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QUOTE OF 
THE DAY

■ Steve Danos, 24, was arrest-
ed as allegedly the man who had
been sneaking into young
women’s apartments to watch
them sleep and to snuggle with
them (and, sometimes, to fold
their laundry) (Baton Rouge, La.,
October).
■ Stephen P. Linnen, 33, an
assistant to Republican legisla-
tors in the Ohio House, was
indicted on 56 counts stemming
from an 18-month spree in
which a naked man jumps out
from hiding and photographs
startled women’s reactions
(Columbus, Ohio, November).

NEWS OF 
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by Chuck Shepard 

L O OT T

FANTASY 5
26, 19, 39, 28, 3

DAILY 3
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Lights go out on Winterlit

Carolyn Sackariason/Daily Press
Fernando Medina (front) and Miguel Garcia remove the holiday fiberglass
ice sculptures from the Promenade on Tuesday, marking the end of yet
another season.

BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

While the state continues to feel the pain of a wide-
spread nursing shortage, Santa Monica hospitals have
met the challenge by recruiting and retaining skilled pro-
fessionals.

It’s been noted as a crisis since at least 1998 when it
became apparent that fewer people were entering the
profession and colleges began eliminating nursing pro-
grams, said Mary Ellen Blakley, a nurse at Saint John’s
Health Care Center and the vice president of patient
services.

California is ranked as the 49th worst state as far as
the number of nurses, just behind Nevada. In 2000, the
state was short about 13,000 nurses, by 2005, that num-
ber is estimated to be 20,000 and in 2010, it will grow to
42,000, Blakley said.

The reasons for the shortage are plenty — fewer 

Symptoms of
nursing shortage
recognized by
local hospitals

At issue is whether
apartment building
was secure enough
BY JOHN WOOD
Daily Press Staff Writer

SM COURTHOUSE — A
jury here is now set to decide
whether a landlord should pay
millions of dollars to tenants who
were victims of a violent break-in
at a seaside apartment more than
three years ago.

Deliberations in the case
against landlord Marvin
Engineering Co. Inc. are expected
to begin today. The company is
accused of allegedly failing to pro-
tect two tenants, whose luxury
apartment was stormed by four
gunmen in August of 2000.

Lawyers on Tuesday said
Oliver Starr, 36, a fitness specialist
and sales consultant, and his ex-
girlfriend, Julien Serrano, should
be paid in excess of $1.5 million.
Both were bound and beaten by
the gunmen, who also threatened

to rape Serrano, stole her jewelry
and demanded $30,000 in cash
from Starr.

The gunmen, who were never
caught, apparently had the wrong
apartment. They were looking for
drug money from a man named
“Matt,” who lived in a different
unit in the same building at 17351
Sunset Blvd., but had fled in the
middle of the night one month ear-
lier, said the plaintiffs’ attorney,
Blaine Greenberg.

At issue in the case is whether

Marvin Engineering should have
known the building lacked proper-
ty security and as a result, a break-
in was likely.

Greenberg alleged there were
three other breaches of security at
the building just months before the
incident. What’s more, many of the
security mechanisms  — the locks
on the elevator and fire doors,
among others — at the commercial
and residential use building
weren’t working the afternoon the
gunmen broke in, he said.

“They didn’t say a word about
any of that to anyone,” Greenberg
said. “What makes them think that
this couldn’t have happened to any-
one else? ... Is it any surprise that
something awful happened when
you see how this place was run?”

Gilbert Garcia, the defendant’s
attorney, said there was no way
Marvin Engineering could have
foreseen the attack. He said the
gunmen were intent on getting in
and any security measures likely

Jury to decide if landlord should pay for break-in

BY JAMIE WETHERBE
Special to the Daily Press

SM COURTHOUSE — A civil trial here
involving two people who sued the government
because they fell into a manhole on a West Los
Angeles sidewalk amounted to one lesson — watch
where you are going.

Testimony from the plaintiffs — Avraham
Gottesman and Barbara Bubar — revealed that they
didn’t see the uncovered manhole before they fell in.
They argued it was Los Angeles County’s fault

because it didn’t cover or mark the potential hazard.
But Gregory Houle, the attorney for LA County,

said it’s not the government’s responsibility to
ensure that people use caution when walking on a
public street. After all, Gottesman was reading the
sports page and drinking a cup of coffee when he
fell into the hole and sprained his knee. Minutes
later, Bubar broke her ribs and shoulder blade after
getting out of a car, then “disappearing” up to her
chest in the same hole.

Suit was a misstep in manhole accident

See NURSES, page 6

See JURY, page 5

See ACCIDENT, page 6
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HOROSCOPE

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
★★★★ You know what you are capable

of. Express your deeper feelings to a loved one
you really care about. Examine your long-term
objectives within a relationship, be it with a
child or a loved one. Feel free to express your
reservations. Tonight: Don’t get pulled like taffy.
Do what you want.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
★★★ Pressure builds, and you can be

sure others will challenge your ideas and
thoughts. Not everything is as it seems. Laughter
goes a long way in alleviating a problem, if you
can take a hard look at yourself. Be more upbeat.
Tonight: Run on home.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
★★★★ You might feel better than you

have in a while. You might be weighing the pros
and cons of a new purchase that will help your
communication. Feel free to do some price
checks before really going for it. Tonight: Join a
friend. Chat up a storm.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
★★★ Use the morning for anything

important, as the Moon is still in your sign
empowering you; but by the afternoon, you
could feel as if you are not up to snuff. Others
don’t get your message, and as a result they
could be depressed. Tonight: Pay bills.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
★★★★ You might get a slow start to your

day, but once you get going, you could be close
to unstoppable. A New Moon in your sign today
encourages new resolutions and changes. Don’t
worry so much about a problem. Tonight: Keep
on smiling.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
★★★ If you get an early start in the morn-

ing, you will succeed. A friend could challenge
your creativity. Don’t let negativity permeate
your thinking. You might choose to spend more
time alone rather than getting caught up in the
present wave of moods. Tonight: Curl up with a
good book.

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS

The stars show the kind of day you’ll have: 

★★★★★-Dynamic  ★★★★-Positive  ★★★-Average  
★★-So-so  ★-Difficult

Keep on smiling, Aquarius

ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
★★★★ A lot could happen, encouraging

you to head in a new direction. A misunderstand-
ing with an associate could be difficult, if not
painful. Fatigue, as well, could be playing into
this matter. Stop and consider your long-term
objectives. Tonight: Follow your friends.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
★★★★ Investigate possibilities rather

than making a commitment, especially at work.
Others seem to want to counter your decisions
right now. Allow ideas to be aired out; in fact,
that ultimately might create an even better proj-
ect. Tonight: A must show.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★★★ Keep reaching for new, innova-

tive information rather than getting stuck in one
way of thinking. Detach from an inflammatory
situation rather than getting tied in, which could
happen if you’re not careful. Tonight: Choose
something mentally relaxing.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
★★★ You could have a disagreement

about your way of handling funds and your per-
sonal life with an associate or partner. Opt for a
new beginning, though this person might not
totally buy what he or she is hearing. Actions
speak for themselves. Tonight: Indulge a loved
one.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
★★★★ You might want to carefully

rethink a decision that involves a child or loved
one. Let this person air out his or her feelings,
and you might get a new opportunity to go for-
ward. Carefully review a decision, especially if it
involves finances. Tonight: Go along with anoth-
er’s plans.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
★★★★ Examine your long-term objec-

tives at work. Perhaps your expectations have
been too high. What you want from your daily
life and work could be a problem if your expec-
tations were otherwise. A disagreement between
a loved one and/or a friend could make you most
unhappy. Tonight: Find a stress-buster
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BLACK BELT ACADEMY TAEKWONDO SELF DEFENSE
FOR KIDS, MEN AND WOMEN

FREE 30 DAY 
TRIAL MEMBERSHIP!
A $100 VALUE

Experience the Difference ...

King’s Celebrity
Martial Arts

4 TIME WORLD CHAMPION
ATA CERTIFIED

2110 Wilshire Blvd. in Santa Monica • 310-828-2779

BREAK THROUGH
YOUR FEARS

Learn to say what you want when you want

CLASSES START Feb. 5

(310) 393-2382
www.StutterSSC.org info@StutterSSC.org

AWARD WINNING
BEER SELECTION

29 Beers on Draught

HAPPY HOUR 4-6PM    Monday thru Friday

PLAN YOUR NEXT PARTY 
ON THE PATIO

2911 Main Street • Santa Monica • 11:30am - Midnight Mon-Sun
Telephone 310.314.4855 • www.libraryalehouse.com

$5.99 Burger Monday!!!
Your choice of:

Ahi • Salmon • Boca
Garden • Turkey • Beef

SUNSET GRILL
A C o n t i n e n t a l  C a f e

B R E A K F A S T  ■ L U N C H  ■ D I N N E R
Open from 7:30am - 9pm ■ Closed Sundays & Holidays

1701 Ocean Park Blvd. in Santa Monica  ■ 310-450-7546

Try Our Famous Salad Combination
1 Item Combo: $7.25 ❂ 2 Item Combo: $8.75 ❂ 3 Item Combo: $9.75
Served on a Bed of Mixed Greens and Your Choice of These Items:

CChhiicckkeenn  ❂ CChheeeessee  TToorrtteelliinnii  ❂ DDuucckk  PPaattee  ❂ GGrreeeenn  BBeeaannss  ww//  AAllmmoonnddss

CChhiicckkeenn  CCuurrrryy  ❂ RRaattaattoouullee  ❂ PPeennnnee  PPeesstt  ww//  CCrraabb  ❂ CCoorrnn  SSaallaadd

EEggggppllaanntt  ww//  PPiinnee  NNuuttss  ❂ PPaassttaa  ww//  SSaauussaaggee  ❂ TToommaattoo  ww//  MMoozzzzaarreellllaa

FFaavvaa  BBeeaannss  ❂ CCoorrnn  SSaallaadd  ❂ BBeeeettss  ❂ AAssppaarraagguuss  ❂ PPoottaattoo  SSaallaadd  ......  aanndd  MMoorree!!
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The W swell that took a lull Tuesday will start to build back
up again. Expect some chest-high bombers at most break with
bigger sets at the best spots.

OUTLOOK: The swell will continue to build into the
weekend. Happy wave riding!

Write us at wood@smdp.com and tell us what the surf is
doing today at your local break.

Today the
water Is:

59 º

LOW TIDES HIGH TIDES
LOW ONE LOW TWO HIGH ONE HIGH TWO

SATURDAY 3:49 AM 5:14 PM 9:58 AM N/A

SUNDAY 4:32 AM 5:48 PM 12:04 AM 10:35 AM

MONDAY 5:32 AM 6:23 PM 12:43 AM 11:21 AM

TUESDAY 6:49 AM 7:06 PM 1:24 AM 12:15 PM

WEDNESDAY 8:31 AM 7:48 PM 2:07 AM 1:41 PM

THURSDAY 10:08 AM 8:48 PM 3:00 AM 3:44 PM

FRIDAY 11:19 AM 9:51 PM 3:50 AM 5:32 PM

Resident complaints have been trick-
ling in to the Daily Press newsroom for
months about dog owners’ blatant disre-
gard for their neighborhood and the envi-
ronment. The crime they are apparently
committing is that they fail to pick up
their pet’s poop. 

The problem is especially foul
smelling for resident north of Wilshire
Boulevard, where people are tip toeing
around piles while taking their afternoon
strolls.

So this week, Q-Line wants to know:
“What can be done about the poop
problem here? If pet owners aren’t
going to pick it up how should City Hall
deal with it?”

Call (310) 285-8106 with your
response before Thursday at 5 p.m. We’ll
print them in Friday’s paper. Please limit
your comments to a minute or less. It
might help to think first about the word-
ing of your response.

Since 1967
Quality  &  Value  Always!

Break from 
the chains...

COME EAT WELL!

310-399-7892
2732 Main St.

Santa Monica

Open 6am - 2:30pm Mon. - Fri.
6am - 4pm Sat. - Sun.

“A slice of NY in your 
own backyard.”

—Anthony Dias Blue
Bon Appetit Lifestyle

310.451.SLICE(7542)
310.399.4060
Catering • Lunch/Office Delivery

Voted Best in L.A.
— America Online Poll
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• Homemade
• Fresh Ingredients
• Pasta & Dinners
• Calzones
• Hot Subs

Teriyaki
Chicken

Sandwich
8 ttaaxx  iinncclluuddeedd

includes:
Pickles  or  coleslaw,
french  fries  or  salad

and  drink

The Tastiest Hawaiian Sandwiches

111199  BBrrooaaddwwaayy,,  SSaannttaa  MMoonniiccaa
331100..339944..00110000

OOppeenn
DDaaiillyy  ffrroomm
1111  aa..mm..  ttoo
1100  pp..mm..

Today’s Special: Store Hours:

The Surf Report is sponsored by:

COMMUNITY BRIEFS
Youth to weigh in on local issues
By Daily Press staff

Young people want a voice in local politics but they can’t be heard without
adults’ help, some say.

“People for a Santa Monica Youth Commission” will hold a public meeting at 6
p.m. tonight at the Ken Edwards Center, 1527 Fourth St.

A presentation will be given on current support and endorsements, highlighting
the groups’ efforts in establishing a commission to advise the City Council on
youth-related issues. A group discussion will take place on how to gather further
support before a financial request is brought to the City Council budget meeting on
Jan. 27. Many long-standing Santa Monica city commissions and boards have
endorsed the effort. 

The Ken Edwards Center is wheelchair accessible.

From the African American eyes
By Daily Press staff

A local gallery is highlighting art from the African American perspective.
The M. Hanks Gallery from Jan. 21 through Mar. 27, will present Masterpieces

of African-American Art: An African-American Perspective Works. 
The gallery, located at 3008 Main St. in Santa Monica, will exhibit pieces on

paper and on canvas by past and present African-American artists, including
Romare Bearden, Jacob Lawrence, Palmer Hayden, David Driskell, William Pajaud,
Lawrence Jones, Beauford Delaney, Phoebe Beasley, Wilmer Jennings, Charles
White and others.

Eric Hanks, owner and director of the gallery, will lead a tour of the exhibition at
3 p.m. on Sunday, Feb. 22.

And UCLA Professor Paul Von Blum on Sunday, Feb. 15, at 3 p.m. will talk
about why African-American art is important to all Americans.

Gallery hours are Wednesday through Saturday, 12 p.m. to 6 p.m. and by appointment.
For more information, call (310) 392-8820.

SMC celebrates black history
By Daily Press staff

Santa Monica College is sponsoring a series of free events, including discussions
on Los Angeles’ black history, black crime/mystery fiction, and more — in celebra-
tion of Black History Month in February. The events, all held on SMC’s main cam-
pus at 1900 Pico Blvd., are:

■ Tuesday, Feb. 24 at 11:15 a.m. at the SMC Clocktower: “From Africa 2
America,” featuring speakers, dance and traditional African food. The event is spon-
sored by the SMC Black Collegians, Pan African Student Union and We the People.
Call (310) 434-4926.

■ Thursday, Feb. 26 at 11:15 a.m. in the SMC Concert Hall: Lecture on “Spooks,
Spies and Private Eyes: Black Mystery, Crime & Suspense Fiction of the 20th
Century,” by author/editor Paula Woods. The lecture title comes from the critically
acclaimed anthology that Woods edited. Woods also is the author of the award-win-
ning Charlotte Justice mystery novel series. The lecture is presented by the SMC
English department and SMC Associates as part of SMC’s “Literary Series,” as well
as Black History Month. Call (310) 434-4003.

■ Friday, Feb. 27 at 7 p.m. in the SMC Concert Hall: Lecture on “L.A. City
Limits: African American Los Angeles from the Great Depression to the Present” by
Cal Poly Pomona history professor Josh Sides. The lecture title comes from Sides’
recently published book, which delves into the history and struggles of African
Americans in L.A. neighborhoods, schools and workplaces. Sponsored by the SMC
Associates. Call (310) 434-4003.

See BRIEFS, page 5
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OPINION

LETTERS
Bush shatters his description
Editor:

By appointing Judge Charles Pickering to the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals,
President George W. Bush once again shatters his self-proclaimed description of
“inclusive, not divisive.”

Flo Ginsburg
Santa Monica

Cause for alarm?
Editor:

A round of applause and kudos to Marilyn Brennan for her letter (SMDP, Jan. 19,
page 6) articulating our current seeming oppression of ideas and comments in
America. I’ve been writing letters to the editors and working on political campaigns
for all of my adult life, but I’ve noticed lately an attendant unfamiliar feeling: Fear.
I’m a writer and I find myself wondering if a future editor or publisher will be biased
against my work because of my stated opinions. Whereupon I would then rebuke
myself for being paranoid. Ms. Brennan’s reminder list of specific incidents of this
nature would suggest I have just cause for alarm. 

Sunny Kreis 
Santa Monica

Homeless plan needs more checks, balances
Editor:

Bill Bauer’s column, “Homeless services: If we build it, they will come” (SMDP,
Jan. 16, page 6) expresses the frustrations shared by many Santa Monica residents and
taxpayers. Those of us who daily advocate and donate our time to mental health,
homelessness, housing, and disability issues also are not always in agreement and
there is no consensus on a solution.

Bauer refers to John Maceri, executive director, OPCC, who at the Aug. 4, 2003
Santa Monica Disabilities Commission, meeting spoke about the  $7.4 million home-
less shelter. As a member of the commission and a service provider who is familiar
with the OPCC plan, I voted to support the facility and location. The City Council
after a lengthy hearing approved the shelter but compromised by reducing the bed
numbers, restricting daytime activities, and it will consider alternative uses for some

of the site.
At our Jan. 5 commission meeting, the spending priorities of our disabled con-

stituents was discussed, such as to suggest to the city services may be more expend-
able. Despite a personal commitment to mental health and the attendant community
issues, I suggested that for the significant expenditure budgeted by the city for home-
less services, more periodic review is needed to determine the success and effective-
ness of these programs.

Richard Hilton
West Los Angeles Council of the Disabled

Santa Monica

Mary and John married right out of
school and were blessed with a son,
Michael, and a daughter, Laura. Mary had
a strong religious background and a deep
love of God, which she conveyed to her
children. One day John disappeared along
with the family’s meager savings. Without
money or a job, it wasn’t long before Mary
and her kids found themselves homeless.

But they were fortunate. There was a
local social service agency that provided
food, shelter, job training and childcare for
single mothers. Mary was so grateful to be
off the street that she got on her knees and
gave a prayer of thanks while the supervi-
sor looked on with a tight smile.

Ana, a kind caseworker, took Mary
under her wing. She helped the family
settle into the dorm with other families
and enrolled Mary’s children in the facil-
ity’s daycare center. She even helped
Mary decide on job training in the field of
childcare. 

Mary trained for long hours, often
arriving to pick up Michael and Laura just
before dinner. On one occasion, she dis-
covered Laura supplicated in prayer with

the other children. Mary knew she should-
n’t be upset. She didn’t mind her daughter
being exposed to other faiths, but she pre-
ferred to be there to offer guidance.

Mary considered saying something to
the teacher, but didn’t want to seem
ungrateful. She also was worried that
complaining might cause problems. True,
everyone was very pleasant, but she
couldn’t help notice the guarded looks she
got from the other mothers and the staff
when she and her kids prayed.

Then, as if by a miracle, an assistant’s
position opened up in the daycare center
just as Mary completed her training.
Though Mary was the only qualified
applicant, she was dismayed to learn that
she would not get the job. The reason, she
was told, was that she was of the wrong
faith. They only hired their own kind. 

Soon after, Mary noticed Michael was
looking dejected. When she asked what
was wrong, he told her Jesus was a false
prophet. Mary was appalled. Who had
told him such a thing? Michael told her it
was his daycare teacher. 

Mary complained to Ana who, while
sympathetic, couldn’t offer much help.
This was after all a faith-based organiza-
tion. It was their belief and Mary would
have to accept that if she wanted to stay.
Mary realized she had no choice. The
mosque offered the only social services
within 100 miles. There was nothing she
could do.

Though just a parable, this type of sce-
nario is likely to play out in real life if
President George Bush has his way. He is
once again pushing his faith-based initia-
tives, one of the keystones of the presi-
dent’s fundamentalist domestic agenda. If
Bush succeeds, our tax funds will be
handed over to religious groups purport-
edly to be used for social services. 

The problems with this are endless. To
begin with, it forces Americans to subsi-
dize religions they may not believe in —
a forced tithe if you will. Under this
administration, an unfair majority of these
funds will benefit Christian organizations,
though there also will be money provided
to Jewish, Muslim and possibly even
Krishna and Scientology groups.  

I fully support using taxes for social
services, but not if my hard earned dollars
are given to organizations that shield child
molesters, oppose a woman’s right to
choose, promote the spread of AIDS
through opposition to birth control, worship
space aliens or annoy people in airports.

More importantly, these faith-based
initiatives are unconstitutional. Of course
the president’s view on constitutional pro-
tections has been quite selective. His
administration went to the mat protecting
the right of suspected terrorists to bear
arms. Yet “W” seems to have no com-
punction about locking people up without
due process or trampling the constitution-
al provisions concerning separation of

church and state. 
Further, funneling tax dollars to reli-

gious organizations, which Bush wants
exempt from federal equal opportunity
employment laws, could make our gov-
ernment complicit in unfair discrimina-
tion against minorities, gays and religious
beliefs.   

Of course, there are religious organiza-
tions that offer great services without
proselytizing. But there also are groups,
particularly those extreme fundamental-
ists, who may force those in need to face
unwanted religious indoctrination in order
to provide food, clothing and shelter for
their children and themselves. 

Potential recipients of our taxes are
churches — which preach that battered
women should return to their abusive hus-
bands (often with fatal results) — have
tried to erect statues to celebrate the beat-
ing death of a gay man and have used their
economic clout and that of their congre-
gations, to blackmail contractors who
construct facilities for secular groups such
as planned parenthood.  

Such abhorrent behavior should be
condemned, not funded with our taxes.
And it is high time we remind the presi-
dent that the founding fathers of this
country supported not only freedom of
religion, but also freedom from it. 

(Ed Silverstein is a freelance writer living
in Santa Monica. Comments and prayers
can be e-mailed to edsincites@aol.com).

We must break free from the religious faith-base initiative

INCITES
By Ed Silverstein

Opinions expressed are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to
the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given
to those that are e-mailed to sack@smdp.com. All letters must include the author’s name and telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices
located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Suite 202, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content.



would have failed at stopping them.
“That’s just not reasonable,” Garcia

argued before the jury. “These guys aren’t
out there casing the joint with a sign that
says, ‘I’m a burglar, I’m going to break in.’

“How do we anticipate those four peo-
ple coming in? We don’t,” he continued.
“Maybe we should start tucking (tenants)
into bed at night. I don’t know what else
we can do.”

If jurors find Marvin Engineering
responsible, they will then have to decide
how much money to award the former

couple. Greenberg is asking for more than
$1.5 million in lost wages for Starr, whose
career took a slide after the incident, and
an unspecified amount in pain and suffer-
ing for both Starr and Serrano. Medical
expenses were covered by insurance and
the amount of property stolen by the gun-
men was less than $10,000, he added.

Greenberg told jurors any amount of
money to compensate the victims for
enduring the violent incident would be too
low for his clients. Instead of offering a
road map to help jurors reach a figure, he
rehashed the details of the incident.

“How do you compensate Julien

Serrano for the days she spent looking
over her shoulder nervously or the nights
she spent dreaming that these guys we’re
going to come back and rape her?” he
asked, later asking similar questions of
Starr, who had difficulty walking for
months after the beating, and whose
morale was shattered, Greenberg said. 

“I’m going to ask each of you on this
jury to think about these issues ... and
reach a number you can live with,”
Greenberg told jurors.

Garcia countered that no evidence was
laid out by experts detailing how much
money was lost by Starr, why it was lost or
whether it could have been earned despite
the incident. He said Starr and Serrano
failed to “tip the scales of justice” in their
direction, and should be awarded nothing.

“What is the true loss of earnings? I
don’t know. I’m not an accountant.
They’re not accountants ... We can’t spec-
ulate on this stuff, they have to prove it,”
he said.

The case, which is being heard by
Santa Monica Superior Court Judge
Valerie Baker, started more than a week
ago and has included testimony from for-
mer tenants of the complex, Marvin
Engineering officials, a police officer
familiar with the building, as well as Starr,
Serrano and two guests also in the apart-
ment when the four gunmen broke in. The
break-in occurred when the couple was
entertaining guests — who also were vic-
tims — for lunch.

Marvin Engineering is countersuing
Starr and Serrano for $40,000. They said
the former couple, who broke their lease
by moving to a house in Venice one month
after the incident, should pay for the eight
months the $4,500-a-month apartment
was off the market, as well as for cleaning
fees and the cost of hiring a broker. Starr
and Serrano maintain the company agreed
to let them out of their lease after the
break-in, and are demanding the return of
their $9,000 security deposit.

LOCAL
Santa Monica Daily Press ❑ Wednesday, January 21, 2004 ❑ Page 5

GERMAN CAR SERVICE
Specialist in Repair of  Porsche • VW • Audi • BMW

• Best alternative to high dealer prices
• Complete service and repair
• 6 month or 6000 mile guarantee
• Locally owned and operated since 1965

2202 OLYMPIC BLVD., SANTA MONICA • (310) 829-2563

www.davidtaftdds.com

UCLA Parkside Medical

2428 SANTA MONICA BLVD., SUITE 303 • SANTA MONICA

got teeth?
• 20+ years of experience
• Evening hours + emergency services
• Root Canals, Crowns, Veneers

• UCLA Graduate
• Most insurances accepted
• Cosmetic Dentistry

Dental Exam
+ Cleaning
+ X-Rays

$45
(reg. $149)

FREE
Bleaching

(Includes starter bleach)

with exam, x-rays
and cleaning at

regular price

must mention this ad

visit David Taft, D.D.S.
310-315-3676

■ Saturday, Feb. 28 at 6 p.m. in the SMC Concert Hall: “The Story of Black
People from Africa to America through Poetry, Song and Dance.” The event is spon-
sored by the SMC Black Collegians, Pan African Student Union and We the People.
Call (310) 434-4926.

Santa Monica doctor named top dog
By Daily Press staff

A Santa Monica doctor has been elected to the top position
overseeing veterinarians in Southern California.

Dr. Robert Goldman, a California small animal veterinarian,
has been elected 2004 president of the Southern California
Veterinary Medical Association and was installed into office in
ceremonies held aboard the Fantasy One Yacht in Marina del Rey
this month. With more than 1,300 members, the Southern
California Veterinary Medical Association is the largest local vet-
erinary association in the nation.

A native of Massachusetts, Dr. Goldman received his primary
education in Brookline, Mass., a suburb of Boston, followed by

an undergraduate degree at the Cornell University in New York. He earned his Doctor
of Veterinary Medicine degree from Tufts University, Massachusetts School of
Veterinary Medicine in 1990. Following graduation, he moved to California where he
completed an internship at a West Los Angeles Animal Hospital.

Dr. Goldman is currently the medical chief of staff for the City of Los Angeles
mobile animal spay and neuter unit. The program serves pets of residents in low-
income communities within city boundaries.

BRIEFS, from page 3

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Deliberations to begin today in case against landlord
JURY, from page 1

Dr. Robert
Goldman
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FREE!
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www.14below.com 
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25¢ Wings
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Since 19
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people are interested in the profession, the
workforce and patient base is aging, and
there is a decrease in the availability of
nursing programs.

But Saint John’s and Santa Monica-
UCLA Medical Center are nearly at full
staff. Even though statewide nursing
ratios effective Jan. 1 require no more
than two patients per nurse, both hospitals
have met those ratios for at least a year.
The ratios help prevent nurses from burn-
ing out, as well as ensuring proper treat-
ment for patients.

“It’s the right thing to do for the
patient’s safety,” Blakley said, adding
nursing ratios at Saint John’s have been in
place for at least 18 months.

At Santa Monica-ULCA, the hospital
has a strong commitment to recruiting
local RN graduates, but also finds poten-
tial employees at nursing schools
throughout the country, said Robin
Ludwig, director of recruitment at UCLA.
She added that UCLA hires about 100
new graduates a year.

Hospital officials have to travel around
the country to find recent RN graduates
because there are few universities in the
state that offer nursing programs. UCLA
and the University of Southern California
both have recently closed their undergrad-
uate nursing programs. UCLA does offer
a graduate program, however.

“To become a nurse, you have to leave
the state — it’s appalling,” Ludwig said.
“Not having enough programs is a huge
hole in our state.”

Many students are forced to attend
community college first and then travel
out of state. 

In an ongoing effort to help ease
California’s nursing shortage, Santa
Monica College has joined forces with
UCLA to train vocational nurses and
entry-level health professionals to move
into higher level nursing positions.

SMC has a $102,000 contract with
UCLA Medical Center to train some 20
vocational nurses to become registered
nurses and a similar $188,000 contract
with Cedars-Sinai Hospital. SMC also
was recently awarded a $485,000 contract

with the state to provide training of entry-
level health professionals — such as nurs-
ing aides — to become certified nursing
assistants.

The contracts mark a major step for-
ward for SMC’s nursing program, which
until recently has been able to serve only
about 80 students at one time. SMC’s stu-
dent nursing population is now expected to
grow substantially over the coming years.

UCLA and Cedars-Sinai are bolstering
their nursing staffs by offering SMC’s
program to their vocational nurses and
nursing assistants. The practitioners can
fulfill some of the functions of nurses but,
without the additional training, do not
qualify as registered nurses able to assist
in medical procedures.

At the other hospitals, the SMC career
ladder program will move nursing assis-
tants and other entry-level health profes-
sionals into higher-level positions. SMC’s
program is part of a concerted statewide
effort between California community col-
leges and hospitals to remedy the acute
national shortage of nurses that has
already graduated 20,000 new nurses over
the past five years.

Although salaries for nurses — they
start at about $25 an hour — have
remained relatively flat for the past
decade, local hospitals offer more than the
average.

“What we’ve seen here are the number
of vacancies have gone down and our reten-
tion rate is good,” Blakley said. “We try to
make nursing an attractive profession.”

Saint John’s recruits nurses by offering
them night shifts, three-day work weeks,
scholarships for extended education and
sign-on bonuses.

At Santa Monica-UCLA, the hospital
offers new recruits one-year residencies,
higher education opportunities — UCLA
will pay two-thirds toward the tuition for
master’s degree studies — and works with
nurses to expand their knowledge and
skills through ongoing education.

“Any nurse that comes to us can do
whatever they want in six months to a
year. We continue to grow on our own,”
Ludwig said. “You can do that as an edu-
cational institution.”

Bonuses, ongoing education
offered to entice nurses
NURSES, from page 1

Gottesman sought more than $68,000
for medical bills, and pain and suffering.
Bubar sought more than $400,000.

A Santa Monica jury last week took
nine hours to rule that while an open man-
hole can represent a foreseeable risk, Los
Angeles police couldn’t respond in time
to protect the plaintiffs from injury.

They said officials didn’t have enough
time to cover the manhole before the
pedestrians took the plunge — releasing
the county from claims of almost
$500,000 from the two plaintiffs.

“I thought it was an appropriate verdict,”
Houle said. “I think it’s common sense to
pay attention where you’re going.”

The two citizens separately walked
into the same manhole Dec. 31, 2001 on
Beverly Boulevard in West Los Angeles.
The manhole, one plaintiff said, was only
two minutes from a sheriff’s station.

The plaintiffs thought they could prove
the sheriff’s department had enough
notice, attorneys argued.

Attorneys for the pair, whose complaints
were tried together, argued that LA County
didn’t respond quickly enough to the report
of the missing manhole cover. The first
documented call to notify the county about
the hazard came in at 9:35 a.m. 

Gottesman fell in about that time and
Bubar went in about 10 minutes later. The
plaintiffs argued that there had been prior
unlogged calls to report the open manhole,
allowing the county ample time to respond. 

But jurors didn’t see it that way.
“I don’t agree with this decision, but I

respect it,” said Armond Marcarian, the
attorney for Bubar. This case “wasn’t
about injuries, but about sufficient time
to respond.”

Santa Monica Superior Court Judge
Richard Neidorf oversaw the week-long
trial.

Plaintiffs: Time not on their side
ACCIDENT, from page 1
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AA OLYMPIC
Self Storage

Serving Santa Monica and West L.A.

2 Months FREE Rent 

+ FREE Lock
Call for details

OPEN 7 DAYS

(310)829-2525
3250 OLYMPIC BLVD. • www.selfstorage.net/aaolympic

Call About
FREE Truck
Rental Plan

SELF
STORAGE
MEMBER

NOTICE INVITING APPLICATIONS
CITY OF SANTA MONICA 

SUSTAINABLE CITY TASK FORCE

Applications are invited for the creation of an eleven

member Sustainable City Task Force (SCTF). All persons

who reside or work in Santa Monica are invited to apply

regardless of race, sex, age, disability, religion, marital

status, national origin, sexual preference, or ancestry.

Appointment will be made at a City Council meeting in

March or April 2004.

Application forms and information are available at the

Environmental Programs Division, 200 Santa Monica

Pier, Suite J, Santa Monica, CA 90401.You may request

an application by mail or fax by calling (310) 458-2213.

To be eligible, applications must be received at the

Environmental Programs Division office by 5:00pm

Wednesday, February 4, 2004.

BY EVELYN IRITANI 
Associated Press Writer

LOS ANGELES — U.S. milk, beef
and sugar producers are likely losers if the
Bush administration finalizes a trade pact
with Australia that is seen as a key test of
America’s resolve in promoting global
free trade. 

Negotiators meeting this week in
Washington are anxious to wrap up the
agreement, aimed at giving Australian
farmers greater access to U.S. consumers
while opening up markets Down Under
for U.S. pharmaceuticals, machinery and
entertainment. 

A deal would also allow the Bush
administration to reward Australia for its
support of the Iraq war. But by backing
the pact, the Bush team could face a polit-
ical backlash at home. 

American consumers would probably
benefit through lower food prices, while
Hollywood could gain a greater share of
the Australian entertainment market. The
U.S. agriculture industry, however, fears
the agreement will open the door to a
flood of cheap imports, driving thousands
of U.S. producers out of business. 

“There’s a lot of trepidation among
California farmers,” said Christopher
Galen, a spokesman for the National Milk
Producers Federation in Washington.
“The guys with the boots in the Central
Valley are real concerned that the guys
with the suits in Hollywood are going to
be the ones who benefit from this agree-
ment, at their expense.” 

California’s 2,144 dairy farmers, who
provide more than 20 percent of the
nation’s milk, say they will lose up to
21,000 jobs and $4.9 billion in farm
income if the United States agrees to
Australia’s dairy proposal. 

“This is going to either make or break
the dairy industry in the United States,”
said Cornell Kasbergen, 46, a third-gener-
ation dairy farmer in Tulare. 

Farmers in Australia and the develop-
ing world, who accuse Washington of fail-
ing to match its free-trade rhetoric with
action, say the United States must open up
its most protected farm sectors or risk fur-
ther alienating developing countries under
pressure to purchase more American
high-tech goods and services. 

Anger over huge U.S. and European
farm subsidies contributed to the break-
down in global trade talks last fall in
Cancun, Mexico. Officials at the Geneva-
based World Trade Organization are try-
ing to restart those negotiations, which
were supposed to develop a blueprint for
a trade round launched two years ago in
Doha, Qatar. 

The clash over agriculture has turned
the U.S.-Australia trade talks into a litmus
test of America’s willingness to confront
free-trade opponents within its own bor-
ders. Though the Bush administration has
been a leading proponent of opening mar-
kets around the world, it triggered wide-
spread resentment when it levied punitive
restrictions on imports of steel and appar-
el and textiles. 

With global trade talks in hiatus, the
United States has turned its attention to
finalizing bilateral free-trade agreements
with Australia and more than a dozen
other countries. 

The United States and Australia
already boast a robust economic relation-
ship. The United States shipped $12 bil-

lion in goods to Australia in 2003, making
it the country’s top supplier, while pur-
chasing $5.8 billion in Australian goods.
U.S. companies are also the top foreign
investors in Australia. 

Grant Aldonas, the U.S. commerce
undersecretary, said recently that he was
confident the two sides could wrap up a
deal benefiting both countries and
rewarding a “tremendous ally.” U.S. trade
negotiators have said they are pursuing an
accord that would include greater access
for services, investment protections and
“across the board” liberalization of agri-
cultural trade. U.S. farmers have accused
Australia of using health and safety regu-
lations to unfairly keep citrus, apples and
grapes out of their market. 

The United States and Australia want
to wrap up negotiations within the next
two weeks to avoid getting bogged down
in contentious national elections being
held in both countries this fall. Farm
groups, unions and other opponents have
vowed to take their battle to Congress,
where the deal will need to be approved. 

Australian Foreign Minister Alexander
Downer said Saturday that his government
would not sign a deal unless it gave farm-
ers greater access to U.S. consumers.
Australia has agreed, however, to consider
a phase-in period for the United States to
remove quotas and reduce tariffs on sensi-
tive commodities such as dairy products. 

Downer, who spent a week in Los
Angeles promoting Australian trade,
urged the United States to demonstrate
leadership in the trade arena by opposing
“vested interest groups” and opening up
its dairy, sugar and beef markets. 

“You want a Free Trade Area of the
Americas?” the outspoken Australian
diplomat said, referring to the Bush
team’s hopes for a continent-wide free-
trade zone. “How are you going to per-
suade a country like Brazil, which has a
lot of reservations about free trade ... that
free trade is a good idea if the United
States itself is protectionist?” 

Analysts are skeptical the Bush team
will make serious concessions on agricul-
ture in the Australia deal, given the
strength of farm lobbies in key electoral
states such as California, Florida and
Pennsylvania. 

Joaquin Contente, a second-generation
dairy farmer in California, is organizing a
mail campaign to remind Congress and
the White House that this fall’s election is
at stake. The president of the California
Farmers Union, a coalition of family
farms, said farmers already facing record-
low milk prices couldn’t compete against
Australians whose costs are as much as 50
percent lower. 

“We’re going to give democracy a
test,” vowed Contente, who produces a
tanker load of milk a day from his 800
Holsteins. “If the White House is going to
go forward with this, we’re not going to
support the president in the election.” 

On the other side, Hollywood studios
are pushing for the pact, hoping for
greater access and stronger intellectual
property protections. Australia, like many
countries, has local content quotas for tel-
evision programming. Entertainment
companies want Australia to agree not to
impose rules that would restrict future
opportunities, particularly in new media.
Australia is America’s eighth-largest mar-
ket for filmed entertainment. 

Farmers, ranchers fear
proposed trade pact
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ATTENTION: Back Pain Sufferers…
“FREE Report Reveals The
Shocking Truth About How To
Get Rid Of YOUR Low Back
Pain Once And For All Without
Drugs Or Surgery!”
West LA, CA — A local
doctor’s shocking new FREE
report reveals the truth about
using over the counter drugs,
and even prescribed drugs to
fix the real cause of your low
back pain: They don’t work!

If you’ve been told you
need surgery on your low
back, you must find out the
#1 reason most low back
surgery's are ineffective or at
best only offer short-term
pain relief. 

Readers will also discover
what many university studies

have proven to be the most
effective, safest, and longest
lasting treatment for eliminat-
ing YOUR low back pain. 

Don’t suffer with your
pain another day because
you don’t have to!

To receive a copy of the
FREE report entitled: “The
Truth About Low Back Pain
And How To Eliminate It
Once And For All Without
Drugs Or Surgery!” Call toll-
free 1-888-241-2207 and lis-
ten to the 24 hr. recorded
message.

ARE YOU
BACKED UP?
IT’S EASY AND WILL SAVE YOU TIME

AND MONEY IN THE LONG RUN.

• Data backup packages start at $50 a month

• Daily and Weekly back ups available

• It’s automatic!

• Recovery assistance available.

Call Zylink at 866.227.9539

BY DAVID BAUDER 
AP Television Writer 

LOS ANGELES — NBC’s Tim
Russert swears he’s going high-tech
this year after his simple prop — a
board bearing the word “Florida”
scrawled in magic marker — became
an indelible image of the 2000 presi-
dential election coverage. 

This year’s message board is
twice the size, ringed with twinkling
holiday lights. 

Political reporters are clearly get-
ting punchy, eager to see the long
preamble to the 2004 presidential
campaign end with the public mak-
ing its voice heard. The process
began Monday night with the Iowa
caucus, followed eight days later
with the New Hampshire primary. 

For TV news organizations, this
represents the first test of a new
polling and vote-counting system,
and a step toward regaining a public
trust wounded by the blown calls of
November 2000. 

ABC, CBS and NBC interrupted
regular programming with results
Monday, and ABC’s “Nightline” will
wrap up the story. Cable news cover-
age will be nearly full-time, with Fox
News Channel’s Brit Hume, CNN’s
Wolf Blitzer and MSNBC’s Chris
Matthews taking the leads. 

C-SPAN and C-SPAN2 showed
two Iowa caucuses from beginning
to end, and simulcast coverage from
Des Moines’ WHO-TV. 

It was also opening night for the
National Elections Pool, a consortium
formed by ABC, CBS, NBC, CNN,
Fox News Channel and The Associated
Press to conduct voter surveys. 

The six media organizations dis-
banded a previous consortium, Voter
News Service, after its faulty data
led TV networks to prematurely call
the 2000 election for President Bush.
In 2002, Voter News Service failed
to provide reliable exit poll informa-

tion on midterm election night. 
Unlike in 2002, however, pool

members are encouraged by test runs
that have gone well, and by surveys
that were conducted during the
California recall election. 

“I’m a few notches above cautious-
ly optimistic,” said Mark Halperin,
ABC News political director. 

The surveys won’t be traditional
exit polls, which gauge opinions of
people after they voted. Rather, they
will be entrance polls taken as people
go into the caucuses, raising the pos-
sibility that participants interviewed
could then change their minds. 

With Iowa’s Democratic nomina-
tion contest tight, news organizations
used the survey results more for ana-
lytical information — how voters feel
about certain issues — than for pre-
dicting the outcome, at least early in
the evening. 

“Caution is the watchword,”
Russert said. “Be careful. It’s hard
enough to sample people going to the
polls. It’s almost impossible to have
an accurate sample of people going to
the caucuses. It’s uncharted territory.” 

Echoed CNN’s Blitzer: “If we’re
not confident a million percent that
we got it right, we’re not going to go
on the air. We’re going to do it the
old-fashioned way and let the vote be
tabulated the way it used to be. We’re
going to wait and wait and wait.” 

For the networks, two buzzwords
of campaign coverage this year are
buses and embeds. 

ABC and CNN have put high-tech

buses into the field they say have
greatly enhanced their reporting abil-
ity. The buses are like mobile studios
and transmission facilities. 

Last week, Democrat John Kerry
walked across the street from a cam-
paign appearance to be interviewed
on ABC’s bus. In past years, ABC
would have had to rent a hotel room
and equipment to conduct such an
interview, and hope the candidate
would agree to come, Halperin said. 

The embeds are the trendy terms
for network reporters that have
trailed the candidates nearly full-
time. What’s different this year is
that the ambitious reporters —
Halperin did it in 1992 — carry
lightweight equipment a few steps
above the camcorders carried by
tourists. It means candidates are cap-
tured on tape virtually every time
they step out in public. 

Howard Dean expressed surprise
recently when a comment he made
on a plane to CBS News’ Eric
Salzman was shown the next night
on the “CBS Evening News,”
Salzman said. 

Salzman, probably speaking for
all the embeds, is eager to see the
campaign move into the next stage. 

“There’s a lot of redundancy
now,” he said. “It’s drive around
Iowa, go to some hall, listen to the
same stump speech, listen to the
same questions and the same
answers. You’re looking for nuance,
but now things are going to change.
I’m looking forward to it.” 

Television networks gearing
up for presidential campaign 

“It’s drive around Iowa, go to some hall, listen to
the same stump speech, listen to the same ques-

tions and the same answers. You’re looking for
nuance, but now things are going to change.”

— ERIC SALZMAN
CBS News
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Free Report Reveals
The Hidden Truth Of
Headache Relief
Headache Victims Shocked
and Amazed!
If you suffer from
headaches and are current-
ly taking medication to
alleviate your pain, then
you need to call the
Headache Sufferer’s Hot-
line and discover what
your doctor may not know
about the real cause of
most headaches. Learn
what medical studies have
proven to be the most
effective headache treat-

ment to date. And the best
of all is that this treatment
doesn’t involve taking any
pills or surgery of any
kind! To hear the truth
about headaches most drug
companies don’t want you
to know, call the…

Toll-Free 24 Hour
Recorded Message At 

1-888-634-8222.

BY ANNA OBERTHUR 
Associated Press Writer 

WOODLAND — On his 32-acre wal-
nut farm in Clarksburg just south of
Sacramento and sheltered by the levees
holding in the Sacramento River, Sam
Fraser dreams of being an organic farmer. 

But, Fraser said, confronting the 30-
page application, $250 fee and numerous
telephone calls to California Certified
Organic Farmers in Santa Cruz — the
state’s main organic licensing service —
is too complicated and costly. 

That’s one reason why Yolo County,
where Fraser’s farm is located and home
to the state’s leading agricultural universi-
ty, is moving to set up its own program to
certify organic farmers. Yolo would be the
third county in California and third in the
nation to start its own organic certification
program. The programs promote locally
grown food, something that appeals to
consumers after a series of highly publi-
cized incidents of food poisoning. 

Farmers like Fraser, and consumers
who are more interested in locally grown
organic food, have led Yolo officials to
consider joining Marin and Monterey
counties in certifying organic farms. Marin
County’s plan has been in place since
2000, while Monterey started in 2001. 

Marin County, just north of San
Francisco, certifies nearly all of its organ-
ic farms, and products from the 30 grow-
ers are in demand at local markets and
restaurants, said Marin County
Agricultural Commissioner Stacy Carlsen. 

“We’ve certainly raised the attention of
the general public,” Carlsen said. “The
consumer is aware of our organic produc-

tion and supports it by purchasing power
— they want local food because it’s safe.” 

Carlsen wants to reconnect farmers
with consumers, and ultimately preserve
viable agriculture in the region. 

About 70 percent of the state’s organic
farms are licensed by California Certified
Organic Farmers (CCOF), a nonprofit
organic certification and trade association.
But any agency can provide certification
for U.S. distribution, if it’s accredited by
the U.S. Department of Agriculture. 

In Yolo County, more farmers might
shift to organic farming if they could go
through the process in Woodland, the
county seat, said Agricultural
Commissioner Rick Landon, who’s
behind the proposal. 

“The concept is that you try to make it
as convenient as possible for your grow-
ers to become involved in organic produc-
tion,” Landon said. 

Yolo County’s 700 growers — 67 of
them registered organic — already work
regularly with Landon’s office. “We’re
local,” Landon says, “they’re not having
to deal with somebody a couple hundred
miles away.” 

A Yolo County program would likely
be cheaper, too, because the infrastructure
for the program is already in place,
Landon said. 

In Marin County, Carlsen agreed, say-
ing the program there costs less than
CCOF’s. Landon and Carlsen said they
hope farmers’ fees would eventually pay
for the program, although Marin’s current-
ly costs the county about $45,000 a year. 

Cost matters, especially for smaller
growers like Fraser, a full-time farmer
who works for the U.S. Postal Service six
months of the year to supplement his
income. 

“I’m looking at the cost now, and no
way could I justify going organic, it’s too
expensive,” Fraser said. 

Even mid-scale farmers like Jim Durst,
who grows organic asparagus, tomatoes,
squash and eggplants on 750 acres in Yolo
County, calls the price of certification a
“burden.” 

Although he’s loyal to trade associa-
tion, which he describes as a farmer-driv-
en organization that has certified him for
20 years, Durst said he would consider
switching because he thinks a communi-
ty-based program would be good for
smaller growers. 

“It’s a little daunting,” says Durst of
the CCOF process. “I think most growers
might prefer something that they could be
walked through at a local level.” 

The process involves the application,
registering the farm with the county or

state Department of Health Services, pro-
viding a land history and a trade associa-
tion inspection. It usually takes about
three months to get certified, but only if
it’s been three years since pesticides were
applied on the land, according to CCOF. 

A Yolo certified organic product would
likely carry a label saying so, something
that farmers and agricultural officials
agree would appeal to consumers. 

Events like a mad cow disease case in
Washington state and a hepatitis outbreak
last year put “little question marks in peo-
ple’s minds about where their food is
coming from,” Durst said. So people are
turning to locally produced food. 

Promoting local food is one reason
CCOF President Brian Leahy thinks the
program is a good idea for smaller farm-
ers. “You’re keeping money in the county
and encouraging local consumption of
local food.” 

But anything larger than that, Leahy
said, could cause problems for counties.
“It’s sophisticated and it’s expensive to do
it right.” 

Landon hopes to submit a proposal to
the Yolo County Board of Supervisors in
the next few months. In the meantime,
board chairman Mike McGowan says bar-
ring expenses, supervisors would likely
support the plan. 

In Marin County, growers call the four-
year-old program a success. Farmers, con-
sumers, and county officials have formed
a partnership, said Warren Weber, who
grows organic vegetables at Star Route
Farms in Bolinas. 

“We’re trying to protect agriculture by
providing a better network, and it seems
to be working,” Weber said. 

Programs aim to aid farmers, promote local goods

TTHHEE  BBEESSTT......GGUUAARRAANNTTEEEEDD!!

Call for details

FREE BOTTLE
OF STAIN 
SPOTTER Blue Ribbon

Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning
Locally owned and operated  310-729-2931

• Top of the line, Truck Mounted equipment
• Reasonable rates, quality service
• On time/satisfaction guarantee
• Environmentally, baby safe cleaners
• Upholstery and fabric stain extraction
• FREE bottle of stain spotter with estimate

Top of the line equipment brings the best results.
If you are serious about having carpet that looks new, ask about our guarantee.

“The concept is that you try to make it as 
convenient as possible for your growers to become

involved in organic production.”

—  RICK LANDON
County agricultural commissioner

DID YOU KNOW?: The Statue of Liberty’s tablet is two feet thick.
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RealEstateWestside

Last week we outlined the benefits of
owning break-even rental properties.
Today, we get into some of the financial
aspects of second homes.

If you’re a keen investor, you’re going
to want to get the most of your second
home’s resale value. You can do this by
buying a property that has the characteris-
tics other vacationers favor. According to
an American Resort Development
Association survey, most second-home
owners want a single-family house. We
are inherently lucky because the survey
also says that the location of choice for
recreational property is the beach, fol-
lowed by mountain and lake settings. We
live at the beach, and we’re a two-hour
drive from the mountains. 

Santa Monicans have the best of both
worlds.

When it comes to finding renters, it can
be better to sign long-term leases than
short-term ones, even with the local rent
control ordinances. Long-term leases will
reduce the wear and tear on your property,

save you money on cleaning fees and
advertising, and generate a more reliable
rental income.

If you purchase a rental property a sig-
nificant distance away from home, you
might want to consider employing a man-
agement company to help you find ten-
ants. Management companies typically
pocket 10 to 30 percent of the rent, but
they take care of leasing out the property
and collecting the rent money.

Here’s an example of a profit and loss
statement on rental houses:
ANNUAL INCOME:

1. Rental income
Annual expenses:
2. Mortgage principal
3. Mortgage interest
4. Real estate taxes
5. Upkeep (advertising, cleaning,

maintenance, insurance, landscaping,
repairs, utilities, etc.)

6. Total annual expenses (Add lines 2,
3, 4 and 5.)
PROFIT OR LOSS:

7. Net cash from the rental (line 1
minus line 6)

8. Depreciation (to estimate, add pur-
chase price, closing costs and improve-
ments and divide the sum by 27.5.)

9. Taxable profit or loss (if you do not
earn more than $100,000 annual adjusted
gross income from your job and other

ordinary income sources, you can deduct
up to $25,000 tax losses from your rental
property from your ordinary income, thus
reducing your income taxes).

Most of this tax loss from rental hous-
es and income properties is from the spe-
cial non-cash tax deduction for deprecia-
tion. Depreciation is defined as a non-cash
deduction for estimated wear, tear and
obsolescence.

Under current federal tax law, even if
your rental house is going up in market
value, you are required to pretend it is
depreciating and losing value. That means
you can deduct the rental house’s cost
basis (but not the land value) over the esti-
mated 27.5-year useful life for residential
rental property.

If the landlord earns more than
$100,000 adjusted gross income per year,
rental property tax loss deductions gradu-
ally phase out. But any unused rental
property losses can be saved or “suspend-
ed” for use in future tax years, or to shel-
ter some or all of the profit when the
rental property is eventually sold. Or you
can do a tax deferred 1031 exchange.

For more of the gritty details, consult
your accountant.

To find the best location for your new
residence do some research. Select sever-
al potential locations. Then read the local
newspapers, check out information on

new housing developments. (For exam-
ple, with all the development going on in
Marina del Rey and Playa Vista, you
might want to think twice before buying
one of those retro condos on the Silver
Strand.) Find out information on local
property taxes — like whether they’re
scheduling an increase. Talk to current
residents, store owners and local figure-
heads about where the town is heading.

The downside of rental houses has been
popularly termed as “tenants and toilets,”
meaning the investor must manage the ten-
ants and the property maintenance, or turn
it over to a property management firm.
Screen prospective tenants carefully. In
addition to running credit checks and veri-
fying employment, talk to the applicant’s
two previous landlords. Ask them, “Would
you rent to your former tenant again?”

You’ve made a ton of money on your
primary residence. Rental homes can be
equally as profitable when you have good
tenants who pay the rent on time and don’t
damage the property. Keep in mind that
earning profits from rental houses
requires careful management and under-
standing that the long term profits come
from appreciation in market value, not
from the rental income.

(For your real estate needs, e-mail Jodi
Summers at jodis@boardwalkrealty.com,
or call (310) 309-4219).

Second homes can be as profitable as rental properties
DAYS ON

THE MARKET
By Jodi Summers

SANTA MONICA RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS
SOLD 2907 DELAWARE AVE SANTA MONICA 90404
Date Sold SqFt: 2,000 List Price: $699,000 Bed: 3
01/15/2004 Lot Size: 6,499 Sold Price: $695,000 Bath: 2
SOLD 2248 21ST ST SANTA MONICA 90405
Date Sold SqFt: 1,488 List Price: $780,000 Bed: 2
01/16/2004 Lot Size: 6,750 Sold Price: $826,200 Bath: 2
SOLD 2308 HILL ST SANTA MONICA 90405
Date Sold SqFt: 1,647 List Price: $899,000 Bed: 3
01/15/2004 Lot Size: 7,000 Sold Price: $895,000 Bath: 2
SOLD 1125 SUNSET AVE SANTA MONICA 90405
Date Sold SqFt: 2,650 List Price: $1,195,000 Bed: 4
01/13/2004 Lot Size: 6,298 Sold Price: $1,185,000 Bath: 3
SOLD          2418 WASHINGTON AVE SANTA MONICA 90403
Date Sold SqFt: 1,716 List Price: $1,099,000 Bed: 4
01/14/2004 Lot Size: 5,060 Sold Price: $1,204,000 Bath: 2

SOLD 353 20TH ST SANTA MONICA 90402
Date Sold SqFt: 2,569 List Price: $1,695,000 Bed: 4
01/15/2004 Lot Size: 8,938 Sold Price: $1,680,000 Bath: 2
SOLD 347 25TH ST SANTA MONICA 90402
Date Sold SqFt: 3,020 List Price: $1,975,000 Bed: 3
01/15/2004 Lot Size: 8,698 Sold Price: $1,950,000 Bath: 2.75
SOLD 311 23RD ST SANTA MONICA 90402
Date Sold SqFt: 2,808 List Price: $1,995,000 Bed: 4
01/16/2004 Lot Size: 10,149 Sold Price: $1,970,000 Pool Bath: 3
SOLD 608 GEORGINA AVE SANTA MONICA 90402
Date Sold SqFt: 3,328 List Price: $4,599,000 Bed: 4
01/16/2004 Lot Size: 22,420 Sold Price: $4,125,000 Bath: 4.5
SOLD 937 12TH ST #301 SANTA MONICA 90403
Date Sold SqFt: 1,505 List Price: $595,000 Bed: 2
01/13/2004 HOD: $265 Sold Price: $605,000 Bath: 2

SOLD           1020 OCEAN PARK BL #4 SANTA MONICA 90405
Date Sold SqFt: 1,676 List Price: $599,000 Bed: 3
01/16/2004 HOD: $286 Sold Price: $635,000 Bath: 3
SOLD 1930 IDAHO AVE SANTA MONICA 90403
Date Sold SqFt: 1,634 List Price: $674,000 Bed: 3
01/15/2004 HOD: $276 Sold Price: $690,000 Bath: 2.5
SOLD 2432 7TH ST #2 SANTA MONICA 90405
Date Sold SqFt: 1,658 List Price: $725,000 Bed: 2
01/15/2004 HOD: $335 Sold Price: $699,000 Bath: 3
SOLD 2710 ARIZONA AVE SANTA MONICA 90404
Date Sold SqFt: 2,342 List Price: $799,500 #Units: 4
01/16/2004 Lot Size: 5,397 Sold Price: $832,000 GRM: 0.00

Jodi Summers at Boardwalk Realty 
310.309.4219  •   jodis@boardwalkrealty.com

SPONSORED PROUDLY BY:

PROPERTY OF THE WEEK

Builder’s Dream! Major fixer on pie
shaped lot near Venice Walk Streets.
Needs lots of TLC: roof, plumbing, elec-
trical, etc., etc. Property sold “as is”.
Termite and all retrofitting will be Buyer's
responsibility. Broker's open house:
Tuesday, January 20th 11-1:30 PM.

$499,999
Boardwalk Realty, Jodi Summers

310.392.1211 • jodis@boardwalkrealty.com

1916 SHELL AVENUE, VENICE 90291

live and localsix days a week
Your only source of daily news in Santa Monica

Call today for a great, affordable advertising rates to
propel your business to the next level.

3 1 0 - 4 5 8 - P R E S S  ( 7 7 3 7 )
1 4 2 7  T h i r d  S t r e e t  P r o m e n a d e   S a n t a  M o n i c aSanta Monica Daily Press
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Call Josh Kahn             

310.968.1737
CENTURY 21 BETTER HOMES   1626 Ocean Park Blvd., Santa Monica

RESIDENTIALRESIDENTIAL INCOMEINCOME
Helping Sellers:

■ Complete 1031 Exchanges
■ Trade Equity for Larger Buildings & 

Increased Income
■ Receive the Best Possible Price for 

Their Property (showings w/accepted offer only)

Helping Buyers:
■ Locate & Secure Desired Properties
■ Purchase Homes with Income Units

BOB GABRIEL INSURANCE

California survey shows Mercury Insurance Auto
rates to be the most competetive in this area.

Phone Quotes Available

Providing Professional & Personalized Service Since 1936

■  Auto Experts ■  Life, Disability & Pension

■  Homeowners ■  Commercial & Business

■  Workers Compensation ■  Group & Individual Health

Representing “A” rated companies 
including MERCURY INSURANCE

310.829.0305
2325 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica

We encourage you to visit the Santa
Monica Historical Society Museum —

The Archives of Santa Monica.
1539 Euclid (310) 395-2290

The Los Angeles Basin office market
has softened significantly in recent years
due to the combination of weakness in the
job market, tenant appetite for office
space and growth in new supply.
However, interest in future requirements
is picking up. Half of office brokers sur-
veyed said interest in future requirements
is picking up. Twelve  months ago, only 8
percent saw any increase in interest.  

The increase in interest is broad-based,
including firms in professional services,
finance (particularly mortgage related)
and, in some areas, entertainment. The
majority (60 percent) of the brokers sur-
veyed expect that leasing activity over the

next 12 months will pick up. This too, is
an improvement relative to the outlook
held a year ago. 

As a result of the projected increase in
demand and restrained construction, most
(63 percent) of those surveyed anticipate a
tightening in office market conditions.
This is a strong improvement over 12
months ago, when the majority projected
static conditions, which turned out to be
the case.

Effective rents are projected to climb,
by 3.7 percent on average. In West Los
Angeles, brokers project increases of 10
percent. This is in sharp contrast with 12
months ago, when most brokers expected
to see either no growth in effective rental
rates or continued declines, as turned out
to be the case in most areas.  

Sale prices per square foot have general-
ly remained firm (or even increased in some
areas), despite a drop in effective rents,
causing cap rates to fall. There is a general
concern that prices may have climbed too
high, and will witness a moderate correc-

tion (-2.6 percent), particularly if interest
rates should climb in the near future.

The primary risks seen in the market are
high existing sales prices and low cap rates.
Opportunities are seen in leveraging exist-
ing low interest rates and taking advantage
of a probable increase in rental rates.

So far, the predicted trends seem to be
materializing. In an article in the LA
Times on Tuesday, it was stated that
planned office developments are moving
forward, and bankruptcies and defaults
have decreased. One prominent landlord

noted that the number of prospective ten-
ants looking for space picked up sharply
in the fourth quarter and a major develop-
er anticipates breaking ground on a
100,000-square-foot office project by
March of this year.

(Source: NAI Capital Commercial’s
Second Annual Broker Survey).

(Christina S. Porter is a senior associ-
ate at NAI Capital Commercial Real
Estate, where she specializes in leasing
and selling office and industrial buildings.)

REAL ESTATE

Office market in LA area soft, but climbing back up
IN YOUR
SPACE

By Christina S. Porter

SOLD/LEASED

Date Location Price Sq.Ft

4/18/03 Santa Monica Blvd./WLA $8,900,000 57,502

8/15/03 Wilshire Blvd./WLA $4,025,000 15,138

6/03/03 Santa Monica Blvd./WLA $2,74,000 4,766

12/13/03 14th Street/SM $1,150,000 7,497

9/18/03 Jefferson Blvd./Culver City $600,000 7,500

COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE PROPERTIES LEASED OR SOLD

Put one of our PayPlans to work for you.

Equal Housing Lender. ©2004 Countrywide Home Loans, Inc. Trade/service marks are the property of Countrywide Financial Corporation and/or its subsidiaries. Licensed by the Department of Corporations under the
California Residential Mortgage Lending Act; *The following fees apply: PayPlan/52 - $1.00 per transaction, PayPlan/26 & 24 – $2.00 per transaction. For California properties only. Some products may not be available in
California. Restrictions apply. All rights reserved. 31235

Steve Danziger
Branch Manager
100 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 600
Santa Monica, CA 90401
(310) 434-1800 Phone
(310) 393-1824 Fax

Wouldn’t it be nice to have one less thing to worry about? With a Countrywide® home loan and
PayPlan you can. Sit back and choose a plan with a schedule to fit your lifestyle and finances.
Relax as payments are drafted automatically from the account of your choice. Then enjoy the
benefits, because with the right plan, you could save thousands of dollars in interest payments
and shave years off your loan term.

With PayPlan/52 one fourth of your monthly payment is drafted each week. After one year of
participating in this plan, you will have made an equivalent of 13 payments. The additional
funds that you paid are applied directly to the principal balance of your loan.* Available only
on Fixed Rate Loans.
The PayPlan/26 automatically drafts one half of your monthly payment every two weeks. In
a twelve-month period this equals 26 biweekly payments. After one year in this plan, you
will have made the equivalent of 13 payments. The additional funds are applied directly to
the principal balance of your loan. Available only on Fixed Rate Loans.*
The PayPlan/24 allows you to schedule your payment in a way that works with your
personal finances. One half of your monthly payment is drafted twice prior to or within your
grace period. There will be a total of 24 semi-monthly drafts in a twelve-month period.
Available on all loan programs except Home Equity accounts.*

Signing up is easy, and there’s no enrollment fee. For more information on how one of 
our PayPlans can start working for you, call me today.

Good thing you recycle your paper...
Chances are you’re reading it again.

Santa Monica Daily Press
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BY SARAH COOKE 
Associated Press Writer 

CASPER, Wyo. — The government is trying to hide
something at its Teapot Dome oil field again. Not secret
oil leases, as it did during the infamous scandal of the
1920s, but carbon dioxide — lots of it. 

The Energy Department wants to inject the green-
house gas into underground oil reservoirs in what could
be one of the world's largest test sites for burying CO2 in
hopes of slowing global warming. 

The Teapot Dome project, now in the planning stages,
will store carbon dioxide from a natural gas processing
plant more than 300 miles away beneath the 10,000-acre
oil field in central Wyoming. 

The process, known as carbon dioxide sequestration,
has been tested at smaller sites nationwide but never on
such a large scale, said Vicki Stamp, a project manager
for the Rocky Mountain Oilfield Testing Center, which
manages Teapot Dome. 

Used in enhanced oil recovery for decades, pumping
carbon dioxide into underground reservoirs is being tout-
ed by the Bush administration as one of the most prom-
ising ways to counter the greenhouse effect. 

“(Carbon dioxide) is the primary global greenhouse
gas and it's growing rapidly,” said Dag Nummedal, direc-
tor of the University of Wyoming Institute for Energy
Research. “During the last four or five years the interna-
tional consensus is that the most rational, economic and
environmentally benign way of getting CO2 out of the
atmosphere is to store it underground. 

“Right now, the best place to do this is in depleted oil
and gas fields.” 

Teapot Dome — named for a nearby rock formation
— is currently in its preliminary engineering and testing
stages. Storage could begin by 2006 and last seven to 10
years, although Nummedal says managers “don't really
know the upper limit yet.” 

When a reservoir is full, the pipeline is taken out and
the hole sealed up. “The objective is to keep it sealed
underground forever, hundreds or thousands of years,”
Nummedal said. 

The site is projected to store at least 1.6 million tons
of carbon dioxide a year when fully operational. It could
eventually lead to large-scale testing in other Rocky
Mountain states, the Ohio River Valley, Texas Gulf
Coast, California and other areas, Nummedal said. 

“The long-term plan is to encourage the growth of a
new private sector sequestration industry,” he said. 

Talk of a national CO2 testing center started early last
year. But it wasn't until managers found a source of carbon
dioxide later that summer that the idea became a reality. 

Anadarko Petroleum Corp., which owns an adjacent
oil field, is extending its existing CO2 pipeline from a
natural gas processing plant in western Wyoming and has
agreed to direct some of its 125 million cubic feet of CO2
to the test site, Nummedal said. 

The gas will then be pressurized and injected as a liq-
uid into the reservoirs through a pipeline. It could stay
underground for a very long time, since the reservoirs
that would store the CO2 held oil and methane gas for
millions of years, said Susan Hovorka, a University of
Texas researcher. 

“That's not true of other mechanisms,” she said. “If you
grow more (trees, which consume carbon dioxide) how do
you assure it doesn't all go up in a forest fire or that anoth-
er generation decides to go ahead and farm that area?” 

Burial can also rid the Earth of a large volume of carbon
dioxide in a relatively short amount of time, Hovorka said. 

“We've got almost all the carbon dioxide emitted in
the atmosphere coming from fossil fuels,” she said.
“There's space equivalent in acreage to put all that carbon

dioxide back underground.” 
If the project pans out, officials hope to capture CO2

from the nation's power plants, oil and gas refineries and
other manufacturing facilities “because that is the CO2
today that is leaking into the atmosphere without any
controls on it,” Nummedal said. 

One possibility is capturing the gas with scrubbers
similar to those attached to smokestacks that remove
nitrous oxide and other toxic gases before they reach the
atmosphere, he said. 

The storage process — particularly compressing the
CO2 — is expensive. Some estimates put it as high as
$100 per ton, though Nummedal and others said they
don't yet have cost estimates for the Teapot Dome project. 

Even if it is a success, the Teapot Dome project could
have little impact by itself on atmospheric carbon dioxide. 

“Globally we are releasing 7 billion tons of carbon per
year,” Nummedal said. “The amount we will be putting
away here will be in the hundreds of thousands of tons.” 

However, he said, if the technology is proven and ulti-
mately becomes widespread, it could significantly affect
the increase in carbon in the atmosphere. 

“If we look at all the suitable, depleted oil and gas
reservoirs in the world, and we were able to fill all of
them up, we would be able to store the total global emis-
sions over the next 100 years,” he said. 

Some environmentalists worry about the gas bubbling
through cracks in the Earth or leaking into aquifers that
supply drinking water. 

“We very clearly need some field demonstrations of a
storage system to make sure don't have any surprises and
get enough experience in managing the injection of large
amounts of CO2 to be sure the public doesn't have to
worry about catastrophic leaks or about slow leaks over
time,” said David Hawkins, director of the Natural
Resources Defense Council's Climate Center in
Washington, D.C. 

Nummedal and others argue the benefits of reducing
CO2 emissions outweigh storage risks, and stress they're
testing Teapot Dome reservoirs for leakage and other
concerns. 

“The early steps of this cooperative venture show the
classic markings of a win-win proposition for American
consumers,” Energy Secretary Spencer Abraham said. 

Government begins work on CO2 storage project

Original

PHILLY STEAK
FAST FREE DELIVERY

1551 Ocean Ave.
(at Colorado)

in Santa Monica
Catering Available

GET A FREE SODA!
with each sandwich ordered for delivery.

Tel: (310)434-9668
Fax: (310)434-9668

Exp. 1/31/04 

25%
venice camera exchange

& digital image center
2417 lincoln blvd. in venice - (310) 821-5611

FILM DEVELOPEMENT
WITH THIS AD

West Los Angeles, Ca. -  If you
or someone you know has
been in a recent auto acci-
dent, you need to be aware
of a new Free Report that
reveals vital information that
you have to know before you
settle your case or speak
with anyone.  Auto accident
victims seldom know their
rights and responsibilities.
Without knowledge, they
can end up frustrated, lost,
and victimized.  Not only
that, by the time an auto
accident victim finds out he
or she has been either misin-
formed or taken advantage
of, it’s often too late.  You
may even be experiencing
pain and discomfort and
don’t know what you should
do, or even feel a little guilty
worrying about your health

or your rights. Well you are
not alone, after an accident,
most victims spend more
time figuring out how they
are going to fix their car and
what they are going to drive
than on their rights and pos-
sible hidden injuries. There
are currently thousands of
auto accident victims who
are living a life of misery
and pain because they did
not learn their rights and
options as an auto accident
victim. Don’t let this happen
to you or your loved one. To
receive your free report enti-
tled, “What You Need To
Know if You Have Been In
An Auto Accident”, Call the
Toll-Free 24 Hour Recorded
Message at 1-888-246-3790.
The call is free and so is the
report. Call Now!

CAR ACCIDENT?
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Internet Connections

always on,
always fast

“ Since LA Bridge installed 

DSL at my home, I have 

found the flexibility 

to use the Internet in 

a whole new way.”

__Bill Foster,

Apple Computer

each account includes:
• 24/7 Internet connection

• 2 IP addresses

• 7 days/week tech support

• 6MB personal web space

• free local dial-up acct 

• over 4000 worldwide dial-up 

locations for laptop users who 

travel. (a metered service).

786k to 7.1M Now Available 

“(Carbon dioxide) is the 
primary global greenhouse gas

and it's growing rapidly.”

— DAG NUMMEDAL
Director, 

University of Wyoming Institute for Energy Research

**Nextel also imposes a Federal Programs Cost Recovery “FPCR” fee of $1.55 or $2.83. The FPCR is not a tax or government required charge. The fee is charged for 1 or more
of the following: E911, number pooling in wireless number portability. Offer expire Dec. 31, 2003. 1730 phone offer: available while supplies last. $50 is off of the national and
promotional price of $349.99 and requires a 2 year service agreement. National promotional price requires 1 year service agreement. new activation required. Free incoming
plan: requires 1 or 2 year service agreement and credit approval. $200 early termination fee applies, after 15 day trial period (conditions apply) Set up fee of $35 per phone, up
to $70 max per account applies. Free incoming calls are calls received while in the U.S. on Nextel's nationwide network. Free nationwide long distance includes domestic long
distance only. Nextel Direct Connect minutes are available in your local calling area only. Unlimited direct connect minutes do not include group connect calls, which are 0.15/min.
Direct connect and group connect are calculated by multiplying the minutes if use, number of participants and the applicable. Group Connect can only work with members of the
same network while in their home market. Nationwide service is not available for Group Connect calls.Cellular overage is .40/min. Cellular calls round to the next full minute.
Unused minutes do not accumulate to the next billing cycle.Nights are 9pm to 7am. Weekends begin Fri. at 9pm and end Mon. 7am. Two Way Express is .10/message sent or
received. Additional charges may apply. And may vary by market, including state and federal taxes, a Universal Service Assessment of either 1.138% or 0.75%, in some states
a Gross Receipt Recovery Fee of 1.4% to 5%, a TRS charge of approx. 0.07% and a state required E911 fee. Other terms: Nextel reserves the rights to modify or terminate these
offers at anytime. Offer may not be available in all markets. Other conditions may apply. Read service agreements for details. Wireless number portability may not be available
in all areas or for all numbers. Because number portability requires the efforts of multiple companies, the amount of time it takes to transfer your number(s) will vary. Nextel’s
nationwide network serves 293 of the top 300 markets. ©2003 Nextel Communications Inc. Nextel, Direct Connect, Group Connect, Nextel Direct Connect, Push to Talk and the
Driver Safety logo are service marks, trade marks and/or registered trademarks owned by Nextel Communications, Inc. Motorolla and the stylized M logo are registered in the
U.S. patent and trademark office. All other product or service names are property of their respective owners. All rights reserved.

KEEP YOUR NUMBER.
ANSWER IT FOR FREE.

Trade up to Nextel. Bring your number.

FREE INCOMING CALLING PLAN
400 outgoing cellular minutes

Free incoming cellular minutes
Unlimited Push To Talk™ walkie-talkie minutes

Nationwide long distance included

$59.99 
SAVE $50 ON THE NEW i730

Our slimmest full-feature phone
Built-in digital walkie -talkie, Web access

Speakerphone, color screen 

per month. Other monthly
charges apply. See below.**

2410 Wilshire Blvd.  Santa Monica
(310) 453-3541

DID YOU KNOW?: Iron-Eyes Cody is the name of the Cherokee
Indian actor, notable for his ‘one tear’ ecology spot on TV.
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$20 FLAT FEE TO LAX
$50 FLAT FEE TO LONG BEACH

with ad only

SAVE MONEY!
IT’S AS 

EASY AS...

KARAOKE! Tuesday, Thursday,
Saturday & Sundays • No Cover

Great Food...Great Cocktails ...Great Crew... GREAT FUN!!

318 Santa Monica Blvd. • Santa Monica
310-458-5350 • www.britanniapub.com

A Great Place To Anchor

Full Bar • Restaurant • Live Music
International Sporting Event • Heated Patio

Try our NEW low carb menu!
Open Daily @ 9:00 a.m.

English Premier Soccer League • All NFL Games  “Always Live”

Join us for SUPERBOWL SUNDAY!

BY MIKE GLOVER 
Associated Press Writer 

DES MOINES, Iowa — For Sue
Johnson, things were never supposed to
be this way. 

She grew up in a neat, frame house on
the west fringe of Des Moines and left in
1970 to make her own way. She raised a
family, made a life of her own in Hawaii
and figured that her later years would
find her there, with her children and
grandchildren.

But her mother’s death from cancer
brought her back to the little house in Des
Moines to care for an elderly, blind father
who was becoming increasingly frail,
plagued by arthritis and heart problems. 

One of the biggest health issues facing
America’s aging population is not plan-
ning for the potential of a health care cri-
sis and being forced to make decisions
about long-term care on the fly. 

“It’s the story of my life,” Johnson
said. 

She had often questioned her parents
about their plans for the future and was
assured that she needn’t worry. “I was
thinking that everything was fine, that
they were set up for the future,” she said.
“Whenever I asked about finances, they
said everything was fine and it was none
of my business.” 

“I thought this was going to be a piece
of cake,” she said. 

What she found when she returned
from Hawaii was a nasty surprise. Her
parents’ savings had dwindled from
$70,000 a decade earlier to about $2,000,
the same amount her father owed in prop-
erty taxes, after dipping into the savings
to care for her mother. 

A recent study by AARP, the nation’s
largest group representing seniors, sur-
veyed 1,000 Iowans 50 and older and
focus groups with consumers and health
care providers. Half said they would
rather do without long-term care than
seek assistance in obtaining care. 

That way of thinking often leads many
to avoid making any plans for care during
their frail elderly years, a growing prob-
lem with a population that is living far
longer than in the past, said Mark
Haverland, head of the Department of
Elder Affairs. 

“We’re in huge denial about this,” said
Haverland. “People tend to age without
making plans.” 

Sixty-eight percent were confident
they could afford the cost of long-term
care, either in a nursing home or at home.
The cost of a nursing home typically runs
from $25,000 to $40,000 per year, while
home care is estimated to cost $12,000 to
$15,000 per year. 

“A majority of Iowans mistakenly
believe that Medicare and their health
insurance cover long-term care services,”
the study said. Only a third of Iowans
over 50 have coverage for long-term care. 

Information about long-term care
options is fragmented. Many service
providers don’t have sufficient information
about what services are available, financ-

ing options or eligibility, the study said. 
“People have historically found that

issue perplexing, so they don’t really
address it until they are faced with a cri-
sis, such as when your spouse, your moth-
er, or your grandmother needs long-term
care,” said Scott Parkin, a spokesman for
The National Council on the Aging. “All
of a sudden, what do you do?” 

Johnson’s father, John Reinhard, was a
publisher’s representative and has been
legally blind for 20 years. His wife drove
him to meet clients, and the two were
inseparable. 

“She was his lifeline,” Johnson said. 
Seven years ago, her mother was diag-

nosed with cancer and her condition dete-
riorated rapidly. 

“I talked to her on Friday and she was
dead on Wednesday,” Johnson said. 

Feeling alone and isolated, her father
struggled. 

“He’d call me a lot, two or three times a
day,” she said. “I could tell he was lonely.” 

A divorced mother of two, Johnson
was forced to make a decision. A younger
sister in Waukee had young children and
couldn’t be a caretaker. Her brother, who
now lives with the family in Des Moines,
didn’t fit the bill either. 

“It sort of fell to me,” she said. 
She gave up her $30,000 a year job as

a YMCA preschool coordinator and
moved back home, her 22-year-old
daughter in tow, to take on the full-time
responsibilities. Her son stayed behind at
the University of Hawaii. 

With the financial settlement from her
divorce, and a badly reduced pension
because she left her job early, Johnson
struggles daily to make ends meet for the
family and more importantly, for her 85-
year-old father. She chose not to put him
into an assisted living community. 

“I just want to try to make things com-
fortable for him,” she said. “Being home
is the best thing for my dad.” 

Last month, her father fell and broke
his hip. He had surgery and is recuperat-
ing at a hospital. 

Johnson had planned to attend a family
get-together in Las Vegas for the holidays,
but she was forced to stay behind to care
for her father. It would have been the first
time she’d meet two of her three grand-
children, but that will have to come
another day, she said. 

There is a silver lining, however. Not
only has she renewed her bonds with her
father, the experience has awoken her to
her own future. 

“I think it’s a lesson for my kids,” said
Johnson. “It makes me think about what’s
going to happen to me when I get older.
It’s something we’ve talked about.” 

Parkin said the aging council is taking a
number of steps to try to raise awareness
about long-term health care options and
costs. In coming months, the group will
launch a Web site to help people plan finan-
cially for long-term care and inform them
of state and federal assistance programs. 

He said the group also is using a federal
grant to study the use of reverse mortgages
to finance various levels of elderly care. 

Children of the elderly
learn of financial woes

ADVERTISE!
310-458-7737

Santa Monica Daily Press
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FACE-to-FACE with the
Women & Children of Iraq
Local resident Kelly Hayes-Raitt visited Iraq twice this year — once in February, just 5 weeks before
the U.S. bombings and invasion, and in July, where she found some of the children and women who
touched her so deeply during her first visit.  She saw firsthand the impact of the bombings and invasion
on innocent people's lives, homes and hearts.
She will be speaking about the people she met — and remet — in Baghdad, Hillah, Babylon, Fallouja,
Basra and Umm Qasr.

A political consultant and dynamic speaker, Kelly Hayes-Raitt has addressed over 100 audiences, including
religious congregations, state conferences, school classes, community clubs, large peace rallies and small
neighborhood meetings. To address your group, call (310) 581-4421 or e-mail C2CCampaigns@aol.com.
Photos may be viewed at www.CommunityCampaigns.com/Iraq.

Thursday, January 22nd 
11:00 am - 3:00 pm at Palms Middle School

10860 Woodbine Street in Mar Vista

Main Street’s 
Newest and 

Hottest Boutique

Clothes!
Gifts!

Collectibles!

22440000  MMaaiinn  SSttrreeeett,,  SSaannttaa  MMoonniiccaa

331100..331144..66447722
22440000  MMaaiinn  SSttrreeeett,,  SSaannttaa  MMoonniiccaa

331100..331144..66447722

BY TERENCE HUNT
AP White House Correspondent 

WASHINGTON — President Bush
wrapping the themes of his re-election
campaign in his State of the Union
address, asserted Tuesday night that
America is strengthening its economy and
successfully combatting terrorism. “We
have not come all this way — through
tragedy and trial and war — only to falter
and leave our work unfinished,” he said. 

In a stay-the-course speech to a joint
session of Congress, Bush said the nation
faced important challenges and choices
and adamantly defended his actions as
president. 

He said it was tempting — but wrong —
to think the danger of terrorist attacks had
passed even though it has been more than
two years since America was attacked. 

“We have come through recession and
terrorist attack and corporate scandals and
the uncertainties of war,” the president
told lawmakers at the opening of a cam-
paign year. “And because you acted to
stimulate our economy with tax relief, this
economy is strong and growing stronger.” 

Democrats were quick to take issue,
noting that 2.3 million jobs have been lost
under Bush, that deficits are soaring and
casualties are climbing in Iraq. Democrats
sat silently through most of Bush’s 54-
minute speech while Republicans
applauded repeatedly. 

Bush’s speech was designed to cast him
as the commander in chief, grappling with
the nation’s problems and above politics
while Democratic rivals for his office race
around the campaign trail trading charges. 

Bush was combative at times, chal-
lenging opponents of the Iraq war — par-
ticularly those who complained he lacked
international backing. 

“America will never seek a permission
slip to defend the security of our people,”
he said. 

With a $500 billion budget deficit lim-
iting his options, Bush offered a handful
of modest initiatives: a $23 million pilot
plan to encourage student drug testing in
public schools and a $300 million training
and placement program to help newly
released prisoners find jobs. 

He urged major league sports leagues
and athletes to end the use of perform-
ance-enhancing drugs. Their use by even
a minority of elite athletes sets a danger-
ous example for the millions of young
Americans, encouraging them to take
dangerous risks with their health and safe-
ty, Bush said. He also proposed doubling
federal spending on programs to promote
sexual abstinence among teenagers. 

Touching on a politically sensitive
issue, he said he would support a consti-
tutional amendment banning same-sex
marriages if the courts struck down a law
saying marriage should be between a man
and woman. 

The speech fell one day after the one-two
finish of Sens. John Kerry and John Edwards
in the Iowa caucuses threw the Democrats’
race into a wide-open contest going into next
week’s New Hampshire primary. 

“America this evening is a nation
called to great responsibilities,” the presi-
dent said. “And we are rising to meet
them. ... We have not come all this way —
through tragedy and trial and war — only
to falter and leave our work unfinished.” 

“Our greatest responsibility is the
active defense of the American people,”

he said. “Twenty-eight months have
passed since Sept. 11, 2001 — over two
years without an attack on American soil
— and it is tempting to believe that the
danger is behind us. That hope is under-
standable, comforting and false.” 

Campaigning in New Hampshire,
Democratic candidates struck back. 

“He’s not making America safer,” said
Kerry.” “Hardworking Americans will see
through this president’s effort to wrap his
radical agenda with a compassionate rib-
bon,” said former Vermont Gov. Howard
Dean, the third-place finisher in Iowa. “It’s
all smoke and mirrors designed to hide the
stark fact that he has no real plan for our
future,” said retired Gen. Wesley Clark. 

Bush faced an electorate closely divid-
ed over the nation’s direction. Americans
are evenly split on his handling of domes-
tic issues such as education, health care
and energy, and just over half approve of
his handling of the economy, polls sug-
gest. His strong suit remains foreign poli-
cy, especially his handling of terrorism.
Bush’s job approval among voters in an
AP-Ipsos poll early this month was 56
percent, a relatively strong position at this
stage of a re-election campaign. 

Bush said his administration was con-
fronting nations that harbor and support
terrorists and can supply them with
nuclear, chemical or biological weapons.
“Because of American leadership and
resolve, the world is changing for the bet-
ter,” Bush said. 

He said the United States has captured
or killed two-thirds of the leadership of
the al-Qaida network — although Osama
bin Laden remains at large. He called on
Congress to renew key portions of the
Patriot Act that the administration says
has given law enforcement officials the
tools they need to combat terrorists. 

The president defended his decisions to
go to war in Afghanistan and Iraq. Of the top
55 officials of Saddam Hussein’s regime, 45
have been captured or killed, Bush said. 

Of Saddam, Bush said, “The once all-
powerful ruler of Iraq was found in a hole
and now sits in a prison cell.” 

Bush acknowledged that some
Americans opposed his decision to go to
war in Iraq. But he said, “Had we failed to
act, the dictator’s weapons of mass
destruction programs would continue to
this day.” His words served as a reminder
that the United States has not been able to
find any banned weapons in Iraq, which
was Bush’s justification for going to war. 

With more than 500 American troops
killed in Iraq, Bush said, “The work of
building a new Iraq is hard, and it is right.” 

On the domestic front, Bush said
America’s economy was being trans-
formed by technology that makes workers
more productive but requires new skills.
He called for new job-training grants
totaling $250 million channeled through
community colleges. 

Bush urged Congress to address the ris-
ing costs of health care with tax-free sav-
ings accounts for medical expenses, tax
credits to pay for insurance and ceilings on
medical malpractice damage awards. 

Reviving an old proposal, Bush called
on Congress to overhaul Social Security
to allow workers to invest some of their
payroll taxes in private retirement
accounts. He also renewed proposals to
help Americans cope with the rising costs
of health care and to make tax cuts enact-
ed in 2001 and 2003 permanent.

George Bush sees a stronger
economy and a safer nation
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Santa Monica Daily Press now at 
newsstands around the city!

Readers and customers can now find the Daily Press in 
permanent newsstands at these locations:

• 17th Street and Montana Avenue

• 14th Street and Montana Avenue

• Montana Avenue, between 14th-15th Streets

• 7th Street and Montana Avenue

• 3rd Street and Wilshire Boulevard

• Ocean Avenue and Wilshire Boulevard

• Wilshire Boulevard, between 22nd-23rd Streets

• 14th and Santa Monica Boulevard

• Wilshire Boulevard and Lincoln Boulevard

• Colorado Boulevard and 3rd Street

• Santa Monica Courthouse

• Arizona Avenue and Second Street

• Arizona Avenue and Fifth Street

• Three newsstands at the intersection 
of Arizona Avenue and Fourth Street

• Broadway and Lincoln Boulevard

• Broadway and 10th Street

• Colorado Avenue and Second Street

• Santa Monica Boulevard and Lincoln Boulevard

• Lincoln Boulevard and Broadway Avenue

• Lincoln Boulevard and Pico Boulevard

• Lincoln Boulevard and Strand 

• Two newsstands at the intersection of 
Lincoln Boulevard and Raymond 

• Main Street and Kinney 

• Main Street and Strand 

• Main Street and Ocean Park

• Main Street and Ashland

• Montana Avenue and Lincoln Boulevard 

• Montana Avenue and Euclid Street

• Montana Avenue and 16th Street

Watch for future newsstands at 
a location near you!

EXTRA!! EXTRA!!

U.N. team put in harm’s way
By The Associated Press

UNITED NATIONS — U.N. Secretary-General Kofi
Annan cautiously supported an American and Iraqi request
that a U.N team study whether Iraq could have quick,
direct elections for a transitional government. 

But Annan said he first needed assurance the team will
be safe, especially after Sunday’s truck bombing outside
the U.S.-led coalition’s headquarters compound. Thirty-
one people, mostly Iraqis, were killed and more than 120
were wounded, the Iraqi Health Ministry said. 

American and Iraqi officials asked Annan to send a
team to study the possibility of elections, and Security
Council diplomats universally supported the idea in later
meetings with Annan. 

The secretary-general said he wanted more details on
the mission, but he acknowledged the issue was urgent and
said he hoped for a speedy decision. 

Underscoring that urgency, tens of thousands of Shiite
Muslims marched in Baghdad earlier this week to demand
early elections. 

No peace without withdrawl
By The Associated Press

JERUSALEM — Addressing two of Israel’s thorniest
issues, Prime Minister Ariel Sharon told lawmakers that
peace with Syria would require a full withdrawal from the
Golan Heights and ordered a review of the contentious
West Bank separation barrier. 

Sharon’s comments on the Golan, made to parliament’s
Defense and Foreign Affairs Committee, were an unprece-
dented admission by the career hard-liner. In the past,
right-wing Israeli governments insisted a peace deal could
be reached without a withdrawal from the strategic plateau
captured in the 1967 Mideast war. 

The prime minister did not tell the closed-door meeting
whether he was willing to pay what he defined as the price
for peace. However, one committee member said it was

clear from the context that Sharon is not ready to return the
Golan in exchange for a peace deal. 

The Hamas founder announced a change in strategy,
saying the Islamic militant group would increasingly
recruit female suicide bombers. Last week, Hamas sent its
first female assailant, a 22-year-old woman who blew her-
self up at the Gaza-Israel crossing and killed four Israeli
border guards. 

Inmates still control prison
By The Associated Press

BUCKEYE, Ariz. — A prison standoff on the western
edge of Phoenix dragged on into its third day Tuesday as
two inmates continued to hold a pair of correctional offi-
cers captive in a guard tower stocked with weapons. 

Corrections officials were in contact with the inmates
by phone and said they continue to believe the two guards
have not been seriously harmed. 

Cam Hunter, a state Corrections Department spokes-
woman, said that while authorities have not had visual con-
tact with either the guards or inmates, they are hopeful
nothing has changed. 

The hostages include a male correctional officer who
was injured. Officials did not release details of the injury,
but said the other hostage, a female correctional officer,
was not believed to be hurt. 

The two captives were allowed to speak with negotiators
and reported they were not seriously injured, Hunter said. 

The tower is believed to be stocked with weapons,
prison officials said. Until the crisis is resolved, the 4,400
other inmates at the medium- to high-security Arizona State
Prison Complex-Lewis remained locked in their cells.

Is Stewart shrewd or a liar?
By The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Is Martha Stewart a criminal who lied
to the government about unloading stock on an inside tip,

or simply a shrewd investor who saved money with a smart
bet on the market? 

The trial that will determine the answer — not to mention
whether the style guru does time in prison — begins
Tuesday, as lawyers begin narrowing down a jury pool to 12. 

Stewart was due in Manhattan federal court for her first
appearance at the closely watched celebrity trial, which
grew from a 2001 stock sale in which the government esti-
mates Stewart saved about $51,000 — a tiny sum com-
pared to her multimillion dollar media empire. 

In a judge’s private robing room, potential jurors were
to face Stewart and answer questions from lawyers
designed to detect any bias they may have. 

The government says Stewart saved about $51,000 by
selling stock in ImClone Systems on Dec. 27, 2001 — just
before a negative government report about a highly touted
ImClone cancer drug sent the stock plummeting. 

The most serious count against her is securities fraud,
alleging Stewart deliberately deceived her own shareholders
by publicly saying in 2002 that she had done nothing wrong. 

Girl’s death may have been cult-driven
By The Associated Press

ATLANTA — A husband and wife have been charged
with murdering a 6-year-old girl whose back was broken in
what police said may have been an exorcism gone wrong. 

The couple was arrested after being spotted on the street
naked in the freezing cold along with two other children. 

Police said the dead girl, whose body was discovered in
a motel room, had been strangled and stabbed, and her
back was broken. An autopsy was planned. 

Based on what the adults told authorities, investigators
believe “they were involved possibly in a ritual of some sort,’’
police spokesman John Quigley said. “It may have had some-
thing to do with undemonizing the child in some manner.’’

Christopher Carey, 29, and Valerie Carey, 27, were
charged with murder late Monday, The Atlanta Journal-
Constitution reported on its Web site. They initially were
charged with cruelty to children, public indecency and
obstruction of police and were taken to a psychiatric ward.
They were later moved to a jail. 

Police learned of the death around 12:30 a.m. when the
unidentified man and woman were seen walking naked
down a city street with two children, a 2-year-old boy and
a 7-year-old girl, Quigley said.

WORLD BRIEFLY
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Reality Check®

By Dave Whammond
Speed Bump®

By Dave Coverly

Natural Selection®

By Russ Wallace
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RICHARDS
Tune Up Service

Brake Specialists
• Air Conditioning
• Tune Ups
• Alternator/Starters
• Foreign & Domestic

All Makes and Models
Fair, Honest Pricing

Free Brake and A/C inspection

310-581-0727
2700 S. Lincoln Blvd • Santa Monica 

(across the street from McDonalds)
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ENJOY LIFE ON THE 3RD STREET PROMENADE
GREAT LIVE/ WORK SPACE

Walk to the Beach ◆ Pedestrian Lifestyle ◆ Beautiful Studio Apts. from $1,100 per month

310-394-9833
*One year lease minimum term. Utilities, Stove, & Refrigerator included.

For Rent

Employment
$3 - 5K per week income poten-
tial work from home, NOT MLM.
(800)570-3782 Ext. 4020.

AUTO DETAILER wanted. No 
experience required will train.
California drivers license/clean 
DMV required. Apply with DMV 
printout P/T.F/T $7/hr 310-459-
6800, Greg

BEAUTY STYLIST’S for new 
Fantastic Sams Salon in Santa 
Monica. Guarantee 9/hr and up.
(310)890-1222

COMPANION SOUGHT to 
keep generous gentleman hap-
py. Photo and details to 
hupenzwecklos@hotmail.com

DENTIST Santa Monica Office 
Tuesday, Wed.& Thursday.
Minimum 3 years experience.
Call Nicole 310-828-7429

FIGURE MODEL wanted. Fit fe-
male model wanted for figure 
drawing by artist. No experi-
ence necessary. Call (818)501-
0266

GREAT OPPORTUNITY in Re-
tail Awaits You! Assistant Man-
ager and P/T Position Needed.
Must have experience! Apply at 
ONE 332-C Santa Monica Blvd.
between 3rd & 4th Streets
310-576-6980 
Ask for Bobby

HOUSEKEEPER IN S.M., live-
out, cook, clean, drive, referen-
ces and clean DMV record 
$250/ week 310-386-7466

MEDICAL FRONT OFFICE in 
Santa Monica. F/T, Computer 
skills, busy phones. Fax resume
310-395-2063

MUSCLEMAG INTERNATION-
AL, Recognized Leader in the 
health and fitness retail market 
is looking for: Full-time & part-
time sales associates (proven 
record in retail sales;health and 
fitness enthusiasts:excellent 
customer service skills)
3002 Main Street         
Santa Monica, CA 90405
Note: We are also looking for 
store manager and assistant 
store manager positions (future 
openings). Please fax or e-mail 
your resume to 310-399-5758 
venicebeach
@emusclemag.com
Attn:Jolene Pride, Visit our web-
site at www.canusagroup.com

TANNING SALON seeks p/t  
sales associate.
Send resume to 
Arthur.Lewis@planetbeach.com
310-442-8261

THE DAILY Press  is seeking 
Advertising Interns for the 
spring semester. This is a fan-
tastic opportunity to jump into 
advertising. Flexible hours, col-
lege credit available. Email re-
sume to ross@smdp.com.

THE DAILY PRESS IS   
SEEKING NEWSROOM     

INTERNS FOR THE SPRING 
SEMESTER. FLEXIBLE 
HOURS AND A GREAT 

WORKING ENVIRONMENT.
GAIN EXPERIENCE IN 

JOURNALISM WORKING 
FOR THE ONLY DAILY 

LOCAL NEWSPAPER IN 
SANTA MONICA. IF 

INTERESTED, E-MAIL 
RESUME TO 

HEATHER@SMDP.COM

Employment
WANTED:MALE CARE-GIVER
for quadriplegic. Mon-Fri 7am-
9am at $15/hr Santa Monica lo-
cation 310-453-2274

WORK P/T No experience 
needed, evenings, $8/hr, flexi-
ble schedule. Call (888)263-
9886 .

Vehicles for sale

1230 Santa Monica Blvd.
310-451-1588

’02 Ford Escape XLT
V6, Automatic A/C P/window
P/lock, tilt, CD, white leather
(ID#2KB22246) $17,895

’95 Ford Escort
LX Wagon, Auto, A/C, P/S,

P/B, roof rack, great
transportation car!

(ID#SW213592) $3,985

’02 Ford Explorer Sport
V6, automatic, alloys,

R/W/P/L, tilt, CD, roof rack
(ID#2UB54578) $14,989

’02 Ford F150 XLT
CREW CAB, V8, auto,
towing, CD, LOADED!

(ID#2KA24622) $19,995

’02 Chev Tahoe L/S
Dual A/C, CD, Dual P/seats,

third seat, alloys, much more!
(ID#193678) $23,985

’98 Honda CR-V 
Sport utility, 4x4, 

4-door, auto, A/C, CD, 
alloys, P/S, P/B, P/W

(ID#WC107541) $11,895

’98 Ford Windstar
V6, A/C, P/W, P/L, 

ABS, low miles
(ID#WBA93645) $7,995

PLUS TAX, LICENSE & DOCUMENT 
FEE ON ALL VEHICLES

OF SANTA MONICA

SOLD

Vehicles for sale

’01 FORD CONTOUR SE
VIN 104622 $5,000 Good
Commuter Car, Low Miles,

Low Emission. Vehicle runs on
Natural gas or Unleaded.

’96 PLYMOUTH GRAND
VOYAGER

SE, VIN 484227 $7000

’94 DODGE CARAVAN 
VIN 635648 7 passenger V6

$3995

’95 SATURN SL2
VIN 392250 $4000

’92 FORD TAURUS 
4DR VIN 112783 

One Owner $2000

’93 TOYOTA PREVIA 
Mini Van VIN 112783 

One owner $4000

’90 ACURA LEGEND
Coupe VIN 003085 $5000

’70 BUICK RIVIERA 
VIN 925668 Classic $5000

’65 VW BUG 
VIN 260574 $4500

Claude Short
Auto Sales Dealer

2501 Lincoln Blvd.
in Venice

(310) 395-3712

Vehicles for sale

1401 Santa Monica Blvd.
310-394-1888
infinitiofsantamonica.com 

✯’03 Infiniti G35✯
4,600 Miles! Must See! Save

Money, Fully Loaded (M22465)

✯’95 BMW 525i ✯
Low Mileage, Mint Condition

(GK84022) 

✯’03 Infiniti G35 Sedan✯
DVD Navi, Prem whis, Loaded

(v006982)

✯’00 Infiniti Q45✯

ANNIVERSARY EDITION!
Hard to find (301468)

✯’02 Audi A8L✯
FULLY LOADED! Premium Whls.
Bose Premium Sound (001079)

✯’02 Honda S2000✯
4-Cyl. 2.0L VTEC, Leather,
6-Speed, Manuel (8767P)

✯’02 Lexus IS300✯
Sport Cross, LOADED! Prem
Wheels, Leather (043651)

✯’00 Volvo V70 XC AWD✯

SE Wagon
2.4L Turbo, Moon, alloys

VALUE PRICED! (v707506)

of Santa Monica

Vehicles for sale

1100 Santa Monica Blvd

(310) 319-1661
LAcarGUY.com

LEXUS/VOLKSWAGEN
OF SANTA MONICA

PRE-OWNED CENTER

As Low as 1.9%
Financing on

Selected Models on
Approved Credit.

Limited Term.

2002 LEXUS IS 300
SPORT CROSS

4D, Hatchback, Moon, Rear
Spoiler, Lthr (042025)

2003 VW BEETLE
GL Turbo Hatchback, 2D,

Automatic (424228)

2001 VW JETTA GLS
4D Sedan, Automatic, Alloys,

Moom Roof (173214)

1999 LEXUS ES 300 
4D Sedan, 4-SD, Alloys
Moon Roof (163767)

1999 LEXUS LS 400 
4D Sedan, 5-SD, Auto
Moon Roof (145356) HURRY TO: 

832 Santa Monica Blvd.

800-944-4157
LAcarGUY.com

NewDeals 4
NewYears!

’02 FORD FOCUS
4-door, ZTS

(2W176696) $7,750

’03 ECLIPSE GTS
LOADED, Blk, 8K miles

(3E083774) $18,995

’03 COROLLA LE
Power windows and locks

(3Z062970) $11,995

’01 JEEP CHEROKEE
LTD, 4x4

(IL555866) $12,995

’03 COROLLA LE
Power windows and locks

(3Z111168) $12,995

’03 TOYOTA ECHO
(30259027) $10,495

’00 AUDI TT
Silver, turbo 

(Y1013178) $18,995

AD EXPIRES 1/31/04
All advertised prices exclude gov-
ernment fees and taxes, any
finance charges, any dealer doc-
ument preparation charges, and
any emission testing charge.

Vehicles for sale

YOUR AD
HERE

ADVERTISE!!!
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Century West Properties
Exceptional Westside Rentals

LEASING CENTER
1437 SEVENTH STREET, SUITE 200
SANTA MONICA

Complementary Rental List  &
Leasing  Consultation
Walk-ins Welcome 10am – 6pm Daily
(310) 899-9580

For Rent

READ THROUGH THE BIBLE
Three chapters a week starting with the book of Roman

Where: Velocity Cafe 2127 Lincoln Blvd., Santa Monica
(between Ocean Park & Pico)

Time: 7:00 p.m to 9:00 p.m.

Sponsored By: Westside Calvary Chapel

FOR INFORMATION: 310-712-3411
WWW.WESTSIDECALVARYCHAPEL.ORG

Announcements

Instruction
SAT TUTORING; Experienced 
USC Berkley educated tutor will 
come to your home. No re-
quired packages, pay as you 
go. SATI, SAT II, ACT, ISEE.
Call Jaimie (310)714-0242.

TUTORING, ASSISTIVE Tech-
nology disability rights advo-
cate. Except Algebra/Geometry, 
Children, adults and seniors 
w/disability. Call Karen 
(310)470-6357.

For Rent
3RD STREET PROMENADE 
Apts. Ocean views, remodeled 
units 1+1, $1500-$2000, 2+2 
$2100-$2500. 1453 3rd Street.
MOVE IN SPECIALS! 
(310)862-1000.

Casa Loma Apartment
101 Dudley Ave. Venice
NOW LEASING!

Steps to the beach
Singles and Studios
$695.00 to $1095.00

MOVE IN SPECIAL
FIRST MONTH FREE!

(Requires S.D. & 1 yr. lease)
1-888-399-1166

MODERN OCEAN PARK 
STUDIO APARTMENT, VIEWS
SKYLIGHTS, MEZZANINE-
WALK-IN CLOSETS, EURO 
STYLE KITCHEN, VERTICAL 
BLINDS, PRIVATE BALCONY, 
PRIVATE PATIO, YARD & 
PARKING. BLOCKS TO 
BEACH AND MAIN STREET.
$1,400/MO INCLUDES UTIL.
MICHAEL 310-396-9387

NEW  STUDIO Apartments 
available. $1075-$1345. Six 
blocks to beach. Promenade 
area!  (310)656-0311                    

SANTA MONICA $1250/mo. 2 
bedroom/ 1 bath. Appliances, 
no pets, parking, 1935 Clover-
field Blvd. #18 Santa Monica, 
Ca. 90404 Manager in #19.

SANTA MONICA $1850/mo. 2 
bedroom, 2 bath, prime loca-
tion, parking available, hard-
wood floors.(310)451-2178.

SANTA MONICA Guest House, 
r/s, fireplace, pool, yard, short-
term avail, $1000

www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA shared apt, 
pvt rm, pvt bath, r/s, balcony, 
gated parking, $500.00

www.westsiderentals.com

For Rent
SANTA MONICA 1 bedroom 
condo,endunit, quiet 6Plex, 
prime location. 1 block North of 
Montana, gourmet kitchen,   
Italian tile, patio & French 
doors, hardwood floors,garage 
+storage, 1 year lease,  
$1900/mo. Call for appointment.
(323)222-8929.

SANTA MONICA shared apt, 
pvt rm, dwasher, laundry, near 
SMC, util. incld, $500

www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA Triplex, pet 
ok, r/s, hrdwd flrs, quiet, remod, 
util incld, $1175

www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA Triplex, r/s, 
hrdwd flrs, garden, fenced yard, 
blinds, gardens, $1500

www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, 1+1, pet ok, 
balcony, hrdwd flrs, parking, 
month-to-month, $750

www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, dog ok, r/s, 
dishwasher, crpt, fireplace, 
laundry, parking, $1200

www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, pet ok, r/s, 
hrdwd flrs, pool, near frwy, 
prkng, util. incld, $740

www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, r/s, micro-
wave, bright, carpet, lg closets, 
quiet, parkng, $925

www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, upper, r/s, 
hrdwd flrs, laundry, garage, 
month-to-month, $950

www.westsiderentals.com

SM 2+2 1/2 2 car garge, direct 
acces to unit,laundry room.
Near Wilshire $2600/mo.
(310)439-2073.

WLA $1390/MO. 2 Bedrooms, 1 
bath, hardwood floors, large 
kitchen (310)391-8880.

Houses For Rent
2 BEDROOM, 1 1/2 Bath, North 
of Montana. Garage & yard 
$3,500/mo. 310-382-6415

2BR 1BA House, hookups for 
laundry, new paint & blinds, car-
pet. $1500/mo NO PETS
310-532-3876

TOPANGA LOCATION, Loca-
tion. Trees, view, charm, priva-
cy 2bdrm, 2bath, 2 balconies, 
immaculate, washer/dryer. NO 
PETS, NO SMOKERS.$2200/M
310-455-1084

Houses For Rent
TOPANGA PICTURESQUE,
Immaculate Guest house,1BR, 
1BA. Living room, mini kitchen, 
sliding glass door to terrace.
Woodsy setting, No Pets, No 
Smokers. Owner pays water.
$1000/mo  310-455-1084

Commercial Lease

SANTA MONICA
OFFICES

310.395.4620
$1450.00 AND UP..

• CHARMING MEDITERRANEAN STYLE
• NEAR PROMENADE - WINDOWS OPEN
• GARDEN COURTYARD BUILDING
• TELEPHONE SYSTEM INCLUDED
• NEW PAINT AND CARPET
• FURNISHED AVAILABLE
• SHORT OR LONG TERM
• PARKING INCLUDED
• 2 TO 4 ROOMS
• AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY

MDR SHARE space. New suite, 
3 space in small Law Firm. Law 
Library, Conference Room, Re-
ceptionist, Copier, DSL, Parking 
Available, 90 Freeway close.
Starting at $800. (310)553-
0756.

OFFICE SPACE. 235-340 Sq 
Ft. Reasonable. 19th & 
Colorado Santa Monica 
310-453-4427

SANTA MONICA 1334 Lincoln 
Blvd 1140 sq/ft $2200/mo. and 
600 sq/ft 1300/mo. Can com-
bine. E. Keasbey (310)477-
3192.

SM/OCEAN PARK: room avail-
able in well located Chiropractic
& Acupuncture office 3 days 
per/wk $500/mo. Jasmine 
(310)392-9596.

WILSHIRE BLVD. in Santa 
Monica from 500 sq/ft & up. Re-
tail $2.75/per sqft. Office 
$1.85/per sqft. Surrounded by 
new buildings such as St.
Johns, UCLA & Santa Monica 
Hospital. Call (310)289-0499.

Real Estate

I WILL BUY YOUR 
MORTGAGE NOTE. CALL 
TODAY TO FIND OUT HOW 
YOU CAN CONVERT YOUR 
MONTHLY PAYMENTS INTO 
A LARGE LUMP SUM OF 
CASH.
818-878-3006

Real Estate

AGAPE ESTATES
Pride of Ownership

Homes and Units
Realtor and Developer

Call Today
310-745-4847
Buy or Sell Tomorrow

Real Estate Wanted
MOTIVATED BUYER: I buy 
houses, any area, any price, 
any condition .
Call (310)422-4933 .

Massage
$10 OFF/AD THERAPY & 
RELAX 1227 LINCOLN BLVD 
#201 SANTA MONICA 
(323)630-9506

BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal 
your body, mind, spirit. Thera-
peutic, Swedish, Deep-tissue.
Energy balancing. Strictly non-
sexual. Introductory specials 
from $50.00/1hr. Lynda, L.M.T.
(310)749-0621

DEEP TISSUE THERAPY 
$40/FLAT PROFESSIONAL 
AND NURTURING. I WILL 
ALSO TRADE MASSAGE 
PAUL (310)741-1901.

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong 
and tender relaxing bodywork 
by mature European. Professio-
nal Lady Sonja (310)397-0433.

OCEAN THERAPY: nice relax-
ing massage Spanish & Asian 
Staff (310)899-3709.

SENSUAL MASSAGE $100 
Special Sensual full body 
massage.Young, fit, positive 
attitude, fun & playful! Outcall 
only very discreet & classy.
Mara   310-797-2153

WESTSIDE BOMBSHELL
Sparkling green eyes, 5’2”, fit 
and toned. Naturally busty, 
soothing sensual touch, full 
body massage. Crystal 310-
339-6709 In/Out *Special Rate 
for Outcalls*

Announcements
ALZHEIMER’S SUPPORT GROUP
meeting. Last Wednesday of 
the month; at Sunrise Assisted 
Living, Pacific Palisades call 
(310)573-9545/Linda.

Business Opps
ABSOLUTE GOLDMINE! 60 
Vending machines with excel-
lent locations all for $10,995.
(800)234-6982.

INVESTOR WANTED to open 
large, upscale dollar store in 
Santa Monica.$70k Big Profits
213-280-6789

LOCAL VENDING route 60 ma-
chines. Locations  included, all 
for $10.995. (800)509-7909.

Fitness

Have Fun Getting
FIT By the BEACH

Inquire About Our Way to
Wellness Program! Exercise,

Eating & Stress Management … 
All In One Great Program!

Located at the Loews
Santa Monica Beach Hotel

310-842-5657
www.globalfitnesssolutionsonline.com

Feel Better…Lose Weight…Improve your Health!

Facials  • Yoga  • Pilates • Therapeutic Massage
Pregnancy & Post-pregnancy services

BRING IN A FRIEND FOR YOGA AND SHE’S FREE!

1333 Ocean Avenue in Santa Monica 

(310) 458-8190
Dr. Lisa Masterson, M.D. 

Ocean Oasis
A Medical Day Spa for Women

TAI CHI/I-CHIUNG classes in 
Santa Monica call for info.
(626)429-6360.

Lost & Found
FOUND EDUCATED Cat, mix 
breed, neutered male. 2 years, 
13 lbs. Top of his body is gray 
with black stripes and the un-
derside is white. He has white 
legs with a black spot on one 
rear leg and the other is white.
Found 9/30/03 on 2nd Street.
Call 310-395-6331 $500.00 
Reward

Personals
FINANCIAL SECURE 70 seek-
ing 50 plus, petite, secure lady 
for companion, travel, hiking, 
homelife. (310)452-3131.

MOTHER SEARCHING FOR 
DOUG HESSMAN, CANNOT 
TALK. BELIEVED TO BE IN 
STREET, WANTED HOME.
$1,000 REWARD GETTING 
HIM HOME TO MOTHER.

(310)453-4506.

SPIRITUAL CLEANSING
BY LAURA

Meditation Healings
Answers All Life Questions

$250-$500 per hour
Established & Licensed 

for 40 years
Morning Hours: 310-370-7659

Afternoon Hours: 310-374-9157

Located in Redondo Beach

Now offering obituary listings.
For more details call the Daily Press.

310.458.7737 ext. 111

Pay tribute
to a

loved one.

WELCOME
TO THE

WORLD!

The Daily Press is now 
running birth announcements

every Tuesday.

Call 310-458-PRESS (7737) x 101
for details.

Announce the
arrival of your
newest family

member.
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DENTAL
EMERGENCY?

UCLA Parkside Medical

2428 SANTA MONICA BLVD., SUITE 303 • SANTA MONICA

• Evening hours + emergency services
• Root Canals, Crowns, Veneers
• 20+ years of experience
• UCLA Graduate
• Most insurances accepted
• Cosmetic Dentistry

Dr. David Taft, DDS

310-315-3676

Services

COPPER REPIPE SPECIALIST
LOW WATER PRESSURE? RUSTY

UNSAFE WATER? GETTING SCALDED?
We specialize in Copper Repipe of 

private homes & apartments. Call us!
Senior Citizen Discount

FREE Estimates

1-877-379-9455
SOL’S PLUMBING

AMERICAN
EXPRESS

FREE
WATER HEATER

Lic#767143 Bonded & Ins.
ALL WORK IS GUARANTEED

ALWAYS A CLEAN QUALITY JOB!

BEST MOVERS
No job too small

2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR
Fully insured. We make it EZ.

Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!

Since 1975 Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193

A1 CONSTRUCTION, framing, 
drywall, electrical. 30 years in 
this area. Free estimate.
(310)475-0497 or (310)415-
7134.

Services

A/C CONSTRUCTION

COMMERCIAL
Residential Remodel

HONEST & RELIABLE

FREE ESTIMATES

310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

D.J. Service
Corporate & Private Events

Negotiable Rates
818.370.1659

D.J

MARCO TELECOM: Phone 
jacks, installation & repair. Re-
wiring phone line, splitting busi-
ness. (310)301-1926, pager:
(310)351-7673.

Services

AWARD 
PAINTING
When Quality Counts!

■ Excellent References
■ Knowledgable, Professional
■ Affordable Pricing
■ Mastercard /Visa
■ Faux Finishing
■ Proper Preparation
■ Beautiful Finish Work
■ Satisfaction Guaranteed

Call Dave Ward for a 
Free Estimate:

(310) 641-1235
30+ Years
Experience

Insured Lic. 502762

B.C. HAULING clean-up; all 
types big truck; hydrolic liftgate 
-small truck. No Saturdays.
(310)714-1838.

GET ORGANIZED!
for filing system set-ups,

unpacking from a major move,
uncluttering closets and 
other home/office paper 

management problems, etc.

HIRE A PROFESSIONAL 
ORGANIZER!

Call Christine Cohen:
310-274-4988

Member: National Association of Professional Organizers

PAINTING TOP QUALITY  A&A 
custom,Interior And Exterior .
Free Quote. Jeff Arrieta 
(310)560-9864.

Services

DAVIS 
PLUMBING

Specializing in
repipes, earthquakes,

valves, remodeling

and water heaters

FREE 
ESTIMATES

RICK
310-809-3884

HOME THEATER AND MUSIC:
system design, installing and 
troubleshooting. 16 years expe-
rience with audio/video sys-
tems, satellite, cable, telephone 
and computer networks.
(310)450-6540.

“JENNY CAN CLEAN-IT”
fast, reliable. We take care of 
your cleaning, own transporta-
tion. $40 (818)705-0297.

KITCHEN & Bath Remodeling, 
Room additions.Free estimate 
Lic#615195 -(888)907-6444

PICTURE FRAMES custom 
made by professional (310)980-
2674.

Services

NBM CONSTRUCTION
Room Additions, Remodel,

Electric, Plumbing, Carpentry
(888) 420-5866 

Lic#745354

NOTICE TO
READERS:

California  law requires that 
contractors taking jobs that
total $500 or more (labor or 

materials) be licensed by the 
Contractors State License 

Board. State law also requires 
that contractors include their

license number on all 
advertising.You can check the 

status of your licensed 
contractor at www.cslb.ca.gov 
or 800-321-CSLB. Unlicensed 

contractors taking jobs that
total less than $500 must state

in their advertisements that 
they are not licensed by the 
Contractors State License 

Board.

Steve’s
DISCOUNT
PLUMBING
DRAINS • HEAT

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

(310) 439-7771 ALL PRICES NEGOTIABLE

Lic.#759420
All Work

Guaranteed
24
HOUR

15% OFF WITH THIS AD

When You Get Ready to Fix Up, Call Us!

NED PARKER 
CONSTRUCTION

Bonded & Insured • Lic#658-486
PAINTING • CARPENTRY • ROOFING

CONCRETE • ELECTRICAL

323.871.8869

Services

PAINTING
Highest Quality
Clean/On Time

Many Local References

310-475-6488

BRICK
REPAIR
GUTTER

CLEANING
Quick Responses. Call:

310-475-0864

WALLPAPER REMOVAL &
INSTALLATION

wall texture/ painting Glenn’s 
Wallpaper Service.

(310)686-8505.

Computer Services
COMPUTER HELP: Your office 
or home. Typing, tutorial, Micro-
soft Word, Excel, Access, inter-
net navigation, software instal-
lation. Also, notary public serv-
ices. (310)207-3366

SALES CONSULTANT; Retail, 
Wholesale & Manufacturing.
Training, strategy & business 
development. Founder of Million 
Dollar Businesses. John
310-739-3287

VERY PATIENT friendly & af-
fordable repairs, set-ups, train-
ing networks and more! Digital 
Duchess. (310)395-6884.

Classified Advertising Conditions :RREEGGUULLAARR RRAATTEE: 2.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 20 per word per day. Ad must run a minimum of twelve consecutive days.
PPRREEMMIIUUMMSS: First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra. Please call for rates. TTYYPPOOSS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry,
we do not issue credit after an ad has run more than once. DDEEAADDLLIINNEESS: 4:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 4:00
p.m. PPAAYYMMEENNTT: All private party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CCOORRRREESSPPOONNDDEENNCCEE: To place your ad call our offices 9 a.m. to 5
p.m., Monday through Friday, (310)458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press, P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406 or stop in
at our office located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Ste. 202. OOTTHHEERR  RRAATTEESS:: For information about the professional services directory or classified display ads, please call
our office at (310)458-7737.

WE ARE THE 

GIG IN TOWN!

Call Mitch at the Santa Monica Daily Press 310.458.7737 ext.111

The Daily Press Hiring Guarantee:
Run an ad in the classified section of the Santa Monica Daily
Press for 4 weeks and we’ll guarantee that you’ll find the perfect
employee! Call for more details.

Classiest
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SANTA MONICA RESIDENTS ...

SANTA MONICA FORD IS THE
We are currently the #!1 volume Ford dealership in the U.S.A. *based on a combination
of retail and fleet sales and to maintain this distinction we MUST not lose your business.

It is imperative you contact us before you purchase that next Ford.

SAVE $30

#1 VOLUME FORD
DEALER IN THE U.S.A.*

SANTA MONICA 1230 Santa Monica Blvd. • 310.451-1588
If you purchase elsewhere ... you probably paid too much!

Minor Service
for only $39.95

◆ Oil Change & Oil Filter Replacement
◆ Lube Hinges, Latches & Applicable Chassis Parts
◆ Silicone Protection of Window Weather Strips
◆ Check Fluid Levels & Top Off to Factory Specifications
◆ Inspect Cooling System, Hoses & Belts
◆ Check Running Lights for Proper Operation
◆ Check Suspension System
◆ Inspect Exhaust System for Corrosion
◆ Inspect & Rotate Tires, Adjust Pressures
◆ Multi-Point Inspection Report Card

Good through January 31st, 2004. Must present coupon at time of write up. 

Excludes diesels & HD “E” & “F” series vehicles/OP code PMinor.

NEW! 2004
Focus LX

ID# 4W103961 STK# 432096

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$15,610

SM Ford Discount . . . . . . . . . . . .$1,300

Factory Rebate  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$2,000

College Grad Program . . . . . . . . . .$400

2003
Explorer XLT

ID# 1F3ZB01661 STK# 30949

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$32,005

SM Ford Discount . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,600

Factory Rebate  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$4,000

College Grad Program . . . . . . . . . .$400

$23,995Net Cost
to you

$11,980Net Cost
to you

NEW! 2004
Taurus SES

ID# 1F4A137731 STK# 432193

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$23,700

SM Ford Discount . . . . . . . . . . . .$2,500

Factory Rebate  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,000

College Grad Program . . . . . . . . . .$400

$17,800Net Cost
to you

NEW! 2004
Mustang

ID# 1F4F102738 STK# 432194

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$19,160

SM Ford Discount . . . . . . . . . . . .$1,800

Factory Rebate  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,000

College Grad Program . . . . . . . . . .$400

$13,960Net Cost
to you

1 at this price

$11,980Net Cost
to you 1 at this price

$13,960Net Cost
to you 1 at this price

$17,800Net Cost
to you 1 at this price

0%FINANCING
on approved credit on

selected vehicles in lue

of rebates.

All vehicles plus tax and license plus documentation fee.
All vehicles subject to prior sale. Ad expires 48 hours after publication.

By The Associated Press

■ RICHMOND, Va. — Legendary country crooner
Jimmy Dean says the Sara Lee Corp. has dropped him
as spokesman for the sausage company he founded
more than three decades ago. 

In a statement Monday, the 75-year-old multimillion-
aire says the Chicago-based maker of food, apparel and
household products told him last year he no longer
meets the company’s marketing needs. 

“The company told me that they were trying to attract
the younger housewife, and they didn’t think I was the
one to do that,” Dean said in an interview. “I think it’s
the dumbest thing. But you know, what do I know?” 

Julie Ketay, a spokeswoman for Sara Lee, said
Monday that the company chose not to renew Dean’s
contract in May because the “brand was going in a new
direction” that demanded a shift in marketing. 

“We’re focusing more on the product, not the person.
Our consumers want convenience and great taste,”
Ketay said. 

Sara Lee, Dean said, pays him an undisclosed
amount for the use of his name, his likeness and his
marketing participation in the Jimmy Dean product line.
The company will still retain rights to his name and
image, but it has reduced its payments to reflect its dis-
missal of Dean as the line’s spokesman, Dean said. 

■ LOS ANGELES — He knows he’ll never get the
chance, but Jeff Probst would love to play “Survivor”
instead of just be the host. 

“I would love to try it now that I’ve seen how it
changes people’s lives, because you just don’t get that
opportunity to test yourself like that,” he said. 

He likes both the physical and mental aspects of the
game, and thinks he’d make a good contestant because he
has a strong point of view and isn’t afraid to express it.
But it wouldn’t be fair to play, having been host, he said. 

Eighteen past “Survivor” contestants return for the

all-star edition, which premieres Feb. 1 after the Super
Bowl on CBS. Two past contestants were invited but
didn’t come back, said Mark Burnett, the series’ execu-
tive producer. 

One, Elisabeth Hasselbeck — formerly Filarski — is
now a co-host on ABC’s “The View.” Colleen Haskell
from the first show didn’t want to go back. 

“She just had enough — just had moved on in her life
and genuinely didn’t want to go through that again,”
Burnett said. 

■ LOS ANGELES — Simon Cowell is no fan of
“World Idol.” 

The competition over the holidays among winners of
“Pop Idol” contests in different countries didn’t really
work, said the caustic judge from “American Idol.” 

“I hated it,” he said Friday. “I didn’t see the point, if
I’m being honest with you.” 

Norway’s Kurt Nilsen won the contest in something
of an upset over Kelly Clarkson of the United States,
who didn’t seem particularly thrilled to be there. 

“They’ve all won,” Cowell said. “You’re making,
you know, 10 winners losers, and the point was that
Kelly had paid her dues.” 

“She didn’t lose,” he said. “She already won.” 
The new season of “American Idol” premiered

Monday on Fox. 

■ BANGKOK, Thailand — Oliver Stone has sum-
moned 20 armor-clad elephants and hundreds of actors
to central Thailand to shoot scenes for his latest epic,
“Alexander.” 

Apparently the writer-director doesn’t want anyone
else around. 

“It’s a closed set,” said publicist Michael Singer. “It’s
to allow the production to go ahead without distractions.” 

With few exceptions, the media has been barred from
visiting the set of the film about Alexander the Great,

which stars Colin Farrell as the Macedonian conqueror. 
Furthermore, cast members said they’d been warned not

to take their own photographs of a battle scene being filmed
this week in Lopburi province, 71 miles north of Bangkok. 

“We’ve been warned that if Oliver sees us with a
camera, he’ll storm over, stomp all over the camera and
personally escort you off the set,” said an actor who
asked not to be identified. 

The team is shooting scenes in which Alexander con-
fronts an Indian king, Porus, during his invasion of India
in 325 B.C. More filming is planned in northeastern
Ubon Ratchathani province in coming weeks. 

Filming also took place on location in Morocco and at
studios near London since the production began last
September. The film is scheduled for release in November. 

“Alexander” co-stars Angelina Jolie, Anthony
Hopkins and Val Kilmer. It was unknown whether any
of the stars will be filming in Thailand. 

■ BINGHAMTON, N.Y. — A state university
wrestling program that faces the budget ax is getting
some help from William Baldwin. 

The star of movies including “Backdraft” and
“Sliver” has joined the fight to save the sport at the State
University of New York at Binghamton. 

The program has been targeted for elimination by
university president Lois DeFleur as part of an attempt
to save money. New York state is facing a $5.1 billion
deficit, and all state institutions have been told to hold
the line on spending. 

The 40-year-old Baldwin — who wrestled at the uni-
versity nearly 20 years ago — told WNBF radio in
Binghamton that he and other supporters of the program
have offered to raise funds to keep it going. 

DeFleur said that during a recent meeting at the uni-
versity, wrestling supporters made threats to college
officials. But Baldwin told the radio station that DeFleur
is misrepresenting the facts and efforts to save the pro-
gram will continue.

Jimmy Dean loses sizzle in sausage marketing plan


