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NEWS OF

THE WEIRD

by Chuck Shepard

Timothy Paul Kootenay, 43, jailed in
Aspen, Colo., in November on a
California warrant for probation vio-
lation, said he would fight extradition
on the ground that he is a citizen of
the notorious “Republic of Texas”
and that, actually, Aspen and Vail are
located on a sliver of land that is also
part of the Texas nation. Kootenay’s
separatist colleagues (some of
whom have taken up arms) believe
that Texas was never legally
annexed by the United States and is
thus a sovereign nation that should
respond only to international law.
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| Wednesday morning to demand the city

] driver Russell Weller.

| the place that he loved, he also died here,”

John Wood/Daily Press
Victims of the Farmers’ Market crash hold a press con-

Law firm goes after
Santa Monica City Hall

Farmers’ Market victims say
protective barriers should
have been used

BY JOHN WOOD
Daily Press Staff Writer

CITY HALL — Victims of the July 16
Farmers’ Market crash gathered here on

pay for the carnage caused by elderly
“My brother loved Santa Monica ... but

said Dolores Kesse, whose brother Leroy
Lattier was struck and killed when Weller
sped through the market. “This is an acci-
dent — a major, catastrophic accident that
could have been prevented.”

Also speaking was Bertha Lattier,
Leroy’s mother; David Gong, whose sis-
ter Diana was killed and father Benny

“l have a lot of mixed
feelings about all that’s
happened. But it comes
down to responsibility.”

— DAVID GONG
Relative of victims

torn off and ankle battered; Dina Richter,
whose elbow and shoulder was broken
and hip displaced; and Frank McCarthy,
whose brother Kevin was killed in the
afternoon accident.

The mid-morning press conference
was staged by lawyers from Greene,
Broillet, Panish & Wheeler, LLP, a Santa

ference in front of City Hall. They are suing the city for
damages because it didn’t set up protective barriers.

injured; Ilona Lettrich, whose finger was

See VICTIMS, page 6

Not everyone smiling over fluoride water

Routine matter turns
into lengthy debate

BY JOHN WOOD
Daily Press Staff Writer

COUNCIL CHAMBERS —
A plan to fluoridate the city’s
water was scheduled to be passed
as a matter of routine here
Tuesday but it ended up becoming
the focus of an hour-long debate
before the City Council.

More than a dozen people
spoke to the council about the con-
troversial decision to put fluoride
in Santa Monica’s drinking water,
an action approved by politicians
in October of 2001.

The issue came up because of a
$300,000 contract for the design
of a city fluoridation system.
Council members approved the
contract and officials plan to begin
delivering fluoridated water to res-
idents by the end of the year.

Most of the speakers at
Tuesday’s meeting criticized the
council for deciding to put fluo-
ride, which many believe can
cause negative health effects, into
the drinking water. They said that
even if one agrees with the pur-
ported benefits of fluoride, it
should still be left to individual
residents to decide if they want it
in their drinking water.

“Santa Monica is supposed to

Lesson in drinking, cleaning

By Daily Press staff

PICO NEIGHBORHOOD —
A Santa Monica man who was
cleaning a shotgun while drunk
was arrested here on Tuesday
after he accidentally shot into the
floor of his apartment, alarming
his downstairs neighbor.

Jaime Gomez, 38, was arrested

by Santa Monica Police for ille-
gally discharging a firearm within
the city limits, a misdemeanor.
Gomez’s neighbor, who lives in
the apartment below, called police
at 10:56 p.m. after she heard a shot
fired from above her ceiling.
When police arrived, residents in

See ARREST, page 5
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be progressive, not regressive. And
I think this is a regressive move,”
Reina Alvarez said.

A handful of others at the meet-
ing urged the council to approve

the $300,000 contract, saying fluo-
ride has been proven to help grow-
ing children develop stronger teeth.
City Councilman Bob Holbrook,

See WATER, page 5

Eight ‘Johns’ busted

By Daily Press staff

DOWNTOWN — Eight people
were arrested last Friday night
during an undercover prostitution
sting on Lincoln Boulevard.

Female officers from the Santa
Monica Police Department used
themselves as bait to lure “Johns”
to a street corner on Lincoln
Boulevard where they were propo-
sitioned and brought to a nearby
hotel room. Once the men solicited
sex, they were arrested for hiring a
prostitute, a misdemeanor offense.

Known as a “Reverse John”
sting, the undercover officers wore
a wire underneath their clothing so
vice detectives waiting in a hotel
room could hear their conversa-
tions with the men. The stings are
conducted regularly by the SMPD.

Lincoln Boulevard is known as
a strip for prostitutes, who come

from places like Hollywood to turn
tricks in Santa Monica and Venice.
Because it’s a state highway and
serves as a main thoroughfare,
hookers find the busy street a prof-
itable place to set up shop.
Residents and merchants off of
Lincoln Boulevard know that well.
Often times, they are greeted in
the morning with drug parapher-
nalia and used condoms lying on
the street. It is the SMPD’s goal to
eliminate prostitution in the city.
“It’s a community livability
issue for us,” said SMPD Lt. Frank
Fabrega. “We are not going to toler-
ate that type of activity in our city.”
Since Jan. 7, the SMPD has
arrested 20 people for prostitution,
or given citations for loitering for
the purposes of prostitution,
according to police records.

— Carolyn Sackariason
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Make an important call, Pisces

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS
The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:

%k kk-Dynamic **k%k-Positive **k*k-Average
*%*-So-so *-Difficult

&1 ARIES (March 21-April 19)

*%%%* Relax from yesterday and allow
someone else to run with the ball. An individual
could approach you with an offer that feels too
good to be true. Do your research. Unexpected
developments reveal that much more is going on.
Express your frustration in a positive way.
Tonight: Make nice.

=3 TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

x 2] %% %k % Deal with others directly, as they
surface at your door or on the phone. You’ll like
the results you obtain by approaching life in this
manner. A friend could surprise you. Go with the
flow, and you will be happy. Tonight: Just don’t
be alone.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)

%% Bosses and those you look up to do the
unforgettable, but not the unforgivable. How you
see a situation could change as the day gets
older. Work with others and don’t buck trends —
for now. In the long run, this method will work
best. Tonight: Off to the gym.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)

%% % %% Use your dynamic creativity and
imagination to get where you want to be. You
have the ability to see beyond the obvious and
hop over walls that others run into. Use this skill
right now. Someone might feel more deeply than
you do about your friendship. Tonight: Spice up
your life.

["‘-I LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

g;-.l * %% Stay anchored, knowing your objec-
tives. You might feel tempted to do something
one way and not the other. Stop, think and make
a rational decision. Let your creativity come
forth and speak for itself. You could be delighted
by what happens. Tonight: Happy at home.

"j‘l VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

=2l %% % %% Investigate possibilities that sur-
round you. You really don’t need to go far.
Others clamor around you. Think of yourself as
king or queen for the day. You express your
authentic self in a way that makes a big differ-

Qca Tonight: Out and about.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

%% %% Indulge yourself; you deserve it.
Though you often like to treat yourself, a devel-
oping work or health situation might be stressful
and/or very exciting. Flow with the moment and
let your spontaneity emerge. Tonight: Enjoy
yourself, sharing a preferred pastime.

il SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

d %% %%** The Moon in your sign adds
vigor and happiness to your life. The unexpect-
ed occurs with a child or loved one. Investigate
possibilities that surround a new form of com-
munication. Tonight: Say what you want.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

% %% You might have a lot going on that
you choose not to share, which is unusual for
you. Be discreet. What you share now as well as
what someone else shares with you need not be
public knowledge just yet — or perhaps ever.
Tonight: Vanish discreetly if you can.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

* %% k% Be sensitive to a friend, espe-
cially if you decide to ask a lot of questions.
How you ask could make a big difference in
your future relationship with this person. Give
others the benefit of the doubt until you have
proof otherwise. Tonight: Where the gang is.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

* %%k Think before you leap on a
good deal or purchase a present for someone (or
could this be you?). A friend shares a new per-
spective. Give his or her feedback some thought.
Decisions don’t need to be made right now.
Tonight: Work late.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)

%% % %% Do research before answering a
question or coming to a final decision. In fact,
don’t feel pressured in the least. Make it OK to
reverse your decision at the last moment. New
information comes along that could change your
view. Tonight: Make an important call. )
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LOCAL

Doctor, lawyer accused of
cheating insurance companies

By Daily Press staff

LOS ANGELES — A Brentwood
physician, an Encino attorney and two oth-
ers were arrested by the District Attorney’s
Bureau of Investigation Tuesday. They
and two others were charged with theft,
conspiracy and insurance fraud.

The doctor, Parviz Kahn Berjis, 70, the
attorney, Fariba Rahimi, 41, and the others
were arrested without incident and are
being held on bail ranging from $50,000 to
$5 million. Their arraignments are expect-
ed today in Los Angeles Superior Court.

The arrests of Berjis and five others fol-
lows a nearly three-year investigation into
allegations of fraudulent medical claim
billings on automobile insurance claims.

The case, handled by the District
Attorney’s Automobile Insurance Fraud
Division, was investigated by the Bureau
of Investigation with the assistance of the
California  Highway  Patrol, the
Department of Insurance and insurance
companies themselves. The complaint, in
overt acts relating to one count of con-
spiracy to commit grand theft and insur-
ance fraud, outlined an undercover inves-
tigation by District Attorney’s investiga-
tors that started in the spring of 2001.

Berjis and the other five defendants all
were charged with one count each of
grand theft and conspiracy. Berjis, an
internist and rheumatologist, additionally
was charged with four counts of insurance

fraud and two counts of Medi-Cal fraud.
His bail was recommended at $5 million.

Rahimi additionally was charged with
five counts of insurance fraud. Her bail
was recommended at $50,000.

Also arrested today were Katayoun
Jahangani, 35, a medical office adminis-
trator from Encino, and Fereydoun
Mehran Razy, 49, an accountant from
Agoura Hills. Two other people named in
the complaint have not yet been arrested.

Besides the grand theft and conspiracy
counts, Jahangani was charged with three
counts of insurance fraud and Razy with
one count of insurance fraud. Bail for
Jahangani was recommended at $2 million.
Razy’s bail was recommended at $50,000.

The complaint alleged the crimes
occurred between Jan. 1, 1996, and Dec.
17, 2003. Named victims included sever-
al 11 insurance companies, the
Automobile Club of California and the
State of California.

Deputy District Attorney Michael
Grosbard, the assistant head of the
Automobile Insurance Fraud Division,
said that losses may amount to more than
$2 million, but an exact dollar figure was
not included in the complaint.

He said that if convicted, Berjis faces a
possible maximum sentence of 12 years
and eight months in state prison. Jahangani
faces a possible term of 10 years and eight
months, while the others face possible
terms of five years and eight months.

Do you have
community

news?

New W swell starts to arrive throughout the day today, with most
spots showing surf in the 3-5° range. Best breaks pick up the West
swell early and see bigger waves before sunset.

OUTLOOK: This swell will hold overnight and by Friday morn-
ing the west-facing spots will see some serious bombers. It drops
Saturday.

Today the
water Is:

59

Write us at wood@smdp.com and tell us what the surf is doing
today at your local break.

L LOW TIDES HIGH TIDES
= LOW ONE LOW TWO HIGH ONE HIGH TWO
SATURDAY 3:49 AM 5:14 PM 9:58 AM N/A
SUNDAY 4:32 AM 5:48 PM 12:04 AM 10:35AM
MONDAY 5:32 AM 6:23 PM 12:43 AM 11:21 AM
TUESDAY 6:49 AM 7:06 PM 1:24 AM 12:15PM
WEDNESDAY 8:31 AM 7:48 PM 2:07 AM 1:41 PM
THURSDAY 10:08 AM 8:48 PM 3:00 AM 3:44PM
FRIDAY 11:19AM 9:51 PM 3:50 AM 5:32 PM

The Surf Report is sponsored by:
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58 tax included \Qo\ - \\05 11a.m. to
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R TN 119 Broadway, Santa Monica

310.394.0100

Last week, a very well organized | the schools. City officials, however,

«e. Submit news
releases
Email to:

sack@smdp.com or
fax 310.576.9913

Santa Wonica Daily Dress

group of school supporters filed an
amendment to the city charter that would
mandate City Hall fork over a minimum
of $6 million annually to the local school
district, which faces severe budget cuts
from the federal and state governments.
School supporters have continuously
thanked the City Council for financially
helping the district out in past years, but
they want to ensure they get more money
to keep local schools top-notch. Voters
most likely will be asked in November if
taxpayer money should be dedicated to

aren’t too keen on the idea of not having
control over the cash.

So this week, Q-Line wants to know,
“Should the schools have a set amount
of money put aside every year or
should the discretion be left up to the
City Council?”

Call (310) 285-8106 with your
response before Thursday at 5 p.m. We’ll
print them in Friday’s paper. Please limit
your comments to a minute or less. It
might help to think first about the word-
ing of your response.
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LETTERS

What about the Weller family?

Editor:

I am the child of an 82 year old. I had to take the car keys away from my moth-
er. It was a miserable decision, she hated me for it. It was necessary, her attention
was not sufficient enough to allow her to drive in westside traffic. She still holds a
grudge. But she is still alive and maybe someone else is too. Cars equal independ-
ence to most seniors, sometimes the price is too high.

In the matter of Mr. Weller and the market crash tragedy: I am more than a little
perplexed by the willingness I see for people to just write the entire event off as one
of those unfortunate, unavoidable events and run to the City of Santa Monica to sue
for its deep pockets insurance. No one is picking on Mr. Weller. It was completely
avoidable.

No one mentions the responsibility of the family in the matter. Mr. Weller killed
10 people with a car. Had he not been driving they would not be dead. A cold hard
fact. Explain away what you want, blame what you will.

If this man was not capable of driving, he should not have been driving, and
everything I have read points to the fact that he should have given up the car a while
ago. I know hindsight is a wonderful thing ... but it is the responsibility of the fam-
ily to monitor these things and watch the parent. I have yet to see anyone address
that. You can’t place all the blame on the DMV, which some seem to want to do. The
DMV doesn’t see mom and day every Sunday, they don’t know they wrecked the
garage, smashed the trash cans or hit the fence. Assume the responsibility that
comes with being a human being and part of a community. It’s a terrible burden to
live with but it did not have to happen. There is shared responsibility there.

Mr. Weller’s previous good actions do not excuse his responsibility for what hap-
pened that terrible day and in Santa Monica, we have too many other ways to get
around if the family is not willing. Driving is not a right it is a privilege, people
seem to forget that in California these days.

OPINION
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Opinions expressed are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa
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editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention to publish all
letters we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to
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576-9913. All letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content.

Just keep telling yourself that ‘it’s only a movie’

NEWS
on the
EDGE

By Ron Scott Smith

B Lockheed Martin has been awarded
a $769 million contract by the Pentagon to
develop what is officially called the
“Miniature Kill Vehicle” and I leave it up
to you to imagine the mischief that little
devil will be capable of. Sounds like a Dr.
Evil contraption designed for “Mini Me”
to do battle with Austin Powers. In a relat-
ed matter — and I leave it up to you to do
the relating — the Smithsonian Institute
recently unveiled a fully restored and spit-
polished Enola Gay, the B-29 World War
IT bomber that dropped the big one into
the middle of Hiroshima, reducing the
world population by some 200,000 with
one burgeoning mushroom cloud.
“Mommy, what did that cool Enola Gay
airplane do?” might ask the young, inquir-
ing minds, field-tripping through
America’s showcase historical museum.
And mommies will squirm in their shoes
as they obediently answer, “Well, honey,
it saved lives is what it did.”

B What Pat Robertson does, is save
lives too — saves them from the burning
eternal fires that may await them if they
don’t heed his word and cast their vote in
the upcoming national election for his
chosen one. The Preacher from the Black
Lagoon said this last week: “The Lord
has just blessed him (President Bush). It

YOUR

doesn’t make any difference what he
does, good or bad, God picks him up
because he’s a man of prayer.” And those
of you who might have a lesser opinion of
the president might just as well forget
about participating in America’s quadren-
nial self-correction in November. The
reverend-seer has seen, and it’s a done
deal. “George Bush is going to win in a
walk. I really believe I’'m hearing from
the Lord that it’s going to be a blowout
election in 2004.”

B Now one slight problem with this
Lord-choosing-sides-thing is that only
about a trillion or so just-as-devout souls
from around the globe happen to be of the
opinion that their chosen one, a guy
named Bin Laden, is “just blessed” no
matter what he does, too. All he said last
week in his latest taped release to his own
revering masses was this: “My message is
to incite you to continue the Jihad against
the conspiracies, especially those uncov-
ered by the occupation of the crusaders in
Baghdad under the pretext of weapons of
mass destruction.” And they were glued to
their radios. But when it comes right
down to it, right down into the earthly gut-
ters where well-intentioned men lay each
other out in seas of blood in the name of
their Lord, do you think their Lord really
wants his name attached to any of it?

B There’s a scene in “Young
Frankenstein,” the Mel Brooks movie,
where the deaf Peter Boyle title character
stumbles into the hut of the blind Gene
Hackman peasant, and all comic hell
breaks loose. When ex-Secretary of the
Treasury Paul O’Neill revealed to the
world this week that cabinet meetings with

President Bush were like “a blind man
talking to the deaf,” I couldn’t help but
think of that scene, and that these guys are
running the planet, and that if your boy,
Robertson, is right, Lord, then please be
prepared to help us all for four more years.

B And soon, ours might not be the only
planet they run. When the president on
Tuesday unveiled his ambitious new
space program that would yield us Mars,
he announced to the world that, first, “We
will gain a new foothold on the moon,”
and damn if it didn’t sound like a threat to
the moon.

B Mecanwhile, back at the run-down
Golden State ranch, it looks like an epic
Predator vs. Sitting Bull clash is brewing.
Gov. Scharzennegger has drawn the battle
line in the state budget wars, and along
with community college students not pay-
ing enough tuition, and senior citizens not
paying enough to the doctor, he’s identi-
fied the sovereign Native American tribes
running gaming halls in the desert as a
major source of our financial woes. In a
remarkable turn of events, it seems the
Indians have discovered an age-old white
man’s harvesting secret. They’ve figured
out how to get money to grow on trees.
But now the governor is telling them —
just like a good daddy has to — money
doesn’t grow there. According to
Schwarzenegger, those taxes you haven’t
been paying because you were broke and
got a pass when you were kicked out of
mainstream America back when the more
ambitious folks came along — well,
you’re going to have to start paying them.
Nobody down here in that mainstream
wants to pick up the entire tab for those

slacker students and elderly, so ante up.
Those nifty little lights around the roofs of
the Hummers don’t come cheap.

M The city of Santa Monica, seemingly
the Hummer capital of the world, decided
on Tuesday night to get into the dental care
business. City Council approved a
$300,000 plan to begin dumping
HydroFlouroSilicic acid into our water
supply so that every time you turn on the
faucet and take a drink, your teeth will get
a little happier. Nice of them to be thinking
of our teeth and all, but what about the fact
that the stuff requires a hazardous waste
permit and special clothing for those that
handle it? If we can’t buy it or touch it,
why run it through our faucets? And if
healthy teeth are suddenly such a priority
around here, how about the rest of the
body? I hereby propose that the city pay to
have a multi-vitamin — something along
the lines of the Wild Oats Basic Multi —
run freely through the same faucets. And I
run into stressed out fellow Santa
Monicans all the time. Why not throw in a
tad of valium while you’re at it, Mayor
Bloom? And with all the documented ben-
efits of a glass-of-red-wine-a-day, yeah —
you got it — how about rolling a little
cabernet through those pumping stations?
A modern-day, water-into-wine miracle.
All of Santa Monica would cheer up. It
might even be enough to get a colleague,
“Won’t You Come Home” Bill Bauer, to
give a buck to a bum.

(Ron Scott Smith is on edge and could
use some cheering up with all the injus-
tices in the world. To reach him, e-mail to
EdgeoftheWest@aol.com).

OPINION MA
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Fluoridated water on tap coming by end of year

WATER, from page 1

who voted for the contract, said fluoridated
water is considered one of the top 10 med-
ical achievements of the 20th Century.

“There is a core group of people who
are concerned about water fluoridation
and there are some council members who
are as well,” Holbrook said. “I don’t think
their fears are grounded in science and
that’s why I voted to approve it.”

When the debate was in full swing
three years ago, the council split 4-3 in
favor of fluoridation. City Councilman
Mike Feinstein said on Tuesday he feels
so strongly against fluoridation that he
intends to buy bottled water to use once

“Santa Monica is supposed to be progressive, not
regressive. And | think this is a regressive move.”

— REINA ALVAREZ
Santa Monica worker

the fluoridation kicks in.

Others, like City Councilman Ken
Genser, said he believes in the benefits of
fluoride but doesn’t think it should be forced
on residents. Genser proposed a motion that
City Hall staffers review the proposed fluo-
ride levels. That motion failed.

Local man fires gun into
floor, alarms neighbor

ARREST, from page 1

the building were evacuated and officers
called Gomez’s home, informing him on
an answering machine that the complex
was surrounded and demanding that he

a child’s reach, police said.

“Firearms should be cleaned at a
secure location such as a public range, not
your apartment,” Fabrega said. “A dis-
charge can cause serious injury.”

The SMPD is involved in a national
program called “Project

officers that he accidental-
ly pulled the trigger.
Police quickly realized
Gomez had been drinking
and took him into custody.
The shotgun was recov-
ered and placed into evi-

surrender.

Gomez came out of the
apartment and admitted to
!
Q:
—

Childsafe,” which gives
out free gun locks. The
locks are available in the
lobby of the Public Safety
Facility behind City Hall,
the Pico neighborhood and
Second Street police sub-
stations. The SMPD is dis-
tributing 2,000 of the

dence, SMPD Lt. Frank
Fabrega said.

No one was in the
apartment at the time of the incident. And
although no children were in the apart-
ment, the accident serves as a reminder
that guns should be locked and away from

Gun locks are being given
away for free by the SMPD.

locks, which come with a
pamphlet detailing safety
tips for gun owners.

“It’s better to be safe than sorry when
handling firearms,” Fabrega said.

— Carolyn Sackariason
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“I recognized that this was going for-
ward and I wasn’t trying to stop it,” Genser
later said. “However, we had a member of
the Environmental Task Force (a City Hall
commission) ... who said he’d like to look
at what the optimum levels are.”

With the contract approved, plans are

Nat Sherman MCD -. Nat Sherman NY cut |
ck for

underway. Utilities manager Gil Borboa
said construction of a fluoride treatment
system likely will begin in June and Santa
Monica’s drinking water will be fluoridat-
ed by year’s end. Currently, the drinking
water contains .2 to .4 parts per million of
fluoride. But according to government
health officials, the dental hygiene bene-
fits are optimal at .8 parts per million.

“There are a lot of people that are very
passionate on both sides of the issue,”
Borboa said, adding, “The dosage rate of
the fluoride, as planned to be applied, is
consistent with the Center of Disease
Control guidelines, which are consistent
with the State Health Department.”
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LOCAL

City Hall: Bollards wouldn’t have stopped Weller

VICTIMS, from page 1

Monica law firm that on Wednesday filed 10 claims
against City Hall seeking compensation for victims.
Lawyers said the city is responsible for the crash because
it should have erected a protective barrier at the ends of
the market.

“You’d think that’d be a good idea to put up on
Arizona Avenue when you invite 10,000 people,” attor-
ney Geoff Wells said. “There’s nothing there to prevent

T, e & i

| N |
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West Los Angeles, Ca. - If you
or someone you know has
been in a recent auto acci-
dent, you need to be aware
of a new Free Report that
reveals vital information that
you have to know before you
settle your case or speak
with anyone. Auto accident
victims seldom know their
rights and responsibilities.
Without knowledge, they
can end up frustrated, lost,
and victimized. Not only
that, by the time an auto
accident victim finds out he
or she has been either misin-
formed or taken advantage
of, it’s often too late. You
may even be experiencing
pain and discomfort and
don’t know what you should
do, or even feel a little guilty
worrying about your health
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or your rights. Well you are
not alone, after an accident,
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time figuring out how they
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auto accident victims who
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and pain because they did
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options as an auto accident
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to you or your loved one. To
receive your free report enti-
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Know if You Have Been In
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that from happening.”

Wells said removable metal “bollards” similar to
what’s at intersections on the Third Street Promenade
should have been set up at the market, instead of wooden
sawhorses. He called the accident, which left 10 dead and
63 injured, “totally avoidable” and said City Hall failed to
take “necessary, simple, reasonable safety measures.”

In a prepared statement, Wells and partner Brian
Panish said City Hall’s conduct was egregious and the
city should therefore bear total responsibility for the
crash. City Hall either knew or should have known about
elderly and other confused motorists driving into the
market in the past through the alleyways that run parallel
to the Third Street Promenade, Wells said. And Weller
should be considered another victim of the crash, he
added, because there were no signs warning drivers they
were approaching a closed-off area.

Deputy City Attorney Jeanette Schachtner, who is
handling the claims for City Hall, said the protective bar-
riers used at the Promenade wouldn’t have stopped
Weller, who reportedly entered the market gaining speeds
of up to 60 mph. What’s more, using bollards would slow
emergency vehicles, she said, adding that on the
Promenade ambulances and fire trucks are able to drive
around the bollards onto the sidewalk.

“People at the Farmers’ Market are in far less danger
than any of us who cross the street,” Schachtner said.
“We all have to hope that motorists will obey the law.”

Wells said most metal bollards are designed to sustain
the impact of a vehicle traveling 20 to 30 mph. City Hall
officials reiterated that the Promenade bollards wouldn’t
have stopped Weller’s 1992 Buick LeSabre.

“They’re not solid stainless steel,” City Councilman Bob
Holbrook said. “They’re hollow. He would have shaved
them off just like he was shearing a beard with a razor.”

With Wednesday’s filings, claims against City Hall now
total 48. Schachtner said the city plans to reject all the
claims against it because it doesn’t feel it’s responsible for
the accident. Once a claim is rejected, lawyers are able to
file formal lawsuits in Superior Court.

The claims filed Wednesday didn’t list a specific
amount of money. Wells said it was too soon to say how
much in damages they will seek from City Hall and the
Bayside District Corp., a nonprofit also being targeted
because it manages downtown and may have been
responsible for safety and security.

Though City Hall indemnifies Bayside — meaning it
would likely be responsible for any cash judgment —
Wells said the two entities potentially represent two dif-
ferent pools of money because they have separate insur-
ance coverage. City Hall must pay the first $1 million of
any judgment and the second $1 million is covered by a
pool of California municipalities. After that, City Hall’s
insurance policy covers up to $20 million.
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John Wood/Daily Press
Lawyers say barriers like these should have been set up
at the ends of the Farmers’ Market because City Hall
should have known an accident could occur.

But that may be only a portion of what’s at stake if
City Hall is found liable for the crash. Tens of millions of
dollars have been awarded in various wrongful death
suits in recent years and often that amount is higher when
an individual is seriously injured and requires a lifetime
of intensive care or nursing.

Greene, Broillet, Panish & Wheeler, with offices atop
the tower at Ocean Avenue and Wilshire Boulevard, won
the largest product liability suit in history — $4.9 billion
in 1999 against General Motors for a defective engine —
and has won numerous cases worth millions of dollars.
And they’re not alone in the civil arena. West L.A.-based
attorney Michael Piuze also is representing a handful of
victims and has filed claims against the city. Piuze got the
largest single-person jury award of all time, $28 billion
against Phillip Morris for a cancer victim in 2002.

An unexpected speaker took center stage briefly dur-
ing Wednesday’s press conference. Halil Parlar, a local
resident and peach vendor at the Farmers’ Market,
walked in front of about a dozen news cameras and sev-
eral reporters and told the Lattiers that he was a witness
to Leroy Lattier’s death.

Parlar, 72, said he had gathered signatures from more
than 700 people — residents, shoppers, vendors, even
council members, he said — demanding some type of
barricade be erected. He pointed to the Santa Monica
Pier, where pedestrians aren’t protected from motorists,
and said something needs to be done.

Asked if City Hall or Weller should be liable for the
crash, Parlar replied, “both.”

While civil suits surrounding the crash gather momen-
tum, Weller, 87, pleaded not guilty last week to 10 counts
of vehicular manslaughter with gross negligence, a felony.
Piuze has said the Los Angeles District Attorney’s Office
might have pushed for those charges because, if Weller is
found guilty, it could be used to protect City Hall.

But victims on Wednesday said they weren’t interested
in behind-the-scenes maneuverings. They said they sim-
ply wanted to make sure no one else is hurt.

“It’s been a hard couple of months,” said Gong, whose
sister and brother-in-law had moved from New York a
year earlier to pursue their careers as independent film-
makers. “It’s been difficult adjusting ... I have a lot of
mixed feelings about all that’s happened. But it comes
down to responsibility.”

Richter, a former marathon runner and swimmer who
leaned on a cane as she spoke, agreed.

“I guess I’m one of the fortunate people,” said Richter,
an English teacher at Hamilton High School in LA “I was
at the Farmers’ Market and I did not lose my life.
However, the last six months have been very difficult for
me. We should do everything we possibly can to make
sure this never happens again.

“If that means (suing) the city — so be it.”
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To all women: Tune-up
your finances to ensure
your independence

IT’S YOUR
- </ | BUSINESS
/ By John Kim

If you’re a woman, you’re probably
familiar with all the reasons why you need
to be financially independent. I won’t
repeat them here. If you’re like most of
us, the growth of your assets offers the
promise of greater freedom and more
security. You know you need to do some-
thing to preserve and grow your assets,
but where do you begin? Investing for
your future can be a very confusing
prospect. So here are some tips on what
you can do now to tune-up your finances.

Make a financial plan. It’s not enough
to say: “I want to be wildly rich.” Define
your goals. It may seem obvious, but a 30-
year-old has a totally different financial
profile than a 55-year-old. And age is just
the start — you need to consider marital
status, career goals and lifestyle, too.

What are you trying to achieve with
your money? Are you seeking to build
wealth over time? Do you need to use
capital to generate an income stream? Do
you need to manage financial risks
through an insurance program that com-
bines some protection with investment
features? What are your tax concerns?
Your answers to these questions will
allow you to put your money where it
could do the most good. But you also
need to know where your money is going
now. A quick survey of your monthly bills
will give you an idea.

Get rid of debt. It’s just as important to
manage what you owe as what you own.
Think about your variable debt such as
credit cards, travel and entertainment, etc.
Excessive credit card debt can severely
impede your financial independence —
prevent you from getting a loan to start
your own business, purchase a home or
save for education or retirement, for
example. So accelerate payments on high-
interest credit cards as much as possible.

Contribute to an IRA, 401(k) or other
retirement plans. The 401(k) may be one
of the most convenient and easy retire-
ment planning tools you have at your dis-
posal. Money is taken out of your pay-
check automatically (before taxes). It also
allows you to keep all the growth earned
on your investments without paying taxes
on dividends and capital gains until you
retire. In addition, most employers will
match a portion of your contribution — an

added bonus. If you’re 50 years old or
older, be sure to take advantage of the
“catch-up” provision, which allows you to
contribute an additional $2,000 on top of
the $12,000 contribution limit (for 2003).

Don’t just put your money into a
401(k) and forget about it. Carefully mon-
itor your retirement plan to make sure
your investments are appropriate for your
future financial goals. And be sure to
diversify your investments among a vari-
ety of asset classes — stocks, bonds and
cash. Diversification is one of the best
ways to help you reduce possible devas-
tating effects of holding all your invest-
ments in one or a few asset classes. In
addition, the right asset allocation can
help you ride out market volatility and
economic downturns.

GET LONG TERM CARE
INSURANCE

I wasn’t going to quote statistics, but
women do live longer than men. If you
think a long illness is devastating physi-
cally and emotionally, imagine what it can
do to you financially. In the event of a
long term illness, Long Term Care insur-
ance covers some or all of the expenses
you might incur, including assisted living,
at-home care, adult day care, therapy
services, paid companions and even trans-
portation. With long term care, you may
be able to protect your assets, maintain
your independence and preserve your
standard of living. So while you’re saving
and investing for the years ahead, make
sure your financial plans include LTC.

GET HELP FROM A FINANCIAL
CONSULTANT

Even if you’re already successful at
managing your finances, do you have the
time and desire to keep up with the daily
changes that affect your portfolio? A
financial consultant can help you find that
ideal balance between wanting to manage
your finances, and the time and energy
you’d rather devote to family, friends and
career building.

(John Kim is a financial consultant
with Smith Barney in Beverly Hills. For
more information, call (310) 205-4939 or
visit his webpage at http://www.wome-
nandco.com/womenandco/homepage/con
sultation.htm.)

Smith Barney does not provide tax or legal
advice. Consult your own legal and/or tax advi-
sor. Smith Barney is a division and service mar-
ket of Citigroup Global Markets Inc., member
SIPC. This article is based, in whole or in part, on
information provided by the sales and marketing
communications department of Smith Barney.
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High Court asked to end clean-air vehicle requirements

BY TIM MOLLOY

Associated Press Writer

LOS ANGELES — Business groups with the Bush
administration's backing will argue before the U.S.
Supreme Court on Wednesday that a Southern California
agency overstepped its bounds when it began requiring
large vehicle fleets to buy low-emission or alternative
fuel vehicles to reduce smog and toxic emissions.

U.S. Solicitor General Ted Olson was expected to
argue on behalf of the fuel and engine manufacturing
trade groups that want to overturn the vehicle require-
ments established by the South Coast Air Quality
Management District. The government has submitted a
brief for the plaintiffs, who believe only the federal gov-
ernment can set those standards.

AQMD attorney Barbara Baird said the federal involve-
ment in the case was “ironic” given that the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency set the clean air rules the
district is trying to meet. The government could take away
billions of dollars in federal highway money if Southern
California, which has the worst air pollution in the country,
doesn't meet federal clean air standards by 2010.

“The federal government is holding this very large ham-
mer over Southern California's head, and yet the Bush
administration wants to take away one of our most essen-
tial tools for meeting those goals,” AQMD spokesman Sam
Atwood said.

Since the program began in 2000, 5,500 heavy-duty
clean fuel vehicles have hit Southern California roads, the
district said. Fleets aren't required to have the new vehi-
cles until old ones are ready for replacement, and the rules
don't apply when no clean-fuel vehicles are available.

The rules apply to fleets of more than 15 vehicles

Y2
Laughter
on the
23rd Floor

by Neil Simon

including garbage trucks, school buses, transit buses, and
airport taxicabs and shuttles. Most are run by public
agencies or people with public contracts, and the AQMD,
state and federal government have helped pay replace-
ment costs, Atwood said.

The rules were created largely in response to a 1999
study that found diesel exhaust accounted for 70 percent
of the carcinogenic toxins in the air inhaled by residents
of the Los Angeles Basin, Atwood said.

But the trade organizations and the federal government
said that under the Clean Air Act, only the federal govern-
ment can set requirements on what vehicles must be used.
A provision allows California to ask the EPA for permission
to set rules on what manufacturers build, but the plaintiffs
said it doesn't apply to local agencies such as the AQMD.

“Right now we can produce one engine and sell it
throughout the country,” said Joe Suchecki, spokesman
for the Chicago-based Engine Manufacturers
Association, one of the plaintiffs. “If South Coast or any
other local jurisdiction or state could develop their own

emission standards, it would just be impossible for indus-
try to try to meet every standard.”

The federal government said in a brief it was getting
involved because it was responsible for enforcing clean
air rules, and because its own fleets would be affected by
the rules. It said the Clean Air Act prohibited local agen-
cies from making rules on new vehicle emissions.

AQMD said its regulations are legal because they tell
people what to buy, not what manufacturers shouldn't build.

Companies that don't meet the fleet standards are free to
sell their products outside the district, which includes
Orange County and parts of Los Angeles, Riverside and
San Bernardino counties. The rules were designed to apply
to vehicles with relatively fixed routes through the region,
not to those just passing through, AQMD officials said.

A district court upheld the rules because the clean-fuel
vehicles had been certified by a state air quality board
with the EPA's permission, not by the AQMD. An
appeals court agreed, prompting the plaintiff's appeal to
the Supreme Court.

Budget woes stall plan for environment

BY DON THOMPSON

Associated Press Writer

SACRAMENTO — California's budget woes have
stalled plans to create an 1,100-mile necklace of coastal
marine reserves to protect and renew the environment
along the length of the state.

Planning for the reserves is required by a 1999 law,
but wildlife officials said Tuesday that the state can't
afford the estimated $1.7 million to $2.3 million it would
take to complete planning by the Jan. 1, 2005, deadline.

The state's hiring freeze also has sapped about a third
of the technical staff at the Department of Fish and
Game, officials said.

Resources Secretary Mike Chrisman said he's solicit-
ing private contributions to proceed, something environ-
mental groups said they've been pushing since delays
first surfaced nearly a year ago.

“This is a model nationally for bringing back endan-
gered ecosystems,” said Richard Charter, a marine con-
servation advocate with Environmental Defense.

Scientists and environmentalists say California needs

ATTENTION: Back Pain Sufferers...
“FREE Report Reveals The
Shocking Truth About How To
Get Rid Of YOUR Low Back
Pain Once And For All Without
Drugs Or Surgery!”

to create more reserves to join the 12 created last year
around the Channel Islands off Los Angeles.

The state already had a network of more than 100
other tiny reserves, though this “hodgepodge” with con-
flicting fishing limits means “they've been pretty ineffec-
tive up to this point,” said department spokeswoman
Chamois Andersen.

The reserve plan could put up to a fifth of California
coastal waters off-limits to fishing. This has prompted
sharp protests from commercial and charter fishermen
who fear for their livelihood.

The department will continue reorganizing rules for
the reserves and conducting research about the effects of
the Channel Islands reserves while it waits for money to
study the new reserves, Andersen said.

Warner Chabot, vice president of The Ocean
Conservancy, said environmental groups met with
Chrisman two weeks ago to urge him to seek private
financing to augment dwindling state funds and staff to
keep planning proceeding.

“We do the Volkswagen version instead of the
Cadillac version,” Chabot suggested. “We refuse to
accept that the solution is to stop the process completely
and indefinitely.”

Scientists projected that as much as 20 percent of the
state's 1,100 miles of coastal waters might deserve protec-
tion. But Andersen said the actual reserves would result
from consensus among the 150 representatives assigned to
seven subgroups that divided up the state's coastline.

West LA, CA - A local doc-
tor’s shocking new FREE
report reveals the truth about
using over the counter drugs,
and even prescribed drugs to
fix the real cause of your low
back pain: They don’t work!
If you’ve been told you
need surgery on your low
back, you must find out the
#1 reason most low back
surgery’s are ineffective or at
best only offer short-term
pain relief.
Readers will also discover
what many university studies

Morgan-Wixson Theatre - Jan. 16 - Feb. 14

Fridays & Saturdays at 8pm & Sundays at 2pm
Saturday Matinee Jan. 31 at Zpm
Tickets $15 / Seniors $12 / Students $10 / Group Discounts

Reservations: (310) 828-7519
2627 Pico Blvd in Santa Monica

have proven to be the most
effective, safest, and longest
lasting treatment for eliminat-
ing YOUR low back pain.

Don’t suffer with your
pain another day because
you don’t have to!

To receive a copy of the
FREE report entitled: “The
Truth About Low Back Pain
And How To Eliminate It
Once And For All Without
Drugs Or Surgery!” call toll-
free 1-888-241-2207 and lis-
ten to the 24 hr. recorded
message.

WINDOW TINTING

Auto + Commercial * Residential + UV Coating * Lifetime Warranty
FREE ESTIMATES

CALL US FOR FREE COST SAVING T T
TIPS FOR YOUR HOME

$20 OFF*

w/ this ad

*Any tint job over $60

2410 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica
(310) 453-3541

www.automotiveentertainment.com

Lic#743969

M Therapeutic Massage Bl Hot Stones
. M Deep Tissue Massage M Facials

M Pregnancy Massage B Aeromatherapy
Ask about our women'’s circle
Dr. Lisa Masterson, M.D.

7333 Ocean ;%temte 07 Smm Wowica » (510) 455 - 5190

Serving OCEAN PARK and nearby beach communities

Monte Hartman

Real Estate Services

oceanparkhomes.com

M

(310)
4485968

COLDAWELL
KeR

B




Santa Monica Daily Press 0 Thursday, January 15, 2004 0 Page 9

NATIONAL

|

Feds to delay delisting of gray wolves in Rockies

BY BECKY BOHRER

Associated Press Writer

BILLINGS, Mont. — The U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service will not proceed with plans
to remove gray wolves from federal protec-
tion under the Endangered Species Act until
concerns about Wyoming’s plans for even-
tually managing the animals are addressed,
officials told The Associated Press Tuesday.

An official announcement was expect-
ed this afternoon by the agency’s director.
But Joan Jewett, chief of public affairs for
the agency’s Pacific Region, told the AP
that concerns with Wyoming’s plans “will
need to be corrected before we can move
forward with delisting.”

Fish and Wildlife Service Director Steve
Williams, in a letter to the Wyoming Game
and Fish Department director obtained by
the AP, said the agency is confident that
plans submitted by Montana and Idaho for
managing wolves are adequate “to main-
tain their share of the tri-state wolf popula-
tion above recovery levels.”

But Williams said the agency needs to
consider the management plans by the

three states together.

“As a result, delisting cannot be pro-
posed at this time due to some significant
concerns about portions of Wyoming’s
state law and wolf management plan,”
Williams wrote.

Williams said that the agency intended
to move ahead with the proposed delist-
ing of gray wolves in the Northern
Rockies if Wyoming adequately address-
es the concerns.

Among the concerns is Wyoming’s
plan to classify wolves in part of the state
as predators, which could be killed virtu-
ally at will; the Fish and Wildlife Service
said that must be changed.

“The unregulated harvest, inadequate
monitoring plan and unit boundaries pro-
posed by the state’s management plan do
not provide sufficient management con-
trols to assure the service that the wolf
population will remain above recovery
levels,” Williams wrote.

Wyoming Gov. Dave Freundenthal
said he is disappointed with the govern-
ment’s decision, but is prepared to work

with the state Legislature and congres-
sional delegation to develop a response.

Gray wolves have made a remarkable
recovery since first being reintroduced to
the Yellowstone ecosystem in 1995 after
being nearly wiped out by hunting and trap-
ping across the West. The Fish and Wildlife
Service considers their recovery a success.
There are about 760 wolves in the three
states, where they currently are classified as
“threatened” under the Endangered Species
Act in some areas, and as an “experimental
population” in and immediately around
Yellowstone National Park.

If the agency had found all three state
plans acceptable, it planned to propose
removing all federal protections for the
animals, turning management over to
Montana, Wyoming and Idaho, all of
which were officially hostile to wolf rein-
troduction from its start.

Just last month, about a dozen wildlife
managers and scientists, in individual
reviews of the state plans, said the pro-
posals should be enough to ensure the
wolves’ survival in the Northern Rockies

once the animals are removed from feder-
al protection. But some of the experts,
who were asked by the Fish and Wildlife
Service to give their assessments, said
they were concerned with such things as
whether there will be enough money to
properly manage the wolves and how the
states plan to monitor the animals.

Some reviewers also had concerns with
how Wyoming planned to classify wolves.
Under that state’s plan, gray wolves in
some areas would be protected, while in
other areas they would be classified as
predators and could be killed with few
restrictions. Wolves would be protected in
the national parks.

Oregon, which has no confirmed
wolves but lists them as a state endan-
gered species, is also working on a wolf
management plan, preparing for the time
when enough migrate across the Snake
River from Idaho to establish a resident
population. However, Oregon’s plan has
no bearing on the federal decision over
protecting wolves under the Enangered
Species Act, Jewett said.

Conservation group names the 10 most ‘endangered’ parks

By The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A conservation group’s annual
list of the 10 “most endangered” national parks has six
holdovers from last year, still considered victims of dirty
air, inadequate funding and bad policy.

The National Parks Conservation Association again
named Big Thicket National Preserve in Texas as well as
five national parks: Great Smoky Mountains in North
Carolina and Tennessee; Joshua Tree in California;
Shenandoah in Virginia; Everglades in Florida, and
Yellowstone in Wyoming, Montana and Idaho.

The group said air pollution threatens many of the
parks. In addition, it said there are problems with private
land sales and potential oil and gas drilling in Big
Thicket; development along park borders in Joshua Tree;
nonnative species damage in Shenandoah; management
and funding questions in the Everglades; and lack of
money and bison slaughters in Yellowstone.

Original
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Thomas Kiernan, the association’s president, said the
main problem is the annual $600 million shortfall for
operating needs in the National Park Service’s $2.3 bil-
lion budget.

Park Service spokeswoman Elaine Sevy said the asso-
ciation’s interest in parks is appreciated. “We’ll look at
what they have to say, and see how it compares with what
our research is showing, and with how we’re addressing
many of the issues they raise,” she said.

The group had three new places and one program on
its list this year:

M Biscayne National Park in Florida, due to overfish-
ing and water pollution.

M Oregon Pipe Cactus National Monument in Arizona,
from lack of money for protecting plants and wildlife.

B Wrangell-St. Elias National Park and Preserve in

Free Report Reveals
The Hidden Truth Of
Headache Relief

Headache Victims Shocked
and Amazed!

ment to date. And the best
of all is that this treatment

If you suffer from
headaches and are current-
ly taking medication to
alleviate your pain, then
you need to call the
Headache Sufferer’s Hot-
line and discover what
your doctor may not know
about the real cause of
most headaches. Learn
what medical studies have
proven to be the most
effective headache treat-

doesn’t involve taking any
pills or surgery of any
kind! To hear the truth
about headaches most drug
companies don’t want you
to know, call the...

Toll-Free 24 Hour
Recorded Message At
1-888-634-8222.

Alaska, because of land scarred from ATV use and poten-
tial road-building.

M National Underground Railroad Network to Freedom
Program, cited for inadequate money for preserving the
history of slavery and the civil rights movement.

The four they replaced from last year’s list are Denali
National Park and Preserve in Alaska; Virgin Islands
National Park; Glacier National Park in Montana; and
Ocmulgee National Monument in Georgia.
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FACE-to-FACE with the
Women & Children of Ira

Local resident Kelly Hayes-Raitt visited Iraq twice this year — once in February, just 5 weeks before
the U.S. bombings and invasion, and in July, where she found some of the children and women who
touched her so deeply during her first visit. She saw firsthand the impact of the bombings and invasion
on innocent people's lives, homes and hearts.

She will be speaking about the people she met — and remet — in Baghdad, Hillah, Babylon, Fallovja,
Basra and Umm Qasr.

Saturday, January 17th

The National Association of University Women
Dept. of Water & Power - 4030 S. Crenshaw Blvd. in L.A.

A political consultant and dynamic speaker, Kelly Hayes-Raitt has addressed over 100 audiences, including
religious congregations, state conferences, school dasses, community clubs, large peace rallies and small
neighborhood meetings. To address your group, call (310) 581-4421 or e-mail C2CCampaigns@aol.com.
Photos may be viewed at www.CommunityCampaigns.com/Iraq.

ersary Callection t'.'efebraﬁng SMDP’s 2nd

Anniversary!

VE'R“I'DH
210

-120pp, signed!
-Softeovers $15
-C0s 810

-Both $20

PEALL TNETH

FI.U'E‘ J'
o

JOE KING
=801
DcEAH PARE BLvo.
=300

Wg‘mﬁﬂ Tonica Daifp Press

SANTA MOWICA

LOW CARB
MARKET

NOW OPEN

Over 1300 LOW CARB, LOW
FAT & SUGAR FREE products

1820 Wilshire Blvd. at 19" Street

(next to Froman’s Deli and Rite Aid)

310-828-0030

Hours: M-F 9am-7pm Sat & Sun 10am-6pm
www.purefoods.com
Opening in mid-January at:

350 N. Canon Drive in Beverly Hills

| -

NATIONAL

Source: Fastow to plead
guilty in Enron debacle

BY KRISTEN HAYS

AP Business Writer

HOUSTON — A plea deal worked out
for former Enron finance chief Andrew S.
Fastow includes his cooperation with
prosecutors, which could break open the
investigation into the failed energy giant's
top management, a source familiar with
the talks said Wednesday.

Fastow and wife, Lea, a former Enron
assistant treasurer, were expected to plead
guilty Wednesday afternoon to charges
related to their roles in Enron's stunning
2001 collapse, two sources told The
Associated Press on condition of
anonymity Tuesday.

The assistance of Andrew Fastow, who
allegedly masterminded a complicated
web of partnerships to hide enron's debt
and inflate its profits, could lead the
Justice Department to former Chairman
Kenneth Lay and former Chief Executive
Jeffrey Skilling, who led Enron when it
was considered the nation's seventh-
largest corporation in 2001.

“They have the opportunity to get to
the 50th floor,” the source said on condi-
tion of anonymity.

Lawyers for Lay and Skilling have
maintained their clients' innocence.
Michael Ramsey, Lay's attorney, has said
he has nothing to worry about as long as
Fastow and others are truthful.

The Fastow plea deals had stalled last
week after a judge refused to guarantee
Lea Fastow a five-month prison sentence,
as agreed to with prosecutors. Her attor-
ney said the couple insisted on the five-
month sentence to ensure that their two
young sons have at least one parent at
home. U.S. District Judge David Hittner
demanded that he retain the right to alter
Lea Fastow's sentence.

Under federal sentencing guidelines,
Hittner is supposed to consider a range of
10 to 16 months for the tax crime, said
Kirby Behre, a former federal prosecutor
in Washington D.C. But Hittner can
depart from the range, and a 10-month
sentence could require Lea Fastow to
serve half the time in prison.

Andrew Fastow, 42, whose case is
being handled by Judge Kenneth Hoyt,
would become the highest ranking execu-
tive to plead guilty in the Justice
Department's two-year criminal investiga-
tion into the Enron collapse.

“Unquestionably, this is the break-
through that the government has been
pursuing” to possibly lead them to Lay
and Skilling, said Robert Mintz, a former
federal prosecutor and an expert in white-
collar crime.

“There is nobody besides Fastow who
can make this case for the government
and that's why they have been pursuing
him for so long and so aggressively.”

It wasn't immediately clear how much
help Fastow's plea requires him to give
the government to develop cases against
Lay, Skilling or others.

Bryan Sierra, spokesman for the
Justice Department, declined comment.
Mike DeGeurin, Lea Fastow's lead attor-
ney, and John Keker, her husband's lead
attorney, didn't return calls for comment.
Fastow family spokesman Gordon

Andrew also declined comment.
GOOD THING YOu

Andrew Fastow was charged with 98
counts of insider trading, fraud, money
laundering, tax violations and others for
allegedly running a complicated web of
partnerships and financing methods that
hid debt, inflated profits and funneled
millions of dollars to him, his family and
chosen friends and colleagues. His trial
was slated for April 20.

Lea Fastow was charged with six
counts of conspiracy and filing false tax
forms for allegedly helping to hide
income and make one of those partner-

“There is nobody
besides Fastow who can
make this case for the
government and that’s
why they have been
pursuing him for so long
and so aggressively.”

— ROBERT MINTZ
Former federal prosecutor

ships appear independent of Enron so the
failed energy giant could continue getting
tax benefits for wind farms after buying a
utility. Her Feb. 10 trial was to be the first
in a string of Enron cases this year.

Michael Kopper, Fastow's one-time
top lieutenant at Enron, led prosecutors to
Fastow when he pleaded guilty to con-
spiracy in August 2002. Fastow was
indicted two months later, and his wife
was indicted last May.

The day after Kopper's plea, a federal
judge froze more than $23 million in bank
and brokerage accounts held by the
Fastows, their family foundation, his
brother, several former Enron employees
and two holding companies. Also frozen
was $3.9 million from the 2002 sale of a
three-story, 11,493-square-foot mansion
the Fastows built in Houston's wealthiest
neighborhood, River Oaks, where
Skilling and Lay live.

Also last week Enron's former chief
accounting officer, Richard Causey, was
slated to face criminal charges after the
Fastows entered their guilty pleas. Sources
close to the probe said Tuesday that
Causey's surrender remains the next step,
but it was unclear when that would occur.

Causey was supposed to review all
Enron deals with one of the partnerships
Andrew Fastow devised.

Behre called a 10-year sentence for
Andrew Fastow “excellent” — given that
“what drives sentencing is predominantly
the amount of the fraud.” Fastow is
accused of pocketing at least $45 million
from the Enron deals.

Fastow would face at least 20 years in
prison if convicted at trial, Behre said.

“For someone facing more than 20 to
get an offer that locks in 10 years with
possibly good time off, and could get
lower if he cooperates with prosecutors,
that's as close to a sweet deal you can
have in this kind of case,” he said.

RECYCLE YOUR PAPER
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Legality of U.S. attempts to transform Iraq questmned

BY GEORGE GEDDA

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — The old Iraq wasn't
particularly hospitable to foreign investors,
but L. Paul Bremer III, the U.S. adminis-
trator in the new Iraq, is making it clear that
times have changed — and a new era for
outside entrepreneurs is at hand.

“This Order replaces all existing for-
eign investment law,” Bremer said in a
directive issued last September as part of
the Coalition Provisional Authority's
ongoing makeover of the nation Saddam
Hussein once ruled.

Other U.S.-initiated decrees for Iraq
include a free market economy, a 15 per-
cent tax ceiling and a new banking code.

But questions are being raised about
whether these and other moves are consis-
tent with international law, particularly
the Geneva conventions of 1949 and the
Hague Resolutions of 1907, both ratified
by the United States.

The Hague accord, for example, directs
occupying powers to respect, “unless
absolutely prevented, the laws in force in
the country.”

Section 4 of Bremer's September
directive, known as Order 39, states: “A
foreign investor shall be entitled to make
foreign investments in Iraq on terms no
less favorable than those applicable to an

Bush administration officials say U.S. actions in Iraq
were authorized in general terms by U.N. Security
Council resolution 1483, adopted May 22.

Iraqi investor.”

The changes planned for Iraq aren't only
about economics. On the political front, the
Bush administration envisions a one-per-
son, one-vote system that it hopes will
serve as a model for other Arab countries.

David Scheffer, a Clinton-era ambassa-
dor-at-large for war crimes, believes the
administration, along with co-occupier
Britain, is carrying things too far.

“The whole point of an occupation is to
create a temporary stabilizing system on a
foreign society and then transform that

very quickly to sovereign status,”
Scheffer said in an interview.
Scheffer, now a  Georgetown

University professor, said occupation law
was designed to discourage countries
which may be tempted to invade, occupy
and transform another country.

They can “tinker around the edges” but
not much more, he said in an article in a
forthcoming issue of the American
Journal of International Law.

Without restraints, “the door would be
wide open for abuse by aggressive and
benevolent armies alike.”

Bush administration officials say U.S.
actions in Iraq were authorized in general
terms by U.N. Security Council resolution
1483, adopted May 22.

It permits occupying nations in Iraq “to
promote the welfare of the Iraqi people”
by “working toward the restoration of
conditions of security and stability ... in
which the Iraqi people can freely deter-
mine their own political future.”

Beyond that, a State Department offi-
cial said basic decision-making in Iraq
these days is in the hands of the 25-mem-
ber Iraqi Governing Council and the min-
istries under its control.

The council is acquiring more power
each day from the Coalition Provisional
Authority, which, in any case, is due to
hand over authority to Iraqis on June 30,
the official said.

At that time, Iraqis will be free to reverse

any dictates by the provisional authority,
the official noted. Left unchecked in the
interim, Iraq could once again revert to a
“bastion of terrorism,” said the official, who
spoke on condition of anonymity.

Existing occupation laws may have been
reasonable early in the past century but not
in the terrorism era, the official added.

A Jan. 10 New York Times article said
there are few precedents to guide experts
on the legality of U.S. actions in Iraq
because the number of self-declared occu-
piers is small.

It pointed out that the United States did
not claim occupier status in Germany and
Japan after World War II because both had
surrendered.

The Times account said coalition con-
cerns about legal overreach in Iraq
prompted the administration to scrap a
plan to privatize inefficient state-owned
enterprises. Decisions on those issues will
be made by Iraqis.

Scheffer says the Iraq's occupiers could
be subject to civil or criminal liability
under the Hague and Geneva accords.

They have failed, he wrote, “to estab-
lish and maintain public order,” to restore
in a timely manner electricity and other
services, and “to create unemployment on
a massive scale” by demobilizing
Saddam's police and military.

WORLD BRIEFLY

America wins back some friends

By The Associated Press

MONTERREY, Mexico — Rich and poor nations
alike walked away from this week's 34-nation summit
with victories: The developing world kept the meeting
focused on social issues, while the United States
regained several old friends in the region.

The democratically elected heads of state attending
the special Summit of the Americas signed a declaration
Tuesday pledging to stick to their timetable on ending
negotiations for a hemisphere-wide trade zone known as
Free Trade of the Americas.

Canada and Mexico won the biggest prizes from the
United States. President Bush told Canada it will be eli-
gible for a second round of U.S.-financed reconstruction
contracts in Iraq.

On Monday, Mexican President Vicente Fox accept-
ed an invitation to visit Bush's Texas ranch and praised
his proposal to allow migrants to work temporarily in
the United States.

The mention of a timetable for the free trade agree-
ment was a victory for the United States, but it did not
go as far as U.S. officials wanted. It eliminated any
mention of a 2005 deadline for the accord — mentioned
in earlier drafts — but called for nations to stick to their
“original timetable.”

In previous trade negotiations, ministers agreed to try
to complete the agreement by next year. However, some
Latin American nations say that is too soon.

Woman suicide bomber kills five

By The Associated Press

EREZ CROSSING, Gaza Strip — A female
Palestinian suicide bomber blew herself up Wednesday
at the major crossing point between Israel and the Gaza
Strip, killing at least four Israelis and wounding seven
other people, Israeli rescue services and media said.

The bomber set off the explosion in the area where thou-
sands of Palestinian laborers and foreigners pass between
Israel and the coastal strip, Israeli officials said. At least
two of the wounded were Palestinians, the army said.

Hamas and the Al Agsa Martyrs' Brigades, linked to
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat's Fatah movement,

issued a joint claim of responsibility.

They identified the bomber as Reem Raiyshi, a 21-
year-old Hamas militant. She apparently is the first
female suicide bomber from the militant Islamic funda-
mentalist group.

Two men arrested in cheerleader’s death

By The Associated Press

KAANAPALLI, Hawaii — Two California men were
arrested in the death of an 18-year-old New Jersey
cheerleader whose naked body tumbled from the ninth
floor balcony of a Maui hotel.

The two men, who were not identified, were arrested
Tuesday on charges of second-degree murder in the
death of Lauren Crossan, of Randolph, N.J., said Lt.
Tivoli Faaumu.

Crossan was part of a group from the National
Association of American Cheerleaders that had arrived
on Maui to participate in Saturday's Hula Bowl college
football game.

The two men, ages 19 and 20, were registered to the
room from which Crossan fell. They were on vacation
and not connected to the game or to the cheerleaders'
group, Faaumu said.

Crossan's body was discovered Monday morning on
the grounds of the Hyatt Regency Maui Resort after a
hotel guest reported seeing it.

The men told police that Crossan was in their room
when they fell asleep early Monday. Her clothes and
personal belongings were still in the room when police
arrived to question them, but the men said they didn't
know what happened to her, Faaumu said.

An autopsy confirmed Crossan died of injuries suf-
fered in the fall, Faaumu said. An investigation was
continuing.

U.S. considers giving contracts to allies

By The Associated Press

WASHINGTON —The Bush administration is con-
sidering whether to award lucrative reconstruction proj-
ects in Iraq to allies who opposed the U.S.-led war —
possibly including Germany, France and Russia — in a
major change of policy.

Bush outlined his new policy Tuesday as he
announced that Canada would be allowed to bid on
some of the $18.6 billion in reconstruction work from
which it had been excluded.

Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld said three or
four other countries, which he declined to name, also
would be eligible to bid for a second wave of recon-
struction contracts, which U.S. officials estimated were
worth roughly $4.5 billion.

Later, White House press secretary Scott McClellan
said any country that, like Canada, had been excluded
because of opposition to the Iraq war could now qualify
if it had made a pledge toward Iraq's reconstruction at the
donors' conference held in October in Madrid, Spain.

Bush cited Canada's pledge of $225 million toward
Iraq's reconstruction — one of the largest at the confer-
ence — and its expressions of support for the U.S.-led
political efforts in Iraq as the reason it won a spot on the
contracting list.

Paul O’Neill wants to fix ‘broken process’

By The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Paul O'Neill says he wanted to
participate in a book that reveals the inner workings of
the Bush administration because he believes the current
political system badly stifles meaningful debate on pub-
lic issues and needs to be fixed.

“I hope people will read it because I think it makes a
contribution to illuminating, especially for young peo-
ple, what I consider to be a bipartisan, broken political
process,” O'Neill said Tuesday, the day the book, “The
Price of Loyalty,” began appearing in bookstores
nationwide.

However, the Bush administration and its supporters,
unhappy with the unflattering portrait of the president
that emerges from the book, written by former Wall
Street Journal reporter Ron Suskind, stepped up their
attacks, charging that a disgruntled O'Neill was seeking
retribution for his dismissal as Treasury secretary in
December 2002.

Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld told
reporters at the Pentagon on Tuesday that he tried to
caution O'Neill, his longtime friend, not to participate in
a tell-all book.

Now that it is out, Rumsfeld said he disagrees with
O'Neill's characterization of Bush as a disengaged chief
executive who left Cabinet members having to guess
what policy course he wanted them to pursue.




Page 12 0 Thursday, January 15, 2004 0 Santa Monica Daily Press

A

COMICS

The Dinetle Set v, st

Natural Selection®

CROSSWORD

By Russ Wallace
= A By THOMAS JOSEPH
: ACROSS 45 Requires
E:";;ET?;E;E:‘E 1 Eats 46 Looks
£H IMPULEE AND e 1 Fnﬁfiq 3 Treaties over
RELRE T TED IT LATER B‘E&?Jmm 10 Took it
%[ ?T,:'?:m AT A B a5y DOWN
o (Y [Tt _ 12 Get frosty 1 Thunder-
D i:;ﬁ "y :ﬂﬁ 13 Pueblo strokes
Y ki NI material 2 Foughl
7, s 20 14 W va. 3 Oxygen L S
B e neighbor farm Yestzrday's answet
h 15 Bad 4 Spider’s
L2 review creation 17 Artist 33 Mew
16 "Guys 5 Holmes Yoko York's —
and Dells”  prop 19 Links Island
@3‘?’,.\;" s0Ng- 6 Top number 34 Conducior
-‘!-it@__gi\ v RERY £ Barny Lofsin] writer cards 22 "Alagt Previn
————— P S i 18 Interceds 7 Official 24 Ste';lm 35 Lairs
ot gun taenirs. | @O L b oo fen ,T_B“;p" o B fg_.?p T éﬁ.qul}ﬁ-‘& 20 Applica- rebjuke engine 37 Inthe
iR o L PR TERICe femiborzel i 4 ’Lﬁf:ﬁ:fF;nN?::; A,c;,;;&iq, mm_.»_fo - ticn 8 Sets the 25 Furious hean
(i Bewd ek [ ek e § 21 Swear dial 27 Crony of
¥ 23 Free of 9 Exempted 28 Tar 38 Goaes
; ( g 24 Bike part 11 Aclthe 30 Weed out
T E g/ 26 Stare caurier whacker 42 Brink
= : i v\,,_;/’ sign NEW cnusswm__tul BIZ_IDIF.L :.‘;F.:.ﬂ 5.1 5L -;r.-mrs_-._p:_-j iha .
t i\‘@_‘?& Q‘LJ; ‘: 28 Dayr |igh1 'I"-:-maj Jns:af'u H:u:tr B T :u..l.-:.-.u '.’Ellann..;Fl .1:::.1-?.-..
29 Perlman
Reality Check® Speed Bump® of [ )
By Dave Whammond Bv Dave Coverlv . :ﬁ;tiif E E
T o et [Sfole 52 e N fime |
EVER 47 TIMES! € PR T ﬂ 32 Tin Man's [* E g
LR prop 7 I
36 Rubs _
39 Low digit " "
4“ Heat KLl T L
home m 7 TEEE
41 Fixes
43Raling  |” T "
Slones - RL
stng ] L
P 44 Turn
. P aside - "
115
“WORLD F:\MOUS" ; Lu BE IT on
-
Big Dean’s Cafe LOSE IT. i
AT SAHTA Mﬂx“‘f Bu"f" In minutes, with no appointment JAPANESE RESTAURANT
Where the “locals” meet and the “fun loving” tourists always retum!

SUN ¢ FUN » GREAT FOOD '

BEER  WINE « MUSIC

SPORTS TV « 2 OUTDOOR PATIOS

SMOKING ALLOWED |
REASONABLE PRICES! CHILDREN WELCOME! | 1
1

1615 Ocean Front, Santa Monica (310) 393-2666

At Santa Monica Beach in front of the historic merry-go round, just
below & southeast of the pier. This location has been here since 1902

|YOUR NEXT JIFFY LUBE

+ Tax & Envuronmental
Fee, Most Cars.

Signature Service Oil Change.

+ a FREE VIP Card

($30 value. See store for details.)

Bring in this coupon to the Santa Monic:
tal fee, most cars, up to 5 quarts, for a complete Signature Service Oil Change. Not valid with
other discounts or offers of synthetic oil. OFFER EXPIRES 2/29/04.

Each Jifty Lube is independently owned and operated. SM-DP 8

2344 Pico Blvd. in Santa Monica (at Cloverfield)

-a Jiffy Lube and pay $21.99 plus tax and environmen

(310) 392-1994

2645 LINCOLN BLVD.IN SANTA MONICA
(AT OCEAN PARK INSIDE THOMAS’ COFFEE SHOP)

$15 Special

FREE California Roll & FREE Miso Soup

with $15 purchase or more

Buy 1 get second item free
Exp. Jan. 31, 2004

(310) 452-2265
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CLASSIFIEDS

S3°° per day.Up to 15 words, 20 cents gach additional word.

Call 310-458-7737 and promote your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 15,000.

CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative

Employment

For Sale

Furniture

Pets
Boats

$3 - 5K per week income poten-
tial work from home, NOT MLM.
(800)570-3782 Ext. 4020.

AUTO DETAILER wanted. No
experience required will train.
California drivers license/clean
DMV required. Apply with DMV
printout P/T.F/T $7/hr 310-459-
6800, Greg

BEAUTY STYLIST'S for new
Fantastic Sams Salon in Santa
Monica. Guarantee 9/hr and up.
(310)890-1222

CASHIERS AND Hourly Super-
visor. FT/PT Must be reliable,
excellent customer svc skills &
available weekends. Must have
experience in low-carb diet! Ap-
ply in person.Pure Foods 1820
Wilshire Blvd, SM. EOE.

COMPANION ~ SOUGHT to
keep generous gentleman hap-
py. Photo and details to
hupenzwecklos@hotmail.com

FIGURE MODEL wanted. Fit fe-
male model wanted for figure
drawing by artist. No experi-
ence necessary. Call (818)501-
0266

FRONT DESK Position in Doc-
tor's Office . Job responsibili-
ties: greet patients, answer
phones, schedule appoint-
ments, verify insurance bene-
fits, collect copays. Must be ma-
ture, reliable, reasonably organ-
ized & detail oriented.Under-
standing medical terminology a
plus. Serious & experienced on-
ly. F/T Contact Laura (310)459-
4333 or fax resume to
(310)454-4707 or email
lauradtan@aol.com

EMPLOYMENT ADULT DA
HEALTH CARE IN MARINA
DEL REY IS LOOKING FOR
IMASTER IN SOCIAL WORK,
RN & KITCHEN AIDE
310-821-3599 FAX 310-821-
3387

GREAT OPPORTUNITY in Re-
tail Awaits You! Assistant Man-
ager and P/T Position Needed.
Must have experience! Apply at
ONE 332-C Santa Monica Blvd.
between 3rd & 4th Streets
310-576-6980

Ask for Bobby

IMMEDIATE OPENING for full
or part time Retail Sales Per-
son. Apply in person Mon-Sat
10am-6pm. Wilshire West Fine
Paper, 3023 Wilshire Blvd San-
ta Monica.

MEDUSA HAIR Salon In Venice
is looking for P/T Receptionist
323-974-0966 fax resume 714-
800-7325

MUSCLEMAG INTERNATION-
AL, Recognized Leader in the
health and fitness retail market
is looking for: Full-time & part-
time sales associates (proven
record in retail sales;health and
fitness enthusiasts:excellent
customer service skills)

3002 Main Street

Santa Monica, CA 90405

Note: We are also looking for
store manager and assistant
store manager positions (future
openings). Please fax or e-mail
your resume to 310-399-5758
venicebeach
@emusclemag.com
Attn:Jolene Pride, Visit our web-
site at www.canusagroup.com

Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos Rent
Houses for Rent

Roomates

Commerical Lease

NANNY NEEDED for
Monica family w/preschool
children. Fit, 40, excellent
English, refs., and drivers
license required. Leave
message for Kasey
310-581-8891

THE DAILY Press is seeking
Advertising Interns  for the
spring semester. This is a fan-
tastic opportunity to jump into
advertising. Flexible hours, col-
lege credit available. Email re-
sume to ross@smdp.com.

Santa

THE DAILY PRESS IS
SEEKING NEWSROOM
INTERNS FOR THE SPRING
SEMESTER. FLEXIBLE
HOURS AND A GREAT
WORKING ENVIRONMENT.
GAIN EXPERIENCE IN
JOURNALISM WORKING
FOR THE ONLY DAILY
LOCAL NEWSPAPER IN
SANTA MONICA. IF
INTERESTED, E-MAIL
RESUME TO
HEATHER@SMDP.COM

WORK P/T No experience
needed, evenings, $8/hr, flexi-
ble schedule. Call
9886 .

(888)263-

ALL STORE fixtures for sale.
Bel Mondo going out of biz,
1413 Montana Ave. (310)394-
7272.

YOUR
AD
HERE

ADVERTISE!!

Santa Monica
Daily Press
Classifieds

310.458.7737
Ask for Mitch

Real Estate

Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage

Services
Computer Services
Attorney Services

C Tordl

OF SANTA MONICA

Claude Short
Auto Sales Dealer

’01 DODGE
DURANGO R/T
VIN 544097 Loaded, Leather
’02 Ford Escape XLT only 31K, 1Towner $19995
V6, Automatic A/C P/window
P/lock, tilt, CD, white leather

(ID#2KB22246) $17,895

’95 Ford Escort
LX Wagon, Auto, A/C, P/S,
P/B, roof rack, great
transportation car!
(ID#SW213592) $3,985

94 JAGUAR XJ6
VIN 687617 Pristine cond.
6 disc changer wire wheels

$10995

95 MERCEDES

BENZ S-320
’02 Ford Explorer Sport VIN 280961 six disc changer
V6, automatic, alloys, Black beauty $19995
R/W/PIL, tilt, CD, roof rack
(ID#2UB54578) $14,989 o7 BMW 328
_ 7 i
’02 Ford E15( AL convertible VIN T98113 Super
CREVW@INE V8, & 10, clean low miles $19995
sl \Cl LJADED!
(ID#2p N24622) $19,995
102 Chev Tahoe /S 98 DODGE RAM2500

PickupVIN 234380 Camper
shell chrome wheels
reduced $9500

Dual A/C, CD, Dual P/seats,
third seat, alloys, much more!

(ID#193678) $23,985

’98 Honda CR-V
Sport utility, 4x4,
4-door, auto, A/C, CD,
alloys, P/S, P/B, PIW
(ID#WC107541) $11,895

'98 Ford Windstar
V6, A/C, P/W, PIL,
ABS, low miles
(ID#WBA93645) $7,995

’03 DODGE VIPER
VIN 500992 Rare red car w/
black top 43 mls $92500

94 FORD BRONCO
Eddie Bauer 4x4
VIN B55118 Immaculate
Leather Loaded $9995

2501 Lincoln Blvd.
in Venice

PLUS TAX, LICENSE & DOCUMENT
FEE ON ALL VEHICLES

1230 Santa Monica Blvd.
310-451-1588

(310) 395-3712

READ THROUGH THE BIBLE

Three chapters a week starting with the book of Roman

Where: Velocity Cafe 2127 Lincoln Blvd., Santa Monica
(between Ocean Park & Pico)

Time: 7:00 p.m to 9:00 p.m.
Sponsored By: Westside Calvary Chapel

FOR INFORMATION: 310-712-3411
WWW.WESTSIDECALVARYCHAPEL.ORG

“Recently I placed an advertisement for employment for my
restaurant located on the Promenade. The response I received was
tremendous. This was my first experience with Santa Monica
Daily Press. Mitch Troy made my experience easy and pleasurable
and I will not hesitate to call Mitch for any future advertisement
needs. Thank you Daily Press for all your help.

— Jim Rickwalt, Johnnie’s Italian Restaurant

Business Opportunities

Yard Sales

Health and Beauty

Fitness

Wealth and Success

Lost and Found

Personals
Obituaries

\__f‘_...”
INFINITI

of Santa Monica

#’03 Infiniti G35%
4,600 Miles! Must See! Save
Money, Fully Loaded (M22465)

7’95 BMW 525i *
Low Mileage, Mint Condition
(GK84022)

03 Infiniti G35 Sedan#
DVD Navi, Prem whis, Loaded
(v006982)

700 Infiniti Q45+
ANNIVERSARY EDITION!
Hard to find (301468)

#’02 Audi ABL*
FULLY LOADED! Premium Whis.
Bose Premium Sound (001079)

7’02 Honda S2000+

4-Cyl. 2.0L VTEC, Leather,
6-Speed, Manuel (8767P)

#'02 Lexus 1S300 #

Sport Cross, LOADED! Prem
Wheels, Leather (043651)

#°00 Volvo V70 XC AWD #

SE Wagon
2.4L Turbo, Moon, alloys
VALUE PRICED! (v707506)

1401 Santa Monica Blvd.

310-394-1888

infinitiofsantamonica.com

OF SANTA MONICA

PRE-OWNED CENTER

(AR

As Low as 1.9%
Financing on
Selected Models on
Approved Credit.
Limited Term.

2002 LEXUS IS 300
SPORT CROSS

4D, Hatchback, Moon, Rear
Spoiler, Lthr (042025)

2003 VW BEETLE

GL Turbo Hatchback, 2D,
Automatic (424228)

2001 VW JETTA GLS
4D Sedan, Automatic, Alloys,
Moom Roof (173214)

1999 LEXUS ES 300

4D Sedan, 4-SD, Alloys
Moon Roof (163767)

1999 LEXUS LS 400

4D Sedan, 5-SD, Auto
Moon Roof (145356)

1100 Santa Monica Bivd

(310) 319-1661

LAcarGUYcom

SANTA MONICA
1617 BROADWAY

New modern building. Large operable
windows in each office. Includes telephones,
T1 Internet, receptionist, full use of conference
room, fully furnished, high ceilings.
Available now! From $800/mo.

310-401-6111

Classified Advertising Conditions :REGULAR RATE: $2.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 20¢ per word per day. Ad must run a minimum
of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra. Please call for rates.
TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit after an ad has run more than once. DEADLINES: 4:00 p.m. prior
the day of publication except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 4:00 p.m. PAYMENT: All private party ads must be pre-paid.
We accept checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our offices 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through
Friday, (310)458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press, P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406 or
stop in at our office located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Ste. 202. OTHER RATES: For information about the professional services directory
or classified display ads, please call our office at (310)458-7737.
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SANTA MANICA

NewDeals 4
NewYears!

’02 FORD FOCUS
4-door, ZTS
(2W176696) $7,750

’03 ECLIPSE GTS
LOADED, BIk, 8K miles
(3E083774) $18,995

’03 COROLLA LE
Power windows and locks
(32062970) $11,995

’01 JEEP CHEROKEE
LTD, 4x4
(IL555866) $12,995

’03 COROLLA LE
Power windows and locks
(3Z111168) $12,995

°03 TOYOTA ECHO
(30259027) $10,495

00 AUDITT
Silver, turbo
(Y1013178) $18,995

AD EXPIRES 1/31/04
All advertised prices exclude gov-
ernment fees and taxes, any
finance charges, any dealer doc-
ument preparation charges, and
any emission testing charge.

HURRY TO:
832 Santa Monica Bivd.

800-944-4157
LAcarGUYcom

DRUM LESSONS in your
home! Great w/children & be-
ginners, first lesson FREE! Call
Tom (310)422-2699.

SAT TUTORING; Experienced
USC Berkley educated tutor will
come to your home. No re-
quired packages, pay as you
go. SATI, SAT I, ACT, ISEE.
Call Jaimie (310)714-0242.

TUTORING, ASSISTIVE Tech-
nology disability rights advo-
cate. Except Algebra/Geometry,
Children, adults and seniors
w/disability. Call Karen
(310)470-6357.

3RD STREET PROMENADE
Apts. Ocean views, remodeled
units 1+1, $1500-$2000, 2+2
$2100-$2500. 1453 3rd Street.
MOVE IN SPECIALS!
(310)862-1000.

(asa Loma Apartment
101 Dudley Ave. Venice

NOW LEASING!

Steps to the beach
Singles and Studios
$695.00 to $1095.00

MOVE IN SPECIAL
FIRST MONTH FREE!
(Requires S.D. & 1 yr. lease)
1-888-399-1166

ROQUE &
MARK Co.

2802 Santa Monica Bivd.

310-828-7525
SALES - RENTALS

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

RENTALS AVAILABLE
NO PETS ALLOWED

SANTA MONICA

927 3rd St. 31300

Upper 1 bed, garage,

new carpet, blinds, &
kitchen/bath tile

1043 5th st. $1350
Upper 1 bed, berber carpet,
fridge, stove & dishwasher

1501 Washington $1525

Lower 2 bed, garage,
2 patios, laundry room

1224 12th st. $1595
Upper 2 bed, 1.5 bath,
balcony, near Wilshire Blvd

BRENTWOOD
WLA/MAR VISTA

10900 S.M. Bivd,
West LA, $800

Lower single, new carpet,
new linoleum, near UCLA

649 Barrington,
Brentwood, $1150
Upper 1 bed, new carpet &
blinds, brand new kitchen, pool

12258 Montana,
Brentwood, $1950
2 bed, 1.75 bath, gated entry
& park, new carpet & linoleum

FOR MORE LISTINGS G0 T0

WWW ROQUE-MARK.COM

SANTA  MONICA  $1195/mo.

Large 1 bdrm, 1 bath + den,
lower unit, private patio, com-
pletely redecorated , open daily.
1318  Euclid  Street  #1.
(310)395-1495.

SANTA MONICA $1250/mo. 2
bedroom/ 1 bath. Appliances,
no pets, parking, 1935 Clover-
field Blvd. #18 Santa Monica,
Ca. 90404 Manager in #19.

SANTA MONICA $1850/mo. 2
bedroom, 2 bath, prime loca-
tion, parking available, hard-
wood floors.(310)451-2178.

SANTA MONICA 1 bedroom
condo,endunit, quiet 6Plex,
prime location. 1 block North of
Montana, gourmet kitchen,
Italian tile, patio & French
doors, hardwood floors,garage
+storage, 1 year lease,
$1900/mo. Call for appointment.
(323)222-8929.

SANTA MONICA 2+2, carpet,
laundry, new paint, blinds, park-
ing, great building, $1275.
(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA 2+2, carpet,
laundry, new paint, blinds, park-
ing, great building, $1275.
(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

NEW STUDIO Apartments
available. $1075-$1345.  Six
blocks to beach. Promenade
area! (310)656-0311

SANTA MONICA Best
location, 1bdrm/1bath Large
den,just redecorated. $1345/mo
1318 Euclid #3 310-395-1495

SANTA MONICA Guest House,

r/s, fireplace, pool, yard, short-

term avail, $1000
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA shared apt,

pvt rm, pvt bath, r/s, balcony,

gated parking, $500.00
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA shared apt,

pvt rm, dwasher, laundry, near

SMC, util. incld, $500
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA studio, lower,
/s, in 4-plex, near Wilshire,
parking, utilities included $725.
(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA studio, lower,
r/s, in 4-plex, near Wilshire,
parking, utilities included $725.
(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

BUSINESSMAN WOULD like to
rent a room in your Santa
Monica home. 213-280-6789
SANTA MONICA shared apart-
ment, private room, furnished,
fireplace laundry, month-to-
month. $500.
(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA shared house,
private room, t/s, dishwasher,
laundry, utilities included $595.
(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

Commercial Lease

SANTA MONICA
OFFICES

* CHARMING MEDITERRANEAN STYLE

SANTA MONICA Triplex, pet

ok, /s, hrdwd flrs, quiet, remod,

util incld, $1175
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA Triplex, r/s,

hrdwd fIrs, garden, fenced yard,

blinds, gardens, $1500
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, 1+1, pet ok,

balcony, hrdwd flrs, parking,

month-to-month, $750
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, dog ok, /s,

dishwasher, crpt, fireplace,

laundry, parking, $1200
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, pet ok, r/s,

hrdwd flrs, pool, near frwy,

prkng, util. incld, $740
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, /s, micro-

wave, bright, carpet, Ig closets,

quiet, parkng, $925
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA, upper, f/s,

hrdwd frs, laundry, garage,

month-to-month, $950
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA  MONICA:  $1100,
2+1,lower, patio, new paint, qui-
et building, month to month.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SM 2+2 1/2 2 car garge, direct
acces to unitlaundry room.
Near Wilshire $2600/mo.
(310)439-2073.

WLA $1390/MO. 2 Bedrooms, 1
bath, hardwood floors, large
kitchen (310)391-8880.

WLA $1390/MO. 2 Bedrooms, 1
bath, hardwood floors, large
kitchen (310)391-8880.

Houses For Rent

SANTA MONICA guest house,
furnished, r/s, w/d, quiet, yard,
parking, utilities  included,
$1250.
(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA guest house,
furnished, r/s, w/d, quiet, yard,
parking, utilities included,
$1250.
(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA triplex, 1+1,

r/s, carpet, yard, remodeled
kitchen, utilities included,
$1295.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

WLA $3,000/MO 3 BEDROOM
2 BATH,LARGE DEN & YARD
CLEAN,QUIET &
CONVENIENT 310-455-2415

Roommates

- for
rent: N. of Wilshire,
$700/month. First and last
month rent. Seeking Male or
Female, 20-30, employed, re-
sponsible, to share with Fe-
male. Please call for appt.
(310)393-2955.

* NEAR PROMENADE - WINDOWS OPEN
* GARDEN COURTYARD BUILDING

* TELEPHONE SYSTEM INCLUDED

* NEW PAINT AND CARPET

* FURNISHED AVAILABLE

* SHORT OR LONG TERM

* PARKING INCLUDED

*2TO 4 ROOMS

* AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY

310.395.4620

$1450.00 AND UP

MDR SHARE space. New suite,
3 space in small Law Firm. Law
Library, Conference Room, Re-
ceptionist, Copier, DSL, Parking
Available, 90 Freeway close.
Starting at $800. (310)553-
0756.

SANTA MONICA 1334 Lincoln
Blvd 1140 sq/ft $2200/mo. and
600 sq/ft 1300/mo. Can com-
bine. E. Keasbey (310)477-
3192,

SM/OCEAN PARK: room avail-
able in well located Chiropractic
& Acupuncture office 3 days

per/wk $500/mo. Jasmine
(310)392-9596.
WILSHIRE BLVD. in Santa

Monica from 500 sq/ft & up. Re-
tail  $2.75/per sqft. Office

$1.85/per sqft. Surrounded by
new buildings such as St
Johns, UCLA & Santa Monica
Hospital. Call (310)289-0499.

eal Estate

AGAPE ESTATES
Pride of Ownership
Homes and Units
Realtor and Developer
Call Today
310-745-4847

Buy or Sell Tomorrow

Real Estate Wanted

MOTIVATED BUYER: | buy
houses, any area, any price,
any condition .
Call (310)422-4933 .

Storage Space

GARAGE FOR rent storage

only 10x20 $125/mo. (310)586-
6490.

[ Wassage |

$10 OFF/AD THERAPY &
RELAX 1277 LINCOLN BLVD
#201 SANTA MONICA
(323)630-9506

BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal
your body, mind, spirit. Thera-
peutic, Swedish, Deep-tissue.
Energy balancing. Strictly non-
sexual. Introductory specials
from $50.00/1hr. Lynda, L.M.T.
(310)749-0621

DEEP _ TISSUE _ THERAPY
$40/HR. PROFESSIONAL AND
NURTURING, WILL ALSO
TRADE. PAUL (310)741-1901.

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong
and tender relaxing bodywork
by mature European. Professio-
nal Lady Sonja (310)397-0433.

OCEAN THERAPY: nice relax-
ing massage Spanish & Asian
Staff (310)899-3709.

OLIVIA FULL body massage.
Smooth, thorough, divinely re-
laxing by beautiful, mature
woman. Professional & licensed
$120/hr. $80/ 1/2 hr. (310)915-
5519.

Announcements

ALZHEIMER’S SUPPORT GROUP
meeting. Last Wednesday of
the month; at Sunrise Assisted

Have Fun Getting
FIT By the BEACH

Feel Better...Lose Weight...Improve your Health!

Inquire About Our Way to
Wellness Program! Exercise,
Eating & Stress Management ...
All'In One Great Program!

Located at the Loews
Santa Monica Beach Hotel

310-842-5657

www.globalfitnesssolutionsonline.com

Living, Pacific Palisades call
(810)573-9545/Linda.

GARAGE SALE! Portable A/C,
refrigerator, futon, corner
armoire & more!

Call 310-454-0160 happy.Razz-
nik@verizon.net

Business Opps

INVESTOR WANTED to open
large, upscale dollar store in
Santa Monica.$70k Big Profits
213-280-6789

Yard Sales

APARTMENT SALE Everything
must go! ltems from A-Z
Saturday,January 17 & Sunday
January 18. 8am-4pm
1321 Wellesley Ave. Near
Bundy and Santa Monica Blvd.

MOVING SALE Dining set, New
living room chair, New tv. &
ver,New bedroom set
310-822-7958

USED LIBRARY Furniture,book
carousels, shelving, adult &

children’s chairs, tables. Monta-
na branch library 1701 Montana
Saturday 10am-12pm Cash and
carry only!

TAI CHI/I-CHIUNG classes in
Santa Monica call for info.
(626)429-6360.

TAI CHI/I-CHIUNG classes in
Santa Monica call for info.
(626)429-6360.

) Ocean Oasis
# WMedical Day Spa for Women

Facials + Yoga * Pilates  Therapeutic Massage
Pregnancy & Post-pregnancy services
BRING IN A FRIEND FOR YOGA AND SHE'S FREE!
(310) 458-8190

Dr. Lisa Masterson, M.D.

Lost & Found

FOUND EDUCATED Cat, mix
breed, neutered male. 2 years,
13 Ibs. Top of his body is gray
with black stripes and the un-
derside is white. He has white
legs with a black spot on one
rear leg and the other is black.
Found 9/30/03 on 2nd Street.
Call 310-395-6331 $500.00
Reward

Personals

MOTHER SEARCHING FOR
DOUG HESSMAN, CANNOT
TALK. BELIEVED TO BE IN
STREET, WANTED HOME.
$1,000 REWARD GETTING
HIM HOME TO MOTHER.
(310)453-4506.

Talk to a Model 24hrs.
310-786-8400
818-264-1906
213-259-1902
949-722-2222

$15/15 min.
CC/Check OK
www.USLove.com

Commercial Lease

L5

LEASING CENTER

SANTA MONICA

CENTURY WEST PROPERTIES
EXCEPTIONAL WESTSIDE RENTALS

1437 SEVENTH STREET, SUITE 200

COMPLEMENTARY RENTAL LIST &
LEASING CONSULTATION
WALK-INS WELCOME 10AM — 6PM DAILY
(310) 899-9580
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COPPER REPIPE SPECIALIST

LOW WATER PRESSURE? RUSTY
UNSAFE WATER? GETTING SCALDED?
We specialize in Copper Repipe of
private homes & apartments. Call us!
Senior Citizen Discount

FREE Estimates
1-877-379-9455

S PLUMBING
FREE 7~
- @
U

i
1 ALL WORK IS GUARANTEED
i ALWAYS A CLEAN QUALITY JOB!

COMMERCIAL

Residential Remodel
HONEST & RELIABLE
FREE ESTIMATES

cEESemRaESEae e

310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

HOME THEATER AND MUSIC:
system design, installing and
troubleshooting. 16 years expe-
rience with audio/video sys-
tems, satellite, cable, telephone
and computer networks.
(310)450-6540.

B.C. HAULING clean-up; all
types big truck; hydrolic liftgate
-small truck. No Saturdays.
(310)714-1838.

KITCHEN & Bath Remodeling,
Room additions.Free estimate
Lic#615195 -(888)907-6444

DENTAL
EMERGENCY?

e Evening hours + emergency services
e Root Canals, Crowns, Veneers

o 20+ years of experience

o UCLA Graduate

e Most insurances accepted

e Cosmetic Dentistry

Dr. David Taft, DDS
310-315-3676

UCLA Parkside Medical

2428 SANTA MONICA BLVD., SUITE 303 + SANTA MONICA

A1 CONSTRUCTION, framing,
drywall, electrical. 30 years in

this area. Free estimate.
(310)475-0497 or (310)415-
7134.

MARCO TELECOM: Phone
jacks, installation & repair. Re-
wiring phone line, splitting busi-
ness. (310)301-1926, pager:
(310)351-7673.

BEST MOVERS

No job too small
2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR

Fully insured. We make it EZ.

Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!

Since 1975 Lic. T-163844

(323) 997-1193

DAVIS
PLUMBING

Specializing in
repipes, earthquakes,
valves, remodeling

and water heaters

FREE
ESTIMATES

RICK
310-809-3884

DISCOUNT

HARDWOOD
Floors & Molding

Laminate Engineered Floor
$0.89/sq.ft. $1.49/sq.ft.
Bamboo Floor
Solid Oak Prefinish $2.39/sq.t.
S yfinjghed Solid Wood
2.39/s0.ft. $0.99/sq.ft

All Pergo, Columbia, Shaw, Bruce, Anderson &
"Mohawk floors on sale. All molding & handrails &
stairs part & all prefinish & unfinished flooring sale.
BEST PRICES IN TOWN.

800 984-2925

PAINTING TOP QUALITY A&A
custom,Interior And Exterior .
Free Quote. Jeff Arrieta
(310)560-9864.

GET ORGANIZED!
for filing system set-ups,
unpacking from a major move,
uncluttering closets and
other home/office paper
management problems, etc.

HIRE A PROFESSIONAL
ORGANIZER!

Call Christine Cohen:
310-274-4988

Member: National Association of Professional Organizers
“ Heruhamon Serce r
3238419747
L bl [emg & Mee

“JENNY CAN CLEAN-IT”
fast, reliable. We take care of
your cleaning, own transporta-
tion. $40 (818)705-0297.

KIM'S CHRISTMAS TREES

Finest Quality and Service

We offer tree removal.
Call for an appointment.
P

(310) 828-5467

NBM CONSTRUCTION
Room Additions, Remodel,
Electric, Plumbing, Carpentry
(888) 420-5866

Lic#745354

NOTICETO
READERS:

California law requires that
contractors taking jobs that
total $500 or more (labor or
materials) be licensed by the
Contractors State License
Board. State law also requires
that contractors include their
license number on all
advertising. You can check the
status of your licensed
contractor at www.cslb.ca.gov
or 800-321-CSLB. Unlicensed
contractors taking jobs that
total less than $500 must state
in their advertisements that
they are not licensed by the
Contractors State License
Board.

PAINTING

Highest Quality

Clean/On Time
Many Local References

310-475-6488

BRICK
REPAIR

GUTTER
CLEANING

Quick Responses. Call:

310-475-0864

PICTURE FRAMES custom
made by professional (310)980-
2674.

TOWN & Country Builder. Ma-
sonry work, concrete, drive-
ways, brick, stone wall, patio,
tile. State/Lic. 441191 (310)578-
7108.

SPIRITUAL CLEANSING
BY LAURA

Meditation Healings
Answers All Life Questions

$250-$500 per hour

Established & Licensed
for 40 years

Morning Hours: 310-370-7659
Afternoon Hours: 310-374-9157

Located in Redondo Beach

Uic.#759420 7
Al Work Sng 2 24

HOUR

DISCOUNT
PLUMBING

DRAINS = HEAT
RESIDENTIAL = COMMERCIAL

(310) 439-7771 au erices necormaie
1596 OFF WITH THIS AD

WALLPAPER REMOVAL &
INSTALLATION
wall texture/ painting Glenn’s
Wallpaper Service.
(310)686-8505.

‘When You Get Ready to Fix Up, Call Us!

NED PARKER
CONSTRUCTION

Bonded & Insured - Lic#658-486
PAINTING * CARPENTRY « ROOFING
CONCRETE * ELECTRICAL

323.871.8869

Computer Services

COMPUTER HELP: Your office
or home. Typing, tutorial, Micro-
soft Word, Excel, Access, inter-
net navigation, software instal-
lation. Also, notary public serv-
ices. (310)207-3366

VERY PATIENT friendly & af-
fordable repairs, set-ups, train-
ing networks and more! Digital
Duchess. (310)395-6884.

Call Mitch at thé””Santa Monica Daily Press 310.458.7737 ext.111

WE ARE THE

The Dailyv Pre

Run an ad in the classified section of the Santa Monica Daily
Press for 4 weeks and we’ll guarantee that you’ll find the perfect

(eassiesl

Hirin

employee! Call for more details.

|G IN TOWN!

uaran .
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PEOPLE IN THE NEWS

By The Associated Press

B BANGKOK, Thailand — Oliver Stone will begin
shooting scenes for his historical epic “Alexander” in
Thailand this week, a publicist said Wednesday.

Hundreds of Thai and foreign cast and crew members
will gather Thursday to start filming scenes for the
movie about the life of Alexander the Great, which stars
Colin Farrell as the Macedonian conqueror, said a
spokesman for the production, Michael Singer.

“Alexander” also stars Angelina Jolie, Anthony
Hopkins and Val Kilmer. It wasn't immediately known
whether any of the actors is visiting Thailand for the
filming.

“It is a large-scale movie. We are shooting large-scale
scenes here. We are involving elephants,” he told The
Associated Press, without elaborating. “We have a lot of
participants, both in front of and in back of the camera,
who are Thai.”

The shoot is expected to last several weeks and end
in early February.

This is the final stop for the “Alexander” production
crew, which began shooting last September and already
has shot parts of the film in Morocco and at studios out-
side London, Singer said.

B NEW YORK — James Carville is writing a chil-
dren's book: “Lu and the Swamp,” based on a true story
about his mother, which Simon & Schuster will publish
this fall.

“What guy is lucky enough to write a book about his
mother's childhood?” the political consultant said
Tuesday. “She was a strong little girl, and now that I
have two little girls of my own, I want to share one of
my mama's stories with them and with other children
across America.”

Carville's mother, Lucille, grew up in rural Louisiana
during the Great Depression. Patricia C. McKissack, an

award-winning children's writer whose works include
“Color Me Dark”and “A Picture of Freedom,” will co-
write the book.

Carville, a Democrat who emerged as a key adviser
to Bill Clinton's 1992 presidential campaign, is married
to Republican consultant Mary Matalin. His other books
include “We're Right, They're Wrong”and the current
“Had Enough?”

B NEW YORK — George Clooney says reports that
his girlfriend, actress Krista Allen, is having a baby are
greatly exaggerated.

“She is not pregnant and she never was pregnant,”
Clooney tells Us Weekly in the issue coming out Friday.
“Krista has a 6-year-old (Jacob) in school. I don't want
kids saying, 'Oh, you're having a brother or sister' if it's
not true. Happy, yes. Pregnant, no.”

Clooney, 42, and Allen, 31, met on the set of
“Confessions of a Dangerous Mind,” the 2002 film he
directed and co-starred in. Allen had a small role in the
movie.

Previously, she played Billie Reed on the NBC soap
“Days of Our Lives” for three years and has appeared in
several “Emmanuelle”movies on Cinemax.

B NEW YORK — Jennifer Aniston says she and her
mother, who've been estranged since 1999, aren't much
closer to reconciling.

“I never thought my mom would not know my hus-
band,” Aniston says, referring to Brad Pitt, in an inter-
view airing on ABC's “Primetime Thursday.”

The actress says she and Nancy Aniston haven't been
close since her mother granted an interview to a tabloid
television show and wrote a book about her relationship
with the “Friends” star.

“She made a mistake ... I don't think she knew any
better — obviously,” Aniston says.

As for patching things up, the 34-year-old actress

Oliver Stone retells the story of Alexander the Great

says, “I've definitely tried, I made the efforts, and I've
sort of started ... you know, it's that stubborn thing of,
'Well, I tried ... I tried enough. Now it's your turn."”

Aniston co-stars with Ben Stiller in the romantic
comedy “Along Came Polly, opening Friday.

B PALM SPRINGS — Kevin Costner said it was
Richard Burton who inspired him to pursue an acting career.

Costner was boarding a plane decades ago when he
had a chance meeting with Burton and asked the actor if
one could have an acting career without the turmoil that
surrounded Burton's life.

“I think it's possible. It hasn't been for me, but I think
it's possible,” Costner said Burton told him.

The brief comment was the inspiration he needed,
Costner said Monday during a question-and-answer ses-
sion at the Palm Springs International Film Festival,
where earlier he received the event's Career
Achievement in the Art of Cinema Award.

The 400 people participating also watched screenings
of his films “Dances With Wolves” and “Open Range,”
both of them Westerns that embody an independent spirit.

“I would like to have a big fat hit,” Costner said,
explaining, however, that he wasn't willing to compro-
mise himself for that hit. “Otherwise, I would be spitting
on my life.”

Costner said he refuses to cut the heart and soul out
of movies.

“I'm not a fearful person, and Hollywood operates on
fear,”’he said. “I would be afraid in Vietnam, on the
beaches of Normandy, and I'd be afraid in Iraq. But I'm
not going to be afraid to bring you an original piece of
entertainment that I thought was worth fighting for.”

The 48-year-old actor-director-producer also spoke
of his love for the Western genre, and he recalled watch-
ing “How the West Was Won”at the Cineramadome in
Hollywood when he was 7 years old.
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