MONDAY, JANUARY 21, 2002

Volume 1, Issue 60

Santa Wonica Daify ress

Serving Santa Monica for the past 71 days

SMPD changes response to domestic violence

Police department will start
using city-funded program

BY ANDREW H. FIXMER
Special to the Daily Press

A publicly-funded social services program fell
through the cracks of City Hall bureaucracy the past few
years, resulting in a waste of taxpayer money and leaving
domestic violence victims without a place to turn.

Commanding officers at Santa Monica Police
Department knew of the program but failed to advertise
its existence to cops working in the field. Even though
the city gives annually about $50,000 to “On Call
Emergency Advocate Network,” also known as OCEAN,
the Santa Monica-based organization has never become

“The chief wasn’t interested in
using OCEAN because the LAPD
were using them; he wanted to use
their service because they are an
additional resource’”

— CAPT. PHIL SANCHEZ
Santa Monica Police Department

part of the police department’s procedures when dealing
with domestic violence victims. It just wasn’t a priority

for law enforcement officials.
Embraced in neighboring Venice Beach, OCEAN is

contacted after police respond to a domestic violence
call. The program is designed to offer resources to
domestic violence victims. The organization gives free
legal advice, lock changes, baby-sitting, medical care
assistance and counseling.

When officials on the city’s Commission on the Status

of Women realized last year that the police department
wasn’t using the service, they wanted an explanation.

At their December meeting, they wondered why bat-
tered women in Venice Beach are so different from bat-
tered women in Santa Monica. They also wanted to know
why the service, used widely just blocks away, is so neg-
lected at home.

“Essentially, we were paying for something they
weren’t using,” said Kelley Hayes-Raitt, a commission
member who recently led the investigation into the police
department. “But we also wanted to make sure battered

See OCEAN, page 3

Green Party enlists
activists for city s
proposed ordinance

BY ANDREW H. FIXMER
Special to the Daily Press

Green party activists from
throughout the state met this past
weekend to find ways to enact liv-
ing wage ordinances in other
California towns.

Santa Monica City Councilman
Kevin McKeown, a featured
speaker at the workshop, shared
his experiences in creating the
city’s proposed ordinance which
will be decided on by voters this

Andrew H. Fixmer/Daily Press
Madeline Janis-Aparicio lectures to Green
Party activists on how to enact living wage
laws in their home communities like the one

Greens rallying the troops for living wage battle

businesses located in the “Coastal
Tourism Zone” that gross more
than $5 million annually to pay
their employees a higher wage and
provide health insurance.

“If we shoot short, we will end
up shooting ourselves in the foot,”
said McKeown. “We don't need

another minimum wage, we need

to finally enact a true living
wage.”

The Greens also enlisted the
help of Vivian Rothstein, president
of Santa Monicans for Responsible
Tourism, and Madeline Janis-
Aparicio of Los Angeles Alliance
for a New Economy, who helped
enact living wage ordinances in
the city of Los Angeles and in Los
Angeles County.
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Andrew H. Fixmer/Daily Press
Councilman Kevin McKeown tells Green

proposed in Santa Monica. Working for the
Los Angeles Alliance for a New Economy, she
helped enact living wage ordinances in the
city of Los Angeles and Los Angeles County. country. It would require private

November.

Residents here could enact the
strongest living wage law in the

Opponents of the living wage
ordinance say the measure jeop-
ardizes the city’s annual $700 mil-

See GREEN PARTY, page 3

Party activists he anticipates years of
lawsuits from businesses if voters enact
the city’'s proposed living wage ordi-
nance this November.

Curtains for downtown playhouse?

By Daily Press staff

With the threat of a rent increase, the
historic playhouse on Fourth Street may
have to shut its doors.

The Santa Monica Playhouse,
which is celebrating its 40th year pro-
viding a host of programs and per-
formances downtown, is looking for
close to $500,000 to buy the facility.
The non-profit professional theatre is
asking the Santa Monica City Council
to help in its plight.

The playhouse’s current lease is up
and its landlord gave officials 18 months
to raise money so they can buy the
building. If they can’t, they face a 20
percent rent increase. Currently the city
gives no money to the playhouse,
although it will receive $9,050 this year
from the cultural arts organizational sup-
port program and is a regular recipient
of the Cultural Affairs Division’s
Community Arts Grants.

The theatre presents about 10 theatri-
cal performances each week. It also

presents 10 productions each year
involving Santa Monica’s oldest profes-
sional acting company, “The Actors
Repertory Program,” as well as the New
Playwrights Series, the Jewish Heritage
Program and the International Cultural
Exchange Program. Along with educa-
tional programs, the playhouse offers six
musicals for children and families each — - .
Carolyn Sackariason/Daily Press

year. . . . . The Playhouse on Fourth Street is asking
The city council will review the the city for financial assistance in its effort
request at its Tuesday meeting. to stay open.

il

? : g g;({l/[/é’{.(/(’/ 1//(((1,'/?/  RQuuality S8rand Name C¥ utcher

Off Any Watch
Purchase

SANTA MONICA MALL « SECOND FLOOR ¢ KIOSK, near WetSeal

TENZER

Commerical Brokerage Group, Inc.
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gL Lunch

MONDAY — Cajun Style Filet of Basa Sole $8.95

w/ Rice, Potatoes & Slaw

TUESDAY — Taco Tuesday

a la carte

WEDNESDAY — Fish n” Chips

All Day $3.50

All Day $5.95

THURSDAY — Salmon Special $8.95
w/ Rice, Potatoes & Slaw
FRIDAY — Cajun Cat Fish $8.95

w/ Rice, Potatoes & Slaw
’ > ‘
1220 3rd St. Promenade REEL |““
Santa Monica ’ FRESH FISH MARKET [y
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HOROSCOPE

Pisces, meet a friend after work

G A [ -Dynamic (T
ARIES (March 21-April 19)
[ Expenses cause you to stop in your tracks.

Think in terms of gain through an important connec-
tion or friendship. Clearly, someone adores you and is
more than happy to do whatever he or she can to ease
your path. Pressure will build if you assume a carefree
attitude. Tonight: Balance your checkbook.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

[ Your smile proves to be a winner, even with
a boss or a difficult associate. Use your ability to see
through problems. Others can be easily coaxed if you
employ a diplomatic tactic. Others respond to your
insight and direction. Tonight: In the limelight.

@’ GEMINI (May 21-June 20)

Take your time when seeking insight. Question
what is happening behind the scenes and also within
yourself. You sometimes need to stop and be intro-
spective. Well-wishers from a distance confuse the
moment, even if they only intend the best! Tonight:
Time for you.

@ CANCER (June 21-July 22)

Others seek you out. You might have your
hands full dealing with a personal or financial matter
and when handling a group concern. Use your diplo-
matic style to merge your two interests. Express your
concerns in a meeting. Others will listen. Tonight:
Follow a pal’s lead.

% LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
[Im Take charge at work. Tension could be unusu-

ally high with others demanding what they want in a
somewhat cloying manner. Keep explaining why your
objectives are what they are. Willingly work late if you
need to. Remember how often you’re a role model!
Tonight: Could be a late one.

@vmeo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

[  Your efforts go up in smoke because of new
information that heads in your direction. You can’t
change what it is, but you can make decisions as to
how to prevent a flub-up like this one in the future. A
co-worker means well. Tonight: Relax. Surf the Net.

JACQUELINE BIGAR'S STARS

The stars show the kind of day you'll have:
-Positive [l

-Average [ -So-so [-Difficult

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

[ Deal with someone on a one-on-one level.
You find distraction to be a problem. A certain person
might feel unduly jeopardized by your response to
someone else. Curb your flirting and keep business
your highest priority. You will have plenty of time for
fun later. Tonight: Play like you’re a kid again.

@SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

[mm Someone has more control over your day than
you might like. Personal and domestic matters need to
go on the back burner so you can meet someone’s
demands. You might be overwhelmed by expectations.
Follow someone’s lead. Tonight: Out and about.

@SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
M@  Stay nice and even when dealing with others.
You might not be exactly sure what to expect. Though
you like what you’re doing, you might not appreciate
all the distractions. Keep your focus and screen calls if
need be. Tonight: Get some exercise, please.

@CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

[ Think about your long-term desires involving
a child or new friend. The affection continues to
develop. You seem to lose control with this person,
especially when it involves saying “no.” Maybe now
you can identify with others! Tonight: Treat someone
to dinner.

&Y/ AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

[m Could too much be happening too quickly?
Only you know for sure. Understand if you cannot
keep your normal organization; you might want to pull
back and accept less commitment. Do what you do
100 percent. Don’t do anything halfway! Tonight:
Relax at home.

55/ PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)

Your mind works on overdrive, though you
might have difficulty expressing all that you are think-
ing. Perhaps you need to slow down or close your

door. Put some organization into your day-to-day
planning. You easily could be overwhelmed. Tonight:

Meet a friend after work and relax.

Today ... Mostly sunny
Tomorrow ... Partly cloudy
Wednesday ... Mostly sunny

High—63°F Low—45°F
High—56°F Low—40°F
High—65°F Low—39°F

d QUOTE of the DAY

_
7z

“Don’t be humble. You’re not that great.”

— Golda Meir (1898-1978)
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LOCAL

children.

JoannaTurner, youth director of the Trinity Baptist Church, sets
up her stand and passes out free popcorn to neighborhood

Del PastraﬁaJDain Press

City could face years
of lawsuits if living
wage is enacted

GREEN PARTY, from page 1

lion hotel industry, and the $40 mil-
lion in taxes the municipality
receives from it.

“We’'re not calling to
hurt the hotels with
boycotts.”

— VIVIAN ROTHSTEIN

Santa Monicans for Responsible Tourism

Kathy Dodson, executive direc-
tor of the Santa Monica Chamber of
Commerce, has said before that
mandating what businesses pay
their employees is dangerous and
will ultimately hurt them in the long
run. Many restaurant owners
already have said they will stop
serving lunch to get under the $5
million revenue cap.

The Santa Monica Chamber of
Commerce is leading the charge
against the ordinance, calling it dis-
criminatory and unfair.

“Here in Santa Monica business-
es are always paying above the fed-
eral minimum wage rate because
the market has already set a (higher)
rate,” Dodson recently told the

Daily Press. “In this instance they
(the city) are targeting businesses
geographically and financially, but
they conveniently exclude union-
ized hotels and city employees.

Supporters of the living wage
movement argue that the federal
minimum wage is ineffective
because it is set well below the
poverty level, leaving many fami-
lies on welfare, food stamps and
without health benefits.

“Sure, we have brought in all
these jobs but the workers who fill
the ranks have to turn to govern-
ment to pay the bills or buy gro-
ceries,” said Rothstein. “Basically,
taxpayers are subsidizing the low
wages corporations’ pay their
employees.”

When Green party activists sug-
gested organizing a boycott of
hotels who are fighting the living
wage ordinance, supporters said
that would only hurt employees
they are trying to help.

“We’re not calling to hurt the
hotels with  boycotts,” said
Rothstein. “All we want to do is
help the workers, but a boycott
would only make their economic
hardships worse.”

Activists also warned that in
order to wage an effective living
wage campaign, a solid legal team
needs to be in place. McKeown said
that even if voters enact the ordi-
nance in November, legal chal-

Commission waits for results
on SMPD’s new procedures

OCEAN, from page 1

women had access to all the resources avail-
able to them.”

An internal review was launched this month
by the police department into how it trains its
officers for domestic violence situations, what
information is contained in the reports officers
file, and an overall look at the department’s
protocols on domestic violence.

“We want to continually improve our serv-
ice to the community,” said SMPD Capt. Phil
Sanchez, who acted as an intermediary
between the commission and Santa Monica
Police Chief James T. Butts Jr. “I listened to
their concerns, looked at what we were doing
and filed a report with my recommendations to
the chief.”

“OCEAN allows law
enforcement to concentrate
on the criminal aspects
without getting involved
in social service.

— SUE WILLIS
LAPD detective

The plan proposed by Sanchez and enacted
by Chief Butts is a three-prong approach on
changing how officers respond to domestic
violence.

First, the entire department has to undergo
annual training by OCEAN officials and com-
manding officers will get specialized training.
Police reports now must include why officers
did or did not choose to call OCEAN.

OCEAN places advocates at the UCLA
emergency room, connects them with the Santa
Monica attorney’s office and provides a 24-
hour hotline for police and emergency workers.

“Our program encompasses an entire
response model — as far as we know nobody
else is doing our model anywhere in the
world,” said Pat Butler, director of OCEAN.
“We’re not here to tell you what to do, but what
we’re going to do is tell you what services are
available and help you get to them any way
possible.”

At the Pacific division of the Los Angeles
Police Department, which covers Venice
Beach and the surrounding shore communities,
detectives have long been using OCEAN to
help domestic violence victims.

Because detectives in that division often
have large case loads, many cannot afford the

time to hold a victim’s hand through the
process of getting a restraining order or
answering questions about public assistance

programs.
But they can refer victims to OCEAN

which gives each victim a personal counselor
to talk through the stages of leaving the abu-
sive relationship.

“OCEAN allows law enforcement to con-
centrate on the criminal aspects without getting
involved in social service,” said LAPD Det.
Sue Willis, who has worked with OCEAN for
three years. “We have a very trusting relation-
ship, which is not too common in law enforce-
ment to have with an outside agency.”

Willis said the Santa Monica Police
Department has nothing to lose by cooperating
with OCEAN officials.

“If they begin to use them, I’'m sure they
will see the benefits quickly,” she said. “They
bridge police jargon with what a civilian can
understand. They are able to really fill an
important void in how law enforcement han-
dles domestic violence.”

The Santa Monica Police Department
brought in OCEAN officials to brief each shift
at the roll call meeting, where senior officers
brief the officers before going on duty. The
question and answer session proved very pop-
ular and OCEAN already has been asked back
for an encore.

“The chief wants to change the educational
curve,” said Capt. Sanchez. “We want to show
officers this is a good resource for us and the
victim.”

The LAPD Pacific division responds to
many more calls for domestic violence than
Santa Monica, giving local officers more flex-
ibility in helping victims and providing a more
personalized approach to each domestic vio-
lence case.

Last year the Pacific division responded to
740 domestic violence calls in Venice Beach
and 540 in West LA. Santa Monica police
responded to 317 in 2000 and 236 in 2001.

“The chief wasn’t interested in using
OCEAN because the LAPD were using them;
he wanted to use their service because they are
an additional resource,” said Sanchez.

However, members on the Commission of
the Status of Women want to review the
domestic violence calls for January at next
month’s meeting. Then they will know for sure
if the changes are working and OCEAN is
being brought in to help.

“All the new training and institutional
changes the department is making are very
gratifying,” said Hayes-Raitt. “But the real test
will be at the end of the month when we have
new figures.”

lenges will likely delay the ordinance for years.

“They will sue the city after voters pass it in
a last ditch effort to revoke it,” he said. “It’ll tie
the city up in lawsuits but, hey, that's life in gov-
ernment.”

McKeown told activists that it’s not just his
re-election and the fate of the living wage are at
stake this year, but also a measure that would
completely rewrite the local election process.

“It’s imperative that we win this year. We’re
going to kick ass,” he said. “We’re going to do
it in a nice way because we’re Greens, but we’re
out to kick ass this year.”

The measure McKeown referred to — the
Voters Election Reform Initiative for a True
Accountability System, or VERITAS — would
allow for the direct election of the mayor and
divide the city into city council districts.

Incidentally, McKeown said the measure
would leave him without a district to run from.

“But I'm sure that’s only a coincidence,” he joked.

McKeown said just before the council voted
to enact the living wage ordinance, a group of
hotel owners invited him to lunch and threat-
ened to end his political career if he helped
enact the measure.

“They said voting in favor of the living wage
would be considered a scorched earth policy
toward them,” he said. “And they will now
come after me personally in this election.”

McKeown said this year’s election could be
one of the costliest in city history because the
hotel and restaurant industry is likely to pump
millions into supporting the VERITAS referen-
dum and defeating the living wage ordinance.

“They are working hard to defeat us in Santa
Monica right now,” McKeown said. “If it works
in Santa Monica, similar legislation could be
enacted in other tourism heavy cities. And
believe me, that scares them to no end.”
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— Village Park Newsletter
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Sundance heavy on family,
strange love and stalkers

BY DAVID GERMAIN
AP Movie Writer

PARK CITY, Utah — Love and fam-
ily conflict of all varieties were well-rep-
resented at this year’s Sundance Film
Festival, with a dose of self-abuse and
self-replication and plenty of stalkers
thrown in.

Here are some highlights of films that
played the festival, which ended Sunday:

—"“Tadpole”: Some movies dead-on
nail everything they set out to do, and
Gary Winick’s smart, raucously funny
family farce is one of them. Sigourney
Weaver, John Ritter, Bebe Neuwirth and
newcomer Aaron Stanford star in this
twist on the stepmother yarn, the story of
an incredibly precocious 15-year-old
with a passion for a certain older woman.
Great humor, great heart, great brains and
a great cast. Winick won the fest’s dra-
matic directing prize.

—“Personal Velocity™: Kyra
Sedgwick, Parker Posey and Fairuza
Balk shine in a film trilogy about three
enormously engaging women at the
biggest crossroads of their lives. Director
Rebecca Miller, who adapted the film
from her book, makes innovative use of
flashback, voice-overs and an artful mix
of still and moving images to propel her
highly literate, insightful portraits. The
film earned Sundance’s top dramatic
honor, the grand jury prize.

—"“Secretary”: Love takes all forms is
the message of Steven Shainberg’s
bizarrely touching story that presents
sadomasochism as a viable form of affec-
tion — for the right couple. Maggie
Gyllenhaal is beguiling as a self-mutilat-
ing woman who finds an anchor in her
abusive new boss (James Spader), an
attorney for whom a good spanking sig-
nifies sound office discipline.

—“One Hour Photo”: Robin Williams
in a physical and psychological transfor-
mation as a bland photo clerk who obses-
sively dotes on a family of customers,
then turns into a menacing stalker when
he learns the truth about their seemingly
picture-perfect life. Some nice twists from
director Mark Romanek, and Williams
proves as good at deranged and dangerous
as he’s been at warm and cuddly.

—“Teknolust”: The adage “nothing in
excess” does not apply to Tilda Swinton;
when it comes to the potential Oscar
nominee for “The Deep End,” the more
the better. Here, she handles four roles in
Lynn Hershman Leeson’s off-the-wall
sci-fi tale of a scientist who creates three

adorably self-aware replicants of herself.
Swinton delivers with abandon, and
Leeson poses thoughtful questions about
love, consciousness, loneliness and sex.

—“Rain”: New Zealand director
Christine Jeffs evokes a gut-wrenching
idyll of childhood giving way to harsh
adulthood. Set in the early 1970s, the film
follows a sexually awakening teen-age
girl on summer holiday with her parents
and younger brother. The mother-daugh-
ter dynamic is mesmerizing, the climax
devastating, and Alicia Fulford-
Wierzbicki performs beyond her years as
the teen.

—“The Dangerous Lives of Altar
Boys”: Worthwhile if only for the chance
to see Jodie Foster in nun’s habit, playing
a stern taskmaster at a Roman Catholic
school. Emile Hirsch and Kieran Culkin
star as students whose rebellion against
school authority leads to tragedy. The
movie features fine performances and
clever animation depicting the boys’ fan-
tasy life as superheroes battling
“Nunzilla.” Foster also was a producer on
the film.

—“Face”: Director and co-writer
Bertha Bay-Sa Pan skillfully weaves the
story of three generations of Chinese-
American women in two time frames. In
the late 1970s, an unwanted pregnancy
and forced marriage ruins the business
plans of a young woman, while 20 years
later, she returns to America from Hong
Kong to make a hesitant attempt to con-
nect with her daughter, who was raised
by her grandmother. A sweet examination
of tradition and modern times at odds.

—"“Cherish”: Even as it clings to many
cliches of the genre, Finn Taylor’s thriller
defies enough of the conventions to make
it an original take on stalker flicks.
Preyed upon by an obsessive pursuer, a
woman (Robin Tunney) is wrongly
charged in a policeman’s death and
placed under house arrest, striking up an
odd romantic relationship with the cop
(Tim Blake Nelson) who tends her elec-
tronic bracelet.

—"“Anna Is Being Stalked”: Pound for
pound, this short film may have been the
most entertaining seven minutes at
Sundance. A hilarious twist on the knife-
wielding maniac, the film presents a
strong heroine who ends up as mother
hen for her absolutely toothless stalker.
Directors Scott Prendergast and Gabriel
Rhodes have keen comic sensibilities that
should translate nicely if and when they
do a full-length movie.

Plan for homeless laid out

By The Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — The issue of homelessness has plagued — and divided —

this city for years.

The first of the plans to deal with homelessness as people announce their bids for
mayor has come from Supervisor Gavin Newsom.

Newsom’s plan would ban panhandling on median strips in roadways and in park-
ing lots, provide 24-hour shelters and improve shelter conditions, as well as use iden-
tification cards and fingerprinting to track who uses the city’s homeless services.

There are 7,300 homeless people in San Francisco, and the city spends more than
$100 million a year on services for them. The evidence of homelessness — human
feces on sidewalks and people passed out — has led the city’s tourist industry and
neighborhood groups to push for the officials to clean up the city.

But homeless advocates say the plan doesn’t show compassion or an understanding

of the plight of the homeless.
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Enron: Too much, too fast corrupts a good idea

The rise and fall of a
doomed company

BY JEFF DONN

Associated Press Writer

HOUSTON — Several years before
the meltdown, something already seemed
out of whack to Tom Brigger at Enron’s
Corp. headquarters here.

Everyone hustled around in a ceaseless
buzz. Ideas flew, sparked projects every-
where, ran through hurried testing — and
often quickly dropped out of sight.
Brigger, who oversaw Enron’s mid-
Atlantic unit for energy-management serv-
ices, wondered how much energy was
wasted.

“We moved forward constantly. It
would change directions constantly, and
nobody would ask what this is going to
cost. It would just blow my mind,” says
Brigger, who left Enron in July to form a
smaller company. “They were growing ...
so rapidly, there is no way they could put a
plan together.”

Enron succeeded fabulously in the
1990s — or so it seemed — by dreaming
up a new model for an energy business.
Enron would be light on steel and concrete
and even lighter on its feet. In short order,
Enron became the new industry’s swag-
gering giant.

Enron grew so big and so fast, pumped
up its stock so high, and wooed so many
big shots that the company intimidated
competitors and intoxicated analysts, busi-
ness gurus, reporters — and maybe even
itself. As clever deals piled up and the
money spigot never shut, Enron’s leader-
ship came to feel, by many inside
accounts, that it could do no wrong and
could never be touched by anything.

Yet the company with the tilted “E”
logo has tumbled — unbelievably within
two months — into the biggest business
bankruptcy in American history and a truly
Enron-sized corruption scandal.

‘Weakling’ flexes his muscles

In the old comic-book ad, a skinny
weakling gets a faceful of sand, courtesy
of a bully, and decides to transform him-
self. He builds up his muscles, and hits the
beach again, this time with an attitude.
That weakling was Kenneth Lay.

A Missouri native with deceptively
avuncular ways, Lay earned a University
of Houston economics doctorate, worked
as an economist at Exxon, and took over as
chairman of Houston Natural Gas in 1984.
The decades-old government controls on
the natural gas business were softening up
to let in new cost-cutters, and operators
were devouring one another in mergers.
Lay fought off one would-be merger
before he was obliged to hitch to larger
Internorth, another natural gas company in
Omaha, Neb. Enron was born as the owner
of 37,000 miles of interstate pipeline.

Enron would reshape itself primarily
into a wholesale buyer and seller of natu-
ral gas. Why can’t customers be given
alternatives: small or big volume, fixed or
variable price, length of contract, even
time of day for delivery? Enron would
offer one-stop shopping for trimmings like
built-in credit and hedge investments that
could be used to ease losses. With the right
computer models, statistical methods and
a belly for risk, money could be made by
the barrel, without producing a thimble of
natural gas.

It was a risky notion that tended to
appeal more to Wall Street than to the
stodgier, old boy petroleum business of
Texas. But Enron’s directors, seeing drab
prospects otherwise, were willing to
endorse radical change.

Enron’s timing was good: Federal regu-
lators were heading in the same direction
of loosening regulatory reins. When Enron
opened trading at its GasBank in 1989,
customers also bought into it, and in a big
way.
“Skilling said, ‘Let’s give customers
choice.” That was an astonishing sugges-
tion for an industry that had basically dealt
in a one-size-fits-all model for decades,”
says Robert Bruner, who teaches Enron as
a case study in business at the University
of Virginia.

Lay wanted choice for Enron too. That
meant handling lots of buys and sales,
pumping lots of capital, and flooding new
markets with overwhelming money and
manpower.

“Enron exploded out of the blocks and
became the 900-pound gorilla,” says
Bruner. Within five years, Enron was bro-
kering electricity deals.

In its 15-year rise, by the year 2000,
Enron boomed into the world’s biggest
energy dealer and the country’s No. 7
company with $101 billion in annual busi-
ness, at least according to their method of
figuring revenue. It had about 20,000
employees.

Ken Lay and company were the big
men on the beach now.

Cash flows freely

Flush with cash, Enron put on business
meetings to remember.

Matt Mitchell, 29, still remembers his
ribeye steak. Then there was that $35 shot
of whiskey that somebody downed. And
the $700 worth of wine lapped up by his
15-member engineering group at a swank
Houston restaurant.

“I don’t think we ever discussed busi-
ness,” Mitchell says of that meeting.

The perks were plentiful at Enron’s
$200 million headquarters too. There was
dry cleaning and a service that, for a min-
imal fee, would walk your dog while you
worked. The 50-story tower housed a doc-
tor’s office — with a free doctor — and a
gym.

The money — often in copious
amounts — also encouraged loyalty. For
Mitchell, who had just joined Enron in
June 2000, it was an $11,000 bonus on top
of his $84,000 annual salary.

For many, the money took the form of
Enron stock. They bought it, took it in
bonuses, or held it from company contri-
butions to their retirement plans.

Charles Prestwood, of Conroe, a
pipeline operator for 33 years first with
Houston Natural Gas and then Enron,
started watching Enron stock prices daily
as he neared his retirement in 2000. “It
was going up and going up fast, it made
me feel good — more money for me!”

“I’d wear my coveralls with my Enron
logo with great dignity,” he adds. “Heck, I
wore them to town, I wore them every-
where.”

At peak, the stock — his retirement
fund — was worth about $1.3 million. It is
now worth several thousand dollars, and
he has joined one of an onslaught of class-
action lawsuits on behalf of employees.

Even in the high-flying times, not
everyone prospered, of course. Trader-eat-
trader competition rippled through Enron.

The little ones got eaten.

“It had Darwinian elements,” says
Bruner, at the University of Virginia. If
you didn’t meet your targets, you were
gone.”

For some, the competition and atmos-
phere of overdrive were overwhelming.
“Certain employees had lots of fun; others
were challenged,” says Bill Brendler, a
psychologist who trained Enron execu-
tives in employee relationships during the
1990s. The comfortable ones had to
“thrive on change and chaos,” he says.

Sell, sell, sell

Meanwhile, the Enron behemoth kept
sprouting heads. The idea congealed at
Enron that it could sell just about anything.
It began selling fiber-optic cable capacity,
coal, paper and pulp, evolving toward a
vast private commodities exchange.

Its financial services grew more exotic.
It dealt more heavily in investments
known as derivatives, which are pegged to
the rise-or-fall of something else. In a
weather derivative, a restaurant could win
a premium, paid by Enron, if snow kept
customers home. No snow, and Enron
pockets the premium, paid by the restau-
rant out of healthy proceeds. Enron was
always betting that its bets were best.

With so many disparate interests, Enron
needed many friends, knew it and tried
hard to cultivate them.

It started at home by helping charities
and pledging $100 million over 30 years at
anew ballpark for the Houston Astros. The
graceful stadium with its brick archways
and clocktower was named Enron Field.
Enron won a friend in Houston baseball
fan Edgar Glenn.

“That was something everyone in
Houston could be proud of,” he says. “We
could boast about it.”

Enron also gave money to both
Republicans and Democrats, hedging its
political bets like trades. During the 1990s,
Enron showered candidates with almost
$5.8 million. It has given to almost half of
the sitting Congress, according to the

Center for Responsive politics. Lay is a
friend of both President Bush and his
father, the former president.

You might say all that money bought
little, since the company lost on an inter-
national accord it wanted on global warm-
ing, repealing the alternative minimum tax
for corporations, and other issues. But it at
least got a hearing in many cases, as when
Vice President Dick Cheney was crafting
energy policy last year. Even knowing that
something it favors won’t happen can give
Enron an edge, especially because it trades
on predictions of future prices.

Tricks of the trade

Meanwhile, Enron’s competitors were
catching on, offering similar deals, and
cutting into Enron’s already modest mar-
gins. Even so, through last summer, Enron
executives were swaggering in their pub-
lic pronouncements

Then, in an out-of-the-blue October,
Enron acknowledged a $618 million
third-quarter loss, and the Securities and
Exchange Commission opened an inquiry
into a series of complex partnerships that
Enron set up — apparently to throw a veil
over its rising debts. Enron acknowledged
overstating profits by more than $580 mil-
lion since 1997. Its stock crashed, and it
requested bankruptcy protection by Dec.
2. Control of its once idolized energy trad-
ing business has been turned over to UBS
Warburg, a division of a Swiss bank.

Olson, the Houston analyst, says Enron
executives became addicted to sophisti-
cated accounting tricks to keep their repu-
tation high. “It became like crack cocaine,
where you had partnerships able to gin out
synthetic earnings for you if you had a
shortfall,” he says. “It was a matter of the
culture getting carried away with their
success.”

In a final slight, archrival Dynegy has
walked away from an $8.4 billion merger.
In the process, it has stripped away an
Enron asset that has stayed valuable: a
natural gas pipeline.

A ‘hard’ landin

Al By

U.S. Army Capt. Tom Bryant stands outside the Bagram Air Base as he con-
firms an accident involving the “hard landing” of a U.S. CH-53E helicopter
about 40 miles south of Kabul on Sunday, killing two Marines from air sta-
tion Miramar in San Diego — the same base that is still reeling from the
death of seven comrades who died in a Jan. 9 plane crash in Pakistan. The
portrait of assassinated anti-Taliban leader Ahmad Shah Massoud can be
seen in the lower right bottom of the picture.

homcwrs="

Bullit Marquez/Associated Press
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NEwS OF THE WEIRD | GET NOTICED!
by Chuck Shepard nn“EnTISE!

100% ORGANIC NEWS ...
PICKED FRESH DAILY.

Golf course littered with land mines

* Legal fees had risen to about $30,000 as of November in the Golden, Colo., battle between ex-
lovers David Rosenthal and Barbara Newman over whether their 2-year-old child is named
"Kyleigh Rosenthal-Newman" or "Kyleigh Rosenthal Newman."

* Thailand's minister of tourism said a 27-hole golf course would be built at the juncture of his
country, Laos and Cambodia, with nine holes in each nation, though the territory is littered with
Khmer Rouge land mines; the minister thought golfers would fly in from all over the world for the
challenge.

* Leaders of the notorious right-wing death squad of Colombia's United Self-Defense Forces sent
e-mail Christmas cards this season to their soldiers across the countryside, wishing them "peace."
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CLASSIFIEDS

ADMIN ASSISTANT to Presi-
dent. Small investment compa-
ny. Requires MS/word,Excel,
AOL, 50-60 wpm., 3-5 years ex-
perience, phones, investor rela-
tions, travel arrangements. Fax
resume (310)827-5541

ESTHETICIAN/MASSAGE
ROOM available in busy hair
and skin salon. Credit card
processing, parking, great envi-
ronment w/ fun people. Call
Peter or just drop by 13114
Washington Blvd., MDR
(310)383-0357

PARALEGAL W/3 years or
more experience; self-starter,
assertive and organized; able to
handle heavy client contact;
suitable writing skills required,;
Pl experience necessary; medi-
cal record review exp,; bilingual
Spanish a plus. Please emalil
resume to kgallo@biren.com

RECEPTIONIST FOR busy up-

scale Brentwood Salon. Full-
time, Tues. - Sat. Position
starts  January 1 2002.

(310)471-5555

FACILITY MANAGER Small
west side school seeks organ-
ized, motivated manager to su-
pervise crew. Exp. preferred.
32+hours/wk. AM’'s  Mon-Fri,
some flexibility, call (310)451-
5657

FINISH CARPENTERS Experi-
ence in fine custom residential
required, 3yrs minimum. Must
have references & tools.
Call(310)822-0685, fax ref. to
(310) 822-0785

FLORAL DESIGNER needed
for flower shop in Century City.
Please call (310)785-0669
GENERAL OFFICE Assistant
for busy Marina Del Rey travel
office. Microsoft Word, Excel.
Contact: Billy (310)823-7979

HAIR STYLIST, ESTHETICIAN
& RECEPTIONIST wanted for
Campus Cuts salon at UCLA. 2
positions open. Stylist Minimun
2 years experience. (310)206-
4770

JIFFY LUBE
Customer Service
Join the best and be part of the
J-Team. F/T, P/T & Flex.
hours. Santa Monica location.
Retail cashier/calculator exper
w/ computer knowledge helpful.
Valid Calif. DL/English required.
Competitive wages
w/health/dental/401k & vacation
benefits. Must pass
physical/drug exam. EOE
(562)806-4948

MANICURIST FOR Busy Santa
Monica Salon. Full-time, com-
mission or rented. Open 9am-
8pm. (310)450-8669

MANICURIST FOR busy up-
scale Brentwood Salon. Lots of
walk-ins. Can build very quickly
full time rent or commission call
(310)471-5555

RETIRE IN two years with a six
figure residual income. Part
Time and Full Time. (888)412-
6921

UPSCALE MONTANA Ave. sal-
on has 2 stations available for
rental. $300 / week with sham-
poo assistant. (310)451-3710

SONY 27 inch TV. Stereo
speakers. Excellent condition.
$200 (310)451-0498

SONY VAIO R505JSlaptop.
850 MHz, 30G, CDRWI/DVD,
256 MB RAM, 10/100, Windows
XP, 12.1" Active Matrix screen.
Super thin, super light and su-
per fast! $2000 (orig. $2496).
Chris (310)821-5611

Boats

20" CAL: Good condition. Com-
pletely stock. Xtra Geona sail.
Motor. Incl. cust. trailer. $1900
(310)391-4051

24’ ISLANDER ‘66: 6hp Evin-
rude, 6-gal metal tank, radio,
galley, sleeps 4 $1990 obo
(310)645-3104

27'BAYLINER BUCCANEER
Great live-aboard, very spa-
cious, aft cabin MUST SELL!
$5950 obo. (310)417-4141

Wanted

HOUSE SITTING position want-
ed. Santa Monica. Westside.
Will water lawn and plants.
Feed and walk pets. Collect
mail and newspapers. Maintain
household. Compensation flex-
ible. Contact Elliot (310)661-
9155

For Rent

27" CATALINA, Immac liva-
boad/Cruiser. Many xtras.
MdR slip. $6900 obo (310)892-
4616

NIGHT MANAGER needed for
Santa Monica Restaurant. Ex-
perience a must. Please fax re-
sume to (310)393-6840

REWARDING SALES CA-
REER. Int'l firm with 16 years
success track record seeks ex-
perienced business person M/F
to sponsor & coach clients on
maximizing & protecting wealth.
Comprehensive training & sup-
port. Call Mr. Kenedy
(800)600-5149

W. LA: 2464 Barrington Ave.
4bd/4ba  Very Lrg unit, spa-
cious closets, marble counters,
stove, refrig, d/w, nu paint, frplc,
gtd prkg intercom entry, eleva-

tor. W/D in unit. Open daily.
$2695. Mgr. Call: (310)390-
9401

PDR: LUXURY Condo 2bd/2ba,
frple, 2 balc, pools, jacuzzi, sau-
na, W/D in unit, racquet ball
courts, security parking, exer-
cise room, all appliances, 1
year lease $1750 (310)871-
7812

BRAND NEW state of the art
building in the heart of Santa
Monica with live/work apts. Two
full baths, W/D, stove, dish-
washer, microwave, granite
countertops, tile floors & under-
ground parking. 1-2 bedroom
layouts wired for computer and
high-speed Internet access,
multiple phone lines. Reception
services and personal tele-
phone answering. Use of huge
balconies, conference rooms,
hi-speed printers/copiers, AV
equipment & everything for of-
fice needs is included. Secreta-
rial services if required. Located
in Santa Monica at 16th &
Broadway within a mile of SM
Pier, 3rd St. Promenade and
Watergarden office complex.
Please direct all inquiries to
310-526-0315 or email
info@1610broadway.com.

MDR LUXURY Silver Strand
Ocean view, Lrg 2bdr, 2ba.
Frplc D/W, pool, A/C, tennis,
sauna, spa, sec, nr bch. $2300.
(310)306-0363

OFFICE SUBLET; 1, 2, or 3 of-
fices available. Great location
in Santa Monica starting @
$450.00/month. available imm-
ed. Steve (310)392-6100

PDR MANITOBA West 2bdr +
loft Condo. New crpt/paint.
Pool, spa, hot tub tennis, pad-
dle tennis, gym. Available now.
$1700mo Agt Sheila: (310)338-
1311

S.M.: 2+1, 3 blocks to beach.
Huge balcony, parkay floors,
Indry, prkg. Ocean view. $2100.
(310)399-1273

SANTA MONICA LAW OFFICE
OCEAN PARK Rent includes
window office, secry bay, law li-
brary & add’l charges: Westlaw,
postage, copy machine, fax,
DSL connection. Maloney &
Mullen, PC (310)392-7047

SM $1800 2+2. Approxi-
mately 1100s.f. 2 car enclosed
gar. No. of Wilshire Bl. Walk to
Montana Shops. 2020 Wash-
ington Ave. Call: (310)395-1880

SM $1395 Spacious 2 Bdrm 1
Ba with prkg. New carpet. 501
Raymond Ave. (310)573-7452

SM $1400 Lg 2 bdrm 1 ba,
hrdwd fl, lots of closets, stove,
prkg, Idry rm Quiet area
(310)396-1644

STUDIO SPACE FOR LEASE
avail 1500sf Santa Monica. AM,
Eves, Sun, for classes, work-
shops, meetings. E. Pico, Am-
ple Parking. Karen 310-396-
5990

TOPANGA RANCH Motel on
PCH at Topanga Canyon. 1 and
2 bedroom units. $900 - $1200
per month. (310)456-5486

VENICE BEACH Lrg 1+1 apt.
Enclosed patio, 1/2 block to
beach. N/p w/stv & refrig $1250
(310)641-1149

VENICE: DUPLEX 2+1 WI/D,
appliances, hardwood floors
$1700 2 blocks to Abbot Kin-
ney. N/P 627 San Juan Ave.
(310)399-7235

VENICE HOUSE for rent
$1975. 3+1 Approx. 1000s.f.
Hrdwd & carpets. Remodeled
kitchen, pvt. garden. Very
clean. New appliances, inside
W/D. 2477 Walnut Ave.

Call: (310)395-1880

VENICE: $1350 1Bdr + 1Ba
Hdwd floors. W/D in unit. 1128
6th Ave. No pets. (310)399-
7235

VENICE: 2bdrm+2bath, park-
ing,1 block from beach, mini

bar, $1700 + sec. dep.
(310)305-9659
VENICE: Lrg 1+1 wigrt lite.

Huge closet, stove, W/D on site.
Off the canals. $1325
(310)305-8109

VENICE: 3+2, Lrg, sunny up-
per unit, 4 plex. French doors,
balcony, parking. $2100
(310)581-5379

VENICE: ON BOARDWALK
Sec. building. Clean 1bd/loft
bdrm+1.2 level balcony.
w/vu.frig, stv., D/W, Indry, gtd,
prkg. $1850. (310)823-6349

W. LA 2464 Barrington 3bdr,
3ba Lrg rooms, all appliances
included. Fireplace, marble
countertops, in unit W/D. Gated
parking elevator, intercom en-
try. $2195. OPEN DAILY. Mgr.
Call: (310)390-9401

Commercial Lease

BRAND NEW, state of the art
executive suites in the heart of
Santa Monica. All offices have
operable windows, 18-ft. high
ceilings, view of ocean & mtns.
Wired for computer and hi-
speed Internet access, multiple
phone lines. Reception services
& personal phone answering.
Use of huge balconies, confer-
ence rooms, hi-speed
printer/copiers, AV equipment &
everything for office needs in-
cluded. Secretarial services if
required. Located in SM at 16th
& Broadway, within a mile of
SM Pier, 3rd St. Promenade &
Watergarden office complex.
Please direct all inquiries to
310-526-0315 or email
info@1610broadway.com.

Vehicles for sale

1970 VW Bug in good condi-
tion, new floors, upholstery.
$1800 or best offer. Call
(323)259-8500

96 VOLVO 850 turbo, teal blue
with tan interior 61,000 miles
(310)280-0840

Services

AT YOUR SERVICE!
Professional Personal Assis-
tant. Strong office skills. Great
references, reliable transporta-
tion. (310)452-4310

GARDEN CONSULTANT Mov-
ing? Add thousands of $$$'s to
property value by enhancing
curb appeal. Let me help. Res-
onable rates & references.
Free Estimate. Mary Kay Gor-
don (310)264-0272

BUSINESS WRITER/MEDIA re-
lations specialist: offers 16
years experience in public rela-
tions and investor relations
available for short and long-ter
m assignments. Call Jane to-
day to implement strategy for
improved media coverage and
increased customer/investor in-
terest (310)452-4310

CHAUFFEUR SANTA Monica
resident. Full or P/T. Will drive
your auto. Excellent driving re-
cord. (310)451-0498

CHILD & ELDERLY CARE: Ex-
perienced Mature, female, veg-
etarian available immeadiately
for caregiving. Xlnt references.
Call Omanasa (310)314-8248

CHILD CARE: Mature, intelli-
gent, kind & compassionate.
Former nursery school experi-
ence. References available.
Audry Norris (310)854-2053

COMPUTER DOCTOR - Re-
pairs, Tutoring, Web Design,
Patient, Reliable. Russell
(310)709-7595

DESIGN DRAWINGS Interior-
Exterior. Drawings can help
you avoid costly mistakes &
better visualize your remodel
projects. 30 years experience.
References. (310)836-4797

ELDERLY CARE PROVIDER
Living in Santa Monica, immedi-
ately available for full or part
time work. References availa-
ble upon request. Please call
Lita (310)394-3197

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTANT
available to come to your
home/business and help clean-
up, free-up and organize your fi-
nances. Professional services
included; Quicken / Quickbooks
set-up and management, estab-
lishing on-line banking services,
accounting, payroll, employee
benefits and other professional
matters. Flexible weekly /
monthly programs and excellent
references. Please call Roland.
(310)230-2341

FRIENDLY & SKILLED Com-
puter Support Services. Setup,
upgrade, internet connections &
networks. Home or Office,
Westide (310)663-3644. Rea-
sonable Rates.

KNITTING LESSONS Yarn,
Supplies, Patterns, Finishing &
Design, STICH & ROW, Knitting
Arts Center, 15200 Sunset
Blvd., Suite 111, Pacific Pali-
sades (310)230-9902

PET STOPS WEST Boston’s
Finest Daily and Vacation pet
sitting service for over a decade
comes to Santa Monica. Li-
censed, bonded, insured.
(310)264-7193

TENNIS LESSONS Learn the
game of tennis (effortlessly).
Have fun! Get in shape.
Group/private. Call Now! Intro
lesson free. Certified Instructor
(310)388-3722

The State-Of-The-Art

Videoconferencing Solution

Fixed 30 frames per second
Currently being used by; The
US Navy, Smithsonian Institu-
tion, the Mayors office in San
Diego and New York, The Uni-
fied School District of San Die-
go, Police and Fire Depart-
ments, Warner Brothers, CNN
and Turner Networks. Call to-
day: West Coast Video Phone
(310)392-0799

TUTORING
K-12 academics, K-adult com-
puter, Learning Disabilities Spe-
cialist. Reasonable rates. Wise
Owl Education (310)209-9032

Business Opps

$1500/MO. PT - $4500-
$7200/mo. FT Intl Company
needs Supervisors & Assis-
tants. Full training. Free infor-
mation.  (866)412-8036  or
www.kes-homebusiness.com

ATTENTION: WORK from
home. $500 - $2500/mo PT.
$3k - $7k/mo FT. Free booklet.
(800) 935-5041.
Dreamtimeisnow.com

EARN A VERY HIGH CASH
FLOW. Lend @10% to a fast
growing firm & get your money
back in 16-19 months, + earn a
royalty of 7 TIMES loan
amount, 60% annual return. Il
show you this is real over lunch.
$25K min. Elliot (310)745-3512

IF YOUR not afraid to speak in
front of small groups & like the
idea of unlimited income. Call
(877)772-7729 independent as-
soc.

SALES ENTREPRENEURS
wanted. Gourmet Coffee/Es-
presso Industry. Invest only
your time and skill, unlimited in-
come. (310)675-0717

Health/Beauty

VIACREME FOR women
works! Developed and recom-
mended by gynecologists. Or-
der vc.com. (310)312-0662

MONICA LYNN DEVITO
05/01/56 Please call home im-
meadiatly.  Others with info
email: moniphome@aol.com

SAXOPHONE LESSONS
offered in Santa Monica by ex-
perienced professional. All lev-
els. Beginners welcome. Jim
(310)829-4638

SPANISH TEACHER/TUTOR,
Santa Monica native speaker w/
M.A. from U. of MI Berlitz
trained. Convers/Grammer, all
levels/ages.  Fun.  Lissette
(310)260-1255

Lost & Found

FOUND - set of keys with silver
metal flower keychain. Found
at 601 California. Please call
(310)458-7737.

REWARD - Lost set of Cadillac
keys on colored key ring with
automatic door opener. Please
call (310)395-9341

JOIN THE CLASSIEST GIG IN TOWN!

With the classiest representative in town ...
Call Angela at the Santa Monica Daily Press

and place your classified ad today!

310.458.7737 ext.101




Page 8 = Monday, January 21, 2002 = Santa Monica Daily Press

BACK PAGE

Castoffs and contraband form Tijuana’s accidental zoo

BY BEN FOX

Associated Press Writer

TIJUANA, Mexico — Tt started with a cage of con-
traband parrots. Later came the lion taken from an animal
smuggler and an abused, albino python seized from a
stripper.

A city park in Tijuana has assembled a makeshift zoo
of confiscated, abandoned and donated animals that high-
lights the illicit trade in exotic species that flourishes
along the U.S.-Mexico border.

“They had no place to put confiscated animals, so they
brought them here,” explains Alejandro Cuellar, assistant
operations director at Morelos Park. “We ended up with
a zoo by accident.”

Now the menagerie, which occupies about 2 acres of
the 148-acre park, displays nearly 250 animals, repre-
senting 46 species, from an opossum found along a high-
way in Southern California to a 2-year-old tiger rescued
from a Mexican circus.

The park’s animal collection has simple enclosures, a
haphazard layout and none of the detailed explanatory
signs that accompany exhibits in more established zoos.

It’s more modest than Tijuana’s better known private
zoo, which is owned by a horse racing track. And it
seems a world away from the state-of-the-art collection
0f 4,000 animals across the border at the San Diego Zoo,
considered to be among the world’s finest.

But the workers at the city-run Morelos Park have big
dreams. Carla Coss y Leon, the veterinarian who presides
over the collection, would like to transform it into an up-
to-date, interactive lesson on the dangers of the illegal
animal trade.

“I’d like to show people how these animals suffer when
they are taken out of their habitat,” said Coss y Leon. “I’d
like to teach people to show more respect for nature.”

It will take a lot of work. The entire Morelos Park,
which is named for a hero of the Mexican War of
Independence, has 126 municipal employees and an
annual budget of $2.5 million. The entrance fee, 50 cents

for adults, free for children, doesn’t leave much for
improvements.

Stocking the exhibits, though, isn’t a problem.

Agents from Mexico’s federal environmental agency,
Tijuana city code enforcement officers, wealthy collec-
tors whose pets have outgrown their homes and animal-
loving citizens who stumble upon a forlorn critter all
make their way to the park zoo to offer up contributions.

“I'd like to show people how these
animals suffer when they are taken
out of their habitat.

— COSS y LEON
Veterinarian

“The animals keep coming,” said Coss y Leon.

She says this as two Tijuana code enforcement officers
arrive with a pair of cages filled with a half-dozen green
parrots, their feathers a mix of brilliant greens and reds.
They were confiscated from a street vendor who had no
permit to sell the birds, a protected species in Mexico,
said Pedro Espinosa, a supervisory inspector.

Espinosa, who in his spare time writes a column on
bullfighting for a Tijuana newspaper, let the street vendor
off with a warning. It was a first offense, he said.

The veterinarian will work with wildlife officials to
see if the parrots can be returned to their native habitat in
southern Mexico. If not, the birds will stay.

Parrots like these are often destined for the United
States, where they feed a black market for cut-rate or ille-
gal pets, sometimes ending up at swap meets, said Scott
Serena, a wildlife inspector for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service who works along the California border.

Throughout the American Southwest, inspectors like
Serena try to control the trade, regularly seizing rare and

endangered reptiles and birds, and even the occasional
large, furry mammal. He knows of at least one white tiger
cub found at a border crossing in San Diego.

“They are smuggling to meet a consumer need,” he
said. “Like any product, you can buy it for less money in
Mexico, then smuggle it into the U.S. to undercut people
who are importing legally.”

Visitors to Morelos Park benefit when the smugglers
fail. The first parrots were stored there on a temporary
basis in 1995, Cuellar said. Things progressed informal-
ly from there, as is often the case in Tijuana, where the
hard-pressed civic leaders have more compelling matters
than building a zoo.

When the police seized a lion cub from the car of an
animal smuggler 5 1/2 years ago, the collection began to
take off. Nala, as the lioness is now known, is a featured
attraction.

Others soon followed. Billy, a declawed Siberian tiger,
was a gift from a wealthy Tijuana man whom park offi-
cials declined to identify. It seems he bought the cat from
a circus, believing it was mistreated. But the animal out-
grew his backyard and he had to give it up.

The park has white foxes confiscated at the airport,
crocodiles and peacocks donated from the private zoo.
Police brought the albino Burmese python, which was
part of a stripper’s act at a downtown club. The officers
thought the serpent was a danger to patrons, Coss y Leon
said.

When the albino python arrived a year ago, it looked
dazed and underfed, its translucent white skin marred by
what appeared to be cigarette burns, she said. But now it
seems fine and has almost doubled in length, to more
than six feet.

Others are harder to help. A gray parrot remains some-
what scrufty on its perch in a room that adjoins the vet-
erinarian’s office. It has yet to unlearn the habit of spew-
ing profanity.

“It makes me sad,” Coss y Leon said, petting a baby
boa constrictor like a kitten. “People buy these beautiful
animals and they have no idea how to care for them.”
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