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Teachers ready to
negotiate their pay

Public has option to
comment on union s
concerns tonight

BY ANDREW H. FIXMER
Special to the Daily Press

Unhappy with a loss in pay, the teachers
union will begin the arduous process of rene-
gotiating its contract at tonight’s school board
meeting.

The Santa Monica Malibu Classroom
Teachers Association filed its initial proposal
for 2001-2002 negotiations in October.
According to state law, the union must pub-
licly present the issues they want to discuss
and allow residents to make comments.

The school district must then post a similar
proposal and submit to a public hearing.
When completed, the two sides go into private
negotiations for a multi-year contract. Only
after both sides come to an agreement is the
new contract shown to the public.

“The specifics of negotiations take place at
the table. I don’t believe negotiations should
take place at a school board meeting and I’'m
highly critical of anyone who tries to do that,”
said Harry Keiley, president of the teachers’
union. “By law, our proposal and the district’s
proposal need to be (open to the public). But
the specifics (of the negotiations) take place at
the table.”

In its proposal, the union asks for higher
teacher salaries, class size reductions, better
safety and working conditions, more child
development teachers, adult education teach-
ers, increasing health and welfare benefits,
and a discussion of assigned days and work
hours.

“Unions have traditionally negotiated
issues that pertain to salary and working con-
ditions. Those are historically what unions
negotiate,” said Keiley. “At the same time the
union is now trying to become more involved
in negotiating teacher quality and student
achievement so we can begin to look at pro-
fessional issues. Only then, I believe, we can

See TEACHERS, page 3

Santa Monica credit
rated best in country

By Daily Press staff

Even though the city is a facing a $7 mil-
lion budget shortfall this year, its credit is
still good.

The City of Santa Monica has once again
been awarded the highest possible credit rat-
ing by the nation’s three preeminent credit
rating agencies. This makes Santa Monica
one of only seven cities in the United States
to hold AAA credit ratings for general obli-
gation bonds.

As a result of the rating, the city was able
to sell its bonds Tuesday at the lowest possi-
ble rate, saving taxpayers thousands of dol-
lars.

“These three bond ratings reflect a
tremendous vote of confidence by the
national financial community in the city of
Santa Monica,” said city finance director
Mike Dennis. “As a result of these ratings,
the city was able to sell public safety facility
lease and revenue bonds at the lowest possi-
ble rate, which will save the city and the tax-

Learn Swing on The Dance Doctor’s Home Video

payers more than $40,000 annually in debt
repayment.”

The credit rating agencies cited the city’s
strong financial performance, as well as a
strong and diverse local economy coupled
with high income levels, low debt burden,
strong financial reserves and financial flexi-
bility, and careful financial forecasting as
factors in their rating decisions.

However, the city lost millions last year
on revenue from hotel rooms and retail sales,
creating a projected $7 million shortfall for
this year alone. Municipal services will not
be affected for this fiscal year due to the
city’s large current budget surplus.

Senior city officials have warned the
Santa Monica City Council that revenue
shortfalls will continue over the next five
years. Depending on the severity of the
recession, by 2005 there potentially could be
a nearly $14 million difference between the
amount of money the city makes in taxes and
what it spends on services.
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Del Pastrana/Daily Press

12-year-old Sante Bentivoglio cranks up his skills as he gets air off a
ramp at the Santa Monica’'s Boys and Girls Club skatepark. The pro-
gram is held Monday through Saturday for kids ages 7-18.

California airports
expect few delays with
new security rules

BY LEON DROUIN KEITH

Associated Press Writer

LOS ANGELES — Airline pas-
sengers in California may not need
more time to catch flights when new
federal security rules take effect
Friday, but some will need more
patience.

The rules require airlines to check
all baggage in one of four ways: with
explosives-detection machines, bomb-
sniffing dogs, hand searches or by
matching every piece of luggage to a
passenger on board a plane.

Transportation Secretary Norman
Y. Mineta said Wednesday that all air-

lines would use at least the last meas-
ure, known as bag matching. Some
airports will combine that with more
expensive options. By the end of the
year, all baggage will have to be
screened by an explosive detection
device.

Representatives for California’s
airports say they are still recommend-
ing that passengers arrive between one
and two hours before a plane’s sched-
uled departure. But many expect at
least some delays.

“I think the potential for confusion
and delays is at the gate where

See AIRPORTS, page 3
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Looking for the
Daily Press?

The Santa Monica Daily Press is a free newspaper that is
circulated throughout all six commercial zones
within the Santa Monica city limits.

Hundpreds of copies can be found in
news racks at these local businesses:

Santa Monica Boulevard Locations:

* Bodies in Motion

» St. John’s Hospital
* Sunshines

* Coin Laundry

« [THOP

* Carl’s Jr.

* Chevron

* DK’s Donuts and Bakery
* Union 76

» King Liquors

e 7-11

» US Bank

* Buon Café

* Quiznos

« St. John’s Hospital
» Coogies Café

» Comfort Inn
 Shakey’s Liquor

* Stokes Fire

* Convenient Market

This is not a complete list.
You can find more copies in these areas:

ARIES (March 21-April 19)

M@  Keep your own counsel right now, especially if
you feel negative. Verbalizing these feelings will only
add to the problem. Brainstorm with a family member,
and you’ll find solutions. You might need to change
your approach. Try to lighten up, if possible. Tonight:
Get extra sleep while you can.

-Dynamic [

&/ TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

[[m Deal with someone on a one-on-one level.
Together you’ll discover many solutions and ideas, if
you don’t get stuck in negativity. When you get uptight
about money, you can be very touchy. Create opportu-
nities rather than slam doors shut. Network away.
Tonight: Join a friend.

‘@’ GEMINI (May 21-June 20)

[  Pressure builds. You might be racing around
from one project to another. You’re tired; know that you
can make mistakes more easily. Be careful with details.
Spend a little to make your day easier. Cancel a meet-
ing or change plans based on your needs. Tonight: It
could be a late night.

@ CANCER (June 21-July 22)

[[m You could be feeling more negative than usual.
Buy donuts on your way to work, or do something spe-
cial not only for you, but also those you work with.
Don’t allow someone to trigger you, especially later in
the day. Detach and you’ll gain. Tonight: Relax the
mind as well as the body.

% LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

Someone easily could rain on your parade if
you let him or her. Your instinctual reactions direct you
properly. Follow them. Risk-taking and creative mat-
ters could backfire right now. Stay with the tried and
true, if possible. Someone’s mood is only a phase.
Tonight: Make nice.

‘@’ VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

MM  Responsibility weighs on your shoulders. Think
about taking a risk or doing something a lot different.
Your priorities need to be examined. How important is
perfection? Work? Relationships? Respond accordingly,
following your priorities. Tonight: Accept an invitation.

JACQUELINE BIGAR'S STARS

The stars show the kind of day you'll have:
-Positive [l

-Average [ -So-so [-Difficult

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

MM  Focus on work, especially as communication
might waiver. Do what you can by yourself. Concentrate
on each item you do. You accomplish a lot more if you
work with your strengths and not your present weak-
ness. Avoid misunderstandings. Tonight: Work late.

@SCORF’IO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

[mn Your playfulness delights others. Follow your
innate intuition and intellectual perspective. You know
what is right for you. Be more playful with a child or
loved one. Your lightness provides a refreshing break for
those around you. Tonight: Do what comes naturally.

@SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

M@  You easily could be out of sorts. At best, you’re
subdued. To make yourself feel better, talk to a trusted
friend or loved one. This person has that magic touch
that puts a smile on your face. Be careful with your tem-
per as well. Tonight: Head on home.

@CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

[ Others seek you out to ask questions. Carefully
listen to someone who does care. You might not be
pleased by his or her observation, but know this person’s
heart is in the right place. You don’t have to push so
hard. Give yourself a break. You certainly need it!
Tonight: You don’t have to go far!

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

[ Deal with strength and direction financially. If
you’re having a problem, it certainly isn’t that you’re not
willing to work hard. Perhaps you need to cut back or
network more. Remain optimistic. You’ll find a solution
because you want to. Tonight: Make a favorite meal.

\ PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)

[ As far as tension involving either work or home,
you can smile all you want, but walk out of your
Neptunian fog. Use your ingenuity. Honor what is posi-
tive, but still deal with the problem at hand. Brainstorm
with a trusted adviser. Tonight: Do something fun on
your way home.

CORRECTION — A story in the Jan. 16 edition about business on the
Promenade contained an error. The Santa Monica City Council voted to not
allow restaurants to be converted into retail shops. New retail stores are still
allowed to set up shop on the outdoor mall.

* Montana Avenue Commercial Zone

* Wilshire Boulevard

* the Downtown Commercial Core (including Third Street Promenade)
* Main Street Commercial District

¢ Lincoln Commercial District.

QUOTE of the DAY

Additional circulation points include:

* Major Hotels on Ocean Avenue
* Retail businesses on the Boardwalk and Santa Monica Pier districts
¢ Commercial zones on Pico and Ocean Park Boulevards.

“A liberated woman is one who has sex

before marriage and a job after.”
— Gloria Steinem
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Del Pastrana/Daily Press
Coach Stephen Barnes (center), of Saint Monica's High School, leads
his track team in routine stretch exercises before practice at Reed Park
on Wednesday.

Security may help lost luggage

AIRPORTS, from page 1

passengers are a no show,” said Oakland
International Airport spokeswoman Cyndy
Johnson. “Patience is definitely required.”

International Airport, but added that he’ll

re-evaluate his trips if the waits get longer.
Others said the changes are not only

overdue, but probably still inadequate.

“I think they have the appearance of
enhanced security but people get through,”
said Bob Downey, 31, who frequently flies
out of San Diego on business. Last month,
he said, he had to open his bags for securi-
ty personnel hours before the a woman
slipped through security with a fake hand
grenade.

Airline officials have revealed little
about their security plans, but say they’re
trying to make the changes as unnoticeable
as possible for passengers.

There may be delays, he said, if passen-
gers with checked luggage fail to board
flights or if passengers respond to the rules
by trying to carry on more bags.

United has been conducting test pro-
grams to screen baggage in 11 U.S. air-
ports, including Los Angeles International

“We're doing
everything we
can to meet the
baggage screening
requirement by
the deadline’”

— WHITNEY BREWER
Southwest spokeswoman

Teachers want more pay
and smaller class sizes

TEACHERS, from page 1

start to look at true educational reform.”

School district officials said they are
looking forward to working with the
union on setting a schedule for negotia-
tions. Officials could not say when
exactly the school district would present
its own negotiations proposal.

“I can assure you that
the relationship between
the school district
and the union has not
always been cordial.
In fact it’'s well known
that relations in the past
have not been good”

— HARRY KEILEY
Teachers’ union, president

“I think our hope and intention over
the course of the next few weeks is to
establish a schedule for those talks,” said
Julia Brownley, school board president.
“In the past, in terms of reflection, when
this item is on the agenda nobody shows
up, so we typically end up opening the
discussion and closing it.”

Brownley said proposals are a simple
process, but negotiations are never easy.

“Clearly our negotiations in the past
have become more public and people
certainly have strong opinions about it,”
she said. “We’ve had some very tough
issues to deliberate on and deal on.”

Long known for their contentious
relationship, union officials and school
district administrators both hope this
year’s negotiations will go much
smoother than in the past.

“I can assure you that the relationship
between the school district and the union
has not always been cordial. In fact it’s
well known that relations in the past
have not been good,” Keiley said. “The
current administration has begun to
forge better relations, but that doesn’t
happen over night. It takes a lot of trust.”

This year the Santa Monica Malibu
Classroom Teachers Association will
have entirely new faces on the other side
of the bargaining table. Since the last
contract signing, the school district has
hired a new superintendent and two new
assistant superintendents, all of whom
will be essential in the negotiations.

The new administration has worked
hard to mend relations with the teachers’
union. The union and the administration
recently launched an ambitious program
to pool any state funds received for
improved academic performance at indi-
vidual schools into a general account to
be redistributed based on need.

The landmark arrangement may be
the first of its kind in California. It
demonstrates a close working relation-
ship between the district and the union, a
feat almost unimaginable just a few
years ago.

Now the union wants pay raises for its
teachers to remain competitive with sur-
rounding communities. During the
1990s, the union asserts, teachers’
salaries declined by 4 percent when
adjusted for inflation in the state.

The union officials also said the
school district ranks among the highest
in the state in pay to administrators and
non-classroom personnel but not on
teacher salaries. Teacher salaries have
decreased because of increased inflation
and general work place conditions.

“We cannot allow that to happen
again,” wrote Keiley in the union’s
negotiation proposal. “Teachers deserve
a professional wage, one that at a mini-
mum keeps up with the increased cost
of living.”

Passengers generally support increased
security, but some believe more delays will
eliminate the convenience of air travel.

“If you have to spend three to four hours
in line to get somewhere for a two-hour
meeting, the cost-benefit analysis will
shift,” said John Dossett, 37, who was on
his way back to Portland, Ore., after a busi-
ness meeting in San Diego. He said the
check-in time was reasonable at San Diego

Airport, Brathwaite said. It and other over-
seas carriers are a step ahead because pas-
sengers on international flights already
must be matched with their baggage, he
said.

The changes will require more of an
adjustment from domestic-only carriers
such as Southwest Airlines, which does not
assign seats to passengers.

“We’re doing everything we can to meet
the baggage screening requirement by the

deadline,” Southwest spokeswoman
Whitney Brewer said.

The new rules may have one major
advantage, suggested Mineta San Jose
International Airport Steve Luckenbach.
Some airlines figure it will lead to fewer
problems with lost luggage.

Air safety advocates said the changes
will do little to eliminate the potential
for terror in the skies.

“This doesn’t do anything for the sui-

cide bombers we know are out there,”
said Jon Russell, a Los Angeles-based
United pilot and regional safety chair-
man of the Airline Pilots Association.

“We cannot afford the cheapest air-
line security anymore,” said Gail
Dunham, president of the Washington,
D.C.-based National Air Disaster
Alliance/Foundation, an air safety group
she formed after her pilot ex-husband
died in a 1991 crash.

Poll: Riordan and Davis in virtual tie in governor’s race

BY ALEXA HAUSSLER

Associated Press Writer

SACRAMENTO — Democratic Gov. Gray Davis
and potential Republican rival Richard Riordan are
locked in a virtual tie in a hypothetical matchup, accord-
ing to a new independent statewide poll.

The Public Policy Institute of California survey found
Riordan leading Davis by a 41 percent to 37 percent mar-
gin in a potential race, and Riordan holds a firm lead over
his GOP opponents for the March 5 primary.

The results mirror those in a similar PPIC poll a month
ago.

In the three-way race for the GOP gubernatorial nom-
ination, 41 percent likely voters said they prefer Riordan,
compared to 13 percent for Secretary of State Bill Jones
and 4 percent for businessman Bill Simon. Forty-two

percent said they were still undecided.

According to the poll, Jones leads Riordan and Simon
among voters in the conservative Central Valley, home to
his hometown Fresno, but Riordan holds a substantial
advantage elsewhere in the state. The primary winner
will face Davis in November.

Meanwhile, four in 10 voters said they support Davis’
re-election.

“The governor continues to be weighed down,” said
survey director Mark Baldassare.

Davis has consistently trailed Riordan slightly in sur-
veys for several months. Overall, Davis’ job performance
rating is about 52 percent, virtually the same as it was in
November and December and slightly up from its low
point in July.

But he received weak performance ratings in areas

that residents said were the state’s most pressing —
including schools, electricity and the economy. Seven in
10 voters blame Davis at least in part for the state’s elec-
tricity woes and budget deficit.

“Most people are telling us that they really aren’t see-
ing the improvement that they expected,” Baldassare
said.

Californians listed public schools as the most impor-
tant issue facing Davis and the Legislature this year, fol-
lowed by electricity prices, the economy and the budget.
Republicans and Democrats said they prefer spending
cuts over tax hikes to deal with an expected $12.5 billion
budget shortfall.

The PPIC surveyed 2,023 adult California residents by
telephone between Dec. 26 and Jan. 10. The poll has a
margin of error of plus or minus 2 percentage points.
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Has a new ‘E-dition?
Home delivery by E-mail

Check the day’s headlines,
news stories, classifieds,
comics, horoscopes
and ads all before you
leave the house!

Free subscriptions available!

For more information, please call:
310.458.press (7737) or e-mail to:
todayspaper@smdp.com
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Santa Monica Daily Press
now at newsstands around fhe city!

Readers and customers can now find the Daily Press in permanent
newsstands at these locations:

* 17th Street and Montana Avenue; northwest corner in front the pharmacy

* 14th Street and Montana Avenue; northeast corner in front of Peets Coffee

* Montana Avenue, between 14th-15th Streets; in front of Jamba Juice

« 7th Street and Montana Avenue; northeast corner, in front of Starbucks Coffee

* 3rd Street and Wilshire Boulevard, northeast corner; in front of Surla Table

* Ocean Avenue and Wilshire Boulevard; in front of the Bank of California
building

» Wilshire Boulevard, between 22nd-23rd Streets; in front of Manhattan Bagel

* 14th and Santa Monica Boulevard; in front of Chevron

* Wilshire Boulevard and Lincoln Boulevard; in front of Baja Fresh

* Colorado Boulevard and 3rd Street; in front of Santa Monica Place

» Santa Monica Courthouse

Watch for future newsstands at a location near you!
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Enron begins damage
control; concerns mount

BY DAVE CARPENTER

AP Business Writer

CHICAGO — Arthur Andersen LLP
accelerated  damage-control  efforts
Wednesday, running full-page ads in
national newspapers to try to limit blame
in the Enron debacle to its Houston office
and promising an overhaul of its practices.

But as Andersen’s lead auditor in the
case met with congressional investigators
in Washington, questions remained about
whether involvement in the document-
shredding scandal extended to executives
at Chicago headquarters.

“It’s one of two things,” said Ramy
Elitzur, professor of accounting and head
of the MBA program at the University of
Toronto. “They had a central review and
they’re trying to shift the blame, or they
didn’t have a central review and their pro-
cedure is lacking. Either way, it doesn’t
look good for them.”

A series of disclosures involving
Andersen’s role in Enron’s demise has
hurt the accounting giant’s stellar reputa-
tion, raising speculation it may not sur-
vive the controversy as an independent
company.

Experts say the company’s short-term
future may depend on what investigators
discover in probing what top managers
knew and when they knew it.

In the full-page advertisement pub-
lished Wednesday, Andersen CEO Joseph
Berardino touted actions taken by the

company Tuesday: Andersen’s lead part-
ner on the Enron account, David Duncan,
was fired; three partners who worked on
the assignment were put on leave; new
leadership was put in charge of the
Houston office; and four partners were
stripped of management responsibilities.

The efforts at damage control appeared
designed to isolate the problems to the
Houston office, which handled the audit of
the collapsed energy-trading company.
The office employs about 1,400 of
Andersen’s 85,000 employees.

But Berardino left open the possibility
that executives at headquarters might be
implicated, saying Tuesday that “we’re
not quite sure yet” whether wrongdoing
reached higher into the accounting firm
than the auditors now being disciplined.

Accounting industry experts differ on
whether Andersen’s Houston office would
have told headquarters of key decisions in
the Enron case as long ago as last August,
when an Enron finance executive wrote
CEO Kenneth Lay of a concern the com-
pany could “implode in a wave of
accounting scandals.” That was two
months before Enron confessed its profits
had been overstated and federal investiga-
tors became involved.

Particularly at issue are special partner-
ships formed by Enron that enabled it to
add several hundred million dollars from
off-the-books transactions to publicly
stated earnings, and at the same time hide
big debts.

Panty thief on the loose

By The Associated Press

EL SEGUNDO — Police want South
Bay women to check their drawers for
their drawers.

There are apparently more victims of a
burglary suspect and admitted panty thief
arrested last weekend, police Lt. Craig
Cleary said Tuesday.

“We are looking for any other victims
that are out there that had their property
stolen from their residences,” Cleary
said, adding, “Usually the underwear has
been worn.”

Carlos Echevarria, 34, of Hawthorne
was arrested Saturday night when a police

officer allegedly saw him burglarizing an
apartment, the lieutenant said. Echevarria
left the apartment through a window and
tossed three pairs of panties on the
ground.

Nothing else but a potted plant was
taken.

Echevarria, who was booked for inves-
tigation of burglary, told investigators that
he had burglarized homes in Hermosa
Beach, Manhattan Beach and Westchester
in recent years, Cleary said. Detectives
found 28 panties in a bag in his closet at
home, Cleary said.

“He says he usually steals about 50 a
year,” the lieutenant said.

Waitress’ death may Kkill
lawsuit against Rodman

By The Associated Press

LAS VEGAS — A lawyer said
Wednesday that the sudden death of a Las
Vegas Hilton cocktail waitress could
make moot her battery lawsuit against
former NBA star Dennis Rodman.

Gloria Chapa, 62, was found dead at
her Henderson home on Sunday, and an
autopsy determined that she died of a
heart attack, the Clark County Coroner’s
Office said.

Rodman’s lawyer, Corey Eschweiler,
said U.S. District Judge Philip Pro has
scheduled a Feb. 4 hearing at which he
could dismiss the case.

Chapa’s lawyer, David Pancoast, told
the Las Vegas Review-Journal that he
may try to pursue Chapa’s claim for her

estate. Pancoast could not be reached for
comment on Wednesday.

Chapa’s lawsuit, filed in July 1999,
alleges that Rodman pinched and grabbed
her breasts in June 1998 and that the hotel
tolerated his behavior. She originally
sought more than $1 million in damages.

She was the fourth woman to make
similar accusations against Rodman at the
Hilton in 1998.

The case is scheduled to go to trial
Feb. 25.

“This is an unfortunate situation,” said
Eschweiler, who offered condolences to
Chapa’s family.

Rodman’s lawyer said Chapa’s death
may mean Rodman won’t have a chance
to clear his name and Chapa won’t be able
to tell her story in court.
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Taliban financial backer shows up at U.S. base

BY ELLEN KNICKMEYER

Associated Press Writer

KANDAHAR, Afghanistan — U.S.
investigators on Wednesday questioned a
man who describes himself as a financial
supporter of the Taliban and showed up
voluntarily at the biggest U.S. base in
Afghanistan offering information.

Pentagon officials said the man had
given money to the Taliban but had not
been a member of the Islamic regime that
ruled Afghanistan from 1996 to 2001. It
was not known what information he has
about the complex web of support of
Osama bin Laden’s al-Qaida terrorist net-
work, which was sheltered by the Taliban.

Marine spokesman Lt. James Jarvis
said the man showed up Tuesday at the
Kandahar airport, where thousands of
U.S. troops are based and a detention cen-
ter holds hundreds of al-Qaida and
Taliban fighters.

The man remained on the base
Wednesday but was not being detained,
Jarvis said. A Pentagon official said on
condition of anonymity that he was not on
the U.S. list of wanted men, but Jarvis
said investigators were “jumping with
joy.”

At the Pentagon, Gen. Richard Myers,
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, said
the man was being questioned. But Myers
would not give details on the man’s iden-
tity or say how he came to the base.

U.S. officials initially said the man was
an al-Qaida finance official but later
Pentagon officials said he was a Taliban
backer.

The nature of the man’s purported
donations were unclear. However, during
the years the Taliban was in power, a
major source of income for the Islamic
militia purportedly came from kickbacks
from big-time smugglers, including drug
dealers, who were willing to pay in order
to be allowed to continue their operations.

Also Wednesday, a Marine color guard
saluted as a flag-draped coffin holding the

remains of the last of seven Marines killed
in a crash a week ago was loaded onto a
C-17 at Kandahar and flown to Germany
en route to Dover Air Force Base. The
crash of the refueling plane in Pakistan
was the most deadly single incident for

U.S. forces in the Afghanistan campaign.
The runway at Kandahar airport was

darkened to prevent the C-17 from
becoming a target for attackers.

The fourth planeload of detainees in
less than a week left Kandahar on
Wednesday for a U.S. Navy detention
facility at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, where
they will be interrogated. There were 30
prisoners aboard the flight; bringing the
total flown out to 110 and about 320
remaining at Kandahar.

Ahead of a planned visit to
Afghanistan by Secretary of State Colin
Powell, a U.S. congressional delegation
met Afhgan Prime Minister Hamid
Karzai in the capital, Kabul, and pledged
that American  involvement in
Afghanistan would not end with the
winding down of the conflict.

“While our effort began as a war
against terrorism, it continues now as an
effort to rebuild this country,” said Senate
Majority Leader Tom Daschle, a
Democrat from South Dakota and the del-
egation’s leader.

But another top U.S. congressman said
the United States won’t take the lead in
rebuilding Afghanistan and urged other
countries to “step up to the plate” ahead
of a Tokyo aid summit for the war-torn
nation.

“We carried the bulk of the military
load. We are not going to carry the bulk
of the reconstruction load,” Democratic
Rep. Tom Lantos of California said in
Tokyo.

The struggle to restore services in the
capital took a step forward with the
reopening of Kabul’s international air-
port, which closed three months ago
because of heavy bombing. The control
tower is still a shattered hulk, and bomb

craters dot the taxiways, but a Boeing 727
belonging to the national carrier, Ariana

Afghan Airlines, took off on a symbolic [

test flight, circling over the airport before
landing again.

In another sign of Afghanistan’s
attempts to regain normalcy and good
international relations, Karzai on
Wednesday issued a decree prohibiting
poppy production and the production and
trafficking in narcotics, including opium
and heroin.

Narcotics have been a major source of |

illicit income for Afghanistan, which pro-
duces much of the opium and heroin used
in Europe and Karzai’s administration
has been under pressure to launch a full-
scale crackdown against the trade.

In October, the State Department’s
Bureau of International Narcotics esti-

mated the Taliban collected at least $40 §

million from kickbacks and fees from the
opium trade before the militia’s leader
Mullah Mohammed Omar banned poppy
cultivation.

The U.N. refugee agency said
Wednesday that authorities in neighbor-
ing Pakistan had let hundreds of vulnera-
ble Afghan refugees move from a border
area, but that thousands more remain

blocked there.
Pakistan acted after “weeks of
appeals,” said the U.N. High

Commissioner for Refugees. The agency
was allowed to relocate 600 people from
Chaman, near the Dborder with
Afghanistan, but UNHCR said more than
13,000 Afghans were stuck near Kili
Faizo camp, close to Chaman.

In other developments:

— An official at the Yemeni Foreign
Ministry said his government had
received information that al-Qaida was
considering an attack on the U.S.
Embassy there. The official said the
information came from interrogation of a
senior al-Qaida figure now in U.S. cus-
tody. The U.S. Embassy in the Yemeni
capital suspended most consular services

Marco Di Lauro/Associated Press

U.S. Marines transfer the flag-draped
coffin holding the remains of the last
of seven Marines killed in a crash a
week ago onto a C-17 at Kandahar air-
port Wednesday. The remains were
flown to Germany en route to Dover
Air Force Base.

Monday, citing what it said were credible
security threats.

— The State Department said it is
looking into a report that a man was kid-
napped during a humanitarian mission in
Afghanistan and is being held by a tribal
warlord for $25,000 ransom. Amanda
Bowers of Haven, Ala., said her husband,
Clark, was kidnapped while on a private
mission to deliver medical supplies and
other humanitarian aid.

— A group of 92 German troops set off
for Afghanistan, the second part of the
country’s contribution to the British-led
stabilization force in Kabul. Ten Italian
officers landed at the Bagram airport
north of Kabul.

Shoe bomb passenger charged of being trained terrorist

BY DENISE LAVOIE

Associated Press Writer

BOSTON — The airline passenger accused of trying
to ignite explosives in his shoes was indicted Wednesday
on charges of being an al-Qaida-trained terrorist whose
goal was to blow up the plane and kill the nearly 200 peo-
ple aboard.

Richard Reid, a 28-year-old British citizen and con-
vert to Islam, could get five life sentences if convicted.

The indictment, issued by a federal grand jury in
Boston, alleges Reid attempted to kill the 197 passengers
and crew aboard a Paris-to-Miami American Airlines
flight Dec. 22 before he was tackled and the jetliner was
diverted to Boston.

Reid did “attempt to use a weapon of mass destruction
... consisting of an explosive bomb placed in each of his
shoes,” the indictment said.

The indictment said Reid “received training from al-
Qaida in Afghanistan.”

In a statement, Tamar Birckhead, one of Reid’s court-
appointed attorneys, noted that her client is considered
innocent until proven guilty. She added that “the indict-
ment does not allege that any of the crimes charged were
committed on behalf of or to further the cause of al-Qaida
or any other terrorist organization. We are aware of no
basis for such an allegation.”

A U.S. official said Reid may be an al-Qaida target
scout, an Israeli official said it was possible Reid was
gathering intelligence for large-scale terrorist attacks in
Tel Aviv and other cities. Both spoke on condition of
anonymity.

Attorney General John Ashcroft said in Washington
that the charges “alert us to a clear, unmistakable threat
that al-Qaida could attack the United States again.”

“The charges contained in the
indictment are exceptionally serious
and reflective of our intention to
prosecute Richard Reid to the
fullest extent of the law.”

— MICHAEL J. SULLIVAN
U.S. attorney for Massachusetts

“We must be prepared. We must be ready. We must be
vigilant,” he said.

The charges against Reid include attempted use of a
weapon of mass destruction, attempted murder and
attempted destruction of an aircraft. He also was charged
with attempted wrecking of a mass transportation vehi-
cle, a new charge created by Congress in an anti-terror-
ism bill enacted in the wake of the Sept. 11 attacks.

Reid had been held since his arrest on the lesser
charge of interfering with a flight crew.

“The charges contained in the indictment are excep-
tionally serious and reflective of our intention to prose-
cute Richard Reid to the fullest extent of the law,” said
Michael J. Sullivan, U.S. attorney for Massachusetts.

Ashcroft credited passengers and crew on that flight
with stopping Reid from detonating the shoe bomb and
bringing down the plane. He was overpowered by flight
attendants and passengers as he allegedly tried to light a
fuse protruding from his sneakers.

“Our trust in the common sense of people who act in
the face of terrorism was vindicated,” the attorney gener-
al said.

Reid converted to Islam while in prison for petty
crimes. He later worshipped at the same London mosque
as Zacarias Moussaoui, charged with conspiracy in the
Sept. 11 terrorist attacks.

Reid’s travels match those of an al-Qaida operative
known as Abdul Ra’uff, which are listed in a computer
obtained in Afghanistan by The Wall Street Journal. The
similarities in the two’s movements in Europe and the
Middle East have led investigators to suspect they are the
same person.

Reid boarded an El Al flight to Tel Aviv on July 7. He
spent five days in Israel, before traveling to Egypt via the
Rafah border crossing at the southern end of the Gaza
Strip. From Egypt, Reid apparently returned to Europe
on a commercial flight, Israeli reports said.

Earlier this week, a U.S. military official, speaking on
condition of anonymity, said one of the al-Qaida prison-
ers at the U.S. naval base at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, had
identified Reid as someone he had trained with at a camp
run by al-Qaida.
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NVEwWS OF THE WEIRD | GET NOTICED!

ADVERTISE!

Man dies after woman sits on him 100% ORGANIC NEWS ...

* Firefighters in Argo, Ala., found a well-preserved (but dead) 6-foot-long brown shark lying on the side PIcKED FRESH DAI I-Y-
of Micklewright Road just off U.S. 11 and disposed of it after no one called to claim it. / /

* A 53-year-old man was hospitalized after two of the four homemade bombs he was carrying around in §am monm Dcu[? Joress
case he got mugged exploded (Fort Lauderdale, Fla.).

* A fired postal worker pleaded guilty to splattering former colleagues with a mixture of worms and por-
cupine feces in a vengeful return visit to the workplace (Grand Rapids, Mich.). 310.458.7737

* A large woman was convicted of involuntary manslaughter after the 49-year-old man she was sitting on Fax: 310.576.9913
(attempting to persuade him to pay for the sex act he had allegedly purchased from her) died (Peoria, I11.).

by Chuck Shepard
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CLASSIFIEDS

ADMIN ASSISTANT to Presi-
dent. Small investment compa-
ny. Requires MS/word,Excel,
AOL, 50-60 wpm., 3-5 years ex-
perience, phones, investor rela-
tions, travel arrangements. Fax
resume (310)827-5541

ESTHETICIAN/MASSAGE
ROOM available in busy hair
and skin salon. Credit card
processing, parking, great envi-
ronment w/ fun people. Call
Peter or just drop by 13114
Washington Bivd., MDR
(310)383-0357

PARALEGAL W/3 years or
more experience; self-starter,
assertive and organized; able to
handle heavy client contact;
suitable writing skills required;
PI experience necessary; medi-
cal record review exp,; bilingual
Spanish a plus. Please email
resume to kgallo@biren.com

RECEPTIONIST FOR busy up-
scale Brentwood Salon. Full-
time, Tues. - Sat. Position
starts  January 1  2002.
(310)471-5555

FACILITY MANAGER Small
west side school seeks organ-
ized, motivated manager to su-
pervise crew. Exp. preferred.
32+hours/wk. AM’'s  Mon-Fri,
some flexibility, call (310)451-
5657

FINISH CARPENTERS Experi-
ence in fine custom residential
required, 3yrs minimum. Must
have references & tools.
Call(310)822-0685, fax ref. to
(310) 822-0785

FLORAL DESIGNER needed
for flower shop in Century City.
Please call (310)785-0669
GENERAL OFFICE Assistant
for busy Marina Del Rey travel
office. Microsoft Word, Excel.
Contact: Billy (310)823-7979

HAIR STYLIST, ESTHETICIAN
& RECEPTIONIST wanted for
Campus Cuts salon at UCLA. 2
positions open. Stylist Minimun
2 years experience. (310)206-
4770

JIFFY LUBE
Customer Service
Join the best and be part of the
J-Team. F/T, PIT & Flex.
hours. Santa Monica location.
Retail cashier/calculator exper
w/ computer knowledge helpful.
Valid Calif. DL/English required.
Competitive wages
w/health/dental/401k & vacation
benefits. Must pass
physical/drug exam. EOE
(562)806-4948
MANICURIST FOR Busy Santa
Monica Salon. Full-time, com-
mission or rented. Open 9am-
8pm. (310)450-8669

MANICURIST FOR busy up-
scale Brentwood Salon. Lots of
walk-ins. Can build very quickly
full time rent or commission call
(310)471-5555

RETIRE IN two years with a six
figure residual income. Part
Time and Full Time. (888)412-
6921

UPSCALE MONTANA Ave. sal-
on has 2 stations available for
rental. $300 / week with sham-
poo assistant. (310)451-3710

SONY 27 inch TV. Stereo
speakers. Excellent condition.
$200 (310)451-0498

SONY VAIO R505JSlaptop.
850 MHz, 30G, CDRW/DVD,
256 MB RAM, 10/100, Windows
XP, 12.1" Active Matrix screen.
Super thin, super light and su-
per fast! $2000 (orig. $2496).
Chris (310)821-5611

Boats

20’ CAL: Good condition. Com-
pletely stock. Xtra Geona sail.
Motor. Incl. cust. trailer. $1900
(310)391-4051

24’ |ISLANDER ‘66: 6hp Evin-
rude, 6-gal metal tank, radio,
galley, sleeps 4 $1990 obo
(310)645-3104

27'BAYLINER BUCCANEER
Great live-aboard, very spa-
cious, aft cabin MUST SELL!
$5950 obo. (310)417-4141

Wanted

HOUSE SITTING position want-
ed. Santa Monica. Westside.
Will water lawn and plants.
Feed and walk pets. Collect
mail and newspapers. Maintain
household. Compensation flex-
ible. Contact Elliot (310)661-
9155

27 CATALINA, Immac liva-
boad/Cruiser. Many xtras.
MdR slip. $6900 obo (310)892-
4616

NIGHT MANAGER needed for
Santa Monica Restaurant. Ex-
perience a must. Please fax re-
sume to (310)393-6840

REWARDING SALES CA-
REER. Int'l firm with 16 years
success track record seeks ex-
perienced business person M/F
to sponsor & coach clients on
maximizing & protecting wealth.
Comprehensive training & sup-
port. Call  Mr. Kenedy
(800)600-5149

W. LA: 2464 Barrington Ave.
4bd/4ba Very Lrg unit, spa-
cious closets, marble counters,
stove, refrig, d/w, nu paint, frplc,
gtd prkg intercom entry, eleva-

tor. W/D in unit. Open daily.
$2695. Mgr. Call: (310)390-
9401

BRAND NEW state of the art
building in the heart of Santa
Monica with live/work apts. Two
full baths, W/D, stove, dish-
washer, microwave, granite
countertops, tile floors & under-
ground parking. 1-2 bedroom
layouts wired for computer and
high-speed Internet access,
multiple phone lines. Reception
services and personal tele-
phone answering. Use of huge
balconies, conference rooms,
hi-speed printers/copiers, AV
equipment & everything for of-
fice needs is included. Secreta-
rial services if required. Located
in Santa Monica at 16th &
Broadway within a mile of SM
Pier, 3rd St. Promenade and
Watergarden office complex.
Please direct all inquiries to
310-526-0315 or email
info@1610broadway.com.

MDR LUXURY Silver Strand
Ocean view, Lrg 2bdr, 2ba.
Frplc D/W, pool, A/C, tennis,
sauna, spa, sec, nr bch. $2300.
(310)306-0363

OFFICE SUBLET; 1, 2, or 3 of-
fices available. Great location
in Santa Monica starting @
$450.00/month. available imm-
ed. Steve (310)392-6100

PDR MANITOBA West 2bdr +
loft Condo. New crpt/paint.
Pool, spa, hot tub tennis, pad-
dle tennis, gym. Available now.
$1700mo Agt Sheila: (310)338-
1311

S.M.: 2+1, 3 blocks to beach.
Huge balcony, parkay floors,
Indry, prkg. Ocean view. $2100.
(310)399-1273

SANTA MONICA LAW OFFICE
OCEAN PARK Rent includes
window office, secry bay, law li-
brary & add’l charges: Westlaw,
postage, copy machine, fax,
DSL connection. Maloney &
Mullen, PC (310)392-7047

SM $1800 2+2. Approxi-
mately 1100s.f. 2 car enclosed
gar. No. of Wilshire Bl. Walk to
Montana Shops. 2020 Wash-
ington Ave. Call: (310)395-1880

SM $1395 Spacious 2 Bdrm 1
Ba with prkg. New carpet. 501
Raymond Ave. (310)573-7452

SM $1400 Lg 2 bdrm 1 ba,
hrdwd fl, lots of closets, stove,
prkg, Idry rm Quiet area
(310)396-1644

STUDIO SPACE FOR LEASE
avail 1500sf Santa Monica. AM,
Eves, Sun, for classes, work-
shops, meetings. E. Pico, Am-
ple Parking. Karen 310-396-
5990

VENICE BEACH Lrg 1+1 apt.
Enclosed patio, 1/2 block to
beach. N/p w/stv & refrig $1250
(310)641-1149

PDR: LUXURY Condo 2bd/2ba,
frple, 2 balc, pools, jacuzzi, sau-
na, W/D in unit, racquet ball
courts, security parking, exer-

cise room, all appliances, 1
year lease $1750 (310)871-
7812

VENICE HOUSE for rent
$1975. 3+1 Approx. 1000s.f.
Hrdwd & carpets. Remodeled
kitchen, pvt. garden. Very
clean. New appliances, inside
WID. 2477 Walnut Ave.

Call: (310)395-1880

VENICE: $1350 1Bdr + 1Ba
Hdwd floors. W/D in unit. 1128
6th Ave. No pets. (310)399-
7235

CHAUFFEUR SANTA Monica
resident. Full or P/T. Will drive
your auto. Excellent driving re-
cord. (310)451-0498

VENICE: 2bdrm+2bath, park-
ing,1 block from beach, mini
bar, $1700 + sec. dep.
(310)305-9659

VENICE: DUPLEX 2+1 WI/D,
appliances, hardwood floors
$1700 2 blocks to Abbot Kin-
ney. N/P 627 San Juan Ave.
(310)399-7235

VENICE: Lrg 1+1 wigrt lite.
Huge closet, stove, W/D on site.
Off the canals. $1325
(310)305-8109

VENICE: 3+2, Lrg, sunny up-
per unit, 4 plex. French doors,
balcony, parking. $2100
(310)581-5379

VENICE: ON BOARDWALK
Sec. building. Clean 1bd/loft
bdrm+1.2 level balcony.
w/vu.frig, stv., D/W, Indry, gtd,
prkg. $1850. (310)823-6349

W. LA 2464 Barrington 3bdr,
3ba Lrg rooms, all appliances
included. Fireplace, marble
countertops, in unit W/D. Gated
parking elevator, intercom en-
try. $2195. OPEN DAILY. Mgr.
Call: (310)390-9401

Commercial Lease

BRAND NEW, state of the art
executive suites in the heart of
Santa Monica. All offices have
operable windows, 18-ft. high
ceilings, view of ocean & mtns.
Wired for computer and hi-
speed Internet access, multiple
phone lines. Reception services
& personal phone answering.
Use of huge balconies, confer-
ence rooms, hi-speed
printer/copiers, AV equipment &
everything for office needs in-
cluded. Secretarial services if
required. Located in SM at 16th
& Broadway, within a mile of
SM Pier, 3rd St. Promenade &
Watergarden office complex.
Please direct all inquiries to
310-526-0315 or email
info@1610broadway.com.

Vehicles for sale

1970 VW Bug in good condi-
tion, new floors, upholstery.
$1800 or best offer.  Call
(323)259-8500

96 VOLVO 850 turbo, teal blue
with tan interior 61,000 miles
(310)280-0840

Services

AT YOUR SERVICE!
Professional Personal Assis-
tant. Strong office skills. Great
references, reliable transporta-
tion. (310)452-4310

BUSINESS WRITER/MEDIA re-
lations specialist: offers 16
years experience in public rela-
tions and investor relations
available for short and long-ter
m assignments. Call Jane to-
day to implement strategy for
improved media coverage and
increased customer/investor in-
terest (310)452-4310

CHILD & ELDERLY CARE: Ex-
perienced Mature, female, veg-
etarian available immeadiately
for caregiving. Xint references.
Call Omanasa (310)314-8248
CHILD CARE: Mature, intelli-
gent, kind & compassionate.
Former nursery school experi-
ence. References available.
Audry Norris (310)854-2053

COMPUTER DOCTOR - Re-
pairs, Tutoring, Web Design,

Patient, Reliable. Russell
(310)709-7595
DESIGN DRAWINGS Interior-

Exterior.  Drawings can help
you avoid costly mistakes &
better visualize your remodel
projects. 30 years experience.
References. (310)836-4797

ELDERLY CARE PROVIDER
Living in Santa Monica, immedi-
ately available for full or part
time work. References availa-
ble upon request. Please call
Lita (310)394-3197

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTANT
available to come to your
home/business and help clean-
up, free-up and organize your fi-
nances. Professional services
included; Quicken / Quickbooks
set-up and management, estab-
lishing on-line banking services,
accounting, payroll, employee
benefits and other professional
matters. Flexible weekly /
monthly programs and excellent
references. Please call Roland.
(310)230-2341

FRIENDLY & SKILLED Com-
puter Support Services. Setup,
upgrade, internet connections &
networks. Home or Office,
Westide (310)663-3644. Rea-
sonable Rates.

GARDEN CONSULTANT Mov-
ing? Add thousands of $$$'s to
property value by enhancing
curb appeal. Let me help. Res-
onable rates & references.
Free Estimate. Mary Kay Gor-
don (310)264-0272

KNITTING LESSONS Yarn,
Supplies, Patterns, Finishing &
Design, STICH & ROW, Knitting
Arts Center, 15200 Sunset
Blvd., Suite 111, Pacific Pali-
sades (310)230-9902

PET STOPS WEST Boston’s
Finest Daily and Vacation pet
sitting service for over a decade
comes to Santa Monica. Li-
censed, bonded, insured.
(310)264-7193

TENNIS LESSONS Learn the
game of tennis (effortlessly).
Have fun! Get in shape.
Group/private. Call Now! Intro
lesson free. Certified Instructor
(310)388-3722

The State-Of-The-Art
Videoconferencing Solution
Fixed 30 frames per second
Currently being used by; The
US Navy, Smithsonian Institu-
tion, the Mayors office in San
Diego and New York, The Uni-
fied School District of San Die-
go, Police and Fire Depart-
ments, Warner Brothers, CNN
and Turner Networks. Call to-
day: West Coast Video Phone

(310)392-0799

TUTORING
K-12 academics, K-adult com-
puter, Learning Disabilities Spe-
cialist. Reasonable rates. Wise
Owl Education (310)209-9032

Business Opps

$1500/MO. PT - $4500-
$7200/mo. FT Intl Company
needs Supervisors & Assis-
tants. Full training. Free infor-
mation.  (866)412-8036  or
www.kes-homebusiness.com

ATTENTION: WORK from
home. $500 - $2500/mo PT.
$3k - $7k/mo FT. Free booklet.
(800) 935-5041.
Dreamtimeisnow.com

EARN A VERY HIGH CASH
FLOW. Lend @10% to a fast
growing firm & get your money
back in 16-19 months, + earn a
royalty of 7 TIMES loan
amount, 60% annual return. Il
show you this is real over lunch.
$25K min. Elliot (310)745-3512

IF YOUR not afraid to speak in
front of small groups & like the
idea of unlimited income. Call
(877)772-7729 independent as-
soc.

SALES

ENTREPRENEURS
wanted. Gourmet Coffee/Es-
presso Industry. Invest only
your time and skill, unlimited in-
come. (310)675-0717

Health/Beauty

VIACREME FOR women
works! Developed and recom-
mended by gynecologists. Or-
der vc.com. (310)312-0662

MONICA LYNN DEVITO
05/01/56 Please call home im-
meadiatly.  Others with info
email: moniphome@aol.com

SAXOPHONE LESSONS
offered in Santa Monica by ex-
perienced professional. All lev-
els. Beginners welcome. Jim
(310)829-4638

SPANISH TEACHER/TUTOR,
Santa Monica native speaker w/
M.A. from U. of MI Berlitz
trained. Convers/Grammer, all
levels/ages.  Fun.  Lissette
(310)260-1255

Lost & Found

FOUND - set of keys with silver
metal flower keychain. Found
at 601 California. Please call
(310)458-7737.

REWARD - Lost set of Cadillac
keys on colored key ring with
automatic door opener. Please
call (310)395-9341

JOIN THE CLASSIEST GIG IN TOWN!

With the classiest representative in town ...
Call Angela at the Santa Monica Daily Press

and place your classified ad today!

310.458.7737 ext.101
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Town forgets to hold election

By The Associated Press

BRINSON, Ga. — This tiny town in southwestern Georgia has just one full-time
employee, so it’s understandable when something slips through the cracks — like an elec-
tion.

Brinson was supposed to elect two town council members last November, but officials
mistakenly thought the terms expired later this year. Now there’s no one to replace the
outgoing members.

“Our faces are red, but it was an honest mistake,” said Sharon Foulk, clerk for the town
of 225. “We are very, very small. We’re just doing the best we can in a small town.”

Foulk said a combination of factors led to the missed election: a 1997 change of the
town charter that staggered the council terms, the death of a council member that led to a
special election, and an ad published in a local newspaper with the wrong dates.

Town attorney Paul Fryer got a court order authorizing a special election, to take place on
March 19. The order also allows the two outgoing councilmen to stay on the job until then.

It’s not the first time a town in this part of the state has forgotten about an election —
it happened in 1997 in Baconton, about 60 miles away.

Rat has no room in millionaire’s life

By The Associated Press

EVERETT, Wash. — Among the top priorities for Washington state’s newest mil-
lionaire: Get rid of the rat-infested car.

Donna McCoy hasn’t gotten around to disposing of a rat she exterminated in her car,
but now that she’s won $2.2 million in the Washington State Lottery, she’s planning to get
a whole new set of wheels.

McCoy, 39, a single mother working two jobs, also plans to buy her church a new
building with the Lotto winnings she received Tuesday.

Rather than 25 annual payments totaling $6 million, she chose to take a lump-sum
payment of $2.2 million, after taxes.

“My whole life, I thought I would some day come into money. I just knew it,” McCoy
told The Herald of Everett, “and now it really happened.”

She said a rat set up housekeeping in her old Subaru and she couldn’t get it to leave,
so she poisoned it but hadn’t gotten around to removing the carcass.

“I’m a millionaire, and I’m getting into a car with a dead rat,” McCoy said.

Besides a new car, McCoy plans to buy a new house.

“The other night I was asking God for $10,000 to make my house payments and say-
ing to him, ’It’s not a big deal for you, but for me it’s huge,”” she said, “and this is what
God gives me — not $10,000 but $6 million.”

PR twist on president’s pretzel problem

By The Associated Press

BLUFFTON, Ind. — An Indiana pretzel maker is putting a positive twist on President
Bush’s pretzel-induced fainting spell, seeing it as a product endorsement of sorts.

“Well, we’re happy that the president likes pretzels,” said Bill Huggins, a spokesman
for Bluffton-based Pretzels Inc., whose pretzels are distributed under several brand
names.

Bush fainted briefly while watching football on television in the White House resi-
dence Sunday, an attack apparently brought on by a drop in heart rate during a coughing
spell caused by choking on a pretzel.

The Alexandria, Va.-based Snack Food Association sees a silver lining in the presi-
dent’s pretzel plight.

“First, let me say that we’re grateful that the president is all right,” spokeswoman Ann
Wilkes said. “But we’re also glad to know that he enjoys savory snacks.”

The association is fielding so many journalists’ inquiries that a receptionist
responded to a call Monday from The News-Sentinel of Fort Wayne by saying, “Is this
about a pretzel?”

A detector to detect the detector

By The Associated Press

MESQUITE, Texas — First there was radar. Then came radar detectors. And now,
radar detector detectors.

The Texas Department of Public Safety announced Tuesday that it is equipping some
troopers with the devices. The troopers will focus on ticketing truck drivers for travel-
ing with a radar detector.

“It’s a game, that’s what it is,” said truck driver Joe Fiorello, 32, of Fort Lauderdale,
Fla., at a truck stop in this east Dallas suburb. “They get radar, we get a radar detector.
They upgrade theirs, we upgrade ours.”

Federal law prohibits commercial vehicles from using radar detectors.

Grant money from the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration helped pay for
the 101 new radar detector detectors, which cost about $1,500 each. Forty-three more
could be purchased by June, said Col. Thomas Davis Jr., director of the Department of
Public Safety.

“Because of their vehicle’s sheer mass, truck drivers have a special responsibility to
drive safely. Hopefully, this additional enforcement tool will make them think twice
about violating the speed limit,” Davis said.
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