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Although ride-on lawn mowers have
been used as transportation to and
from crime scenes before (and even
as “vehicles” that drunk drivers get
charged with DUI while operating), it
is rare that a suspect tries to actual-
ly outrun police while on one, as
Steven W. Coleman, 37, did in Dover,
N.H., in December. He was wanted
for questioning in an arson at a for-
mer girlfriend's house, and when he
saw the lights of a police cruiser, he
opened the throttle and took off, for a
couple of blocks, before a second
cruiser cut him off.

In 1936, author Rudyard Kipling died
in Burwash, England. 
In 1943, during World War II, the
Soviets announced they’d broken the
long Nazi siege of Leningrad. 
In 1943, a wartime ban on the sale of
pre-sliced bread in the United States
— aimed at reducing bakeries’
demand for metal replacement parts
— went into effect. 
In 1970, Mormon president David
McKay died at the age of 96. 
In 1975, the situation comedy “The
Jeffersons,” a spin-off from “All in the
Family,” premiered on CBS TV.
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“I love my past. I love my
present. I’m not ashamed of what I’ve
had, and I’m not sad because I have it

no longer.”

COLETTE
FRENCH AUTHOR (1873-1954). 
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John Wood/Daily Press
Director Cecile Blanchard on Monday leads the Norsemen Honor Choir of John Adams
Middle School during the 20th annual Martin Luther King, Jr. service sponsored by The
Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr. Westside Coalition and held at the First United Methodist
Church of Santa Monica.

Support for gay marriage, stem cell
research part of Santa Monica MLK service

BY JOHN WOOD
Daily Press Staff Writer

WILSHIRE-MONTANA — There is a difference between
optimism and hope, and it is hope alone that will carry us
forward in the direction of justice.

That was the message delivered Monday by promi-
nent local educator Paul Cummins to several hundred
Santa Monicans and others gathered to pray, sing and
remember civil rights champion Martin Luther King, Jr.,
born in 1929 and killed 39 years later.

Optimism is important because it reveals good inten-
tions, said Cummins, founder of Crossroads and New
Roads schools in Santa Monica. But in hope is a com-
mitment to action, to working hard until equality and jus-
tice are reality, he added.

“Where is the outrage?” demanded Cummins, saying
economic divides have widened since MLK’s assassina-
tion, while oppression continues to thrive. “We need to
register our outrage and speak out where we see injustice

Leaders urge
vigilance, action

BY BETH FOUHY 
AP Political Writer 

SAN FRANCISCO — Odd-num-
bered years, particularly those that
follow presidential elections, are
supposed to offer a pleasant
reprieve from politics. 

After months of being solicited
for money, bombarded by ads and
called at home by earnest get-out-
the-vote volunteers, most
Americans appreciate a break

before the campaign cacophony of
an even-numbered year comes
back around again. 

But no such relief is in sight for
Californians, who are all but cer-
tain to head to the polls this fall in
yet another major statewide elec-
tion. 

Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger,
who in his short tenure has made
the threat of a ballot fight his polit-
ical trademark, is vowing to place
an ambitious array of government

reform proposals before voters if
the Legislature does not act on
them in the weeks ahead. 

Schwarzenegger and his team
say they fully intend to exhaust the
legislative process before pressing
forward with a special election.
But groups supporting the gover-
nor’s agenda, as well as a number
of other activists anxious for vot-
ers to consider a whole host of
other issues, already have begun
the time-consuming and expensive

process of qualifying several ini-
tiatives for the ballot. 

That means Californians will
be asked to puzzle over another
unwieldy set of questions in 2005
on major issues such as legislative
redistricting and state pension pol-
icy. And that doesn’t even count
the measures being circulated by
other activists, who are likely to
crowd the ballot even more. 

Last November’s ballot 

BY JOHN WOOD
Daily Press Staff Writer

A group of property owners has
filed a lawsuit against City Hall in
federal court, claiming Santa
Monica’s 26-year-old rent control
law is unconstitutional because it
doesn’t distinguish between poor
and wealthy tenants.

The lawsuit was filed last
month on behalf of Action
Apartment Association, a group of
about 1,000 area landlords, includ-
ing landlord Mat Millen, who for
25 years has owned a five-unit
apartment building in the eastside

Pico neighborhood.
Millen lives in one of his units,

rents another at market rate and
rents a third to a low-income fam-
ily at a reduced rate, with govern-
ment subsidies. The other two
units, he said, are rented at origi-
nal, low rent-control rates.

“I’m renting these at about half
of what the market rate is, but
when I call the plumber to come
fix something he doesn’t give me a
50 percent reduction on his bill. He
charges me market rate,” Millen
said Monday. “It’s a burden.”

The lawsuit alleges rent control
infringes on property owners’

rights because it “regulates land
use but fails to substantially
advance a legitimate municipal
interest and so is ... invalid under
the U.S. Constitution fifth and
14th amendments.”

Attorney Rosario Perry said the
lawsuit was not designed to raise

the rent on poor tenants, only
wealthy ones, adding a judge could
create some sort of scale where
income would be weighed against
the right to rent control protection.

In order to circumvent the two-
year statute of limitations on the

Landlords try to lock out rent control

Special election would test governor’s power

“I think this is just a make-work
program for struggling local attorneys.”

— DENNY ZANE
Co-chair, SMRR

See RENT CONTROL, page 7

See POLITICS, page 7

See MLK, page 6
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LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
★★★ Stick with the basics, and you will

not be disappointed. A tendency to take risks or
jump to conclusions will backfire. A slow, easy
approach with trusted people draws the reaction
you want. Someone might try to pull the wool over
your eyes. Tonight: Opt for togetherness.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
★★★★ Others beckon; all you need to do

is respond. Your humor and smile go a long way.
Confusion might surround a domestic matter or
real estate investment. You also might not be
aware of certain skeletons in the closet. Tonight:
Follow the leader.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
★★★★ Dig into work and don’t get too

entrenched in communication or a hunch. Pace
yourself and don’t push too hard. Making money
might be important, but it’s not what is key.
Tonight: Enjoy your work.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
★★★★★ Your joyful and sometimes wild

side emerges. You have answers when others can-
not find solutions. Still, avoid a risk, no matter how
successful the end results might seem to be. You
are likely to have money slip through your fingers.
Tonight: Add spice to your personal life.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
★★ What you might think is happening

could be quite different from reality. Perhaps tak-
ing some time to center and find solutions will be
helpful. A family member supports you, especially
after you reveal your fears and concerns. Tonight:
Play ostrich.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
★★★ You say it, and others run with the

ball. Use your unusually strong verbal skills to
energize a group or meeting. Don’t cave in to your
intuition. Success comes through your direction
and ability to win others over. Tonight: Hang out at
a favorite spot.

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:

★★★★★-Dynamic   ★★★★-Positive   ★★★-Average   ★★-So-so   ★-Difficult

ARIES (March 21-April 19)
★★★★ Scheme and brainstorm, espe-

cially with those you respect and know.
Information comes forward. A friend or close
associate might not be grounded. Together you
can lose a lot of money. When lending money,
don’t expect it to be returned. Tonight: Pay bills
first, and then decide.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
★★★★★ Examine different ideas with an

open mind. A boss might be a tad bit confused;
discussions here could be close to impossible.
Sort through information. Seek out experts and
refuse to get stuck. Tonight: Ask for what you
want.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★ You might want to rein in your imagi-

nation and listen to more suggestions. A partner is
only too happy to take the lead and share his or
her logic and concepts. Gossip might be just that
and nothing more. Tonight: Take your time. Don’t
rush to do anything.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
★★★★ A partner might have the ability to

“vaporize” your finances. Don’t let this happen;
stop being a victim. Discuss long-term goals with
those you feel are brainy and enthusiastic. You
choose quite a team. Tonight: Do absolutely what
you want.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
★★★ A friend could lead you down the

wrong path. Be careful with this person, as enthu-
siastic and trusted as he or she might be. Look to
long-term goals, especially professionally. Work
with key associates, knowing where you are
going. Tonight: A force to be dealt with.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
★★★★★ Others run with your vision and

ideas. Enjoy the particular space you are in,
where creativity flourishes. Clear out any cob-
webs or restrictions in your mind. Your need to be
valued or of service to others could color your
thinking. Tonight: Take the high road.

Enjoy your work, Sag

A U D I T  P E N D I N G

SPECIALIZING IN LEASING & SELLING OFFICE

& INDUSTRIAL BUILDINGS

310-806-6104 cporter@naicapital.com Christina S. Porter

Vice President

Specializing in Leasing 
& Selling Office &

Industrial Buildings

2102 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica (Wilshire and 21st)  •   (310) 453-7676   

20% OFF 
Select Lupine products
Not Valid with any other discount

a perfect gift!up to 

Pets of Wilshire

Fashionable Collars for
your pet this holiday season

331 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica   2 Hours Free Parking (Behind Store)
310.451.1349 • www.readersjewelers.com Eddie Guerboian

Visit us today and see  the difference family makes.

think platinum

View our
unique diamond

engagement rings

this valentine’s day

Kristine Johnson Fountain of JoyKristine Johnson Fountain of Joy
The Kristine Johnson Fountain of Joy is

seeking donations. Situated in a courtyard
garden  visible to the community, the foun-
tain will be a respite for those seeking faith,
peace and  hope amongst the challenges of

the world.

Donations to the Kristine Johnson 
Fountain of Joy may be sent to:

St. Augustine By-The-Sea Episcopal Church
1227 Fourth Street, Santa Monica, CA  90401

Re: Kristine Johnson Fountain of Joy
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boards  •  wetsuits
swimwear

clothing  •  accessories

12204 Venice Boulevard 
Mar Vista, CA 90066
(310) 397-8300 TEL
(310) 397-8931 FAX
www.rockerboardshop.com
info@rockererboardshop.com

SURF REPORT

SATURDAY 7:30 1.9 7:16 0.5 1:17 4.6 12:42 2.2

SUNDAY 8:37 1.7 8:01 1.2 2:09 4.7 2:04 3.3

MONDAY 10:19 1.3 8:53 1.9 3:03 4.7 4:03 2.8

TUESDAY 11:42 0.7 9:58 2.3 3:59 5.0 6:10 2.8

WEDNESDAY 12:41 0.2 11:07 2.6 4:52 5.2 7:31 3.1

THURSDAY N/A N/A 1:25 0.2 5:40 5.3 8:19 3.3

FRIDAY N/A N/A 1:25 0.2 5:40 5.3 8:19 3.3

LOW TIDES HIGH TIDES
Morning Height Evening Height Morning Height Evening Height

Today the
water Is:

59°

The RAND Corp., a Santa Monica-based
international think tank, recently released a
report that details the deplorable condition of
California’s public school system. The state lags
behind in almost every objective in education —
student achievement, class size, teacher salaries
and teacher experience, to name a few. And
now, Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger wants to cut
$2.8 billion in education to balance the budget.

Despite how poorly school districts perform
throughout the state, Santa Monica and Malibu fare

pretty well. But that’s because the local community
has supported the school district with hundreds of
millions of dollars through bonds, parcel taxes, pri-
vate donations and City Hall contributions.

So this week, Q Line wants to know, “Should
it be left up to communities throughout
California to fund their own school districts, or
is it the state government’s responsibility?”

Call (310) 285-8106 before Friday at 5 p.m.
and we’ll print your response in the weekend
edition. Please try to limit your comments to a
minute or less. It might help to think first about
the wording of your response.

Today we’ll see gradually building WNW ground swell (270-300)
mix with secondary W wind swell and a touch of SSW Southern hemi
swell. Expect a slow start in the morning for most breaks. As the new,
long period ground swell fills in through the afternoon the good deepwa-
ter spots, mainly through the north/central part of the South Bay, see
inconsistent shoulder high and occasional bigger sets. Your average
spots, however, are mainly around knee-waist high. Look for larger
waves on Wednesday for all breaks as the new WNW swell continues to
fill in. Winds are variable and at times gusty out of the E to NE on
Tuesday and Wednesday mornings.

Write us at wood@smdp.com and tell us what the surf is doing today
at your local break.
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The Surf Report is sponsored by:

PERSONAL • BUSINESS • OFFERS

SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA
(310) 395-9922

100 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1800
Santa Monica 90401

IRS 
PROBLEMS?

Rip Curl paddles toward tsunami aid
By Daily Press staff

International surfing company Rip Curl, which has a retail outlet on the Third
Street Promenade, has created Rip Curl Indian Ocean Aid to provide what it calls
“practical support” to the surfing areas of Sumatra and the Maldives. 

The company has chartered a 200-ton ship to carry food, health, sanitation, emer-
gency shelter and personal care items needed by people living along the west coast
of Sumatra. The vessel also will carry water drilling kits and other equipment need-
ed to restore drinking water. Contributions to the Rip Curl effort should be sent to:  

Rip Curl Indian Ocean Aid
ANZ Bank, Torquay, Australia
BSB: 013839
Account No: 837536464

A picked poem could be grand
By Daily Press staff

Write a poem and win the $1,000. Hollywood’s Famous Poets Society is spon-
soring a new poetry contest, open to everyone. There is no entry fee, and nothing to
buy.

To enter send one poem of 21 lines or less: Free Poetry Contest, 1626 N Wilcox
Ave. #126, Hollywood, Calif., 90028. Or enter online at www.famouspoets.com.

“This is our big contest of the year,” said executive director Mark Schramm. “We
trust our prizes will encourage new poets, even the shyest out there, to share their
talent. We delight in discovering new poets and think that Santa Monica has its
share of talent to draw from.”

The deadline for entering is Feb. 19. A winner’s list will be sent to all entrants.
Editors reserve the right to publish winning poems online or in a pamphlet.

Students to go on tour of SM history
By Daily Press staff

The Santa Monica Historical Society Museum has received a $3,000 grant from
the Kiwanis Club and the Boys & Girls Club of Santa Monica to pay for bus fares
on the Big Blue Bus for school classrooms in the Santa Monica-Malibu Unified
School District and private schools to take field trips to the museum.  

The free docent-led tour of the museum covers Native Americans of the bay area,
California missions, founding and developments of Santa Monica Bay cities, as well
as early California.

Teachers are encouraged to bring their students to see and learn more about Santa
Monica’s history.  To make a reservation, call the museum at (310) 395-2290.  The
museum is located at 1539 Euclid St.

COMMUNITY BRIEFS
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Let the dogs have their day
Editor:

Kudos to Unleash the Beach. I was thrilled to read the article about the strong
potential for dogs to frolic in the surf (SMDP, Jan. 13, page 1). With limited open
space available, dog parks become overcrowded, relegating many dogs to be
leashed in public parks for their daily exercise. The benefit of the outlet dogs get
from romping freely prompts good behavior and public manners. I’m not knocking
dog parks. I’m applauding the opportunity for local dog owners to take advantage
of the beach with their canines. 

As a long-time Santa Monica dog owner and dog trainer, I urge the City Council
to pass this. Driving to other cities for dogs to enjoy the beach supports other similar
business that Santa Monica also offers, such as outdoor cafes and the Third Street
Promenade. As an article pointed out in last summer’s Santa Monica Magazine, Santa
Monica is rather dog friendly. The downside, the article did not harp on was beach
restrictions. With an area of the beach dedicated to dogs, what more could we ask for? 

Here’s to a mutual, respectable agreement between dog lovers, environmental
lovers and the City Council. 

Bobbi-Lynn Riley
Santa Monica

Macerich redevelopment should be rejected
Editor:

(Editor’s note: This was originally addressed to Mayor Pam O’Connor and the
Santa Monica City Council.)

Santa Monicans for Renters Rights believes the proposed Macerich redevelop-
ment at Santa Monica Place is out of step with the values of the Santa Monica com-
munity and should be rejected.

The project as proposed represents a dramatic and unacceptable intensification of
development and congestion in our downtown. The proposed building heights are
excessive and the potential increase in traffic that would be generated by this pro-
ject are unacceptable.

While opening up Santa Monica Place to an open air extension of the Third Street
Promenade seems desirable, it is not a sufficiently important goal to justify such a
dramatic intensification of the site.

Further, the proposed project should not be treated as the point of departure for sub-
sequent discussions. Rather, existing development standards in the downtown area
should be treated as the point of departure for discussions regarding the site as is appro-
priate for all proposed new development in the downtown, or anywhere else in the city.

Denny Zane
Chair, Santa Monicans for Renters’ Rights

Where will all the cars go?
Editor:

Regarding the front page article, “City divided over who deserves affordable
units,” (SMDP, Jan. 13, page 1) which addresses the issue of who should benefit,
residents and those who work in Santa Monica, or people from outside the Santa
Monica area. The article also mentions that the City Council voted to give nonprof-
it developers more autonomy in building new housing projects.

Does anyone at all, either on the City Council or the planning commission or anyone
in City Hall ever, ever address the issue of where the cars from all these units will go?

The current residents of Santa Monica know that parking anywhere within the
city limits is very difficult now. The traffic is terribly, horribly congested now. Will
anyone ever, ever address what will happen with traffic and parking if even one
more multi-unit apartment or condo is built?

Councilman Ken Genser thought the discussion ought to focus on, among other
things, the “... overall density in Santa Monica,” which was close, but no cigar. The
cars, the cars, the cars, people — the congestion, the congestion, people.

Councilman Bob Holbrook made the statement, “Why do I want Santa Monica
more congested that it already is, unless it’s directly benefiting Santa Monica resi-
dents first?” I’d be happy to learn how more congestion can benefit any resident. It
must benefit someone, but not the residents.

And what a surprise. Councilman Herb Katz’s suggestion that it be cleared with
a public discussion was voted down. Duh.

And by the way, if rent stabilization hadn’t been altered to jack the price way up
on apartments when they were vacated, there would be many, many existing apart-
ments in Santa Monica that would be affordable. If you really wanted the working
poor and minorities to have a chance to live in Santa Monica, you would never have
changed the rent control as it existed previously.

Marilyn Brennan
Santa Monica

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Tobacco was the income source for
many people — from the farmers who grew
it, to the retail store owner who sold it. This
noxious weed provided home and hearth
during most of the last century and the one
before it. Today, with the combined efforts
of a medical community aligned against it,
and under a court order to advertise against,
the industry is dying. It was a combined war
by those who hate the smell, the ill health
effects and the perceived societal costs. The
goal was to shut down an industry.

That same war is being fought these
days on the front-line of the gun issue. On
the one side are the Second Amendment
activists who strictly construe its terms.
It’s a testament to inherent flexibility of
the U.S. Constitution that a 27-word para-
graph can create such a firestorm of
anger, argument and acrimony. It reads
simply enough, “A well regulated Militia,
being necessary to the security of a free
state, the right of the people to keep and
bear arms, shall not be infringed.”

And this is where the argument starts.
One side says the sentence turns on the
word “militia,” meaning that only those in
a militia need guns. The other side argues
that when the Constitution uses the words
“the people” it means everyone.

But this argument is not very success-
ful for the people who would outlaw all
the guns. For those people who believe
that in a modern day society there is no
need for a gun, they want to make gun
ownership a thing of the past. Much like
the anti-tobacco people want to make
smoking a quaint historical anomaly
equivalent to ladies bustles.

The problem is that they are failing to
win the hearts and minds of the majority
of the people. I don’t actually own a gun
but I like the fact that I could if I wanted
to. And I think that most people, well
most men, agree with me on that. Most
women are more of the opinion that guns
are dangerous and aren’t necessary.

The anti-gun lobby has a lot going for
it. They get to be on the side of the inno-
cent victims who are killed or maimed.
They get the sympathy votes of those of
us who are sympathetic.

The gun lobby on the other hand has
many things going for it. Besides just hav-
ing Moses as a spokesperson, (OK it’s real-
ly Charlton Heston, but you know what I
mean), there is the redneck contingent who
think that if something is written in a book
it must be true. That’s mostly because they
can’t read the book to figure out what it
really says, but that’s another issue.

The gun lobby has tremendous funding
and popularity. Nationally, Americans
buy guns, a lot of them.  And it’s not just
the illegal midnight specials either. “Long
guns” are defined as shotguns and rifles.
They kill just as easily as the pocket-sized
handgun. As recently as 1999 in
California guns sales were increasing 30
percent over the prior period.

Most guns are not used, thankfully, and
when they are, it is either in recreational
uses, such as target practice, or hunting
for animals.  

The actual usage of guns in crimes,
compared to the ownership of guns is a
small percentage. The problem is that this
is a very visible percentage. And when

someone is shot or killed in a crime, it’s a
heart-rending situation because for the
most part, they did not a need to be shot.
Unless they are the perpetrator, the victim
is a sympathetic character.

It’s that sympathy that has led to the
latest assault on the gun industry. On Aug.
10, 1999 a mentally unbalanced Buford
Furrow, a follower of the Aryan Nations,
opened fire on a Jewish community center
in Granada Hills, wounding five people.
Later, he opened fire on Joseph Ileto, a
Filipino American who was shot because
he “looked Asian or Latino” and worked
for the government. 

Ileto’s family and the families of three of
the children wounded by Furrow have sued
the manufacturers for their damages, based
on a theory that the gun manufacturers have
produced more guns than could be pur-
chased by legal users, and therefore creat-
ing a secondary market for the excess guns.

Traditional product liability theory cre-
ates a liability on the manufacturer of a
product if the product does not act in the
manner in which it was designed to act.
This is a strict liability, meaning that the
manufacturer is liable no matter what the
outside circumstances are.

Usually in product liability cases there is
the purchaser, the user and manufacturer. If
either the purchaser or the user is hurt in
using the product, they can sue the manufac-
turer. For example, if you buy a stock pot,
and your spouse is making chili, and the pot
melts, causing hot chili to flow out and splat-
ter all over the body of your spouse, they can
sue the manufacturer for their damages.

In the Ileto case, they are suing the
manufacturers not because the guns they
built were defective, but because they
made too many of them. That made get-
ting a gun easy, and that, in theory, is
what led to the mayhem on Aug. 10, 1999
and the murder of Ileto.

This case has worked its way up from
the trial court to the Ninth Circuit Court of
Appeals, to the U.S. Supreme Court, who
let stand a ruling that Ileto’s mother and the
families of the three other victims could
sue Glock Inc., and China North
Industries, among others. The U.S.
Supreme Court, by sending the case back
for trial, is saying that there might be a the-
ory under which these victims can recover
against the gun manufacturers. 

It’s this type of backdoor assault on an
industry that leads to its destruction. Just
take a look at the tobacco industry to see
what this type of ruling leads to. The
tobacco industry is forced to actively
advertise that its product is unhealthy. 

This type of lawsuit is an unfair attack
on a legal business. The more appropriate
lawsuit I think would be the victims suing
the government for not providing Buford
Furrow with the mental help he needed
before he killed one man and maimed
five, rather than a lifetime of medical
care, and room and board in a prison. The
liability is the government’s failure to act
in a timely and effective manner to help
the mentally violent, before they do harm.

As a society we naturally put limits on
what is acceptable and what is unaccept-
able. Suing the gun manufacturers for
guns that are used by a crazy person
makes as much sense as suing the car
manufacturers for making cars that are
used by drunk drivers who kill people. 

(David Pisarra is a business develop-
ment lawyer in the Santa Monica firm of
Pisarra & Grist. He welcomes your ques-
tions and comments. He can be reached at
dpisarra@pisarra.com or (310) 664-
9969).

Gun industry being fired upon
WHAT’S

THE POINT?
BY DAVID PISARRA

OPINIONS EXPRESSED are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff.
Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis.
It is our intention to publish all letters we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to
those that are e-mailed to sack@smdp.com. All letters must include the author’s name and telephone number for purposes
of verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Suite 202, Santa Monica,
90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content.
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Grilled & Cold Paninis

Gourmet Salads

Delicious Crêpes

2715 Main St. Santa Monica • (310) 399-9939
www.paninigarden.com

Since 1998

Eat inside or out in our beautiful lavender garden!

BREAKFAST - LUNCH - DINNER     |     CATERING/DELIVERY

CARTON SPECIAL

1434 Fourth Street,Santa Monica 310.393.9592 (parking in rear)

We honor all
manufacturer’s
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Santa MonicaSanta Monica TOBACCO & GIFTS

$30.99 
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Virginia Slims, Winston

w/ COUPON
EXP. 1/31/04

1008 Olympic Blvd. Santa Monica CA 90404 • (310) 450-0300 • fixitright@verizon.net

Top Quality Work
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Fast & Friendly Service

“We work
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makes and
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FREEFREE
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AUTO BODY REPAIR & PAINT SPECIALISTS

10% OFF
with this
ad

There are millions of people in LA just
dying to make it. Be it the next Jennifer
Garner, Jennifer Lopez, or when that
doesn’t work, Jennifer McCarthy. But few
people think about the realm outside of
film and music that’s just as grueling.

They forget about the thousands who
struggle that are not as cute, slightly awk-
ward, but witty observationists — the
stand-up comedian.

Hollywood is brim full of hoo-hah fac-
tories and comedic cabanas. And trust me,
when most of us see our LA paycheck,
that’s the first place we head for. But
while we have comedians coming out of
the ear molds in LA, this is the first pro-

fession people overlook on the list of
would-be hopefuls. 

It takes a lot of guts to put your soul on
a platter of buffalo wings and two drink
minimums, and for that, all of LA’s hope-
ful comedians, this one’s for you. 

Yes that’s right, just for the day, I will try
to see what it feels like to be in their shoes.
I’m already scared for all of you. Ahem. 

Good day ladies and gents, it’s great to
be with you today in the great city of LA.
Great weather you have out here but what’s
the deal with the rain? Seven inches of rain
a year — maybe this past Monday. I mean
what’s going on here? A couple more days
of this and I was going to have to hire some
cheap labor to build me an ark. But then I
realized the ark would be 10 times the size
of my apartment.

But I’m so glad it stopped when it did,
because it really was halting the parade of
beauty and delusion I so enjoy — Ashlee
Simpson’s lip-synching her way through
Hollywood, and possibly the Orange

Bowl. Wait, even a hurricane couldn’t
stop that.

Has anyone noticed there are a lot of
dogs in this city? Not only that, but a lot
of people seem to have the same kind of
dogs: Boxers, bulldogs, Chihuahuas and
poodles. It’s creepy isn’t, how much peo-
ple kind of look like their dogs? I just
wonder which came first — the pug or
Rodney Dangerfield. 

Did you ever notice how things are
always advertised in the positive? Best
Chinese food, freshly baked donuts,
world’s best coffee? I just want to stop by
and tell the store in Inglewood with the
best French pastries sign that they may
have some competition. 

How can they all be the best? Wouldn’t
it be refreshing to have signs that say what
they really are? Like 5-day-old bread, did-
n’t-wash-after-peeing fritters and shared-
my-bronchitis-phlegm-in-your-chicken-
soup? Not that I would eat there, but I
would applaud them from the best pasta

place across the road. 
And what’s the deal with fast food? If

it’s so full of fat, where is it going in such
a hurry? Shouldn’t it be like slow, seden-
tary food? But then again, if Burger King
put out a may-cause-hypertension warning,
I’d be at the best pasta place across the
street.  

Can anyone tell me what the deal with
these short shorts skirts are? Are we
assuming men have no imagination?
Wearing one is basically like a Venn
Diagram of one’s butt. You’re saying
here’s my butt, here’s everyone staring at
my centrally focused skirt, and here’s the
man dragging his three young impression-
able children away from me. It almost
needs clearance from the FCC to run dur-
ing prime time.

Thank you thank you, you’ve been a
wonderful audience. Don’t forget to tip
your waitress. Good night.

(Heidi can be reached at anydayin-
la@gmail.com).

World of stand up comedy will leave you sitting alone
ANY DAY

IN LA
BY HEIDI MANTEUFFEL



... Our children deserve that fire, our nation desperately
needs it. It is the fire of justice and love.”

Cummins and other religious leaders who spoke dur-
ing the Monday morning service called upon listeners to
continue in the quest for racial equality, and urged them
to work diligently towards several other goals: To house
the homeless, to provide quality education and healthcare
for all, to pay workers a real living wage.

Rabbi Neil-Commess Daniels from Beth Shir Sholom
Temple added legalizing gay marriage and pushing for-
ward with stem cell research to those goals.

“And of course, the list could go on and on,” Daniels
said, calling each an injustice and a disaster much the
same as the Dec. 26 Indian Ocean tsunami that killed
more than 150,000. “There is no need to try to imagine
what Dr. King’s agenda would be today. We know. It is
all the natural disasters around us we have wrought.”

The 20th annual interfaith MLK service, sponsored by
The Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Westside
Coalition and held at the First United Methodist Church
on 11th Street, also featured song from the John Adams
Middle School Norsemen Honor Choir and the Santa
Monica College Emeritus College Gospel Choir.
Additionally, scholarships were presented to Santa
Monica students Hector Ornelas and Terra Elijah, based
on essays they penned about MLK.

Several community leaders attended the annual event,
including City Manager Susan McCarthy, Santa Monica
Police Department Chief James T. Butts, Jr., City
Councilman Richard Bloom, superintendent of schools
John Deasy, school board member Maria Leon-Vazquez,
acting SMC president Tom Donner, SMC trustee
Dorothy Ehrhart-Morrison and Nat Trives, chairman of
the Santa Monica Chamber of Commerce.

Standing at a podium on-stage, backed by a black-
and-white painting of King speaking with furled brow,
Clyde Smith of the MLK, Jr. Westside Coalition remind-
ed listeners that King’s birthday was not declared a
national holiday for several decades after his 1968 death.
It took years of lobbying and some six million signatures,
presented to the U.S. House of Representatives by King’s
wife, Coretta Scott, and musician Stevie Wonder, before
the national holiday was formally established in 1983.

Wonder, Smith noted, was a musical genius. His tak-
ing the lead in pushing for a national holiday to remem-
ber the great orator and civil rights champion was fitting,
Smith continued, as King had hoped to be remembered
as a “drum major for justice.”

DONATE Your Vehicle

1-866-7REDCROSS 
American Red Cross

Cars • Boats • RVs • Cars • Boats • RVs • Cars • Boats • RVs 

Tax deductible.
No DMV hassle. 

The call is free!
And so is the pick-up!

1 - 8 6 6 - 7 7 3 - 3 2 7 6
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FIVE ACES PHOTOGRAPHY
FOR ALL OF YOUR DIGITAL AND PRINT NEEDS
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FiveAcesPhoto.photoreflect.com

310 963 0636

National MLK Jr. celebration
was 15 years in the making
MLK, from page 1

John Wood/Daily Press
With a black-and-white painting of Martin Luther King, Jr. on the wall behind him, community leader Nat Trives on Monday intro-
duces keynote speaker and local educator Paul Cummins.
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contained 16 statewide propositions,
prompting widespread voter frustration. 

Besides being a full-employment act
for political consultants, one has to won-
der whether all this direct democracy is in
danger of diluting its purpose. Even
Schwarzenegger, who owes his job to a
special election and who champions the
populist power of ballot fights, stands a
chance of undercutting his own image as a
leader who has the power to forge com-
promise Sacramento. 

“The governor can call a special elec-
tion, he can qualify initiatives and put
them on the ballot, but whether it’s a
process that’s good for the state of solves
fundamental problems in the state is a very
open question,” Democratic strategist
Garry South said. “At some point, one has
to ask oneself if this is about solving prob-
lems or about political gamesmanship. I
don’t know how voters will answer that.” 

Schwarzenegger and his aides appear
to be aware of the danger of appearing to
be rushing a ballot fight. 

In his State of the State address, the
governor vowed to work closely with the
Democrat-controlled Legislature. He
framed the possibility of a special election
as a rebellion by “the people” in which he
would simply play a supporting role. 

“If we here in this chamber don’t work
together to reform the government, the
people will rise up and reform it them-
selves,” he warned. “And I will join them.
I will fight with them.” 

Schwarzenegger spokeswoman Margita
Thompson wouldn’t even discuss the time-
frame of a possible special election, calling
it “hypothetical.” But if the governor does
call one, Thompson said voters will trust
that he is doing it for the right reasons and

will be glad to participate. 
“He’s always been very fortunate to

have a dialogue with the voters, and they
understand what his priorities are,” she
said. “A civic culture has emerged, and
that’s a great thing. People are paying
attention.” 

Problem is, the reforms Schwarzenegger
has proposed target many of the Democratic
Party’s treasured constituencies. That makes
the notion that they can be resolved in the
Legislature almost a nonstarter. 

Among other things, Schwarzenegger
is pushing for merit pay for teachers, a
vast overhaul of the state’s public pension
system and redistricting that presumably
would reduce the number of Democratic
seats in the Legislature and Congress. 

On top of that, none of those reforms
addresses the central promise of
Schwarzenegger’s governorship: that he
would fix the state’s budget mess and
bring true fiscal control to Sacramento. 

For a second year in a row,
Schwarzenegger has proposed a budget
that relies heavily on borrowing and
leaves a multibillion dollar deficit — the
very practices he vowed to eliminate as
governor. 

He has rightly complained that the
problems are largely due to the state’s
budget system, which has been con-
strained by voter-mandated tax policies
and rigid spending mandates. 

But his proposal to establish a trigger
mechanism that would slash state spending
across the board when it exceeds revenue
gives off a curious whiff of surrender. It
suggests that neither the all-powerful gov-
ernator nor any other mere mortal has the
power to solve the state’s budget problems. 

David Lesher, who covered
Sacramento for many years as a reporter
and editor and now heads the New

America Foundation’s California pro-
gram, said he doesn’t believe
Schwarzenegger has proposed a ballot
fight to distract attention from his inabili-
ty to fix the budget. 

Instead, Lesher believes
Schwarzenegger has come to realize that
the state’s problems are far more serious
and that he appears willing to stake his
political career on enacting a broader
array of fundamental reforms. 

“I think he wants to leave the biggest
legacy as governor since Pat Brown,”

Lesher said. “And I think his frustration is
that he realizes there’s more broken in
California than the governor’s office, and
to have that legacy and prepare for a new
generation, he needs to make really sub-
stantial changes.” 

Which brings us inevitably back to a
special election, where voters, rather than
elected officials, will again be asked to
solve a series of vexing policy questions.
The result could be a profound change in
the way California does business — or
merely an extreme case of voter fatigue. 

issue, the lawsuit, which was dated Dec.
20, 2004 specifically targets a Dec. 20,
2002 amendment to the rent control law
that reinforces its objectives.

Though Santa Monica City Hall’s rent
control law has been challenged unsuc-
cessfully in state courts, Perry is relying
upon three recent federal cases he says
prove it is illegal for wealthy tenants to
benefit from city-mandated rent control.

“All of them discuss the formula,
which is: Does the law advance a substan-
tial state interest?” Perry said. “If a law
that impacts regulation of land does not
advance a substantial state interest, then
it’s unconstitutional.”

Perry pinned blame on the powerful
Santa Monicans for Renters Rights group,
saying after introducing rent control legisla-
tion in 1979 its anti-growth policies have

made it nearly impossible for developers to
build new housing, exacerbating a shortage.

“SMRR’s housing crisis is nothing
more than a self-inflicted injury, and con-
spiracy to keep the housing crisis current
so that they can continue their rent control
scheme,” he said.

“Rent control in 1979 was a much dif-
ferent animal than it is in 2005,” Perry
added. “If they want to legally control
housing with rent control, for anybody,
even the poor, then they have to allow the
housing providers to build housing first.”

City attorneys have for years defended
the rent control law against legal attacks.
They were not available to discuss the
new lawsuit Monday, as City Hall was
closed in observance of Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr.’s birthday.

SMRR co-chair and co-founder Denny
Zane said wealthy tenants occupy only a

minority of units, because as people make
money they typically buy properties of
their own. Besides that, Zane said land-
lords can choose who to rent to.

“The first issue about rich tenants is a
complete canard,” he said. “Such tenan-
cies are by far the exception and, if they
occur, they are completely at the discre-
tion of the landlord who, after all, choos-
es the tenants. This is just a case of blam-
ing the rent control system for choices the
landlords makes, which is absurd.”

As to the allegations that SMRR poli-
cies have limited the city’s housing stock,
Zane said, “The facts of the matter don’t
justify the claim. Santa Monica is one of
the few cities that has consistently met the
regional target for housing production.”

Perry said $25,000 has been raised of
the $100,000 needed to litigate the law-
suit. Action Association will drop its suit

without full funding, he added.
Zane questioned Perry’s motives in

bringing the lawsuit.
“I think this is just a make-work program

for struggling local attorneys,” he said. “Rent
control systems have been taken to the
United States Supreme Court multiple times
and have been upheld ... I just think the prop-
erty owners in this case are just being taken
for a ride, or whoever’s paying for it.”

While the issue plays itself out in the
courts, several city officials praised the
1979 rent control law for helping to form
today’s Santa Monica.

“I think, in general, rent control was
good for Santa Monica,” City Councilman
Bobby Shriver said. “It allowed a number
of interesting people to live here. The peo-
ple obviously agreed to that — they put it
into the charter. If it weren’t there, it’d be
a different town than it is now.”

Santa Monica Daily Press ❑ Monday, January 18, 2005 ❑ Page 7
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FREE
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SMRR leader defends 1979 rent control law
RENT CONTROL, from page 1

Direct democracy has its share of problems, critics say
POLITICS, from page 1
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USC CHILD
Psychology Study

Call Robin Toblin,
Grad Student, USC
213/740-3638
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computer games?

Is your child 9-12 years old?
Receive $15/hour

For more information visit 
our website or call us at 
www.strollerstrides.com 
800.795.6708

email: lainfo@strollerstrides.com

Stroller Strides is a fitness
class where mom can

workout with her baby.
Workouts consist of a
power walk combined 

with body sculpting 
exercises using exercise

tubing, the stroller and the
environment. Classes

throughout Los Angeles!

Stroller StridesStroller Strides
GET FIT WITH

RESOLUTIONS?
HYPNOTHERAPY WORKS!

•STOP SMOKING

•WEIGHT LOSS       

•MOTIVATION 

Initial Consultation is always free. 
Discounted 1st session with this ad!

Marion Williams C.Ht  
Certified Hypnotherapist (310) 739-1132 SANTA MONICA

Baby Safe your 

drinking water
Babies are more sensitive to the chlorine and 

hard minerals found in local tap water.

Call for the New Mom 

water treatment package today.

1828 Lincoln • 310-450-6300

THE LACTATION STATION
• One-on-One Consultations
• Breastfeeding Support Groups
• Breastfeeding Education and 

Support Line
• Pump Rentals
• Supplies and Equipment

(310) 829-8944  • www.stjohns.org

Doh! The kid eats play-doh
Dear Dorie,
My toddler won’t stop eating play-doh. I don’t mean a nibble here and a nibble

there, I’m talking he would eat the whole container if I let him. When he’s got a mouth-
ful he will play with it in the typical fashion (molds, balls, etc.), and seems to really
enjoy it. I’m just concerned about the stuff in his tummy. Any ideas?

Yummy Play-doh-eater Mummy

Dear Mummy,
Play-doh, whether commercial or home-made, is non-toxic so ingestion won’t harm

your loved one. That said, I’ve seen many children “inhale” crayons, play-doh, soap,
etc. and there are a few things you can do. First, stay with your toddler and supervise
when the play-doh comes out. This is not the time to pay bills or make phone calls.
Second, have his favorite edibles nearby and ready to eat. Next, memorize the phrase,
“It looks like you want something to eat.” When the play-doh goes in the mouth, use
the phrase and provide the right alternative. Move the play-doh away until he’s finished
eating and try again. Above all, do this with respect and patience — no judgement or
guilt please, this is not a serious or life-threatening situation. I’ve never met a kinder-
gartner that still ate this stuff. Good luck.

Dorie

(Dorie Meek is director of the Infant & Family Support Program, provided by Saint
John’s Health Center in partnership with the Santa Monica-Malibu Unified School
District. Meek answers questions concerning children ages birth to 5 years old. Submit
your questions to “Dear Dorie” at meek@smmusd.org, or call (310) 452-6132; fax
(310) 452-6392).

DEAR DORIE
BY LYNN SULLIVAN
Special to the Daily Press

Expectant moms and dads are not the
only ones who must make adjustments for
a new arrival.  Brothers- and sisters-to-be
also will face changes when a baby is
added to the family.

No matter how careful you are with
your current children, they can feel
neglected or displaced when a new baby
comes home from the hospital. Suddenly,
they are no longer the focal point of your
attention and may believe they need to
compete with their brother or sister.

To keep siblings involved and excited
about their growing family, try the fol-
lowing age-based strategies that have
proved effective over time.

Toddlers:  
1) Speak to them in very simple terms.

Once your tummy begins showing, talk
about the “baby growing inside mommy.”

2) Read age-appropriate stories to them.
There are many excellent books for siblings.

3) Give them dolls to practice baby
care and let them participate in simple
chores and tasks while you are caring for
the baby.

4) Make child-care arrangements well
in advance of your due date and let your
toddlers know where they will be staying
while you are in the hospital.  

5) Visit the hospital with your toddlers
to show them where “mommy and your
brother or sister will be staying.”

6) Refer to the new baby as “our baby,”
so they will feel included in the process. 

7) Show them pictures or videos of
themselves as infants so they can better
grasp the concept.

8) Encourage visitors to ask about
them, not just the baby.

Preschoolers:
1) Use simple but realistic terms to

explain about the “baby growing inside
mommy.” Avoid references to the “stork”

or “cabbage patch.”
2) If an older child is getting his or her

own room, call the move a “graduation” or
“big brother/sister move” and celebrate
accordingly. If they will be sharing a room, be
sure the older child has his or her own space.

3) Involve preschoolers in discussions
about the baby’s name and other planning
for the birth.

4) Let them make phone calls to
announce their brother or sister’s arrival.

5) Get celebratory lollipops for them to
pass around. A printed T-shirt that reads,
“I’m a big brother,” is also a nice way to
share the announcement.

Adolescents/teens:
1) Use the opportunity to talk about

human sexuality, reproduction and the
importance of family life.

2) Include them in baby care and infant
CPR classes so they gain hands-on training.

3) Reassure them that they are loved
and important family members too.

The BirthPlace at Santa Monica-
UCLA Medical Center offers a sibling
preparation class designed for brothers-
and sisters-to-be ages 3 to 10. For more
information about the class or a list of
excellent books for siblings, call (310)
319-4947.

(Lynn Sullivan, a mother and former
maternity nurse, is community programs
manager for The BirthPlace at Santa
Monica-UCLA Medical Center).

Don’t forget about siblings
when baby comes home

Can’t find the Daily Press in your neighborhood? 
Call us. We’ll take your suggestions. (310) 458-PRESS (7737)

No matter how careful
you are with your current

children, they can feel
neglected or displaced

when a new baby comes
home from the hospital. 



SPECIAL EVENTS
TUESDAYS, JAN. 18 – FEB. 22 – COFFEE
WITH MARILYN, 9:30 a.m.
A series of discussions with local early
childhood development guru Marilyn
McGrath, presented by the SMMUSD Infant
and Family Support Program.  Geared for
alumni of previous parenting classes.  Call
452-6132 for more info.  At Joslyn Park
Craft Room.

SUNDAY, JAN. 23 – BIRDWATCHING for
YOUNG CHILDREN and PARENTS
10:00 a.m. at Malibu Lagoon State Beach,
23200 PCH.  Get outside and enjoy this spe-
cial short walk for children and families.
FREE!   For all ages.  393-6205.

MONDAY, JAN. 24 – DINNER WITH SNOW
WHITE at CREATIVE KIDS 
6:00 – 7:30 p.m., 11301 W. Olympic Blvd.,
LA, 473-6090.  Includes dinner, dessert,
gym play, face painting and fairytale the-
atre.  All ages, reservations required, $12.

MONDAYS - NEW KARATE CLASS FOR
AGES 4-5; 3:00 – 3:45
Japan Karate Association is expanding their
program and starting a new Pre-Karate
class for children ages 4-5.  This class will
teach basic Karate, awareness, Stranger
Danger and how to call 911, while helping
kids improve their discipline and concentra-
tion.  Classes are taught in a fun, age-
appropriate and uplifting manner.  Cost is
$70 per month.  For more info call Maria at
394-3544.  Located at 1218 5th St.

TUESDAY 

Movies for Moms!  Jan. 18 - “In Good
Company” starring Dennis Quaid, Topher
Grace and Scarlett Johansson. Comedy-
Drama;  Rated “PG-13.”
11:00 a.m., Loews Broadway, 1441 3rd St.
Promenade – for Moms and babies newborn
– 1 year old.   Doors open early for socializ-
ing and getting comfortable.
Visit www.enjoytheshow.com/reelmoms for
details.  

Storytelling
Main Library – held at Reed Park, corner of
7th and Wilshire. 
Toddler Storytime; 10:00 a.m. For 2 year
olds with adult. 
Preschool Story Time; 10:30 a.m.; for ages
3-5. 
Fairview Branch Library – 2101 Ocean
Park Blvd – 310-450-0443.
Cuentos Para Pequenos – 10:00 a.m., six-
week series in Spanish for 24 – 36 month
olds with adult. Thru Feb.8.
Lap Time – 11:00 a.m, six-week series for
babies 0-24 months, co-sponsored by the
SMMUSD Infant & Family Support
Programs.  Thru Feb.8.
Twilight Story Time -7pm – an ongoing
program for 3-5 year olds. 
Montana Avenue Branch Library – 1704
Montana Ave – 310-829-7081.
Family Story Time – 7:00 p.m., all ages.

Ocean Park Branch Library – 2601 Main
St. – 310-392-3804.
Toddler Storytime, 10:00 and 10:30.
Music, rhymes and stories for 24-36 month
olds. 
Tiny Tuesday Storytime at Storyopolis
For ages infant to 3.  11:00 a.m.  116 North
Robertson, Plaza A, LA.  310-358-2500,
www.storyopolis.com
Barnes and Noble at the Grove
Storytime for ages 2 – 6.  10:00 a.m.  189
Grove Drive, LA, 323-525-0270

Classes
YWCA – A Place for Parents – Toddler &
Me (1-3 years) – 9:15 – 10:15 a.m.; Infant
& Me, Transitional Group (7 – 14 mos.) –
10:45 – 11:45 a.m.; Infant & Me (0-12 mos.)
– 1:30 – 2:30 p.m.; classes in partnership
with the Infant and Family Support Program.
2019 14th St. Call 452-3881for details and
prices.

Yoga & Exercise
Prenatal Aqua Aerobics at the Santa
Monica YMCA
10:00 – 11:00 a.m and 7:30 – 8:30 p.m;
Free for members, non-members $90 for 10
classes. (also Thursday nights 7:30 – 8:30
p.m.)  393-2721. ext. 117 for more info.
Yoga Works – 2215 Montana Ave, 310-
393-5150; Pre/postnatal – 12:15 – 1:40
p.m., $15.  Mommy and Me – 1:45 – 3:00
p.m.
Mommy Care – at the Dance Factory,
11606 San Vicente Blvd., Brentwood, 310-
394-6711. Combined Pregnancy/Recovery
Exercise Group – 7:00 – 8:00 p.m.. (babies
welcome, includes baby massage and
workout at the end)
Itsy Bitsy Yoga – Tots (crawling to 24
months) – 10:30 – 11:30 a.m. (Register now
for new session beginning Jan. 4.)  Baby (6
weeks to pre-crawling) – 11:30 – 12:30
a.m.
With Khefri Riley at Ocean Oasis, 1333
Ocean Ave.  Register at www.khefri.net or
call 323-549-5383.
Stroller Strides Fitness Class  – 9:30 a.m.
Mon. – Fri., Palisades Park, call 800-795-
6708 or visit www.strollerstrides.com for
more info.

Breastfeeding Group
The Pump Station, 2415 Wilshire Blvd.,
310-826-5774 - no pre-reg required, first
class free, $10 fee thereafter.  Moms/babies
0-4 months, 1:00 – 2:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY

Storytelling
The Talking Stick Coffee Lounge – 1630
Ocean Park Blvd., 450-6052
10:30 a.m.  Free story time for moms and
kids ages 0-4 at this neighborhood coffee
shop. 
Fairview Branch Library – 2101 Ocean
Park Blvd – 310-450-0443. 
Preschool Story Time – 10:30 a.m.;  six-
week series for 3-5 year olds with adult.

Thru Feb. 9.
Montana Avenue Branch Library – 1704
Montana Ave – 310-829-7081.
**New Time - Lap Time - 10:15 & 11:15
a.m., ages 0-2.  Thru Feb. 9.
Ocean Park Branch Library – 2601 Main
St. –392-3804. 
Preschool Twilight Story Time – 7:00 –
7:30 p.m.  Parents/children ages 3-5.
Barnes and Noble, Westside Pavilion – 2
pm – ages 2-5 – 310-475-4144
Border’s, Westwood – 11am – 310-475-
3444.

Classes
Rhythm Child Parent & Me Rhythms,
Santa Monica Studios, 3025 Olympic Blvd.,
9:30 – 10:15 a.m.  Next session is Jan. 19
– March 5.  Children explore rhythms
through drum play.  Ages 6 mos. – 3.5
years; $100 for 8 weeks.  Call 204-5466 or
visit www.rhythmchild.net for more info.
YWCA – A Place for Parents – Parent
Support (3 – 5 years) – 9:15 – 10:15 a.m.;
Infant Plus (0-12 mos.) – 10:30 a.m. – noon;
Parents of Adolescents Support Group –
7:00 – 8:30 p.m.   2019 14th St. Call 452-
3881for details and prices.

Yoga & Exercise
Yoga Works, 2215 Montana Ave, 310-393-
5150 Pre/Postnatal – 12:15 – 1:45pm, $15
Fitness for Moms – Babies Welcome!  Step
Aerobics, 10:30 a.m. at the YMCA, 393-
2721, ext. 117 for more info.  Free for mem-
bers, non-members pay $90 for 10 classes.
Stroller Strides Fitness Class – 9:30 a.m.
Mon. – Fri., Palisades Park, call 800-795-
6708 or visit www.strollerstrides.com for
more info.

Breastfeeding Group
The Pump Station, 2415 Wilshire Blvd.,
310-826-5774, no pre-reg required, first
class free, $10 fee thereafter.  Moms/babies
0-4 months, 1:00 – 2:30 p.m.

Other
Puppetolio – 1:00 p.m., 310-656-0483,
1255 2nd St., ages 3 & up, reservations
suggested

THURSDAY 

Babystyle, 1324 Montana Avenue, 434-
9590 10:30 a.m.  Free story time for moms
and kids ages 0-4.  
Main Library – held at Reed Park, corner of
7th and Wilshire.
Toddler Storytime; 10:00 a.m.; for 2 year
olds with adult. 
Preschool Story Time; 10:30 a.m.; for ages
3-5. 
Fairview Branch Library – 2101 Ocean
Park Blvd – 310-450-0443. 
Toddler Story Time – 10:30 a.m; for ages
2 –3. 
La Hora Del Cuento – 7:00 p.m.  Spanish
stories, songs and rhymes for all ages.
Montana Avenue Branch Library – 1704
Montana Ave – 310-829-7081.

Toddler Story Time – 10:15 a.m., for 2
year olds. 
Preschool Story Time – 11:15 a.m.; for 3-
5 year olds. 
Ocean Park Branch Library – 2601 Main
St. – 310-392-3804. 
Lap Time – 9:20 & 10:20 a.m., 6-week
series for babies 0-24 months, co-spon-
sored by SMMUSD Infant & Family Support
Program.  

Classes
YWCA – A Place for Parents – Toddler & Me
(1-3 years) – 9:15 – 10:15 a.m. and 10:45
– 11:45 a.m.; classes in partnership with
the Infant and Family Support Program.
Parent Support (3 – 5 years) – 3:30 – 4:30
p.m.  2019 14th St. Call 452-3881for details
and prices.

Yoga & Exercise
Prenatal Aqua Aerobics at the Santa
Monica YMCA
7:30 – 8:30 p.m; Free for members, non-
members $90 for 10 classes. (also
Tuesdays at 10:00 – 11:00 a.m. and  7:30 –
8:30 p.m.)  393-2721. ext. 117 for more
info.
Yoga Works – 2215 Montana Ave, 310-
393-5150; Pre/postnatal – 12:15 – 1:40
p.m., $15.  Mommy and Me – 1:45 – 3:00
p.m.
Stroller Strides Fitness Class – 9:30 a.m.
Mon. – Fri., Palisades Park, call 800-795-
6708 or visit www.strollerstrides.com for
more info.

Breastfeeding Group
The Pump Station, 2415 Wilshire Blvd.,
310-826-5774 - no pre-reg required, first
class free, $10 fee thereafter.  Moms/babies
4-8 months, 1:00 – 2:30 p.m.

FRIDAY 

La Leche League of LA/Mar Vista – meets
the 2nd Friday of each month at 10:00 a.m.
Call 310-390-2529 for info.

Classes
YWCA – A Place for Parents – Toddler & Me
(1-3 years) – 9:20 – 10:20 a.m.; Parent
Support (1-3 years) – 10:30 – 11:30 a.m.
2019 14th St. Call 452-3881for details and
prices.
Mommy and Me Dance– celebrate the
wonderful world of imagination Fridays at
the Electric Lodge.  9:45 – 10:45 a.m. ages
14 - 24 months; 10:45 – 11:45 a.m. ages 2
– 4. 6 classes for $75 or $14 per class.
First class free!  1416 Electric Ave, Venice,
306-1854. 

Yoga & Exercise 
Fitness for Moms – Babies Welcome!
Indoor Cycling, 10:30 a.m. at the YMCA,
393-2721, ext. 117 for more info.  Free for
members, non-members pay $90 for 10
classes.
Yoga Works – 2215 Montana Ave, 310-
393-5150; Pre/postnatal – 12:15 – 1:45
p.m., $15.

Stroller Strides Fitness Class – 9:30 a.m.
Mon. – Fri., Palisades Park, call 800-795-
6708 or visit www.strollerstrides.com for
more info.

Other
Baby Attuned - Fridays, 9:00 a.m. – 2:00
p.m., A new program promoting sensitive
parenting and developmental awareness
Parent-completed developmental screen-
ing, with review and feedback from a
licensed clinical developmental psychologist
and experienced pediatric nurse practition-
er, Eileen Escarce, PhD, MSN. (PSY 18819).
Introductory fee: $15 per screening with
feedback.  1137 2nd Ave, Suite 213.  By
appointment only 310-367-1155.

SATURDAY 

Storytelling 
Barnes and Noble, 3rd St. Promenade –
Kid’s Story Time – 10am – 310-260-9110
Barnes and Noble, Westside Pavilion –
10:30am – ages 2-5 – 310-475-4144.
Children’s Book World – 10580 1/2 Pico
Blvd, LA - 10:30 a.m., 310-559-BOOK.
Village Books, 1049 SwarthmoreAve,
Pacific Palisades – 10:30 a.m. – 454-4063.

Yoga & Exercise
Santa Monica Yoga – Pre- & Post-Natal
Yoga, Saturdays – 12:30 – 2:00 p.m.
1640 Ocean Park Blvd, 396-4040,
www.santamonicayoga.com
Mommy Care – at the Dance Factory,
11606 San Vicente Blvd., Brentwood, 310-
394-6711. Combined Pregnancy/Recovery
Exercise Group – 8:30 – 9:30 a.m.(babies
welcome, includes baby massage and
workout at the end)
Stroller Strides Fitness Class – 9:00 a.m.,
Palisades Park, call 800-795-6708 or visit
www.strollerstrides.com for more info.

Other
Snow White at the Santa Monica
Playhouse
Saturdays & Sundays at 12:30 & 3:00 p.m.
(thru April); $12 adults, $10 kids ages 12 &
under.  394-9779 ext. 2 for reservations,
www.santamonicaplayhouse.com
Puppetolio – 1:00 and 3:00pm, 310-656-
0483, 1255 2nd St., ages 3 & up, reserva-
tions suggested
Magicopolis – 2 and 8 p.m., 1418 4th St.,
Admission is $20 for evening, $15 for mati-
nee. Call 310-451-2241 for info.
Precious Prints – Ceramic Heirlooms for a
Lifetime 
Second Saturday every month at The Pump
Station, 1:00 – 4:00 p.m.  Contact Kristan
Ritchie at 310-802-8013 or visit www.pre-
ciousprintsstudios.com for more info.

Breastfeeding
Working Mother’s Support Group 
The Pump Station, 2415 Wilshire Blvd. -
10:00 – 11:30 a.m., $12 fee, led by Ilka
Sternberger, certified lactation educator.
Call 826-5774 for more info.

SUNDAY 

Main Street Farmer’s Market – 9:30 a.m.
– 1:00 p.m., corner of Main St. and Ocean
Park Blvd.  Pony rides, live music, lots of
vendors and great family socializing. 
Puppetolio – 1:00 and 3:00pm, 310-656-
0483, 1255 2nd St., ages 3 & up, reserva-
tions suggested
Magicopolis – 2 p.m., 1418 4th St.,
Admission is $15. Call 310-451-2241 for
info.
Snow White at the Santa Monica
Playhouse
Saturdays & Sundays at 12:30 & 3:00 p.m.
(thru April); $12 adults, $10 kids ages 12 &
under.  394-9779 ext. 2 for reservations,
www.santamonicaplayhouse.com

MONDAY 

Storytelling 
Main Library – Lap Time at Joslyn Park,
Craft Room, 9:30 a.m.  A series for babies
up to two years old.  (No lap time Jan. 17 &
Feb. 21)
“Family Connections” – 10:00 a.m.,
immediately following Lap Time - a series of
discussions related to early childhood
development and growth.  Children wel-
come, free.
Ocean Park Branch Library – 2601 Main
Street, 310-392-3804. 
“Spanish for Little Ones”, 11:15 a.m.
Next session begins Jan. 24. 
Barnes and Noble, 3rd St. Promenade –
Toddler Story Time – 10am – 310-260-
9110

MOMS Club of Santa Monica – New
Mother Group – for new moms with babies
ages 0-6 months.  Meet for conversation,
support and playtime.  All new Moms wel-
come!
Call Clare at 395-7422 for time, location
and more info.

Classes
YWCA – A Place for Parents – Toddler & Me
(1-3 years) – 9:20 – 10:20 a.m.; Parent
Support (1-3 years) – 10:30 – 11:30 a.m.
2019 14th St. Call 452-3881for details and
prices.

Breastfeeding Group 
The Pump Station, 2415 Wilshire Blvd.,
310-826-5774 - no pre-reg required, first
class free, $10 fee thereafter.  Moms/babies
0-4 months, 1:00 – 2:30 p.m.

Yoga & Exercise
Yoga Works, 2215 Montana Ave, 310-393-
5150 Pre/Postnatal – 12:15 – 1:45pm, $15
Yoga Garden, - Restorative yoga for
pre/postnatal – 6:30 p.m., 310-450-0133.
www.yogagardenstudios.com
Stroller Strides Fitness Class – 9:30 a.m.
Mon. – Fri., Palisades Park, call 800-795-
6708 or visit www.strollerstrides.com for
more info.
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Expecting? We’ll Be Expecting You!

Take a FREE tour of The BirthPlace 
at Santa Monica–UCLA Medical Center

Tours held monthly. Private tours available too.

Call today: (310) 319-4947

WELCOME TO THE WORLD!

The Santa Monica Daily Press is now running birth announcements every Tuesday.

Call us at 310-458-PRESS (7737) x 101 for details.

Announce the arrival of your newest family member.
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BY WILL LESTER 
Associated Press Writer 

WASHINGTON — A majority of
Americans say they feel hopeful about
President Bush’s second term and have a
generally positive view of him personally,
but they also express continued doubts
about Iraq. 

People were most likely to identify Iraq
as the top priority for Bush, an Associated
Press poll found. But more than half won-
dered whether a stable government can be
established there. 

After winning re-election, Bush is
preparing to pursue an ambitious agenda
that includes efforts to change Social
Security, federal tax laws and medical
malpractice awards. 

Ahead of Bush’s inauguration on
Thursday, six in 10 people said they felt
hopeful about his second term and in
response to a separate question 47 percent

said they were worried. Most said they
were neither angry nor excited about his
final four years in office. 

Iraq was cited most often as the presi-
dent’s highest priority, according to the
poll conducted for the AP by Ipsos-Public
Affairs. Some 53 percent of those ques-
tioned said it is unlikely Iraq will have a
stable government. 

“Iraq remains the kind of thing that
could completely take over the term, if the
situation gets a lot worse,” said Charles
Franklin, a political scientist at the
University of Wisconsin-Madison. “It’s a
good idea for the president to push new
domestic proposals. He has to find a way
to have the whole second term be about
more than just Iraq.” 

More than 1,350 U.S. troops have died
in Iraq. Deadly attacks by insurgents are
on the rise as the Jan. 30 elections near. 

“It’s best to be hopeful about the next
four years,” said Kellie Shanahan, a

Republican and a teacher from
Wilmington, N.C. “If we’re not, it won’t
be good for our country.” 

Bush leads a nation much changed
from the one when he took office in
January 2001. The Sept. 11 attacks have
changed everything, from the shape of
government and the health of the econo-
my to the conduct of U.S. foreign policy. 

Public perceptions of the president’s per-
sonal strengths are his biggest asset today. 

Nearly two-thirds of those polled
described Bush as likable, strong and
intelligent. A majority said he is depend-
able and honest. 

Bush is likely to need to draw on those
personal strengths as he pursues an
aggressive second-term agenda. 

His domestic wish list — with its focus
on allowing private accounts in Social
Security for younger Americans, limiting
lawsuit awards and overhauling the tax
laws — could gain momentum from the

increased GOP majorities in the House
and Senate. Republican lawmakers are
showing an increased willingness to chal-
lenge Bush’s proposals, however. 

Close behind Iraq in public concerns
for Bush’s second term is the economy,
which moved past terrorism as a top con-
cern in AP polls in the past two months.
Social Security was named as a top issue
by only 9 percent, taxes by 2 percent. 

After picking up in 2004, the economy
probably will slow this year, influenced
by rising interest rates, higher energy
costs and the lack of a new tax cut, econ-
omists say. 

People were relatively optimistic about
their own personal finances in the next
year. Four in 10 said they expect their
own situation to improve; a similar num-
ber said they believe it will stay the same. 

The poll of 1,000 adults was taken Jan.
10-12. It has a margin of sampling error of
plus or minus 3 percentage points. 

BY CURT ANDERSON 
Associated Press Writer 

WASHINGTON — A post-Sept. 11 com-
puter system was supposed to solve prob-
lems for the FBI, giving agents, analysts
and personnel around the world the ability
to share information without using paper or
time-consuming scanning of documents. 

But the $170 million Virtual Case File
project has proved so inadequate and out-
dated, it may be shelved. 

“I am frustrated by the delays,” FBI
Director Robert Mueller said. “I am frus-
trated that we do not have on every
agent’s desk the capability of a modern
case-management system.” 

The FBI is hoping to salvage some

parts of the project, known as Virtual
Case File. But officials acknowledged
Thursday that it is possible the entire sys-
tem, designed by Science Applications
International Corp. of San Diego, will
have to be built from scratch. 

The FBI did not get what it envisioned,
according to a senior FBI official who
briefed reporters on condition of
anonymity because the project is the sub-
ject of an internal review by the Justice
Department’s inspector general. The offi-
cial said its capabilities were only a frac-
tion of what was sought. 

After the attacks of Sept. 11, 2001,
Mueller made improvement of the
agency’s computer systems a priority.
Members of Congress and the indepen-
dent Sept. 11 commission said the over-
haul was critical to enabling the FBI and
intelligence agencies such as the CIA to
“connect the dots” in preventing attacks. 

It is not clear how many more taxpayer
dollars will have to be spent. The FBI
official said the agency probably will
have to ask Congress for additional funds.
Some of the necessary software is proba-
bly now commercially available, which
was not the case when the project began. 

Virtual Case File was to be the final
piece of the overhaul of antiquated FBI
computers, called the Trilogy project. The
first two phases of the project — deploy-
ment of a high-speed, secure FBI comput-
er network and 30,000 new desktop com-
puters — have been completed. 

Science Applications International

spokesman Jared Adams said the compa-
ny “delivered the Virtual Case File system
initial operation capability in December
as agreed to” and would have no further
comment until the Justice Department
review is finished. 

Sen. Charles Grassley, a senior mem-
ber of the Senate Judiciary Committee,
said the possibility that the system may be
scrapped is disappointing. 

“I hope we haven’t just been pouring
money down a rat hole at taxpayers’
expense,” said Grassley, R-Iowa. 

The top Judiciary Committee
Democrat, Sen. Patrick Leahy of
Vermont, called the FBI computer over-
haul “a train wreck in slow motion” and
said money alone won’t solve the prob-
lem. 

“The FBI needs to stop hiding its prob-
lems and begin confronting them early
on,” Leahy said. 

The computer overhaul was intended
to give FBI agents and analysts an instan-
taneous and paperless way to manage all
types of investigations, including terror-
ism cases. 

Under the current system, for example,
all FBI terrorism documents are loaded
into a central database each night; under
Virtual Case File the information would
be available much faster. 

The FBI officials said that although all
essential national security information is
available under the current system, it is
more cumbersome than it should be. 

Poll: Most Americans pleased with Bush’s term

Expensive FBI computer overhaul hits snag and could be dumped 

Got 
News?

If you see news happening 
or have something to report, call

the Santa Monica Daily Press 
at our NEW tipline!

Call 310.285.TIPS (8477)
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BY NICHOLAS K. GERANIOS 
Associated Press Writer 

SPOKANE, Wash. — Gay activists in this staid Eastern
Washington city are planning to create a neighborhood of
gay-oriented homes, businesses and nightlife, which reli-
gious conservatives complain will be at odds with
Spokane’s family oriented culture. 

A gay district would signal that Spokane is tolerant
and progressive, proponents contend, the type of com-
munity that can attract the so-called “creative class” that
will build the economy of tomorrow. 

“We’re talking about an actual physical part of town
we would like to establish as a gay district,” said Marvin
Reguindin, owner of a Spokane graphic design firm, who
envisions an area similar to the Castro district of San
Francisco or Capitol Hill in Seattle. 

Community Impact Spokane, a network of evangelical
Christians, is appalled. 

“A gay Mecca is not what we’d like to see Spokane
marketed as,” said Penny Lancaster, director of the
group. “I’d rather see us promoted as a conservative,
family oriented community without any reference to sex-
ual orientation.” 

Too late, some say. 
“There is a very large gay population here,” said

Bonnie Aspen, a business owner who arrived with her
partner two years ago to escape the congestion of the San
Francisco Bay area. 

Even though they face little discrimination, gays stay
under the radar, said Aspen, a member of the Inland
Northwest Business Alliance, an association of gay and
gay-friendly businesses that is pushing the idea. 

“Visibility equals freedom,” Aspen said. “Invisibility
we have dealt with all our life.” 

She predicted a gay district will exist within the next
year or two. 

Spokane is some 90 percent white, and a gay district
will promote the notion that such a community can still
be tolerant and have diversity, Aspen said. 

The idea arises out of the theories of Richard Florida,
an economist whose 2002 book “The Rise of the Creative
Class” contends that the economy of the future will be
created by the 38 million workers who toil in “creative”
industries. 

Florida, a Carnegie Mellon University professor, said
members of the creative class consider recreation, culture
and ethnic diversity, including a large population of gays,
as central to where they live. Places like New York,
Boston, San Francisco and Seattle have those qualities.
Places like Spokane generally do not. 

After Florida spoke here a couple of years ago,
Spokane civic leaders embraced many of his ideas. They
have pushed hard to create a university district and sev-
eral arts districts near downtown. 

Tom Reese, an economic development officer for
Spokane, said city government is not exactly pushing the
notion of a gay district, but they don’t oppose it either. 

“It is our desire to create an environment where diver-
sity and different interests and lifestyles of all types can
flourish,” Reese said. 

No public funds will be used to create the district,
which is dependent on developers, Aspen said. No loca-
tion has been announced. 

With about 200,000 residents, the city has little histo-
ry of gay activism, other than an effort a few years ago
that added homosexuals as a protected class to its human
rights ordinance. 

Spokane _ which in trendy Seattle is shorthand for
tragically unhip _ has long been dominated by conserva-
tive politics that stem from its history as a mining and
farming center. But it also has a large core of Democrats
who push for social justice, and libertarians who share
the West’s live and let live philosophy. 

Most of all the city identifies itself as a good place to
raise a family. A gay district clashes with that image,
opponents contend. 

"We are a family friendly, traditional values commu-
nity,” said former Mayor John Talbott. 

Opponents fear a gay district will attract sexual preda-
tors who prey on gays, plus lead to increased crime, drug
use and other social ills, Walton Mize, bishop of the
Christ Holy Sanctified Church, said. 

“Most people don’t know about the underbelly of it,”
Mize said. “It’s a culture based upon sex.” 

Aspen rejected the notion that a gay district will bring

social problems to Spokane. 
“I can’t see why they think they will have more of that

than is already here,” Aspen said. 
Spokane already has a gay newspaper, Stonewall

News Northwest, and some businesses that cater to gay
residents. It has had an openly gay member of the City
Council. 

But creating a district is still important, Reguindin
said. 

“It would help youth struggling with their sexuality to
realize they don’t have to go away to a big city to be gay.
You can be gay right here in Spokane,” Reguindin said. 

Farand Gunnels, local representative for the Pride
Foundation, a Seattle-based group that gives grants to sup-

port the gay community, wondered if there were enough
gay residents in Spokane to support such a district. 

The INBA is also preparing to launch a “visibility
campaign,” in which businesses will be asked to display
signs in their windows proclaiming their support for gay,
lesbian, bisexual and transgender people. 

“We’ll know where we will be welcome and patronize
those businesses,” Aspen said. “We’ve had a very posi-
tive reaction from the business community.” 

Gay customers will be able to leave special cards at
businesses they patronize, to let the owners know they
were there, Aspen said. 

“It will give Spokane an idea of the economic impact
gay people have,” Aspen said. 

Efforts under way to create gay district in Lilac City
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Natural Selection®

By Russ Wallace

Garfield® Jim Davis

Speed Bump® By Dave Coverly
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310.393.2727

928.222.9992

Bruce@Architects-Engineers.net

B r u c e Ru dman

A r c h i t e c t s + E n g i n e e r s

27 years of professional expertise in

office, residential, food service,

retail, healthcare and telecom.  Our

team manages all aspects from

creative concepts, acurate docu-

mentation, expedited plan

checks and construction man-

agement.  Renovation and

new construction projects

using traditional architec-

ture through full turn-key

development.  Always,

open communication

Hours: 9:30 - 6:30  Mon-Sat. Closed Sunday

TOBACCO CENTER
12215 Santa Monica Blvd.  (1 Blk W. of Bundy)

W E  A C C E P T  A L L  C O U P O N S

F R E E
L I G H T E R
W / E V E R Y
C A R T O N !CIGAR HQ’S

WALK IN HUMIDOR

REDUCED PRICES

20% off
all smoking

accessories

310-826-2899

Marlboro Carton $31.99 w/ad Reg. $33.99
Kool Carton $27.99 w/ad Reg. $29.99
Pall Mall Carton $24.99 w/ad Reg. $29.99
Generic Carton $17.99 w/ad Reg. $23.99
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CLAUDE SHORT

Claude Short Auto Sales
Offering Quality Service to the Westside since 1927

ofDevoted Service

2501 Lincoln Blvd.
in Venice

(310) 395-3712

Four Generations

‘00 Volvo C70 coupe

low miles, one owner, vin#018256 $16,995 

This Week’s Special

Condos for Sale
BEAUTIFUL WLA Condo 1,984 sqft., 
2bdrm/ 2.5bath, Living room, dining 
room, eat-in kitchen, new appliances, 
2 walk-in closets, jacuzzi tub in mas-
ter bath, 2 fire places, floor to ceiling 
windows, swimming pool & sauna, 
security building, $650,000 
(310) 207-6909

Employment
ADM. ASSISTANT Career opportunity 
Full time hourly position with benefits 
for a fast growing company in Culver 
City. Entry Level. Will Train. Energetic, 
focused, responsible, self-motivated 
team player. Attention to detail. Good 
communication skills and computer 
exp. a plus. High school Diploma and 
references required. Fax resume to: 
(310) 645-9877 Attn: Lori

AUTO TECH NEEDED $2000 bonus for 
right Tech. ASE a must. Fax resume 
(310) 319-9189
AVON***AVON***AVON*** Call Cindy 
( 3 1 0 ) 5 3 1 - 5 0 5 5
www.youravon.com/clodato
BOAT DOCK workers Marina del Rey 
Harbor. Weekends mandatory. Call 
Randy or Sue (3100 823-2444
50+ YEARS50+ Years Old Advertising Co. seeking 

self-motivated energetic professionals. 
Commissions Paid Weekly. Leads Furnished. 
Selling all aspects of advertising: Newspapers
- Magazines - Classified - Display, Real Estate, 

Ethnic,  Entertainment, Military,  Business,  
Finance, Call: Paul  213-251-9100  

www.theglobalmediagroup.com/jobinfo.htm

BARTEND

BARTEND

• 1 or 2 week training
• Nationwide job placement

Financing Available
National Bartenders School

310-996-1377
www.nationalbartenders.com

EARN
$150-400

DAILY

CONSTRUCTION: LOOKING for strong, 
energetic, individuals. All levels. Must 
have own transportation. Tools or 
Spanish speaking is a plus. Salary 
DOE. Patrick (310) 450-3515
SALES ROUTE Career. Break-
fast and lunch service 1/2 day. 
Earn up to $200-$300 per 
week. Must have reliable car. 
Near Venice/Robertson. 
(310)253-9091

Employment
EXPERIENCED NEWSPAPER classified 
sales person to work phone sales at 
home. Leads furnished. Ground floor 
opportunity. Full or part time, Califor-
nia Contractor. Fax resume to Terry at 
(310) 393-0606. Or call (310) 393-
0601.

EXPERIENCED SALESPERSON needed 
F/T at Harari 1406 Montana. Apply 
within or call Lisa @ (310) 260-1204

F/T RECEPTIONIST/Secretary 
needed. Fast pace, growing of-
fice looking for candidate who 
can multi-task, friendly,  phone 
voice, computer background, 

organized, punctual & reliable. 
Email michael@cwitoner.com 

Fax (310) 230-0401

FIGURE MODEL wanted. Fit female 
model wanted for figure drawing by 
artist. No experience necessary. Call 
(818) 501-0266
FRONT OFFICE Manager for busy 
Medical/Chiropractic office. 
(310) 449-1222
GENERAL OFFICE security construc-
tion job site at Santa Monica com-
munity college. Fax resume to 
(714) 389-5675
GENERATE 4K to 10K a week. Not 
MLM. Serious inquires only. 
(888) 523-3546
HOME CLEANING service needs clean-
ers M-F. Cars and English required. 
Needed immediately. (310) 656-6243
JANITORIAL/HIGH-TECH. JANITORIAL
positions available. Looking for quality 
individuals. Must have good verbal 
and written skills. Able to pass a 
background and drug check. Able to 
lift 25-50lbs. Interested candidates 
should apply at www.cleanroom-
cleaning.com<http://www.cleanroom-
cleaning.com/> or for more informa-
tion call (888) 263-9886
MARKETING ASSISTANT $10/hr 
+commission F/T or P/T. Deloris 
(310) 477-3041 ext 137

MINUTEMAN Parking seeks valet 
parkers. Experience preferred, no 
placement agency. (310) 214-1888

PHONE ACTRESS, work from home, 
make your own hours P/T. Good con-
versationalists. Leave message: Don-
na (310) 459-7762
RADIO PUBLICITY or music airplay 
salesperson. Full commission, F/T or
P/T in Santa Monica (818) 905-8038
ext:55

RETAIL MANAGER
& Sales Associates
Santa Monica Store

Put your love of travel & your friendly 
personality to work for the industry 

Employment
leader in travel supplies/clothing.  We 
carry unique, high-quality travel prod-
ucts that you’ll love to sell.  FT posi-
tion for experienced Retail Manager & 
FT/PT openings for customer service 
oriented Sales Assoc.  Women’s cloth-
ing sales & travel experience a plus.  
Fax resume to 805-568-5406 or e-
mail to hr@magellans.com.

AMERICA’S LEADING SOURCE OF TRAVEL SUPPLIES
www.magellans.com

For Sale

$$ BUCK A DAY $$
FOR SALE

Classified ad, call
(310) 458-7737
www.smdp.com

HOT TUB 2005 Model. Net Jets. Ther-
apy seat. Warranty never used. Can 
deliver. Worth $5700, sell for $1750 
(818) 785-9043
TELEPHONE SYSTEM... Merlin 810 
and 410 electronic with 4 and 8 line 
capability. Handsets and phones in-
cluded. Great for a start up company. 
$200.00 or $400.00 negotiable. Call 
or lv message (310) 393-6295

Thrift Shop

ASSISTANCE LEAGUE THRIFT 
SHOP. 1453 15th Street, Tues-

day, Thursday, Friday, Saturday 
11am-3pm. Parking in front 

(310) 395-2338

Pets
MALTESE PUPS. Registered male and 
female. Baby doll face. (323) 823-
1803; (661) 675-6371 Call Kelly
YORKIES WWW.WORLDKENNEL-
USA.COM (323) 823-1803; (661) 675-
6371. Call Kelly.

Vehicles for sale
1989 TOYOTA Camry new trans,good 
condition Vin# 394894 (310) 384-
8244
1995 TOYOTA Celica, black, 2 door 
convertible, 5spd, good condition, 
73K miles $6800. (310) 828-3394
1998 CHRYSLER Sebring Convertible
new tires,clean car Vin#286770 
(310) 384-8244

Vehicles for sale
1998 VW Jetta GLX, automatic 75kmi, 
airbags, ABS, AC, PS, tilt, asking price 
$8,900 (323) 839-3039
2000 DODGE 15 passenger good con-
dition,clean Vin#166167 (310) 384-
8244

2000 S430 Mercedes, midnight 
blue, full power, one owner, low 
mileage, $38,950 (310) 396-9611

2003 MERCEDES C-240 Loaded, CD 
changer, sun-roof, chrome wheels, 
mint condition! Forrest Green, Beige 
interior $22,500 D. Keasbey 
(310) 266-6327

99 HONDA Accord EX-Z6 4door, ex-
cellent condition. Alarm, sun-roof. 
Leather interior, Top Michelin tires 
$12,000 (310) 453-8588

Instruction
MATH TUTOR
(310) 842-7801MATH TUTOR

Ph.D will tutor junior high, high
school and college students. He is
experienced, patient, and able to
explain mathematics clearly.Will
diagnose and correct problems.

(310) 842-7801
or Email: StevePlafker@msn.com

I WANT your child to succeed! SM tu-
tor accepting students for elementary 
level. Adrienne (310) 394-8256

QUICK BOOKS. Training & Book-
ing call (310) 977-7935

Travel
THE VACATION Consultant

CARIBBEAN CRUISE 
EXCLUSIVE OFFER!
Departs August 7, 2005

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF SELECT
DISCOUNTS AND AMENITIES

Call Elena at
(866) 388-6372

info@thevacationconsultant.com
CST #2071975-40

For Rent
1/2 BLOCK from the beach @ 19 
Wavecrest Ave. Quaint 1 bedroom in 
walk up building. Lots of charm and 
great location. Unit has new paint car-
pet and vinyl. 1 year lease, no pets, 
no smokers. (310) 466-9256

2+1 WESTSIDE/PALM @ 3562 Men-
tone Ave. Everything new in this nice 
upper 2 bedroom 1 bath w/ balcony in 
a great westside location. $1425 
(310) 466-9256
CHARMING 8 unit courtyard style 
building @ 136 S. Roxbury Dr. (BH) 
Large studio, renewed wood floors, 
Murphy bed, large vanity, great clos-
ets, 200 yards to prime Beverly Hills 
shopping. 1 year lease, no pets, no 
smokers. 310-466-9256

The BEST
RENTALS
inVENICE
ELLY NESIS CO. INC
(310) 396-4443

ellynesis.com

For Rent
FREE RENTAL Lists & No Fee 
Rentals. Sullivan-Dituri Company. 
2111 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica, CA 
90403.

LARGE WEST L.A. single with balcony, 
large kitchen and lots of storage. 1 
carport parking, laundry rm, close to 
everything. 1220 S. Barrington Av. 
$950. 1 year lease, no pets. No smok-
ing (310) 466-9256

LOS ANGELES, 2bdrm 1bath @ 1523 
Holt Ave., Unit 3 $1500/mo. Stove, 
blinds, laundry, carpet, parking, no 
pets. (310) 578-7512 www.JKWpro-
perties.com
MDR ADJACENT 2+2 @ 2724 Abbot 
Kinney, gated building with gated 
parking. Newer building w/ courtyard 
area, quiet neighborhood. Laundry, 
pkng, 1 year lease, no pets, no smok-
ing. $1550 (310) 578-9729

MDR ADJACENT. Beautiful contempo-
rary 2Bd, 2.5Ba 2-story townhome @ 
2500 Abbot Kinney w/fireplace, high 
ceilings, gated entry and 2 car gated 
parking. Dishwasher, laundry facili-
ties, 1 year lease, no pets. $1750 
(310) 466-9256

SANTA MONICA $1100/mo Triplex, 
1bdrm 1bath. W/C pet, refrigerator, 
stove, carpets, blinds. (310) 395-
RENT www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $1250/mo duplex 
1bdrm 1bath. No pets, refrigerator, 
stove, dishwasher, yard. (310) 395-
RENT www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $1275/mo Spanish 
style guesthouse 1bdrm 1bath. W/C 
pet, refrigerator, stove, W/D 
(310) 395-RENT www.westsideren-
tals.com
SANTA MONICA $825/mo Studio, 
1bath. Near beach, W/C small pet, re-
frigerator, stove, carpets. (310) 395-
RENT www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $850/mo Studio 
1bath. No pets, refrigerator, carpets, 
complete kitchen, private courtyard. 
(310) 395-RENT www.westsideren-
tals.com
SANTA MONICA $895/mo 2story du-
plex 1bdrm 1bath. W/C pets, refriger-
ator, stove, balcony, laundry. 
(310) 395-RENT www.westsideren-
tals.com
SANTA MONICA $895/mo Cozy guest 
house. Utilities included 1bath. No 
pets, refrigerator, stove. (310) 395-
RENT www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $900/mo Furnished 
bachelor, 1bath. No pets, refrigerator, 
stove, dishwasher, tile, utilities. 
(310) 395-RENT www.westsideren-
tals.com
SANTA MONICA $975/mo 1bdrm 
1bath. No pets, refrigerator, stove, 
dishwasher, hardwood floors, micro-
wave. (310) 395-RENT www.westsi-
derentals.com
SANTA MONICA $995/mo 1/bdrm 
1bath. No pets, refrigerator, stove, 
carpets, large closets, pool. 
(310) 395-RENT www.westsideren-
tals.com
SANTA MONICA - Sunset Park
5+4 plus den w/sep. entry
3,000+ sq ft. $4,900mo
Cavanaugh RE: (310) 837-7161
VENICE 2BED 1bath+den @ 25 19th 
Ave., Unit D $2000/mo. Stove, fridge, 
blinds, free-standing fireplace, laun-
dry, 1 space garage parking, no pets. 
( 3 1 0 ) 5 7 8 - 7 5 1 2
www.JKWproperties.com

VENICE BEACHFRONT luxury condo 
3 Bed, 3.5 bath @ 2917 Ocean Front 
Walk with amazing ocean and moun-
tain views, 2 car gated parking, Gour-
met Kitchen, spa style bathroom and 
much more. Must see to appreciate. 1 
year lease, no pets. $4850. 
(310) 466-9256

VENICE VERY nice, sunny studio @ 30 
Horizon Ave. 1/2 block from beach, 
large closet. 1 year lease, no pets, no 
smoking. (310) 466-9256 $925

Houses For Rent
1617 BRADWAY

1617 BROADWAY
Individual Offices 

New building. 
All services included.

Reception telephone answering. 

High speed T-1 Internet. 

Full use of conference rooms,

copier, printer, faxes...etc.

Parking. Flexible lease terms.

310-526-0310

SANTA MONICA Canyon home. Quiet, 
secluded 2bdrm 2bath, den, 
and study. Walk to beach. References 
required $4500/mo (310) 454-8224

Roommates
ROOM FOR Rent in 2bdrm 2bath 
Apartment. Professional female late 
20’s-30’s $770/mo + $770 security 
(310) 968-1564.

Commercial Lease
CULVER CITY/LOS Angeles Adj: Office 
space $900-$1100/mo. 2/3 rooms 
w/kitchenette 10307 Washington 
Blvd., Suites #A&#B. Contact: 
(310) 541-3144 or (310) 780-3354. 
Office space open for viewing daily 
9am-6pm.

SANTA MONICA 1334 Lincoln Blvd. 
3 office spaces 1140/sqft $2150/mo 
750sqft $1425/mo 600sqft $1150/mo 
utilities & parking included. D. Keas-
bey (310) 477-3192
SANTA MONICA Creative office space 
2812 Santa Monica Blvd. 385sq/ft to 
2570sqft. Par commercial (310) 395-
2663 ext101.
SANTA MONICA Retail 1844 Lincoln 
Blvd. 1800sqft $3500/mo. Rear 
office/warehouse 1600sqft $2000/mo 
or rent all $59,000 option to buy. 
D. Keasbey (310) 477-3192

STYLISTS WANTED
Santa Monica hair salon for men & 
women. Offers stations for rent with 
clientele and growth opportunities. 
Great place. Reasonable rents. Call 
Don (310) 315-1098

VENICE BEACH commercial space at 
1301 Main St. great floor plans, pri-
vate patio, lot parking available. Start-
ing at $1450. One  year lease. 
(310) 466-9256

WAREHOUSE SPACE 1300sq/ft 
Includes 1 office and bathroom; 
Lease for 6-24/mo @$2300/mo 
Includes roll-up door+4 parking 

spaces. Located in S.M.
Colorado & Yale.

Quiet, safe & accessible.
Tom (310) 612-0840

Real Estate
AMERICAN MORTGAGE

AMERICAN MORTGAGE
FUNDING CO. INC

Home Loans for any reason.
Good Credit, Bad Credit.

Purchase or Refinance. Rates
low as 1%.

CALL BRIAN McDANIEL
Licensed Loan Officer

(310) 901 1268
Se Habla Español
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Real Estate
BUYING & Selling call: Brent Parsons 
at (310) 943-7657 & Thomas Kham-
mar (310) 943-7656

George Chung Realtors

&Buying
Selling

Brent Parsons
(310) 943-7657

Thomas Khammar
(310) 943-7656

Call us for any of your Real
Estate needs. We can make

your dreams a reality

Thomas

Brent

Real Estate
CLSS - G: Fixer Upper
FIXER UPPER

Bargains, these
homes need work,
lowest prices. Call
fora free list. Free
recorded message
1-888-465-4534

ID#1043
www.matillarealty.com

EL SEGUNDO - Coming soon. New 
construction. 1,400sqft retail and 
2bdrm 2bath Loft. 1,800sqft total. 
300sqft roof top Call Matt (310) 864-
9034
HERMOSA BEACH Shopping Center 
Anchored by a major restaurant. Cen-
ter includes medical group, salon, Pi-
lates studio, boutique, office suites. 
6% cap rate $7,050,000 (310) 396-
1947

MANHATTAN BEACH – New Listing 
24,000 square feet of land, prime lo-
cation, signalized corner. Fantastic 
opportunity! Just reduced! 
$2,125,000 Anthony’s Restaurant - El 
Segundo City Landmark comes with 
land, improvements, and business. 22 
year lease left on parking lot and pa-
tio. $2,000 per month with no in-
creases Gross business. $575,000 
annually. $1,099,000 (310) 396-1947

Real Estate

WANTED
COMMERCIAL real estate on 
Main Street in Santa Monica

WANTED
COMMERCIAL real estate on 
Main Street in Santa Monica, 
call Matt (310) 864-9034

WANTED
RESIDENTIAL property in Ocean 
Park and Sunset Park. I have 
qualified buyers ready to buy. 
Call Matt (310) 864-9034

Massage
5’2” HOURGLASS Figure offers
full-body sensual massage. Very pri-
vate, very discreet, 6am-9pm. 
Incall/Outcall special rate between 
6am-9pm, Rachel
(310) 339-6709

A -1Hour Vacation. Body, Mind & Spi-
rit with a full-body therapeutic Swed-
ish/Deep-tissue massage. Lora 
(310) 394-2923  (310) 569-0883.

AMBIANCE MASSAGE OFFERING a
light touch therapy by Kevin. 
C.M.T out calls only (310) 894-
2443

BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal your 
body, mind, spirit.  Therapeutic, 
Swedish, Deep-tissue. Energy balanc-
ing. Strictly non-sexual. Introductory 
specials from $50.00/1hr. Lynda, 
L.M.T. (310) 749-0621

Massage
EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong and ten-
der relaxing bodywork by mature Eu-
ropean. Professional Lady Sonja 
(310) 397-0433.

FULL BODY Swedish to light fingertip 
massage by classy European thera-
pist. Serious callers only. (310) 826-
7271.
LOOKING FOR OTHER Therapists to 
trade non-sexual Swedish bodywork 
near the Promenade, Paul (310) 741-
1901
STRONG & NURTURING MASSAGE by 
Fitness Trainer. $40/hr. No time limit. 
Paul  (310) 741-1901.
THAI YOGA massage by Thai woman 
in West LA. pnthaiyogamassage.com 
(310) 645-2702

THERAPEUTIC RELAXING mas-
sage. Swedish, Thai, and Deep 
Tissue. Call Cynthia (310) 397-

0199

Business Opps
SUPERFOOD SECRET: Featured of 
Oprah.. “Be Healthy” “Get Wealthy” 
Start your business for $39.95 
(323) 467-3399
WORK FROM home or anywhere. In-
ternet business, Health & Wellness. 
Excellent opportunity and training. 
(888) 249-7411 
www.livingsecureforever.com

Yard Sales

GRANT ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
is having a children’s clothing, 
books, and sports equipment yard 
sale on January 22, 2005, be-
tween 9am-1pm. All proceeds to 
benefit Tsunami relief efforts. 
2368 Pearl St. in Santa Monica 
(25th Street & Pearl)

Health/Beauty

DIET
MAGIC

Totally Controls Appetite 
Gives Tremendous Energy

Lose Weight Like Crazy

100% Money Back Guarantee

30 Day Programs
Start At $38

(888) 249-7397
www.antiagingdepot.com

(888) 249-7397

Health/Beauty
DR. LUCAS
Chiropractic &
Accupuncture

Victoria D. Lucas
D.C., LAc. QME

Vita Wellness
MAXIMUM FAMILY CARE IN ONE LOCATION

310-449-1222
2222 Santa Monica Blvd.• Ste. 203 • Santa Monica, CA 90404

MEDICAL MARIJUANA
REFERRALS

Doctor Referrals. 
Dispensary locations. 
Call us. We can help. 
Green Medicine Group 

(323) 243-8158
www.greenmedicalgroup.org

Lost & Found

LOST: DIAMOND RING: 
on Christmas Eve on 2nd Street 

@ Arizona in Santa Monica. 
Reward for return.

Please contact 
Lynne (310) 208-0028 or 

Brenda @ Santa Monica Daily 
Press (310) 458-7737

Services
A.C. CONSTRUCTION commercial & 
residential remodel. Honest and Reli-
able. Free estimates. Call (310)278-
5380. Fax: (310)271-4790. Lic# 
801884 Fully insured.

A/C CONSTRUCTION
General Construction

Commercial & Residential
Remodel & Add ons

Honest • Reliable
FREE ESTIMATES
— Sabbath Observed—

310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

WHEN YOU Get Ready To Fix 
Up, Call Us!Ned Parker Con-
struction Painting, Carpentry, 
Roofing, Concrete, Electrical
Bonded And Insured Lic # 
658986 323)871-8869

When You Get Ready to Fix Up, Call Us!

NED PARKER 
CONSTRUCTION

Bonded & Insured • Lic#658-486
PAINTING • CARPENTRY • ROOFING

CONCRETE • ELECTRICAL

323.871.8869

Services
BEST MOVERSBEST MOVERS

No job too small

2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR
Fully insured. We make it EZ.

Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!

Since 1975 Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193  (310) 300-9194

ROCKN LANSCAPEROCKN LANDSCAPE
MONTHLY MAINTENANCE
Tree Trim & Removal.
Fence, Gate, Decks installed
Drainage, Retaining walks

(310) 452-7122 License #573763

FREEESTIMATES

PAINTING/WALLPAPER
PAINTING, Wallpaper Removal & In-
stallation, Wall Texturing, Free Esti-
mates! Glenn’s Wall Service  310-
686-8505

Services

GET ORGANIZED!
for filing system set-ups, 

unpacking from a major move,
uncluttering closets and 
other home/office paper

management problems, etc.

HIRE A PROFESSIONAL
ORGANIZER!

Call Christine Cohen:
(310) 274-4988

Member: National Association of
Professional Organizers

GET ORGANIZED!
for filing system set-ups,

unpacking from a major move,
uncluttering closets and 
other home/office paper 

management problems, etc.

HIRE A PROFESSIONAL 
ORGANIZER!

Call Christine Cohen:
310-274-4988

Member: National Association of Professional Organizers

INTERIOR PAINTING
Fast clean & reliable service. Free es-
timates right over the phone. Call 
(310) 391-6115.

“JENNY CAN CLEAN-IT”
fast, reliable. We take care of your 
cleaning, own transportation. $40 
(818)705-0297.

Services
SMOKING

Life is short —
Why make it shorter

STILL 
SMOKING?

Certified
Hypnotherapist

John J. McGrail, C.Ht.

(310) 235-2882

ONE HOUR Alterations, 
hemming, jeans, pants, skirts, etc. 
Made by professional Call
Michael (310) 980-2674 
PAINTING TOP QUALITY  A&A 
custom,Interior And Exterior . Free 
Quote. Jeff Arrieta (310)560-9864.

Services
WESTSIDE GUYS

Full Service Handymen
(310) 266-6346WESTSIDE GUYS

Full Service Handymen
CARPENTRY, ELEC., PAINT, ETC...
TERMITE AND DRY ROT REPAIR

ROOF REPAIR AND WATER DAMAGE
BOB 35/HR (310) 266-6348

CALEB 25/HR (310) 409-3244

Services
MERRY MAIDS

BONDED AND INSURED

CLEANING AMERICAN
HOMES SINCE 1979

(310) 656-6243

Computer Services
COMPUTER HELP: Your Office or 
Home. Computer Tune-Up. Microsoft 
Word, Excel, Powerpoint, Quickbooks 
POS. Internet Navigation. Software In-
stallation. Virus removal. (310) 207-
3366 (310) 801-6845

PPrroommoottee  yyoouurr    bbuussiinneessss  iinn  tthhee  SSaannttaa  MMoonniiccaa

Your ad could run here!
✆ Call us today at (310) 458-7737
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YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737
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warren@prusd.com • www.sandiegohomesdowntown.com

2 bed 2 bath + den  1,680  sqrft   ocean views! ......$750,000
2 bed 2 bath 1,221 sqft Ocean Views!!...............$550,000
2 bed 2 bath 1,700 sqft Prime water view location..........$1,265,000
2 bed 2 bath + den Penthouse level. Water Views!!!  ..........$1,425,000

Chris Warren
(619) 818-1666

Discover Opportunity...
Just two hours away, Downtown San Diego is booming. 

Minutes to dozens of world class golf courses, parks and the historic Gaslamp
District...and the best ocean views in Southern California!

By The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Director Peter Jackson’s first
attempt to remake “King Kong” featured an Empire
State Building constructed out of cardboard and a
Manhattan skyline painted on an old bedsheet. 

It was an amateur effort, but Jackson was only 13 at
the time. He has a bigger budget now, at 43. 

Jackson, who directed “The Lord of the Rings” trilo-
gy, said remaking “King Kong” has been a lifelong
obsession. 

The $150 million remake now in production is a
respectful tribute to the 1933 original. Jackson approached
Fay Wray, who played Ann in the first film, about making
a cameo, but she died before it was possible. 

“Obviously, there’s a lot of criticism and apprehen-
sion about remaking any film, and it has the potential for
pitfalls that are greater than ‘The Lord of the Rings,"’ he
told the Los Angeles Times during a short break on the
“King Kong” set. “But it’s a dream come true. That’s
the reality of it.” 

LAUDERHILL, Fla. — When Harry Belafonte met the
Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. in the 1950s, he promised
to always assist in his mission. 

Thirty-seven years after King’s death, the actor,
singer and activist is still keeping his pledge. 

Belafonte on Saturday met with a group of about 60
people, many of them children, during a celebration of
King’s life at a Boys and Girls Club. He said the 13
years he worked side-by-side with the civil rights leader
were “the most important of my life.” 

"Each and every one of you has the power, the will
and the capacity to make a difference in the world in
which you live in,” Belafonte said. “You should go
through life knowing, ‘I am somebody."’ 

Freedom was the theme of many questions posed by
the kids, and one query left the 77-year-old Belafonte
particularly reflective. “How does it feel to be free?”
asked 10-year-old Shawn Gordon. 

Answered Belafonte: “When I get it, I will tell you.” 
Belafonte — famous for his blend of rhythm and

calypso-inspired music — is well known for his role as
a UNICEF goodwill ambassador and as a leader in the
civil rights movement. 

SAN FRANCISCO — Samuel L. Jackson dies in his
next huge film — but he does it in a really cool way. 

Director George Lucas assured the actor that his Jedi
knight character would go out in a blaze of glory in the
forthcoming “Star Wars: Episode III — Revenge of the
Sith,” and the director apparently made good on his
promise. 

“It’s rousing,” Jackson told the San Francisco
Chronicle in Sunday’s editions. “It’s a great light-saber
battle with 102 moves in three big rooms.” 

For now, though, Jackson is enjoying the success of
his “Coach Carter,” in which he stars as a real-life high-
school basketball mentor who shuts down the program
to focus on his players’ lagging academic education. 

The film debuted as the top weekend movie with
$23.6 million, studio estimates released Sunday show.
But don’t expect Jackson, 56, to get anxious about his
shot for an Academy Award. 

"I have a place that’s pretty much cemented in
Hollywood in terms of liability, box-office viability and
everything else. The only thing an Oscar would do is
jack my check up maybe $1 million,” he said. 

NEW YORK — David Simon’s HBO series “The
Wire” — a fictional account of a police investigation of
Baltimore drug dealers — allegedly had some real-life

dealers taking notes. 
While announcing a crackdown on Friday of a

cocaine ring, police said their investigation was ham-
pered by the suspects’ habit of switching cell phones —
a technique for evading electronic eavesdropping they
picked up from TV. 

“Believe it or not, these guys copied ‘The Wire,"’
one of the investigators, Sgt. Felipe Rodriguez, said at a
news conference. “They were constantly dumping their
phones. It made our job so much harder.” 

Police relied largely on wiretaps to infiltrate the
gang, which made up to $15 million a year. The result:
12 arrests and seizure of 43 kilograms of cocaine, 18
handguns, $500,000 cash and five luxury vehicles. 

DENVER — The person who dreamed up a TV series
about Kirstie Alley’s embarrassing battle with her
weight and struggles inside the Hollywood fishbowl
might be surprising. 

It was Kirstie Alley. 
“Actually, the show was my idea,” she told the Rocky

Mountain News in Saturday’s editions. “It was sort of
like I could either die — slit my throat, knowing that I
could not work for a year or however long it would take
to lose the weight — or I could make a series. You know,
go with the flow and turn this into something fabulous.” 

Alley admits friends warned the former star of
“Cheers” and “Veronica’s Closet” that doing the
upcoming Showtime series “Fat Actress” would be
show-business suicide. 

“I didn’t listen. I believe that things will work out
when you’re honest about something and find humor in
situations,” she said. “The series is much more than just
about coping with being fat. It’s about the state of mind
of women, while showing how easy it is to sort of prey
upon women and their insecurities.” 

Lord of the King Kong? Jackson plans remake


