SATURDAY, JANUARY 17, 2004

Volume 3, Issue 57

Santa Wonica Daily Wress

A newspaper with issues

00000

FANTASY 5
35,15, 32, 33,6
DAILY 3
Afternoon picks: 4, 6, 2
Evening picks: 9, 6,7
DAILY DERBY
1st Place: 1, Gold Rush
2nd Place: 6, Whirl Win
3rd Place: 5, California Classic
Race Time: 1:44.48

NEWS OF

THE WEIRD

by Chuck Shepard

In October in Hennepin County,
Minn., Rafiq Abdul Mortland, 38,
was sentenced to eight to 10
years in prison as the man who
habitually asked store clerks
whom he robbed to also hand
over some Rolaids. When asked
by police why he did that,
Mortland said it was to relieve the
stress he got from committing
robberies. [St. Louis Park
Sun/Sailor, 10-15-03]
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Northridge Quake: 10 years later

Guardian angel
appears in quake

By Caroline Delijani

It was a shivering-cold Jan-
uary morning. I was standing in
front of Santa Monica Hospital
— which is now the Santa
Monica-UCLA Medical Center
— in absolute awe as I stared at
the huge crack that ran down the
five-story building. Water was
pouring down from the top floor,
and it sounded much like the
Bride’s Veil in Yosemite. No.
This was not a bizarre nightmare.

The Northridge Earthquake
had zigzagged throughout most
of the westside at 4:17 a.m. on
Jan. 17, 1994.

Santa Monica — on that early

Photo courtesy
The Northridge Earthquake rocked Santa Monica 10 years
ago and left 530 buildings uninhabitable.

LT
Photo courtesy
The quake devastated the
SM-UCLA Medical Center.

morning — was a mess of fall-

en bricks and shattered glass, quiet streets with barely hanging
store signs, and piles of hangers and clothes were covering
Wilshire Boulevard. My tears gushed uncontrollably, and I didn’t
know if T would ever see my twin baby boys again. Only 10 days
old and premature, Kevin and Ryan stayed at the hospital for prop-

See QUAKE, page 6

Il for residents who were awoken at

| absolute panic and fear as the earth

units,

Cracking qu

ake funding

a very shaky experience

BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

THE FAULT LINE — It’s been
a decade since this city was rocked
by the Northridge Earthquake, and
many parts of it are still rebuilding.

The quake, which registered at
6.7 on the Richter Scale, caused an
estimated $250 million in damages
city-wide and countless nightmares

4:17 am. on Jan. 17, 1994, in

came out from underneath them.
Police and emergency and city

immediately passed several laws
and approved procedures to get the
city back to normal for residents
and businesses. They also called
upon the federal government to
help pay to clean up the mess. But
because Northridge had been the
focus of the media’s and federal
government’s attention, Santa
Monica almost got lost in the fray.
The Santa Monica Freeway was
shut down, and it was nearly impos-
sible to get here just days after the
quake. Santa Monica remained iso-

See ANNIVERSARY, page 7

workers responded swiftly to the 12
fires that broke out as a result of the
quake, as well as the 300 reported
gas leaks and hundreds of injured
people. Both hospitals — Santa
Monica-UCLA Medical Center and
Saint John’s Health Center — were
hit especially hard. Doctors scram-
bled to attend to patients in facili-
ties that were inoperable. Both hos-
pitals were closed for months and
are still rebuilding today.

The devastation included 530
buildings, containing 2,300 housing
that were uninhabitable.
Approximately 1,500 buildings
with 16,000 units sustained dam-
age. Of those, 118 were city-owned
buildings. And while nearly every
building at Santa Monica College
sustained damage, its science, liber-
al arts, library and parking struc-
tures had to be entirely replaced. All
of them have been demolished and
rebuilt, except the liberal arts build-
ing, which is scheduled to be con-
structed this spring and completed
in 2006.

And while emergency workers
responded quickly to the incident,
so too did elected officials who

Money rolls in from
earthquake recovery

BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

CITY HALL —Taxpayers are
still feeling the pain of the
Northridge Earthquake even a
decade after the natural disaster
wreaked havoc on the city.

While the estimated damage to
the city was $250 million, hun-
dreds of millions more have been
spent rebuilding. The city of Santa
Monica has received about $100
million in public assistance and
nearly $78 million of that has gone
to ongoing sewer repair work. The
rest has gone to repairing and
replacing city-owned buildings,
including eight downtown parking
garages, the municipal swimming
pool, the historic Miles Playhouse
and the recently opened Public
Safety Facility.

At Santa Monica College, about
$45 million was given in FEMA

See MONEY, page 6

Gates and his family buy out neighborhood

By The Associated Press

MEDINA, Wash. — What hap-
pens when Bill and Melinda Gates
want their privacy? They buy up
the neighborhood, that's what.

Over the past decade, represen-

tatives for the world's richest man
and his wife have bought 11 prop-
erties, including nine houses, that
surround their massive waterfront
estate in this suburb across Lake
Washington from Seattle.

“This is a family that holds pri-

vacy very dearly to them,” Gates
family spokesman Joe Cerrell told
The Seattle Times. “The proper-
ties create a buffer around the
Gates home.”

In 1997, after several years of
construction, the co-founder and

chairman of Microsoft Corp. and
his family moved into their 48,000-
square-foot high-tech home on the
five-acre Medina estate.

The Times reported Friday that

See GATES, page 13
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Go enjoy yourself, Gemini
JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS

The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:

%k kk-Dynamic **k%k-Positive **k*k-Average
**-So-so *-Difficult

&1 ARIES (March 21-April 19)

%%k %k Make time for that special per-
son in your life, and you will be well-rewarded.
Don’t force anyone into a mold, or you could be
surprised by what he or she does. You might even
be startled by what happens if you relax and let
go. Tonight: Follow the music.

fa=! TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

b= 2 5% %k %k You might want to take a second
look at what is going on within a relationship. On
some level, you might like the ups and downs.
Share your feelings. Explore options. Work
together as a team. Tonight: The only answer is
“yes.” Go along with a loved one’s plans.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)

*% %% Finish off some last-minute
errands, and you’ll obtain the results you want.
Unexpected developments could toss plans in a
new direction. A boss, parent or loved one really
cares. You exude a special quality of friendship.
Tonight: Now, go enjoy yourself.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)

%% %% % Investigate what might be going
on with a partner or special friend. You might
have a hard time understanding, so go with the
flow. Try to imagine what it would be like to be
in this person’s shoes. Understanding will help
here. Tonight: Relax. Stop pushing so hard.

[&"l LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

"l %% %% Use your imagination, and you’ll
go in a new direction. Unexpected developments
within partnerships make you smile. You know
what you want and where you are going. Work
through any obstacles. The twinkle in your eye
says everything. Tonight: Take off.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

%% %% You make all the difference
within your immediate circle. You could find
others acting in strange ways. Get used to that
behavior, as it will continue. Those around you
become less predictable, making you more inde-

ey

\&ndem. Tonight: Homeward bound.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

%% %% Expenses climb upward, but your
clout can and will make a difference. You need
to network, make calls and perhaps change some
patterns. Trust that through your strong social
abilities you will gain. A boss or co-worker likes
you a bit too much. Tonight: Out on the town.
Visit a preferred spot.

e SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

d %% %%x* Handle key matters in the
morning. Though you have a strong personality
and a lot of charisma, be careful with commit-
ments. You might not want to take any risks at
all right now. Schedule time for a loved one.
Tonight: Out with the gang.

by

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

%% %% You could be all smiles by the
afternoon, if you let go and worry less about
having certain things happen in a way that pleas-
es you. Your personality helps others bounce
over problems. Be yourself. Keep smiling.
Tonight: All grins. You have plenty to smile
about, too.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

*%% Use the morning to accomplish
something that is very important. By the after-
noon, you will want to slow down and perhaps do
a little less; with any luck, you could leave work
early. Take care of yourself as well as others.
Tonight: Get some extra sleep while you can.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

%% %% You are in the limelight in the
morning. Others willingly respond to your ener-
gy and drive. You might want to think through a
decision that involves a friend before taking a
key action. You must follow your heart. Tonight:
Where the gang is.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)

*%*** Reach out for others at a dis-
tance, especially if you think you could learn
something from them. You have a very soft way
of presenting yourself that makes a big differ-
ence in others’ reactions. Take care of your
responsibilities. Tonight: You’re a force to be

dealt with. j
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Carolyn Sackariason/Daily Press
A car, which smashed head-on into a utility pole at the northwest corner of
Santa Monica Boulevard and Third Street, is towed away early Friday morn-
ing. It’s unknown if the driver was injured.

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Music at the pier today

By Daily Press staff

Pier JAMS, a new music program for area student/youth performing groups is beginning
this weekend at the Santa Monica Pier with two a cappella groups from Stanford University.

The program kicks off at noon today with performances by the Mendicants and
Counterpoint. Both are the longest-standing male and female vocal groups, respective-
ly, in Stanford’s history. They are visiting the pier as part of their annual tour through the
Los Angeles area.

Pier JAMS is an acronym for the Santa Monica Pier Junior Acoustic Music Series, a
program dedicated to giving young musicians the opportunity to perform in a fun, high
profile venue. Community and student musical groups that would like to schedule a con-
cert may call (310) 458-8901.

Man’s invention sticks it to competition

By Daily Press staff

The spirit of invention is alive and well in California.

This past fall, more than 8,000 ideas were entered in the Staples Invention Quest —
the first national search for a new office product to make work-life easier.

Neil Grimwood, of Marina del Rey, has been selected as one of 100 semi-finalists in
the Invention Quest for his StickDot, “the mini-bulletin board that goes everywhere and
anywhere.”

Grimwood said he was inspired to create the StickDot out of the need to stick notes
to his computer monitor. He said he missed an important business meeting because a
reminder note fell on the floor.

Grimwood said he does his most inventive thinking while rollerblading by the ocean
and gets his invention inspiration from people “who take the simple things that they have
available to them and create solutions for themselves.”

As a semi-finalist, Grimwood will pitch his idea to a panel of Invention Quest judges
at one of six regional semi-final events being held this month in Baltimore, Dallas, Los
Angeles, Atlanta, Boston and Cincinnati.

Staples Invention Quest was launched Sept. 25. Staples gift cards for $100 went to

The W swell will fade today. Many spots see chest- to head-high
waves, while top spots are even bigger in the morning. TOday the
OUTLOOK: By Sunday a new W swell will build and looks Wate" ls:
strongest in the afternoon. As this swell peaks, many spots will again

be in the head-high to overhead range, while standout spots see sets F)
in the double overhead zone. 5 8

Write us at wood@smdp.com and tell us what the surf is doing
today at your local break.

LOW TIDES HIGH TIDES

== LOW ONE LOW TWO HIGH ONE HIGH TWO
SATURDAY 12:18 PM 11:03 PM 4:44 AM 6:55 PM
SUNDAY 1:09 PM 5:40 AM 747 PM N/A
MONDAY 12:08 AM 1:54 PM 6:29 AM 8:32 PM
TUESDAY 1:03 AM 2:37 PM 7:18 AM 913 PM
WEDNESDAY 1:49 AM 3:19PM 8:08 AM 9:57 PM
THURSDAY 2:43 AM 4:00 PM 8:54 AM 10:35 PM
FRIDAY 3:31 AM 4:42 PM 9:38 AM 11:14PM

The Surf Report is sponsored by:
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100 semi-finalists, and 12 finalists will be selected by Feb. 7 to head to New York City for
the Invention Quest finals March 10.

An expert panel of inventors and entrepreneurs will decide who walks away with the
$25,000 grand prize.

Winners also will receive royalties if their ideas are created and sold by Staples.

Staples is headquartered outside of Boston and sells a range of office products, includ-
ing supplies, technology, furniture and business services.

Vintage postcards show city’s history

By Daily Press staff

The life and landscapes of Santa Monica — from Venice to the canyon — are captured
via vintage postcards.

The Santa Monica Historical Society Museum will exhibit Feb. 3 through Mar. 31 more
than 150 vintage postcards of Santa Monica Bay during late 19th century and early 20th
century from the Roger Genser Collection. The museum, located at 1539 Euclid St. in Santa
Monica, is open Tuesday and Friday 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., and the second and fourth
Sundays of each month from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.

General admission is $5. Seniors and students pay $2, and admission is free for children
12 and under. For more information call (310) 395-2290.
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K+a
LETTERS

Uhh, duh

Editor:

In response to Mike Kirwan’s letter (SMDP, Jan. 14, page 4): I do know how to
spell hypocrite: R-E-P-U-B-L-I-C-A-N

In response to John Marciano of Santa Monica’s letter (SMDP, Jan. 14, page 4),
entitled “The rich get richer and the poor get poorer” which reads “... The pain will
be felt by the middle and the lower classes, however, not corporations and million-
aires like Schwarzenegger.”

I agree, and say: Duh, duh and duher

OPINION
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Heidi Brennan-Darby
Santa Monica
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Taxpayer says ‘not a dime more’

Editor:

The Jan. 7 headline reads “School supporters give City Hall ultimatum.” Well
here’s my ultimatum to that out-of-control arrogant group. If it was up to me you
guys would not get a dime more, you just raised my property tax by over $300. I
was already paying over $100 a year in school taxes, now I’'m paying more than
$400 to the schools and you are giving ultimatums. We all know that any money the
city gives comes from us so if the city agrees to this outrageous demand we will
have another fee to pay. No one likes to call them taxes, they like the “fee” word.
Well, whatever you call, it someone pays and I’m not buying it.

Mowbar: 84EL D | WOS oS | SRS <=

Opinions expressed are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press
staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-
available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned.
Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to sack@smdp.com. All letters must include the author’s name
and telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices located at 1427 Third
Street Promenade, Suite 202, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest editorials are
subject to editing for space and content.

way into American culture

Irving Baron
Santa Monica

Sumo wrestling making its

MODERN
TIMES

By Lloyd Garver

Many of us have sat back on our comfy
couches and watched the exercise parade
of things like aerobics, Jazzercise, Jane
Fonda-ercize, step climbing, aqua-aero-
bics, Pilates, and “executive” boxing. So,
what’s the latest thing for those who want
to huff and puftf? Sumo wrestling.

I’'m not kidding. Japan’s national sport,
the thing that to us uncultured observers
looks like a pushing contest between two
fat guys in diapers, is getting some unlike-
ly participants in America.

Traditionally, sumo wrestlers are very
big men, sometimes weighing as much as
600 pounds. They also are agile and grace-
ful athletes. The rules are simple: Two
wrestlers, wearing only a loincloth called a
“mawashi,” try to push each other out of the
ring, or make any part of their opponent’s
body other than the feet touch the ground.

In the kind of sumo that’s starting to

catch on here, you don’t have to be fat to
participate. You don’t even have to be a
man. You just have to be someone who
wants to try a new way to get into shape.
You burn a lot of calories in sumo, so it’s
bound to be popular with the fitness-
obsessed set. There already are sumo
classes at UCLA and at some martial arts
studios in Santa Monica and West LA.
And if it’s starting to get popular here in
Southern California, you can bet your bot-
tom latte that it will soon be spreading all
over the country.

I predict that it’s going to be the
thing among the “in” crowd. Once they get
rid of the beautiful rituals and the mutual
respect, it will be the perfect sport for
spoiled celebrities. Before beginning, both
wrestlers stamp their feet, clap their hands
and then stare at each other. Then the actu-
al match lasts only about one minute. It’s a
lot like a Britney Spears marriage.

After Madonna and Demi Moore go to
their Kabbalah class, and before they get
their Botox injections, they’ll stop off to
do a little sumo wrestling. Paris Hilton
will be modeling designer loincloths, and
Richard Gere will be talking about how
pushing another man out of the ring

“in”

awakened his spiritual side.

But I don’t think it’s only going to
appeal to celebrities. Sumo just might be
the perfect exercise for America today.
After all, we keep buying diet books, we
keep joining gyms, and the fat keeps pil-
ing onto America’s waist, hips and butts.
Today, something like 61 percent of
American adults weigh more than they
should. What could be more perfect for
this country than an activity in which you
can exercise and be fat?

Obviously, there are many people who
either ignore medical science or the nag-
ging of their loved ones. And there are
others who, for various reasons, just can’t
lose weight. Should they have to continue
to be the object of public scorn? Must they
be filled with guilt and shame forever?
Not once sumo spreads its chunky thighs
across the land.

When they’re in training, Japan’s sumo
wrestlers consume a great deal of food,
containing an enormous number of calo-
ries. And they don’t have to do it in secret
after everybody else has gone to bed. You
won’t either after you put on your first
loincloth. Sumo wrestlers aren’t ashamed
of being fat. They celebrate it. Nobody

looks down at them because of the extra
baggage they carry. On the contrary,
they’re heroes. Maybe soon in this coun-
try, people will start looking at overweight
folks differently, too. They’ll no longer
shake their heads and think, “What hap-
pened to him? He really put on some
weight.” Instead, they’ll think, “Good for
him. Looks like he’s into sumo wrestling.”

And I don’t think we’re too far away
from hearing the following exchange:

“Are you going to just sit on the couch,
eat junk, and drink beer all day?”

“I have to. I’'m in training.”

Note to those who read my column last week:
I didn’t win the lottery. I don’t get it, either. I
thought I did everything right. It’s possible the
lottery people messed up. I've written to them
and asked them to make sure they published the
correct numbers. I haven’t heard back yet.

(Lloyd Garver has written for many tel-
evision shows, ranging from ‘“Sesame
Street” to “Family Ties” to “Frasier.” He
has also read many books, some of them in
hardcover. He writes the “Modern Times”
column for CBSnews.coms opinion page
and can be reached at smdp@Iloydgarver-
moderntimes.com).

GCREATE SOME DIRLOGUE!

Do you have something to say in
response to the opinion pages?

Your opinion matters.

Write a letter to the editor and
tell us what's on your mind.

Please send letters to:
Santa Monica Daily Press:
Att. Editor1427 Third Street Promenade Ste. 202
Santa Monica, CA 90401
sack@smdp.com
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OPINION

Remembering Northridge: 4:17 a.m., Jan. 17, 199

TITTINGER’S
TAKE

By Michael J. Tittinger

A very dear friend took some time
recently to read for me her favorite poem
— “Dover Beach” by Matthew Arnold. It
was a poem with which I was not previ-
ously familiar, but there it was — smack
on page 794 of my “Anthology of Poetry”
textbook from college.

“The sea is calm to-night”

“The tide is full, the moon lies fair...”
she began.

And while art is eternally open to inter-
pretation, upon my first exposure to the
poem I was struck by the continual refer-
ences to reminders past, both good and bad,
and how one symbolic object can represent
one and the same. In this case, the ocean
moves Arnold to tears. It is now seemingly
retreating, when in years past it was crash-
ing forth with wave after wave of optimism.

What once represented love and serenity
and contentment, now only serves to render
sadness and confusion and loneliness.

“The Sea of Faith”

“Was once, too, at the full, and round
earth’s shore”

“Lay like the folds of a bright girdle
furl’d.”

“But now I only hear”

“Its melancholy, long, withdrawing roar,”

“Retreating, to the breath”

“Of the night-wind, down the vast
edges drear”

“And naked shingles of the world.”

Symbols such as the one Arnold speaks
of — the eternal sea outside his English
estate — exist in each of our lives on one
level or another. I was reminded of one
such symbol last summer when an article
appeared in the Daily Press detailing the
refurbishment of the former Crocker Bank

Building (“Downtown clock tower to
begin ticking again,” July 7). The depres-
sion-era art-deco treasure of a building is
capped with a clock tower frozen in time.

Time stopped at the Crocker Building,
as it did for so many in and around the city
of Santa Monica, at precisely 4:17 a.m.,
Jan. 17, 1994, when the Northridge earth-
quake struck a sleeping and unsuspecting
Southern California. A decade later, today,
reconstruction projects abound through-
out the area, including the UCLA Medical
Center across the street from me, where
jackhammers and power drills have
become my alarm clock by default.

Ever since moving to Santa Monica in
recent years I have heard story upon story
about that day — where people were, what
they were doing, how they responded and
rebuilt their lives — a day no one who
lived here will forget, to be sure, nor
should they forget. For Santa Monicans, it
is a day akin to the moon landing, O.J.’s
white Bronco “getaway” and 9-11 in terms
of sheer “Where were you?” indelibility.

Yet, maybe it is time we let go. Maybe
it is time we forged ahead.

I have driven, jogged or walked past

the Crocker clock tower hundreds of

times since finally landing here on the left
coast, as have most of us when we are not
so caught up in the hustle and bustle to
take note of the majestic clock tower
frozen at “4:17.”

For the aftershocks of the Northridge
earthquake were felt across the nation, in
more ways then we can possibly imagine.

“Are you awake?”” I remember my mom
calling upstairs. I seldom was. I had been
working the graveyard shift at a printing
company and couldn’t wait to quit. The
week before, I had secured a job with a Santa
Monica production company some 3,000
miles away from my childhood home. My
clothes and possessions were packed neatly
into a series of boxes sitting idle in the cen-
ter of my stripped-down boyhood bedroom.

“Yeah ... why?”

“Did you hear what happened out in

PANINI
GARDEN

& Bnisrrencesn i ren Weoans o0 Samyencaan

comeIn& Exneriencq )
Our Grilled or Cold Panini

sandwiches & superh Salads

Panini Party Platters - Weekly Speci:
Order Online at: www.paninigarden.com

Open Daily from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.
2715 Main Street ® Santa Monica ® (310) 399-9939 ¢ Fax (310) 314-2634

Everything Fresh & Made to Order
Dine-In Garden Patio » We Deliver

TAX

Off Any Fare
of 56.00 or mare
FOR FAST PICHUP CALLI

310-828-3333

WWW.PASSENGERSWANTER.NET

PASSENGERS WANTED

E?fPRE'SS

Off Any Fare

of $10.00 cr more

$50 FLAT FEE TO LONG BEACH

SAVE MONEY!
IT’S AS
EASY AS...

Off Any Fare
of §16.00 or more

$20 FLAT FEE TO LAX

with ad only

California?”

Soon after, my plane tickets were refund-
ed, my job with the now-defunct production
company nixed and my pre-drafted resigna-
tion letter for the printing plant was filed
away for another day. But those boxes
remained, sitting idle in the center of my
room. I had neither the heart nor the will to
unpack them for weeks, maybe months.
Once a symbol of optimism and excitement
and the future, they had since come to sym-
bolize isolation and frustration and the past.

‘... For the world, which seems”

“To lie before us like a land of dreams,”

“So various, so beautiful, so new,”

“Hath really neither joy, nor love, nor
light,”

“Nor certitude, nor peace, nor help for
pain;”

“And we are here as on a darkling plain”

“Swept with confused alarms of strug-
gle and flight,”

“Where ignorant armies clash by night.”

Those boxes stacked in the middle of my
room vexed me for the longest time, as my
dreams of faraway success seemed swal-

lowed up by an earthquake across the coun-
try while I slept. But, as it always does, time
ticked on ... life moved on. Eventually, it
was time to unpack those boxes. Eventually,
it was time to stop dwelling on the past and
begin looking to the future anew.
Ultimately, I did move to Santa
Monica, and upon reflection, the life
experiences I had during those interim
years changed my life in ways I couldn’t
have imagined — there was love and loss,
euphoria and sorrow. But the image of
those stacked boxes sitting idle no longer
vexes me. It has since taken on yet anoth-
er meaning — rebirth and renewal.
Finally, it was time to move on, as
should we all. It’s time to reset Santa
Monica’s stopwatch and let time heal the
wounds, not let them bleed and bleed. The
Crocker clock tower, according to devel-
opers, will soon be ticking once again.
It’s time to create new memories and
forge ahead. Let the symbols of the fleet-
ing past be reborn and take on a positive
meaning once again.
Let the Sea of Faith retreat no more.
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Pence: Infants’ earthquake savior

QUAKE, from page 1

er supervision and care, according to doc-
tor’s orders.

A nurse named Cindy was rushing to the
hospital to volunteer her services. She
remembered me and said she had seen my
babies. She said that Wanda had saved them,
and I could find them in the auditorium
where all the patients were being trans-
ferred. Like a tidal wave, the crowd of the
injured — pieces of cloth wrapped around
their arms, faces bleeding, limping as best
they could — carried her away in a moment.

I rushed to the auditorium and saw
what resembled the movie portrayal of a
war zone. The earthquake, at 6.7 on the
Richter scale, had hit hard but also contin-
ually shook us every half-hour during the
aftermath. Everyone in the auditorium
screamed, embraced and prayed.

Old people were being carried in on
sheets to recline on the bare floor side by
side; a woman was pacing up and down,
screaming — about to go in labor.
Another woman, almost unconscious, had
just been C-sectioned. Nurses ran as doc-
tors frantically paced every which way —
checking on patients, making calls on
hopeless landline phones. (Cell phones
would have been handy, but back then, at
best, you would have a pager.) Some even
thought of bringing a camera to work to
take photos of what they were witnessing.

President Bill Clinton had announced a
state of emergency.

My heart was pounding, and I didn’t
know where to look for two, tiny bundles
that hardly weighed four pounds each. I
found another mom. One of her triplets
had stayed at the natal intensive care

FEMA funding has

MONEY, from page 1

funds to replace buildings — $20 million
for the science building, $3 million for a
new parking structure, $2.8 million for
the library and $3 million for the liberal
arts building.

Tens of millions dollars in FEMA
funds also went to the hospitals, which
are still rebuilding their facilities and
expect to be finished by 2008, when they
are required to have their facilities meet
seismic standards. Combined, Santa
Monica-UCLA Medical Center and Saint
John’s Health Care Center will spend
nearly $600 million in new facilities.

But the money from the federal gov-
ernment has trickled in slowly — some-
thing Santa Monica officials anticipated
just days after the quake.

“The city really took the initiative to
assist in the recovery process and not
wait for FEMA,” said Paul Weinberg,
emergency management coordinator for
the city. “The importance of getting
recovery up and running was recognized
by the City Council right away.

“It was a unique disaster and a unique
response,” he added.

The Santa Monica City Council
almost immediately created funding for a
“Redevelopment Agency,” which assess-
es properties to pay for public infrastruc-
ture in what is called the “Earthquake
Recovery Redevelopment Project Area.”
The area includes most of the city, and
the tax partially funds city-owned build-
ings and the liberal arts building at SMC.

“It took several years to get it into the
positive,” said Jeff Mathieu, director of
resource management for the city. The
agency was created in 1994 and by 1996,
several million dollars had been generat-
ed through a portion of local taxes. And
although 20 percent must be dedicated to
repairing or rebuilding residential com-
plexes, 47 percent has been used toward
that end, Mathieu said.

“In Santa Monica, there is always a
higher quality of public service,” he said.

Although it’s unknown how much
money the agency has collected, last year
$6.5 million was generated for housing and
$20 million was taken in to retrofit the
downtown parking structures and help
rebuild SMC’s $19 million liberal arts build-
ing, said Tina Rodriguez, the
Redevelopment Agency’s administrator.
The year prior, $5.1 million was set aside for
housing and $15.5 million was put toward
community projects, Rodriguez said.

Officials expect to collect hundreds of

helped rehuild city

millions more because the tax increases
as assessment valuations go up. The tax is
set to expire in 2039.

The city also applied for and received
$33 million in a federal block grant —
$25 million devoted to community devel-
opment and $8 million to what’s called a
“home presidential supplemental pro-
gram,” Mathieu said.

Another source of funding, the
“Disaster Recovery Center” also directly
helped residents through 15 state and fed-
eral agencies by helping homeowners and
renters acquire low-cost loans, interest
rates and grants to repair and rebuild their
properties, Mathieu said.

At SMC, FEMA funding wasn’t near-
ly enough to pay for the damage. The col-
lege has relied on the city through the
Redevelopment Agency, which helped
fund the swimming pool, the new parking
garage and now the liberal arts building.
SMC also has used funds generated
through its own revenue sources like
Proposition T, which was a bond measure
passed in 1992 dedicated to school facili-
ties, as well as Measure U, passed in
2002. SMC even received private dona-
tions — $250,000 was given by the John
Paul Getty Foundation to replace books
and supplies for the art department, said
SMC spokesman Bruce Smith.

Although most agree that the quake
was a devastating experience for the
entire city, it did pump millions into
aging buildings that would have been
replaced eventually.

“FEMA has really helped SMC get
new facilities; the face of the college has
changed,” Smith said. “But we are still
working to get more because we feel we
deserve more.”

Facilities replaced at SMC:

Science building: Completed in
1999. Cost: $30 million. FEMA funding:
$20 million.

Parking garage: Completed in 2002.
Cost: $5.2 million. FEMA funding: $3
million.

Library: Completed in 2003. Cost:
$23.6 million. FEMA funding: $2.8 million.

Liberal arts building: Construction
to begin in spring of 2004. Cost: $19 mil-

lion. FEMA: $3 million.

ward. She showed me where I could find
Wanda. By then, everyone knew about
“Wanda and the twins.” In a quiet corner,
Wanda held a clear, plastic hospital
bassinet — which sheltered both my
babies, side by side. She had covered
them with many layers of blankets and
whatever else she could find.

The babies were fast asleep, safe and
sound, in the arms of their guardian angel.
I held Wanda in my arms and cried for a
few minutes before I could find the words
to thank her. I wiped my tears with my
bare hands and asked her to tell me exact-
ly what happened.

Wanda Pence, at an age when most
people have retired, has served as a nurse
in the labor and delivery and nursery
departments of the hospital for almost six
decades. She had actually kept count of
the number of babies she had taken care of
since 1975. They totaled 15,000. She said
that because she didn’t have children, she
treated every newborn as her own. Twenty
minutes before the quake, Wanda was
doing a routine check on the babies in the
nursery. When she took Ryan’s tempera-
ture, she noticed it had dropped slightly.
She explained that happens often with
premature babies whose systems simply
“forget” to warm up their bodies.

According to hospital procedure, she
placed Ryan in an isolette — a large green
machine with a warm chamber. The colos-
sal machine covered most of the wall in
the nursery. Before she closed the door of
the isolette, she looked at Kevin, sleeping
all alone and thought that because they
were twins and had lived all their lives
together in their mother’s tummy, there
was no reason to separate them.

Wanda slipped Kevin in the chamber
along with his brother, unaware that her
decision would save lives. She said she
didn’t really know why she thought of
such an idea, especially given that hospi-
tal rules stated that two babies shouldn’t
stay in the isolette at the same time for
health and hygiene reasons.

Shortly after, Wanda finished her rounds
and took the remaining three babies in the
nursery to their mothers to be fed. Wanda
said she was teaching a new mom how to
breast feed when a great jolt, “like a mas-
sive truck hitting the building,” rocked
everyone and all electricity was lost.

The noise — metal beams ripping
through ceilings, patients screaming,
debris falling in all directions — was end-
less. But Wanda, calm and strong, unlike
her fragile appearance, made sure the
three mothers had their newborn
babies and husbands near and said to
them, “You can walk yourselves down to
safety. Your husbands will help. I need to
find the Delijani twins. They don’t have
their parents with them.”

Then she hurried back to the nursery
only to find a huge pile of bassinets block-
ing the entrance. Minutes earlier, five
babies were sleeping in those bassinets.
She made her way in the pitch dark to the
back door of the nursery. She felt water all
over her feet and smelled heavy fumes of
gas. The pipes had burst, and one of the
nurses had collapsed on the floor.

Wanda knew exactly where to look for
the babies. The only object intact in the
entire nursery was the isolette. She took
the babies out, filled her shirt with as many
tiny bottles and diapers as she could get
her hands on and rushed down the stairs.
When she made it downstairs, she asked
some people to go back upstairs and bring
down her colleague from the nursery.

I trembled as I listened to her. I noticed

Photo courtesy
Nurse Wanda Pence rescued twin
infants, Kevin and Ryan Delijani, after
the hospital crumbled around them.

she was uncomfortable and rubbing her
ankle. I asked her about it. She lifted up
her pant cuff to reveal a huge bruise on
her swollen ankle. She said she twisted
her ankle as she rushed down the stairs
with the babies in her arms. Later, I found
out her ankle was broken.

Wanda ended the story by saying when
she reached the ground floor, she looked
around and thought about what to do next.
It was cold outside, and the sun was bare-
ly out. She went to her car, set the babies
on the passenger seat, turned on the heat
and started to feed them one by one.

They stayed in the car for a while
before the authorities could decide if the
auditorium was safe enough to temporari-
ly house hospital patients.

1 share this story with whomever I meet.
I tell everyone there is hope in desperate
times. A miracle worker like Wanda could
show up and change your life forever.

Wanda, you remain in all my prayers.
Thank God for you.

Wanda Pence continues caring for
newborns part time at the Santa Monica-
UCLA Medical Center. Kevin and Ryan
turned 10 years old on Jan. 7.

They are in the fourth grade at Sinai
Akiba Academy, where they are learning
the importance of community help and
good citizenship. They recently raised
more than $1,600 for the Hadassah
Hospital Children’s Pavilion.

When receiving Kevin and Ryan’s little
sister, Shannon, in the same nursery in
March of 1996, Wanda looked at me and
said, “You again?”
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SM mayor’s persistence
pulled city out of the rubble

ANNIVERSARY, from page 1

lated, and most of the country was unaware of the
devastation that had occurred.

“We had much more damage than any other
city,” said then mayor Judy Abdo. “People did-
n’t know our hospitals were being closed and all
these buildings were red tagged.”

The quake happened on Martin Luther King
Day, a Monday. By Wednesday, federal officials,
including President Bill Clinton had arrived in Los
Angeles. Abdo attended a meeting at a Burbank
Airport hangar that included President Clinton,
members of his cabinet, state legislators and more
importantly, LA Mayor Richard Riordan — as
Abdo would soon learn.

“There was a whole string of people there
explaining how the money was going to come
through one block grant, and I realized we
would have gotten little money,” Abdo said,
adding she was sitting in the back of the hangar
with hundreds of others. “I was getting a little
agitated because I could see they weren’t going
to help us — it was all going to be funneled
through LA.”

She raised her hand and because she and
Riordan had become mayors at the same time, he
spotted her in the crowd. A microphone was
brought to her, and she was able to address the
politicians on stage.

“I informed everyone of what had happened
to us,” she said, adding the meeting was being
aired on national television. “I said ‘This won’t
work as suggested,” and it went everywhere, and
everyone knew what had happened to us.”

Abdo was invited up to the podium after the
meeting and was able to speak directly to
President Clinton and other legislators.

“He asked if the Loews Hotel was okay

Photo courtesy
Santa Monica officials and residents
pulled together to rebuild the city.

because that’s where he liked to stay,” she
recounted. “It was then that they started inviting
me to meetings with the feds.”

From then, things just changed, Abdo said.
FEMA officials had to rethink how they were
going to administer money to residents, particu-
larly renters, most of who live in Santa Monica.
Housing assistance and loans were given direct-
ly to renters and homeowners as a result.

Abdo spent the days after the quake answering
phones at City Hall and touring the city with fed-
eral officials. Many places in the city were intact
— like Ocean Park — where Abdo lives. But as
many residents later learned, her house ended up
sustaining serious structural damage.

City Councilman Herb Katz, who has lived in
LA since he was a child and now lives in Santa
Monica’s Sunset Park neighborhood, woke up to
his house shaking.

“It was probably the scariest thing I’ve ever
experienced,” he said.

Hospital isolates itself from disaster

By Daily Press staff

MID CITY — Saint John’s Health Center,
which was closed for nine months after the
Northridge Earthquake, is putting the final
touches on a new inpatient facility, specifically
designed to withstand a quake with force levels
twice those of the 1994 tremble.

The deadly quake shook the hospital with
devastating force in 1994 and caused severe
structural damage, forcing the hospital to close.

As the creation of the new Saint John’s began
to take shape in the months following the
quake’s aftermath, hospital officials made a key
decision early on to devote a substantial portion
of their $314 million construction budget to a
state-of-the-art structural system that would
keep the facilities operational during a quake.

The estimated final cost of the base isolation
system for the entire project, which includes 192
base isolators, is between $12 and $15 million.
The entire 500,000-square-foot inpatient build-
ing at Saint John’s sits on seismic isolators,
which consist of large rubber bearings rein-
forced with steel, with a lead core for dampen-
ing. The bearings are 24 inches high and 48
inches in diameter and weigh 2.5 tons each.
They form the foundation of the system.

The isolators dampen and deflect much of the
ground movement caused by temblors. With the
isolators, the inpatient building, which is sched-
uled to open this summer, can absorb a displace-
ment of up to 27 inches during a quake. As a
result, the building can withstand force levels of
up to 2 Gs (gravitational force) — which is
twice the force of the Northridge Earthquake,
estimated at .9 Gs of ground acceleration.

Saint John’s is one of only three hospitals in
Southern California to feature a base isolation
system and the only one on the westside.

Photo courtesy
After the Northridge Earthquake, St.
John’s was closed for nine months.

Saint John’s also has built a number of back-
up systems to help maintain full operations dur-
ing a natural disaster. There are dual electrical
feeds from separate substations, dual fuel for
boilers, dual water supplies from separate water
mains and enough on-site water and fuel storage
to keep the hospital operating under normal
capacity for up to five days. Emergency genera-
tors also will allow the hospital to operate under
80 percent normal power in the event of a major
black-out or power shortage.

Santa Monica-UCLA Medical Center also is
rebuilding its facilities, a $275 million overhaul.
It has recently completed a central plant on
Arizona Avenue to power both the existing and
replacement hospitals. It has more reliable
equipment than the old one, which was between
35 and 40 years old. The new plant meets feder-
al seismic standards, is more energy efficient
and produces less emissions.

“It’s the best of both worlds,” said hospital
spokesman Ted Braun. “It’s safer and reliable.”

If another earthquake hits,
how prepared are we?

BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

EMERGENCY OPERATION CENTER — The Northridge
Earthquake might have lasted only a few seconds, but it has taken more
than 120 months of meetings and countless hours of work by city offi-
cials and emergency responders to learn lessons from the disaster.

Ten years out, Santa Monica officials still meet regularly with FEMA
and the state’s Office of Emergency Services over the status of ongoing
rebuilding projects. The Disaster Recovery Group, formed shortly after
the quake, has been meeting monthly since Jan. 17, 1994, to monitor the
status of funding, repairs and reconstruction. And the city’s own emer-
gency operation center team — which includes a representative from
nearly every department in City Hall — meets monthly. The city’s team
of public information officers also meets monthly with every department.

“Everybody has a role to play and is ready to perform,” said Paul
Weinberg, the city’s emergency services coordinator. “The more you
practice, the better you are able to respond.”

Although he didn’t work in Santa Monica during the quake, Weinberg
realized immediately when he started on the job more than a year ago
that the city had an unusually strong handle on disaster recovery efforts.

“This is one of the most disaster-aware cities I’ve ever seen,” he said.
“This city has kept its eye on the ball for 10 years.”

Officials continually discuss how they can better respond to natural dis-
asters. What they’ve learned is that property retrieval is critical — in 1994
city officials recovered property from 81 red- and yellow-tagged buildings
in about 1,800 units. They also learned that equipping residents with
knowledge on how to prepare for an emergency — such as knowing how
to turn off utilities and recover their own property — is vital.

The city offers a free, one-day class, “Disaster Assistance Response
Training,” three times a year for residents to better prepare themselves
in case of an emergency. The next one will be scheduled for February or
March.

“It helps because if they are prepared, it takes some of the burden off
emergency responders,” Weinberg said.

Local officials also have learned how key communicating with each
other, the public and dignitaries can be in getting the proper resources
pumped into the community. Capitalizing on the media and the Internet
and holding public meetings help keep residents informed on the city’s
progress in responding and recovery efforts, Weinberg said.

Elected officials and city workers recognized that the governmental
steps they take immediately after a disaster can tremendously help resi-
dents and business owners get back to normal. Days following the
quake, the City Council passed a series of laws and policy changes that
enabled residents to repair their buildings without the usual red tape fre-
quently experienced in City Hall. The fees for repairs were waived;
“one-step permit centers” were set up so applying for demolition was
made easier; a local funding mechanism was created to rebuild within
the city; building permits were easier to obtain, and the City Council
instituted ordinances designed to prevent price gouging by contractors.

Beyond meeting regularly to fine-tune its preparedness plan, the EOC
team now has a new command post from which to operate that is safer
and more efficient than what was used in 1994. Directly after the quake
and during its aftershocks, city and emergency workers operated out of
the basement squad room in the old police building. A new emergency
operation center was built in the recently opened Public Safety Facility,
which now houses police and fire departments under one roof.

“It was the basement jitters,” Weinberg said. “You don’t want to be in
a basement with no windows during aftershocks.

“It is a much more conducive environment now,” he added.

Officials also learned in the past decade how vital keeping meticulous
records is when trying to recover money from the federal government,
as well as tracking costs, Weinberg said.

Over the past decade, City Hall has made changes to the building code
to help lessen the extent and amount of damage to structures within Santa
Monica when another quake strikes. The City Council also enacted com-
prehensive seismic retrofitting codes to make buildings safer.

Today, the city is better equipped to handle terrorist situations, as well
as HAZ MAT emergencies and natural disasters.

“It’s a multi-hazard preparedness strategy that includes natural and
man-made disasters,” Weinberg said. “Our response has improved due
to federal funding ...

“When a disaster happens, it is less important on what the disaster is
than what the training is,” he added.

While plenty of lessons were learned from the Northridge
Earthquake, city officials are quick to remember what was done right.

“The city is a ringing success story because of the will of the residents
and city staff to get Santa Monica back to normal and presentable as
soon as possible,” Weinberg said.

More earthquake accounts on page 8
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The Northridge Earthquake: Where were you?

JAMIE WETHERBE
Special to the Daily Press

Emergency workers had their hands
full when they responded to Santa Monica
College on Jan. 17, 1994 — a day etched
into the minds of Santa Monicans forever.

Snakes and tarantulas were tossed from
their cages and running free through the
science building, which also was the site
of a hazardous waste spill. The business
building was flooded, and there was no
power on campus — or anywhere in the
city for that matter.

Bruce Smith, spokesman for SMC,
said he couldn’t believe his eyes when he
finally got to work that morning.

“My office was trashed,” he said,
adding that most of the books in the
library were on the floor and had to be
sorted and reshelved. “I was shocked.”

All of the school’s Martin Luther King
celebrations had been canceled. The cam-
pus was shut down for a week and was
virtually empty — except for emergency

“I’m a native Santa Monican, and (the Northridge
Earthquake) made them all look like child’s play. It was
the worst earthquake I've ever felt.”

— BOB HOLBROOK
Santa Monica City Councilman

workers and school officials working
around the clock.

“We really worked hard to get the cam-
pus up and running,” Smith said, adding
that the Red Cross had set up in the col-
lege gym. “It was weird because campus
was a ghost town but there was this mini
city in the gymnasium.”

Luckily, Smith said, it was winter
semester at SMC, and there were fewer
students enrolled. Spring semester was
pushed back.

“It was a very long process of fixing
everything,” he said.

One councilman — in bed at the time of
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the quake — rolled over and tried to go back
to sleep, unaware of what had happened.

“I heard glass breaking, but it didn’t
occur to me that it was my own win-
dows,” Ken Genser said. He added that
after he saw his neighbors outside with
flashlights, he reached for his own.

“I went outside, and I was just aston-
ished,” he said.

Genser said he then took a three-block
walk from his home on San Vicente
Boulevard to check on his mother, who
was okay. “I felt like I was in a war zone.”
He added that with the electricity out, the
only lights were from passing cars, “and
there weren’t many of them.

“Everything was so dark and quiet ...
You don’t realize how much light you get
from buildings and other people’s apart-
ments until everything is off.”

City Manager Susan McCarthy, also
asleep when the quake hit, didn’t stay in
bed for long.

She said she immediately drove from
her Santa Monica home between frayed
buildings to set up an emergency camp at
the old fire station headquarters on
Seventh Street.

McCarthy joined the assistant city
attorney and the fire chief, and the three
were the first on the scene at the emer-
gency operation center.

Jay Fiondela — who has been in the
neighborhood fifty years — collected his
wife and 4-year-old son and headed to his
restaurant.

Although whiskey, wine and beer

flowed out the door and onto the side-
walk, the restaurant still had electricity.

“I opened up for lunch. It was the only
place on the street opened up for lunch,”
Fiondela said. “It was better than the
movie of the week with all the action.”

He added that there was wall-to-wall
business as people cried and worried
about their homes.

Fiondela said that one customer decid-
ed to order a steak and said “After the shit
I went through, it might be my last meal.”

And his customers were also telling
their war stories. Some continued to tell
them for years. And the stories got embel-
lished or changed around, Fiondela said.

He recalled one tale: A customer who
drank too much returned home the night of
the quake to his dogs barking and pictures
tossed to the ground. He started yelling at
the dogs for causing the mess until a friend
called to check on him after the quake,
Fiondela said. “‘Thank you,” he told his
friend. “‘I was gonna kill my dogs.””

“I’m a native Santa Monican, and (the
Northridge Earthquake) made them all
look like child’s play,” Councilman Bob
Holbrook said. “It was the worst earth-
quake I’ve ever felt.”

Holbrook crawled over rubble in his
home and cut his hands and feet in the
process. He said his neighborhood at San
Vicente Boulevard and Vermont Avenue
was hit particularly hard and reeked of gas.

“Everyone was out in the street in their
jammies — if they had them,” Holbrook
said.

He added that he and his neighbors
searched for a working radio or television
to find out what had happened. He even-
tually found a portable radio.

Holbrook said that many Santa Monicans
were so shaken, they left California. “A lot
of people moved away. They were saying, ‘1
couldn’t go through this again. I'm moving
back to tornado country.””
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UC officials keep options
open on weapons labs

BY MICHELLE LOCKE

Associated Press Writer

SAN FRANCISCO — University of
California leaders are keeping their
options open on the nuclear weapons labs
they've run for decades, telling adminis-
trators to get ready to bid on management
contracts but stopping well short of decid-
ing whether to compete.

The system's governing Board of
Regents voted Thursday to allow UC's
president, with the agreement of the board
chairman and the chair of a board commit-
tee on the labs, to agree to contract exten-
sions, respond to government requests for
information and hire outside experts.

The vote doesn't commit UC to com-
peting, but officials called it an important
first step.

“If we compete, we want to compete to
win and we want to sweep the board,”
said Robert Foley, UC vice president for
laboratory management.

UC has long been tied to the nation's
nuclear weapons program, running the
Los Alamos National Laboratory in New
Mexico since it was formed to work on the
atom bomb in World War II. It has man-
aged the Lawrence Livermore National
Laboratory in Northern California since it
was founded in 1952, largely because sci-
entist Edward Teller wanted to speed up
work on the hydrogen bomb.

But in recent years, UC's role as
nuclear steward has been shadowed by a
series of management lapses at the labs,
mostly involving sloppy business prac-
tices. Last year, the Department of Energy
announced it would require bids when the
Los Alamos contract runs out in 2005.

A subsequent bill in Congress saying
contracts more than 50 years old should
be put out for bid means the Lawrence
Livermore contract also may go up for bid
as well as a third, nonweapons, UC lab,
Lawrence Berkeley, founded in 1931 by
pioneering physicist Ernest O. Lawrence.

Foley said officials don't know when
bids will be sought. The Lawrence
Berkeley management contract runs out
Jan. 31, but officials are expecting an
extension. The Livermore contract runs
out at the same time as Los Alamos', but
extensions of up to two years are possible.

Money for bid preparation will come
from UC's federal lab management fees
and won't dip into the system's state
funds, which have been cut by hundreds
of millions of dollars due to California's
fiscal crisis.

Bringing in outside help is an unusual
step for UC, but one that Foley said is
necessary considering that UC has never
competed for the contracts and needs to
overcome the perception that, while its
science is widely praised, its business and
security practices have been lacking.

Bush sees ethanol, methanol
as products of forest thinning

BY JEFF BARNARD

Associated Press Writer

GRANTS PASS, Ore. — The Bush
administration said this week that it hopes
turning small trees and brush into ethanol,
methanol and other energy products will
eventually help pay for thinning national
forests to reduce the danger of wildfire.

Paying for thinning 28 million acres of
Western forests considered at high risk for
wildfire has been a problem, because the
small trees and brush that need to be
removed aren't big enough for traditional
lumber.

Thinning costs between $250 and
$1,000 an acre. Many of the forests are
too overstocked to use the cheapest
method, prescribed fire, without remov-
ing small trees and brush first. Harvesting
larger trees to pay for the work leads to
lawsuits from conservationists.

“Our hope is the advances in research
into the utilization of small diameter and
other woody biomass combined with the sta-
bility provided by longer-term contracts will
allow a blossoming of new infrastructure,
creation of new facilities, new economic
opportunities and new jobs as we restore
healthy forests,” Agriculture Undersecretary
Mark Rey said from Washington.

Potential products include laminated
lumber, wood chips for structural panels,
ethanol and methanol, and fuel for wood-
fired power plants, Rey said.

At least one ethanol project has already
been proposed. Western Biomass Fuels of
South Dakota wants to build a $30 million
plant in Wyoming to produce ethanol
from wood thinned from the nearby Black
Hills National Forest.

Generally made from corn, ethanol is

added to gasoline to make it burn more
cleanly. Methanol is used in fuel cells and
as a substitute for gasoline. It is made most
economically from natural gas, though it
can be extracted from wood and coal.

Rey's remarks came in a teleconfer-
ence call with reporters on new guidelines
for stewardship contracts the U.S. Forest
Service and U.S. Bureau of Land
Management are offering.

Bidders, which could include conser-
vation groups and local governments as
well as timber companies, would be able
to keep material removed from the land to
meet Forest Service and BLM prescrip-
tions for improving forest and range
health and reducing fire danger. Contracts
would last for 10 years.

“We realize that Congress hasn't pro-
vided any funding for this, so if this is
going to work, it's going to need to be
economically viable as well,” said
Stephen Anderson, a spokesman for the
Nature Conservancy, which is evaluating
the potential of stewardship contracts.

Rey said he hoped within a few years the
stewardship contracts would be used as fre-
quently as traditional timber sales and serv-
ice contracts to maintain healthy forests.

Fifty-six stewardship contracts let over
the past two years as a pilot project have
produced little of economic value, Rey
acknowledged. How much the adminis-
tration is willing to pay for stewardship
contracts won't be released until the 2005
budget comes out, he added.

The Agriculture and Interior depart-
ments are holding a conference in Denver
next week on new uses for material
thinned from forests, said Assistant
Interior Secretary Rebecca Watson.
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Four lives intersect in desert; two die

BY CHRISTINA ALMEIDA

Associated Press Writer

LAS VEGAS — A few miles
southwest of the Strip, where the
megawatt glare of the casinos meets
a lonely stretch of desert, three
young women walked into the night.

Only one would return alive.

In the chilly, early morning hours
of March 5, 2003, Kim Choy, her
younger sister, Sophear, and friend
Priscella Van Dine went to retrieve
their belongings from a spacious
home in the suburbs.

The women had decided against
moving in after determining their
host, Alfonso “Slinkey” Blake, want-
ed more than just roommates. The
price of living with Blake, authori-
ties say, was prostitution.

Blake, an aspiring R&B musician,
is scheduled to be tried later this
month on two counts of murder. His
attorney, David Brown, declined to
discuss the case.

Although prosecutors have not
charged him with pimping, they say
Blake's relationship with the three
and other women in his house will be
a key element of their case.

The defense is fighting to keep
any testimony about prostitution out
of the trial, arguing it is irrelevant
and prejudicial.

“The state is not alleging that
either of the women that were mur-
dered or the woman (who) was shot
and lived were prostitutes that
worked for Mr. Blake, nor are they
alleging the crime occurred as a
result of prostitution,” attorney Pete
Christiansen wrote in a Jan. 5 motion.

A judge is expected to rule on the
motion Tuesday.

The story of that night can be
explained in a word — respect —
said Deputy District Attorney Robert

1448 Wain Slreel Venice

Haircut

Daskas.

“The evidence suggests that, ulti-
mately, Sophear and Priscella were
executed simply because they disre-
spected (Blake),” Daskas said.

Much of the prosecution's case is
laid out in court documents based on
interviews with Kim Choy, who was
shot in the head but survived.

According to the documents, 19-
year-old Sophear Choy met Blake a
few months before the shootings
while working as a cocktail waitress
at the Olympic Garden strip club.
Choy, her older sister and her friend
all needed a place to live, and Blake
offered to let them move into his
two-story house, part of a new tract
on the southwest edge of town. The
rent would be $500 apiece.

After moving some of their
belongings in late February 2003, the
women became suspicious of Blake's
intentions.

Prosecutors say he gave them a
laundry list of rules: No one could
leave without permission. No men
were allowed in the house. No one
must know where they lived.

Kim Choy responded by calling
Blake on March 4 and telling him the
three had changed their minds and
wanted to pick up their belongings
that night. Prosecutors say an angry
Blake demanded they bring him
$100 in storage fees.

After trying to get their belong-
ings into two trucks, the women
decided to return for a second trip
that night, this time shortly before 2
a.m. Soon after, prosecutors say,
Blake and three other female room-
mates arrived in two SUVs.

Words were exchanged, there was
pushing and shoving and someone
produced a knife. Kim Choy, 24,
dialed 911 at 2:02 a.m. and told a dis-

patcher her sister was “getting beat
up by a man.” The line went dead and
“things got quiet,” Choy remembers.
She said Blake told his roommates
to leave in the three cars, including the
GMC Denali that she, her sister and
friend had brought for their belong-
ings. The vehicle would be found
abandoned a short distance away.
“We're taking a walk,” Choy
remembers hearing Blake say.
She saw a gun, and the girls began
a frightening walk into the desert.
Sophear Choy was bleeding from
knife wounds to the face, neck, chest,
back and hands, and her sister said
Blake ordered that she help her walk.
After about another 50 feet, she
said, Blake stopped and ordered the
women to their hands and knees.
There was a flash, Choy said, and
she saw Priscella Van Dine, 23, get
shot in the head. She held her sister's
hand as Sophear Choy was also shot.
Then, when the gun was turned on
her, she waved her hands frantically
in front of her face and the bullet
miraculously ricocheted off her ring.
More shots rang out after that,
Choy said, including one that struck
her in the back of the head. Then she
heard Blake running out of the desert.
He would surface later that day in
Southern California, according to
authorities, checking into a Pasadena
hospital under the name of “Marcus
Edwards.” Prosecutors say he gave a
fake home address in Tustin, Calif.,
and told hospital workers he was
stabbed by an unknown assailant while
walking down Hollywood Boulevard.
He was released the next day and
picked up by two of his roommates.
The three were stopped by police in
Barstow, halfway between Los Angeles
and Las Vegas, and Blake was arrested
for murder. A gun was never found.
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Bend grapples with future of public transportation

BY JULIA SILVERMAN

Associated Press Writer

BEND, Ore. — The trappings of growth are every-
where in Bend, the resort and retirement Mecca in
Central Oregon that tripled its population in the 1990s
and will probably double again by 2010.

There are construction sites in every direction, and a
gleaming new mall anchors the outskirts of town. There’s
a new Jack Nicklaus-designed golf course amid a clutch
of expensive homes designed for refugees from Seattle
and Silicon Valley. And the long-cherished “rush minute”
is steadily changing into a full-blown rush hour.

But Bend’s transformation from ski-bum backwater to
metro area has come without the arrival of any real pub-
lic transportation system, an expensive, hard-to-fix reali-
ty that planners say could have a significant impact on
the area’s future growth.

Already, with a population of about 62,000, Bend is
among the largest stand-alone cities in the West without
a traditional city bus system, with scheduled stops and
fixed routes.

Researchers at the American Public Transportation
Association in Washington, D.C. could find that among
similarly sized western cities, only Casper, Wyo., and
Bismarck, N.D. also lacked bus systems; both communities
are in the process of buying fleets and starting up routes.

Other western cities that also absorbed a deluge of
retirees and outdoors-lovers in the booming 1990s are far
ahead of Bend when it comes to public transportation.
For example, in St. George, Utah, which grew from about
30,000 to 50,000 people in the 1990s, the year-old city
bus system makes 60 stops, on three separate routes.

Even far smaller ski resort towns like Aspen, Colo.,
and Jackson, Wyo., have public buses, with routes that
stretch for miles in order to pick up the waitresses, teach-
ers and police officers that serve their towns but can’t
afford to live there.

In Jackson, the transit system just added service to
Alpine, 37 miles away, where many Jackson workers

live, said Michael Wackerly, the transit administrator for
Southern Teton Area Rapid Transit. Ridership is evenly
divided between locals and tourists, he said.

By contrast, in Bend there is no public transit between
the city and satellite communities like Redmond,
Prineville and LaPine, home to many of the relatively
low-paid workers who staff Bend’s restaurants and
resorts, but can’t afford the town’s rising home prices.

In Bend, public transportation advocates are up
against a steadfast car culture fueled by the influx of
Californians, plus a wealthy population that would be
unlikely to ride the bus even if one existed.

“If they are getting around town in their Lexus, they
are not too concerned about the next bus stop,” said Brian
Shetterly, the town’s principal planner.

That dims the chances of a “yes” vote for the new
taxes that would be necessary to build a true public tran-
sit system, city planners said. Oregonians last voted for a
new transit district about 15 years ago, in Medford, and
have by and large voted against new taxes since.

Wanda Gray, Bend’s transportation operations manager,
said a new bus system would cost about $2 million for
upfront investments, and about $2 million per year to oper-
ate. That’s a lot to swallow for a city that’s already strapped
trying to pay for local police, fire and road maintenance.

Plus, under federal regulations the city would still
have to pay for separate special transportation for seniors
and the disabled.

That’s left planners searching for creative solutions,
the latest of which is a plan to join forces with the Bend-
LaPine school district, and make better use of the school
buses that sit idle while students are in class.

A pilot program could be in place by fall of 2005, but
there are still plenty of details to sort out: assuming that
adults would not want to cram onto traditional yellow
school buses, could the money be found to purchase new
ones? What about federal regulations that govern how
school districts can spend funds earmarked for trans-
portation? And could students be absorbed into the plan,
without parents kicking up a big fuss in front of the

school board?

In the meantime, Bend has made do by expanding its
Dial-A-Ride shuttle, available in most places only to sen-
iors and the disabled, to the general public. With 24 hours
notice, a city shuttle van will arrive at your door, and take
you wherever you want to go, for just $1.25.

Door-to-door service sounds good, but the system has
its limitations, said passengers who miss the spontaneity
of being able to walk out the door and hop on the bus
whenever the mood strikes them.

“Sometimes you don’t know when you might want to
go somewhere, and you have to call ahead, 24 hours,”
said June Slaugenhaupt, a blind senior citizen who uses
Dial-A-Ride to get to and from her job at the Department
of Human Services in Bend. “That is just a real bummer.
It would be so nice to just get on the bus and go on up to
the fairgrounds.”

A few other grassroots solutions have sprung up to
address the region’s transportation problems, and increas-
ingly frequent traffic jams. A Bend branch of Commute
Options, a national group that advocates telecommuting,
ride-sharing, public transit and walking or biking to work,
is working with the Mount Bachelor ski resort and other
local areas to encourage employee van-pooling.

The city has also become a leader in the use of traffic
roundabouts, to slow down speeders and keep cars mov-
ing smoothly, a method city planners swear by.

Plus, to keep commuters’ minds off traffic and on a
higher plane, public art has been placed at strategic inter-
sections across the city, with varying results: One sculp-
ture of a large, red phoenix rising from the ashes has
earned the not-altogether-affectionate nickname of “the
flaming chicken.”

Still, planners in Bend say it is just a matter of time
before the growing city must bite the bullet and invest in
a full-scale public transportation system. The question is
how long the inevitable will take.

“The big thing is money,” said Rick Root, the city’s
transportation planner. “People think improving this is
important. But where is the money?”
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West Los Angeles, Ca. - If you
or someone you know has
been in a recent auto acci-
dent, you need to be aware
of a new Free Report that
reveals vital information that
you have to know before you
settle your case or speak
with anyone. Auto accident
victims seldom know their
rights and responsibilities.
Without knowledge, they
can end up frustrated, lost,
and victimized. Not only
that, by the time an auto
accident victim finds out he
or she has been either misin-
formed or taken advantage
of, it’s often too late. You
may even be experiencing
pain and discomfort and
don’t know what you should
do, or even feel a little guilty
worrying about your health

CAR ACCIDENT?

or your rights. Well you are
not alone, after an accident,
most victims spend more
time figuring out how they
are going to fix their car and
what they are going to drive
than on their rights and pos-
sible hidden injuries. There
are currently thousands of
auto accident victims who
are living a life of misery
and pain because they did
not learn their rights and
options as an auto accident
victim. Don’t let this happen
to you or your loved one. To
receive your free report enti-
tled, “What You Need To
Know if You Have Been In
An Auto Accident”, Call the
Toll-Free 24 Hour Recorded
Message at 1-888-246-3790.
The call is free and so is the
report. Call Now!
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Boise mayor’s chief of staff gets
six months in jail for scandal

BY DAN GALLAGHER

Associated Press Writer

BOISE, Idaho — The man ousted as the Boise
mayor’s chief of staff a year ago was ordered to spend six
months in jail on Thursday for his role in a city hall
spending scandal that ended the political career of former
Mayor Brent Coles.

Gary Lyman pleaded guilty to three counts of misus-
ing public money and one for illegally taping executive
sessions of the City Council before being sentenced by
4th District Judge Deborah Bail.

The judge also ordered Lyman to serve five years pro-
bation and pay $50,000 to cover half the cost of the audit
required to determine the extent of the scandal. If Lyman
fails to complete probation, he will serve one to five
years in prison.

Deputy Attorney General

Scott James had asked for

HUGE Savings on
Wrinkle-Free Pants!

From now until the

A end of January, save
BIG on selected micro-
fiber and cotton-blend

-

two to four years in prison,
contending Lyman’s achie-
vements as a city official
did not erase the fact that
“he was not supposed to
breach the public trust. He
was not supposed to steal
from the taxpayers.”

By The Associated Press

The scandal began with a taxpayer-paid trip to New
York City that Lyman and Coles took in 2002 with the
city attorney and her assistant for dinner and a Broadway
show. Lyman also admitted wrongdoing on a separate
1999 trip to the Midwest.

Lyman agreed to plead guilty in exchange for dismissal
of nine other felony counts and a misdemeanor count and
a guarantee of no more than four years behind bars. Until
Thursday, he had maintained that he had broken no law
and that others were responsible for any wrongdoing.

But when he appeared before Bail, he accepted
responsibility.

“I hide behind no one,” he told the judge. “I need to
apologize to everybody in this room, to all the citizens of
Boise. ... I have failed the citizens of Boise. There’s no
question about that.”

Last week, Coles was sentenced to 180 days in jail and
three years probation on two counts of misusing public
funds. The judge in that case, Thomas Neville, said the
former mayor had accepted responsibility for his acts
while being publicly disgraced and financially drained. If
Coles successfully completes the sentence, the convic-
tions will be erased from his record.

The former mayor, a one-time president of the U.S.
Conference of Mayors, is expected to begin serving his
jail time Monday.

Jack Daniel’s whiskey now
making clothes to boost brand

ed and solid shirts, T-shirts, and polo shirts

bearing the company's name. This clothes

travel slacks. Supplies are
limited, so shop early for
best selection—because
when they're gone,
they're gone!
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LYNCHBURG, Tenn. — The makers of
Jack Daniel's Tennessee Whiskey raise their
glasses to cowboys — and hope the icon of
the West will return the tribute by buying
fancy duds bearing the company's logo.

In an effort to boost sales, the company
seeks to tap into the popular connection
between the whiskey and the West.

“Cowboys would be more likely to drink
Jack Daniel's than the average American,”
said John Hayes, brand director for the
whiskey. “It's always been perceived as a
drink with a lot of masculinity to it.”

Brown-Forman of Louisville, Ky.
owns America's top-selling whiskey
brand, made in this small town about 75
miles southeast of Nashville.

The company said about 72 percent of
regular Jack Daniel's drinkers are men
and most are aged 21 to 34.

The company now emphasizes its cow-
boy connection by sponsoring Profes-
sional Bull Riders and Professional
Rodeo Cowboys Association events,
including bull-riding brothers Cory and
Evan Rasch on the pro circuit.

But there's more Western marketing on

will be accessorized with belt buckles,
cowboy hats, wallets and watches.

“It’s one big Western
program.”

— JANNA MARKLE
Director of brand licensing, Brown-Forman

Wrangler will manufacture the cloth-
ing line, scheduled to be available at
Western wear stores by March.

The T-shirts are expected to cost $15 to
$20 each. The style-conscious cowboy
will have the opportunity to spend up to
$130 for a fur felt hat.

“It's one big Western program,” said
Janna Markle, Brown-Forman's director of
brand licensing. “Jack Daniel's always has
been connected to country and western.”

After sales declines in recent years,
consumption of whiskey increased 1.4
percent in 2003, he said.

“What's generally driving the market is
a general resurgence of distilled spirits
across the board,” said David Ozgo, an

® Reverse Osmosis System
e Bottled Water Delivery
e Soft Water Systems

1828 Lincoln Boulevard

Santa Monica, California 90404-4599 i

:’;‘ WATER SYSTEMS
(310) 450-6300 —

DFWeSeDAl OF IS DOAPCENTION

COMTRALTORS LIC a7

the way. economist with the Distilled Spirits
Jack Daniel's is rolling out woven print- | Council of the United States.
PURE WATER I“ YOUR HOME OR OFFlcE EEEPERJ#T'E.E#.- /’ Protecting the most valuable
= e — " commodity in L.A. ... YOUR TIME!

S. Beverly Dr., Ste 214 in Beverly Hi

Check us out at our websi

FEATURING: Comprehensive care for your world while you vacation
All needs to travelers during your stay in L.A.
Detail oriented attention to your daily tasks ¢ International & out-of-state student services
Virtually anything you need! Just ask!

www.errandsetc.biz

DID YOU KNOW??: The word checkmate in chess comes

from the Persian phrase Shah Mat, which means the king is dead.
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Federal bill includes $2M to market specialty cheese

BY FREDERIC J. FROMMER

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — Wisconsin Sen.
Herb Kohl has inserted $2 million into an
appropriations bill to help specialty
cheese makers, but a taxpayer group says
the funding smells more like pork.

The provision, included in the giant
omnibus spending bill awaiting final con-
gressional passage, would establish a cen-
ter to help dairy farmers market specialty
and niche cheeses such as Gruyere and
Camembert.

Wisconsin officials say the Dairy
Business Center, to be housed at the
University of Wisconsin-Madison, would
provide a boon for struggling dairy farm-
ers looking for new income sources.
Wisconsin is the nation’s leading produc-
er of cheese.

“I’ve been working in ag development for
25 years, and this is the most major develop-
ment to preserve the dairy farm structure in

“I've been working in ag development for 25 years, and
this is the most major development to preserve the dairy
farm structure in Wisconsin and the Upper Midwest.”

— WILL HUGHES

Administrator of the state Agriculture Department’s division of agriculture development

Wisconsin and the Upper Midwest,” said
Will Hughes, administrator of the state
Agriculture Department’s division of agri-
culture development. “If they want to call
that waste, that’s their business.”

Citizens Against Government Waste is
calling it waste.

“Everybody likes new cheese, but not
at our expense,” said Tom Schatz, the
Washington advocacy group’s president.
He said the spending provision will be
included in Citizens Against Government
Waste’s annual “pig book” of wasteful,

pork-barrel spending.

Schatz said he doesn’t oppose all gov-
ernment assistance to business.

“If there was a niche cheese program,
and Wisconsin and other states were asking
for the money under a set of approved cri-
teria, that would be different,” he said. “We
think this is another example of what’s
wrong with the omnibus appropriations bill
and overspending in Washington.”

Kohl, the top Democrat on the Senate
Appropriations agriculture subcommittee,
won passage of the money in the agricul-

ture spending bill. That bill has morphed
into the larger omnibus spending bill,
which has passed the House and is await-
ing final action by the Senate.

“I respect the efforts of groups that scru-
tinize federal spending, and I work hard to
make certain that projects I support are
wise investments of our scarce dollars,”
Kohl said. “If we want our dairy industry to
survive, we need to ensure that those prod-
ucts evolve with market demands.”

The funding request was made by
Daniel Carter, a retired Wisconsin special-
ty cheese company owner who sees spe-
cialty cheese products as the salvation of
dairy farmers. He said the goal is to create
50 dairy farms in the Upper Midwest.
Milk prices hit a 25-year low last year.

“This may be one of the best invest-
ments the government ever makes, to help
maintain the dairy farm,” said Carter, 73.
“Our dairy farmers around the United
States need this for survival.”

Gates family has taken over surrounding properties

GATES, from page 1

according to property records, 4.2 acres of adjoining
properties were acquired for Gates between 1994 and
2003 at a cost of nearly $14.4 million.

“There's not too many non-Gates property owners left
here,” said Herb Schwartz, a former insurance executive
who moved into the Medina neighborhood 13 years ago.

Although Gates and his wife closely guard their fami-
ly life, their mansion, valued at about $110 million, is the
most high-profile home in the Seattle area. A cruise past
the Gates house is a fixture on waterfront tours of the
city. Gates often entertains business leaders and politi-
cians at his home.

The nearby property purchases are common knowl-
edge among neighbors such as Schwartz, who say Gates
employees occupy a number of the homes. At least two
of the homes are still occupied by people who sold their

property to a Gates representative in 2003.

Most neighbors are unfazed by the acquisitions and
say the houses and landscaping have been meticulously
cared for since they changed hands.

“Obviously they are people who have some connec-
tion with Microsoft or Bill Gates, but (the houses) are
occupied by families, which is important because it
maintains the character and feel of the neighborhood,”
said Read Langenbach, a real-estate lawyer and former
Medina city councilman. He lives across the street from
one of the properties, which has been converted into a
plant nursery.

Cerrell said the Gates family attempts to be good
neighbors. Gates representatives meet with neighbors
occasionally to discuss any potential problems, he said.

But Paulla Upjohn, who has lived in her waterfront
home since 1951, is not happy with the changes. She said
the home purchases are part of a larger change that began

when the Gates family moved into her neighborhood.
There is more traffic on the narrow streets, she said.
One home two doors away that was bought by a Gates
representative now stands empty, and casual socializing
among neighbors has diminished.
“I have been very happy with them as people,” she said
of the Gates family. “But it's changed the neighborhood.”
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PHILLY STEAK

Exp. 1/31/04

Tel: (310) 434-9668
Fax: (310) 434-9668

FAST FREE DELIVERY

1551 Ocean Ave.
(at Colorado)
in Santa Monica
Catering Available

THE BEST..GUARANTEED!

Top of the line equipment brings the best results.
If you are serious about having carpet that looks new, ask about our guarantee.

OF STAIN
SPOTTER

Call for details

« Top of the line, Truck Mounted equipment
« Reasonable rates, quality service

« On time/satisfaction guarantee

« Environmentally, baby safe cleaners

« Upholstery and fabric stain extraction

« FREE bottle of stain spotter with estimate

3 Blue Ribbon

M. Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning
Locally owned and operated 310-729-2931
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ATTENTION: Back Pain Sufferers...
“FREE Report Reveals The
Shocking Truth About How To
Get Rid Of YOUR Low Back
Pain Once And For All Without
Drugs Or Surgery!”

West LA, CA - A local doc-
tor’s shocking new FREE
report reveals the truth about
using over the counter drugs,
and even prescribed drugs to
fix the real cause of your low
back pain: They don’t work!
If you’ve been told you
need surgery on your low
back, you must find out the
#1 reason most low back
surgery’s are ineffective or at
best only offer short-term
pain relief.
Readers will also discover
what many university studies

have proven to be the most
effective, safest, and longest
lasting treatment for eliminat-
ing YOUR low back pain.

Don’t suffer with your
pain another day because
you don’t have to!

To receive a copy of the
FREE report entitled: “The
Truth About Low Back Pain
And How To Eliminate It
Once And For All Without
Drugs Or Surgery!” call toll-
free 1-888-241-2207 and lis-
ten to the 24 hr. recorded
message.

| Santa Monica Dailp Yress

Home delivery by E-mail

Check the day’s headlines, news stories,
classifieds, comics, horoscopes and
ads all before you leave the house!

FREE SUBSCRIPTIONS AVAILABLE!
For more information, please call:

310.458.Press (7737) or sign up on
our Web site @ www.smdp.com /

\

Has an ‘E-dition!

M

Serving OCEAN PARK and nearby beach communities

M.O_meHartman

Real Estate Services

oceanparkhomes.com

(310)
4485968
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Leadership Series Brings City Budget to Life!

City Budget Basics

Thursday, January 22, 2004
7109 p.m.
Ken Edwards Center
1527 4" Street, Santa Monica

Santa Monica’'s new Finance Director, Steve Stark, and his
staff will explain the municipal budget development
process, financial forecasting, revenue streams and
expenditure restrictions, financial reporting, and more.
The course and materials are free, but registration is
required.

Register for the course
At 310.458.8301 or on-line at
www . santa-monica.org/cmiresidents

City Budget Basics is the first of Santa Monica's
2004 Leadership Series courses, offered
throughout the year and covering a wide variety
of city government-related topics to inform and
engage Santa Monicans. loin us!

a‘
D
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The Ken Edwards Center is accessible to persons with disabilities
and i sarved by Big Blue Buslines 1, 2, 2, 7, 8, 9 and 10.

Internet Connections

Starting at
$46.95/mo!

always on,
always fast

“Since LA Bridge installed
DSL at my home, | have
found the flexibility
to use the Internet|in
a whole new way.”

—Bill Foster,
Apple Computer

each account.includes:
= 2417 Internet connection

= 7 days/week tech support

« 6MB personal web space

= 2 IP adresses

« free local dial-up acct

= over 4000 worldwide dial-up
locations for laptop users who
travel. (a metered service).

X7

LABridge
Internet

786k to7-1M Now Available

Sign-up online at LABridge.com or call 310.228.3626 x3
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Bush to use State of Union
to revive tax proposals

BY SCOTT LINDLAW

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — President Bush
will use next week’s State of the Union
address to try to revive a proposal that
would allow younger workers to invest a
portion of their Social Security taxes in the
stock market, the White House said Friday.

His election-year agenda also calls for
pressing Congress to make already-enact-
ed tax cuts permanent, such as the elimi-
nation of inheritances taxes and reduc-
tions in capital gains taxes. Bush is likely
to renew his push for a new kind of tax-
preferred savings accounts that could be
used for retirement, college, health care or
other purposes.

Bush will address the nation in a tele-
vised speech before a joint session of
Congress at 9 p.m. EST Tuesday, three years
to the day after his inauguration and one day
after the Iowa presidential caucuses.

Approaching a battle for re-election,
Bush will highlight economic growth and
successes in the fight against terrorism,
most notably the capture of deposed Iraqi
President Saddam Hussein. He also will
challenge Congress to address the rising
costs of health care, presidential
spokesman Scott McClellan said.

It will be a stay-the-course message at
a time when his Democratic rivals are
urging a change at the White House.

“He needs to make the case as best he
can that people are better off and more
secure than they were four years ago, and
that maintaining the status quo is the bet-
ter course for the nation,” said Phil
Trounstine, the director of the Survey and
Policy Research Institute at San Jose State
University.

“He has to be political but deft. It can’t
sound like a political speech,” said
Trounstine, a former communications
director for ex-Gov. Gray Davis of
California. “He’s got to sound like he is a
statesman and the leader of the nation, not
a politician and the leader of his party.”

A day after his speech, Bush will cross
the country to emphasize his themes. He
will travel to Toledo, Ohio, and Phoenix
on Wednesday and then visit Roswell,
N.M,, on Thursday before returning home.

Bush held his first speech rehearsal
Friday and planned to go over his remarks
during a weekend stay at Camp David, the
presidential retreat in Maryland’s
Catoctin Mountains.

“We’re meeting our priorities at home
and abroad,” McClellan said. “But I
expect the president will say that there is

much that remains to be done to continue
to make America more secure, more pros-
perous, and more hopeful.”

The partisan atmosphere of the cam-
paign year may diminish the chances of
major action on Bush’s initiatives, some
of which have languished for years. But
the administration hopes that last year’s
approval of sweeping changes in
Medicare and the addition of a prescrip-
tion drug benefit will clear the way for
action on Bush’s proposal to partially pri-
vatize Social Security.

As a candidate, Bush said he would
shore up future funding for Social Security
by giving workers the option of staying in
the current retirement system or investing
a portion of their Social Security taxes in
individual retirement accounts.

Workers who chose to invest would
receive a smaller Social Security benefit
when they retire, which would be supple-
mented by earnings from their investment
accounts.

Bush also is considering whether to
renew his push for lifetime savings
accounts that could be used for any pur-
pose, with tax-free withdrawals, and for
retirement savings accounts in which
money could not be withdrawn tax-free
until the accountholder reached a set age.

As originally proposed last year, con-
tributions to the accounts would not be
tax-deductible. Yearly contributions
would likely be capped at $7,500.

Bush has already announced two large-
scale proposals this month, rather than sav-
ing them for the State of the Union address.

On Jan. 7, he asked Congress to grant
legal status to millions of undocumented
workers in the United States. A week
later, he said he wants to establish a long-
term presence on the moon to serve as a
springboard for ventures deeper into the
solar system.

Rolling out those big initiatives ahead
of the State of the Union garnered Bush
several days of public attention, rather
than one or two if he had saved them for
Tuesday, Trounstine said.

In the State of the Union speech, Bush
is likely to forcefully defend the immigra-
tion initiative against criticism from con-
servatives and from liberals alike, one
administration official said.

One conservative activist who talks to
White House officials often said Bush is
under pressure to call for a constitutional
amendment banning same-sex marriage.

But Bush is unlikely to wade into such
a polarizing issue at the starting gate of an
election year, the activist said.

D.C, LAc. QME

Chiropractic &
Accupuncture

Vita Wellness
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IN ONE LOCATION

Victoia D.ucas 31 0-449-1 222

2222 Santa Monica Blvd.* Ste. 203 * Santa Monica
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Marshals to police trans-Atlantic flights

By The Associated Press

BRUSSELS, Belgium — The United States will
try to strike deals with individual European nations to
place armed sky marshals on trans-Atlantic flights, a top
U.S. official said Friday.

Asa Hutchinson, U.S. undersecretary for transporta-
tion security, sought to convince European civil aviation
officials that armed guards are needed to thwart terrorist
attacks in planes.

While Britain and France were open to the idea, other
European nations were not.

Hutchinson said Washington would therefore move
“with urgency” to pursue deals with individual European
nations to tighten security on trans-Atlantic flights,
including when and how air marshals would be used.

“Ultimately it is the safety of the passengers that is
preeminent,” Hutchinson told reporters.

Hutchinson said he understood European safety con-
cerns about live ammunition on board planes. However,
he said the heightened threat of new terrorist attacks
overshadowed those concerns.

Animals likely the source of SARS

By The Associated Press

GUANGZHOU, China — Investigators have found
evidence that civet cats with the SARS virus were in a
restaurant where a suspected patient worked, adding to
mounting indications that animals are the source of the
disease, a World Health Organization official said Friday.

Also Friday, experts said China’s three SARS cases
this season — one confirmed and two suspected — are
milder than the outbreak that killed 774 people last year,
suggesting they might be caused by a different form of
the flu-like virus.

But the WHO team that spent a week in the southern
city of Guangzhou studying the three cases reached “no
definite conclusions” about possible sources of the dis-
ease, said team leader Dr. Robert Breiman. He also said
WHO doesn’t consider SARS a public health threat, a
timely assurance as millions of Chinese prepare to trav-
el for the Lunar New Year that starts Jan. 22.

In Guangzhou, WHO investigators tested samples
from the restaurant that employed the 20-year-old wait-
ress suspected to have SARS and where civet cat — a
regional delicacy — was on the menu. They found evi-
dence of the SARS virus on cages that held the animals,
Breiman said.

“Not only were there civet cats there, but at some
point civet cats that were carrying the SARS coron-
avirus,” he said at a news conference, adding that
experts also found “many, many cages” with the virus at
two live-animal markets.

Earlier research that suggested a possible link
between civets and the confirmed SARS case prompted
large-scale slaughter of the animals in Guangzhou and
surrounding Guangdong province.

Court denies new Texas map

By The Associated Press

AUSTIN, Texas — The U.S. Supreme Court refused
Friday to block Texas from holding congressional elec-
tions next fall under a hard-fought new map that could
cost the Democrats as many as six House seats.

The map was pushed through the Legislature by the
Republicans last year after months of partisan fighting
that included two out-of-state walkouts by the
Democrats.

Congressional Democrats and others claim the map
dilutes minority voting strength, but that was not at
issue on Friday; the high court has yet to decide whether
to hear that argument.

Instead, the justices rejected an emergency appeal
that sought to stop the state from using the new bound-
aries in next fall’s elections.

“The elections will move forward under the new
map,” said Angela Hale, a spokeswoman for Texas
Attorney General Greg Abbott. Abbott has said repeat-
edly he expects the map to withstand court challenges.

Republicans contend they could capture as many as
22 of Texas’ 32 seats in Congress, up from the current
16. The new map was upheld last week by a Texas-
based federal panel.

Teen turns over ex-Beatle’s autograph

By The Associated Press

NEW YORK — The estate of George Harrison has
settled its lawsuit against a doctor it accused of coercing
the dying ex-Beatle into signing a guitar belonging to
the doctor’s son.

The guitar “will be disposed of privately” and
Harrison’s estate will give a new guitar to Ariel
Lederman, the 14-year-old son of the doctor who treat-
ed Harrison for cancer two weeks before his death,
according to a joint statement read aloud Friday in fed-
eral court. No further details were available.

The settlement came 10 days after the lawsuit was
filed against Dr. Gilbert Lederman, his three children
and his employer, Staten Island University Hospital.

“George Harrison’s music spoke to the heart and soul
of my generation,” said Judge Nicholas G. Garaufis,
who presided over the settlement. He said the agreement
“preserves the dignity and protects the privacy of all
concerned.”

Harrison, 58, died in November 2001 after battling
lung cancer and a brain tumor.

Two weeks before his death, the lawsuit alleged,
Harrison was coerced by Lederman into signing auto-
graphs at a house near the Staten Island hospital.
Lederman directs the hospital’s radiation oncology
department, which is known for treating large tumors
with high doses of radiation.

Bush sidesteps filibusters

By The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — In an election-year slap at filibus-
tering Democrats, President Bush sidestepped Congress
on Friday and installed Mississippi judge Charles
Pickering to the federal appeals court after a two-year bat-
tle filled with racial, religious and regional argument.

Bush elevated Pickering by recess appointment, sim-
ply putting him in office while Congress was out of ses-
sion. Such appointments, bypassing confirmation, are
valid until the next Congress takes office, in this case in
January 2005.

Bush’s action will re-ignite the battle between
Republicans and Democrats over the direction of the
federal courts, a fight already sure to be intense this year
because of the presidential election.

If not confirmed by the Senate before the end of the year,
Pickering would probably retire, supporters suggested.

Pickering, a 66-year-old federal trial judge whom
Bush nominated for a seat on the 5th U.S. Circuit Court
of Appeals in New Orleans, has been waiting for two
years for confirmation. But Democrats have repeatedly
blocked Republican efforts to bring the nomination to a
vote in the Senate.

“I’m grateful to the president for his continued confi-
dence and support,” Pickering told The Associated Press
from his home in Mississippi. “I look forward to serving
on the 5th Circuit.”

Labels say, “Where’s the beef — from?”’

By The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The food industry offered
Friday to develop a voluntary meat, fish and produce
labeling system to inform shoppers where food came
from, trying to persuade Congress to scrap a govern-
ment-imposed country-of-origin labeling requirement.

“There is widespread agreement that the mandatory
program is too costly and unworkable in the real world,”
said Tom Stenzel, president of the United Fresh Fruit
and Vegetable Association.

The labeling issue has caught renewed interest in
Congress with the discovery last month that a Holstein
in Washington state had tested positive for mad cow dis-
ease. After the discovery, officials had difficulty deter-
mining where the cow came from but eventually found
that it was born in Canada.

But a 2002 law taking effect next fall, which requires
labels on meat, seafood, vegetables and fruit specifying
countries of origin, has been opposed by the industry as
too cumbersome and expensive.

At first the Agriculture Department estimated the
requirement would cost $1.9 billion in the first year but
later raised that to $3.9 billion. Industry representatives
said the cost would be $10 billion over the first 10 years.

A government spending bill, which the Senate is to
take up next week, would delay the labeling require-
ment for two years. Opponents of the Agriculture
Department regulation hoped the offer of a voluntary
system would push Congress to approve the delay and
subsequently scrap the government labeling rule.

Court to decide on imprisoned Cubans

By The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Supreme Court agreed
Friday to decide if authorities can indefinitely imprison
hundreds of Cuban immigrant criminals and other ille-
gal foreigners with no country to accept them.

About 2,220 such people are in jail now, in limbo
because the U.S. government says they’re too dangerous
to be freed but they have no homeland.

The Bush administration wants the Supreme Court to
say that longtime detentions are acceptable, especially
in light of post-Sept. 11 concerns about protecting
America’s borders.

But the government narrowly lost the last time the
issue came before the court. Justices ruled in 2001 that
it would be unconstitutional to indefinitely detain legal
immigrants who have already served time for crimes. In
this follow-up case, justices will decide if people in
America illegally have the same rights.

Solicitor General Theodore Olson warned justices
that they could create a “back door into the United
States” for dangerous foreigners.

The test case involves a now-45-year-old man who
fled Cuba with thousands of other people in 1980.
Daniel Benitez was sent to prison in Florida for armed
robbery, burglary, battery and other crimes.
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$15 Special

FREE California Roll & FREE Miso Soup

with $15 purchase or more

Buy 1 get second item free
Exp. Jan. 31, 2004

2645 LINCOLN BLVD.IN SANTA MONICA
(AT OCEAN PARK INSIDE THOMAS’ COFFEE SHOP)

(310) 452-2265

+ Tax & Envuronmental
Fee, Most Cars.

|YOUR NEXT JIFFY LUBE

Signature Service Oil Change.

+ a FREE VIP Card

($30 value. See store for details.)

Bring in this coupon to the Santa Monic:
tal fee, most cars, up to 5 quarts, for a complete Signature Service Oil Change. Not valid with
other discounts or offers of synthetic oil. OFFER EXPIRES 2/29/04.

Each Jiffy Lube is independently owned and operated.

2344 Pico Blvd. in Santa Monica (at Cloverfield)

-a Jiffy Lube and pay $21.99 plus tax and environmen

SM-DP 8

(310) 392-1994

SUN ¢ FUN » GREAT FOOD

BEER  WINE « MUSIC

SPORTS TV « 2 OUTDOOR PATIOS
SMOKING ALLOWED
REASONABLE PRICES! CHILDREN WELCOME!

1615 Ocean Front, Santa Monica (310) 393-2666

At Santa Monica Beach in front of the historic merry-go round, just
below & southeast of the pier. This location has been here since 1902
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CLASSIFIEDS

S3°° per day.Up to 15 words, 20 cents gach additional word.

Call 310-458-7737 and promote your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 15,000.

CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative

Employment

For Sale

Furniture

Pets

Boats

$3 - 5K per week income poten-
tial work from home, NOT MLM.
(800)570-3782 Ext. 4020.

AUTO DETAILER wanted. No
experience required will train.
California drivers license/clean
DMV required. Apply with DMV
printout P/T.F/T $7/hr 310-459-
6800, Greg

BEAUTY STYLIST'S for new
Fantastic Sams Salon in Santa
Monica. Guarantee 9/hr and up.
(310)890-1222

CASHIERS AND Hourly Super-
visor. FT/PT Must be reliable,
excellent customer svc skills &
available weekends. Must have
experience in low-carb diet! Ap-
ply in person.Pure Foods 1820
Wilshire Blvd, SM. EOE.

COMPANION  SOUGHT to
keep generous gentleman hap-
py. Photo and details to
hupenzwecklos@hotmail.com

CONFUSED ABOUT YOUR
CAREER? TIRED OF NOT
GETTING PAID WHAT
YOU’RE WORTH?
DUE TO A MAJOR IN-
CREASE IN BUSINESS
FROM OUR LOYAL CUS-
TOMERS, SANTA
MONICA NISSAN IS SEEK-
ING UP TO 22 APPLICANTS
WITH
NO PREVIOUS
AUTOMOBILE
SALES _ EXPERIENCE!
INTERVIEWS- TWO DAYS
ONLY! MON. JAN. 19TH &
TUES. JAN. 20TH. 9:30AM-
6:30PM DRESS FOR
INTERVIEW- NO PHONE
CALLS PLEASE
(1599 SANTA MONICA
BLVD)

DENTIST Santa Monica Office
Tuesday, Wed.& Thursday.
Minimum 3 years experience.
Call Nicole 310-828-7429

FIGURE MODEL wanted. Fit fe-
male model wanted for figure
drawing by artist. No experi-
ence necessary. Call (818)501-
0266

[FULL OR PART-TIME
EMPLOYMENT ADULT DA
HEALTH CARE IN MARINA
DEL REY IS LOOKING FOR
MASTER IN SOCIAL WORK,
RN & KITCHEN AIDE
310-821-3599 FAX 310-821-
13387

GREAT OPPORTUNITY in Re-
tail Awaits You! Assistant Man-
ager and P/T Position Needed.
Must have experience! Apply at
ONE 332-C Santa Monica Blvd.
between 3rd & 4th Streets
310-576-6980

Ask for Bobby

HOUSEKEEPER IN S.M., live-
out, cook, clean, drive, referen-
ces and clean DMV record
$250/ week 310-386-7466

IMMEDIATE OPENING for full
or part time Retail Sales Per-
son. Apply in person Mon-Sat
10am-6pm. Wilshire West Fine
Paper, 3023 Wilshire Blvd San-
ta Monica.

MEDUSA HAIR Salon In Venice
is looking for P/T Receptionist
323-974-0966 fax resume 714-
800-7325

Jewelry
Wanted
Travel
Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos Rent
Houses for Rent

Roomates

Commerical Lease

MODERN OCEAN PARK
STUDIO APARTMENT, VIEWS
SKYLIGHTS, MEZZANINE-
WALK-IN CLOSETS, EURO
STYLE KITCHEN, VERTICAL
BLINDS, PRIVATE BALCONY,
PRIVATE PATIO, YARD &
PARKING. BLOCKS TO
BEACH AND MAIN STREET.
$1,400/MO INCLUDES UTIL.
MICHAEL 310-396-9387

MUSCLEMAG INTERNATION-
AL, Recognized Leader in the
health and fitness retail market
is looking for: Full-time & part-
time sales associates (proven
record in retail sales;health and
fitness enthusiasts:excellent
customer service skills)

3002 Main Street

Santa Monica, CA 90405

Note: We are also looking for
store manager and assistant
store manager positions (future
openings). Please fax or e-mail
your resume to 310-399-5758
venicebeach
@emusclemag.com
Attn:Jolene Pride, Visit our web-
site at www.canusagroup.com

NANNY NEEDED for Santa
Monica family w/preschool
children. Fit, 40, excellent
English, refs., and drivers
license required. Leave
message for Kasey
310-581-8891

THE DAILY Press is seeking
Advertising Interns for the
spring semester. This is a fan-
tastic opportunity to jump into
advertising. Flexible hours, col-
lege credit available. Email re-
sume to ross@smdp.com.

THE DAILY PRESS IS
SEEKING NEWSROOM
INTERNS FOR THE SPRING
SEMESTER. FLEXIBLE
HOURS AND A GREAT
WORKING ENVIRONMENT.
GAIN EXPERIENCE IN
JOURNALISM WORKING
FOR THE ONLY DAILY
LOCAL NEWSPAPER IN
SANTA MONICA. IF
INTERESTED, E-MAIL
RESUME TO
HEATHER@SMDP.COM

WANTED:MALE CARE-GIVER
for quadriplegic. Mon-Fri 7am-
9am at $15/hr Santa Monica lo-
cation 310-453-2274

WORK P/T No experience
needed, evenings, $8/hr, flexi-
ble schedule. Call (888)263-
9886 .

YOUR AD
HERE

ADVERTISE!!!

Santa Monica Daily
Press Classifieds

CHERRY CABINET 39x19x26

And 2-drawer desk51x27x28
Inside shelf $90 310-395-6653

C Tora

OF SANTA MONICA

’02 Ford Escape XLT
V6, Automatic A/C P/window
P/lock, tilt, CD, white leather

(ID#2KB22246) $17,895

’95 Ford Escort
LX Wagon, Auto, A/C, P/S,
P/B, roof rack, great
transportation car!
(ID#SW213592) $3,985

’02 Ford Explorer Sport
V6, automatic, alloys,
R/WI/P/L, tilt, CD, roof rack
(ID#2UB54578) $14,989

’02 Ford F15¢ AL

CREVWEME /8. o,

Wl \Cl ) LJADED!
(ID#2F \24622) $19,995

’02 Chev Tahoe L/S
Dual A/C, CD, Dual P/seats,
third seat, alloys, much more!

(ID#193678) $23,985

’98 Honda CR-V
Sport utility, 4x4,
4-door, auto, A/C, CD,
alloys, P/S, P/B, PIW
(ID#WC107541) $11,895

'98 Ford Windstar
V6, AIC, P/W, P/L,
ABS, low miles
(ID#WBA93645) $7,995

PLUS TAX, LICENSE & DOCUMENT
FEE ON ALL VEHICLES

1230 Santa Monica Blvd.

310-451-1588

Real Estate

Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage

Services
Computer Services
Attorney Services

Claude Short
Auto Sales Dealer

’01 DODGE
DURANGO R/T
VIN 544097 Loaded, Leather
only 31K, 1Towner $19995

94 JAGUAR XJ6
VIN 687617 Pristine cond.
6 disc changer wire wheels

$10995

95 MERCEDES
BENZ S-320
VIN 280961 six disc changer
Black beauty $19995

97 BMW 328i
convertible VIN T98113 Super
clean low miles $19995

98 DODGE RAM2500
PickupVIN 234380 Camper
shell chrome wheels
reduced $9500

’03 DODGE VIPER
VIN 500992 Rare red car w/
black top 43 mls $92500

94 FORD BRONCO
Eddie Bauer 4x4
VIN B55118 Immaculate
Leather Loaded $9995

2501 Lincoln Blvd.
in Venice

(310) 395-3712

Daily Press Glassified

Business Opportunities

Yard Sales

Health and Beauty

Fitness

Wealth and Success

Lost and Found

Personals
Obituaries

\J
INFINITT

of Santa Monica

#’03 Infiniti G35%
4,600 Miles! Must See! Save
Money, Fully Loaded (M22465)

7’95 BMW 525i *
Low Mileage, Mint Condition
(GK84022)

03 Infiniti G35 Sedan#
DVD Navi, Prem whis, Loaded
(v006982)

700 Infiniti Q457
ANNIVERSARY EDITION!
Hard to find (301468)

#’02 Audi ABL*
FULLY LOADED! Premium Whis.
Bose Premium Sound (001079)

#’02 Honda S2000+
4-Cyl. 2.0L VTEC, Leather,
6-Speed, Manuel (8767P)

#'02 Lexus 1S300 #

Sport Cross, LOADED! Prem
Wheels, Leather (043651)

#°00 Volvo V70 XC AWD #

SE Wagon
2.4L Turbo, Moon, alloys
VALUE PRICED! (v707506)

1401 Santa Monica Blvd.

310-394-1888

infinitiofsantamonica.com

OF SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

(AR,

As Low as 1.9%
Financing on
Selected Models on
Approved Credit.
Limited Term.

2002 LEXUS 1S 300
SPORT CROSS

4D, Hatchback, Moon, Rear
Spoiler, Lthr (042025)

2003 VW BEETLE

GL Turbo Hatchback, 2D,
Automatic (424228)

2001 VW JETTA GLS

4D Sedan, Automatic, Alloys,
Moom Roof (173214)

1999 LEXUS ES 300

4D Sedan, 4-SD, Alloys
Moon Roof (163767)

1999 LEXUS LS 400

4D Sedan, 5-SD, Auto
Moon Roof (145356)

1100 Santa Monica Bivd

(310) 319-1661

LAcarGUYcom

“My organizing services have certainly branched out along
the Westside due to the exposure in the Santa Monica Daily
Press. Busy families need organization and the response I
have received from the directory has proved to be very ben-
eficial. Whether you are a computer tutor or mover remind
yourself to place an ad in the directory and hire a profes-
sional organizer to ensure more progress within your home.”

a pleasure.”

a great daily.”

all your help.

— Christine Cohen

“I’ve gotten great response from my ad and a lot of jobs.
You provide wonderful customer service and your rates are
well within my budget. Dealing with nice people is always

— Frank, Realistic Roofing

“It's great to have a Santa Monica daily back for our com-
munity that gives excellent service.”
— Howard Greenburg, Howard Management group

“I get lots of calls on my ads. Your service is impeccable.
You take care of my needs & remind me of renewals. Your
cover everything of what is important in Santa Monica. Your

— Diego Guida

“Recently I placed an advertisement for employment for my
restaurant located on the Promenade. The response I
received was tremendous. This was my first experience with
Santa Monica Daily Press. Mitch Troy made my experience
easy and pleasurable and I will not hesitate to call Mitch for
any future advertisement needs. Thank you Daily Press for

— Jim Rickwalt, Johnnie’s Italian Restaurant
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READ THROUGH THE BIBLE

Three chapters a week starting with the book of Roman

Where: Velocity Cafe 2127 Lincoln Blvd., Santa Monica
(between Ocean Park & Pico)

Time: 7:00 p.m to 9:00 p.m.
Sponsored By: Westside Calvary Chapel

FOR INFORMATION: 310-712-3411
WWW.WESTSIDECALVARYCHAPEL.ORG

Pay tribute
oa -
loved one.

Now offering obituary listin
For more details call the D

310.458.7737 ext. 111

CENTURY WEST PROPERTIES
EXCEPTIONAL WESTSIDE RENTALS
LEASING CENTER

1437 SEVENTH STREET, SUITE 200
SANTA MONICA

COMPLEMENTARY RENTAL LIST &
LEASING CONSULTATION

WALK-INS WELCOME 10AM — 6PM DAILY
(310) 899-9580

ETOYOTA

SANTA MANICA

NewDeals 4
NewYears!

’02 FORD FOCUS
4-door, ZTS
(2W176696) $7,750

’03 ECLIPSE GTS
LOADED, BIk, 8K miles
(3E083774) $18,995

’03 COROLLA LE
Power windows and locks
(32062970) $11,995

°01 JEEP CHEROKEE
LTD, 4x4
(IL555866) $12,995

’03 COROLLA LE
Power windows and locks
(3Z111168) $12,995

’03 TOYOTA ECHO
(30259027) $10,495

00 AUDITT
Silver, turbo
(Y1013178) $18,995

AD EXPIRES 1/31/04
All advertised prices exclude gov-
ernment fees and taxes, any
finance charges, any dealer doc-
ument preparation charges, and
any emission testing charge.

HURRY TO:
832 Santa Monica Blvd.

800-944-4157
LAcarGUYcom

DRUM LESSONS in your
home! Great w/children & be-

ginners, first lesson FREE! Call
Tom (310)422-2699.

SAT TUTORING; Experienced
USC Berkley educated tutor will
come to your home. No re-
quired packages, pay as you
go. SATI, SAT II, ACT, ISEE.
Call Jaimie (310)714-0242.

TUTORING, ASSISTIVE Tech-
nology disability rights advo-
cate. Except Algebra/Geometry,
Children, adults and seniors
w/disability. Call Karen
(310)470-6357.

310-394-9833

*One year lease minimum term. Utilities, Stove, & Refrigerator included.

ENJOY LIFE ON THE 3RD STREET PROMENADE

GREAT LIVE/WORK SPACE

Walk to the Beach @ Pedestrian Lifestyle ¢ Beautiful Studio Apts. from $1,100 per month

MP

MAITRCRCLITAM Paritie

2 BEDROOM, 1 1/2 Bath, North
of Montana. Garage & vyard
$3,500/mo. 310-382-6415

3RD STREET PROMENADE
Apts. Ocean views, remodeled
units 1+1, $1500-$2000, 2+2
$2100-$2500. 1453 3rd Street.
MOVE IN SPECIALS!
(310)862-1000.

(asa Loma Apartment
101 Dudley Ave. Venice

NOW LEASING!

Steps to the beach
Singles and Studios
$695.00 to $1095.00

MOVE IN SPECIAL
FIRST MONTH FREE!
(Requires S.D. & 1 yr. lease)
1-888-399-1166

NEW STUDIO Apartments
available. $1075-$1345.  Six
blocks to beach. Promenade
area! (310)656-0311

SANTA MONICA 1 bedroom
condo,endunit, quiet 6Plex,
prime location. 1 block North of
Montana, gourmet kitchen,
Italian tile, patio & French
doors, hardwood floors,garage
+storage, 1 year lease,
$1900/mo. Call for appointment.
(323)222-8929.

SANTA MONICA $1250/mo. 2
bedroom/ 1 bath. Appliances,
no pets, parking, 1935 Clover-
field Blvd. #18 Santa Monica,
Ca. 90404 Manager in #19.

SANTA MONICA $1850/mo. 2
bedroom, 2 bath, prime loca-
tion, parking available, hard-
wood floors.(310)451-2178.

SANTA MONICA Best
location, 1bdrm/1bath Large
den,just redecorated. $1345/mo
1318 Euclid #3 310-395-1495

SANTA MONICA Guest House,

t/s, fireplace, pool, yard, short-

term avail, $1000
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA shared apt,

pvt rm, pvt bath, r/s, balcony,

gated parking, $500.00
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA shared apt,

pvt rm, dwasher, laundry, near

SMC, util. incld, $500
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA Triplex, pet

ok, r/s, hrdwd flrs, quiet, remod,

util incld, $1175
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA Triplex, /s,
hrdwd flIrs, garden, fenced yard,
blinds, gardens, $1500
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA, 1+1,
balcony, hrdwd flrs,

month-to-month, $750
www.westsiderentals.com

pet ok,
parking,

ROQUE &
MARK Co.

2802 Santa Monica Bivd.

310-828-7525
SALES - RENTALS

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

RENTALS AVAILABLE
NO PETS ALLOWED

SANTA MONICA

927 3rd St. $1300

Upper 1 bed, garage,

new carpet, blinds, &
kitchen/bath tile

1043 5th St. $1350
Upper 1 bed, berber carpet,
fridge, stove & dishwasher

1501 Washington $1525
Lower 2 bed, garage,
2 patios, laundry room

1224 12th st. $1595
Upper 2 bed, 1.5 bath,
balcony, near Wilshire Blvd

BRENTWOOD
WLA/MAR VISTA

10900 S.M. Bivd,
West LA, $800
Lower single, new carpet,
new linoleum, near UCLA

649 Barrington,
Brentwood, $1150
Upper 1 bed, new carpet &
blinds, brand new kitchen, pool

12258 Montana,
Brentwood, $1950
2 bed, 1.75 bath, gated entry
& park, new carpet & linoleum

FOR MORE LISTINGS GO0 TO

WWW.ROQUE-MARK COM

SANTA MONICA, dog ok, f/s,

dishwasher, crpt, fireplace,
laundry, parking, $1200
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, pet ok, /s,

hrdwd flrs, pool, near frwy,

prkng, util. incld, $740
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, r/s, micro-

wave, bright, carpet, Ig closets,

quiet, parkng, $925
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, upper,

hrdwd flrs, laundry, garage,

month-to-month, $950
www.westsiderentals.com

SM 2+2 1/2 2 car garge, direct
acces to unitlaundry room.
Near  Wilshire ~ $2600/mo.
(310)439-2073.

WLA $1390/MO. 2 Bedrooms, 1
bath, hardwood floors, large
kitchen (310)391-8880.

Houses For Rent

WLA $3,000/MO 3 BEDROOM
2 BATH,LARGE DEN & YARD
CLEAN,QUIET &
CONVENIENT 310-455-2415

Roommates

- or
rent: N. of Wilshire,
$700/month. First and last
month rent. Seeking Male or
Female, 20-30, employed, re-
sponsible, to share with Fe-
male. Please call for appt.
(310)393-2955.

BUSINESSMAN WOULD like to
rent a room in your Santa
Monica home. 213-280-6789

Commercial Lease

SANTA MONICA
OFFICES

* CHARMING MEDITERRANEAN STYLE
* NEAR PROMENADE - WINDOWS OPEN
* GARDEN COURTYARD BUILDING

* TELEPHONE SYSTEM INCLUDED

* NEW PAINT AND CARPET

* FURNISHED AVAILABLE

* SHORT OR LONG TERM

* PARKING INCLUDED

*2TO 4 ROOMS

* AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY

310.395.4620

$1450.00 AND UP

MDR SHARE space. New suite,
3 space in small Law Firm. Law
Library, Conference Room, Re-
ceptionist, Copier, DSL, Parking
Available, 90 Freeway close.
Starting at $800. (310)553-
0756.

OFFICE SPACE. 235-340 Sq
Ft. Reasonable. 19th &
Colorado Santa Monica
310-453-4427

SANTA MONICA 1334 Lincoln
Blvd 1140 sq/ft $2200/mo. and
600 sq/ft 1300/mo. Can com-
bine. E. Keasbey (310)477-
3192.

SM/OCEAN PARK: room avail-
able in well located Chiropractic
& Acupuncture office 3 days

per/wk  $500/mo.  Jasmine
(310)392-9596.
WILSHIRE BLVD. in Santa

Monica from 500 sq/ft & up. Re-
tail  $2.75/per sqft. Office
$1.85/per sqft. Surrounded by
new buildings such as St
Johns, UCLA & Santa Monica
Hospital. Call (310)289-0499.

Real Esate

SANTA MONICA
1617 BROADWAY

New modern building. Large operable
windows in each office. Includes telephones,
T1 Internet, receptionist, full use of conference
room, fully furnished, high ceilings.

Available now! From $800/mo.

310-401-6111

|-'

AGAPE ESTATES
Pride of Ownership
Homes and Units
Realtor and Developer
Call Today
310-745-4847

Buy or Sell Tomorrow

Real Estate Wanted

MOTIVATED BUYER: | buy
houses any area, any price,

condition .
CaII (310)422-4933 .
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GARAGE FOR rent storage
only 10x20 $125/mo. (310)586-
6490.

[ Wassage |

$10 OFF/AD THERAPY &
RELAX 1227 LINCOLN BLVD
#201 SANTA MONICA
(323)630-9506

BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal
your body, mind, spirit. Thera-
peutic, Swedish, Deep-tissue.
Energy balancing. Strictly non-
sexual. Introductory specials
from $50.00/1hr. Lynda, L.M.T.
(310)749-0621

DEEP TISSUE THERAPY
$40/FLAT PROFESSIONAL
AND NURTURING. | WILL
ALSO TRADE MASSAGE
PAUL (310)741-1901.

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong
and tender relaxing bodywork
by mature European. Professio-
nal Lady Sonja (310)397-0433.

COPPER REPIPE SPECIALIST

LOW WATER PRESSURE? RUSTY
UNSAFE WATER? GETTING SCALDED?
We specialize in Copper Repipe of
private homes & apartments. Call us!
Senior Citizen Discount

FREE Estimates
1-877-379-9455

SoL's PLUMBING

& FREE
WATER HEATER

U

q

: Lic#767143 Bonded & Ins.

d

ALL WORK IS GUARANTEED
AALWAYS A CLEAN QUALITY JOB!

OCEAN THERAPY: nice relax-
ing massage Spanish & Asian
Staff (310)899-3709.

SENSUAL MASSAGE $100
Special Sensual full body
massage. Young, fit, positive
attitude, fun & playful! Outcall
only very discreet & classy.
Mara 310-797-2153

WESTSIDE BOMBSHELL
Sparkling green eyes, 5727, fit
and toned. Naturally busty,
soothing sensual touch, full
body massage. Crystal 310-
339-6709 In/Out *Special Rate
for Outcalls*

Announcements

ALZHEIMER’S SUPPORT GROUP
meeting. Last Wednesday of
the month; at Sunrise Assisted
Living, Pacific Palisades call
(310)573-9545/Linda.

COMMERCIAL

Residential Remodel
HONEST & RELIABLE
FREE ESTIMATES

SESESREESRaRe
310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

A1 CONSTRUCTION, framing,

drywall, electrical. 30 years in
this area. Free estimate.
(310)415-

(310)475-0497 or
7134.

HOME THEATER AND MUSIC:
system design, installing and
troubleshooting. 16 years expe-
rience with audio/video sys-
tems, satellite, cable, telephone
and computer networks.
(310)450-6540.

DENTAL
EMERGENCY?

o Evening hours + emergency services
® Root Canals, Crowns, Veneers

e 20+ years of experience

e UCLA Graduate

o Most insurances accepted

e Cosmetic Dentistry

Dr. David Taft, DDS
310-315-3676

UCLA Parkside Medical

2428 SANTA MONICA BLVD., SUITE 303 * SANTA MONICA

MARCO TELECOM: Phone
jacks, installation & repair. Re-
wiring phone line, splitting busi-
ness. (310)301-1926, pager:
(310)351-7673.

PAINTING TOP QUALITY A&A
custom,Interior And Exterior .
Free Quote. Jeff Arrieta
(310)560-9864.

GARAGE SALE! Portable A/C,
refrigerator, futon, corner
armoire & more!

Call 310-454-0160 happy.Razz-
nik@verizon.net

Business Opps

ABSOLUTE GOLDMINE! 60
Vending machines with excel-
lent locations all for $10,995.
(800)234-6982.

INVESTOR WANTED to open
large, upscale dollar store in
Santa Monica.$70k Big Profits
213-280-6789

LOCAL VENDING route 60 ma-
chines. Locations included, all
for $10.995. (800)509-7909.

Yard Sales

APARTMENT SALE Everything
must go! ltems from A-Z
Saturday,January 17 & Sunday
January 18. 8am-4pm

1321 Wellesley Ave. Near
Bundy and Santa Monica Blvd.

MOVING SALE Dining set, New
living room chair, New tv. &
ver,New bedroom set
310-822-7958

Have Fun Getting
FIT By the BEACH

Feel Better....Lose Weight....Improve your Health!

Inquire About Our Way to
Wellness Program! Exercise,
Eating & Stress Management ...
All'In One Great Program!

Located at the Loews
Santa Monica Beach Hotel

310-842-5657

TAI CHI/I-CHIUNG classes in
Santa Monica call for info.
(626)429-6360.

Facials * Yoga * Pilates » Therapeutic Massage
Pregnancy & Post-pregnancy services
BRING IN A FRIEND FOR YOGA AND SHE'S FREE!

(310) 458-8190

Dr. Lisa Masterson, M.D.

1333 Ocean Avenue in Santa Wonica

Lost & Found

FOUND EDUCATED Cat, mix
breed, neutered male. 2 years,
13 Ibs. Top of his body is gray
with black stripes and the un-
derside is white. He has white
legs with a black spot on one
rear leg and the other is black.
Found 9/30/03 on 2nd Street.
Call 310-395-6331 $500.00
Reward

Personals

FINANCIAL SECURE 70 seek-
ing 50 plus, petite, secure lady
for companion, travel, hiking,
homelife. (310)452-3131.

MOTHER SEARCHING FOR
DOUG HESSMAN, CANNOT
TALK. BELIEVED TO BE IN
STREET, WANTED HOME.
$1,000 REWARD GETTING
HIM HOME TO MOTHER.
(310)453-4506.

SPIRITUAL CLEANSING
BY LAURA

Meditation Healings
Answers All Life Questions

$250-3500 per hour

Established & Licensed
for 40 years

Morning Hours: 310-370-7659
Afternoon Hours: 310-374-9157

Located in Redondo Beach

AWARD
PAINTING

When Quadlity Counts!
mExcellent References
mKnowledgable, Professional
u Affordable Pricing
u Mastercard / Visa
mFaux Finishing
u Proper Preparation
mBeautiful Finish Work
u Safisfaction Guaranteed

Call Dave Ward for a
Free Estimate:
(310) 641-1235

30+ Years

__I Experience

Lic. 502762

Insured

DAVIS
PLUMBING

Specializing in
repipes, earthquakes,
valves, remodeling

and water heaters

FREE
ESTIMATES

RICK
310-809-3884

B.C. HAULING clean-up; all
types big truck; hydrolic liftgate
-small truck. No Saturdays.
(310)714-1838.

BEST MOVERS
No job too small
2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR

Fully insured. We make it EZ.
Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!
Since 1975 Lic. T-163844

(323) 997-1193

GET ORGANIZED!
for filing system set-ups,
unpacking from a major move,
uncluttering closets and
other home/office paper
management problems, etc.

HIRE A PROFESSIONAL
ORGANIZER!
Call Christine Cohen:
310-274-4988

Member: National Association of Professional Organizers

KITCHEN & Bath Remodeling,
Room additions.Free estimate
Lic#615195 -(888)907-6444

¢ IROPMAN

Herhamon Servce &
L e, [T & M

3238419747
Pree Exirmaies. Pl ricnuly ]

NBM CONSTRUCTION
Room Additions, Remodel,
Electric, Plumbing, Carpentry
(888) 420-5866

Lic#745354

SEr Stee's 24
DISCOUNT
PLUMBING

DRAINS « HEAT
RESIDENTIAL = COMMERCIAL

(310) 439-7771 au erices necommaie
1596 OFF WITH THIS AD

NOTICETO
READERS:

California law requires that
contractors taking jobs that
total $500 or more (labor or
materials) be licensed by the
Contractors State License
Board. State law also requires
that contractors include their
license number on all
advertising. You can check the
status of your licensed
contractor at www.cslb.ca.gov
or 800-321-CSLB. Unlicensed
contractors taking jobs that
total less than $500 must state
in their advertisements that
they are not licensed by the
Contractors State License
Board.

“JENNY CAN CLEAN-IT”
fast, reliable. We take care of
your cleaning, own transporta-
tion. $40 (818)705-0297.

KIM'S CHRISTMAS TREES

Finest Quality and Service

We offer tree removal.
Call for an appointment.
»

(310) 828-5467

PICTURE FRAMES custom
made by professional (310)980-
2674.

PAINTING

Highest Quality

Clean/On Time
Many Local References

310-475-6488

BRICK
REPAIR

GUTTER
CLEANING

Quick Responses. Call:

310-475-0864

WALLPAPER REMOVAL &
INSTALLATION
wall texture/ painting Glenn’s
Wallpaper Service.
(310)686-8505.

When You Get Ready to Fix Up, Call Us!
NED PARKER
CONSTRUCTION

Bonded & Insured - Lic#658-486
PAINTING * CARPENTRY « ROOFING
CONCRETE * ELECTRICAL

323.871.8869

Business Services

MORTGAGE NOTE.

CALY

Computer Services

COMPUTER HELP: Your office
or home. Typing, tutorial, Micro-
soft Word, Excel, Access, inter-
net navigation, software instal-
lation. Also, notary public serv-
ices. (310)207-3366

SALES CONSULTANT; Retail,
Wholesale & Manufacturing.
Training, strategy & business
development. Founder of Million
Dollar Businesses. John
310-739-3287

VERY PATIENT friendly & af-
fordable repairs, set-ups, train-
ing networks and more! Digital
Duchess. (310)395-6884.

Classified Advertising Conditions :REGULAR RATE: s2.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 20¢ per word per day. Ad must run a minimum of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First two words caps
no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra. Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit after an ad has run more than once. DEAD-
LINES: 4:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 4:00 p.m. PAYMENT: All private party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of
course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our offices 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, (310)458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press, P.O.
Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406 or stop in at our office located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Ste. 202. OTHER RATES: For information about the professional services directory or classified display ads,
please call our office at (310)458-7737.
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PEOPLE IN THE NEWS

Jamie Foxx and sister plead not guilty in battery case

By The Associated Press

B NEW ORLEANS — Comedian Jamie Foxx and
his sister pleaded not guilty Friday to charges from a
fight with police officers and security guards last year at
Harrah’s New Orleans Casino.

Foxx and younger sister Deidra Dixon both attended
the hearing, where a Feb. 3 trial date was set. Neither
commented after entering their pleas.

The two were arrested April 26 after police said they
and a group of their friends refused to show identifica-
tion at the door, then entered the casino and refused
requests to leave.

The 36-year-old actor and his sister were charged
with two counts each of battery on a police officer caus-
ing injury, a felony, and one count of disturbing the
peace, a misdemeanor. Dixon also is charged with
resisting an officer, another misdemeanor.

Authorities said that when police tried to handcuff
Dixon, she struggled, freed one of her hands and began
swinging the handcuffs still attached to the other hand,
hitting a police officer in the face.

A hearing on various motions was scheduled for later
Friday but neither defendant was required to attend.

B NEW YORK — Ozzy Osbourne is back home
after injuring himself in an all-terrain vehicle accident in
England more than a month ago.

His wife, Sharon Osbourne, told her talk-show audi-
ence during the episode she taped Thursday in Los
Angeles that her husband had returned to their house in
Beverly Hills, Calif., the previous night.

“I am so happy he’s home I can’t begin to tell you, but
my poor husband is in so much agony, still in so much
pain, he couldn’t sleep all night and the one thing is ... he’s
got this metal rod ... instead of a collarbone now,” she said
during “The Sharon Osbourne Show” airing Jan. 22.

“I am just so happy that he’s home ‘cause all the time I
... felt so lonely, like I’ve lost something,” she added. “You

know that feeling when you know you’ve lost something
and what is it? It’s like, ‘Oh, it’s my husband!””

The 55-year-old metal star stopped breathing twice
and was in a coma for eight days after the Dec. 8 crash.

He fractured his collarbone, eight ribs and a neck ver-
tebra when the 600-pound vehicle he was riding flipped
and landed on top of him at his estate in
Buckinghamshire, southern England. He spent a week
on a ventilator.

B KINGSTON, Jamaica — Grammy-winning dee-
jay and dancehall rapper Beenie Man was recovering
after undergoing surgery for injuries he suffered in a
Jamaica car crash, his manager said Friday.

While driving alone on a highway early Thursday
morning, Beenie Man’s Hummer went off the road at a
curve and flipped, police said.

The 30-year-old rapper broke two ribs and punctured a
lung, but doctors at St. Joseph’s Hospital said Friday he had
“improved significantly,” said manager Patrick Roberts.

“His lungs are back to normal, and he is speaking,”
Roberts said. “We hope he’ll be out of the hospital in a
few days.”

Beenie Man, whose real name is Anthony Moses
Davis, has been one of the biggest names in dancehall
for nearly a decade. In 1998, he broke into U.S. charts
with hit single “Who Am I” and accompanying album
“Many Moods of Moses,” which became a minor hit in
the United States.

In 1999, Beenie Man signed with Virgin Records.
“Art and Life,” his first album for the company, won
the Grammy Award for best reggae album in 2001. His
last album, “Tropical Storm,” was released by Virgin in
late 2002.

B LOS ANGELES — LaToya Jackson broke a toe
while rehearsing for a music video for her upcoming
single “Just Wanna Dance,” her business partner said.

Michael Jackson’s sister was rehearsing in Las Vegas
on Saturday when she broke the big toe on her left foot,
Jeffre Phillips said Thursday.

“The base to a microphone stand fell off a speaker
and landed right on her toe,” he said. “She was rushed
to the hospital.”

She will be “out of commission” for 10 to 12 days,
Phillips said. She was told to stay off her feet until
Friday, when she can start walking around. “She is
scheduled to go back in the studio in two weeks,”
Phillips said. There will be another week of rehearsals,
then the video shoot will begin, he said.

Her album, “Startin’ Over,” from Ja-Tail Records,
LLC, is due out in early spring.

Jackson, 47, had planned to travel to Santa Maria Friday
to support her brother during his arraignment on child
molestation charges, Phillips said, but canceled the trip
because “she is in so much pain. Her foot is so swollen.”

B BOSTON — He’s conducted all over the world,
but James Levine says when it came time to choose an
orchestra to lead, he was drawn to Boston.

“It’s a great orchestra, it has a great tradition, a great
commissioning tradition, a great hall, a great community,
an audience that supports it properly,” Levine said of the
Boston Symphony Orchestra on Thursday as he discussed
his future as the symphony’s newest music director.

At a concert Thursday night, the orchestra performed
Dvorak’s Symphony No. 8, Mozart’s Symphony No. 31,
“Paris,” and “Partita” and “Micomicon,” two pieces 95-
year-old composer Elliott Carter wrote for the BSO.

Levine was named music director of the BSO in
October 2001, replacing Seiji Ozawa. The 2004-05 sea-
son begins Sept. 30 with a guest conductor replacing
Levine, who will be in New York honoring commit-
ments with the Metropolitan Opera.

Levine will conduct the following BSO concert Oct.
22. He has a five-year commitment with the symphony,
and will continue his conducting duties at the Met.
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