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ALL FORMS, ALL TYPES, ALL STATES

CLARA HARTER
SMDP Staff Writer

When Holly Capps was a 
sophomore at Samohi her future 
did not look bright. With a mother 
in jail and brother in-and-out of 
the system Capps was traumatized, 
depressed, socially isolated, and 
performing poorly in school—until 
she joined POPS.

The Pain Of the Prison System 
club turned her life around. It 
introduced Capps to peers who also 
had family members in the prison 
system. It gave her a creative outlet 
to share her emotions and provided 
her with a community of friends 
who related to her struggles and 
supported her dreams.   

By senior year Holly was a rising 

star. She graduated with honors, 
a close knit group of friends, and 
won a Renaissance Award for most 
improved grades.

“Sophomore year I was not 
doing well. I was falling into the bad 
influences around me and getting 
heavily into drugs and things that 
I shouldn’t be around. POPS really 
took me into another direction and 
I’m eternally grateful to them for 
that,” said Capps.

POPS was founded by local 
author and prison rights activist 
Amy Friedman who started the first 
club at Venice High School with 
her husband Dennis Danziger who 
taught at the school. 

The organization now has 17 

POPS turns the pain of 
imprisonment into poetry 

and empowerment

City hearings begin for controversial 
community housing project on 

Venice canals

Puppy dead and others hurt in pair of recent dog attacks

Courtesy photos  
INJURY: One dog survived a recent attack while another wasn’t so lucky and died from its wounds.

BRENNON DIXSON
SMDP Staff Writer

A pair of dog attacks in recent 
weeks have resulted in the death of 
a puppy and thousands of dollars 
in veterinary care and hospital bills, 
so members of the Santa Monica 
canine community are urging 
owners to be responsible when 
outside with their pets.

The day after Christmas, local 
resident Peter Chou arrived home 
in his neighborhood near Santa 
Monica High School and opened 
the car door for his little Chihuahua-
mix Peanut, who regularly runs 
inside the house from the car when 
he goes on trips with Chou and his 
family.

“My wife was getting our two-
year-old toddler out of the car; I 
had groceries in my hand and it was 

a relaxing day,” Chou said. Until 
Peanut barked at two larger dogs 
across the street who would break 
free from their leashes.

What resulted was a scene out of 
a horror movie or “Jurassic Park,” 
Chou recalled in an interview 
Friday.

“I was in pure panic mode, 
playing tug of war to save my dog, 
and it was crazy because the dogs 
were just in attack mode, you know. 
It was nonstop and it was straight 
out of the documentaries you see 
about the safaris where a lion is 
biting on a gazelle,” Chou said, 
thanking the neighbors who came 
to his aid with sticks to help while 
his wife ran inside with their child.

“Despite all of the people there, 
they were locked in; they were 

SEE PUPPY PAGE 6

SEE POPS PAGE 6

CLARA HARTER
SMDP Staff Writer

LA City Planning began 
community hearings last week for 
the Reese-Davidson Community, a 
proposed 140 unit building with 68 
units for homeless individuals, 34 
for low-income artists, and 34 for 
other low-income households.

The 2.8 acre project will cost an 
estimated $39,337,314 to develop 
on what is currently a City-owned 
beach parking lot on the Venice 
Canals. The site would also feature 
an arts center, small scale retail, and 
a parking garage.

The proposal, which was 
developed by the Hollywood 
Community Housing Corp and 
Venice Community Housing 

Corp, has starkly divided the local 
community. 

In the Jan. 13 community hearing 
42 callers supported the project and 

48 callers opposed it.
Supporters cited a dire need to 

Courtesy image
HOUSING: The Reese-Davidson project would bring 140 units of housing to 
the Venice Canals. 

SEE HOUSING PAGE 7
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Zack Hill By JOHN DEERING & JOHN NEWCOMBE

Agnes By TONY COCHRAN

Strange Brew By JOHN DEERINGHeathcliff By PETER GALLAGHER

Dogs of C-Kennel By MICK & MASON MASTROIANNI & JOHNNY HART

office (310) 458-7737

DO YOU HAVE COMMUNITY NEWS?
office (310) 458-7737

RUN YOUR DBAs IN THE DAILY PRESS FOR ONLY $80
INCLUDES RECEIPT AND PROOF OF PUBLICATION. Call us today!

 DAILY LOTTERY

WEATHER

Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the winning number information, mistakes can occur. In the event of any discrepancies, California State laws 
and California Lottery regulations will prevail. Complete game information and prize claiming instructions are available at California Lottery retailers. Visit the California 
State Lottery web site at http://www.calottery.com

SURF FORECASTS	 WATER TEMP: 57.7°

MONDAY – FAIR – SURF: 3-4ft Waist to chest high
WNW swell from Sat-Sun drops, new WNW swell likely to build. Medium tide most of the day. Possible Santa Ana’s 
developing in the afternoon/evening.

TUESDAY – FAIR TO GOOD – SURF: 3-5ft Waist to chest high
WNW swell likely to ease. Breezy Santa Ana wind event in the cards -- could be offshore all day for parts of the 
region. Medium tide most of the day.

SURF REPORT

Monday: Sunny, with a high near 73.
Monday Night: Mostly clear, with a low around 55. Breezy.
Tuesday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 69. Breezy.

2021/01/18	 Mon		  01:17 AM			  4.02		  H
2021/01/18	 Mon		  06:37 AM		  2.31		  L
2021/01/18	 Mon		  12:14 PM			  3.97		  H
2021/01/18	 Mon		  7:02 PM			   0.76		  L
2021/01/19	 Tue		  02:04 AM		  4.08		  H
2021/01/19	 Tue		  08:03 AM		  2.29		  L
2021/01/19	 Tue		  1:16 PM			   3.26		  H
2021/01/19	 Tue		  7:39 PM			   1.33		  L
2021/01/20	 Wed		  02:54 AM		  4.19		  H
2021/01/20	 Wed		  10:00 AM		  1.99		  L
2021/01/20	 Wed		  3:05 PM			  2.73		  H
2021/01/20	 Wed		  8:25 PM			  1.83		  L
2021/01/21	 Thu		  03:45 AM		  4.36		  H
2021/01/21	 Thu		  11:26 AM			  1.45		  L
2021/01/21	 Thu		  5:20 PM			  2.62		  H
2021/01/21	 Thu		  9:28 PM			  2.22		  L
2021/01/22	 Fri		  04:33 AM		  4.59		  H
2021/01/22	 Fri		  12:20 PM		  0.86		  L
2021/01/22	 Fri		  6:57 PM			   2.83		  H
2021/01/22	 Fri		  10:33 PM		  2.44		  L
2021/01/23	 Sat		  05:17 AM		  4.87		  H

Date		  Day		  Time (LST/LDT)		  Predicted (ft)	 High/Low

Draw Date: 1/13
4  19  23  25  49
Power#: 14
Jackpot: 640 M

Draw Date: 1/12
12  14  26  28  33
Mega#: 9
Jackpot: 750 M

Draw Date: 1/13
3  17  21  27  35
Mega#: 5
Jackpot: 12 M

Draw Date: 1/14
13  17  19  21  22

Draw Date: 1/14
EVENING: 6  7  9

Draw Date: 1/14
MIDDAY: 0  2  9

Draw Date: 1/14
1st: 03 - Hot Shot
2nd: 09 - Winning Spirit
3rd: 06 - Whirl Win
Race Time: 1:43.78
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SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S SUDOKU

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S CROSSWORD

Sudoku
Fill in the blank  
cells using numbers  
1 to 9. Each num-
ber can appear only 
once in each row, col-
umn, and 3x3 block.  
Use logic and pro-
cess of elimination to  
solve the puzzle.

ARIES (March 21-April 19). Combine the previously 
uncombined for magical results. You’ll create a fit that 
wouldn’t occur to others. Actually, the match won’t 
occur to you either. You’ll just keep moving and trying 
things until it clicks in.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). Do not be afraid to 
cause discomfort to yourself or anyone else. To make a 
person aware of a problem does this, but the problems 
would never be known or solved without that rub. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). Build a system. This is 
the only way you’ll be able to take on more. It’s not going 
to be as hard as you think. In fact, the hardest part is 
deciding to stop doing it the old way.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). It’s as though you’re 
able to concentrate the goodwill you’re putting into the 
world and give just the right thing to the right person. 
The way you share yourself will change people. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). In a way, you are focusing 
on your reputation. It won’t feel like that. It will feel like 
you’re just doing the correct thing, the best work you can 
for your reputation and the flow of business. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Like an employee at 
a tech company that prizes innovation, you are being 
assessed by not only the metrics of your job description 
but also by the side projects you take on, which will now 
earn you fans.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). You admit what you 
don’t know, and then watch all the people who were 
pretending to know breathe a sigh of relief. This just 
might be the start of the conversation that gets everyone 
up to speed.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). One scenario is that 
you trust in a process and do the work. Alternately, you 
act as though you trust in a process, and you do the 
work. Either will produce brilliant outcomes.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). You can’t help 
it -- an expectation has already formed in your head. It 
will turn out that this story about things coming together 
and you feeling fabulous about it is not so far off.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). You read the 
meaning inside small gestures. You’ll like some of what 
you learn. What do you do with the rest of it? Mentally 
file the information and save it for later.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). You’re a traveler 
along life’s highway. Driving on low, both literally and 
figuratively, is dangerous and not worth the risk. Pull 
over to the rest stop to fuel up. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). For a different outcome, 
you need different thoughts, and for different thoughts, 
you need a changed mind. The easiest and most effective 
way to change your mind is to change your actions. 

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY (JANUARY 18)

Among your birthday wishes are beautiful goals. Still, you embrace the spirit of development, which always happens in the present moment. Your habit of bringing yourself back to the center of the action and the crux 
of control only gets stronger. You incrementally rise in power. Month after month you do as you command yourself to. Aries and Gemini adore you. Your lucky numbers are: 8, 44, 2, 28 and 10.  
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Binary Puzzle
Each cell should contain a zero or 
a one. No more than two similar 
numbers below or next to each 
other are allowed. Each row and 
each column is unique and con-
tains as many zeros as ones.

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S PUZZLE

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S WORDS PUZZLE.
There’s a job for every skill

office (310) 458-7737

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR NEWSLETTER
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HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY  9:00am - 5:00pm       LOCATION 1640 5th Street, Suite 218, Santa Monica, CA 90401

Classifieds 

$12.00 per day. Up to 15 words, $1.00 for each additional word.
Call us today start and promoting your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 40,000.

YOUR AD COULD RUN TOMORROW!*

(310) 458-7737 Some restrictions may apply. 

*Please call our Classified Sales Manager to reserve your ad space. 
Specific ad placement not guaranteed on classified ads. Ad must meet 
deadline requirements. See complete conditions below.

All classified liner ads are placed on our website for FREE!   Check out www.smdp.com for more info.

Prepay your ad today!

CLASSIFICATIONS
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale

Furniture
Pets
Boats
Jewelry
Wanted	vvTravel
Vacation Rentals

Apartments/Condos 
Rent
Houses for Rent
Roommates
Commercial Lease
Real Estate

Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services
Computer Services

Attorney Services
Business 
Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness

Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals
Psychic
Obituaries
Tutoring

DBA

Summons

Summons

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NUMBER: 
2020201019  ORIGINAL FILING 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk of LOS ANGELES on 
12/1/2020 The following person(s) is 
(are) doing business as  Awesome 
Office, Inc 3415 Sepulveda Blvd 
Suite 1100 Los Angeles, CA 90034 
The full name of registrant(s) is/
are:  Awesome Office, Inc 3415 
Sepulveda Blvd Suite 1100 Los 
Angeles, CA 90034  This Business is 
being conducted by: A Corporation     
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the ficti-
tious business name or names list-
ed on (Date) N/A Registrant/Corp/ 
LLC Name  /s/:   Awesome Office, 
Inc   Title: Vice President ,  Erin 
Miller, Erin Miller    This statement 
was filed with the County Clerk of 
LOS ANGELES County on 12/1/2020 
NOTICE: THIS FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT EXPIRES FIVE 
YEARS FROM THE DATE IT WAS 
FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE 
COUNTY CLERK. A NEW FICTITIOUS 
BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT MUST 
BE FILED PRIOR TO THAT DATE. The 
filing of this statement does not 
of itself authorize the use in this 
state of a fictitious business name 
statement in violation of the rights 
of another under federal, state, or 
common law (see Section 14411et 
seq.,Business and Professions 
Code). SANTA MONICA DAILY PRESS 
to publish ,  12/28/20, 01/04/20, 
1/11/20, 01/18/20

Summons

SUMMONS(CITACION JUDICIAL)
CASE NUMBER(Número del 
C a s o ) : B C 6 5 5 2 3 4 N O T I C E 
TO DEFENDANT (AVISO AL 
DEMANDADO): Barnard Atkins YOU 
ARE BEING SUED BY PLAINTIFF 
(LO ESTÁ DEMANDANDO EL 
DEMANDANTE): Wawanesa 
General Insurance Company 
NOTICE! You have been sued. The 
court may decide against you 
without your being heard unless 
you respond within 30 days. Read 
the information below.You have 
30 CALENDAR DAYS after this 
summons and legal papers are 
served on you to file a written 
response at this court and have 

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR 
CHANGE OF NAMECase No. 
20SMCP00385Superior Court 
of California, County of Los 
AngelesPetition of  Rainer 
Von Albedyhll   for Change of 
NameTO ALL INTERESTED 
PERSONS:Petitioner or Attorney:  
Rainer Von Albedyhll   filed a 
petition with this court for a 
decree of changing names as 
follows Rainer Von Albedyhll to 
Rainer Von Albedyhll  The court 
orders that all persons interested 
in this matter shall appear before 
this court at the hearing indicated 
below to show cause, if any, why 
the petition for change of name 

Name Change

Name Change Name Change Name Change

a copy served on the plaintiff. A 
letter or phone call will not protect 
you. Your written response must 
be in proper legal form if you want 
the court to hear your case. There 
may be a court form that you 
can use for your response. You 
can find these court forms and 
more information at the California 
Courts Online Self-Help Center 
(www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), 
your county law library, or the 
courthouse nearest you. If you 
cannot pay the filing fee, ask the 
court clerk for a fee waiver form. 
If you do not file your response 
on time, you may lose the case by 
default, and your wages, money, 
and property may be taken 
without further warning from 
the court.There are other legal 
requirements. You may want to 
call an attorney right away. If you 
do not know an attorney, you may 
want to call an attorney referral 
service. If you cannot afford an 
attorney, you may be eligible for 
free legal services from a nonprofit 
legal services program. You can 
locate these nonprofit groups 
at the California Legal Services 
Web site (www.lawhelpcalifornia.
org), the California Courts Online 
Self-Help Center (www.courtinfo.
ca.gov/selfhelp), or by contacting 
your local court or county bar 
association. NOTE: The court has 
a statutory lien for waived fees 
and costs on any settlement or 
arbitration award of $10,000 or 
more in a civil case. The court’s 
lien must be paid before the court 
will dismiss the case.¡AVISO! Lo 
han demandado. Si no responde 
dentro de 30 días, la corte puede 
decidir en su contra sin escuchar 
su versión. Lea la información a 
continuación.Tiene 30 DÍAS DE 
CALENDARIO después de que 
le entreguen esta citación y 
papeles legales para presentar 
una respuesta por escrito en esta 
corte y hacer que se entregue una 
copia al demandante. Una carta 
o una llamada telefónica no lo 
protegen. Su respuesta por escrito 
tiene que estar en formato legal 
correcto si desea que procesen 
su caso en la corte. Es posible 
que haya un formulario que usted 
pueda usar para su respuesta. 
Puede encontrar estos formularios 

de la corte y más información en el 
Centro de Ayuda de las Cortes de 
California (www.sucorte.ca.gov), 
en la biblioteca de leyes de su 
condado o en la corte que le quede 
más cerca. Si no puede pagar la 
cuota de presentación, pida al 
secretario de la corte que le dé un 
formulario de exención de pago de 
cuotas. Si no presenta su respuesta 
a tiempo, puede perder el caso 
por incumplimiento y la corte le 
podrá quitar su sueldo, dinero 
y bienes sin más advertencia.
Hay otros requisitos legales. Es 
recomendable que llame a un 
abogado inmediatamente. Si no 
conoce a un abogado, puede 
llamar a un servicio de remisión a 
abogados. Si no puede pagar a un 
abogado, es posible que cumpla 
con los requisitos para obtener 
servicios legales gratuitos de un 
programa de servicios legales sin 
fines de lucro. Puede encontrar 
estos grupos sin fines de lucro en 
el sitio web de California Legal 
Services, (www.lawhelpcalifornia.
org), en el Centro de Ayuda de las 
Cortes de California, (www.sucorte.
ca.gov) o poniéndose en contacto 
con la corte o el colegio de 
abogados locales. AVISO: Por ley, 
la corte tiene derecho a reclamar 
las cuotas y los costos exentos 
por imponer un gravamen sobre 
cualquier recuperación de $10,000 
ó más de valor recibida mediante 
un acuerdo o una concesión de 
arbitraje en un caso de derecho 
civil. Tiene que pagar el gravamen 
de la corte antes de que la corte 
pueda desechar el caso.The name 
and address of the court is (El 
nombre y dirección de la corte es): 
Superior Court of California, County 
of Los Angeles, Central District-
Stanley Mosk111 North Hill St. Los 
Angeles , CA 90012 The name, 
address, and telephone number 
of plaintiff’s attorney, or plaintiff 
without an attorney, is (El nombre, 
la dirección y el número de teléfono 
del abogado del demandante, o del 
demandante que no tiene abogado, 
es): Mark R, Nivinskus, Bar No. 
195335 Nivinskus Law Group. A 
Law Corporation (714) 533-8110 
134 Wilshire Ave Fullerton, CA 
92832 DATE (Fecha): March 23. 
2017Sharron R Carter  of the Court, 
Clerk (Secretario), by C.L. Coleman

should not be granted. Notice of 
Hearing: Date January 29, 2021, 
Time: 8:30 a.m, Dept: K, Room: 
A-203The address of the court is 
SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA 
– COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, 1725 
MAIN STREET, SANTA MONICA, 
CA 90401A copy of this Order to 
Show Cause shall be published 
at least once each week for four 
successive weeks prior to the date 
set for hearing on the petition 
in the following newspaper of 
general circulation, printed in this 
county: Santa Monica Daily Press.
Date: 11/16/2020

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR 
CHANGE OF NAMECase No. 
20SMCP00445Superior Court 
of California, County of Los 
AngelesPetition of  Aleksey 
Aleksandrovich Andyriyanov   
for Change of NameTO ALL 
INTERESTED PERSONS:Petitioner 
or Attorney:  Aleksey 
Aleksandrovich Andyriyanov   
filed a petition with this court for 
a decree of changing names as 
follows Aleksey Aleksandrovich 
Andyriyanov to Aleksey Alexander 
Andrian  The court orders that 
all persons interested in this 
matter shall appear before this 
court at the hearing indicated 
below to show cause, if any, why 
the petition for change of name 
should not be granted. Notice of 
Hearing: Date: February 11, 2021, 
Time: 8:30 a.m, Dept: K, Room: 
A-203The address of the court is 
SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA 
– COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, 1725 
MAIN STREET, SANTA MONICA, 
CA 90401A copy of this Order to 
Show Cause shall be published 
at least once each week for four 
successive weeks prior to the date 
set for hearing on the petition 
in the following newspaper of 
general circulation, printed in this 
county: Santa Monica Daily Press.
Date: 12/18/2020

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 
FOR CHANGE OF NAMECase 
No. 20SMCP00443Superior 
Court of California, County of 
Los AngelesPetition of  Jose 
Angel Godoy Jr.    for Change 

of NameTO ALL INTERESTED 
PERSONS:Petitioner or Attorney:  
Jose Angel Godoy Jr.   filed a 
petition with this court for a 
decree of changing names as 
follows Jose Angel Godoy Jr. to 
Joseph Angel Godoy  The court 
orders that all persons interested 
in this matter shall appear before 
this court at the hearing indicated 
below to show cause, if any, why 
the petition for change of name 
should not be granted. Notice 
of Hearing: Date March 5, 2021 
Time: 8:30 a.m, Dept: K, Room: 
A-203The address of the court is 
SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA 
– COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, 1725 
MAIN STREET, SANTA MONICA, 
CA 90401A copy of this Order to 
Show Cause shall be published 
at least once each week for four 
successive weeks prior to the date 
set for hearing on the petition 
in the following newspaper of 
general circulation, printed in this 
county: Santa Monica Daily Press.
Date: 12/17/2020

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 
FOR CHANGE OF NAMECase 
No. 20SMCP00416Superior 
Court of California, County of 
Los AngelesPetition of  Sara 
Elizabeth Broihier and Sean 
Timothy Broihier    for Change 
of NameTO ALL INTERESTED 
PERSONS:Petitioner or Attorney:  
Sara Elizabeth Broihier and Sean 
Timothy Broihier   filed a petition 
with this court for a decree of 
changing names as follows Wyatt 
Timothy Brohier to Colin Timothy 
Broihier  The court orders that 
all persons interested in this 
matter shall appear before this 
court at the hearing indicated 
below to show cause, if any, why 
the petition for change of name 
should not be granted. Notice of 
Hearing: Date February 19, 2021 
Time: 8:30 a.m, Dept: K, Room: 
A-203The address of the court is 
SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA 
– COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, 1725 
MAIN STREET, SANTA MONICA, 
CA 90401A copy of this Order to 
Show Cause shall be published 
at least once each week for four 
successive weeks prior to the date 
set for hearing on the petition 

in the following newspaper of 
general circulation, printed in this 
county: Santa Monica Daily Press.
Date: 11/23/2020

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR 
CHANGE OF NAMECase No. 
20SMCP00453Superior Court 
of California, County of Los 
AngelesPetition of  Maria-Lucinda 
Garcia    for Change of NameTO ALL 
INTERESTED PERSONS:Petitioner 
or Attorney: Maria-Lucinda Garcia 
aka Maria Lucinda Garcia     filed 
a petition with this court for a 
decree of changing names as 
follows Maria-Lucinda Garcia to 
Maria Lucinda Garcia. The court 
orders that all persons interested 
in this matter shall appear before 
this court at the hearing indicated 
below to show cause, if any, why 
the petition for change of name 
should not be granted. Notice of 
Hearing: Date March 12, , 2021 
Time: 8:30 a.m, Dept: K, Room: 
A-203The address of the court is 
SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA 
– COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, 1725 
MAIN STREET, SANTA MONICA, 
CA 90401A copy of this Order to 
Show Cause shall be published 
at least once each week for four 
successive weeks prior to the date 
set for hearing on the petition 
in the following newspaper of 
general circulation, printed in this 
county: Santa Monica Daily Press.
Date: 12/28/2020
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No recovery, No fee

If you don’t like what we 
have to say we will 

give you a copy of your 
x-rays at no charge

YOUR CHOICE

FINDING A NEW
DENTIST IS TOUGH!!!

(BUT WE MAKE IT EASY!!!)

SANTA MONICA FAMILY DENTISTRY
DR. ALAN RUBENSTEIN

1260 15th ST. SUITE #703

(310) 736-2589
WWW.ALANRUBENSTEINDDS.COM

AND OF COURSE WE DO
 • Invisalign    • Periodontist on Staff    • Oral Surgeon on Staff

• Cosmetics and Implants    • Zoom bleaching    • and more

OR

TRY OUR NO OBLIGATION

$99 EXAM
AND CLEANING

For New Patients 
INCLUDES FULL XRAYS

TRY OUR NO OBLIGATION

$20 EXAM
INCLUDES 

FULL XRAYS

ARIZONA AVE.
WILSHIRE BLVD.

14TH ST.

15TH ST.★

DENTAL CARE 
WITHOUT JUDGEMENT!

WE OFFER UNIQUE SERVICES
*Nitrous Oxide available

*No interest payment plans
*Emergencies can be seen today
*Our dentists and staff members 

are easy to talk to

*Offer to non insured patients

*Offer to non insured patients

PUPPY
FROM PAGE 1

just holding on to her body like an alligator 
chomped onto her. I had to lay there and stay 
right next to their faces just so they wouldn’t 
take a second chomp because it would have 
been over for (Peanut) because they would’ve 
been on her neck entirely,” Chou added. “I 
say I’m lucky because if it was maybe an inch 
deeper, I would have been telling you that she’s 
dead.” 

It’s been a little more than 2 weeks since 
Peanut was attacked and Chou said the three-
year-old chihuahua is expected to make a full 
recovery after her recent surgical procedures. 
However, a separate attack that resulted in the 
death of a puppy earlier this week has prompted 
him to speak out about the need for responsible 
pet ownership and a possible change to the 
city’s muzzle laws.

The attack on the puppy happened at the 
intersection of 14th and Arizona on Monday, 
January 11, at 5:15 p.m.

“It seemed like a dog walker was walking a 
dog when the puppy and larger dog had met 
up,” SMPD Lt. Rudy Flores said Friday. “And 
then at some point during the meet, the larger 
dog ended up biting the smaller dog. That dog 
was rushed to the vet,” and it eventually died.

The attack dog’s owner reached out to the 
victim, so a citation has been issued and Animal 
Control is currently working on determining 

the dog as vicious, which would mean the 
animal would have to be muzzled while in 
public, according to Santa Monica municipal 
code.

In Chou’s case, Flores said, Animal Control 
officers already interviewed both dog owners 
as well as independent witnesses. Based on the 
circumstances of the incident, Animal Control 
decided not to issue a formal order to deem the 
dog vicious, meaning the dog who put Peanut 
in surgery will not have to be muzzled in public.

Chou said he and his wife used to foster dogs 
while they lived in New York so he would never 
advocate for an animal to be euthanized but 
he doesn’t think the dog who bit his should be 
running through the neighborhood when there 
are children out and other little dogs that could 
suffer the same fate as Peanut.

“It’s just crazy that the laws in California say 
it has to happen three times before they even do 
a muzzle mandate,” Flores said. “I would have 
been happy if they just said, ‘Okay, we’re gonna 
keep this dog on a muzzle,’ but that apparently 
isn’t even an option until they attack two more 
dogs, which is ridiculous because you can’t take 
back somebody losing their life or their puppy.”

Animal Control Officers remind the public 
that pet owners should make sure all dogs are 
on leashes and to ensure they have full control 
of the leash when out in public.  

Brennon@smdp.com
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clubs nationwide with a goal to help the 
nearly 3 million children in the US who have 
a parent in prison and are at a higher risk of 
poverty, poor academic performance, and 
future incarceration. 

The POPS curriculum imparts values 
of dignity, empowerment, and community 
through writing, art projects, mindfulness 
and guest speakers.

“The club really kindled my relationship 
with poetry,” said Capps. “It was a really 
therapeutic creativity that allowed me to 
focus my emotions into something that was 
not so negative and have a positive creative 
outcome.”

Every year POPS publishes a collection of 
students’ work offering them a safe space to 
share their feelings and support each other’s 
resilience. This year’s anthology is entitled 
Dream Catchers and was released on Jan. 14. 

The anthologies are put in prison libraries 
across the country and gives incarcerated 
individuals a window into what their family 
members may be experiencing, feeling, and 
thinking.

Building understanding between 
prisoners and their family members is part 
of POPS’s mission to help break the cycle of 
incarceration.

“POPS really helped me find the patience 
and understanding to realize that everyone is 
human and that my mother did her best under 
the circumstances,” said Capps. “What I see 
from my fellow peers is that we are capable 
of understanding our parents’ behavior and 
learning from their mistakes,” said Capps.

This insight is an important breakthrough 
as many children are taught that if they have a 
family member in prison they will likely wind 
up there too. 

“Because of the stigma attached to 
incarceration, children are often perceived 
by teachers and administrators as potential 
prisoners themselves, treated as if they are not 

worth expending time and energy on because 
they will only fail,” said Friedman.

POPS preaches empowerment and helps 
children see their own potential. 

“It doesn’t matter where you come from, 
what background you have, or whether your 
family is in prison or not,” said Capps. “If you 
believe in yourself and you give yourself the 
time of day and the self love that you deserve, 
you can overcome and do anything.”

For Capps this means pursuing her dream 
to become a forensic psychologist. She is 
currently finishing her second year at SMC 
and preparing to transfer to a four year 
university to continue her studies. 

“I’m interested in working at prisons to 
help people get to that tomorrow,” said Capps. 
“We put prisoners in a category, but they are 
just humans who have made mistakes in their 
life and they need to be understood.”

Clara@smdp.com

Courtesy image
BOOK: The new book focuses on the family of 
those in prison.
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house more homeless individuals and ensure 
the neighborhood remains affordable. They 
believe the project will protect community 
diversity and preserve the artistic character of 
a gentrifying neighborhood.

Those in opposition call the project “The 
Monster on the Canals”. They believe it is 
economically inefficient, environmentally 
detrimental, and will increase neighborhood 
crime without significantly reducing local 
homelessness.

Both sides seek to support the Venice 
community and address issues around 
homelessness, but are disagree on three key 
questions.

WILL THE PROJECT ALLEVIATE OR EXACERBATE 
NEIGHBORHOOD HOMELESSNESS AND CRIME?

Venice Community Housing Corporation 
plans to offer job training and life skills, 
physical and mental health services, addiction 
treatment, and one-on-one case management 
for residents of the 68 supportive housing 
units for the formerly homeless.

“I can assure you that the services that 
will be provided and the maintenance of the 
building and the monitoring of the safety 
will be incredibly superb. It’s an incredibly 
devoted staff with great skills,” said Mike 
Suhd, VCHC Board Member and Venice 
resident. 

Other community members are less 
assured and spoke of spikes in crime and 911 
calls around VCHC’s other buildings.

Mistrust also stems from the results of 
the Bridge Home homeless shelter in Venice, 
which is run by People Assisting the Homeless 
and Safe Place for Youth and opened in late 
February 2020.

While Mayor Garcetti and Councilmember 
Mike Bonin promised the shelter would 
improve issues around homelessness, LAPD 
reported an 88 percent increase in violent 
crime in the surrounding area in its first nine 
months of operation.

Community members also drew attention 
to the lack of a sober living requirement 
and the fact that per City regulations the 
68 supportive housing units will not be 
prioritized for people living on the streets 
in Venice, but be distributed among the 
Westside’s homeless population.  

“Why would you build a mental health 
facility with no required sobriety, counseling, 
medication in a dense neighborhood and 
at the gateway to the second largest tourist 
attraction in Southern California?” said 
Venice resident Sean O’Brian. 

Worries were also raised over VCHC’s 
ability to manage a 140 unit building as their 
current largest building has 32 units. 

IS THE PROJECT COST EFFECTIVE AND GEOGRAPHI-
CALLY APPROPRIATE?

The project comes with an almost 
$40 million price tag and a Q4 2019 cost 
assessment estimated development costs at 
$496,881 per unit. 

Some community members feel this is an 
inefficient use of affordable housing funding 
and said it would be smarter to use the money 
to build more units and support more people 
in a cheaper location. Some individuals said it 
isn’t the City’s duty to provide homeless and 
low income housing a block from the beach.

Many of those in favor of the project 
said they want the affordable units to be in 
the heart of Venice and see it as a means to 
preserve the neighborhood’s character. 

“I value the economic and racial diversity 
that has been a hallmark of the Venice 
community for its entire history and this 
development will help preserve and in some 
degree restore that diversity,” said Mary Jane 
Wangle, a resident of the Venice Canals. “We 
all depend on the essential work of those who 
earn minimum wage, who work part time, 
and who are at greater risk of homelessness. 
We should not make them live far away and 
have to travel to serve us.”

SHOULD THE PROJECT BE EXEMPT FROM CEQA ENVI-
RONMENTAL REVIEW?

The proposers are seeking exemption 
from having the project reviewed under 
the California Environmental Quality Act, 
as per AB1197 exemptions are allowed for 
supportive housing with funding from the 
City of Los Angeles. 

Some community members voiced alarm 
at this given the project’s proximity to the 
beach and location on the canals, which 
are connected to the Ballona Wetlands State 
Ecological Reserve.

“To build a humongous and grossly 
expensive project on land with a high water 
table in a tsunami zone would be incredibly 
irresponsible of the City,” said Venice resident 
Tracy Carpenter. “There should be no CEQA 
exemption since only a small percentage of 
the project is actually supportive housing for 
the homeless.”

VCHC believes LA City Planning’s 2018 
initial Environmental Impact Report is 
sufficient and that an exemption from CEQA 
will help the project to proceed faster and 
support homeless and low income individuals 
sooner. 

In any scenario the project will not be able 
to house anyone any time soon.

Four years have passed since the bid 
to develop the plot was initiated. Before 
construction starts the Deputy Advisory 
Agency of the Planning Department needs 
to decide on the CEQA exemption and the 
project needs to pass through the Planning 
Commission, Planning and Land Use 
Management Committee of the City Council, 
City Council, and Coastal Commission. 

Clara@smdp.com
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Surviving the Year That Just Kept  
Going and Going and Going

  By Rabbi Jim Simon 
  I know that for those  
  reading this column,  
  the year 2020 ranks  
  as a year we'd love to  
  forget. Now, we are in  
  2021, and it contin-  
  ues to feel like we are  
  living in the movie 

Groundhog Day. Days and weeks 
pass, and after a while everything 
seems like it is one big blur. What 
are we to do? 
   As a Rabbi, I am asked this ques-
tion on a regular basis. I generally 
offer two answers – one is philo-
sophical, and the second is practi-
cal. The philosophical answer is 
found in the Talmud, the major 
compendium of Jewish law. There 
we read of the idea that says Gam 
zeh ya'avohr – in English this 
means "this too shall pass."  
   This is not a Hallmark card 
cliché. It is a reminder to us that  
in difficult times we cannot sink 
into a state of despair where we be-
lieve that there is no hope for the 
future. Once we lose hope, we de-
scend down a path where there is 
no return. In Jewish tradition, we 
are to avoid extremes. 
   We are cautioned against being 
unduly optimistic and we are 
warned against being too pes-
simistic. The goal is to be in the 
middle. When we say, "this too 
shall pass,” it doesn't mean we are 
to ignore the present difficulty we 

 Turn of the Year Tech Tasks 
By Miceala  
Shocklee 
While the resolutions 
people make for 2021 
may look very differ-
ent from those of 
years past, the turn 
of the year is bound 

to bring new commitments and 
goals, regardless. While resolutions 
usually revolve around fitness and 
diet, technology is just as impor-
tant a component of lifestyle to re-
examine and shape up. Consider 
committing to one or all of these 
five tech tasks for the new year: 
1. Save the old! If your important 
documents, photos, and other files 
haven’t been backed up to a cloud 
or other device, consider looking 
into an external harddrive, cloud 
service, or another online collating 
service like Dropbox or Google 
Drive to ensure your favorite digital 
entities aren’t tied to one physical 
object for longevity. 
2. Alternatively: Declutter! Do 
you really need that random photo 
that’s still on your phone from 
2014 that you haven’t looked at in 
seven years now? How about that 
app that you downloaded intending 
to use all the time that’s now just 
eating up your device’s RAM?  
Take a few minutes at the start of 
each month to revisit what you’re 
dedicating your digital space to, 
and what no longer warrants  
the platform.  
3. Review your subscriptions. It’s 
tedious, but unsubscribing from 
email blasts, newsletters, online 

shopping updates, and other such 
“junk mail” that’s likely progres-
sively stuffing your inbox full, will 
save you both digibytes and time 
longterm when you no longer have 
to sort through piles of unread and 
unimportant emails in the future 
trying to find the correspondence 
you’re actually looking for.  
4. Donate or recycle your old 
tech. How many of us still have old 
ipods lying around that we no 
longer use to listen to music? How 
about broken or not-quite-broken 
but definitely-not-functional lap-
tops? Even a pile of old batteries? 
Declutter your physical space by 
finding a way to either wipe clean 
and donate your old tech toys or to 
connect with an electronic store or 
other service that will help you re-
cycle it in an environmentally re-
sponsible fashion.  
5. Repair! Is there a tech tool that 
you’re not quite ready to let go of 
yet but that has some broken com-
ponent keeping you from using it? 
Whether it’s a kitchen blender or a 
cell phone or a lightswitch, now is 
the time to reduce waste by forego-
ing grabbing at the newest, fastest 
solution, and instead tap into the 
knowledge of friends, family – and 
official repair services to get the 
tech in our lives up and run- 
ning again.  
 
Dr. Miceala Shocklee is a Caltech 
alumna and graduate of the Univer-
sity of Edinburgh veterinary school. 
Her reporting interests include the 
intersection of science, technology, 
conservation, and the written word.  

  Byte by Byte 

Mothers of Monica - Give  
Yourself a Break This 2021

 (Continued on Page 8)

 Clergy Corner

are encountering, but it does mean 
that we have to remind ourselves 
that nothing is forever, even if we 
think it is. 
    The second answer is very prac-
tical, and it especially applies to 
those of you who are living alone, 
regardless of age. The Torah (Old 
Testament) tells us in Genesis that 
it is not good for the human to be 
alone. Human beings need to be in 
relationships with others. 
   It doesn't necessarily mean that 
everyone has to be married, but it 
does mean that if you try to live 
your life alone, you will pay a very 
heavy price. Health professionals 
know this all too well. It is impor-
tant for you to be connected to  
others, whether it be a neighbor,  
a colleague, a relative, someone 
from your church or synagogue, 
etc. That means you may need to 
practice one or more of the three 
Gs – Get up, Get going and Get 
connected. You won't regret it. 
    We do live in a challenging time. 
But, it doesn't mean we cannot 
have a meaningful life. May God  
be with you as you go forward. 
 
Rabbi Jim Simon is the interim 
Rabbi at Temple Beth Shir Shalom 
in Santa Monica. 
 
Editor’s Note: Each month we  
are asking a clergy member of our 
local churches or temples to do a 
column on dealing with COVID-19. 

  By Cheryl    
  Robertson Thode 
  This past Dec- 
  ember, my son  
  turned two. It was  
  such a joyous oc- 
  casion among the  
  craziness of the new 

normal caused by the pandemic. 
Experiencing the world through the 
eyes of a child (especially a tod-
dler), is a blessing. As every mom 
knows, that moment makes all the 
late night wake-ups, tantrums, 
tears, and drama so worth it. That 
moment of sheer joy and excite-
ment to be alive is what we all  
need and desire in our lives. God  
is good, and you are blessed.  
   However, sometimes the hum-

drum of our lives block out the 
blessings. How do we recenter and 
remember that we are blessed to  
be alive? 
   So often, in the new year, moms 
(like most of the world) look at the 
past year and write a dozen or so 
resolutions designed to fix some 
aspect of life that we think should 
be changed. However, this year, 
let’s do something different. We  
deserve a break. Let’s relax our  
expectations and celebrate  
our blessings. 
   Mom life is tough enough, so if 
you’re setting resolutions this year, 
go easy on yourself. Here are six 
doable resolutions to consider as 

Avoiding Computer-Based Scams 
   By Mark Presky 
   There are so many   
   computer-based   
   scams out there   
   that it is impossi-
  ble to warn you of   
   all of them in this 
  single column. 

  Scammers often place a hyper-
link, commonly called a “link” into 
email messages to entice you to 
click on the link. That link then 
takes you to a dangerous website 
where malware is then placed/ 
downloaded onto your computer.    
   The email you originally see may 
look friendly enough. It may be de-
signed to cause you to think that it 
is coming from a friend or family 
member. Do not automatically click 

(Continued on Page 8)

on any link. Does the subject/mes-
sage look like something that per-
son (or business) would be sending 
to you? Is there a message with the 
link that really sounds like it came 
from your friend? Are there un-
usual spelling or grammatical mis-
takes? These can be tip-offs. Often 
one can hover one’s cursor over the 
sender’s information to reveal the 
real source of a message. 
   Often, the message sent to you 
may look very similar to one sent 
from a company you know, such as 
your bank. It may contain a logo or 
symbol that your bank uses. This 
is called phishing. Don’t be fooled!       
   Or, the message warns you of  
a charge to your account. For  
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Try these Winter Potato Latkes
By Andy Gavin 
   Here is an easy to make recipe 
for crispy potato latkes from cre-
ative chef and Westside resident, 
Andy Gavin. 

Winter Potato Latkes 
Note: Makes 6-8 latkes. Scale up 
recipe as desired. 
Ingredients: 
1 egg 
Salt and pepper (to taste) 
1/3 cup beer  
   Whisk together well and reserve 
as a “wet mix.” The beer helps 
make a fluffier batter. 
1 large potato (Idaho or 
baking potato), peeled and shred-
ded with a box grater. 
   Soak potato strips immediately in 
ice water. They can be left like this 
for an hour or two. When ready to 
use, press potatoes dry, using 
a colander and/or paper towels. 
   Take approximately 1/3 of an 
onion and/or shallots and dice, or 
slice into thin strips. 
2 Tbsp. flour or breadcrumbs or 
gluten-free flour (like rice flour) 
1.  Mix potatoes, onions, and flour 
into “wet mix.” 
2. Combine until coated and most 
of liquid is absorbed and reserve 
as “batter." 
3. Using canola oil and/or 
schmaltz (chicken fat), fill a large 
frying pan with about 1/2 inch  
of oil. 

This easy to make recipe could  
become a family favorite.

Heat oil on high heat to 360-375F. 
4. Scoop/spoon “batter” into pat-
ties and drop into oil, keep 
patties separated. 
5. Fry each pattie until it is lightly 
browned on one side. Then flip 
it over and brown on the other 
side. 
6. Remove from oil and place latkes 
on paper towels and/or rack to 
drain. 
7. Fry in batches, as needed, main-
taining oil temp at 360-375F. As 
batter is added, temp will drop. Use 
a thermometer to bring it back to 
temp. Skim and/or add oil 
as needed. 
8. Serve warm with any of the fol-
lowing: sour cream, crème fraîche, 
or apple sauce.

Winners of the Rotary Club of  
Santa Monica Photo Contest

Congratulations to Marsha and Mark Presky
I felt such joy and happiness for 
Marsha and Mark Presky when I 
watched the video of their October 
wedding. Their nuptials were 
planned for the fifth anniversary 
of the date when they met. It was 
in the parking lot outside an event 
they both were attending. They 
started talking, realizing how much 
they had in common, and Mark 
said he knew then she was some-
one special. See Tesi’s Mar Vista 
column on Page 10 for details. 

                   —D.M.
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Passing Through the Pico Neighborhood
Chef Jahrid Longsworth, our local 
middle school student, chose a 
recipe to keep you warm on those 
rare days when we experience 
colder temperatures. It is one of  
his family’s favorites. 
 

Dairy Free - Curry Lentil  
and Sausage Soup  

Ingredients:  
1 cup coconut milk  
1/4 cup onion  
3 cloves garlic, minced  
1 Tbsp. ginger, minced  
2 cups thinly sliced carrots  
1 healthy pinch salt  
3 cups broth (vegetable or chicken)  
1 cup uncooked lentils  
1 package Italian sausage (sliced)  
1 Tbsp. curry powder  
2 cups water  
1 tsp. oil  
Instructions:  
1. Bring broth to a boil and add 
lentils. Reduce to medium heat. 
2. In saucepan add oil. Add garlic, 
ginger, and onions and sauté for 
another 2-3 minutes. Then add 
sausage, carrots, and a pinch of 
salt and stir. Cook for 1-2 minutes 
more, stirring occasionally.  
3. Add mixture to broth and add 
coconut milk and increase heat 
from medium to high. Bring to a 
boil. Once the mixture comes back 
to a low bubble, reduce heat to low, 

Jahrid believes this soup is espe-
cially good in cooler weather.

or until you achieve a gentle  
simmer. 
4. Add curry powder and stir once 
more. Simmer the soup uncovered, 
stirring occasionally, for 15-18 min-
utes or until the carrots and lentils 
are tender. 
5. If the mixture becomes too thick, 
you can add more coconut milk. 
6. Serve and enjoy! 
 

Members of the Rotary Club of 
Santa Monica were thinking of fun 
activities for their members during 
the challenging times we experi-
enced last year. 
   They asked members to submit 
photos in the categories of travel 
and nature. Then members were 
asked to select the winning photos. 
They did not know who had taken 
which photographs. 
   The winners are, far left, on Page 
6, First Place: Antelope Canyon by 
Scott Gaynor. Also on Page 6 is the 
Runner Up, Beach Sunset by Barb 
Bishop. On this page, to the left, 
Iceland Waterfall by Greg Hargrave 
and Runner Up, Tibetan Child by 
Carol Powell. 
   Members realized what a talented 
group of photographers they had.  

Carol Powell is also a world trav-
eler. Her appealing photos also 
make one want to travel.

Greg Hargrave travels the world 
over. His photos are amazing. 

 More Winners of the Rotary Club Photo Contest 
 (Continued from Page 6)
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 Thoughts From a Second-Time Father

Expressing Gratitude
  From the Santa Monica History Museum

Santa Monica Bay, January 1946 
View of Santa Monica Beach, Pacific Coast Highway, and the Pacific  
Palisades. Courtesy: Santa Monica History Museum, Bill Beebe Collection  
[For historical reprints, please contact SMHM and specify image #3.2.3.]     
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Lauchenauer

310-906-0163
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Santa Monica Realtor and Resident.
Reputation built on listening to client needs.

Berkshire Hathaway Home Services 
California Properties

3130 Wilshire Bl. Santa Monica

you enter this new year: 1) Set time 
aside to review your day and reflect 
on your blessings; 2) Call your  
parents just because; 3) Give your 
child an extra hug at bedtime and 
savor it; 4) Treat your body with 
kindness (enjoying every dimple, 
blemish and wrinkle); 5) Lean into 
the fun (wherever you find it);  
and most importantly; 6) Give  
yourself grace. 
   Mama, you are doing a great job, 
and you are enough. Being a 
mother is a gift; enjoy it. Whether 
you are a mother of a newborn or a 
grandmother, you have contributed 
to one of the most amazing life 
events there is: fostering the next 
generation. If you do one thing and 
one thing only this year, ditch the  
mom guilt and give yourself a little 

example, lately I have been receiv-
ing messages purportedly from a 
company with which I do business, 
informing me of multi-hundred dol-
lar debits to my account. I have not 
had transactions of this sort involv-
ing that company, so I ignore them. 
If one is concerned, one can always 
contact the company independ-
ently, not through the received  
message, to report the message  
and ask any questions.     
   Possibly, the bogus message may 
ask you to reply to it to confirm 
personal information in their files. 
Never, never reply to these re-
quests. No reputable company will 
ask you for personal info this way. 
And, remember that the IRS, the 
police, etc., are never going to con-
tact you by email or phone to  

 Mothers of Monica (Continued from Page 5)

more grace. Moms change the 
world. To find out more about 
Mothers of Monica, go to 
http://stmonica.net/ 
ministries/fellowship-groups/moms. 

Cheryl with her two-year-old son 
taking a walk on the beach.

accuse you of fraud or an impend-
ing arrest. 
   Lastly, everyone should place a 
freeze on their accounts at all  
three (Experian, TransUnion, and 
Equifax) credit reporting agencies. 
By doing so, one prevents anyone 
from opening a credit account 
(credit card, loan, mortgage, etc.)  
in your name without the special 
pin number one is issued to un-
freeze the frozen account. One does 
have to be careful to retain the 
three pin numbers for temporarily 
unfreezing each account as neces-
sary to apply for future credit. 

 By Michael  
 Margolin       
 There was recently 

  a house that caught 
 on fire down the 
 street from us in 
 which a family lost 
 just about every-
 thing. I am not 

            out to scare my chil-
dren, however, I am also not op-
posed to teaching them lessons 
about the dangers that lurk in the 
world, whether they are man made 
or natural disasters.  
   It is during these times that I re-
mind them how lucky they are to 
have what they have. We have a 
roof over our heads and warm 
meals to eat. Simple things that, 
especially around this time of year, 
are not to be taken for granted. I 
saw the family that owned the 
home arrive to see their garage 
looking as if it was breathing fire. 
Thankfully, nobody was home, and 
nobody was hurt. Though it would 
be easy for me to say at the time, I 
saw the family all together and 
thought about how lucky they were 
to have each other and know that 
for the most part, their material 
possessions would be replaced.  
   It is amazing how much more en-
riching life can be when you simply 
do not take for granted what you 
have. Being grateful can go a  
long way. 
   One thing I am grateful for is my  
son's keen observations. Jake is 

four, and I am amazed at how he 
thinks logically and the fore-
thought he utilizes. There are also 
things he says and notices that I 
would describe the same way.   
   The other day, Jake was riding in 
my car, which sits up a little higher 
on the road and gives him a better 
view from his car seat. He noticed a 
large bird dropping on his window 
and he said, "That bird must have 
had to go really bad. I wish it would 
have just gone in a tree or some-
thing." Me too, Jake. 
   Alexa is seven, and it is tough to 
find a kinder, sweeter girl than she 
is. She is obedient and patient with 
her little brother. She has set a 
pretty high bar for herself. And 
then every once in a while, there 
surfaces a speck of attitude. Noth-
ing we are ever alarmed at or really 
even bothered by. But, it is like we 
can see an approaching weather 
system and really are not sure 
what to expect. I mentioned to En-
joli how we are past the diapers 
and the infant crying all night for 
no explained reason stages. That 
feels like a long time ago. But, in 
some sense, with that approaching 
stage known as teenagers, we  
have not even begun to know  
the extent of the challenges  
parenting can bring.   
 
Michael Margolin is the father of 
two young children. He is an avid 
sports fan and was a soccer coach 
on Alexa’s team when they played. 
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