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Warm weather drew plenty of volleyball enthusiasts to Santa Monica
Beach Sunday.

Little guy takes software
giant to small claims court
for trademark infringement

BY MICHAEL LIEDTKE

AP Business Writer

SAN FRANCISCO — Entrepreneur Ken Bellanger is certain he has a strong case
against Microsoft Corp. for trademark infringement, but figures a conventional lawsuit
would never stand a chance against the software giant’s cache of high-paid lawyers.

So Bellanger is taking his beef to a place made for little guys — small claims court.

Alleging Microsoft illegally latched on to the name “Pocket PC” for its handheld
computer operating system, Bellanger paid $20 last week to file a small claims

See LAWSUIT, page 3

Voters face heavy
November ballot

Mounting initiatives
continually cram
general election

BY ANDREW H. FIXMER
Special to the Daily Press

Residents this fall will be asked to
make hundreds of choices on everything
from condo ownership to rewriting city
government.

Additionally, voters will be asked to
elect a governor, a lieutenant governor,
state assembly and senate representatives,
congressional representation, and three
new Santa Monica City Council mem-
bers.

And that’s before the state adds its ini-
tiatives.

In 1990, Santa Monica voters were
asked to make more than 100 decisions,
with many voters being sent to multiple
booths to complete the entire ballot. If
2002 continues at its current pace, resi-
dents could be faced with another record
year.

Already three complex local issues are
crowding the Santa Monica ballot. One
measure would allow tenants to purchase
their condo when the buildings change
ownership, another would allow for the

direct election of the mayor and district-
based council members, and yet another
referendum would decide the fate of the
city’s controversial living wage ordinance.

“This is hardly the least
bit too complicated
for a politically
sophisticated community
like Santa Monica”

— MICHAEL FEINSTEIN
Santa Monica mayor

Officials say voters are not easily over-
whelmed, and those that make it to the
polls typically are well educated and
know exactly how they are going to vote.

“This year is going to be a very crowd-
ed ballot,” said Robert Stern, president of
the Center for Governmental Studies
located in West LA, which studies voter
initiatives. “Especially since you never
know how many initiatives you’ll have

See BALLOT, page 3

Winter Games Torch
Relay to enter California

SMC coach to take it
through Santa Maria

By the Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — The Olympic
Torch Relay was set to enter California
early Monday en route to Salt Lake City for
the Winter Games.

The relay, which began in Atlanta Dec. 4
and will reach its destination in time for the
Olympics’ opening ceremony Feb. 8, was
set to cross the border into Imperial County
from Yuma, Ariz. around 6:30 a.m.

The relay was scheduled to travel
through San Diego on Monday and hit
Orange County and Los Angeles on
Tuesday, moving northward through the

state as the week progresses, organizers
said.

On its way, the flame is being carried by
11,500 torch bearers, including celebrities
and Olympic athletes, but mostly ordinary
people nominated by friends and family
members for their inspirational qualities.

Santa Monica College men’s track and
cross country coach Tommie Smith will
take the hand-off in Santa Maria and carry
the torch a short distance. Smith is a 1968
gold medal sprinter and has been teaching at
SMC since 1978.

When the relay rolls through Orange
County, one torch carrier will be 20-year-
old Jason Annis of Placentia, a star athlete
who was nominated by the mother of a boy
with Down syndrome whom Annis

See TORCH, page 3
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Looking for the
Daily Press?

The Santa Monica Daily Press is a free newspaper that is circulated
throughout all six commercial zones within the Santa Monica city limits.

Hundreds of copies can be found in
news racks at these local businesses:

Wilshire Boulevard Locations:

» Crown Books

» Marina Pastries

» Wells Fargo

* California Chicken Café
* Manhattan Bagel
» Smug’s Harbor

* O’Briens Pub

* LA Subs

* Koo Koo Roo

» Thai Boxes

e Fromin Deli

* Supercuts

* Bagel Nosh

» Santa Monica Pizza Kitchen
* Izzy’s Deli

* Vons

* Baskin Robbins

* Vienna Bakery

* JP’s

* The Slice

* Dagwood’s

* Baja Fresh

* The Newsroom

* Polly’s Restaurant
* Starbucks

This is not a complete list.
You can find more copies in these areas:

* Montana Avenue Commercial Zone

« Santa Monica Boulevard

* the Downtown Commercial Core (including Third Street Promenade)
¢ Main Street Commercial District

¢ Lincoln Commercial District.

Additional circulation points include:

* Major Hotels on Ocean Avenue
¢ Retail businesses on the Boardwalk and Santa Monica Pier districts
¢ Commercial zones on Pico and Ocean Park Boulevard.

1If you are interested in becoming a distribution point (it’s free and gives your customers
Just one more reason to come in), please call 310-458-PRESS (7737) x 104
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) ARIES (March 21-April 19)

[ Don’t lose your focus. Others respond
to your leadership. Understand that you might not be
absorbing the full impact of someone’s words.
Illuminate this conversation with questions. Schedule a
meeting if need be. You derive success through groups.
Tonight: Where the gang is.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

[[m Others enjoy the way you dote on them. Your
innate kindness flows, even when attempting to be an
authority figure. Partners share their feelings. You get
strong feedback about decisions. Exchange concepts,
ideas and perspectives. Demonstrate care with
finances. Tonight: Work late.

@’ GEMINI (May 21-June 20)

[ Read between the lines with office gossip.
Someone often expresses his or her caring in an odd
manner. Your imagination takes you in a new direction,
though you might project in an overly serious manner.
Answer e-mails while researching a question. Tonight:
Watch a favorite TV show.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)

[ Deal with someone head-on. Work with oth-
ers’ points of view. Carefully listen to someone’s feed-
back. Creativity infuses a relationship. Your instincts
follow through with others’ ideas. A new beginning
involves a key relationship. Dote on a friend or partner.
Tonight: Talk over dinner.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

[ Defer to others. Listen to the tune each per-
son sings. You’ll find out more of what is going on if
you’re more attentive. Others seem full of suggestions.
Give each person the respect he or she deserves. A
meeting provokes strong reactions. Tonight: Go along
with someone’s suggestions.

@VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

[  Remain mellow and even, despite a problem.
Your positive attitude rubs off on others. Demands
might overwhelm you, but only for a moment. Others
trust in your creativity and ideas. Brainstorm and give
others key information. Go with the moment. Tonight:
Give up judgments.

JACQUELINE BIGAR'S STARS

The stars show the kind of day you'll have:
-Positive I  -Average [ -So-so U-Difficult

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

[ You easily become distracted. Look at
your options within work and emotional situations.
Think in terms of a complete vision. Your invest-
ments might not multiply as easily as you would like.
Check out someone’s theory. Tonight: Do something
differently.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
([T Your security speaks for itself when dealing
with family and close associates. You don’t feel a
need to demand so much from someone. Carefully
think through a decision that involves your family.
Someone might be difficult to convince, but you suc-
ceed. Tonight: Home is where your heart is.

@SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

[[m Express your gentleness, and others melt
into your lap. Be careful when dealing with a severe
or touchy personality in your life. Understand how
much you offer through your talents and finances.
Make calls to catch up on other perspectives.
Tonight: At a favorite spot.

@CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

[ Others react to your presence. They feel how
much you offer. Do nothing halfway, understanding
your limits within a money dealing. Direct your hard-
working time where it counts, and not toward pie-in-
the-sky ventures. Discuss finances, just don’t com-
mit. Tonight: Pay bills first.

‘ AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

Your energy peaks. You might be unusual-
ly sensitive or romantic. Visualize more of what you
want, and make it so. Your ability to harness your
creativity draws success. Chat with a child or loved
one about possibilities. Tonight: Dance away.

w5/ PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)

[m Take your time when revealing what is on
your mind. Sometimes playing cat and mouse pays
off. Aim for the bull’s-eye, but be subtle. A meeting
provides an opportunity for networking and spread-
ing good news. Listen to someone carefully.
Tonight: At home.

Today ... Partly cloudy High—67°F Low—46°F
Tomorrow ... Partly cloudy High—63°F  Low—44°F
Wednesday ... Partly cloudy High—59°F Low—43°F

QUOTE of the DAY

“Better that a girl has beauty
because boys see better than they think.”

than brains

— Unknown
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LOCAL-STATE

Mayor: Loaded ballots are
part of healthy democracy

BALLOT, from page 1

from the state.”

However, Stern believes voters are able
to sort through all the information and
make informed decisions.

“We’re always surprised at the intelli-
gence of the voter,” he said. “It’s actually
very gratifying to see.”

Local officials say they will continue to
add initiatives to the November ballot
because of the high voter turnout in guber-
natorial elections. The deadline for initia-
tives to be placed on November’s ballot is
June.

“I think it helps democracy to have a lot
of good issues on the ballot. It tends to
make people pay more attention and read
into what’s on the ballot,” said Santa
Monica Mayor Pro Tem Kevin McKeown.
“It also draws in a lot of news coverage
which is always beneficial.”

Stern said it’s likely council members
would want initiatives on the ballot in
November because it would give them time
to rally their supporters, a sentiment some
residents echoed when the city council
added the Voters Election Reform for a
True Accountability System, or VERITAS,
to November’s general election.

“Don’t wait long to put this before vot-
ers. If you do it will look like you are try-
ing to bring out the union people,” said res-
ident Chuck Allord about some council
members’ union support. “Please do not
allow the unions to come in here and march
all over us. Put this before the voters before
that can happen.”

Overall, Stern said voters make educat-
ed decisions and understand completely the
issues they are deciding.

“One of the things we do is go back and
ask voters if they mistakenly voted for an
initiative that they didn’t want or if they are
unhappy with the results of an initiative,”
he said. “And surprisingly, we generally
find voters do not pass things unless they

really want them to be passed.”
That sentiment was expressed by authors

of the local initiatives, as well as city offi-
cials.

“We plan to get out there really soon and
start staging our advertising campaign,” said
Paul DeSantis, author of the VERITAS ref-
erendum. “We anticipate using the entire
amount of time from now until November
educating people.”

Santa Monica Mayor Michael Feinstein
agrees, saying that there would be plenty of
time to debate each initiative before voters
even reach the polls.

“This is hardly the least bit too compli-
cated for a politically sophisticated commu-
nity like Santa Monica,” he said, pointing
out that there would be several televised
debates and forums for each side to reach
voters. “In 1990, there were at least three
measures that if you were against them you
had to vote ‘yes’ and if you were for them
you had to vote ‘yes.” But our residents saw
through all the tricks and voted their minds.”

Experts agree that Santa Monica, unlike
many other cities in the Los Angeles region,
are becoming quick experts at referendum
and ballot initiatives.

“Most communities are not like Santa
Monica,” said Stern. “There’s a very active
local government and community groups
there.”

Feinstein defends loaded ballots, saying
they are a legitimate part of an active elec-
torate.

“It’s a healthy function of our local
democracy,” Feinstein said. “In addition to
participating on boards and councils, resi-
dents have a right to put initiatives on the
ballot.”

Both DeSantis and Feinstein said this
year’s elections would need a strong and
healthy media presence to stir debate and
bring the issues before voters.

“The press has the responsibility to start
the process of debating the merits of these
initiatives and talking about the issues they
propose solving,” said DeSantis. “If our
media falls short of that, then they have truly
failed our city.”

Schwarzenegger to carry torch

TORCH, from page 1

befriended.

“I can never repay Jason for the impact
he’s had on Darren’s life,” Joy Crow said of
Annis’ relationship with her son. “This is my
way of saying thank you for a gift you can’t
purchase.”
1

“| feel a part of something
so big and so good ... so
reaffirming to me’”

— JUDY WILLIS
Torch carrier

Farther north, 52-year-old Judy Willis of
Santa Barbara also will carry the torch the
allotted 1,000-some feet.

“I feel a part of something so big and so
good . . . so reaffirming to me,” said Willis, a
doctor and cervical cancer survivor who gave
up practicing neurology to teach fifth grade.

Better-known torch carriers in California
include astronaut Sally Ride, Olympic gold
medalist Rafer Johnson and actor Arnold

Schwarzenegger.

The Los Angeles leg of the relay Tuesday
includes three public celebrations — 11 a.m.
at Olvera Street, 2 p.m. at the Coliseum and 7
p-m. at Universal CityWalk.

The first torch relay was created for the
1936 Berlin Games. This time around, a
white-robed actress playing the role of priest-
ess lighted the flame for the 2002 Games on
Nov. 19 in Olympia, Greece.

By the time it ends, the torch relay will
have traveled 13,500 miles through 46 states,
including Alaska. Already, it has been full of
touching moments.

The torch’s U.S. journey began in Atlanta,
where Muhammad Ali passed it to Peggy
Fleming, who ran the first leg.

Former New York Mayor Rudolph W.
Giuliani carried it in honor of emergency
workers who died Sept. 11. In Oklahoma, the
torch bearer paused at the reflecting pool
memorial at the site of the Oklahoma City
bombing.

More than 210,000 people were nomi-
nated to be torch bearers by friends, family
or colleagues who wrote essays of 100
words or less and submitted them to the
Salt Lake Organizing Committee, Coca-
Cola or Chevrolet during March and April
of last year.

Minding his manners ...

-

Larry Martinez, manager of Table Manners on Arizona Avenue, prepares

the set-up for an evening of guests.

Del Pastrana/Daily Press

Trademark disputes are
nothing new for Microsoft

LAWSUIT, from page 1

complaint against the Redmond, Wash.-
based company. The dispute is sched-
uled to be heard Feb. 22 before a small
claims commissioner in San Francisco.

With the case, Bellanger hopes to win
the maximum $5,000 award allowed in
California’s small claims courts and
establish his legal right to the Web
address pocketpc.com, a site that
Microsoft launched two years ago.

Bellanger contends the name belongs
to him because he began selling a gag
gift called the Pocket PC in 1985. The
product, meant to spoof the high-tech
industry’s hype about small computing
devices, is a plastic poker chip bearing a
unique serial number.

About 1,200 people have paid $6.95
to $9.95 for Bellanger’s Pocket PC
through the years. He believes he could
sell as many as 500,000 more Pocket
PCs online if Microsoft would stop tres-
passing on his trademark.

If he wins in small claims court,
Bellanger reasons he can use the judg-
ment to prove his ownership of Pocket
PC to the Internet Corporation for
Assigned Names and Numbers, the
online guardian best known as I[CANN.
Getting the rights to pocketpc.com, he
says, is more important than the money.

“This isn’t about holding up

Microsoft,” Bellanger, 41, said. “This is
about taking back something that is
already mine.”

Microsoft declined to comment
specifically about Bellanger’s suit.

In general, Microsoft views “Pocket
PC” as a generic term used to describe an
operating system for a variety of hand-
held computers made by a long list of
manufacturers that include Compagq,
Toshiba, Hewlett-Packard and Casio,
said Microsoft spokesman Jim Dresler.

Trademark disputes are nothing new
for Microsoft. Last year, the company
reached an undisclosed settlement with
Grand Rapids, Mich.-based Xbox
Technologies to secure the trademark for
the name of Microsoft’s video game
player. The Michigan company changed
its name to the Knowledge Mechanics
Group.

Although Bellanger never officially
registered Pocket PC with the federal
government, legal experts say he still
may hold a “common law” trademark on
the name in California. A common law
trademark is established whenever some-
one sells a commercial product under a
specific name, said Harvey Dunn, an
intellectual property attorney in Dallas.

“It doesn’t sound like a totally frivo-
lous case,” Dunn said. “The ultimate
question may come down to whether any-
one would confuse what he is marketing
with what Microsoft is marketing.”



Page 4 = Monday, January 14, 2002 = Santa Monica Daily Press

TENZER

Commerical Brokerage Group, Inc.

"Those who won our independence
believed liberty to be the secret of
happiness and courage to be
the secxet of liberty.”

— Louis [o). Brandies

1334 Third Street Promenade, Suite 306 * Santa Monica, California 90401
Tel: (310) 395-8383 « FAX (310) 395-7872

"1 Santa Yonica Daifp oress °

)

a day
Classifieds

Advertise with the only
daily game in town!

S S

Call 310.458.PRESS (7737) x101

Santa Monica Daily Press
now at newsstands around the city!

Readers and customers can now find the Daily Press in permanent
newsstands at these locations:

* 17th Street and Montana Avenue; northwest corner in front the pharmacy

* 14th Street and Montana Avenue; northeast corner in front of Peets Coffee

* Montana Avenue, between 14th-15th Streets; in front of Jamba Juice

* 7th Street and Montana Avenue; northeast corner, in front of Starbucks Coffee

* 3rd Street and Wilshire Boulevard, northeast corner; in front of Surla Table

* Ocean Avenue and Wilshire Boulevard; in front of the Bank of California
building

 Wilshire Boulevard, between 22nd-23rd Streets; in front of Manhattan Bagel

* 14th and Santa Monica Boulevard; in front of Chevron

* Wilshire Boulevard and Lincoln Boulevard; in front of Baja Fresh

* Colorado Boulevard and 3rd Street; in front of Santa Monica Place

* Santa Monica Courthouse

Watch for future newsstands a a location near you!
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Bush was not informed
about Enron calls for help

BY H. JOSEF HEBERT

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — Two Bush cabinet
members said Sunday they never consid-
ered intervening in Enron’s spiral toward
bankruptcy, nor informed President Bush
of requests for help from the fallen ener-
gy giant.

“Companies come and go. It’s ... part
of the genius of capitalism,” said
Treasury Secretary Paul O’Neill, when
asked if he was surprised at the sudden
collapse of Enron. The company’s failure
has left the one-time energy trading behe-
moth’s stock virtually worthless and
thousands of workers’ pension funds in
disarray.

Last fall, a month before Enron
declared bankruptcy, O’Neill received
two telephone calls from Enron’s chief
executive, Kenneth Lay. Lay also called
Commerce Secretary Don Evans at the
time, reaching out for help to harness the
energy company’s financial slide.

O’Neill’s view of Enron’s collapse
was characterized as “cold-blooded” and
reflective of “the 18th century, but not the
21st century” by Sen. Joseph Lieberman,
D-Conn., whose Committee on
Governmental Affairs is leading Senate
investigations into the Enron debacle.

Separately, Lieberman said that an
internal Arthur Andersen LLP memo on
Oct. 12 directing that all but basic Enron
working papers be destroyed “raises very
serious questions about whether obstruc-
tion of justice occurred.”

Andersen this past week revealed that
Enron documents had been destroyed.
But Lieberman said most troubling was
that the memo, disclosed in a report in
Time magazine, “was specifically about
Enron” and not a general directive to
clean out files. Congressional investiga-
tors want to find out why Andersen did
not raise flags about Enron’s business
practices.

Lieberman and Sen. John McCain, R-
Ariz., said on CBS’ “Face the Nation” the
administration may have been right in not
intervening to try to save Enron. But they

said the government’s response — as
well as earlier federal monitoring of its
business practices — may have been

hampered by the energy company’s free-
wheeling flow of campaign contribu-
tions.

“We’re all tainted by the millions and
millions of dollars that were contributed
by Enron executives, which ... creates the
appearance of impropriety,” said
McCain, a longtime voice for campaign
finance reform. McCain acknowledged
getting $9,500 in Enron contributions in
two Senate campaigns.

Lieberman, who said he received
$1,000 from Enron in his 1994 Senate
campaign, said one focus of his commit-
tee’s investigation will be “whether any
of the influence” from Enron money
affected the administration’s handling of
the Enron collapse, or oversight by feder-
al agencies.

“I don’t feel at all compromised,”
added Lieberman, referring to his com-
mittee’s investigation.

Since 1990, Enron and its employees
contributed $5.77 million to political
campaigns, about three-fourths of it to
GOP candidates. About half of the money
was spent in the 2000 election, with

President Bush a major beneficiary.

O’Neill and Evans said Sunday that
while they received calls from Lay in late
October and early November, they dis-
missed any suggestion of intervening to
help the company.

Evans said that Lay was looking “for
all the possible ways that he could stabi-
lize his company” and asked that Evans
consider contacting credit rating agen-
cies. “I considered it and said, *Thank
you for the call,”” Evans said on NBC’s
“Meet the Press.”

O’Neill said that Lay, in a call of three
or four minutes, “asked me for nothing.”
But O’Neill acknowledged that during
one conversation Lay said Enron’s ability
to sustain its credit rating “was a critical
aspect” of keeping a merger with rival
Dynegy on track. The merger later fell
apart.

The Treasury Department has
acknowledged that, around the same time
in late October and early November,
another Enron executive repeatedly con-
tacted Peter Fisher, a Treasury undersec-
retary, trying to get the government to
encourage banks to extend credit to the
struggling company.

Sen. Carl Levin, D-Mich., whose
Senate Governmental Affairs subcommit-
tee has issued 51 subpoenas in connec-
tion with its Enron investigation, said
Sunday on ABC, “I have no doubt that
they were asking for the government to
take action.”

But an Enron spokesman, Mark
Palmer, said the calls “were information-
al” and “not about trying to improve our
credit rating.”

Neither O’Neill nor Evans said they
informed President Bush of the telephone
calls. But Evans said he frequently dis-
cussed Enron’s situation during general
meetings with the president in November
and December.

The tone of those conversations was
“how sad it was to see what was happen-
ing to that once great company,” Evans
said on NBC.

Enron filed for bankruptcy on Dec. 2.

O’Neill said his concerns involving
Enron were over the possible impact on
U.S. and global capital markets, but he
was assured by Fisher that there weren’t
going to be problems in that area. O’Neill
said that at the time of the calls he was
deeply involved in pushing the presi-
dent’s stimulus package in Congress, pur-
suing the financial trail of terrorists and
dealing with other issues of greater con-
cern.

“I didn’t think this was worthy of me
running across the street (to the White
House) and telling the president,”
O’Neill said on “Fox News Sunday.” “I
don’t ... tell the president every time
somebody calls me.”

As to the sudden collapse of Enron and
the nosedive of the company’s stock,
O’Neill said he was not surprised.

“I’ve watched lots of corporations
come and go. ... There are very few com-
panies that have been around for 40 or 50
years. ... Companies come and go. It’s
part of the genius of capitalism.

“People get to make good decisions
or bad decisions, and they get to pay
the consequences or to enjoy the fruits
of their decisions. That’s the way the
system works.”
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INTERNATIONAL

BY ROBERT H. REID

Associated Press Writer

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan — President Gen. Pervez
Musharraf declared Saturday that Pakistan will not be a
base for terrorism and banned two extremist groups
accused in an attack on India’s parliament. Police raided
religious schools and mosques and arrested more than
300 suspected militants.

There was no immediate reaction from the Indian
government to the televised speech, in which Musharraf
tried to defuse a crisis over the disputed Himalayan
region of Kashmir that has pushed the neighboring
nuclear powers to the brink of war.

Secretary of State Colin Powell, who will visit the
region shortly, hailed Musharraf’s “bold and principled
stand” and said he believed the basis now exists “for the
resolution of tensions between India and Pakistan
through diplomatic and peaceful means.”

In his hourlong address to the nation, Musharraf
vowed that “no organization will be allowed to indulge
in terrorism behind the garb of the Kashmiri cause. ...
We will take strict action against any Pakistani who is
involved in terrorism inside the country or abroad.”

Musharraf also announced a crackdown on religious
extremists in his country who had supported
Afghanistan’s Taliban rulers and Osama bin Laden’s al-
Qaida movement. In addition to the two Kashmiri
groups, he banned three Pakistani Muslim organizations,
including one that sent members to fight alongside the
Taliban in Afghanistan.

Hours after the speech, police and militants reported
authorities were sealing offices of all five extremist
organizations throughout the country. Several militants
were taken into custody, police said.

Musharraf spelled out new regulations for mosques

and religious schools — long considered a breeding [I

ground for religious extremism. He also announced [}

plans to review the status of foreign teachers and stu-
dents at Pakistani religious schools.

“If in any mosque there is any political activities or
any other ... extremism, then we will take strong

action,” Musharraf declared. He warned Muslim clerics ||z

o “spread the good points of Islam” or
strong action against them.”

The speech had been widely anticipated in hopes it y

would defuse mounting tensions with India that began
with the Oct. 1 suicide bombing at the legislature build-
ing in Indian Kashmir and escalated on Dec. 13, when

“there will be |

five armed gunmen stormed the Indian Parliament com- [

plex. Fourteen people, including the five attackers,

were killed.India accused Pakistan and two Kashmiri |,

separatist groups — Jaish-e-Muhammed and Lashkar-e-
Tayyaba — for the December attack and dispatched
hundreds of thousands to the border. Pakistan respond-
ed with its own buildup and warned it would resist any
Indian incursions. That raised the prospect of an armed
confrontation between two countries.

A spokesman for Lashkar-e-Tayyaba, Abdullah
Sayyaf, vowed to continue attacks against India despite
the ban. Lashkar-e-Tayyaba, or the Army from Medina,
has carried out suicide attacks on the Indian army and
has been declared a terrorist group by the United States.
Both banned Kashmiri groups have links to al-Qaida.

Although Musharraf banned the two Kashmiri
groups, he made clear that Pakistan would maintain
“moral and diplomatic” support for Kashmir in its
struggle for self-determination. India considers
Kashmir its sovereign territory, a claim Pakistan has
disputed since the two countries were carved out of
British India in 1947.

Aijaz Rahi/Associated Press
Indian army soldiers, on their way to forward posi-
tions on the India-Pakistan border, read newspapers
at Jammu railway station, India, on Sunday. India
has already mobilized hundreds of thousands of
troops along the 1,800-mile border to Pakistan on a
full alert while Pakistan closed down some religious
extremists’ offices in the capital as part of efforts to
avoid a possible war.

The Pakistani president appealed to the United States
and other major powers to play a role in settling the dispute,
which has triggered two wars between India and Pakistan.

“I want to address to the international community, espe-
cially to the United States: Pakistan rejects terrorism in all
its forms and manifestations,” Musharraf said. “Pakistan
will not allow its territory to be used for any terrorist activ-
ity anywhere in the world. Now, you must play an active
role in solving the Kashmir dispute for the sake of lasting
peace and harmony in the region.”

U.S. military troops fortity Afghanistan foothold

BY ELLEN KNICKMEYER

Associated Press Writer

KANDAHAR, Afghanistan — Guarded by U.S.
troops and attack dogs, a second group of suspected
Osama bin Laden supporters departed Sunday for a
U.S. prison camp in Cuba as U.S. bombers flew their
most punishing raids in weeks on caves near the
Pakistani border.

The 30 prisoners, shackled and with their faces covered,
shuffled in the darkness onto a C-17 transport plane for the
flight to the Guantanamo Bay Naval Station in Cuba.

The men were among nearly 400 Taliban and al-Qaida
suspects interned at Kandahar. A U.S. military official
said one of them had identified Richard Reid, accused of
trying to blow up a trans-Atlantic flight with explosives
hidden in his sneakers, as someone he had trained with at
camp run by bin Laden’s al-Qaida network.

The official, who spoke on condition of anonymity,
said Reid was identified from a photograph, but had no
further details.

The 30 detainees flown to Cuba will join 20 others
who arrived from Kandahar on Friday. Hundreds are to

it |
Wolfram Stemberg/Assouated Press
Patrick Distin from Wethersfield,
Conn., of the 3/8 Anti Terrorist Marine Expeditionary
Brigade, guards the entrance of the U.S. embassy in
Kabul, Afghanistan, on Sunday.

U.S. Lance Cpl.

be eventually flown to Guantanamo Bay.

Lights at the Kandahar base were shut off except for
low-intensity red and green lighting as the men were
marched onto the plane. Security was tight, with attack
dogs and Humvees with 50-caliber machine guns
patrolling the area.

In Kabul, state-run television reported that
Afghanistan’s interim government had ordered provin-
cial officials to recruit 6,000 men to become the back-
bone of a professional military free of the ethnic and ter-
ritorial divisions that have led to years of conflict.

In Pakistan, ahead of his departure for Kabul, Fazal
Hadi Shinwari, Afghanistan’s newly appointed chief jus-
tice, vowed to sentence bin Laden and fallen Taliban
leader Mullah Mohammed Omar to death if they were
brought before him.

The war remained very much alive in the rugged hills
of Paktia province along the Pakistani border. Daylight
bombing that began in the morning over Zawar, the site
of a suspected underground hide-out of al-Qaida and
Taliban members, continued throughout the day and
intensified at night into what appeared to be the heaviest
attack since last month’s strikes on the Tora Bora cave
complex.

Buried beneath the slate gray mountains on the border
with Pakistan, the Zawar camp has been hit by U.S.
bombs over the past 10 days. It was the base of one of the
Taliban’s senior commanders, Jalaluddin Hagqani.

Sur Gul, security chief of Khost, 20 miles to the south-
east, said the underground passages continue to shelter
Islamic militants — mostly Pakistanis belonging to the
now-banned Jaish-e-Mohammed group, Chechens and
some of bin Laden’s Arab warriors. Locals say Omar and
other Taliban figures may be in the area.

Intelligence reports said al-Qaida fighters had been
using the area to regroup and move out of Afghanistan,
the Pentagon has said.

Villagers say the bombing has been relentless and
deadly. One of them, Noorz Ali, said 15 people were
killed and most of the 35 homes destroyed in his village,
less than two miles from the military camp.

Special forces, sighted several days ago in the Khost
area, remained in the region Sunday, apparently seeking

Taliban and al-Qaida holdouts but refusing to discuss
their mission. Seven soldiers, weighed down with
weapons and communications equipment and accompa-
nied by heavily armed local guards, were sighted meet-
ing with Bacha Khan, the governor of Paktia province.

MUSICAANGELICA

Michael Eagan, Director

Stylus Phantasticus
“The Fantastic Style”

Orchestral Music of the German Baroque

including J.S. Bach's
Brandenburg Concerto #6

Performed on Historical Instruments
featuring

Elizabeth Blumenstock, violin

Come hear why the LA Times called Musica Angelica
“Our area’s best Baroque”
Regular Prices: $25, $22 Seniors, $9 Students
MENTION THIS AD AND RECEIVE $2

TWO FANTASTIC SHOWS

Friday, January 18, 8:00pm
First Presbyterian Church
220 Second Street, Santa Monica

Saturday, January 19, 8:00pm
Holliston Church
1305 East Colorado Blvd, Pasadena

OFF REGULAR TICKET PRICES!

for tickets and information, phone (310) 458-4504
or visit www.MusicaAngelica.org
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NVEWS OF THE WEIRD

by Chuck Shepard

Curriculum considers reading the stars

News of the Weird reported in 2001 that Kepler College in Seattle had won state higher-edu-
cation certification for a curriculum in astrology and that the U.S. Department of Education had
decided that vocational astrology students could qualify for federal loans and grants. Recently,
India's higher-education curriculum planners decided that colleges in that country could offer
courses in astrology at the graduate, post-graduate and research levels, and about 25 programs
have been established. Critics say the policy is an ill-conceived plan by Hindu nationalists to
extend their influence, but a New Delhi astrologer applauded the move, pointing out that astrol-

ogy "seek(s) wisdom which no other science provides."
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100% ORGANIC NEWS ...
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CLASSIFIEDS

ADMIN ASSISTANT to Presi-
dent. Small investment compa-
ny. Requires MS/word,Excel,
AOL, 50-60 wpm., 3-5 years ex-
perience, phones, investor rela-
tions, travel arrangements. Fax
resume (310)827-5541

ESTHETICIAN/MASSAGE
ROOM available in busy hair
and skin salon. Credit card
processing, parking, great envi-
ronment w/ fun people. Call
Peter or just drop by 13114
Washington Blvd., MDR
(310)383-0357

FACILITY MANAGER Small
west side school seeks organ-
ized, motivated manager to su-
pervise crew. Exp. preferred.
32+hours/wk. AM’s  Mon-Fri,
some flexibility, call (310)451-
5657

FINISH CARPENTERS Experi-
ence in fine custom residential
required, 3yrs minimum. Must
have references & tools.
Call(310)822-0685, fax ref. to
(310) 822-0785

FLORAL DESIGNER needed
for flower shop in Century City.
Please call (310)785-0669
GENERAL OFFICE Assistant
for busy Marina Del Rey travel
office. Microsoft Word, Excel.
Contact: Billy (310)823-7979

HAIR STYLIST, ESTHETICIAN
& RECEPTIONIST wanted for
Campus Cuts salon at UCLA. 2
positions open. Stylist Minimun
2 years experience. (310)206-
4770

JIFFY LUBE
Customer Service
Join the best and be part of the
J-Team. F/T, P/T & Flex.
hours. Santa Monica location.
Retail cashier/calculator exper
w/ computer knowledge helpful.
Valid Calif. DL/English required.
Competitive wages
w/health/dental/401k & vacation
benefits. Must pass
physical/drug exam. EOE
(562)806-4948

MANICURIST FOR Busy Santa
Monica Salon. Full-time, com-
mission or rented. Open 9am-
8pm. (310)450-8669
MANICURIST FOR busy up-
scale Brentwood Salon. Lots of
walk-ins. Can build very quickly
full time rent or commission call
(310)471-5555

NIGHT MANAGER needed for
Santa Monica Restaurant. Ex-
perience a must. Please fax re-
sume to (310)393-6840

PARALEGAL W/3 years or
more experience; self-starter,
assertive and organized; able to
handle heavy client contact;
suitable writing skills required,;
Pl experience necessary; medi-
cal record review exp,; bilingual
Spanish a plus. Please email
resume to kgallo@biren.com

RECEPTIONIST FOR busy up-

scale Brentwood Salon. Full-
time, Tues. - Sat. Position
starts  January 1 2002.

(310)471-5555

RETIRE IN two years with a six
figure residual income. Part
Time and Full Time. (888)412-
6921

REWARDING SALES CA-
REER. Int'l firm with 16 years
success track record seeks ex-
perienced business person M/F
to sponsor & coach clients on
maximizing & protecting wealth.
Comprehensive training & sup-
port. Call Mr. Kenedy
(800)600-5149

UPSCALE MONTANA Ave. sal-
on has 2 stations available for
rental. $300 / week with sham-
poo assistant. (310)451-3710

SONY 27 inch TV. Stereo
speakers. Excellent condition.
$200 (310)451-0498

SONY VAIO R505JSlaptop.
850 MHz, 30G, CDRW/DVD,
256 MB RAM, 10/100, Windows
XP, 12.1” Active Matrix screen.
Super thin, super light and su-
per fast! $2000 (orig. $2496).
Chris (310)821-5611

Boats

20" CAL: Good condition. Com-
pletely stock. Xtra Geona sail.
Motor. Incl. cust. trailer. $1900
(310)391-4051

24’ ISLANDER ‘66: 6hp Evin-
rude, 6-gal metal tank, radio,
galley, sleeps 4 $1990 obo
(310)645-3104

27'BAYLINER  BUCCANEER
Great live-aboard, very spa-
cious, aft cabin MUST SELL!
$5950 obo. (310)417-4141

Wanted

HOUSE SITTING position want-
ed. Santa Monica. Westside.
Will water lawn and plants.
Feed and walk pets. Collect
mail and newspapers. Maintain
household. Compensation flex-
ible. Contact Elliot (310)661-
9155

27" CATALINA, Immac liva-
boad/Cruiser. Many  xtras.
MdR slip. $6900 obo (310)892-
4616

VENICE HOUSE 3+3 710 Cali-
fornia Avenue Front. All new
kitchen. Large balcony off up-
per bedrooms. Dining Rm, Liv
Rm wi/fireplace. W&D. 3 car
parking. CCTV at front gate.
Nice yard. No dogs. $3692
310-821-2589

W. LA: 2464 Barrington Ave.
4bd/4ba Very Lrg unit, spa-
cious closets, marble counters,
stove, refrig, d/w, nu paint, frplc,
gtd prkg intercom entry, eleva-

tor. W/D in unit. Open daily.
$2695. Mgr. Call: (310)390-
9401

BRAND NEW state of the art
building in the heart of Santa
Monica with live/work apts. Two
full baths, WI/D, stove, dish-
washer, microwave, granite
countertops, tile floors & under-
ground parking. 1-2 bedroom
layouts wired for computer and
high-speed Internet access,
multiple phone lines. Reception
services and personal tele-
phone answering. Use of huge
balconies, conference rooms,
hi-speed printers/copiers, AV
equipment & everything for of-
fice needs is included. Secreta-
rial services if required. Located
in Santa Monica at 16th &
Broadway within a mile of SM
Pier, 3rd St. Promenade and
Watergarden office complex.
Please direct all inquiries to
310-526-0315 or email
info@1610broadway.com.

MDR LUXURY Silver Strand
Ocean view, Lrg 2bdr, 2ba.
Frplc D/W, pool, A/C, tennis,
sauna, spa, sec, nr bch. $2300.
(310)306-0363

OFFICE SUBLET; 1, 2, or 3 of-
fices available. Great location
in Santa Monica starting @
$450.00/month. available imm-
ed. Steve (310)392-6100

PDR MANITOBA West 2bdr +
loft Condo. New crpt/paint.
Pool, spa, hot tub tennis, pad-
dle tennis, gym. Available now.
$1700mo Agt Sheila: (310)338-
1311

PDR: LUXURY Condo 2bd/2ba,
frplc, 2 balc, pools, jacuzzi, sau-
na, W/D in unit, racquet ball
courts, security parking, exer-
cise room, all appliances, 1
year lease $1750 (310)871-
7812

S.M.: 2+1, 3 blocks to beach.
Huge balcony, parkay floors,
Indry, prkg. Ocean view. $2100.
(310)399-1273

SANTA MONICA LAW OFFICE
OCEAN PARK Rent includes
window office, secry bay, law li-
brary & add’l charges: Westlaw,
postage, copy machine, fax,
DSL connection. Maloney &
Mullen, PC (310)392-7047

SM $1800 2+2. Approxi-
mately 1100s.f. 2 car enclosed
gar. No. of Wilshire Bl. Walk to
Montana Shops. 2020 Wash-
ington Ave. Call: (310)395-1880

SM $1395 Spacious 2 Bdrm 1
Ba with prkg. New carpet. 501
Raymond Ave. (310)573-7452

SM $1400 Lg 2 bdrm 1 ba,
hrdwd fl, lots of closets, stove,
prkg, Idry rm Quiet area
(310)396-1644

STUDIO SPACE FOR LEASE
avail 1500sf Santa Monica. AM,
Eves, Sun, for classes, work-
shops, meetings. E. Pico, Am-
ple Parking. Karen 310-396-
5990

VENICE BEACH Lrg 1+1 apt.
Enclosed patio, 1/2 block to
beach. N/p wistv & refrig $1250
(310)641-1149

VENICE: $1350 1Bdr + 1Ba
Hdwd floors. W/D in unit. 1128
6th Ave. No pets. (310)399-
7235

VENICE HOUSE 2+1+office.
710 California Ave. Rear.
Stove, frig, m/w, w&d. Ceiling
fans. 2 car parking. Nice patio.
No Dogs. 310-821-2589

VENICE HOUSE for rent
$1975. 3+1 Approx. 1000s.f.
Hrdwd & carpets. Remodeled
kitchen, pvt. garden. Very
clean. New appliances, inside
WI/D. 2477 Walnut Ave.

Call: (310)395-1880

VENICE: 2bdrm+2bath, park-
ing,1 block from beach, mini
bar, $1700 + sec. dep.
(310)305-9659

VENICE: DUPLEX 2+1 WI/D,
appliances, hardwood floors
$1700 2 blocks to Abbot Kin-
ney. N/P 627 San Juan Ave.
(310)399-7235

VENICE: Lrg 1+1 wigrt lite.
Huge closet, stove, W/D on site.
Off the canals. $1325
(310)305-8109

VENICE: 3+2, Lrg, sunny up-
per unit, 4 plex. French doors,
balcony, parking. $2100
(310)581-5379

VENICE: ON BOARDWALK
Sec. building. Clean 1bd/loft
bdrm+1.2 level balcony.
wivu.frig, stv., D/W, Indry, gtd,
prkg. $1850. (310)823-6349

W. LA 2464 Barrington 3bdr,
3ba Lrg rooms, all appliances
included. Fireplace, marble
countertops, in unit W/D. Gated
parking elevator, intercom en-
try. $2195. OPEN DAILY. Mgr.
Call: (310)390-9401

Commercial Lease

BRAND NEW, state of the art
executive suites in the heart of
Santa Monica. All offices have
operable windows, 18-ft. high
ceilings, view of ocean & mtns.
Wired for computer and hi-
speed Internet access, multiple
phone lines. Reception services
& personal phone answering.
Use of huge balconies, confer-
ence rooms, hi-speed
printer/copiers, AV equipment &
everything for office needs in-
cluded. Secretarial services if
required. Located in SM at 16th
& Broadway, within a mile of
SM Pier, 3rd St. Promenade &
Watergarden office complex.
Please direct all inquiries to
310-526-0315 or email
info@1610broadway.com.

Vehicles for sale

1970 VW Bug in good condi-
tion, new floors, upholstery.
$1800 or best offer.  Call
(323)259-8500

96 VOLVO 850 turbo, teal blue
with tan interior 61,000 miles
(310)280-0840

Services

AT YOUR SERVICE!
Professional Personal Assis-
tant. Strong office skills. Great
references, reliable transporta-
tion. (310)452-4310

BUSINESS WRITER/MEDIA re-
lations specialist: offers 16
years experience in public rela-
tions and investor relations
available for short and long-ter
m assignments. Call Jane to-
day to implement strategy for
improved media coverage and
increased customer/investor in-
terest (310)452-4310

CHAUFFEUR SANTA Monica
resident. Full or P/T. Will drive
your auto. Excellent driving re-
cord. (310)451-0498

CHILD & ELDERLY CARE: Ex-
perienced Mature, female, veg-
etarian available immeadiately
for caregiving. Xlnt references.
Call Omanasa (310)314-8248

TENNIS LESSONS Learn the
game of tennis (effortlessly).
Have fun! Get in shape.
Group/private. Call Now! Intro
lesson free. Certified Instructor
(310)388-3722

The State-Of-The-Art

Videoconferencing Solution

Fixed 30 frames per second
Currently being used by; The
US Navy, Smithsonian Institu-
tion, the Mayors office in San
Diego and New York, The Uni-
fied School District of San Die-
go, Police and Fire Depart-
ments, Warner Brothers, CNN
and Turner Networks. Call to-
day: West Coast Video Phone
(310)392-0799

CHILD CARE: Mature, intelli-
gent, kind & compassionate.
Former nursery school experi-
ence. References available.
Audry Norris (310)854-2053

COMPUTER DOCTOR - Re-
pairs, Tutoring, Web Design,

Patient, Reliable. Russell
(310)709-7595
DESIGN DRAWINGS Interior-

Exterior.  Drawings can help
you avoid costly mistakes &
better visualize your remodel
projects. 30 years experience.
References. (310)836-4797

ELDERLY CARE PROVIDER
Living in Santa Monica, immedi-
ately available for full or part
time work. References availa-
ble upon request. Please call
Lita (310)394-3197

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTANT
available to come to your
home/business and help clean-
up, free-up and organize your fi-
nances. Professional services
included; Quicken / Quickbooks
set-up and management, estab-
lishing on-line banking services,
accounting, payroll, employee
benefits and other professional
matters. Flexible weekly /
monthly programs and excellent
references. Please call Roland.
(310)230-2341

FRIENDLY & SKILLED Com-
puter Support Services. Setup,
upgrade, internet connections &
networks. Home or Office,
Westide (310)663-3644. Rea-
sonable Rates.

GARDEN CONSULTANT Mov-
ing? Add thousands of $$$'s to
property value by enhancing
curb appeal. Let me help. Res-
onable rates & references.
Free Estimate. Mary Kay Gor-
don (310)264-0272

TUTORING
K-12 academics, K-adult com-
puter, Learning Disabilities Spe-
cialist. Reasonable rates. Wise
Owl Education (310)209-9032

Business Opps

$1500/MO. PT - $4500-
$7200/mo. FT Intl Company
needs Supervisors & Assis-
tants. Full training. Free infor-
mation. (866)412-8036  or
www.kes-homebusiness.com

ATTENTION: WORK from
home. $500 - $2500/mo PT.
$3k - $7k/mo FT. Free booklet.
(800) 935-5041.
Dreamtimeisnow.com

EARN A VERY HIGH CASH
FLOW. Lend @10% to a fast
growing firm & get your money
back in 16-19 months, + earn a
royalty of 7 TIMES loan
amount, 60% annual return. I'll
show you this is real over lunch.
$25K min. Elliot (310)745-3512

IF YOUR not afraid to speak in
front of small groups & like the
idea of unlimited income. Call
(877)772-7729 independent as-
soc.

SALES ENTREPRENEURS
wanted. Gourmet Coffee/Es-
presso Industry. Invest only
your time and skill, unlimited in-
come. (310)675-0717

Health/Beauty

VIACREME FOR  women
works! Developed and recom-
mended by gynecologists. Or-
der vc.com. (310)312-0662

KNITTING LESSONS Yarn,
Supplies, Patterns, Finishing &
Design, STICH & ROW, Knitting
Arts Center, 15200 Sunset
Blvd., Suite 111, Pacific Pali-
sades (310)230-9902

PET STOPS WEST Boston’s
Finest Daily and Vacation pet
sitting service for over a decade
comes to Santa Monica. Li-
censed, bonded, insured.
(310)264-7193

SPANISH TEACHER/TUTOR,
Santa Monica native speaker w/
M.A. from U. of MI Berlitz
trained. Convers/Grammer, all
levels/ages. Fun. Lissette
(310)260-1255

MONICA LYNN DEVITO
05/01/56 Please call home im-
meadiatly.  Others with info
email: moniphome@aol.com

Lost & Found

FOUND - set of keys with silver
metal flower keychain. Found
at 601 California. Please call
(310)458-7737.

REWARD - Lost set of Cadillac
keys on colored key ring with
automatic door opener. Please
call (310)395-9341

JOIN THE CLASSIEST GIG IN TOWN!
With the classiest representative in town ...
Call Angela at the Santa Monica Daily Press

and place your classified ad today!

310.458.7737 ext.101
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BY BRIAN BERGSTEIN

AP Business Writer

SUNNYVALE, Calif. — When you’ve spent millions
of dollars and nearly six years trying to turn science-fic-
tion fantasy into reality, little bits of progress are huge
developments.

So it’s understandable that the inventor of a personal
flying machine is touting his most recent breakthrough
— getting the 325-pound SoloTrek a few feet off the
ground for 19 seconds — as a test “flight.”

“We have to walk before we can run,” said inventor
Michael Moshier, a former Navy pilot and aerospace
engineer whose project is supported by NASA and the
military. “We’re getting more confident, and not yet tak-
ing it too far before we get too comfortable.”

The 8-foot-tall SoloTrek Exo-Skeletor Flying Vehicle
has a gasoline engine that drives two large fans, which
are surrounded by metal ducts to improve their acrody-
namic efficiency. The pilot flies it in a standing position
and controls its movement with two joysticks.

The machine is designed to go 80 mph and fly 150
miles on one tank of gas. Moshier plans to add a global
positioning system for navigation, mechanisms to pre-
vent pilots from running out of gas in the air and a para-
chute-equipped ejector seat.

Moshier and his 10 employees at Millennium Jet Inc.
have fired up the SoloTrek a few times in front of the
company’s headquarters on an industrial cul-de-sac in
Sunnyvale, drawing astonished looks from passers-by.
He hasn’t yet invited reporters to see a liftoff in person,
but he has a video clip of the longest flight, which hap-
pened Dec. 18.

The video shows Moshier, with his pants flapping in

the wind from the SoloTrek’s air fans, getting the
machine to hover about three feet off the ground. For
Moshier’s safety and the protection of his sole prototype,
the SoloTrek was tethered to a crane and to poles on the
ground.

Moshier plans to test the SoloTrek without any leash-
es within a few months.

“At this point, he has shown remarkable progress in
getting as far as he has in such a relatively short amount
of time,” said William Warmbrodt, chief of aerome-
chanics at the nearby NASA Ames Research Center.

Warmbrodt’s team has helped Moshier research his [

project and let him use an Ames wind tunnel. “I think it
holds genuine promise.”

The Defense Department is giving Moshier $5 mil-
lion over three years in hopes that the SoloTrek some-
day can help soldiers get in and out of dangerous spots
quickly. Moshier says he is on schedule to deliver a pro-
totype to U.S. Special Forces by the end of 2003.

He also plans to begin developing an unmanned ver-
sion of the SoloTrek known as the MULE, which he
believes can serve as a flying beast of burden for troops.
But that depends on whether he can line up more
investors, because the military’s $5 million is not
enough.

Of course, unless they suffer from acrophobia, poten-
tial investors are sure to ask whether they ever will be
able to ride a SoloTrek. Moshier believes consumer use
is a possibility someday.

But technology forecaster Paul Saffo, a director of
the Institute for the Future in Menlo Park, isn’t so sure.
He wonders whether SoloTreks can be made idiot-proof
enough to persuade government regulators the

Julie Jacobson/Associated Press

Millennium Jet Inc. president and chief executive
officer Michael Moshier mans the controls of the
SoloTrek Exo-Skeletor Flying Vehicle while showing
it outside the company building Friday in
Sunnyvale, Calif. Moshier recently managed a
breakthrough with his experimental personal flying
craft hovering the 325-pound SoloTrek a few feet off
the ground for 19 seconds, as a test “flight.”

machines are safe.

“The moment you move through three dimensions,
that takes special skills,” Saffo said. “So what this is is a
specialty for military, police and less obvious things —
like power line inspection. If it works as advertised, this
could be a high-performance, low-cost alternative to
things people try to use helicopters for today.”
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