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NEWS OF

THE WEIRD

by Chuck Shepard

M In November, police in Brooklyn,
N.Y, set a trap and arrested a 44-
year-old man and his 22-year-old
associate for having kidnapped a
teenager earlier in the day and hav-
ing sought a $20,000 ransom from
his mother; the sting was set up
after the men, for some reason,
released their victim (who went
straight home) but continued to
demand the ransom.

M According to a December Miami
Herald story, the condition of muse-
um-goers who grow faint or suffer
anxiety attacks while viewing art (or
viewing too much in a short time)
has a name, “Stendhal's Syndrome,”
that, although rare, has been studied
for almost 200 years.
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Elaine Binner, owner of Elaine’s Pet Depot, stands in front of the cage
where a stolen puppy once lived. Police are searching for a suspect.

How much

for that

doggie in the window?

Absolutely nothing if
you're a puppy thief

By Daily Press staff

MID CITY — Apparently a
man fell in love with two puppies
at a local pet store so much on
Tuesday that he just had to have
them. So he stole them.

Workers at Elaine’s Pet Depot,
2919 Wilshire Blvd., say a man
came into the store shortly after
12:30 p.m. and asked to see the
puppies — a Maltese and a
Yorkshire terrier. After playing
with the puppies for about a half
hour, the suspect tucked them
under his arms and ran out of the
store while the clerk was looking
the other way. He was last seen
running north on Yale Street.

“It’s weird because he stood at
the door for two seconds,” like he

was showing the dogs to someone
outside, said assistant manager
Jenny Kutner, who was in the
store during the theft.

Police are currently investigat-
ing the canine caper, which
amounts to grand theft. Santa
Monica Police officers are look-
ing for the suspect, who is
described as black, between 25 to
30 years old, 6 feet tall and about
180 pounds. Witnesses say the
suspect had long, black hair that
was combed back, and was wear-
ing blue jeans, a light blue
sweater and white tennis shoes.

The Maltese is described as
“white and fluffy” with black
points and a shaved neck and
legs. He was called by store
employees as “Fluffy Puppy.”
The dog, which had a price tag of
$1,200, weighs about three

See THIEF, page 6
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Business owners feel
trapped within City
Hall’s tangled web

Planning department
should be transparent,
director says

BY JOHN WOOD
Daily Press Staff Writer

CITY HALL — The red tape
here has got to go, business own-
ers have long complained. It takes
too long to set up shop in Santa
Monica, they say.

Bolstered by a recent report
from a business school student
group, proprietors got another
boost Tuesday from within the

bureaucracy itself. And bureaucrats
find themselves having to untangle
themselves from the red tape in
order to remove it for others.

Suzanne Frick, who heads the
planning department, said change
is needed to make it easier for
business and residents to navigate.

That means reviewing every-
thing from the role of various
workers to department processes,
as well as the laws and codes that
govern projects in Santa Monica.
It’s a job sure to take months, if
not years.

See RED TAPE, page 5

SMPD books Weller

By Daily Press staff

SMPD HDQTRS. — The eld-
erly man charged with 10 counts
of felony vehicular manslaughter
related to the Farmers’ Market
crash turned himself into police on
Tuesday.

Russell Weller, 87, was brought
to the Santa Monica Police Depart-
ment at noon by his attorneys, where
he was booked for vehicular
manslaughter and released.

Weller, of Santa Monica, plead-
ed not guilty to the charges last
Tuesday. He will remain free with-
out bail until he is tried. He faces a

minimum sentence of probation
and as much as 18 years in jail, if
convicted.

Prosecutors, who were denied by
LA Superior Court Judge Paula
Adele Mabrey to hold Weller in lieu
of $50,000 bond, said they have
more than 3,000 pages of evidence
and 800 witnesses in their case
against Weller. A preliminary trial is
scheduled for Feb. 9.

Weller sped through the Santa
Monica Farmers’ Market on July
16, reportedly mistaking the accel-
erator for the brake. He killed 10
people and injured 63 others.

Housing project’s $1.5M
renovation completed

BY JOHN WOOD
Daily Press Staff Writer

PICO NEIGHBORHOOD —
A $1.5 million remodel of a large
apartment building here has been
completed, three years after the
property was first purchased.

The improvements are among
the most extensive ever performed
by officials at the Community
Corp. of Santa Monica, a nonprof-
it that converts old buildings and
constructs new affordable housing
projects throughout the city.

“It’s that same footprint, but it’s

practically a new building,” said
Sue Keintz, the director of housing
development at Community Corp.
“We just replaced everything.”
Though the nonprofit has been
criticized for putting too many
projects in the Pico neighborhood
— an area historically prone to
crime and violence — Keintz said
even though the nonprofit was
founded in the Pico neighborhood,
projects aren’t concentrated there.
“The facts speak for them-
selves,” said Keintz, also a

See PROJECT, page 6
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You need to slow down, Aquarius

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS
The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:

%k kk-Dynamic **k%k-Positive **k*k-Average
**-So-so *-Difficult

ARIES (March 21-April 19)

%% %% Tempers flare, and you might be
right in the midst of an argument when you least
want to be. Stop. Pull out. Evaluate whether you
might be oversensitive right now. Take an
overview if possible. Seek out more facts.
Tonight: Happy to nestle in.

=3 TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

& k%% Take it easy, and don’t push too
hard. You might want to see someone take anoth-
er view, but you cannot change what is. A partner
or associate helps you pull things together and
get the job done. A friend could have strong feel-
ings. Tonight: Easy does it.

'1." GEMINI (May 21-June 20)

& k% %%k* A boss pushes you very hard;
resist having a strong reaction. How you handle
this situation could make a huge difference in
what goes down. Let your imagination flow, and
don’t let someone put you down. Tonight:
Midweek romp.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)

* %% Basics do count, but convincing
someone who might be a bit high-strung in your
life could be difficult, to say the least. Your feel-
ings detach some, allowing you to see a situation
much differently. Always take the high road
when possible. Tonight: Happy at home.

1 LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

v;.l %% % %% You might want to keep the con-
versation going, even if you hit a stalemate or a
hot situation involving another person. You can
make peace through discussions and understand-
ing the other’s point of view. Tonight: Indulge
this person.

’-j‘l VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

=28l % %% Expenses soar, causing you to feel a
bit out of sorts. Understand why others or a spe-
cific associate needs to spend so much. Others
seek you out for help. Be there for them. Express
your unique flexibility, which marks this year.

Qnight: Your treat.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

%% %% % Your charm might unnerve
someone close to you. You will know, because
this person tells you everything he or she thinks
you are doing wrong. Don’t take what this per-
son says to heart, but evaluate his or her com-
ments openly. Tonight: Don’t let anyone take the
moment from you.

Ry SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

1"'} %% Don’t take out your aggravation on
someone else; rather, throw yourself into your
job. You could be unduly tired from all the ener-
gy you have been expending. Schedule a mas-
sage or a round of golf —whatever works for
you. Tonight: Get a good night’s sleep.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

%% %% Aim for more of what you want
from a situation involving a group of several
friends, recognizing that you don’t have control
over everyone, only yourself. Expenses are
going overboard. Tonight: Where your friends
are, having fun.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

* %% Avoid questioning someone who is
in charge, because that can only take you down
a difficult path. Relax, despite the tension.
People are going through their own problems.
Try not to add to what is happening, if possible.
Tonight: Work late if you want to.

&1}- AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

iy %k k%% You might be reaching out for
an expert or hopping on the computer. Carefully
review a situation that involves your finances.
You could be giving too much of yourself or
indulging someone way too much. Be honest
with yourself. Tonight: Slow down.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)

% % % %% A partner could be instrumental
in what goes down, should you let it happen.
You might want to put a halt to a spending
spree, or find other ways to express your feel-
ings. Keep in mind your ultimate goals.
Tonight: Togetherness works. )
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LOCAL

Samohi soccer takes the lead
Samohi 3, Torrance 0

By Daily Press staff

Samohi 3, Mira Costa 0

After finishing second in the Bay League,
one game behind first place Peninsula, the
Santa Monica High School Vikings’ boys
soccer team heading for the Bay League
Crown for the 2003-04 season.

The Vikings will feature skill, technique
and strong competition. Forward Barry
Jackson, midfielders Andrew Marinez
Carlos Lopez and Ryan Natale, will use their
previous experiences to lead Samohi. The
defense, which so far has had six shut-outs is
led by junior goal keeper Ari Zlotoff, sweep-
er Micheal Eyler, junior Grant Buckingham
and senior Aaron Wallachinsky. The Vikings
are coached by second year varsity coach
Manu Appelius and head coach Frank
Gatell, who is in his seventh year.

The Vikings (10-1-2 overall, 1-0 Bay
League) had their league opener at Mira
Costa. Samohi opened up the scoring in the
27th minute by Marinez, assisted by Lopez.
Then early in the second half, Jackson put
the ball into the back of the Mustang net,
when after a long throw-in by Eyler, the ball
bounced around in the front of the goal,
where Jackson put it away. Then in the 57th
minute, junior Ross Cooper sealed the victo-
ry by scoring the third goal after the ball had
deflected off a Mira Costa defender. Zlotoff
recorded his sixth shut-out. The Vikings will
host Peninsula on Friday at 3 p.m.

Last year’s Santa Monica High School
Vikings’ girls soccer team finished second in
the Ocean League, behind South Torrance.
This year they look to improve. Even with a
young squad, the Lady Vikings want to
make waves in the Ocean League for 2003-
04. Led by midfield Captain Claire Beitcher,
the team will look to midfielders Payton
Raffa and Zoe Mosk. In the defense, senior
Lucy Fairweather anchors the defense at
sweeper, and junior Allison Field and soph-
omore Julia Keighley mark their opponents
well. The addition of freshmen forwards
Samantha Greene and Michela Fitten give
the Lady Vikings youth and determination.
They are led by first-year varsity coach
Serafin Rodriguez, and Gatell, who now
directs both girls and boys programs.

The Lady Vikings (3-7-1 overall, 1-0 in
the Ocean League) hosted their league
opening game against Torrance. The scoring
did not begin until the second half. Beitcher
scored the first goal in the 59th minute by
sneaking the ball past the diving goalkeeper
on her near post.

Two minutes later, Fitten repeated the
same way and put the Lady Vikings ahead
2-0. They did not stop there. In the 68th
minute, sophomore Nicole Hoffman added
in with the final goal. Sophomore Jordana
Brownstone recorded her first shut-out of
the season with three saves. The Lady
Vikings will travel to Hawthorne for a
Friday match at 4:30 p.m.

Solar expedition held at SMC

By Daily Press staff

Mars, an upcoming comet expedition and
the mysterious Quaoar will be the focus of
Santa Monica College’s Planetarium shows
and lectures for the remainder of January
and into February.

The current feature show “Report from
Mars,” continues Fridays on Jan. 16, 23,
Feb. 6 and 20. The show focuses on the
robot explorers Spirit, Opportunity and
Beagle II's missions on the Red Planet.
“Report from Mars” is at 8 p.m. and is pre-
ceded by “The Night Sky Show,” which re-
creates the night sky and provides the latest
information on space exploration at 7 p.m.

Two guest lectures will explore other
astronomical objects. “Rosetta: Unlocking
Cometary Secrets,” featuring Claudia
Alexander of the Jet Propulsion Lab, exam-
ines the Rosetta mission, due to launch in
February, which will orbit Comet
Churyumov-Gerasimenko. The lecture is
held at 8 p.m. Friday, Jan. 30.

“Pluto, Quaoar & the Edge of the Solar
System” takes a look at the recent discovery
of Quaoar, an object in the mysterious

Quality & Valug Hdiways!

Kuiper Belt at the edge of the solar system.
The lecturer is Mike Brown of the
California Institute of Technology, the co-
discoverer of Quaoar. The lecture will be at
8 p.m. Friday, Feb. 27.

The astronomy shows are held in the
John Drescher Planetarium, which features
the state-of-the-art Digistar projection sys-
tem. It is located on the second floor of
Drescher Hall, 1900 Pico Blvd. The guest
lectures are in Science Lecture Hall 140.

Tickets are $5 each or $9 for the “double
bill,” with discounts for children and senior
citizens. For information, call (310) 434-
4223 or (310) 434-3000.

In other SMC news: A lecture by Laddie
John Dill will be held in conjunction with the
current Malibu Art Association Juried Show
at at SMC’s Madison Campus, 11th Street
and Santa Monica Boulevard.

On Jan. 31, from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m., inter-
nationally recognized artist, Dill, of Venice,
will share stories of the evolution of his
work in many media including paint and
neon, glass and sand, cement relief, and
marbleized polymer.

Since 1967

Open 6am - 2:30pm Mon. - Fri.
6am - 4pm Sat. - Sun.

310-399-7892

2732 Main St.

Santa Monica

Break from
the chains...

COME EAT WELL!
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bombers. Expect a slow drop into Saturday.

your local break.

.

Our W swell will fade further today as most breaks drop into the shoulder
high range, with some better sets at best breaks earlier on.

OUTLOOK: New W swell starts to arrive throughout the day on Thursday.
Most spots will have surf in the 3-5' range while the standout spots picking up
the West swell early see bigger waves before sunset.
overnight and by Friday morning the west-facing spots will see some serious

Write us at wood@smdp.com and tell us what the surf is doing today at

L LOW TIDES HIGH TIDES
= LOW ONE LOW TWO HIGH ONE HIGH TWO
SATURDAY 3:49 AM 514 PM 9:58 AM N/A
SUNDAY 4:32 AM 5:43 PM 12:04 AM 10:35 AM
MONDAY 5:32 AM 6:23 PM 12:43 AM 11:21 AM
TUESDAY 6:49 AM 7:06 PM 1:24 AM 1215 PM
WEDNESDAY 8:31 AM 7:48 PM 2:07 AM 1:41 PM
THURSDAY 10:08 AM 8:48 PM 3:00 AM 3:44 PM
FRIDAY 11:19AM 9:51 PM 3:50 AM 5:32PM

The Surf Report is sponsored by:
Today's Sbey [ Store Hours: |
Teriyaki Open
Chicken Daily from
Sandwich ‘o 11a.m. to
SQ tax included y — '0“
st = 10 p.m.
8. { Stiest Rawaiian S P
Incluges: -
Pickles or coleslaw, 1" 9 B roadwa y, Sa nta Monlca
french fries or salad
and drink

Today the
water Is:

98’

This swell will hold

310.394.0100

Last week, a very well organized
group of school supporters filed an
amendment to the city charter that would
mandate City Hall fork over a minimum
of $6 million annually to the local school
district, which faces severe budget cuts
from the federal and state governments.

School supporters have continuously
thanked the City Council for financially
helping the district out in past years, but
they want to ensure they get more money
to keep local schools top-notch. Voters
most likely will be asked in November if
taxpayer money should be dedicated to

the schools. City officials, however,
aren’t too keen on the idea of not having
control over the cash.

So this week, Q-Line wants to know,
“Should the schools have a set amount
of money put aside every year or
should the discretion be left up to the
City Council?”

Call (310) 285-8106 with your
response before Thursday at 5 p.m. We’ll
print them in Friday’s paper. Please limit
your comments to a minute or less. It
might help to think first about the word-
ing of your response.

310.451.SLICE(7542)
310.399.4060
Catering * Lunch/Office Delivery

~

* Homemade

* Fresh Ingredients
e Pasta & Dinners

* Calzones

* Hot Subs

Voted Best in L.A.

— America Online Poll

“A slice of NY in your
own backyard.”

—Anthony Dias Blue
Bon Appetit Lifestyle
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OPINION

LETTERS

A Democrat would be thrown from office

Editor:

Why haven’t the Republicans impeached Bush by now? He appears to have
planned the invasion of Iraq within days of taking office. If a Democratic president
did the same thing, they would have impeached him already. Can you spell
“Hypocrite?” I knew you could. (Apologies to the late Mr. Rogers)

Mike Kirwan
Venice

The rich get richer and poor get poorer

Editor:

A story in the Los Angeles Times stated that the “Budget Ax Would Fall Heavily
on the Poor,” (Jan. 10). The governor said that the cuts are “very difficult decisions
that I do not take lightly.”

The pain will be felt by the middle and lower classes, however, not corporations
and millionaires like Schwarzenegger. It’s the same old politics and outrage: The rich
and powerful created the budget crisis; others will now pay the price and suffer.

John Marciano
Santa Monica

Stewart a tall and untruthful poppy?

Editor:

Yes Martha Stewart is a tall poppy, (SMDP, Jan. 13, page 6). And she most cer-
tainly is the object of an excess amount of envy. But to declare an inverse moral code
which celebrates “bums” over successful, therefore worthy individuals is simplistic,
and at best, mean spirited. The use of the term “bums” proves Mr. Tracinski’s unal-
loyed prejudice. The simplistic converse of his last paragraph would be that it is right-

However, his plan gives our country at least some control and some accountability in
a situation where currently we have none.

Furthermore, it gives the immigrant the ability to live in peace without looking
over his/her shoulder, always living in fear. And, the immigrant can go back and forth
over the border during holidays, etc.

I have no problem with the $7 head of lettuce. I’d rather pay $7 straight up for what
I want than $1 for lettuce and $6 (probably more) in taxes to cover the medical
expenses and schooling for immigrants’ families. That is the real cost of the lettuce
and should be so charged. That’s what we do with most other products.

I find most troubling your last sentence “The fact that our society needs illegal immi-
grants who work for below minimum wage rates and that is not going to go away.”

I find that comment border line (pun intended) racist. Change “illegal immigrants”
to “slaves” and read it again. Couldn’t the same sentence have appeared in a Southern
paper in Civil War times?

Society needed slaves in their view. They thought it would never go away. Slavery
did. And this problem can. Bush’s plan is the first step in that direction.

Eric Cooper
Santa Monica

VICEHTE FOY
HAVE W-A-Y TOD MUCH

and tall?

Editor:

eous to hate the bum, and celebrate the high achiever.
And lest we forget, Ms. Stewart is on trial for lying to Federal investigators. Is Mr.
Tracinski suggesting that we ignore that alleged perfidy because Ms. Stewart is rich,

Forrest Murray

Santa Monica

Illegal immigrants are yesterday’s slaves

(This letter is addressed to David Pisarra, “Legal News and Views” columnist).
I like reading your articles. You are a thoughtful man. But ... I think President
Bush’s plan is good, (SMDP, Jan. 13, page 7). Nothing is going to fit perfect. mamper; ddEc d , WES T SELS *o,

INFLUEHCE DYER
GERRGE RBABHA

v 2003 WWWFLNRYPAPERZ. COM

INCITES

By Ed Silverstein

In a colossal miscarriage of justice, the
LA County District Attorney is charging
Russell Weller with 10 counts of felony
vehicular manslaughter. These extremely
harsh charges stem from the incident in
which 10 pedestrians were killed and an
additional 63 injured when the 87-year-
old driver lost control of his car and sped
through the crowded Santa Monica
Farmers’ Market last summer.

Certainly the families of the victims and
those injured want their pound of flesh. But
is this a crime that should be prosecuted?

What we know for sure is that Weller
rear-ended a Mercedes, then accelerated
into the market, reaching speeds of 60
miles an hour. His Buick LeSabre
smashed through the crowds for nearly
two blocks before bodies and debris
caused the car to come to a stop.

Weller was not charged with hit and
run or leaving the scene of an accident,
which seems to be the only legitimate
excuse for charging him with a crime.
Rather, he was charged gross criminal

negligence because he reached unsafe
speeds and never applied the brakes.

The authorities concur that what most
likely occurred was when Weller hit the
Mercedes, he tried to slam on the brakes,
but instead hit the gas pedal. So why did-
n’t he hit the brakes?

Imagine that you are Weller. You’re in
an accident. You hit the brakes and unac-
countably the car shoots forward. Your
first frenzied thought might be that the
brakes aren’t working or the accelerator
has become stuck. The instinct is to jam
harder on the brake pedal, but in this case
you’re actually pushing the accelerator.
Add to this the violent impacts and horror
of crashing through the crowd, and you
begin to understand why Weller might
have lacked the presence of mind to cor-
rect his error.

According to experts, it is not uncom-
mon in pedal misapplication situations, as
this is called, to travel for 10 or more sec-
onds before the driver realizes his mistake
— more than enough time to accelerate to
the 60 miles per hour reached by the Buick.

The fact that Weller was 86 years old
may very well have been a contributing
factor. A man of his advanced age would
have a significantly slower reaction time
and the potential for increased confusion.
Some say he should be held accountable
because he was aware that his age made
him unfit to drive.

But even if this is true, it is the
California state legislators that are guilty of
gross negligence. Our representatives are
all too aware that Americans are getting
older, living longer and becoming more
dangerous on the road. No one denies that
more rigorous and comprehensive testing
of older drivers is desperately needed, yet
they refuse to act because they are wary of
arousing the ire of senior voters.

But even if Weller is potentially guilty
of a crime it makes little sense to prose-
cute him.

Weller has led a previously exemplary
life and does not represent a threat to soci-
ety. He will never drive again so he is not
a future threat to others.

Weller’s prosecution will be a media
circus requiring expensive security and
attorney man-hours for news conferences
and press briefings. If the county prevails
and Weller receives the maximum sen-
tence of 18 years, which he has virtually
no chance surviving even a fraction of, the
costs of incarcerating an 87-year-old with
poor health would be prohibitive.

There are some who feel that he
deserves to be punished for what he’s
done, even if it was an accident. But what
more can be done to this man? His life is
ruined. Civil suits will rob him of any
wealth he has accumulated. His reputation
and good name, built with a lifetime of
good deeds and charity, has been obliter-

Charging an 87-year-old driver is an outrage, an injustice

ated. His health has deteriorated drastical-
ly. His remaining days will be spent sick,
destitute, wracked by guilt and shame,
and devoid of any joy.

In fact, putting this extremely elderly
man through the stressful ordeal of a trial
might very well be a death sentence. This
would constitute a cruel and unusual pun-
ishment, particularly if he were innocent.

So why are we prosecuting tragedies?
Part of it is because of the out-of-control
litigation. Already Santa Monica has been
named in numerous lawsuits. If Weller is
found guilty of criminal negligence, the
city could argue it does not bear responsi-
bility for not having barricades. Another
answer is overly aggressive prosecutors
looking to make a name for themselves.
Cases such as these are sensational and
attract an increasingly tabloid press.

Finally, we as a society have become
intolerant of misfortune. We feel a need to
assign blame for everything. But as is
often the case, tragedies spring from a
series of events that cannot be foreseen
and are not the fault of anyone.

Such was the case with Russell Weller.
And to prosecute a good man who was a
victim of tragic circumstances only cre-
ates another tragedy.

(Ed Silverstein lives in Santa Monica and
shops at the Farmers’ Market. Comments
can be e-mailed at edsincites@aol.com).
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MBA students give SM
City Hall poor marks

RED TAPE, from page 1

“Our goal is really to make the process
as transparent and expeditious as possi-
ble,” Frick said. “It’s just that our job is
also to make sure we’re enforcing the
rules and regulations.”

Business owners and residents have long
complained that City Hall is too slow and
cumbersome in approving projects and
minor plan changes. They argue the bureau-
cracy causes an unfair burden on profits for
some businesses, while driving away others
from ever coming to Santa Monica.

In response, the department is current-
ly examining the laws that govern multi-
family projects and new buildings down-
town, and also may soon review local
zoning codes, Frick said. Meanwhile, City
Manager Susan McCarthy is defining the
scope of an independent review of the
department expected to begin sometime
this summer or fall, Frick added.

The department also will review the sug-
gestions of a team of five MBA students
from the University of Southern California
who compared Santa Monica’s planning
department to those in the cities of
Burbank, Culver City and Pasadena. They
found that Santa Monica lagged behind the
other cities in the time it takes to approve
new businesses, among other things.

Commissioned by the Santa Monica
Chamber of Commerce, the student group
suggested improving customer service
and better managing the expectations of
local merchants. They gave their presen-
tation on Tuesday to a group of 100 at the
chamber’s monthly luncheon in a pent-
house ballroom at the Four Points
Sheraton downtown.

“Nobody was perfectly pleased with
the way things were,” student Audney
DePaulo said. “Most of the frustration
came when (merchants) expected it would
be a three- or four-month process and a
year and a half later they didn’t have their
bakery open or whatever.”

Also recommended was a clearer, more
comprehensive Web site that could be
accessed by prospective businesses; more
education for City Hall staffers, business-
es and residents; better defined depart-
ment goals; better public relations and the
removal of certain subjective elements of
the approval process, including some
hearings, among other things.

But officials said simplifying the
process in Santa Monica will be anything
but easy — the city’s eight square miles are
becoming increasingly more dense each
year and new laws are passed routinely.

“The process in Santa Monica has def-
initely evolved, because it is a special city
to a lot of people — a small beach com-
munity significantly denser than the other

communities (in the study),” planning
commissioner Darrell Clarke said.
“Quality of life has been very important.”

Still, Clarke said local residents and
merchants shouldn’t be left wondering
what the next step in the process is. He
said part of the problem is the conflict
between residents and business, while
another part is the relationship between
the various boards that review the projects
— the City Council, the Planning
Commission and the Architecture Review
Board — and city staff, who structure the
recommendations and can therefore limit
the “visibility” of board members.

Clarke said comparing Santa Monica
to other cities isn’t exactly fair.

“The process in Santa Monica
has definitely evolved,
because it is a special city to a
lot of people — a small
beach community significantly
denser than the other
communities (in the study).”

— DARRELL CLARKE
Planning Commissioner
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Frick agreed.

“The study did not go into depth or
detail about the philosophies of the vary-
ing cities, nor did it really look at the suc-
cess of businesses within the city,” she
said. “So Santa Monica may have a more
rigorous approval process, but that’s relat-
ed to a number of factors, related to the
quality of life and the type of environment
we’re trying to create in Santa Monica.
Which then, in turn, leads to businesses
becoming very successful.”

Students said the bottom line is that
more information needs to be gathered —
from merchants, residents and City Hall.

“You’re talking about five MBA stu-
dents for one class over the course of one
semester,” DePaulo said. “Obviously,
there’s more work to be done.”

Still, Frick, who said many of the sug-
gestions were already being worked on by
City Hall staffers, added it’s a useful part
of the process.

“What the city will be doing — and
hopefully the evaluation will contribute to
— is stepping back and looking at the
processes, and looking at improvements,
in both the processes and the regulations,”
she said. “Staff will be pursuing that
objective in the course of developing new
regulations and presenting recommenda-
tions to the City Council.”

Serving OCEAN PARK and nearby beach communities

Monte Hartman
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oceanparkhomes.com

M

(310)
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Southern California
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Apples to apples?

A snapshot of the planning departments in four cities. Santa Monica was found
to have the worst customer service and slowest approval times in a study conduct-
ed by a group of MBA students from USC.

CITY ANNUAL BUDGET STAFF CASES/YEAR
Santa Monica $2,565,389 18 190
Burbank $1,701,192 13 126
Culver City $1,136,336 13 40
Pasadena $3,200,000 34 100

Notes: Staff figures exclude building and safety, and support staff. Cases handled
exclude those settled “over the counter” and license applications, in an attempt to show
the quantity of cases related to local merchants.
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Four new atfordable complexes
in the works for Santa Monica

PROJECT, from page 1

homeowner in the Pico neighborhood.
“Our affordable housing is located all
over the city of Santa Monica, from
the north to the south border and from
the west to the east border ...

“If you imagine this corporation’s
development of affordable housing,
it started there — it was the rosebud,
if you will, and then it blossomed out
from there.”

Maria Loya, a board member of
the Pico Neighborhood Association,
said she supports affordable housing
projects throughout Santa Monica —
including in the Pico neighborhood.

“Affordable housing doesn’t need
to mean gang members, it doesn’t
need to mean problems with drugs or
anything like that,” she said. “The
fact is, people deserve to have
affordable housing and we support
that opportunity.”

Bought by the nonprofit in 2000,
the building was treated for termites,
underwent a complete seismic retro-

“Affordable housing doesn’t need to mean
gang members, it doesn’t need to mean problems
with drugs or anything like that.”

— MARIA LOYA
Board member, PNA

fit and plumbing was replaced from
lines to faucets. Also installed was a
new foam roof, double-pane win-
dows, sliding doors, individual
patios, landscaping, lighting, securi-
ty gates and a facade designed by
local architect Peter Schechter.

New kitchens and bathrooms also
were added to some of the units in
the course of renovating the 38-unit
building. With the project’s final
completion last year, the Pico neigh-
borhood is home to some 400-plus
Community Corp. apartments.

“Most of our other renovations are
smaller in size,” said Robin Raida, the
project manager at 2112-2120

Delaware Ave. “This was more in line
with the new construction projects.”

CCSM, which owns 78 properties
in Santa Monica, has spent more
than $150 million buying and
upgrading real estate in Santa
Monica since it was formed in 1982.
It owns 1,182 rental units citywide
and plans to build 179 more in the
next four years.

Those projects include a 50-unit
building to be built at 3021 Santa
Monica Blvd., a 44-unit building to be
built at Santa Monica Boulevard and
26th Street, a 4l1-unit building at
Broadway and 16th Street and a 44-unit
building at Main and Pacific streets.

Puppy love gone wrong at pet store

THIEF, from page 1

pounds and suffers from hypoglycemia. The dog was

The Yorkshire terrier weighs 1 1/2 pounds, is tan and
black, and is suffering from a cold. The dog, described as

2410 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica
(310) 453-3541

hospitalized last week and is on prescription medication.
“We were all huddling over this dog,” said Elaine
Binner, who owns the store.
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pain another day because
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Once And For All Without
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ten to the 24 hr. recorded
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a “toy,” had been at the pet store for about week and had a
price tag of $1,475. Both dogs are about 2 1/2 months old.

Binner and Kutner aren’t taking the theft lying down.
They contacted several news outlets and handed over the
surveillance tape that shows the man in the store. It was
aired on television news stations Tuesday night. Both
Binner and Kutner on Tuesday were telling all of the
store’s customers about theft, and handing flyers to them
that describe the animals.

Binner said police told her the suspect has hit two
other pet stores recently, but this is the first time he’s
been caught on tape.

“It would be nice if I could get my puppies back,”
Binner said, adding she hopes to stop the suspect from
doing it again. “After tonight, he’ll never come to Santa
Monica again.”

About two years ago, a teenage girl stole a pug but
because of the news coverage surrounding the theft, the
store got the dog back.

The dogs have microchips that were implanted last
month. The Maltese’s number is 44592D6103. The
Yorkshire terrier’s number is 4540569938.

Anyone with information is asked to contact the
SMPD at (310) 458-8451.

— Jamie Wetherbe
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Elderly driver unknowingly hits girl on trike
By The Associated Press ” g

APPLE VALLEY — An 86-year-old motorist told investigators she didn’t know
her car struck a little girl on a trike, breaking the youngster’s leg, authorities said.

“She wasn’t taken into custody,” said Sgt. Victor Holley of the San Bernardino
County Sheriff’s Department. “She was an 86-year-old woman who was having
some driving problems. She wasn’t aware she hit anything.”

Ruby Serviss, 86, allegedly hit the 9-year-old girl, who was riding on a tricycle,
and kept driving Sunday evening, investigators said. The woman spotted another
child on a bicycle and she steered to avoid hitting that youngster, Holley said.

ni 1 1 1 1 1 1 We encourage you to visit the Santa
e Injured girl was flown by li‘;,aﬁ‘(ﬁ?é;“:;f Loma Linda University Medical | - Sl Historca Soiety Museum — 310.829.0305
Serviss was found later at her Apple Valley residence. The Archives of Santa Monica. 2325 Wilshire Blvd.. Santa Monica
The accident is being investigated as a felony hit and run, officials said, and will 1539 Euclid (310) 395-2290 ’

be forwarded to the district attorney’s office for possible prosecution.

m Workers Compensation m Group & Individual Health

Representing “A” rated companies
including MERCURY INSURANCE

California survey shows Mercury Insurance Auto
rates to be the most competetive in this area.

Phone Quotes Available

TAEKWONDO SELF DEFENSE
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FREE 30 DAY
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CenterLine rail rolling along

By The Associated Press

SANTA ANA — Transit officials approved details of the 9.3-mile route for the
CenterLine light-rail project, including a spur to Santa Ana College and a short
underground passage near South Coast Plaza.

The next steps include environmental impact studies and a search for money to
build the $1 billion commuter line.

On a 9-2 vote Monday, the Orange County Transportation Authority directors approved
the route that passes almost entirely in Costa Mesa and Santa Ana. The route would involve
widening Bristol Street and condemning as many as 500 pieces of property.

Officials said the light rail system will be necessary to help meet the transporta-
tion demands of a growing and aging population.

CenterLine was originally envisioned as a 28-mile Orange County system.

“This is not the best project in the world, and we don’t have all the answers yet.
But we have to get started,” authority board member Shirley McCracken said.

Board members Chris Norby and William Campbell, who are county supervisors,
cast dissenting votes. Norby said CenterLine is little more than a trolley that will
lumber along at 17 mph, and Campbell said a bus system would be cheaper.

As now envisioned, CenterLine would begin at John Wayne Airport and go
through the South Coast Metro and South Coast Plaza areas of Costa Mesa. It would
run along Anton Street and turn right on Avenue of the Arts, where it would go
underground for about 1,100 feet, then surface. It would turn left onto Sunflower
Avenue, then right onto Bristol Street.

At Santa Ana Boulevard, the line would turn right and loop around the Santa Ana
Civic Center. The last stop would be the Santa Ana Regional Transportation Center.

o
% King’s Celebrity | |, h«.ﬁ
¥ oy M 3y . *—
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Homes marketed on Trump golf course

By The Associated Press

RANCHO PALOS VERDES — Donald Trump expects construction to begin A $14.00 value!
this spring on the first five homes at Rancho Palos Verdes Ocean Trails Golf Club. ' -
They are expected to sell for $3 million to $5 million each. Served every day Th e

The 7,000-square-foot to 10,000-square-foot homes in the 36-home site devel- during lunch for
LUNCH BOAT SPECIAL

opment will be called The Estates at Trump National Golf Club. Trump plans to dine-in customers

An 6xPericncc at 6\:6'9! Table

rename the course he purchased in 2002 for $27 million. .
“The Estates at Trump National Golf Club will be the finest development on the only. Quick, healthy E X P R E S S
California coast,” Trump said Monday, adding he plans to live in one of the estates. and delicious!

“With their spectacular ocean views and the best golf course in California, where all on Iy
18 holes front on the ocean, these homes are sure to attract the most discerning buy-

ers who are seeking both luxury and privacy.” Monday - Friday
The 260-acre site saw 16 acres break away and fall into the ocean in 1999. The 11:30 a.m - 2:00 p.m 0
dormant landslide, activated in part by leaking golf course lakes, has been removed. Saturd ay & Sund ay
. Noon - 3:00 p.m.
Student an accessory to murder by lying P

Green Salad, Miso Soup, Sunomono,
By The Associated Press

California Roll, Sashimi, Shrimp &
Vegetable Tempura, Choice of Chicken
or Teriyaki Salmon, Steamed Rice
and Fruit Dessert

SANTA ANA — A teammate of a former football player charged with killing an
El Modena High School wrestler pleaded guilty to being an accessory to murder
after the fact for lying to detectives to protect his friend.

Albert Thomas Medina III, 21, entered the plea Monday and told the court he
would now cooperate with Orange County sheriff’s detectives investigating the
Nov. 9 shooting death of 17-year-old Diego Armando Gonzalez. Medina will be
sentenced July 12.

Gonzalez, whose body was found at an Orange Park Acres construction site, was
shot twice in the head and the corpse was torched.

Former Santiago High School football star Brandan Dante Perry, 20, and
Veronica Paz, 22, his on-again, off-again girlfriend, were charged with the killing.
Gonzalez worked with and used to date Paz, authorities said.

Perry and Paz, being held without bail, faced a hearing on Friday. Two other peo-
ple, including a 16-year-old, are also charged with accessory to murder.

Medina told Superior Court Judge Marc Kelly on Monday that he knew Nov. 14 that
Perry and Paz had killed Gonzalez. He said he lied to protect his former teammate.

“He realizes that he made a mistake,” defense attorney Frank J. Coughlin said.
“He’s never going to make that mistake again. The message here is, ‘Don’t lie to the
police. Don’t lie to protect a friend.””

(310) 260-1423
1447 - 4th St.- Santa Monica
Between Broadway & Santa Monica Blvd
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HOME LOANS

Buy that retirement home before Baby Boomers do

DAYS ON
THE MARKET

By Jodi Summers

Bob knows what the good life feels like.

It’s not just that he has had a successful
career as an attorney and has a comfort-
able lifestyle in Santa Monica, or that he’s
happily married and a proud father. What
rounds out the scenario is his second
home — a house in the mountains near
Big Bear. Ten years ago, Bob paid a little
more than $50,000 for a three-bedroom
vacation home on a nice piece of land.
What he got in return was not only a home
for family vacations, but a rental property
that yields extra income. Today, the home
is worth more than three times what he
paid for it. The downside is the property

comes with perpetual financial duties and
homeowner concerns.

A recent survey by Roper Starch
Worldwide reveals that Americans think
of the ultimate status symbol is owning a
vacation house like Bob’s. The challenge
is buying a rental house that is desirable
enough that the rent pays its expenses.

Rental houses can make great invest-
ments despite that in most cities, rental
houses don’t produce enough cash flow to
be considered terrific investments. Even if
there is a modest negative cash flow —
meaning the expenses exceed the rent
income — during ownership, the upside is
that well-located rental houses have an
advantage few other investments can
match: Terrific long-term market value
appreciation.

“I bought my place with the idea of
having a place to retire to when I got
older,” Bob said. “The expenses got to be
a bit much, so I started renting it out. I
didn’t make a profit at first, but I got tax

benefits from owning it. Now, the rents
have increased and the mortgage hasn’t.
Ten years later, I’ve paid off the mortgage,
and I make a tidy profit every month.”

For anyone of us who purchased a resi-
dence locally more than two years ago, we
have come to realize that our home has been
our best investment. Sure, there are tempo-
rary ups and downs in home market values,
such as the post earthquake dip in the *90s,
but the long-term trend is up, up, up.

Most of us bought with 20 percent or
less down. Lately, properties have been
increasing by more than 20 percent per
year. If you put 20 percent down on a
property last year, and your home has
increased 20 percent in the past 12 months.
That’s a 100 percent return on investment.

Sure, you have to pay the mortgage
payments, property taxes and mainte-
nance. But those costs, especially after the
itemized tax deductions, are close to what
it would cost to rent an equivalent house
or apartment. The big advantage of home

ownership is that you’re building equity.

So, if owning one home is such a great
investment, owning more is better,
because your rental house tenants will pay
your carrying costs. That’s why so many
investors own one or more rental houses.

Most rental house investors start their
property portfolio by holding on to their
former homes when they move to a better
residence. A key to a good rental house is
that it’s commuting distance of a major
metropolitan area. If you’re not interested
in trading up, do what Bob did and buy
your retirement home before baby
boomers start retiring in droves and drive
up prices.

Next week we’ll talk about the expens-
es involved in the purchase and mainte-
nance of rental houses.

(For your real estate needs, e-mail Jodi
Summers at jodis@boardwalkrealty.com,
or call (310) 309-4219)).

Teacher’s pet — the state’s housing finance agency

Buying a home on a teacher's

salary just got easier

By Daily Press staff

Teachers who want to be homeowners might be able
to realize their dreams with the help of a new government

program.

Knowing how difficult it can be to buy a first home on
a teacher’s salary — especially in California’s most
expensive counties — the California Housing Finance
Agency has announced the doubling of the downpayment
assistance amount, from $7,500 to $15,000, or 3 percent
of the home sales price, which ever is greater, in what’s
called the “Extra Credit Teacher Program.”

The program is a special first-time home buying pro-
gram designed specifically for eligible teachers, adminis-
trators, classified employees and other staff members

who serve in California’s high priority schools.

The $15,000 in downpayment help is available where
it is needed most — in areas where the cost of housing is
out of reach for many first-time home buying teachers.
The 18 counties defined by CalHFA as high cost include
Alameda, Contra Costa, Marin, Napa, San Francisco, San
Mateo, Solano, Sonoma, Monterey, San Benito, San Luis
Obispo, Santa Barbara, Santa Clara, Santa Cruz, Ventura,
Los Angeles, Orange and San Diego.

“In California, our dedicated teachers face the double
dilemma of buying a home on a teacher’s salary, and in
one of the country’s most expensive housing markets,”
said Theresa Parker, executive director of CalHFA.

Since its inception in July 2001, the program has
helped realize the dream of homeownership for more
than 550 California educators. Eligible teachers, admin-
istrators, classified employees and other staff throughout
the state’s remaining 40 counties can continue to take

advantage of the program’s downpayment assistance of
$7,500 or 3 percent of the home purchase price, which
ever is greater. Interest on the second loan is forgiven if
the borrower remains employed at a high priority school
for three years, and no payments are required on the sec-
ond loan until the home is either sold or refinanced.

The program downpayment assistance is combined with
CalHFA’s 30-year fixed below market interest rate first loan
program and also can be combined with other CalHFA
deferred downpayment assistance programs to substantial-
ly decrease the borrower’s out-of-pocket expense.

CalHFA, the state’s affordable housing bank, was char-
tered in 1975 to meet the housing needs of low and moder-
ate income Californians and has helped more than 120,000
families purchase their first homes. More information on
program and the full complement of CalHFA homeowner-
ship programs are available at 1-800-789-2432, or at
www.calhfa.ca.gov <http://www.calhfa.ca.gov/>.

SANTA MONICA RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS

246 21ST SANTA MONICA 90402
List Price: $2,695,000
Lot Size: 8,940 Sold Price: $0 Pool Bath: 5
SANTA MONICA 90403
List Price: $2,395,000
Lot Size: 7,500 Sold Price: $1,350,000
SANTA MONICA 90405
List Price: $760,000
Lot Size: 3,120  Sold Price: $750,000
418 10TH ST SANTA MONICA 90402
List Price: $2,695,000
Lot Size: 7,496 Sold Price: $2,600,000
SANTA MONICA 90403
List Price: $1,295,000
Lot Size: 8,000 Sold Price: $1,320,000
1140 CENTINELA AVE SANTA MONICA 90403
List Price: $1,399,000

Lot Size: 9,000 Sold Price: $1,425,000
SANTA MONICA 90401
List Price: $274,000

Sold Price: $280,000

Date Sold
01/08/2004

SqFt: 3,944

1039 CENTINELA AVE
SqFt: 4,700

Date Sold
01/08/2004

2608 STH ST
SqFt: 1,116

Date Sold
01/05/2004

Date Sold
01/09/2004

SqFt: N/A

951 22ND ST
SqFt: 1,441

Date Sold
01/09/2004

Date Sold
01/08/2004

SqFt: 2,063

1319 11TH ST #2
SqFt: 545
HOD: $188

Date Sold
01/08/2004

2016 EUCLID ST #15  SANTA MONICA 90405

Bed: 5 Date Sold

01/07/2004

SqFt: 1,450
HOD: $330
2613 6TH ST #1
SqFt: 934
HOD: $190

Bed: 6
Bath: 6.5

Date Sold
01/07/2004

Bed: 3
Bath: 2

Date Sold
01/07/2004

SqFt: 1,647
HOD: $299

Bed: 5
Bath: 4.5

Date Sold
01/08/2004

SqFt: 588
HOD: $180

Bed: 2
Bath: 1

Date Sold
01/09/2004

SqFt: 1,333
HOD: $225

Bed: 3
Bath: 2

Date Sold
01/05/2004

SqFt: 1,501
HOD: $478

Bed: 1
Bath: 1

Date Sold
01/06/2004

SqFt: 1,188
HOD: $220

List Price: $569,000
Sold Price: $587,000
SANTA MONICA 90405
List Price: $490,000
Sold Price: $490,000
1138 20TH ST #3 SANTA MONICA 90403
List Price: $635,000
Sold Price: $582,000

1419 15TH ST #7 SANTA MONICA 90404
List Price: $295,000

Sold Price: $305,500

2620 ARIZONA AVE #2 SANTA MONICA 90404
List Price: $475,000
Sold Price: $470,000
1118 3RD ST #607 SANTA MONICA 90403
List Price: $925,000

Sold Price: $925,000 Pool Bath: 2
521 SAN VICENTE BL #C SANTA MONICA 90402
List Price: $598,000
Sold Price: $605,000

Bed: 3
Bath: 2.5

Date Sold
01/09/2004

Date Sold
01/09/2004

Date Sold

Bath: 4 | 01/09/2004

Bed: 1
Bath: 1

Date Sold
01/06/2004

Bed: 2
Bath: 2.5

Date Sold
01/07/2004

Bed: 2

Bed: 3
Bath: 2

1228 14TH ST #301
SqFt: 1,625
HOD: $399
846 21ST ST #5
SqFt: 2,000
HOD: $300
837 LINCOLN BL #9 SANTA MONICA 90403
SqFt: 956
HOD: $250
931 10TH ST #B _ SANTA MONICA 90403
SqFt: 2,000
HOD: $290
2442 28TH ST SANTA MONICA 90405
SqFt: 0
Lot Size: 8,995

SANTA MONICA 90404
List Price: $641,000 Bed: 3
Sold Price: $638,000 Bath: 1.75
SANTA MONICA 90403

List Price: $825,000
Sold Price: $930,000

Bed: 3
Bath: 2.5

List Price: $549,000
Sold Price: $539,000

Bed: 2
Bath: 2

List Price: $1,140,000
Sold Price: $1,140,000

Bed: 3
Bath: 2.5

#Units: 6
GRM: 12.60

List Price: $895,000
Sold Price: $905,000

Jodi Summers at Boardwalk Realty

310.309.4219

jodis@boardwalkrealty.com
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Low interest rates result in high demand and prices

IN YOUR
SPACE

By Christina S. Porter

Interest rates are the lowest that they
have been since 1958. This has brought an
explosion in demand for commercial real
estate, by both the investor and the user —
demand also has been boosted by the high
risks and low yields seen in alternative
investments. The result is a sharp increase
in commercial real estate prices and drop
in capitalization rates.

For example, apartment prices in the
Los Angeles Basin have nearly doubled in
the past eight years, and apartment cap
rates have fallen to below 6 percent in
some cases. Similar, but less dramatic
changes also have occurred in the retail,
industrial and office markets. The key
question is: What will happen to interest
rates in the future? To answer this ques-
tion, we’ve talked to some of the leading
economists and mortgage lenders in the
area. Their answer is unanimous — inter-
est rates will be going up. However, most
anticipate a relatively modest climb over
the next 12 months, followed by a steeper
climb starting in late 2004.

According to Mark Zandi, chief
Economist at Economy.com, driving this
increase in rates will be:

M Increased demand for capital by firms
expanding in a strengthening economy.

B Reduced desire by the Fed to keep
interest rates low. Once they see job
growth occurring again and the GDP heat-
ing up (as projected for 2004), and once
the presidential election takes place in the
fall of 2004.

M Reduced demand for U.S. T-Bills
and other U.S. securities by foreign
investors, due to a projected drop in the
value of the dollar.

B Moderate growth in inflation, partic-
ularly starting in 2005.

Specifically, Economy.com projects
the Federal Funds Rate climbing slightly
from its very low level of 1 percent today
to 1.4 percent 12 months from now, and
then more steeply to 5 percent by mid-
2006. Long-term mortgage rates are pro-
jected to climb from 5.5 percent today to
6.6 percent 12 months from now, and then
to 7.4 percent by mid-2006.

The Blue Chip Economic Indicators
group projects that the prime rate will bot-
tom out at 4.05 percent in the fall 2003,
then climb to 4.48 percent 12 months
from now and to 4.84 percent by year-end
2004. (They do not provide projections
for 2005).

John Gardener Sullivan, principal of
Keystone Mortgage Corp., also expects
interest rates to climb. He notes that while
short-term interest rates remain low, long-
term interest rates have already started to
climb upward. For example, rates on 10-

COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE PROPERTIES LEASED OR SOLD

year T-Bills have moved from 3.1 percent
in June to 4.1 percent in October. Rates on
a typical $5 million commercial real estate
loan are currently approximately 5.75 per-
cent (10-year fixed, 25 year amortization
schedule, 75 percent loan to lenders value).
He sees the rates climbing by about 50 to
75 basis points over the next six months
and by approximately 225 basis points over

that they have relatively conservative pro-
jections of future property values.

The above is taken from NAI Capital
Commercial’s Market Report.

(Christina S. Porter is a senior associ-
ate at NAI Capital Commercial Real
Estate, where she specializes in leasing
and selling office and industrial buildings.)

SOLD/LEASED

the next two to three years.
If interest rates were to
climb by 225 basis points,
mortgage payments would
increase by about 23 per-
cent. This likely would have
a negative impact on prop-
erty prices, although to what
degree is difficult to quanti-
fy. Factors that would play
in the equation include
expected returns at the time

from alternative invest-
ments, expected returns
from real estate invest-

ments, the perceived risk
associated with real estate,
inflation, and the degree to
which current property
taxes have already been
dampened to anticipated
increases in mortgage rates.

The negative impact on
prices that any increase in
interest rates would have
was cited by a number of
NAI brokers as the reason

CAR ACCIDENT?

West Los Angeles, Ca. - If you
or someone you know has
been in a recent auto acci-
dent, you need to be aware
of a new Free Report that
reveals vital information that
you have to know before you
settle your case or speak
with anyone. Auto accident
victims seldom know their
rights and responsibilities.
Without knowledge, they
can end up frustrated, lost,
and victimized. Not only
that, by the time an auto
accident victim finds out he
or she has been either misin-
formed or taken advantage
of, it’s often too late. You
may even be experiencing
pain and discomfort and
don’t know what you should
do, or even feel a little guilty
worrying about your health

or your rights. Well you are
not alone, after an accident,
most victims spend more
time figuring out how they
are going to fix their car and
what they are going to drive
than on their rights and pos-
sible hidden injuries. There
are currently thousands of
auto accident victims who
are living a life of misery
and pain because they did
not learn their rights and
options as an auto accident
victim. Don’t let this happen
to you or your loved one. To
receive your free report enti-
tled, “What You Need To
Know if You Have Been In
An Auto Accident”, Call the
Toll-Free 24 Hour Recorded
Message at 1-888-246-3790.
The call is free and so is the
report. Call Now!

 Our new Expanded Approval program
stretches your homebuying opportunities

Good news! Now — even with a minor credit blamish on your record —
you may b approwed for 8 bow rate home loan with a 1ast closa through The

4/30/2003 Montana Avenue $58,500,000 Approx. 2.43 Acres of
land/buildings
(bldg sf not available)
Land acreage is not contiguous.
4/30/2003 Montana Ave. $3,775,000 6,593 sf
5/27/2003 Colorado Ave. $2,900,000 9,841 sf
2/20/2003 Centinela Ave. $16,000,000 94,441 sf
4/11/2003 Arizona Ave. $1,700,000 10,860 sf
RESIDEN AL INCOME
Helping Sellers:
H Complete 1031 Exchanges
H Trade Equity for Larger Buildings &
B i Increased Income
L), M Receive the Best Possible Price for
_;_'__ Their Property (showings w/accepted offer only)
Helping Buyers:
. M Locate & Secure Desired Properties
? B Purchase Homes with Income Units
@NUI]/ Call Josh Kahn
—~1| 310.968.1737
CENTURY 21 BETTER HOMES 1626 Ocean Park Blvd., Santa Monica

Expanded Approval program at Countrywide®,

This unigue program has been designed 1o provide conventional financing 1o
homebiners who ordinarily wolld pay a hegheer rate due o a less-than-periact
credit history, Expanded Approval loans feature:

A Lowwer rales than sub-prime loans

ul Availability on parchase and refinance loans

N Cash-out option available in many refinance cases

Ewven if wour credit history won'l allow you to qualily for our lowest rate, be s
to ask about cur popular Timely Payment Rewards.You can actually kwer your
inlerest rate after making 24 consecutive monihly payments on time —
wilhout the cost and hassle of relinancing!

Learn how bo expand your homebuying opportunities, Call your local
Countrywsde branch office today.

Steve Danziger
Grancn Mandger

100 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 600
Samla Monica, CA 90401
{310) 434-1800 Phone
(310) 393-1824 Fax

Bl Countrywide-
HOME LOANS
Easy. Really.”
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MONDAY NIGHT FOOTBALL
$3 Pints — 1/2 Price on Appetizers During Games
ALL LAKERS &
KINGS GAMES!
$2.50 Pints

12 Different Beers on Tap

SPORTS GRILL
(Next to 14 below)

8 TVs ¢ 2 Big Screens
Pop-a-shot * 3 Pool Tables
Authentic Philly Cheese Steaks,
Burgers and More!

SUPERBOWL SPECIAL
$2.00 Bud & Budlight
25¢ Wings

Happy Hour 5-7 M-F
*Burger, Fries

r b |
& Pint —'6= |1 SUB SANDWICH

I Buy One at Regular Price & Get the 2nd :

of equal or lesser value for FBEE! 1
With Coupon. Expires 1/31/04 1
———

I333 Santa Monica Blvd. 1
(corner of 14th and Santa Monica) |
(310) 899-0076 1

[

Lunch-Time Delivery Available

Up

ing Headliners

WEDNESDAY 1/14/04
Songwriters Guild Association, Builder
THURSDAY 1/15/04
Galapagos, Chione
FRIDAY 1/16/04
Bang Bang Bunny, In Bloom
SATURDAY 1/17/04
Horny Toad, Viva Mal Pache,

Next door to
Over/Under
(310) 451-5040

www.l4below.com Supertone

/

PBritannia Pub

A Great Place To Anchor

Great Food...Great Cocktails... Great Crew... GREAT FUN!!

English Premier Soccer League ® All NFL Games “Always Live”

Full Bar * Restaurant ® Live Music
International Sporting Event ®* Heated Patio

Open Daily @ 9:00 a.m.

KARAOKE! Tuesday, Thursday,
Saturday & Sundays = No Cover

318 Santa Monica Blvd. « Santa Monica

310-458-5350 » www.britanniapub.com

| |

NATIONAL

Constitutionality of ban on
Utah polygamy challenged

BY ALEXANDRIA SAGE

Associated Press Writer

SALT LAKE CITY — A leading civil
rights attorney filed a federal lawsuit on
Monday challenging Utah’s ban on
polygamy, citing the recent U.S. Supreme
Court ruling that struck down a Texas
sodomy law.

The lawsuit says Salt Lake County
clerks refused a marriage license on Dec.
22, 2003 to plaintiffs G. Lee Cook, an
adult male, and J. Bronson, an adult
female, because Cook was already mar-
ried to D. Cook. That woman had given
her consent to the additional marriage.

In denying the marriage license, the coun-
ty violated the plaintiffs’ First Amendment
right to practice their religion, attorney Brian
Barnard says in the complaint.

The lawsuit does not mention what
faith the plaintiffs observe, except to say
polygamy is a “sincere and deeply held
religious major tenet.”

The lawsuit argues that the Supreme
Court ruling last June in Lawrence v.
Texas, which struck down laws criminal-
izing gay sex, protects the defendants’ pri-
vacy in intimate matters.

In the Texas case, two gay men who
were arrested after police entered their
apartment and found them having sex
were “entitled to respect for their private
lives,” Justice Anthony M. Kennedy
wrote in the majority opinion. “The state
cannot demean their existence or control
their destiny by making their private sex-
ual conduct a crime.”

Lawyers representing polygamists
have recently cited the Supreme Court
ruling. Last month, the attorney for con-
victed bigamist and child rapist Tom

Green argued his client’s convictions
should be thrown out in light of the case.
Currently, the appeal of another bigamist,
Rodney Holm — who was convicted of
bigamy and unlawful sexual conduct with
an underage girl — questions the consti-
tutionality of Utah’s bigamy law in light
of Lawrence v. Texas.

But Barnard said his lawsuit isn’t
clouded by rape or sexual misconduct.

“Hopefully, given the way we’ve
framed this, this will be a nice, clear legal
challenge as to the constitutionality of
that statute,” Barnard said.

Utah attorney general Mark Shurtleff
said the lawsuit goes “way beyond the pri-
vacy interest the Supreme Court ruled on.”

“Any time you involve marriage, fam-
ily, children — fundamental units of soci-
ety— the state does have a compelling
interest in what that is,” Shurtleff said. “It
happens to be a felony crime here.”

“It would be inappropriate for any
clerk...to issue a wedding license to anyone
planning on committing a felony,” he said.

Polygamy was a part of the early
beliefs of The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints, but was abandoned
more than a century ago as the territory
sought statehood.

The Utah Constitution bans polygamy
and the Mormon church now excommuni-
cates those who advocate it, but it is
believed that thousands in Utah continue
the practice.

Also on Monday, Shurtleff’s
spokesman, Paul Murphy, said at least 12
men living in the polygamous towns of
Hildale, Utah, and Colorado City, Ariz., had
been ordered to leave town without their
wives and children, including the mayor of
Colorado City, Ariz., Dan Barlow.

Polygamist community mayor
resigns during power struggle

By The Associated Press

ST. GEORGE, Utah — A mayor of
the one of the twin polygamist communi-
ties straddling the Utah-Arizona border
has resigned in an apparent power strug-
gle with church hierarchy.

Dan Barlow, the first and only mayor in
the 19-year history of Colorado City, Ariz.,
submitted a one-sentence resignation letter
Monday. The town clerk said a new mayor
will be selected by the Town Council.

At an early Saturday meeting, Dan
Barlow and about 20 men were ousted
from the Fundamentalist Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter Day Saints, a maverick
offshoot of the Mormon church, The (St.
George) Spectrum reported Tuesday.

Reading from what he said was a reve-
lation from God, church leader Warren
Jeffs stripped the men of their priesthood,
their wives and children and their right to
live in town, an unidentified source told
the newspaper.

The housecleaning, coming after
months of an intensified power struggle
between Jeffs and Colorado City's Barlow
family, has set anti-polygamists and law
enforcement officers on guard.

Mohave County (Ariz.) Sheriff Tom
Sheahan deployed four deputies and a
canine unit from Kingman to Colorado
City. He said they will patrol the town as
“a prevention measure.” A deputy from
Washington County (Utah) Sheriff Kirk

Smith's office has been patrolling the
neighboring town of Hildale, Utah.

With about 6,000 residents, the two
towns are dominated by the FLDS, a
breakaway sect of the mainstream Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. The
FLDS church still teaches polygamy as a
central tenet, a practice the Salt Lake
City-based Mormon church abandoned a
century ago.

Both Sheahan and Smith said they were
relieved there has been no violence, but
law officers haven't dropped their guard.

As in previous excommunication
cases, women and children fear that they
would be “assigned” to other men. After
her father was ousted from the FLDS
church at the Saturday meeting, one 16-
year-old girl told The Spectrum in a tele-
phone interview that she was worried she
would be ordered to marry an older man.

The Spectrum did not identify the girl,
but said an anti-polygamy activist drove
to Colorado City from Phoenix on Sunday
to remove her and a second girl from the
community.

Utah Attorney General Mark Shurtleff
said the state will establish a hotline for
those who want to flee the polygamous
enclave. In addition, more than 10 govern-
mental and nonprofit agencies, including
the Division of Child and Family Services
and the Children's Justice Center, will help
those who come forward, said Shurtleff's
spokesman, Paul Murphy.



Bush: Free trade leads to prosperity

By The Associated Press

MONTERREY, Mexico — President Bush told lead-
ers from across the Americas that free trade is the best road
to prosperity in the hemisphere, but several Latin American
nations remained unconvinced.

Although they still have broad disagreements, leaders at
the 34-nation Summit of the Americas worked hard Monday
to show that relations were improving, pledging to strength-
en democracy and fight terrorism in the region.

The most visible example of that diplomatic outreach
came when Bush invited Mexican President Vicente Fox to
visit his Texas ranch. Fox accepted and praised Bush’s new
immigration proposal, which would allow some foreign
workers to live temporarily in the United States.

The presidents smiled, shook hands and walked togeth-
er into the new Monterrey public arena, where heads of
state formally inaugurated the two-day summit of the
Organization of American States.

Bush also reached out to the rest of Latin America, say-
ing his government was committed to “embracing the chal-
lenge of ... bringing all the hemisphere’s people into the
expanding circle of development.”

Sharon ready to impose boundaries

By The Associated Press

JERUSALEM — Prime Minister Ariel Sharon faced stiff
opposition as he promised to seek parliamentary approval and
consult with the United States before imposing what he calls
a temporary boundary on the Palestinians.

Meanwhile, Israeli troops in the West Bank conducted
house-to-house searches in the Tulkarem refugee camp for a
second day Tuesday, and Palestinian witnesses said about
200 residents were rounded up for questioning.

The Israeli military said it arrested six suspects, includ-
ing one man allegedly planning to carry out a suicide
bombing in Israel.

Sharon reiterated Monday that he remains committed to
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the U.S.-led “road map” plan that envisions a peace deal by
2005, with a Palestinian state as a centerpiece.

But during a heated session of the Knesset, Sharon said
Israel would move unilaterally if it becomes apparent
“within a few months” that the Palestinians are not meet-
ing their obligations — especially dismantling militant
groups. Both sides so far have failed to move forward on
the peace plan.

Politicians build front to oust Rowland

By The Associated Press

HARTFORD, Conn. — Republican U.S. Rep.
Christopher Shays has added his voice to a growing chorus of
lawmakers calling on Gov. John G. Rowland to resign, saying
“he’s lost the trust of the people of this state.”

In a news conference at the state Capitol on Monday,
Shays said he had been prepared to forgive Rowland for
initially lying about his acceptance of gifts from a state
contractor and employees.

“But I am not prepared to stand by a governor, even a
friend, who has done wrong, lied about it and then refused
to account for his actions,” said Shays, who is serving his
ninth term in Congress.

Rowland, a Republican, is under fire for lying about
gifts he received in the form of improvements to his sum-
mer cottage. Last month, he told reporters he paid for the
upgrades himself, but later admitted that much of the work
was paid for, or donated by, friends and a politically con-
nected state contractor.

Federal agents say Rowland is now a subject of their
investigation. The governor maintains that he never pro-
vided favors in return for the gifts, and he has not been
charged with any crime.

Wal-Mart accused of labor violations

By The Associated Press

NEW YORK — An internal audit of about 25,000 work-
ers at Wal-Mart Stores found thousands of labor violations,

including minors working during school hours and workers
not taking breaks or lunches, a newspaper reported.

The audit found 1,371 violations of child-labor laws,
including minors working too late, too many hours in a day
or during school hours. On more than 60,000 occasions,
workers missed breaks and on 16,000 they skipped meal
times, in violation of most state labor regulations.

The audit, conducted in July 2000 and distributed to top
Wal-Mart executives, polled employee records at 128
stores across the country, the New York Times reported in
Tuesday editions.

Wal-Mart officials downplayed the audit’s findings,
saying workers often forgot to punch in and out during
breaks or skipped lunches so they could leave early.

The audit, by Wal-Mart auditor Bret Shipley, “doesn’t
reflect actual behavior within the facilities,” Mona
Williams, Wal-Mart’s vice president for communications,
told the paper. The company had enacted no reforms in
response to the report, she said, because other Wal-Mart
auditors had reviewed Shipley’s work and found it flawed.

Dean tired of feeling like a ‘pin cushion’

By The Associated Press

MOUNT PLEASANT, lowa — Front-runner Howard
Dean, feeling rivals nipping at his heels a week before the
Iowa caucuses, says he is firing back at other leading candi-
dates for the Democratic presidential nomination.

“I’m going after everybody because I’m tired of being
the pin cushion here,” Dean said Monday.

The former Vermont governor told several audiences
that if they want to change Washington, they should not
vote for a Washington politician. He singled out rivals John
Kerry, John Edwards and Dick Gephardt by name for sup-
porting the Bush administration’s war with Iraq.

“I want you to remember a week from tonight when you
caucus who stood up against that war when no one else
would,” Dean said at a Monday night spaghetti dinner in
Burlington, Towa.

The comments marked a shift in strategy for Dean, who
had been behaving like a front-runner and attempting to
shrug off the daily barbs from his rivals.

But with the race tightening — he is in a close compe-
tition with Gephardt, a Missouri congressman, for first
place in the Jan. 19 caucuses — Dean apparently feels the
need to distinguish himself and answer back. He said
Monday that the race is “very close.”
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AA OLYMPIC
Self Storage

Serving Santa Monica and West L.A.

2 Months FREE Rent
+ FREE Lock

OPEN 7 DAYS

Call About
FREE Truck
Rental Plan

SELF
STORAGE
MEMBER

(310)829-252S

3250 OLYMPIC BLVD. » www.selfstorage.net/aaolympic




Page 12 0 Wednesday, January 14, 2004 0 Santa Monica Daily Press

o COMICS

Natural Selection®
By Russ Wallace

The Dinetle Set v, st

,_ — - . -
oM GO AN PARRED & AR THES
F ol ey LR T R R
MEARRS % T EE-MEN.

™

e,

IF EMERTONE ELF |
|6 STAFD BU H g

i

T

e R .
dai‘-\‘::;i\ b RER £ Fatny adden]

T T T A TRADITIGNAL . | o ¥R [T
gty oy ot R B e S N S Y B
J ARG iy . SOMeoHE WURE MOT MAUTEED T Ted L THEM T T
_'; FAEE T g it - et
.-:: v : il \"__k_-_h - ‘J-\ ""--——-"'""é
' %ﬁs -' ;
: ®
Reality Check® Speed Bump
By Dave Whammond By Dave Coverly
A - i ""':fh}e;rl
S TN SO GRTTNG WEST: Ny 2
TCOBAT DO GRT AT M §
BV AR D W00 T =i

CARIC S BRI

CROSSWORD

By THOMAS JOSEPH

ACROSS
1 Moulin
Rouge
dance
¥ Hacienda

heuse

11 Comfort-
able

12 Colois

13Like
grams

14 Provo's
stale

15 Like
instinc-
tively

17 “The
Simpsons”
har

20 Chart over

23 Writer
Beatlie

24 Sign in
acar
winciowr

26 Avril
fallgwer

27 Regret

28 Exces-
sively

29 Friend of
Oscar

I Tavern

32 Ready lor
batite

33 High pair

34 Saws

37 Carry

39 Crowd
BCENE
players

43 Leil's dad

44 Spanish
sheep

45 Dealer's
need

Hl EEEE
M IO E[A|L
ALl W[ A|CIK
46 Skedad- AR EEE
des J]a[NE T—
GIE[T AT Ale vlulp
DOWHN AlGIE D L Mlo
1 Engine Elojx E|SP{L E[A[D
part A e
2 Had lunch Als AR EEE
A Fishing =|A NEINREE
need F'F"C'SEISJ"tLT‘f
45hopping  SLAS EISEMEIR AIS|E
aids Yesterday’s answer
5 Mangolia 17 Yenom- 33 Texas
setting ous black player
& Botlle snake 35 Sparklers
parl 18 gt_au:liq_:l sfu- 36 Company
g 10 S1gn man
7 ﬁ:ggg'ng 18 Puzzling 37 Slugger
gTrans- 21 5ngly Williams
mission 22 Lowly 38 Refinery
typa workers need
g Fish's 24 Salma 40 Carnival
home Hayek spot
10 Voleano lim 41 Lowly
oulput 25 Chwned worker
16 Bungled by Us 42 Distreas
30 Adorn letters

HEW CRACSSWORD BOOGK! Sorc 84 B cacsmcoa o
T St Boen §F D B 3AGATE, Orlacly, FL S2825 GATS

STRONG CID RATE.
WITH AN EVEM STRCRSER GUARARTEE

ed yiuld with o Carvibcas of Duposit from

Tune Up Service

kraw you can coun

WE LIVE WHERE YOU LIVES

I = Tune Ups
2.02%

1NTAR CD

P

(across the street from McDonalds)

RICHARDS

rake Specialists
7//8 = Air Conditioning

= Alternator/Starters
« Foreign & Domestic

All Makes and Models
Fair, Honest Pricing

Free Brake and A/C inspection

310-581-0727

2700 S. Lincoln Blvd * Santa Monica

COPIA CREATIVE

kriows Ao BounRdries

—

a
\ iIT_',,.-'III




Santa Wonica Dailp Wress

Santa Monica Daily Press 0 Wednesday, January 14, 2004 0 Page 13

CLASSIFIEDS

S3°° per day.Up to 15 words, 20 cents gach additional word.

Call 310-458-7737 and promote your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 15,000.

CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative

Employment

For Sale

Furniture

Pets
Boats

$3 - 5K per week income poten-
tial work from home, NOT MLM.
(800)570-3782 Ext. 4020.

AUTO DETAILER wanted. No
experience required will train.
California drivers license/clean
DMV required. Apply with DMV
printout P/T.F/T $7/hr 310-459-
6800, Greg

BEAUTY STYLIST'S for new
Fantastic Sams Salon in Santa
Monica. Guarantee 9/hr and up.
(310)890-1222

CASHIERS AND Hourly Super-
visor. FT/PT Must be reliable,
excellent customer svc skills &
available weekends. Must have
experience in low-carb diet!

pply in person.Pure
Foods 1820 Wilshire Blvd, SM.
EOE.

FIGURE MODEL wanted. Fit fe-
male model wanted for figure
drawing by artist. No experi-
ence necessary. Call (818)501-
0266

FRONT DESK Position in Doc-
tor's Office . Job responsibili-
ties: greet patients, answer
phones, schedule appoint-
ments, verify insurance bene-
fits, collect copays. Must be ma-
ture, reliable, reasonably organ-
ized & detail oriented.Under-
standing medical terminology a
plus. Serious & experienced on-
ly. F/T Contact Laura (310)459-
4333 or fax resume to
(310)454-4707 or email
lauradtan@aol.com

EMPLOYMENT ADULT DA
HEALTH CARE IN MARINA|
DEL REY IS LOOKING FOR
MASTER IN SOCIAL WORK,
RN & KITCHEN AIDE
310-821-3599 FAX 310-821-
3387

GREAT OPPORTUNITY in Re-
tail Awaits You! Assistant Man-
ager and P/T Position Needed.
Must have experience! Apply at
ONE 332-C Santa Monica Blvd.
between 3rd & 4th Streets
310-576-6980

Ask for Bobby

IMMEDIATE OPENING for full
or part time Retail Sales Per-
son. Apply in person Mon-Sat
10am-6pm. Wilshire West Fine
Paper, 3023 Wilshire Blvd San-
ta Monica.

MEDUSA HAIR Salon In Venice
is looking for P/T Receptionist
323-974-0966 fax resume 714-
800-7325

MUSCLEMAG INTERNATION-
AL, Recognized Leader in the
health and fitness retail market
is looking for: Full-time & part-
time sales associates (proven
record in retail sales;health and
fitness enthusiasts:excellent
customer service skills)

3002 Main Street

Santa Monica, CA 90405

Note: We are also looking for
store manager and assistant
store manager positions (future
openings). Please fax or e-mail
your resume to 310-399-5758
venicebeach@musclemag.com
Attn:Jolene Pride, Visit our web-
site at www.causagroup.com

Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals

Apartments/Condos Rent

Houses for Rent

Roomates

Commerical Lease

NANNY NEEDED for
Monica family w/preschool
children. Fit, 40, excellent
English, refs., and drivers
license required. Leave
message for Kasey
310-581-8891

ONSITE CLEANROOM clean-
ing manager full time position
(3pm-12am), salary based on
experience, medical benefits &
401k, must have own transpor-
tation. (888)263-9886.

THE DAILY Press is seeking
Advertising Interns for the
spring semester. This is a fan-
tastic opportunity to jump into
advertising. Flexible hours, col-
lege credit available. Email re-
sume to ross@smdp.com.

Santa

THE DAILY PRESS IS
SEEKING NEWSROOM
INTERNS FOR THE SPRING
SEMESTER. FLEXIBLE
HOURS AND A GREAT
WORKING ENVIRONMENT.
GAIN EXPERIENCE IN
JOURNALISM WORKING
FORTHE ONLY DAILY
LOCAL NEWSPAPER IN
SANTA MONICA. IF
INTERESTED, E-MAIL
RESUME TO
HEATHER@SMDP.COM

ALL STORE fixtures for sale.
Bel Mondo going out of biz,

1413 Montana Ave. (310)394-
7272.

YOUR AD
HERE

ADVERTISE!!!

Santa Monica Daily
Press Classifieds

( Tord_

OF SANTA MONICA

’02 Ford Escape XLT
V6, Automatic A/C P/window
P/lock, tilt, CD, white leather

(ID#2KB22246) $17,895

'95 Ford Escort
LX Wagon, Auto, A/C, P/S,
P/B, roof rack, great
transportation car!
(ID#SW213592) $3,985

’02 Ford Explorer Sport

V6, automatic, alloys,
R/W/PIL, tilt, CD, roof rack

(ID#2UB54578) $14,989

’02 Ford F15C AL

CREWENE V/8, 00,

s \Cl ) LJADED!
(ID#2r A24622) $19,995

’02 Chev Tahoe L/S
Dual A/C, CD, Dual P/seats,
third seat, alloys, much more!

(ID#193678) $23,985

’98 Honda CR-V
Sport utility, 4x4,
4-door, auto, A/C, CD,
alloys, P/S, P/B, P/W
(ID#WC107541) $11,895

'98 Ford Windstar
V6, A/C, P/W, PIL,
ABS, low miles
(ID#WBA93645) $7,995

PLUS TAX, LICENSE & DOCUMENT
FEE ON ALL VEHICLES

1230 Santa Monica Blvd.

310-451-1588

to a

Pay tribute
=
loved one.

Now offering obituary listin
For more details call the D

310.458.7737 ext. 111

Classified Advertising Conditions
$2.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 20¢ per word per day. Ad must
run a minimum of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First
two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc.
cost extra. Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first
day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit after an ad has
run more than once. DEADLINES: 4:00 p.m. prior the day of
publication except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is
Friday at 4:00 p.m. PAYMENT: All private party ads must be pre-
paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CORRE-
SPONDENCE: To place your ad call our offices 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, (310)458-7737; send a check or money
order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press, P.O. Box
1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406 or stop in at our office located at
1427 Third Street Promenade, Ste. 202. OTHER RATES: For infor-
mation about the professional services directory or classified dis-
play ads, please call our office at (310)458-7737.

REGULAR RATE:

Real Estate

Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage

Services
Computer Services
Attorney Services

Claude Short
Auto Sales Dealer

’01 FORD CONTOUR SE
VIN 104622 $6,995 Good
Commuter Car, Low Miles,

Low Emission. Vehicle runs on
Natural gas or Unleaded.

97 GMC SONOMA
pick/up VIN 521973 50K
bed liner $5995

94 DODGE CARAVAN
VIN 635648 7 passenger V6
$3995

94 PLYMOUTH ACCLAIM
xInt cond. 2 dr, H/back. Tiel
98k mi. Cln & shiny.$1695

92 FORD TAURUS
4DR VIN 112783
One Owner $4995

93 TOYOTA PREVIA
Mini Van VIN 112783
One owner $4995

85 PLMOUTH HORIZON
VIN 208202 $1995 1 owner
good transportation

70 BUICK RIVIERA
VIN 925668 Classic $6500

65 VW BUG
VIN 260574 $5495

2501 Lincoln Blvd.
in Venice

(310) 395-3712

Business Opportunities

Yard Sales

Health and Beauty

Fitness

Wealth and Success

Lost and Found

Personals
Obituaries

\.___f',..-”
INFINITI

of Santa Monica

#’03 Infiniti G35+
4,600 Miles! Must See! Save
Money, Fully Loaded (M22465)

#’95 BMW 525i
Low Mileage, Mint Condition
(GK84022)

#’03 Infiniti G35 Sedan
DVD Navi, Prem whis, Loaded
(v006982)

00 Infiniti Q45+
ANNIVERSARY EDITION!
Hard to find (301468)

#*’02 Audi A8L+
FULLY LOADED! Premium Whis.
Bose Premium Sound (001079)

#*’02 Honda S2000+
4-Cyl. 2.0L VTEC, Leather,
6-Speed, Manuel (8767P)

7’02 Lexus 1S300#

Sport Cross, LOADED! Prem
Wheels, Leather (043651)

#00 Volvo V70 XC AWD #

SE Wagon
2.4L Turbo, Moon, alloys
VALUE PRICED! (v707506)

1401 Santa Monica Blvd.

310-394-1888

infinitiofsantamonica.com

LBGK

LEXUS/VOLKSWAGEN
OF SANTA MONICA

PRE-OWNED CENTER

O ®

As Low as 1.9%
Financing on
Selected Models on
Approved Credit.
Limited Term.

2002 LEXUS IS 300
SPORT CROSS

4D, Hatchback, Moon, Rear
Spoiler, Lthr (042025)

2003 VW BEETLE

GL Turbo Hatchback, 2D,
Automatic (424228)

2001 VW JETTA GLS

4D Sedan, Automatic, Alloys,
Moom Roof (173214)

1999 LEXUS ES 300

4D Sedan, 4-SD, Alloys
Moon Roof (163767)

1999 LEXUS LS 400

4D Sedan, 5-SD, Auto
Moon Roof (145356)

1100 Santa Monica Bivd

(310) 319-1661

LAcarGUYcom

ENJOY LIFE ON THE 3RD STREET PROMENADE

GREAT LIVE/WORK SPACE

Walk to the Beach # Pedestrian Lifestyle ¢ Beautiful Studio Apts. from $1,100 per month

310-394-9833

*One year lease minimum term. Utilities, Stove, & Refrigerator included.

MP

MAETRCPTHITAN PACIFiC

T T




Page 14 0 Wednesday, January 14, 2004 0 Santa Monica Daily Press

CLASSIFIEDS

GOTOYOTA

SANTA MAONICA

NewDeals 4
NewYears!

’02 FORD FOCUS
4-door, ZTS
(2W176696) $7,750

’03 ECLIPSE GTS
LOADED, Bk, 8K miles
(3E083774) $18,995

’03 COROLLA LE
Power windows and locks
(32062970) $11,995

’01 JEEP CHEROKEE
LTD, 4x4
(IL555866) $12,995

’03 COROLLA LE
Power windows and locks
(3Z111168) $12,995

’03 TOYOTA ECHO
(30259027) $10,495

’00 AUDITT
Silver, turbo
(Y1013178) $18,995

AD EXPIRES 1/31/04
All advertised prices exclude gov-
ernment fees and taxes, any
finance charges, any dealer doc-
ument preparation charges, and
any emission testing charge.

HURRY TO:
832 Santa Monica Blvd.

800-944-4157
LAcarGUYcom

DRUM LESSONS in your
home! Great w/children & be-

ginners, first lesson FREE! Call
Tom (310)422-2699.

SAT TUTORING; Experienced
USC Berkley educated tutor will
come to your home. No re-
quired packages, pay as you
go. SATI, SAT I, ACT, ISEE.
Call Jaimie (310)714-0242.

TUTORING, ASSISTIVE Tech-
nology disability rights advo-
cate. Except Algebra/Geometry,
Children, adults and seniors
w/disability. Call Karen
(310)470-6357.

3RD STREET PROMENADE
Apts. Ocean views, remodeled
units 1+1, $1500-$2000, 2+2
$2100-$2500. 1453 3rd Street.

MOVE IN SPECIALS!
(310)862-1000.

(asa Loma Apartment
101 Dudley Ave. Venice

NOW LEASING!
Steps to the beach
Singles and Studios
$695.00 to $1095.00

MOVE IN SPECIAL
FIRST MONTH FREE!
(Requires S.D. & 1 yr. lease)
1-888-399-1166

NEW STUDIO Apartments
available. $1075-$1345.  Six
blocks to beach. Promenade
area! (310)656-0311

SANTA  MONICA $1195/mo.
Large 1 bdrm, 1 bath + den,
lower unit, private patio, com-
pletely redecorated , open daily.
1318 Euclid Street  #1.
(310)395-1495.

SANTA MONICA $1250/mo. 2
bedroom/ 1 bath. Appliances,
no pets, parking, 1935 Clover-
field Blvd. #18 Santa Monica,
Ca. 90404 Manager in #19.

SANTA MONICA $1850/mo. 2
bedroom, 2 bath, prime loca-
tion, parking available, hard-
wood floors.(310)451-2178.

SANTA  MONICA:  $1100,
2+1,lower, patio, new paint, qui-
et building, month to month.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

READ THROUGH THE BIBLE

Three chapters a week starting with the book of Roman

Where: Velocity Cafe 2127 Lincoln Blvd., Santa Monica
(between Ocean Park & Pico)

Time: 7:00 p.m to 9:00 p.m.
Sponsored By: Westside Calvary Chapel

FOR INFORMATION: 310-712-3411
WWW.WESTSIDECALVARYCHAPEL.ORG

SANTA MONICA
1617 BROADWAY

New modern building. Large operable
windows in each office. Includes telephones,
T1 Internet, receptionist, full use of conference
room, fully furnished, high ceilings.
Available now! From $800/mo.

310-401-6111

SANTA MONICA 1 bedroom
condo,endunit, quiet 6Plex,
prime location. 1 block North of
Montana, gourmet kitchen,
Italian tile, patio & French
doors, hardwood floors,garage
+storage, 1 year lease,
$1900/mo. Call for appointment.
(323)222-8929.

SANTA MONICA 2+2, carpet,
laundry, new paint, blinds, park-
ing, great building, $1275.
(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA 2+2, carpet,
laundry, new paint, blinds, park-
ing, great building, $1275.
(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA Best
location,1bdrm/1bath Large
den,just redecorated. $1345/mo
1318 Euclid #3 310-395-1495

SANTA MONICA studio, lower,
r/s, in 4-plex, near Wilshire,
parking, utilities included $725.
(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA studio, lower,
r/s, in 4-plex, near Wilshire,
parking, utilities included $725.
(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SM 2+2 1/2 2 car garge, direct
acces to unit, laundry room.
Near  Wilshire $2600/mo.
(310)439-2073.

WLA $1390/MO. 2 Bedrooms, 1

bath, hardwood floors, large
kitchen (310)391-8880.
Houses For Rent

SANTA MONICA guest house,
furnished, r/s, w/d, quiet, yard,
parking, utilities  included,
$1250.
(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA guest house,
furnished, r/s, w/d, quiet, yard,
parking, utilities  included,
$1250.
(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA triplex, 1+1,

r/s, carpet, yard, remodeled
kitchen, utilities included,
$1295.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

WLA $3,000/MO 3 BEDROOM
2 BATH,LARGE DEN & YARD
CLEAN,QUIET &
CONVENIENT 310-455-2415

Roommates

[TAPARTMENT SUB-LET for |
rent: N. of Wilshire,
$700/month. First and last
month rent. Seeking Male or
Female, 20-30, employed, re-
sponsible, to share with Fe-
male. Please call for appt.
(310)393-2955.

BUSINESSMAN WOULD like to
rent a room in your Santa
Monica home. 213-280-6789

SANTA MONICA shared apart-
ment, private room, furnished,
fireplace  laundry, month-to-
month. $500.
(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA shared house,
private room, r/s, dishwasher,
laundry, utilities included $595.
(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

Commercial Lease

SANTA MONICA
OFFICES

+ CHARMING MEDITERRANEAN STYLE
* NEAR PROMENADE - WINDOWS OPEN
* GARDEN COURTYARD BUILDING

* TELEPHONE SYSTEM INCLUDED

* NEW PAINT AND CARPET

* FURNISHED AVAILABLE

* SHORT OR LONG TERM

* PARKING INCLUDED

*2TO 4 ROOMS

* AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY

310.395.4620

$1450.00 AND UP

MDR SHARE space. New suite,
3 space in small Law Firm. Law
Library, Conference Room, Re-
ceptionist, Copier, DSL, Parking
Available, 90 Freeway close.
Starting at $800. (310)553-
0756.

WILSHIRE BLVD. in Santa
Monica from 500 sq/ft & up. Re-
tail  $2.75/per sqft.  Office

$1.85/per sqft. Surrounded by
new buildings such as St
Johns, UCLA & Santa Monica
Hospital. Call (310)289-0499.

Real Estate

™

AGAPE ESTATES
Pride of Ownership
Homes and Units
Realtor and Developer
Call Today
310-745-4847

Buy or Sell Tomorrow

Real Estate Wanted

MOTIVATED BUYER: | buy
houses, any area, any price,
any condition .
Call (310)422-4933 .

Storage Space

GARAGE FOR rent storage

only 10x20 $125/mo. (310)586-
6490.

[ Wassage |

$10 OFF/AD THERAPY &
RELAX 1277 LINCOLN BLVD
#201 SANTA MONICA
(323)630-9506

GARAGE SALE! Portable A/C,
refrigerator, futon, corner
armoire & more!

Call 310-454-0160 happy.Razz-
nik@verizon.net

Business Opps

ABSOLUTE GOLDMINE! 60
Vending machines with excel-
lent locations all for $10,995.
(800)234-6982.

INVESTOR WANTED to open
large, upscale dollar store in
Santa Monica.$70k Big Profits
213-280-6789

LOCAL VENDING route 60 ma-

chines. Locations included, all
for $10.995. (800)509-7909.

Yard Sales

MOVING SALE Dining set, New
living room chair, New tv. &
ver,New bedroom set
310-822-7958

Fitness

Have Fun Getting
FIT By the BEACH

Feel Better...Lose Weight...Improve your Health!

Inquire About Our Way to
Wellness Program! Exercise,
Eating & Stress Management ...
All In One Great Program!

Located at the Loews
Santa Monica Beach Hotel
310-842-5657

www, com

BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal
your body, mind, spirit. Thera-
peutic, Swedish, Deep-tissue.
Energy balancing. Strictly non-
sexual. Introductory specials
from $50.00/1hr. Lynda, L.M.T.
(310)749-0621

DEEP TISSUE THERAPY
$40/HR. PROFESSIONAL AND
NURTURING, WILL ALSO
TRADE. PAUL (310)741-1901.

SANTA MONICA 1334 Lincoln
Blvd 1140 sqg/ft $2200/mo. and
600 sq/ft 1300/mo. Can com-
bine. E. Keasbey (310)477-
3192.

SM/OCEAN PARK: room avail-
able in well located Chiropractic
& Acupuncture office 3 days
per/wk  $500/mo.  Jasmine
(310)392-9596.

L5

LEASING CENTER

SANTA MONICA

CENTURY WEST PROPERTIES
EXCEPTIONAL WESTSIDE RENTALS

1437 SEVENTH STREET, SUITE 200

COMPLEMENTARY RENTAL LIST &
LEASING CONSULTATION

WALK-INS WELCOME 10AM — 6PM DAILY
(310) 899-9580

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong
and tender relaxing bodywork
by mature European. Professio-
nal Lady Sonja (310)397-0433.

OCEAN THERAPY: nice relax-
ing massage Spanish & Asian
Staff (310)899-3709.

OLIVIA FULL body massage.
Smooth, thorough, divinely re-
laxing by beautiful, mature
woman. Professional & licensed
$120/hr. $80/ 1/2 hr. (310)915-
5519.

Announcements

ALZHEIMER’S SUPPORT GROUP
meeting. Last Wednesday of
the month; at Sunrise Assisted
Living, Pacific Palisades call
(310)573-9545/Linda.

) Ocean Oasis

(310) 458-8190

Dr. Lisa Masterson, M.D.
1333 Ocean Avenue in Santa Wonica

TAl CHI/I-CHIUNG classes in
Santa Monica call for info.
(626)429-6360.

Personals

MOTHER SEARCHING FOR
DOUG HESSMAN, CANNOT
TALK. BELIEVED TO BE IN
STREET, WANTED HOME.
$1,000 REWARD GETTING
HIM HOME TO MOTHER.
(310)453-4506.

Talk to a Model 24hrs.
310-786-8400
818-264-1906
213-259-1902
949-722-2222

$15/15 min.
CC/Check OK
www.USLove.com

CLASSIFIEDS

ARE EASY!

2~

CALL NOW!

ALL CLASSIFIEDS $2.50 A DAY up T0 15 WORDS
20: PER WORD THEREAFTER 12 DAY MiNIMUM

310.458.7737
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CLASSIFIEDS

Services

COPPER REPIPE SPECIALIST i A/C CONSTRUC

LOW WATER PRESSURE? RUSTY
UNSAFE WATER? GETTING SCALDED?
We specialize in Copper Repipe of
private homes & apartments. Call us!
Senior Citizen Discount

FREE Estimates
1-877-379-9455

S
I FREE
'WATER HEATER
U
q

! Lic#767143 Bonded & Ins.
1 ALL WORK IS GUARANTEED
i ALWAYS A CLEAN QUALITY JOB!

PLUMBING

]
=

COMMERCIAL
Residential Remodel
HONEST & RELIABLE
FREE ESTIMATES

cEESemRaESEae e

310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

B.C. HAULING clean-up; all
types big truck; hydrolic liftgate
-small truck. No Saturdays.
(310)714-1838.

8 IEOTAN
Heruhamin Serdce 41.
323.041.9T47

L i [wemig & M

PICTURE FRAMES custom
made by professional (310)980-
2674.

DENTAL
EMERGENCY?

e Evening hours + emergency services
® Root Canals, Crowns, Veneers

© 20+ years of experience

e UCLA Graduate

e Most insurances accepted

o Cosmetic Dentistry

Dr. David Taft, DDS
310-315-3676

UCLA Parkside Medical

2428 SANTA MONICA BLVD., SUITE 303 + SANTA MONICA

NBM CONSTRUCTION
Room Additions, Remodel,
Electric, Plumbing, Carpentry
(888) 420-5866

BEST MOVERS

No job too small

2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR
Fully insured. We make it EZ.
Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!

Since 1975 Lic.T-163844
(323) 997-1193

A1 CONSTRUCTION, framing,
drywall, electrical. 30 years in

this area. Free estimate.
(310)475-0497 or (310)415-
7134.

KITCHEN & Bath Remodeling,
Room additions.Free estimate
Lic#615195 -(888)907-6444

Lic#745354

YOUR
AD

HERE

ADVERTISE!!

Santa Monica
Daily Press

DISCOUNT

HARDWOOD
Floors & Molding

Laminate Engineered Floor
$0.89/sq ft. $1.49/sq.ft.
Bamboo Floor
Solid Oak Prefinish $2.39/sq.ft.
3:Lidx3ya Unfinished Solid Wood|
2.39/50.ft $0.99/sq.ft.

All Pergo, Columbia, Shaw, Bruce, Anderson &
Mohawk floors on sale. All molding & handrails &
stairs part & all prefinish & unfinished flooring sale.
'BEST PRICES IN TOWN,

S00) 984-2925

GET ORGANIZED!
for filing system set-ups,
unpacking from a major move,
uncluttering closets and
other home/office paper
management problems, etc.

HIRE A PROFESSIONAL
ORGANIZER!
Call Christine Cohen:
310-274-4988

Member: National Association of Professional Organizers

HOME THEATER AND MUSIC:
system design, installing and
troubleshooting. 16 years expe-
rience with audio/video sys-
tems, satellite, cable, telephone
and computer networks.
(310)450-6540.
24

Steve's
HOUR
DISCOUNT
PLUMBING

Lic.#759420
Al

KIM'S CHRISTMAS TREES

Finest Quality and Service

We offer tree removal.
Call for an appointment.
x

(310) 828-5467

MARCO TELECOM: Phone
jacks, installation & repair. Re-
wiring phone line, splitting busi-
ness. (310)301-1926, pager:
(310)351-7673.

NOTICETO
READERS:

California law requires that
contractors taking jobs that
total $500 or more (labor or
materials) be licensed by the
Contractors State License
Board. State law also requires
that contractors include their
license number on all
advertising. You can check the
status of your licensed
contractor at www.cslb.ca.gov
or 800-321-CSLB. Unlicensed
contractors taking jobs that
total less than $500 must state
in their advertisements that
they are not licensed by the
Contractors State License
Board.

DRAINS = HEAT
RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL
(310) 439-7771 suw pricss necomme
15% OFF WITH THIS AD

PAINTING TOP QUALITY A&A
custom,Interior And Exterior .
Free Quote. Jeff Arrieta
(310)560-9864.

SPIRITUAL CLEANSING
BY LAURA

Meditation Healings
Answers All Life Questions

$250-$500 per hour

Established & Licensed

for 40 years

Morning Hours: 310-370-7659
Afternoon Hours: 310-374-9157

Located in Redondo Beach

TOWN & Country Builder. Ma-
sonry work, concrete, drive-
ways, brick, stone wall, patio,
tile. State/Lic. 441191 (310)578-
7108.

WALLPAPER REMOVAL &
INSTALLATION
wall texture/ painting Glenn’s
Wallpaper Service.
(310)686-8505.

‘When You Get Ready to Fix Up, Call Us!

NED PARKER
CONSTRUCTION

Bonded & Insured - Lic#658-486
PAINTING « CARPENTRY « ROOFING
CONCRETE * ELECTRICAL

323.871.8869

Computer Services

COMPUTER HELP: Your office
or home. Typing, tutorial, Micro-
soft Word, Excel, Access, inter-
net navigation, software instal-
lation. Also, notary public serv-
ices. (310)207-3366

VERY PATIENT friendly & af-
fordable repairs, set-ups, train-
ing networks and more! Digital
Duchess. (310)395-6884.

VWE ARE THE
%/dédéeéég

The Daily Press Hirin

Run an ad in the classified section of the Santa Monica Daily
Press for 4 weeks and we’ll guarantee that you’ll find the perfect

employee! Call for more details.

Call Mitch at the SanfaMonica Daily Press 310.458.7737 ext.111

|G IN TOWN!

uarantee:
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PEOPLE IN THE NEWS

Baldwin-Basinger custody battle goes to LA courtroom

By The Associated Press

B LOS ANGELES — A dispute between Alec
Baldwin and ex-wife Kim Basinger over custody of their
8-year-old daughter, Ireland, will go to trial Feb. 23.

The specific issue was unclear because the case file
was not available to the public.

Baldwin and Basinger were present for the hearing
Monday but didn't speak to each other in court.

Several documents were filed in the case but Superior
Court Judge Roy Paul wouldn't make them available
pending a Jan. 23 hearing on a motion to seal them.

Baldwin and Basinger were married in August 1993.
Basinger filed for divorce in 2001. At that time her peti-
tion said that she sought physical custody but the two
would share joint legal custody and Baldwin would have
visitation rights. The divorce became final Sept. 3, 2002.

Basinger's attorney, Neal Hersh, and Baldwin's attorney,
Dennis Wasser, both declined to comment on the hearing.

B GARDEN CITY, N.Y. — Songwriter Hugh
Prestwood was released on $50,000 bail following his
arrest for allegedly carrying a loaded handgun in his
carry-on luggage at Long Island MacArthur Airport.

Prestwood, 61, a staff songwriter for BMG Music
who lives in Greenport, was on his way to Nashville,
Tenn., Saturday when an X-ray screener spotted the
Smith & Wesson .38-caliber revolver and two medicines
for which he did not have prescriptions, police said.

Authorities arrested Prestwood at the airport and
charged him with one weapon possession count and two
drug possession counts. He was released Monday on
$50,000 bail and ordered to return to Suffolk County
Court in Central Islip on Friday, said Robert Clifford, a
spokesman for District Attorney Thomas Spota.

Defense lawyer William Ferris declined to comment
on the accusations, saying only that Prestwood had been
on his way to Nashville for a charity concert. “He's a
very kind and lovable person,” the lawyer said.

B NEW YORK — The doctor being sued by George
Harrison's family was wrongly portrayed in the lawsuit
and has always put his patients' needs first, according to
his wife.

Dr. Gilbert Lederman, who's accused in the lawsuit
of forcing the ailing Harrison to autograph a guitar, was
“hurt” by the lawsuit's depiction of him, Dr. Josiane
Lederman told the New York Post for Tuesday editions.

“How Gil is (being portrayed) is not how he is at all.
He's a sweet, caring, dedicated and devoted doctor who
has always had very close relationships with all his
patients,” she said.

“Their families become close with ours, and our kids
know most of his patients. The families come to our bar and
bat mitzvahs, we go to visit them at their homes,” she said.

Gil Lederman was treating Harrison for cancer. The
ex-Beatle died in November 2001, about two weeks
after the signing, at 58.

The Harrison family has said through its attorney that
it believes Lederman orchestrated media coverage of the
guitar signing to raise the value of an instrument he
eventually wants to sell.

Lederman has maintained that Harrison freely auto-
graphed the guitar, and has said he wants to donate the
instrument to charity.

The state Health Department reprimanded the doctor
for talking to the press about Harrison without his con-
sent. Lederman accepted his censure, reprimand and a
$5,000 fine, documents show.

B MONTREAL — A dispute between a Canadian
furniture store that used the late Frank Zappa's music in
a TV commercial and the rocker's widow was settled out
of court Tuesday.

Ameublements Tanguay Inc. has apologized to Gail
Zappa for using the unauthorized music in 1995 and set-
tled the civil lawsuit for an undisclosed amount.

Furniture company president Jacques Tanguay said

Monday there had been several attempts over the past
nine years to settle the matter out of court. It was unclear
how Tuesday's offer differed from past efforts, but it
may have been a letter of apology acknowledging copy-
right violation.

Zappa's widow, who lives in California, was seeking
unspecified damages from the store for copyright viola-
tion related to an appliance advertisement.

The song “Watermelon in Easter Hay” from the
album “Joe's Garage” was played as background music
in the ad, which ran briefly in Quebec City and eastern
parts of the province. A Quebec fan notified the Zappa
family about the commercial.

Tanguay has said his company commissioned a now-
defunct Quebec City producer to produce the commer-
cial. He said the producer, Karma Productions, subcon-
tracted the musical work to a freelancer without con-
firming whether the Zappa song was cleared for use.

Gail Zappa has been a staunch defender of her late
husband's work since his death from prostate cancer in
1993 at 52. He was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall
of Fame in 1995.

B NEW YORK — Ashton Kutcher says marriage to
girlfriend Demi Moore isn't on the horizon any time soon.

“I don't have any plans for it,” he told the syndicated
TV program “Access Hollywood.” “I can check the
datebook, but last I looked, there wasn't anything in
there like that.” Portions of the interview aired Monday.
Excerpts were released in advance.

Kutcher, 25, and Moore, 41, have been gossip-col-
umn fodder because of the difference in their ages.
Moore's films include “Charlie's Angels: Full Throttle”
and “G.I. Jane.”

The actor, who recently pulled out of his MTV prank
show “Punk'd,” said he wanted to take on new projects.
“We're done,” he said. “It was time to move on, it was
time to do something different. I get bored easily man,
I've got to change it.”
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