
Jet traffic could take off
with FAA proposal
BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

Residents near the Santa Monica
Airport are concerned about a proposed
new rule by the Federal Aviation
Administration that may make Santa
Monica Airport a busier place for large
business jets.

The neighbors fear an increase in the
number of large jets flying overhead and
landing closer to their homes, some of
which are only 250 feet from the end of
the runway.

The FAA wants to allow charter com-
panies to use more runway space than is
currently permitted. Charter aircraft must
adhere to tight restrictions because they
are considered commercial operators. But
jets owned by several people do not have
to follow the same regulations because the
FAA considers them individually-owned
aircraft.

As a result, the number of jets owned
by several people has skyrocketed in
recent years, creating competition for
charter operators who claim they lose
business because they are hamstrung by
FAA rules.

Jets with multiple, or fractional own-
ers, currently operate free of landing
restrictions. Charters, however, are
allowed to use only 60 percent of the
available runway space, limiting the type
of planes that can land. 

As a compromise, the FAA is propos-
ing that both aircraft operators be allowed
to use 75 percent of the runway. But air-
port and city officials said that 
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By Daily Press staff

Pop star Alanis Morissette gave an
impromptu concert on the Third Street
Promenade Monday. 

Hundreds of onlookers gathered around
the pop star when she fired up the band
shortly after 12:30 p.m. in front of the food
court. Once people realized that it was
Morissette playing, dozens of people hung
out office windows, stood on top of office
buildings and climbed trees to get a better
glimpse of her and the band that included
keyboards, drums, bass and guitar. 

Her surprise performance is part of
VH1’s new “guerilla concert series” that
features artists in spontaneous places
around the globe. It is unknown when the
concert will be aired.

Morissette recounted the first time she
had ever been on the Promenade. When
she first moved to Los Angeles, Morissette
and her friends performed on the mall —
Morissette played the bongos and her
friend sang. The police hassled them by
asking for their permit. When they could-
n’t produce one, they were asked to leave. 

“This is the prodigal daughter return-
ing,” she told the crowd of about 130 peo-
ple Monday. The police didn’t hassle her
this time and there were plenty of security
guards surrounding her.

She played about eight songs, most of
which were her most popular hits. 

Glenn Garr, a Washington D.C. resi-
dent, watched nearly all of the concert
even though he’s not a huge fan.

“It was all right,” he said. “It came off
less annoying than her studio recordings.
It sounded good. It was a very tight band.”

After the performance, Morissette was
whisked away into a nearby building and
people resumed their activities on the
mall. 

Morissette won two grammys in 1999
for best female rock vocal performance
and rock song of the year in for
“Uninvited.” She was nominated for a
Grammy in 2000 for “Thank you” and is
nominated this year for best female rock
vocal performance for “So Pure.”

Jets with multiple owners under scrutiny

Courtesy of Santa Monica Airport
This aerial shot of the Santa Monica Airport shows how close homes are located
to the runway.

By staff and wire reports

Ted Demme, a film and television
director whose credits include the drug-
drama “Blow” and comedies with angry
comic Denis Leary, collapsed and died
while playing basketball in Santa Monica.
He was 38.

The stocky filmmaker was participat-
ing in a celebrity basketball game at the
private Crossroads School on 21st Street
when he was stricken Sunday, said Ted
Braun, a spokesman for Santa Monica-
UCLA Medical Center.

Santa Monica Police Lt. Frank Fabrega
said Demme and some friends were play-
ing basketball. At some point, he sat down
on a bench and collasped. Some of the
players attempted CPR while someone
called the Santa Monica Fire Department.
Paramedics rushed Demme to the hospi-
tal’s emergency room in full cardiac arrest
about 5 p.m. He was pronounced dead 20

minutes later.
The cause of death has not been deter-

mined and an autopsy will be conducted,
Lt. Cheryl MacWillie of the Los Angeles
County Coroner’s Office said.

Demme directed Johnny Depp and
Penelope Cruz in last year’s “Blow.” The
movie was based on the true story of
George Jung, the American connection to
the Colombian cocaine cartel in the late
1970s and early ’80s when the drug
became hip.

Demme, who lived in West
Hollywood, got his start in filmmaking
with the 1992 short “The Bet,” a drama
about two brothers running a New York
deli.

The next year he directed his first fea-
ture, the hip-hop comedy “Who’s the
Man?” an offshoot of the “Yo! MTV
Raps” music show he had produced since
1988.

Ted Demme, film and
television director, dies

See AIRPORT, page 3

See DEMME, page 3

Morissette gives surprise
concert on the Promenade

“We have several 
concerns on how 

they view fractional 
companies as a non-
commercial venture.
They (the FAA) are 

compromising safety 
for money.”

— MARTY TACHIKI
Deputy city attorney

Alanis Morissette
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ARIES (March 21-April 19)
★★★★★ You’re very much in the pink. You see new
ways of making what you want a possibility. Others
work as hard as you to achieve your goal. Ask for infor-
mation, though don’t be surprised by someone’s
response. Remember, you asked! Tonight: Get together
with a friend.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
★★★★ All eyes look to you. Deal with someone, ask-
ing for his or her support. Carefully listen to this per-
son to hear the pros and cons. Unexpected actions
impact your work as well as an appearance. Stay at the
office as late as need be. Tonight: Expect to go until
the wee hours.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
★★★★★ Reach out for others and get needed feed-
back. Their perspective can direct you in seeking out
more information, though you might need to find an
expert. Review what you read and hear. Work with facts
only. Tonight: Let your mind relax to good music.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
★★★★ You tumble into the world of financial wheel-
ing and dealing. Create a stronger foundation, backing
up an offer or request with hard facts. Don’t anticipate
someone’s next move. This person delights in surpris-
es. Hold on and adjust. Tonight: Dinner for two.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
★★★★★ Others speak their mind. Harness your imag-
ination and make it work for you. Someone doesn’t see
eye to eye with you. Don’t be stunned by his or her
behavior. Learn to expect the unexpected from this per-
son, and everything will work. Tonight: Go along with
a friend’s suggestion. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
★★★★ Trudge into work and let some of your natural
enthusiasm come out. Whether you work at home or in
an office, you discover that you feel much better if you
give a 100-percent effort. Deal with someone’s unpre-
dictably, yet realize you might need to get away for a
stress break. Tonight: Off to the gym. 

JACQUELINE BIGAR'S STARS

The stars show the kind of day you'll have: 
★★★★★ -Dynamic  ★★★★ -Positive  ★★★ -Average  ★★ -So-so  ★ -Difficult

Capricorn, treat someone tonight

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
★★★★★ Your words are like music to someone’s ears.
You find someone melting on the spot. Perhaps you’re not
aware of what a difference you make here. Use your gen-
tle charm more often. Tap into your ingenuity for answers.
You might even surprise yourself! Tonight: Take a mid-
week break. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
★★★ You might be more entrenched in having your way
than you realize. Think about a key goal involving family
or an investment. Decide just how much you’re willing to
invest in this project. A decision you make could take you
in another direction. Tonight: Take some time for you. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
★★★★★ Your words have impact. Someone listens.
Rest assured that others are listening, even if they act non-
chalant. Still, you might try to draw a reaction. You actu-
ally might be blown away by what someone does.
Remember that every action has a reaction. Tonight: Meet
friends right after work. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
★★★★ Use your instincts to get what you want out of
a business deal. You’re on target when dealing with oth-
ers financially. Don’t question your judgment. You could
be lucky right now. Buy a lottery ticket or take a chance
with a bet, as long as you can afford to lose. Tonight:
Your treat. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
★★★★★ You, as usual, go out of your way for a friend.
In fact, you might not be best friends, but you certainly
transform your relationship into a closer one. You’re full
of surprises presently, delighting others as well as your-
self. You do make a difference. Tonight: Just be you.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
★★★★ Think more about what you want. You don’t need
to draw anyone into the conversation. You simply need to
hold up the mirror and be honest with yourself. Review a
decision more carefully. A hunch goes a long way with a
difficult or touchy boss. Tonight: Take some dream time. 

“I talk to myself because I like dealing 
with a better class of people.”

— Jackie Mason
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compromise was agreed upon by a com-
mittee made up predominately of fraction-
al owners and charter companies, with lit-
tle or no say-so from area residents and
airport officials.

“We think it’s been rushed without
proper input from the residents,” said
Santa Monica Airport Manager Bob
Trimborn. “We see this as being a very
preliminary rule.”

Local officials believe fractional oper-
ators are third party businesses that are
essentially commercial operations whose
fleet structure impacts local airports as
much as charters. Local officials want the
FAA to undertake a comprehensive study
of the impact fractional jets have on air-
ports and their communities before enact-
ing any new rules. They also want equal
representation on a committee to consider
those impacts, as well as a full technical
study and environmental impact review of
the proposed rule change.

“We have several concerns on how
they view fractional companies as a non-
commercial venture,” said Marty Tachiki,
deputy city attorney. “They (the FAA) are

compromising safety for money.”
The FAA is reviewing comments on

the proposal before issuing a decision.
The Santa Monica Airport and the city of
Santa Monica have both weighed in. 

Fractional ownership is the fastest
growing segment of business aviation,
increasing more than 50 percent per year
for the past three years. At Santa Monica
Airport, there used to be between four and
six fractional jets taking off each day.
Now about 17 such jets take off every day,
said Tachiki, though those jets only
account for a small fraction of the daily
activity at Santa Monica Airport. There
are about 225 take-offs and departures
every day, he said.

The four major fractional ownership
businesses are Warren Buffet’s Executive
Jet/Netjet, Bombardier’s Flexjet,
Raytheon’s Travelair and Flight Options
— all of which use Santa Monica Airport
as part of their day-to-day business. And
the FAA is feeling the pressure from these
high profile business owners.

“There are people out there that want to
make money or have the access so they
aren’t going to let this die,” Trimborn
said.

Leading fractional ownership pro-
grams now manage 450 aircraft on behalf
of 1,800 owners, completing 500 flights
daily. Growth is expected to continue well
into the future, particularly because peo-
ple find it more convenient. Some airline
companies are finding fractional owner-
ship to be more cost effective, as well.
United Airlines is entering the fractional
ownership market, buying about 200 busi-
ness jet aircraft so it can recapture the first
class passengers it has been losing to frac-
tional ownership programs.

“There has been a significant growth in
charter and fractional ownership at
regional airports,” said Trimborn. “All jet
operations have increased since the 11th.”

Business executives find fractional
ownership jets more convenient, particu-
larly after Sept. 11, because they can

bypass congested airports that are bogged
down with heightened security measures,
he added.

“It takes less time because there is less
security and they can be more productive
by having meetings on the plane,”
Trimborn said. “Time is money for corpo-
rations and these airports provide better
access and less hassles.”

Corporations also are finding value in
investing in fractional ownership compa-
nies because they can get huge tax breaks
from the government.

Santa Monica Airport is in a precarious
position.  It is trying to balance the
increased number of fractional ownership
aircraft and the expected increase of char-
ter companies — if the FAA gives them
more room to land here.

“Our job is to maintain the facility in
the safest manner,” Trimborn said. “We

are looking at this mix and trying to deal
with it.”

A November plane crash at Santa
Monica Airport has gotten the attention of
U.S. Rep. Henry Waxman, D-Calif., who
has urged the FAA to make the airport
safer for area residents.

Waxman recently wrote a letter to the
FAA expressing his concern over the
length of runway space and how that
could translate into larger jets coming in
and out of the airport. Residents in the
area want the runways to be shortened at
both ends, creating a buffer zone. 

Residents have asked for an airport
safety review after a Cessna 340A skidded
off the runway and burst into flames Nov.
13, killing both passengers. Some resi-
dents are worried that an increase in the
volume of larger planes would bring a
new level of threat to their homes.

He followed in 1994 with the acerbic comedy “The
Ref,” which starred Leary as a burglar who takes hostage
an incessantly bickering couple (Judy Davis and Kevin
Spacey).

“Last night, I lost one of my closest friends in the
world,” Leary said. “Ted Demme was a great friend,
father and husband, a man whose talent was matched
only by his incredible passion for life.”

Demme previously directed Leary in the 1992 TV
comedy special “No Cure for Cancer” and later directed
him again in the 1997 comedy show “Lock ’N’ Load.”

The pair last worked together on the 1998 thriller
“Snitch,” which starred Leary as a small-time thug con-
fronting the mobster killers of his cousin.

Demme also directed the 1996 film “Beautiful Girls,”
an ensemble comedy about a high school reunion that

starred Matt Dillon, Lauren Holly, Rosie O’Donnell and
Mira Sorvino.

Although he was best known for his feature films,
Demme also made his mark on television. He won an
Emmy in 1999 for co-producing the civil-rights TV
movie “A Lesson Before Dying.”

He also directed episodes of the crime series
“Homicide” and the short-lived 1999 show “Action,”
about the vile antics of a Hollywood producer played by
comedian Jay Mohr.

Demme’s feature films included the prison comedy
“Life,” which starred Eddie Murphy and Martin
Lawrence as two squabbling crooks.

His uncle, Jonathan Demme, was director of the 1991
film “Silence of the Lambs,” which won the Oscar for
best picture. The elder Demme also directed the films
“Philadelphia,” “Married to the Mob” and “Something
Wild.”

Ted Demme is survived by his wife, Amanda Scheer-
Demme, a music supervisor for films such as “Erin
Brockovich” and “Blow.”

The couple had two children, a 5-year-old daughter
and a 2-month-old son.

Demme was preparing to direct a thriller titled
“Nautica” starring Ewan McGregor and Heath Ledger,
but the status of the project is now uncertain.

Jet traffic at Santa Monica Airport increasing
AIRPORT, from page 1

Local doctor named chief at UCLA
By Daily Press staff

For the third consecutive year, Santa Monica family physician Dr. Stephen Ross has been elected chief of staff
at Santa Monica-UCLA Medical Center.

A Santa Monica resident, Dr. Ross is a 1980 graduate of the hospital’s nationally known Family Practice
Residency Program. He currently practices with the UCLA Medical Group in Santa Monica, which he joined in
1997.

Other officers on the hospital’s 2002 executive medical board are Dr. Peter Galier, who was elected vice-chief
of staff, and Dr. David Baron, who was elected secretary-treasurer after being appointed last year.

Dr. Galier is an internal medical specialist with the UCLA Medical Group in Santa Monica. Dr. Baron, a former
family practice resident at the hospital, is a family physician with the UCLA Medical Group in Malibu.

Other members of the board, which oversees medical affairs at Santa Monica-UCLA, are incumbents Dr.
William Growdon, Dr. Michael Herbst and Dr. Bernard Weintraub, and newcomers Dr. Dennis Woo, Dr. Chester
Griffiths and Dr. Edward Livingston.

Carolyn Sackariason/Daily Press
Santa Monica Airport Manager Bob Trimborn explains how the noise meter
that monitors how loud aircraft are before take-offs.

Heart attack fells director during basketball game

“There are people out
there that want to make 

money or have the
access so they aren’t
going to let this die,”

— BOB TRIMBORN
Santa Monica Airport manager

DEMME, from page 1

“Ted Demme was a great friend,
father and husband, a man whose

talent was matched only by his
incredible passion for life.”

— DENIS LEARY
Actor
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BY JOHN HEILPRIN
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — Developers no
longer will have to restore or create new
wetlands for every acre they drain or fill
under new regulations issued by the Bush
administration Monday.

The new Army Corps of Engineers
rules, which revoke some Clinton-era
requirements, also will enable developers
to win speedy government approval for
draining and filling permits under the
Clean Water Act if the effect on streams or
marshes is minimal.

Instead of requiring acre-for-acre
restoration on each project, the new regu-
lations require only that there be “no net
loss” of wetlands in any of the Corps’ 38
U.S. districts, which are established on
the basis of watersheds rather than state
boundaries.

John Studt, chief of the Corps’ regula-
tory branch, said the new permit require-
ments “will do a better job of protecting
aquatic ecosystems while simplifying
some administrative burdens for the regu-
lated public.”

Left in place was a Clinton-era require-
ment that developers get a permit for any
project involving more than a half-acre of
wetlands. Until 2000, developers had to
get government approval only if more
than three acres of wetlands were affect-
ed.

The new regulations also eliminate
some restrictions on development in flood
plains and revoke a prohibition on filling
more than 300 linear feet along any
stream.

Developers now will be able to seek
waivers allowing them to fill up to a half-
acre of any stream that doesn’t flow year-
round. For example, an eight-foot-wide
stream that dries up during a portion of
the year could be filled for up to a half-
mile.

Coal mines will now have to get a writ-
ten determination from a district engineer
that dumping mine wastes in wetlands
will have a minimal impact. Such fills
will have to be replaced with new wet-
lands elsewhere.

Julie Sibbing, a wetlands expert for the
National Wildlife Federation, said the
new regulations will allow more wetland

areas to be paved over. “These permits
certainly signal the end of ’no net loss’ as
a policy of the United States,” she said.

Susan Asmus, a vice president of the
National Association of Home Builders,
described the new permits as a positive
step.

“This is the first time in the 25 years of
the program that the Corps has not added
further limitations or more paperwork
requirements,” she said.

Asmus said her group, however, will
continue to press its lawsuit challenging
Corps wetlands regulations. She said they
still don’t streamline the process enough.

The regulations were adopted without
any formal comment from the Interior
Department. The Fish and Wildlife
Service had objected to several of the
measures but the objections were never
forwarded. Instead, Interior Secretary
Gale Norton sent word that she supported
the new plan, said Mark Pfeifle, a
spokesman for the department.

The Fish and Wildlife Service com-
plained in an Oct. 15 memo the ecological
effects of the changes had not been
assessed adequately. The agency said it
“does not believe the Corps has sufficient
scientific basis to claim” that the new,
expedited permits will “cause only mini-
mal impact on the nation’s natural
resources.”

Norton’s staff “did not have enough
time” to reconcile that memo with con-
trary remarks by the Office of Surface
Mining, so no formal recommendation
was made, Pfeifle said.

“We missed our opportunity to com-
ment fully,” he said. “What happened was
the clock ran out.”

In October, Norton was accused of pro-
viding only selective information to a
Senate committee inquiring about the
impact on caribou of drilling for oil in the
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.

She told the committee that caribou
calving has been concentrated outside the
area where the Bush administration wants
to drill for oil in 11 of the past 18 years.
The Fish and Wildlife had provided her
with data saying calving had occurred
within the area of proposed drilling in 11
of the past 18 years.

Norton later described it as an honest
mistake.

Developers get break
on replacing wetlands 

By the Associated Press

ST. LOUIS — Store owner Chip Bartz now knows the downside of free publicity.
Just hours after being featured in a television news segment for his inventory of St.

Louis Rams apparel, Bartz’s store was burglarized — apparently by a criminal who
paid attention to the nightly news.

Bartz lost about $6,500 worth of merchandise — 130 Rams jerseys and about 50
Rams jackets — at his Almost Everything store during the crime, which was discov-
ered Thursday morning.

“Obviously, somebody saw me on TV and then bad things happened,” he said. “I go
from the happiest guy in St. Louis to the saddest, all compliments of the news media.

Bartz holds no grudges toward KTVI, the local Fox affiliate that featured the shop
in a Wednesday night segment on mania over the Rams.

His strongest words were for his alarm system, which wasn’t triggered until a police
officer reached through the smashed door and turned the knob after the robbery.

Bartz said he’s working to get better security — and more Rams jerseys. And yes,
he says, he’ll still watch KTVI.

Media may have been
cause of retail burglary
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BY ROBERT GEHRKE
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — America West
Airlines has gotten final approval for a
government-backed loan for $429 mil-
lion, but other major airlines may not
agree agree to the strict stipulations feder-
al authorities require.

Congress approved $10 billion in loan
guarantees as part of the airline bailout
package prompted by the Sept. 11 attacks.
So far, cash-strapped America West is the
only major airline to tap into the fund.

Under the deal announced Monday, the
federal government agreed to repay up to
$380 million if America West defaults on
the loan. In return, America West had to
give the government the option over 10
years to buy one-third of the company’s
publicly traded stock at a fixed price —
18.7 million shares for $3 each.

America West shares closed Monday at
$3.15, down 57 cents on the New York
Stock Exchange.

The deal also calls for America West to
pay the government annual payments
totaling $135 million over the nearly five-
year life of the loan and a $3.8 million
upfront fee.

“They gave a desperate airline the
chance to turn their operation around, but
at the same time they made it so difficult
that most of the other airlines won’t try to
take advantage of what they may see as
easy money,” said Ray Neidl, an aviation
analyst for ABN Amro.

Congress also approved $5 billion in

direct cash payments to compensate air
carriers for the business lost while the air-
lines were grounded immediately follow-
ing the hijackings. So far, the
Transportation Department has paid out
$3.8 billion.

The Air Transportation Stabilization
Board was established to determine what
airlines get loan guarantees, which essen-
tially make the government a co-signer on
the company’s loan. So far, the only other
airline to apply for a loan guarantee is
Vanguard Airline, a small, low-fare carri-
er based in Missouri. Airlines have until
June 28 to apply.

John Heimlich, director of economic
and market research for the Air Transport
Association, an airline industry group,
said he expects others will apply and that
the board will apply different require-
ments in each case, based on the airline’s
financial viability.

“If I were a carrier, I would use this as
a last resort. I would do everything else
that is within my means to survive,” he
said. “At the end of the day if you need it
you’re going to do it.”

Which other airlines apply for govern-
ment help depends partly on when the rest
of the direct payment money is made
available and whether more passengers
return to the skies, he said.

Tempe,Ariz.-based America West,
which employs 12,000, is the nation’s
eighth-largest airline. Analysts believed it
was most vulnerable to bankruptcy after
the attacks.

America West only airline
to bite on bailout package

Associated Press
Christian Longo, center head down, is shown in this video image after arriv-
ing in Houston, Texas on Monday. Longo, accused of killing his wife and
three children last month and dumping their bodies into the Pacific Ocean,
was captured Sunday night near Tulum, Mexico, a resort town 60 miles south
of Cancun, after the FBI placed him on its “Ten Most Wanted Fugitives” list.

BY PAULINE JELINEK
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — The military has
flown more than 13,000 fighter-jet patrols
over American cities since Sept. 11 at a
cost exceeding $324 million. Now it
wants to cut back.

The round-the-clock patrols designed
to deter terrorists may be straining planes
and personnel, the Pentagon said Monday.

Four months after the airliner attacks,
any decision on ending or changing the
patrols may come down to a calculation of
how safe Americans would feel with the
change, some officials say.

Part of the homeland defense efforts
called Operation Noble Eagle, the flights
began after terrorist hijackers crashed jet-
liners into the Pentagon and World Trade
Center. U.S. fighters have been flying
over New York and Washington since
then.

Other patrols fly from time to time
over other major metropolitan areas and
key sites, and jets are on alert at 30 bases
to scramble if called. The combat air
patrols are the first of their kind over the
United States since the Cuban missile cri-
sis in 1962.

Officials have been looking to cut back
on the program for some time, knowing
from the outset that the high-tempo use of
manpower and equipment couldn’t be
kept up with the existing people and
budget, one defense official said, com-
menting only on condition of anonymity.
Now that four months have passed and
aviation security has been improved
somewhat, some wonder if it might be
time to start rethinking the patrols, the
official said.

Pentagon spokeswoman Victoria
Clarke declined to confirm that Monday,
telling a Pentagon press conference that
talking about details of the program could
give “an advantage to those who might

want to do us harm.”
The operation uses 11,000 people and

250 aircraft, another official said. Those
figures include maintenance crews, pilots
for 100 F-15 and F-16 fighter jets, crews
for tankers needed for midair refueling
and crews for AWACS — Airborne
Warning and Control System — planes to
provide radar information.

Rear Adm. John Stufflebeem said that
AWACS pilots and crews may be operat-
ing so intensely that they are not getting
usual training for other missions.

“Maybe we’re not getting the training
that we need done now for our rotations
overseas, so that’s being looked at,” he
said at the press conference with Clarke.
Stufflebeem is deputy director of opera-
tions for the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

The fighter pilots, mostly from Air
National Guard units, do patrols of two to
six hours. The jets are refueled about
every two hours, meaning some go
through two midair refuelings.

From Sept. 11 to Dec. 10, the operation
flew 13,000 sorties. The cost was $324
million, Defense Department spokes-
woman Susan Hansen said.

The North American Aerospace
Defense Command, which runs the oper-
ation, said periodic review of missions is
standard military procedure.

“We continuously analyze our ongoing
operations ... as a matter of prudent mili-
tary planning,” said Maj. Barry Venable,
spokesman for NORAD in Colorado
Springs, Colo.

NORAD says that through Dec. 10, its
jets responded 207 times to problems
such as unidentified aircraft, planes vio-
lating restricted air space and in-flight
emergencies.

Not included in the figure is the case in
which two jets escorted a Paris-to-Miami
flight to Boston later last month after a
passenger tried to ignite what authorities
said was an explosive hidden in his shoes.

BY PAUL GEITNER
AP Business Writer

BRUSSELS, Belgium — The
World Trade Organization handed the
United States a major loss Monday with
a decision that opens the way for the
European Union to ask for billions of
dollars in punitive tariffs on U.S.
imports.

Both the EU and the United States,
however, immediately signaled their
desire to avert a trade war that would
dwarf any previous dispute and most
likely hurt companies on both sides of
the Atlantic.

The WTO appeals panel in Geneva
ruled against a U.S. law granting multi-
billion-dollar tax breaks to Microsoft,
Boeing and thousands of other American
companies operating overseas.

The European Union, which brought
the case, said it expected “rapid propos-
als” from Washington to bring itself into
compliance with WTO rules.

The Brussels-based EU could ask the
WTO for permission to start imposing
up to $4 billion in sanctions almost
immediately. The United States export-
ed $165 billion in manufactured goods
and farm products to the 15-nation EU
in 2000.

But EU Trade Commissioner Pascal
Lamy indicated he would wait until at

least until the end of March, when a
WTO arbitrator is to report on the exact
value of U.S. goods the EU would be
entitled to impose the punitive tariffs on.

Lamy also said the EU remained
open to “meaningful discussions” with
the Bush administration to resolve the
case, whose origins date back three
decades.

“We have made a point of handling
this dispute in a very reasonable man-
ner,” Lamy said. “Now it’s up to the
United States.”

In Washington, the Bush administra-
tion said it would decide how to proceed
after consulting with Congress and
affected companies.

“We are disappointed with the out-
come,” said U.S. Trade Representative
Robert Zoellick. 

Zoellick said the administration
would fulfill its obligations under WTO
rules.

Trade lawyers said both sides want to
avoid the prospect of punitive tariffs that
would effectively double the price of
billions of dollars worth of U.S. imports
in Europe.

The American law allows a company
paying U.S. taxes to exclude income that
is considered to be “extraterritorial”
because it comes from goods or services
primarily for sale or use outside the
United States.

WTO appeals panel
rules against U.S. again
on tax breaks case

Military wants to cut
back fighter patrols
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Reality Check®

By Dave Whammond
Speed Bump®

By Dave Coverly

Natural Selection®

By Russ Wallace

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
by Chuck Shepard 

Spraying graffiti on a moving train
might get you $1 million 

Kane Rundle, 22, filed a lawsuit for $1 million (Aus.) against the New South
Wales State Rail company in Australia, based on his severe injuries from a 1994 inci-
dent. Rundle is brain-damaged because he hit his head while leaning out of a mov-
ing train, spraying graffiti. Rundle's lawyers believe the company knew that some
passengers were spraying graffiti out of train windows and thus should have done
more to prevent them from doing it.

GET NOTICED!
ADVERTISE!

100% ORGANIC NEWS ...
PICKED FRESH DAILY.

Santa Monica Daily Press
310.458.7737

Fax: 310.576.9913
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JOIN THE CLASSIEST GIG IN TOWN!
With the classiest representative in town ... 

Call Angela at the Santa Monica Daily Press 
and place your classified ad today!

310.458.7737 ext.101

Employment
ADMIN ASSISTANT to Presi-
dent.  Small investment compa-
ny.  Requires MS/word,Excel, 
AOL, 50-60 wpm., 3-5 years ex-
perience, phones, investor rela-
tions, travel arrangements.  Fax 
resume (310)827-5541

ESTHETICIAN/MASSAGE 
ROOM available in busy hair 
and skin salon.  Credit card 
processing, parking, great envi-
ronment w/ fun people.  Call 
Peter or just drop by 13114 
Washington Blvd., MDR 
(310)383-0357

FACILITY MANAGER Small 
west side school seeks organ-
ized, motivated manager to su-
pervise crew.  Exp. preferred. 
32+hours/wk. AM’s Mon-Fri, 
some flexibility, call (310)451-
5657

FINISH CARPENTERS Experi-
ence in fine custom residential 
required, 3yrs minimum.  Must 
have references & tools. 
Call(310)822-0685, fax ref. to 
(310) 822-0785

FLORAL DESIGNER needed 
for flower shop in Century City.  
Please call (310)785-0669

GENERAL OFFICE Assistant 
for busy Marina Del Rey travel 
office.  Microsoft Word, Excel. 
Contact: Billy (310)823-7979

HAIR STYLIST, ESTHETICIAN 
& RECEPTIONIST wanted for 
Campus Cuts salon at UCLA.  2 
positions open.  Stylist Minimun 
2 years experience. (310)206-
4770

JIFFY LUBE
Customer Service

Join the best and be part of the 
J-Team.  F/T, P/T & Flex. 

hours.  Santa Monica location.  
Retail cashier/calculator exper 

w/ computer knowledge helpful.  
Valid Calif. DL/English required.  

Competitive wages 
w/health/dental/401k & vacation 

benefits.  Must pass 
physical/drug exam. EOE

(562)806-4948

MANICURIST FOR Busy Santa 
Monica Salon.  Full-time, com-
mission or rented.  Open 9am-
8pm. (310)450-8669

MANICURIST FOR busy up-
scale Brentwood Salon.  Lots of 
walk-ins.  Can build very quickly 
full time rent or commission call 
(310)471-5555

NIGHT MANAGER needed for 
Santa Monica Restaurant.  Ex-
perience a must.  Please fax re-
sume to (310)393-6840

PARALEGAL W/3 years or 
more experience; self-starter, 
assertive and organized; able to 
handle heavy client contact; 
suitable writing skills required; 
PI experience necessary; medi-
cal record review exp,; bilingual 
Spanish a plus.  Please email 
resume to kgallo@biren.com

Employment
RECEPTIONIST FOR busy up-
scale Brentwood Salon.  Full-
time, Tues. - Sat.  Position 
starts January 1 2002. 
(310)471-5555

RETIRE IN two years with a six 
figure residual income.  Part 
Time and Full Time. (888)412-
6921

REWARDING SALES CA-
REER. Int’l firm with 16 years 
success track record seeks ex-
perienced business person M/F 
to sponsor & coach clients on 
maximizing & protecting wealth.  
Comprehensive training & sup-
port.  Call Mr. Kenedy 
(800)600-5149

UPSCALE MONTANA Ave. sal-
on has 2 stations available for 
rental.  $300 / week with sham-
poo assistant. (310)451-3710

For Sale
SONY 27 inch TV.  Stereo 
speakers.  Excellent condition. 
$200 (310)451-0498

SONY VAIO R505JSlaptop. 
850 MHz, 30G, CDRW/DVD, 
256 MB RAM, 10/100, Windows 
XP, 12.1” Active Matrix screen. 
Super thin, super light and su-
per fast! $2000 (orig. $2496). 
Chris (310)821-5611

Boats
20’ CAL: Good condition.  Com-
pletely stock. Xtra Geona sail. 
Motor. Incl. cust. trailer. $1900
(310)391-4051

24’ ISLANDER ‘66:  6hp Evin-
rude, 6-gal metal tank, radio, 
galley, sleeps 4 $1990 obo 
(310)645-3104

27’BAYLINER BUCCANEER
Great live-aboard, very spa-
cious, aft cabin  MUST SELL! 
$5950 obo.  (310)417-4141

Wanted
HOUSE SITTING position want-
ed.  Santa Monica.  Westside. 
Will water lawn and plants. 
Feed and walk pets.  Collect 
mail and newspapers.  Maintain 
household.  Compensation flex-
ible.  Contact Elliot (310)661-
9155

For Rent
27’ CATALINA, Immac liva-
boad/Cruiser.  Many xtras. 
MdR slip.  $6900 obo (310)892-
4616

VENICE HOUSE 3+3 710 Cali-
fornia Avenue Front.  All new 
kitchen.  Large balcony off up-
per bedrooms. Dining Rm, Liv 
Rm w/fireplace.  W&D.  3 car 
parking.  CCTV at front gate. 
Nice yard.  No dogs. $3692 
310-821-2589

W. LA: 2464 Barrington Ave. 
4bd/4ba  Very Lrg unit, spa-
cious closets, marble counters, 
stove, refrig, d/w, nu paint, frplc, 
gtd prkg intercom entry, eleva-
tor. W/D in unit.  Open daily. 
$2695. Mgr. Call: (310)390-
9401

For Rent
BRAND NEW state of the art 
building in the heart of Santa 
Monica with live/work apts. Two 
full baths, W/D, stove, dish-
washer, microwave, granite 
countertops, tile floors &  under-
ground parking. 1-2 bedroom 
layouts wired for computer and 
high-speed Internet access, 
multiple phone lines. Reception 
services and personal tele-
phone answering. Use of huge 
balconies, conference rooms, 
hi-speed printers/copiers, AV 
equipment & everything for of-
fice needs is included. Secreta-
rial services if required. Located 
in Santa Monica at 16th & 
Broadway within a mile of SM 
Pier, 3rd St. Promenade and 
Watergarden office complex. 
Please direct all inquiries to 
310-526-0315 or email 
info@1610broadway.com.

MDR LUXURY Silver Strand 
Ocean view, Lrg 2bdr, 2ba. 
Frplc D/W, pool, A/C, tennis, 
sauna, spa, sec, nr bch. $2300. 
(310)306-0363

OFFICE SUBLET; 1, 2, or 3 of-
fices available.  Great location 
in Santa Monica starting @ 
$450.00/month.  available imm-
ed. Steve (310)392-6100

PDR MANITOBA West 2bdr + 
loft Condo.  New crpt/paint. 
Pool, spa, hot tub tennis, pad-
dle tennis, gym.  Available now.  
$1700mo Agt Sheila: (310)338-
1311

PDR: LUXURY Condo 2bd/2ba, 
frplc, 2 balc, pools, jacuzzi, sau-
na, W/D in unit, racquet ball 
courts, security parking, exer-
cise room, all appliances, 1 
year lease $1750 (310)871-
7812

S.M.:  2+1, 3 blocks to beach.  
Huge balcony, parkay floors, 
lndry, prkg. Ocean view. $2100.  
(310)399-1273

SANTA MONICA LAW OFFICE 
OCEAN PARK Rent includes 
window office, secry bay, law li-
brary & add’l charges: Westlaw, 
postage, copy machine, fax, 
DSL connection.  Maloney & 
Mullen, PC (310)392-7047

SM     $1800 2+2.  Approxi-
mately 1100s.f. 2 car enclosed 
gar. No. of Wilshire Bl. Walk to 
Montana Shops. 2020 Wash-
ington Ave. Call: (310)395-1880

SM $1395 Spacious 2 Bdrm 1 
Ba with prkg. New carpet. 501 
Raymond Ave. (310)573-7452

SM $1400 Lg 2 bdrm 1 ba, 
hrdwd fl, lots of closets, stove, 
prkg, ldry rm Quiet area 
(310)396-1644

STUDIO SPACE FOR LEASE 
avail 1500sf Santa Monica. AM, 
Eves, Sun, for classes, work-
shops, meetings. E. Pico, Am-
ple Parking.  Karen 310-396-
5990

VENICE BEACH Lrg 1+1 apt. 
Enclosed patio, 1/2  block to 
beach.  N/p w/stv & refrig $1250
(310)641-1149

VENICE HOUSE 2+1+office. 
710 California Ave. Rear. 
Stove, frig, m/w, w&d.  Ceiling 
fans. 2 car parking.  Nice patio.  
No Dogs. 310-821-2589

For Rent
VENICE HOUSE for rent 
$1975. 3+1 Approx. 1000s.f. 
Hrdwd & carpets. Remodeled 
kitchen, pvt. garden.  Very 
clean.  New appliances, inside 
W/D. 2477 Walnut Ave.
Call: (310)395-1880

VENICE:  $1350 1Bdr + 1Ba 
Hdwd floors.  W/D in unit.  1128 
6th Ave. No pets. (310)399-
7235

VENICE:  2bdrm+2bath, park-
ing,1 block from beach, mini 
bar, $1700 + sec. dep. 
(310)305-9659

VENICE:  DUPLEX 2+1  W/D, 
appliances, hardwood floors 
$1700  2 blocks to Abbot Kin-
ney.  N/P 627 San Juan Ave. 
(310)399-7235

VENICE:  Lrg 1+1 w/grt lite. 
Huge closet, stove, W/D on site.  
Off the canals.  $1325 
(310)305-8109

VENICE: 3+2, Lrg, sunny up-
per unit, 4 plex.  French doors, 
balcony, parking. $2100 
(310)581-5379

VENICE: ON BOARDWALK
Sec. building.  Clean 1bd/loft 
bdrm+1.2 level balcony. 
w/vu.frig, stv., D/W, lndry, gtd, 
prkg. $1850. (310)823-6349

W. LA 2464 Barrington 3bdr, 
3ba Lrg rooms, all appliances 
included.  Fireplace, marble 
countertops, in unit W/D.  Gated 
parking elevator, intercom en-
try. $2195.  OPEN DAILY. Mgr. 
Call:  (310)390-9401

Commercial Lease
BRAND NEW, state of the art 
executive suites in the heart of 
Santa Monica. All offices have 
operable windows, 18-ft. high 
ceilings, view of ocean & mtns. 
Wired for computer and hi-
speed Internet access, multiple 
phone lines. Reception services 
& personal phone answering. 
Use of huge balconies, confer-
ence rooms, hi-speed 
printer/copiers, AV equipment & 
everything for office needs in-
cluded. Secretarial services if 
required. Located in SM at 16th 
& Broadway, within a mile of 
SM Pier, 3rd St. Promenade & 
Watergarden office complex. 
Please direct all inquiries to 
310-526-0315 or email 
info@1610broadway.com.

Vehicles for sale
1970 VW Bug in good condi-
tion, new floors, upholstery. 
$1800 or best offer.  Call 
(323)259-8500

96 VOLVO 850 turbo, teal blue 
with tan interior 61,000 miles 
(310)280-0840

Services
AT YOUR SERVICE!

Professional Personal Assis-
tant.  Strong office skills.  Great 
references, reliable transporta-

tion. (310)452-4310

DESIGN DRAWINGS Interior-
Exterior.  Drawings can help 
you avoid costly mistakes & 
better visualize your remodel 
projects.  30 years experience.  
References. (310)836-4797

Services
BUSINESS WRITER/MEDIA re-
lations specialist: offers 16 
years experience in public rela-
tions and investor relations 
available for short and long-ter 
m assignments.  Call Jane to-
day to implement strategy for 
improved media coverage and 
increased customer/investor in-
terest (310)452-4310

CHAUFFEUR SANTA Monica 
resident.  Full or P/T.  Will drive 
your auto. Excellent driving re-
cord. (310)451-0498

CHILD & ELDERLY CARE: Ex-
perienced Mature, female, veg-
etarian available immeadiately 
for caregiving. Xlnt references. 
Call Omanasa (310)314-8248

CHILD CARE: Mature, intelli-
gent, kind & compassionate. 
Former nursery school experi-
ence. References available. 
Audry Norris (310)854-2053

COMPUTER DOCTOR - Re-
pairs, Tutoring, Web Design, 
Patient, Reliable. Russell 
(310)709-7595

ELDERLY CARE PROVIDER
Living in Santa Monica, immedi-

ately available for full or part 
time work.  References availa-
ble upon request.  Please call 

Lita (310)394-3197

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTANT
available to come to your 
home/business and help clean-
up, free-up and organize your fi-
nances.  Professional services 
included; Quicken / Quickbooks 
set-up and management, estab-
lishing on-line banking services, 
accounting, payroll, employee 
benefits and other professional 
matters.  Flexible weekly / 
monthly programs and excellent 
references.  Please call Roland. 
(310)230-2341

FRIENDLY & SKILLED  Com-
puter Support Services.  Setup, 
upgrade, internet connections & 
networks.  Home or Office, 
Westide (310)663-3644.  Rea-
sonable Rates.

GARDEN CONSULTANT Mov-
ing?  Add thousands of $$$’s to 
property value by enhancing 
curb appeal.  Let me help.  Res-
onable rates & references. 
Free Estimate.  Mary Kay Gor-
don (310)264-0272

KNITTING LESSONS Yarn, 
Supplies, Patterns, Finishing & 
Design, STICH & ROW, Knitting 
Arts Center, 15200 Sunset 
Blvd., Suite 111, Pacific Pali-
sades (310)230-9902

PET STOPS WEST Boston’s 
Finest Daily and Vacation pet 
sitting service for over a decade 
comes to Santa Monica.  Li-
censed, bonded, insured. 
(310)264-7193

SAXOPHONE LESSONS
offered in Santa Monica by ex-
perienced professional.  All lev-
els.  Beginners welcome.  Jim 
(310)829-4638

SPANISH TEACHER/TUTOR,
Santa Monica native speaker w/ 
M.A. from U. of MI Berlitz 
trained.  Convers/Grammer, all 
levels/ages.  Fun.  Lissette 
(310)260-1255

Services
TENNIS LESSONS Learn the 
game of tennis (effortlessly). 
Have fun!  Get in shape. 
Group/private.  Call Now!  Intro 
lesson free.  Certified Instructor 
(310)388-3722

The State-Of-The-Art 
Videoconferencing Solution
Fixed 30 frames per second

Currently being used by; The 
US Navy, Smithsonian Institu-
tion, the Mayors office in San 
Diego and New York, The Uni-
fied School District of San Die-
go, Police and Fire Depart-
ments, Warner Brothers, CNN 
and Turner Networks.  Call to-
day: West Coast Video Phone
(310)392-0799

TUTORING 
K-12 academics, K-adult com-
puter, Learning Disabilities Spe-
cialist.  Reasonable rates.  Wise 
Owl Education (310)209-9032

Business Opps
$1500/MO.  PT - $4500-
$7200/mo.  FT Int’l Company 
needs Supervisors & Assis-
tants.  Full training.  Free infor-
mation. (866)412-8036 or 
www.kes-homebusiness.com

ATTENTION: WORK from 
home. $500 - $2500/mo PT. 

$3k - $7k/mo FT.  Free booklet.  
(800) 935-5041.  

Dreamtimeisnow.com

EARN A VERY HIGH CASH 
FLOW.  Lend @10% to a fast 
growing firm & get your money 
back in 16-19 months, + earn a 
royalty of 7 TIMES loan 
amount, 60% annual return.  I’ll 
show you this is real over lunch. 
$25K min.  Elliot (310)745-3512

IF YOUR not afraid to speak in 
front of small groups & like the 
idea of unlimited income.  Call 
(877)772-7729 independent as-
soc.

SALES ENTREPRENEURS
wanted.  Gourmet Coffee/Es-
presso Industry.  Invest only 
your time and skill, unlimited in-
come.  (310)675-0717

Health/Beauty
VIACREME FOR women 
works! Developed and recom-
mended by gynecologists. Or-
der vc.com. (310)312-0662

Missing Person

MONICA LYNN DEVITO
05/01/56  Please call home im-
meadiatly.  Others with info 
email: moniphome@aol.com

Lost & Found
FOUND - set of keys with silver 
metal flower keychain.  Found 
at 601 California.  Please call 
(310)458-7737.

REWARD - Lost set of Cadillac 
keys on colored key ring with 
automatic door opener.  Please 
call (310)395-9341
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BY DAVID KRAVETS
Associated Press Writer

SAN FRANCISCO — You can
drive high in Idaho, as long as you can
drive straight.

In overturning an impaired driving
conviction, the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals ruled Monday that a loophole
in Idaho law means marijuana users can
drive legally as long as they don’t drive
erratically and can pass a field sobriety
test.

A three-judge panel of the San
Francisco-based court wrote that
Idaho’s impaired driving law makes it
illegal to drive under the influence of
alcohol and narcotics. But Idaho doesn’t
list marijuana as a narcotic.

The court said that because marijuana
is not listed as a narcotic, Matthew
Patzer could not automatically be pre-
sumed impaired, like motorists who
have been drinking alcohol.

In overturning the 21-year-old’s con-
viction, the court wrote that he was
pulled over for a broken tailgate light,
wasn’t driving erratically and passed a
field sobriety test.

“Given the distinction drawn by the
statute, there is no basis to conclude that
impairment may be presumed upon

admission of use of a non-narcotic
drug,” the appeals court wrote.

After a New Plymouth police officer
noticed his glassy eyes, Patzer admitted
to smoking marijuana at a party on Sept.
27, 1998. Patzer passed two field sobri-
ety tests before being arrested for driv-
ing impaired.

Idaho Senate Judiciary Chairman
Denton Darrington said he had assumed
marijuana was a narcotic under state
law, and that the statute might need to
be reviewed. But he questioned whether
Monday’s decision would hold up on
appeal.

“My guess is, in light of the record of
the 9th Circuit with the U.S. Supreme
Court ... that the government will take it
on up,” Darrington said. “We may have
to evaluate our law, but first we’ll see
what the government does here.”

Darrington was referring to the cir-
cuit’s reputation of being overturned by
the U.S. Supreme Court.

Patzer’s attorney, Fredilyn Sison of
the office of the Federal Defenders of
Eastern Washington and Idaho, applaud-
ed the decision.

“Just having smoked marijuana does-
n’t give somebody cause to arrest you
for that when driving,” Sison said.

Assistant U.S. Attorney Michael J.

Fica, in Pocatello, Idaho, said the gov-
ernment was considering asking the cir-
cuit to review its decision or requesting
the U.S. Supreme Court to hear the case.

The circuit’s decision also reverses
Patzer’s illegal weapons convictions. In
his Chevrolet Blazer, police found four
illegal homemade grenades, a sawed-off
shotgun and a modified rifle with a
homemade silencer.

The court said that because of his
unlawful arrest, authorities illegally
searched his vehicle. The decision
reverses U.S. District Judge Edward J.
Lodge.

“Patzer’s arrest was unlawful. The
evidence obtained after his arrest ...
were ’fruit of the poisonous tree’ and
should have been suppressed by the dis-
trict court,” the three-judge panel wrote.

Motorists may drive lawfully under marijuana’s influence

By The Associated Press

READING, Pa. — Great news for motorists in this eastern Pennsylvania commu-
nity: The cops have run out of parking tickets.

City police started rationing tickets in November when their supply of ticket books
ran short, then had to stop writing citations altogether when their last tickets were
used up a few weeks ago.

A replacement supply is expected to arrive this month, but in the meantime the
shortage has cost the city an estimated $25,000 in lost revenue.

Only 558 tickets were written in December, compared to 1,224 in November and
1,722 in October, city officials said.

Officials said the shortage was due to an unexpected delay in ordering the replace-
ment books.

During the shortage, police have been able to write state citations rather than city-
issued tickets, but have largely refrained from doing so. The state tickets carry a $44
fine, rather than the city’s $15, and involve extra paperwork for the department.

Police department rations
tickets due to low supply


