
Judge ‘Dread’ gives
bandit 1,200 years 
By Daily Press staff

TORRANCE — The man
known to authorities as “The
Dreadlocks Bandit” and con-
victed of robbing dozens of
banks — including two in
Santa Monica — was sen-
tenced to 1,210 years in prison
on Wednesday.

David Lee Robinson robbed

BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

PCH — A $24 million public
beach club has been designed to
incorporate both the old and new
— reflecting the historical aspects
of what was once a grandiose
mansion built by newspaper
mogul William Randolph Hearst,
while at the same time factoring in

the community’s needs of today.
Perhaps one of the more popu-

lar amenities at 415 PCH — also
known as the old Marion Davies
estate — will be the public pool
and pool house. The pool will have
colorful tiles reminiscent of the
designs at Hearst Castle and the
surrounding marble will be reha-
bilitated, according to city staff. 

The City Council on Tuesday

approved the schematic plans for
the project, which were prepared
by Frederick Fisher and Partners,
the project’s design architect.
Frederick Fisher and Partners is an
internationally-recognized archi-
tecture firm based in West Los
Angeles, and specializes in art-
related design, historic building

Rendering courtesy of Frederick Fisher & Partners, Architects
STRAIGHT CHILLIN’: The pool area as it may look once work is completed on the $24 million beach club project at 415 PCH.

Unpaid graves and
positive reviews stir
Woodlawn hearing
BY RYAN HYATT
Daily Press Staff Writer

PUBLIC SAFETY BUILDING —
Santa Monica’s former funeral
director, who was fired for incompe-
tence and possible ethical transgres-
sions, continued to receive excellent
performance reviews all the way up
until being shown the door.

That’s according to testimony
heard on Tuesday amid a multi-
day personnel board hearing in
which Michael Steen is appealing
his termination. Steen was fired
this past fall after three audits
revealed the management of
Woodlawn Cemetery’s finances
was not in line with general
accounting practices. In addition,
City officials believe Steen was
acting unethically by promoting
and benefiting from his domestic

■ In New Braunfels, Texas, in
November, Robert Villarreal, 34, was
sentenced to 50 years in prison after he
sold drugs to the same undercover offi-
cer for the third time in a 14-year peri-
od. He had actually argued “entrap-
ment,” claiming that for the first sale, in
1988, he was so young that he should-
n’t be expected to remember later what
the officer looked like.
■ In September, Washington, D.C.,
police charged George Haynes with
three robberies and suspect he is the
man who committed two dozen more
in the area since being paroled in
2004. Haynes was fingered for the lat-
est robberies after he violated parole in
July and was fitted with a global posi-
tioning satellite tracking device, linked
to his ankle monitor. He apparently
was not aware that police then knew
his whereabouts 24 hours a day, to
within a few feet, and found that
Haynes was in the exact area of the
three robberies at the exact, odd hours
in which they occurred. 

Today is the 12th day of 2006.
There are 353 days left in the year. 

On Jan. 12, 1945, during World War II,
Soviet forces began a huge offensive
against the Germans in Eastern
Europe.
In 1861, Alabama seceded from the
Union. 
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2444 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 102

Santa Monica, CA 90403

GABY SCHKUD
The name you can depend on!

Serving sellers and buyers

on the Westside.

(310) 586-0308

THE UNDER $10 
DINNER SPECIAL
Served from 4pm - 10pm

1433 Wilshire Blvd at 15th St
310-394-1131

Back by popular demand...

01578836

Canvassing the area

Death on the installment plan

Fabian Lewkowicz/Daily Press
Art student Oren Copper, 85, paints in Palisades Park on Wednesday during a Santa Monica College Emeritus water
painting class. The outdoor, “plein air” session placed emphasis on bold, direct and spontaneous painting. 

See WOODLAWN, page 6

Grounds for appeal along PCH

See 415 PCH, page 9 See BANDIT, page 8

Photo courtesy of the FBI
David Robinson, aka ‘The Dread-
lock Bandit,’ is seen here robbing
California National Bank in Glen-
dale on Sept. 15, 2004.



ARIES (March 21-April 19)
★★★ Center yourself, if you can. Don’t

take on any more work or projects. In fact, you
might need a day off by yourself. Feel free to do
just that. You cannot always be a workhorse. You
might get a sudden insight that could change a
domestic situation or impact an investment.
Tonight: Happy at home.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
★★★★★ Speak your mind and talk

about what you want. You could be surprised by
a friend. A result that you thought was pre-
dictable might not happen. Open your eyes to dif-
ferent styles and ways. You could be delighted if
you do. Tonight: Visit with a pal.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★★ Your possessive side could

impact you more than you think. Investigate new
ways of handling your finances. You might want
to spend money on your public and/or profes-
sional image. Be willing to follow another’s lead.
Tonight: Gather your bills.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
★★★★★ Your dynamic personality

emerges. You have been unusually resourceful.
News from a distance could invigorate your ener-
gy and cause much excitement. New possibilities
knock on your door. Detach before making a
decision. Tonight: You are personality plus.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
★★★ Know when you need to lie back.

Taking an assertive stand could be the wrong
action right now. A key person in your life could
be surprisingly unpredictable. Listen more care-
fully to someone’s suggestion. You will learn
where he or she is coming from. Tonight: Lie
back.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
★★★ Instigate a surprise, and you could

be delighted by a special person’s reaction. You
seem to be tuned in to what works and when to
act. A meeting might be key to your success. Do
whatever is necessary here. Tonight: Where your
pals are.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
★★★★ Be flexible and willing to try

someone’s idea. A responsive attitude draws
positive feedback and a sense of camaraderie.
You might want to accept greater responsibility if
you can still remain flexible. Excitement sur-
rounds a decision. If you’re feeling nervous, take
a walk. Tonight: In the limelight.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
★★★★★ Through using your intellect

and ability to detach, you might come up with a
surprising idea. Your emotional response tells you
where you need to stand back. Your ingenuity
soars. A relationship could be exciting, especially
if making unusual plans. Tonight: Think “vaca-
tion.”

SAGGITARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
★★★ Deal with others more directly. You

find that a one-on-one discussion is much more
successful than you’d anticipated. Have confi-
dence and be willing to adjust and flex. You will
add a spring to your step. Tonight: Be a duo.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
★★★★ Others want to be close to you.

You might have difficulty dealing with your popu-
larity. Many calls and requests come in. Listen to
others, but feel free to define your boundaries.
You might even surprise yourself. Tonight: Go
along with another’s idea.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
★★★★ Focus on each task at hand, and

you’ll get way ahead. Expenses are a bit higher
than you thought. Listen to an associate; you’ll
get powerful feedback. You accomplish a lot
more than you expected to. Tonight: Get some
exercise.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
★★★★★ Your imagination and creativity

allow you to walk a different path. You come up
with ideas and are more ingenious and creative
than you ever imagined. A new acquaintance or
child requires a lot of your time. Tonight: Be more
childlike.

Page 2 ❑ Thursday, January 12, 2006 ❑ Santa Monica Daily Press

PUBLISHER

Ross Furukawa  . . . . . . . . .ross@smdp.com

EDITOR

Carolyn Sackariason  . . . .editor@smdp.com

STAFF WRITER

Ryan Hyatt  . . . . . . . . . . . .ryanh@smdp.com

SANTA MONICA PARENTING

Nina Furukawa  . . . . . . . . .nina@smdp.com

STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Fabian Lewkowicz

NEWS CLERK

Michelle Lanz  . . . . . . .michelle@smdp.com

ADVERTISING ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE

Robbie P. Piubeni  . . . . . . . .rob@smdp.com

ADVERTISING ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE

Rob Schwenker  . . . .schwenker@smdp.com

ADVERTISING ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE

Stewart O’Dell . . . . . . .stewarto@smdp.com

TRAFFIC MANAGER

Connie Sommerville  . . .connies@smdp.com

PRODUCTION MANAGER

Alejandro Cesar Cantarero II . . . . . . .alex@smdp.com

NIGHT EDITOR

Lori Luechtefeld . . . . . . . . . .lori@smdp.com

NIGHT EDITOR

Michael Tittinger  . . . .MoNeY.T.LaRoK@$mdp.¢hum

CLASSIFIEDS SALES MANAGER

Annie Kotok  . . . . . . . . . .anniek@smdp.com

CIRCULATION 

Keith Wyatt

CIRCULATION

Glenn Bolan

SPECIAL PROJECTS

Dave Danforth . . . . . . . . . .dave@smdp.com

MASCOT

Maya Furukawa  . . . . . . . .maya@smdp.com

Published Monday through Saturday
Phone: (310) 458-PRESS (7737) • Fax: (310) 576-9913

1427 Third Street Promenade, Ste. #202 • Santa Monica, CA 90401 • www.smdp.com

Santa Monica Daily Press

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS The stars show the kind of day you’ll Have:
★★★★★-Dynamic  ★★★★-Positive  ★★★-Average  ★★-So-so  ★-Difficult

Happy at home, Aries

2729 WILSHIRE BLVD., SANTA MONICA CA
Ph. (310) 828-4511             w w w . t i n d e r b o x s a n t a m o n i c a . c o m

MON-FRI. 9:30-7PMSAT: 9:30-6PMSUN: 11-4PM
THE ORIGINALEST. 1928

EXPERT PIPE & LIGHTER REPAIR
Gifts Imported from 22 countries

WE FEATURE THE WORLD’S FINEST IMPORTED PIPES

A U D I T  P E N D I N G

Santa Monica Daily Press

HOROSCOPE

MERCEDES BENZ TAXI SERVICE

(310) 828-4200
EURO TAXI

O F  S A N T A  M O N I C A

• OUR FARES AVERAGE 20% LESS
THAN MOST OTHER LOCAL TAXI CO.

• CLEAN CARS - VANS ALSO AVAILABLE   
FOR LARGER PARTIES

• ALL OF OUR DRIVERS SPEAK
CONVERSATIONAL ENGLISH

• 24/7 DISPATCH

• ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

$26.00

FLAT TO LAX
FROM SM

Craig S. Cohen. M.D.
8420 SANTA MONICA BLVD     310/623-7370

HOUSE CALLS AND SAME DAY APPOINTMENTS

Complimentary, Confidential Consultation • Encrypted Medical Record
Compassionate Care, Expert Advice • Follows California Medical Board Guidelines

MEDICAL MARIJUANA EVALUATIONS

LEGALIZE YOURSELF

01590548



LOCAL

Officials are giving renewed consideration to con-
struction of a subway line that would run from down-
town Los Angeles to the beaches of Santa Monica.
Leaders at City Hall say they are generally supportive
of the 15-mile underground transit line that would
free up commuters from freeway gridlock, though
there is some debate as to exactly what path the
transit line should take. Some officials say a monorail
system might make more sense for the area.

So this week, Q-Line wants to know, “If plans
for a mass-transit line between downtown Los
Angeles and Santa Monica go forward, what
shape should they take?”

Call (310) 285-8106 before Friday at 5 p.m. and
we’ll print your responses in the weekend edition.
Please try to limit your comments to a minute or less.
It might help to think first about the wording of your
response.

Sponsored by...
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The Galley
Rediscover The Galley’s genuine

service while experiencing our new
weekend brunch served on our

beautiful outdoor patio.
Serving Brunch from 11AM-4PM

Full Bar-Best Bloody Mary’s in Santa Monica
(310) 452-1934

2442 Main Street • Santa Monica

EST. 1934

SURF CENTER santa monica

bCore Surf/Lifestyle Shop bbCore Surf/Lifestyle Shop b
1451 THIRD STREET PROMENADE
IN SANTA MONICA • 310.656.CURL

SNOW AND SURF REPORTS

SATURDAY
Low Tide: 10:41AM 1.1FT 9:25PM 1.7FT
High Tide: 3.29AM 5.2FT 4:29PM 3.0FT

SUNDAY
Low Tide: 11:55AM 0.4FT 10:27PM 2.2FT
High Tide: 4:22AM 5.4FT 6:16PM 3.0FT

MONDAY
Low Tide: 12:52PM -0.2FT 11:28PM 2.4FT
High Tide: 5:13AM 5.7FT 7:32PM 3.2FT

TUESDAY
Low Tide: 1:38PM -0.7FT N/A
High Tide: 6:00AM 6.0FT 8:24PM 3.4FT

WEDNESDAY
Low Tide: 12:23AM 2.5FT 2:53PM -0.9FT
High Tide: 6:44AM 6.0FT 9:04PM 3.7FT

THURSDAY
Low Tide: 1:10AM 2.5FT 2:53PM -1.0FT
High Tide: 7:24AM 6.1FT 9:36PM 3.7FT

FRIDAY
Low Tide: 1:50AM 2.4FT 3:26PM -1.0FT
High Tide: 8:01AM 6.1FT 10:05PM 3.7FT

TIDE FORECAST FOR SANTA MONICA

CONDITIONS WATER TEMP: 58°
DATA PROVIDED BY WETSAND.COM

SURF AND SNOW QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS? EMAIL ALEX@SMDP.COM

CONDITIONS
DATA PROVIDED BY ONTHESNOW.COM

SWELL FORECAST (3-4 FT)

Thursday the 12th this swell will fade with only waist to possibly
chest high sets. 

LONG RANGE SYNOPSIS

NW swell peaks tomorrow... 

NW swell fills in during the weekend but... 

Tracking NW for middle of next week...

BEAR MOUNTAIN
NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 0” 12”-12” 8:30am - 4:00pm 10 9/12

CONDITIONS: Packed Powder, Machine Made, Machine Groomed, Loose Granular

JUNE MOUNTAIN
NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 0” 60" - 84" 8:30am - 4:00pm 35 6/6

CONDITIONS: Packed Powder, Machine Groomed

MAMMOTH MOUNTAIN
NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 0” 120" - 144" 8:30 am - 4:00 pm 150 25/28

CONDITIONS: Packed Powder, Machine Groomed

MOUNTAIN HIGH
NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 0” 12”-12” 8:00 am - 10:00 pm 12 9/16

CONDITIONS: Machine Made, Machine Groomed, Hard Packed, Thin Cover

MT. BALDY
NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 0” 6”-12” 8:00 am - 4:30 pm 4 2/4

CONDITIONS: Packed Powder, Machine Made

SNOW SUMMIT
NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 0” 12”-12” 8:00 am - 4:30 pm 10 9/13

CONDITIONS: Packed Powder, Machine Made, Machine Groomed, Loose Granular

SNOW VALLEY
NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 0” 12”-12” 8:30 am - 4:00 pm 2 4/11

CONDITIONS: Machine Groomed

Since 1967
Quality & Value Always!

310-399-7892
2732 Main St.

Santa Monica

Open 6am - 2:30pm Mon. - Fri.
6am - 4pm Sat. - Sun.

Eating right =
Positive Energy

TAXES
ALL FORMS • ALL TYPES • ALL STATES

AUDITS • BACK TAXES • BOOKKEEPING • SMALL BUSINESS

SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA
(310) 395-9922

100 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1800
Santa Monica 90401

Got ‘game?’ Art Institute center is drawing interest
By Daily Press staff

A local art school is celebrating the opening of a new center focused on game
development and animation.

The Game Center at The Art Institute of California in Los Angeles welcomes
professionals in the fields of game development and animation, members of the
media and students of game art to examine the latest state-of-the-art game develop-
ment tools and software. The Game Center showcases new video games and game
stations, a motion-capture system and related educational and informational mater-
ial including books, board games, magazines and DVDs.

The opening celebration will be held on Jan. 26 from 4 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. An invi-
tation-only reception will follow.

The Art Institute of California in Los Angeles is located at 2900 31st St.

Speaking out for those in need
By Daily Press staff

Local groups are working toward improving community self-help and recovery
resources.

Ruth Hollman, executive director of the self-help and recovery exchange
(SHARE), the support group clearinghouse for Los Angeles County, was the
keynote speaker at the LA County Sober Living Coalition’s (LACSLC’s) monthly
meeting at the Westside Pavilion on Jan. 5.

Hollman was invited to talk on the county’s need to develop and operate a wide
variety of community self-help and recovery resources, including more self-help
support group centers, community drop-in centers and sober living homes.

“Sober living homes are extremely important,” said Hollman, who also is presi-
dent of the national network of mutual help centers. “Because they provide a safe and
healthy place for recovering people to associate and to live with other sober people.”

Three representatives from the LA County Department of Mental Health, which
funds SHARE, were on hand to answer questions and to provide information and
support for community self-help and recovery resource development.

“The department of mental health and the sober living network (SLN) will iden-
tify and quality-assure the safe, healthy, and ethically managed sober living homes,”
said Ken Schonlau, volunteer project director of SLN, which is located in Santa
Monica and provides information, training, technical support, and advocacy for
more than 300 sober living homes in the counties of Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside
and San Bernardino.

In March 2005, Los Angeles County contracted with SHARE to expand its pro-
gram because of the success the Mar Vista center has had in turning people’s lives

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Photo courtesy
(Left to right): Michael Saliba, president of the Los Angeles County Sober Living Coalition;
Ruth Hollman, executive director of SHARE, the self-help and recovery exchange; and Ken
Schonlau, volunteer project director of the sober living network.

See BRIEFS, page 9
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Opinion piece left reader wronged
Editor:

To the extent that major newspapers across the country influence public opinion
— presumably based on rational viewpoints and truthful facts — the Los Angeles
Times has failed miserably.  

The opinion piece by Saree Makdisi “The Whitewashing of Ariel Sharon,” (Los
Angeles Times, Jan. 7) is full of distortions and untruths — words used in ways
intended to leave a false impression. It serves only to misinform and prejudice the
reader.  

Makdisi should stick to teaching English and comparative literature, and not try
to pass him/herself off as an expert in the history and background of the Israeli-Arab
conflict surrounding the state of Israel.  Since Makdisi apparently is deemed quali-
fied to teach at UCLA by dint of pertinent credentials, I can only surmise that he/she
is a product of utterly biased teachings. Makdisi should have researched the facts —
the truth — before writing this piece. In any event, this opinion piece is not worthy
of being published in any newspaper.

George Epstein
Los Angeles

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

OPINIONS EXPRESSED are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials
from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention to publish
all letters we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to editor@smdp.com.
All letters must include the author’s name and telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices locat-
ed at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Suite 202, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest editorials are sub-
ject to editing for space and content.

The fact that Harriet Miers was
forced to withdraw her name for a
Supreme Court seat raises real concerns
about the nomination process. Before
the American people could even hear
what she had to say in her testimony
before Congress, she was completely
demonized by right-wing interest
groups. And of course the media, with a
giddy zeal, attempted to find out every
personal tidbit about this lady in expos-
ing any weaknesses. Now, the exacting
and wearisome nomination process
begins again, this time with Samuel
Alito. Because of Alito’s conservative
record, some in Congress are threaten-
ing a fight over the Alito nomination.

However, with all the scrutiny and
attention paid to possible Supreme
Court justices in today’s media, some of
the greatest judges to ever sit on the
Supreme Court would never have made
it to the bench.

For example, Justice Hugo Black was
a staunch advocate for the Bill of Rights.
During the anti-communist McCarthy
era of the 1950s, Black consistently
voted to uphold the First Amendment
rights of those brought under the heavy
hand of the government. He also wrote
the unanimous opinion in the 1963 case
of Gideon vs. Wainwright, which guar-
anteed the right of all defendants to be
represented by a lawyer in state criminal
trials. Black was famous for pulling a
pocket Constitution from inside his coat
jacket and liberally quoting from it.

However, in the 1920s, Black was a
member of the Ku Klux Klan. In 1921,
he defended Klansmen accused of mur-
dering a priest. Although he later dis-
avowed his membership in the Klan, in
today’s over-scrutinized attention paid to
the background of potential nominees,
Black would have been slaughtered like
a sacrificial lamb on the altar of politics.

When Earl Warren was a district
attorney, he was noted for being “tough
on crime.” And later as the Republican
governor of California, Warren exuded
a conservative bias. But President
Eisenhower was surprised that Warren
turned out to be more liberal than he
appeared. 

Indeed, it was Chief Justice Warren
who wrote the opinion in the landmark
decision of Brown vs. Board of
Education in 1954, which did away with
the segregation of public schools.

He also wrote the opinion in Miranda
vs. Arizona, which required that the
rights of people arrested be explained to
them, including the right to an attorney
— often called the “miranda warnings.”
Warren later headed up the Warren
Commission to investigate the circum-
stances of John Kennedy’s assassina-
tion. But when he was governor of
California, he supported the internment
of Japanese-Americans in concentration
camps during World War II. Because of
this, it is quite unlikely that he would
ever have made it to the Supreme Court.

One of the complaints lodged against
Miers was that she was never a judge.
However, Robert Jackson, considered
one of the great Supreme Court justices

of all time, did not even attend college
and was never a judge. 

Finally, William Rehnquist, whose
vacancy was recently filled by John
Roberts, had a lurid past, some have
argued. While a student at Stanford
University, Jewish classmates were
allegedly outraged by Rehnquist goose-
stepping and “Heil Hitlering” with friends
in front of a dormitory for Jewish stu-
dents. He was an attorney in private prac-
tice in Phoenix, Ariz., in the mid-’50s to
the late ’60s. In 1964, Rehnquist voiced
opposition to the Phoenix City Council’s
proposed Public Accommodation
Ordinance, which permitted blacks to
enter stores and restaurants. In fact,
according to George Brooks, president of
the Phoenix NAACP chapter from 1963
to 1972, one evening when he and other
civil-rights activists were picketing in
front of the Arizona State House,
Rehnquist emerged from the building.

“He remonstrated against us,”
Brooks said. Others have testified to the
altercation, which Rehnquist says didn’t
happen — even claiming under oath, to
Brooks’ amusement, that he did not
know anyone by the name of George
Brooks. Several witnesses even stated
under oath that Rehnquist harassed
minority voters in the early 1960s —
primarily black and Hispanic. Rehnquist
also owned property containing restric-
tive covenants barring its sale to non-
whites and Jews. These facts alone
today would destroy any chance of
Rehnquist ever sitting on the Supreme
Court. But he went on to serve on the
court 33 years and was one of the
longest-sitting chief justices ever — 19
years. And while his opinions were not
memorable, they did nothing to disman-
tle the staid Supreme Court.

Clearly, the current nomination
process forces presidents to pick nomi-
nees with no past. These are people who
hide what they believe and hold a polit-
ically correct view of almost everything.
They are stealth candidates like Roberts
who, in his testimony before Congress,
revealed virtually nothing. In the
process, the sort of diversity needed on
the Supreme Court will never exist
again under the current procedure.

On one side, the interest groups
scream and spend millions of dollars to
either bolster or destroy the candidate.
Consider the case of Judge Robert Bork,
nominated to the court by Ronald
Reagan. Interest groups spent an
unprecedented $20 million in campaigns
to either demonize or praise him. Bork
was so scrutinized that he was criticized
for his movie rentals — such as “A Day
at the Races,” “Ruthless People” and,
amazingly, Alfred Hitchcock’s “The
Man Who Knew Too Much.”

On the other side is the celebrity-dri-
ven media fed by leaks from govern-
ment agents that attempt to expose
every weakness of the individual. And
who gets left out of the process? As
usual, the American people.

(Contact constitutional attorney John
W. Whitehead at johnw@rutherford.org.)

Nomination process
just a shot in dark

GUEST COMMENTARY   BY JOHN W.  WHITEHEAD
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BANKRUPTCY
Missed the deadline?

It’s not too late!

CALL 310.453.8320

The Law Offices of Martin D. Gross
2001 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 205   Santa Monica   CA  90403

Your Local Santa Monica Attorney on the web www.lawgross.com

2301 SANTA MONICA BOULEVARD

(310) 453-5442

SEE OUR MENU ONLINE
www.bistroofsantamonica.com

SINCE 1986

LUNCH MONDAY - FRIDAY     DINNER 7 NIGHTS A WEEK

ALASKAN HALIBUT CAJUN STYLEALASKAN HALIBUT CAJUN STYLE

NORTHERN ITALIAN CUISINE

BY MICHELLE LOCKE 
Associated Press Writer 

NAPA — Napa vintner Dennis
Cakebread is finally sending out cases of
wine to thirsty New York state customers,
seven long months after a Supreme Court
ruling paved the way for the shipments. 

“What we’ve learned about this is
patience and persistence,” said Cakebread.
“These lawsuits aren’t like an episode of
‘L.A. Law’ — after one hour you win your
case and you’re off and running.” 

A lot has happened since the U.S.
Supreme Court opened the door to shipping
wine across state lines. But change hasn’t
been swift in an industry that sometimes
seems as rich in red tape as it is red grapes. 

“We’re in a highly regulated industry.
This isn’t like selling sweaters,” said
Jeremy Benson, executive director of Free
The Grapes, a Napa-based group that has
been working to loosen shipping restric-
tions. “The regulations are there and we
have to work through them.” 

The Supreme Court struck down laws
last spring in New York and Michigan that
allowed wineries to ship directly to in-state
consumers but forbade out-of-state busi-
nesses from doing the same thing. 

The court said either all wineries
should be allowed to ship directly to con-
sumers or none, a blow to the old distrib-
ution system that required a wholesaler to
sell to restaurants and retailers. States
have been acting to adjust their shipping
laws ever since. 

The ruling was particularly important
to smaller wineries that don’t have the
volume for wide distribution in liquor
stores and supermarkets and rely on direct
sales to consumers, many of whom have
developed a taste for their products on
winery visits. 

“It makes a huge difference,” says
Cakebread, part-owner and senior vice
president of sales and marketing at

Cakebread Cellars, which began with a
156-case vintage in 1973 and now makes
about 95,000 cases a year. 

For a small winery like Elan, which
makes about 1,000 cases a year, being
able to ship is crucial, said owner Linda
Elliott-Smith, who has had 15 cases of
cabernet sauvignon paid for and ready to
go to New York for a while. 

They were delayed from shipping even
further in January, when floods knocked
power out. Customers who are big fans of
Elan’s elegant reds have been willing to
wait. “It’s nice that we have customers
who are true followers,” she said. 

Since the Supreme Court ruling, New
York, Michigan and Ohio have loosened
shipping restrictions. Texas also made
shipping easier just prior to the high court
ruling. 

In December, shipping to New York
became practical when the New York
State Liquor Authority approved using
UPS for wine shipments. FedEx also is
working to get approval. 

The New York law only allows ship-
ments from states that extend similar priv-
ileges to New York vintners, which some
experts say may not be constitutional.
Michigan’s new law says wineries can’t
ship more than 1,500 cases per year in
direct-to-consumer shipments and also
prohibits out-of-state wineries from sell-
ing direct to restaurants and retailers. 

Still, the overall shipping picture is
brighter for wineries, who have seen their
potential shipping audience increase con-
siderably. 

At Joseph Phelps Vineyards, president
and CEO Tom Shelton celebrated the
California-New York connection when he
hosted a dinner last year for New York
Gov. George Pataki, who was visiting
wine country. 

“We got the flow going both ways,” he
said. In a bit of bottle diplomacy, they
served wines from New York state. 

For wine consumers,
their ship has come in

By The Associated Press

SAN DIEGO — U.S. Border Patrol
agents stumbled on a cross-border tunnel
after it caved in and the asphalt roadway
above it collapsed, officials said. 

The 35-foot-long tunnel, which was
found Monday, ended in a patch of vacant
land on the U.S. side near the San Ysidro
port of entry, said Lauren Mack, a spokes-
woman for U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement, the investigative
arm of the Department of Homeland
Security. 

The primitive tunnel was about 3 feet
by 3 feet and appeared to have been used
recently, she said. 

The exit on the U.S. side was sealed
with sandbags and metal strips, Mack
said. Authorities did not know when it
was built and whether it was used for
smuggling drugs or people, she said. 

The tunnel is across the border from an
area that is either owned or leased by
Mexican Customs. 

No arrests were made. 
Also on Monday, authorities in

Nogales, Ariz. discovered a 40-foot-long
border tunnel. Two men were arrested as
they hauled 300 pounds of marijuana from
the tunnel, authorities said. 

More than a dozen tunnels have been
found along the southwestern border in
recent years. 

In 2003, Border Patrol agents found a
tunnel that originated in a private house in
Mexico and ended in a parking lot on the
U.S. side. A year later, U.S. authorities
found evidence that someone was trying
to rebuild the passageway. 

“We do believe it’s a trend where
smugglers are attempting to go under-
ground after 9/11 as a result of the height-
ened security,” Mack said. 

Officials find border tunnel
near San Diego port of entry
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partner’s monument-making business at
the cemetery.

Steen has appealed City Hall’s decision
to fire him on the grounds that he feels his
dismissal was unjust. According to his
attorney, William Becker, City Hall
should have done more to address issues it
had with Steen’s management of the
cemetery. Instead, City Hall set up false
expectations by giving Steen excellent
performance reviews up until the time of
his dismissal. In addition, Becker argued
City Hall could have corrected particular
issues it had with Steen — such as the
business relationship he had with his
domestic partner — which would have
been more effective than firing him.

Testimony on Tuesday focused on
Steen’s superiors, who were responsible
for his evaluation and ultimate dismissal.
The botched sale of $200,000 in burial
plots was discussed, as well as Steen’s
possibly shady relationship with
Woodlawn Monument, a marker company
owned by his domestic partner.

The hearing will continue on Jan. 19, at
which time Steen and his domestic partner
are expected to testify.

Steen appealed City Hall’s decision to
terminate him last September after a nine-
month investigation concluded there was
no criminal wrongdoing on his part
regarding financial discrepancies discov-
ered at Woodlawn, a municipal cemetery
located between Pico Boulevard and
Michigan Avenue, from 14th to 17th
streets. 

Officials haven’t said specifically how
much money might not be accounted for
at Woodlawn or what revenue might be
realized. They have, however, paid out-
side firms for two audits, as well as con-
ducted their own audit, all of which have
shown discrepancies in Woodlawn’s
financial books.

The cemetery brings in about $450,000
a year in revenue, but it’s subsidized by
City Hall because it operates at a loss. 

Because Steen’s firing is a personnel
matter, city officials won’t elaborate on
circumstances surrounding the criminal
investigation, or his termination —
beyond what is said in the appeal hearing,
a matter of public record.

Steen was placed on paid administra-
tive leave in December of 2004 while City
Hall investigated his financial manage-
ment of the cemetery. While it was con-
cluded he committed no criminal wrong-
doing, City Hall believed it had grounds to
terminate him.

As a result of his termination, Steen has
taken private funeral jobs which pay
between $200 and $300 a week — a frac-
tion of the $100,000-plus annual salary
Steen is believed to have earned as
Woodlawn’s top administrator.

On Tuesday, Steen — wearing a dark
suit — watched intently as his former
superiors testified in his case. 

Considering the fact no criminal
charges have been filed against him, Steen
hopes to clear his name and be compen-
sated by City Hall through the course of
the appeal. Testimony on Tuesday, how-

ever, indicated that while City Hall might
have done more to steer his management
style, Steen needed to go.

BORBOA REGRETS
‘HANDS-OFF’ APPROACH

Gil Borboa, Steen’s former boss, testi-
fied that he has been the utilities division
manager for more than eight years. During
testimony on Tuesday, he calmly
answered the attorneys’ questions.

Steen, seated a few chairs away,
watched Borboa throughout his testimo-
ny, but the two rarely made eye contact. 

Borboa told the personnel board he has
an engineering background with little
experience in cemetery operations.
Therefore, he mostly had a “hands-off”
approach when it came to Woodlawn.

“It was my expectation that Michael
would handle the day-to-day operations of
the cemetery, and do that function accu-
rately,” Borboa said.

“That was (Steen’s) job, not yours?”
asked Irma Rodriguez-Moisa, counsel for
City Hall.

“That’s correct,” Borboa replied.
Steen, who began working as

Woodlawn’s top administrator in 1989,
received just one less-than-satisfactory
performance review during his 15-year
tenure. That was in 1991, when he was
first criticized for a messy desk and lack
of organization. Otherwise, Steen’s per-
formance reviews have been very favor-
able over the years, taking particular note
of his communication skills. 

That includes the performance reviews
Borboa prepared from 2000 until Steen
was put on paid administrative leave in
December of 2004, when City Hall began
conducting its criminal investigation. 

However, it was during an audit for the
2001-02 fiscal year in which a “significant
number of issues” first arose, according to
testimony. A letter from the auditing firm
Moss, Levy & Hartzheim informed City
Hall, “The cemetery did not have ade-
quate audit trails or records available to
determine if internal controls existed. The
internal controls appear to have been inad-
equate or non-existent ...”

ML&H didn’t draw definitive conclu-
sions about what questionable financial
role Steen may or may not have played in
the cemetery’s operations. Instead, its 13
findings, mirrored in two subsequent
audits, examined the discrepancies and
what opportunities they might have pre-
sented for the misappropriation of funds. 

In light of the audit, Borboa issued a
corrective action plan to address the lack
of internal controls that the ML&H audit
pointed out. 

However, Steen didn’t accept the eval-
uation of his performance that year. The
evaluation, generally favorable, indicated
that as a manager, Steen was responsible
for ensuring that internal financial con-
trols were in place. Since they weren’t at
the time of the audit, Steen didn’t receive
a bonus.

Steen appealed the evaluation. The
appeal required City Hall to bolster
Steen’s performance review. Otherwise,

Ethical conflicts may
have undone director
WOODLAWN, from page 1

See WOODLAWN, page 7
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City Hall’s position was upheld, accord-
ing to testimony.

Subsequently, Steen continued to
receive favorable evaluations, including a
performance bonus the following year.

Borboa was asked by the personnel
board if he had followed up to make sure
the corrective action plan was being put
into place at Woodlawn.

Borboa said he followed up with some
of the plan’s steps, but not all of them.
Borboa explained that he preferred to let
his managers work independently. When
he asked managers to make changes,
Borboa expected them to do so without
him following up. 

Borboa said it’s that quality of self-ini-
tiative which distinguishes managers from
other kinds of employees. However, in
light of the controversy that came from
the findings of the audits, Borboa admit-
ted he could have taken more initiative
himself regarding the cemetery.

“I didn’t ask for concrete proof (the
corrective action plan) was being done,”
Borboa said. “Michael told me it was
done, and I took his word on it.

“I could have been more diligent.”

DEATH ON THE INSTALLMENT PLAN
Borboa and top city officials began to

seriously consider there may have been
criminal activity on Steen’s part by
November of 2004, after a City Hall audit
for the previous fiscal year found that the
financial controls that had been requested
long ago had still not been put into place
at Woodlawn.

In 2002, then-City Manager Susan
McCarthy asked another outside auditing
firm, KPMG, to follow up on the 2001
audit. The new audit, however, wasn’t
available until two and a half years later,
according to testimony. KPMG was only
able to provide an unsigned draft of its
audit, which it presented to City Hall in
July of 2004. It’s unknown why there was
a two-year delay in presenting the audit or
why it was an unsigned draft.

After reviewing the KPMG audit,
which mirrored many of the key findings
of the ML&H audit, City Hall conducted
an audit of its own.

That audit was overseen by Steve Stark,
City Hall’s finance director. Stark asked
Mabel Borja, a senior finance manager with
the city’s Big Blue Bus, to lead the audit. 

Borja — whose accounting career
spans more than 20 years — developed a
plan to test the findings in the previous
audits. The goal was to sample between 3
and 10 percent of the 820 financial trans-
actions for fiscal year 2003-04 at
Woodlawn Cemetery. 

One of the biggest discrepancies had to
do with several premium burial plots
Steen had evidently sold to an eccentric
widow and failed to collect on the trans-
action. The plots, valued at $200,000,
were for Rose Dimitrio’s dead husband,
previously interred at a less expensive
section of the cemetery.

According to testimony, Steen might
have sold Dimitrio the plots on an install-
ment plan, which is against the law. The
criminal investigation attempted to deter-
mine whether Steen may have had some
ulterior motive in providing Dimitrio with
the plots, of which only $6,000 has been
collected to date. However, investigators

on the case testified they could find no
evidence to support criminal wrongdoing.

City Hall plans on providing Dimitrio
with a final notice to buy the plots.
Otherwise, City Hall will move her hus-
band’s remains to the plot she previously
purchased. 

In light of City Hall’s audit, Borboa
and other city officials said they began to
seriously question Steen’s professional
judgment.

“I was extremely troubled by the
audit’s findings,” Borboa said. “There
was not only minimal improvement, but
new problems that hadn’t been identified
before.”

IN SEARCH OF ‘BILL STEVENS’
In the lineup to testify in coming weeks

are Steen and his domestic partner of 32
years. 

According to testimony, Steen’s
domestic partner has been identified in
promotional literature at the cemetery as
“Bill Stevens.” However, that is not his
real name.

Stevens, who works full time in law
enforcement, often uses an alias because
of the sensitive nature of his work, he told
the Daily Press. In addition to his full-time
job, he also is the owner of Woodlawn
Monument, a company providing grave
markers to families at the cemetery. 

City Hall believes Steen admitted in
previous interviews that Stevens paid him
$1,000 a month to refer cemetery cus-
tomers to Woodlawn Monument, which
was operated out of their home. If true,
City Hall believes Steen compromised
conflict-of-interest guidelines by promot-
ing a private business for self-gain while
working as a municipal employee.

Steen and his domestic partner have
admitted to engaging in many side busi-
nesses over the years, including selling
guns and insurance out of their home.
However, Steen denies having any ties to
Woodlawn Monument except to say his
domestic partner owns it. 

Borboa and other city higher ups said
they were unaware of Woodlawn
Monument’s possible role in the cemetery
until November of 2004. A month before
Steen was put on paid administrative
leave, a citizen complained to the city
manager’s office about private businesses
being referred at the cemetery. 

As a result of the complaint, City Hall
prohibited any businesses referred by
cemetery staff.

Then, Stevens complained to City Hall
about the prohibition. It was when city
managers received a voice mail from
Stevens that they realized he sounded a lot
like Steen’s domestic partner. That’s when
they said they began to make the connec-
tion that Steen may have had an unethical
tie-in with Woodlawn Monument.

According to Borboa’s testimony, it
was because of Steen’s possible involve-
ment with Woodlawn Monument that he
began to question his positive evaluations
of Steen.

Becker, Steen’s attorney, said instead
of firing Steen, City Hall might have bet-
ter addressed the situation by keeping
Woodlawn Monument out of the grave-
yard.

“Would it have been a conflict of inter-
est if Woodlawn Monument did not oper-
ate at the cemetery?” Becker asked.

“I believe not,” Borboa said.

Plot thickens: City
wants widow’s cash
WOODLAWN, from page 6
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Encino State Bank, located at 720
Wilshire Blvd., on Sept. 20, 2004, and
Pacific Western Bank, located at 120
Wilshire Blvd., on Oct. 22, 2004, amid his
robbing spree throughout Los Angeles
and the South Bay.

Torrance Superior Court Judge Eric
Taylor sentenced the 54-year-old
Robinson to 1,210 years to life in prison
and 22 life sentences after his conviction
on 19 counts of robbery at banks through-
out Los Angeles.

In October of 2005, Robinson was con-
victed of 22 counts, including three counts
of attempted robbery, by a jury of 10
women and two men. Before he was sen-
tenced, Robinson admitted to having six
prior strikes against him, according  to
Deputy District Attorney Warren Kato.

When apprehended by Torrance police
on Oct. 30, 2004, Robinson was on feder-
al probation after serving 14 years for rob-

bing 30 banks over a two-year period in
the 1980s. He was arrested while driving
out of the Carson Street Western Financial
Bank parking lot, a bank that had been
robbed several days earlier. 

Robinson is known as the “Dreadlocks
Bandit” because of the long braids of hair he
wore during the robberies, FBI officials said. 

During the robberies, Robinson typi-
cally entered the bank and presented a
note to the teller demanding money. He
has been described as being discreet dur-
ing the robberies, alerting only the teller
that a crime is taking place.

Approximately $70,000 was taken dur-
ing Robinson’s recent string of robberies.

In addition, Robinson threatened to
shoot or kill the bank tellers, and in at
least one instance, was seen with a knife
according to FBI officials. Robinson,
described as a transient, had a demeanor
that was considered calm and friendly by
witnesses. Authorities allege that he is a
drug addict.

‘Bandit’ gets 1,200 years in jail
BANDIT, from page 1

Renderings courtesy of Frederick Fisher & Partners, Architects
VISIONS OF THINGS TO COME: The beach club that will open its doors at 415 PCH will feature
the new and celebrate the old, as the former Marion Davies Estate is transformed into a public
playground and meeting place complete with (above) refurbished structures, wide open expans-
es and ocean-view meeting rooms.
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rehabilitation and residential work.
The project is funded by a $21 million

grant through the Annenberg Foundation,
and a $3 million contribution by City Hall.

The pool deck will be surrounded with
chairs and chaise lounges, and a children’s
water play area will be located just to the
north of the pool. To the east, a two-story
pool house will be designed to recall the
physical and formal stature of the man-
sion, built in the 1920s for Davies,
Hearst’s mistress and a well-known
actress of her time. A new colonnade that
will frame the shaded deck area is remi-
niscent of the spatial quality and architec-
tural scale of the mansion’s original multi-
story porch, according to city staff.

The first floor of the pool house will
have changing rooms, lockers, equipment
storage and office functions. The second
level will provide a viewing deck of the
Pacific Ocean similar to the upper floor
balconies the mansion once had. The sec-
ond-floor community room will be used
for informal recreation.

A beach walk that will run north to
south in front of the property will follow
the historic 1921 mean high tide line.
Beach volleyball, paddle tennis courts and
a small beach concession stand will be
located at the north end of the property. A
children’s area will include play equip-
ment and rubber safety surface paths.
Showers and foot washes will be located
at both north and south entrances to the
beach from the parking lot, restroom area
and the intersection of the Beach Walk
and Ocean Walk.

An event house will be able to accom-
modate up to 200 guests at public and pri-
vate functions. Its amenities include an
event room, a catering kitchen, restrooms,
and elevators to access the second level
pool house viewing deck and community
room. The event court will be a paved area
shaded by a grove of trees, where people
can picnic. 

The north house and terrace garden will
undergo rehabilitation, conforming to
local, state and federal historic preserva-
tion guidelines. The interior floor plan of
the north house will have built-in features
like cabinetry, stair rails, a decorative
marble fireplace, hand-painted bathroom
tiles and a crystal entry chandelier. A
moveable partition wall will be installed
so a large meeting room can be created,

according to city staff. The ground level
will be dedicated to interpretative and cul-
tural programming for visitors, meeting
spaces, as well as a small kitchen and
other office functions. The upper level
will provide space for meeting rooms,
with ocean views. The terrace garden,
located just west of the north house, will
accommodate small outdoor gatherings.

There will be 280 parking spaces on two
lots at the property, including 162 existing
spaces for public beachgoers, with 374 pro-
jected spaces expected to be needed if
facilities are in full use at the same time. 

Video cameras are also due to be
installed, as well as onsite staffing, includ-
ing nighttime security.

City Hall hopes to begin construction on
the project in December of 2006. The reno-
vations are expected to be completed in time
for a public opening by January of 2009.

In October of last year, project leaders
and consultants met with 110 community
members to discuss the emerging design
schemes to rehabilitate the site. Two
workshops were hosted by Pankow
Special Projects, Ltd., the Pasadena-based
design firm contracted by City Hall in
July to manage the project from concep-
tion to completion. 

City staff and Rincon Consultants, Inc.,
City Hall’s environmental consultant, are
preparing the final environmental impact
report which will be considered by the
Planning Commission for certification in
February 2006.

The economic assumptions of the facil-
ity outlined in a plan approved by the City
Council in 1999 point out that while the
goal is to have it be financially self-sus-
taining, there is a likelihood that City Hall
will need to subsidize the operation, said
Barbara Stinchfield, director of communi-
ty and cultural services at City Hall.

At the request of a councilmember, city
staff provided on Tuesday a financial
breakdown of operating revenue and
expenditures for the first and second year
of the facility’s operation. Year one,
which is the start-up phase, will require a
significant subsidy while year two could
possibly be a break-even year, depending
upon how much the facility is used and at
what rates City Hall charges.

“The intent of this project is to generate
revenue to offset the costs of the recre-
ational facilities,” Stinchfield said. “But
these are all very preliminary estimates
based on working assumptions.”

New public beach club will
likely need City Hall subsidy
415 PCH, from page 1

around, officials said. SHARE recently embarked on a project to create housing
similar to sober living for people with mental health problems. One six-bed “col-
laborative” house already has opened for mentally ill people, and cooperating land-
lords throughout the county have committed 200 more beds for collaborative hous-
ing.

“Community resources provide a preparatory experience for many recovering
people to get back into the work force,” said Michael Saliba, president of LACSLC,
which inspects and certifies more than 170 sober living homes within the county. 

SHARE helps more than 30,000 men, women, and children each year to cope
with physical ailments, addiction, emotional problems, and life’s crises through
referral to more than 10,000 self-help support groups, representing more than 500
different programs throughout LA County. 

All of their services are available to everyone, anonymously and free. Call toll
free at (877) SHARE-49. For more information on sober living housing, call toll
free at (800) 799-2084.

COMMUNITY BRIEFS
BRIEFS, from page 3
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Bank employee receives service award
By Daily Press staff

A local volunteer organization has received
$1,000, thanks to an U.S. Bank employee.

Araxie Naufal has been honored with a U.S. Bank
five star volunteer award for exceptional volunteer
service. The Soroptimist International-Los Angeles
West/Santa Monica will be $1,000 richer as a result.
It is one of 115 organizations across the United States
to receive an award in the second half of 2005.
Recipients of the U.S. Bank five star volunteer award
were chosen based on nominations submitted by
employees, or the organization for which they volun-
teer.

Naufal, who works for U.S. Bank in West Los
Angeles, is vice president of programs for Soroptimist
International-Los Angeles West/Santa Monica. The
position involves recruitment and scheduling of at
least one speaker per month for special programs
meetings. In addition, Naufal works with the club to
raise funds to implement community awareness pro-
grams aimed at improving the lives of women and
girls in local communities and throughout the world.

The second round of U.S. Bank five star volunteer
awards will be presented in 26 states and the District
of Columbia. Nominations are being accepted for the
first round of awards for 2006 and may be made by an
employee or by a nonprofit organization. The dead-
line for the first round of 2006 nominations is April
15. Winners will be announced in June. 

SANTA MONICA BUSINESS BRIEFS

Investors have been keeping a close eye on the Federal
Reserve as it has continued to raise interest rates over the
past year and a half. After 13 consecutive increases,
many are hoping that an end may soon be in sight. 

A.G. Edwards analysts believe the Fed’s decision on
when to put an end to the current streak of rate hikes
could have a direct impact on individual investors, so it’s
important to pay attention to that economic variable as
we move into a new year.

Rising interest rates are just one of the many worries
stock investors have had to deal with in recent months. But
if the Fed ends its rate-hike cycle early in the year, investors
who had fled the stock market — or even those who may
have simply been sitting on the sidelines — might consider
coming back to stocks, especially if they feel rates could
head back down shortly after hitting a peak.  

As for stocks themselves, the market has been a mixed
bag this year. After a good start in the first couple
months, events over the balance of the past calendar year
have caused many investors to lose confidence in stocks.
Other asset classes — such as second homes, commodi-
ties and bonds — became more popular with investors.
But a number of potential positives could bode well for
stocks in the coming year.

Our equity analysts feel one positive for stocks could
very well be the fact that stocks are currently an unpopu-
lar asset class. The market averages really haven’t made
any significant progress for the past two years. While it’s
hard to come to grips emotionally, sometimes the best
time to buy an asset is when it is unpopular, because it is
likely selling at attractive levels. Popularity means high-
er prices and more risk.  

For long-term investment success, investors should
purchase stocks that are fundamentally sound, even if it

doesn’t feel comfortable. The potential for rewards in the
long run can make up for any discomfort in the near term.
Keep in mind, though, the return and principal value of
an investment in stocks fluctuates with changes in market
conditions, and you may receive more or less than your
original investment when you sell.

Given these circumstances, it would appear that the
popular market averages should see moderate increases
in the coming year, according to our analysts. As
investors get back into the market, increased buying
should help lift stock prices overall. The market indexes,
which are based on stock prices, should therefore begin
to climb as well. When the Fed ends its rate-hike cycle,
price-earnings ratios — an important measure related to
stocks — will likely expand to some extent from current
levels.  

Besides gains in the overall averages, our analysts
believe several sectors of the market are likely to benefit
from the economic conditions laid out for the coming
year. At this point in the cycle, investors should continue
to hold overweighted positions in the relatively defensive
health care and consumer staples sectors. In addition to
those broad sectors, several specific industry groups
stand to benefit in the coming year, including oil and gas
refining and marketing, construction and engineering,
and wireless telecom services.

Economic and corporate earnings growth should con-
tinue as well, giving investors all the more reason to
invest in stocks. How these events ultimately unfold
remains to be seen. But those who are willing to stay on
top of those important market developments as they
occur will have a distinct advantage, and will position
themselves to make positive strides in the coming year. 

(Brian Hepp is a financial consultant for Santa
Monica-based A.G. Edwards & Sons, Inc. Member SIPC.
He can be reached at (310) 453-0077 or at
brian.hepp@agedwards.com. A.G. Edwards is a full-ser-
vice retail brokerage firm that offers a complete spec-
trum of financial products and services, including stocks,
bonds and mutual funds, financial retirement planning
and tax-advantage investments.)

Staying on top of the market means
staying on top of market developments

MARKET MATTERS
BY BRIAN HEPP



Our advice at the beginning of last year
was the same as the advice we gave the
year before, and the year before that —
buy gold.

Happily, gold was the year’s top per-
forming sector, for which we claim no dis-
tinction nor ask for any thanks. We have
only one virtue here at The Daily
Reckoning headquarters — humility. And
we are even insincere about that. But even
false modesty is a great advantage in the
forecasting business — that, and not
watching television.

Nobody knows what will happen. The
worst thing you can do is to listen to other
forecasters. The New Year brings them out
like a new moon brings out werewolves.
All tend to howl the same thing: Next year
will be more or less like the last. How do
they know? They read it in the paper!

If you follow the consensus view, you
are doomed to mediocrity. You will make
the same investments everyone else
makes and get the same returns that every-
one else gets. That is not only a dull and
cowardly way to do things, it practically
guarantees that you will eventually be
looking for coins under cushions and ask-
ing your brother-in-law for a loan. 

Over time, the great mass of investors
loses money. Every bull market is fol-
lowed by a bear market. Every bubble
pops. Every great company fails. G.M.
lost half its value last year. Fannie Mae
fell 31 percent. The typical investor mere-
ly goes along. He follows the trends up
and back down. All the while he is paying
Wall Street’s costs. For long periods of
time, he thinks he is smart. 

The last bull trend in stocks began in

1982. It lasted for 18 years. All an
investor had to do was to follow the con-
sensus view and buy stocks “for the long
run.” Even now, five years after the peak,
he still thinks he will get rich in stocks if
he waits long enough. But the typical bear
market lasts about as long as the bull mar-
ket that preceded it. And it wipes out most
or all of the gain. By the time it is finally
over — perhaps in 2015 — the Dow will
probably be back below 5,000 and the
average investor will be underwater,
because he bought when the newspapers,
experts and forecasters told him to: When
the Dow was over 5,000.

The big opportunities — and big dan-
gers — are all at the turning points. When
the Dow turns down, for example, it is
time to sell. When gold begins to take off,
it is time to buy. But these turning points
— these major market shifts — are never
foreseen by the forecasters. They are “dis-
continuities.” That is, they are breaks in
the visible and usual patterns. You cannot
see them coming by looking at what hap-
pened last year or the year before. You
cannot predict them by guessing that
things, next year, will be more or less as
they were the last. They are the very time
when things will not be as they have been. 

They are the points at which new trends
begin. 

We are too ornery to follow the crowd,
and too modest to think we know what the
year ahead will bring. The best we can do
is to follow hunches, instincts and old-
fashioned theories. “You get what you’ve
got coming,” is one of them. “Buy low,
sell high” is another. 

At $10 a barrel, they were practically

giving away oil a few years ago. It hit $70
a barrel on Sept. 1, 2005. Now it is around
$60. Stocks were selling at only six times
earnings in 1982. They were practically
giving them away. Likewise, gold was so
cheap in the early ’70s — at $41 an ounce
— they were practically giving it away.
Whenever people give away something
valuable, we take it.

We’ve never regretted buying at give-
away prices. It is what led us to buy build-
ings in Baltimore in the early ’90s, our
place in Nicaragua, and more recently,
land in Argentina. 

By the late 1990s, gold was being

given away again at under $300 an ounce.
Then, with the Dow near 12,000, we
announced our Trade of the Decade: buy
gold, sell stocks. Half the decade has now
gone by. Gold has doubled. Stocks have
not yet broken down. But we will stick
with our trade. They are not giving gold
away anymore. Still, a major bull market
in the yellow metal is underway. We are
too humble to make a forecast, but we stay
with our Trade of the Decade, just to see
how it turns out.

(For more insight and analysis, visit
www.dailyreckoning.com)
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Howl at the moon and then buy gold
THE WEEKLY RECKONING

BY BILL BONNER



COMICS
Natural Selection®

By Russ Wallace

Garfield® By Jim Davis

Speed Bump® By Dave Coverly
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310.393.2727
928.222.9992
Bruce@Architects-Engineers.net

B r u c e R u d m a n

A r c h i t e c t s + E n g i n e e r s

27 years of professional expertise in

office, residential, food service,

retail, healthcare and telecom.  Our

team manages all aspects from

creative concepts, acurate docu-

mentation, expedited plan

checks and construction man-

agement.  Renovation and

new construction projects

using traditional architec-

ture through full turn-key

development.  Always,

open communication
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Employment
CAREER OPPORTUNITY. Female real
estate broker needs personal
assistant ASAP. Agent license
preferred. Part-time. $184/week plus
commission. (310) 820-6059

CLSS - Advertising Sales

Newspapers - Magazines

Classified  &  Display: Real Estate, 

Ethnic, Entertainment, Military, 

Business, Finance... 

Well established Co.

50+ years in L.A. 

www.theglobalmediagroup.

com/jobinfo.htm

ADVERTISING SALES  � � � �

Seeking: Self-Motivated, 

Energetic, Experienced 

Professionals.

• High Commissions Paid Weekly

Leads Furnished

• 

• 

Call: Paul 213-251-9100, Ex-25 

and /or Please visit:  

COMPUTER SALES Representative
needed. Experience preferred. Call
310-954-8035 or e-mail resume at
hr@MicroLeague.com 
www.MicroLeague.com
COUNTER HELP needed. Cafe near 3rd
St. Promenade on Broadway. Must be
experienced. Immediate openings,
day and evening shifts. Apply
afternoons in person. 215 Broadway,
SM. (310) 396-9898.
CUSTOMER SERVICE/
COPY OPERATOR
Looking for energetic reliable person
for local print shop. Experience and
computer background. P/T can lead to
F/T. Fax resume (310) 319-1343.

FAST-PACED TRAVEL company,
located near LAX, is looking for a
computer- skilled, people- oriented,
entrepreneur- style person. MUST be
able to multi- task! Part time to start,
flexibility for work hours key! Possible
weekends. Great travel benefits. $11/
hour+commission. E-mail resume and
cover letter to katie@interliner.com
FIT FEMALE MODEL WANTED FOR
FIGURE DRAWING BY ARTIST. No
experience necessary call. (818) 501-
0266

HIGH END Santa Monica Tire Shop
needs full time:

*Service Manager

*Mechanic

*Tire Technician

Great Pay and benefits. English a
must. (310) 393-0767

IMMEDIATE POSITIONS available in
the housekeeping department of St.
John’s Health Center. All shifts
available, PT/ FT. Hospital
housekeeping preferred. Call
(310) 829-8431 for interview.

KITCHEN CHEF
We are looking for a kitchen chef of
Japanese cuisine. Must be
experienced. Full-time or Part-time.
Kaido Japanese Restaurant (310)800-
3248.

RECEPTIONIST
WLA Interior Design office. Answer
phones, gen. office/kitchen tasks,
computer entry. Must be friendly &
organized. Fax 310.445.9124

Employment
ORTHODONTIC OFFICE new patient
coordinator. Seeking very special
person. We value good
communication skills, ambition,
involvement, energy, and
organizational skills. We stress
personal development through
continuing education, full participation
with our team, and a strong
involvement with our patients. If you
are seeking a real opportunity to grow
and fulfill your potential call (310)
546-5097. Please visit our website at
www.drpatrickturley.com to view our
“Hawaiian Surfing” themed practice.

PART-TIME ADMINISTRATIVE
assistant 20-25hrs/week. Santa
Monica. hourly rate, flexible, baed
on experience. Must have
knowledge of Word, Excel, real
estate background a plus. Contact
Sean Fitzgerald. (310) 776-0740.

SEEKING ADVERTSING 
★ SALES INTERN ★

Santa Monica publication seeks an
intern to assist the advertising
sales team. The candidate who
will fill this position is interested in
sales, marketing, and advertising,
has good written and verbal
communication skills, takes
initiative, is detail oriented, willing
to learn, organized, works well
with technology, has at least some
knowledge of microsoft word and
outlook, is friendly, and outgoing.
Must have your own transportation
with a valid driver’s license and
insurance. 20-25 hours a week.
Compensation provided. College
credit available. Interested parties
should email résumés to
schwenker@smdp.com or call Rob
Schwenker at 310-458-7737
x103.

SENIOR SOFTWARE engineer. Apply
computer science principles to analyze
requirements, design and develop
software systems. Requirements: MS
in CS and two years experience.
Resume to Francois, Wilshire
Associates, Inc. 1229 Ocean Ave
#700, Santa Monica, Ca. 90401

For Sale
SPA/HOT TUB 2006 Model. Neck Jets.
Therapy seat. Warranty. Never used.
Can deliver. Worth $5750, sell for
$1750 (310) 479-3054

Vehicles for sale
‘00 SL500 $36,981

White/Tan, 36K Miles
(YF191683)

(310) 453-2045
www.wisimonson.com
‘01 A6 . . . . . . LOADED

Leather, Mnrf, CD Changer
Only 58K Miles (118114)

(800) 406-7782
LEXUS SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

‘02 BEETLE GLS
$16,477

Silver over Gray, Lthr, Low
Miles, Loaded, M/R, Alloys
(416881) 866-VW DEALS

Volkswagen Santa Monica
‘02 C230 CPE. . . $17,981

Blue/Gray, Certified
(2A364899)

(310) 453-2045
www.wisimonson.com

Vehicles for sale
‘02 C320 . . . . $24,981
Desert Silver/ Tan, CD

(2F130928)
(310) 453-2045

www.wisimonson.com
‘02 E320 WGN $24,961
Teal/Tan, Chromes, CD

(978026)
(310) 453-2045

www.wisimonson.com
‘02 GOLF GLS

$13,997
35 + MPG, Certified, 

4 Door, Low Miles, Clean!
(047202) 866-VW DEALS

Volkswagen Santa Monica
‘02 JETTA GLS LOADED!

$14,997
Super Low Miles, 

Must See! Leather, Moonrf
(194471) 866-VW DEALS

Volkswagen Santa Monica
‘02 NISSAN SENTRA GXE

$9,477
Low miles, Loaded, Great
Color, Like New -  MINT
(641801) 866-VW DEALS

Volkswagen Santa Monica
‘02 PASSAT GLS WGN!

$18,497
Cerified, Loaded, Leather

GLS, Premium Sound
258724 866-VW DEALS

Volkswagen Santa Monica
‘02 TOYOTA AVALON

$17,988
XLS, Certified, Mnrf, 

29K mi. (251125)  
(800) 579-6047

TOYOTA SANTA MONICA
‘02 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER

$12,988
SR5, Power Package,

Alloys, Cass, CD (024159)
(800) 579-6047

TOYOTA SANTA MONICA
‘03 4RUNNER LTD

$26,995 Only 19K Miles
(011563)

(800) 406-7782
LEXUS SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER
‘03 BEETLE COUPE 

Only $14,477
Low Miles, Great Color, 

Best Buy- Loaded, 
Leather & More 

(44158) 866-VW DEALS
Volkswagen Santa Monica

‘03 BEETLE GLS
Conv’t $21,777
Leather, Loaded 
Low Low Miles

(328544) 866-VW DEALS
Volkswagen Santa Monica

‘03 CLK320 CAB $37,984
Pewter/Char, CD 

(978026)
(310) 453-2045

www.wisimonson.com
‘03 G35 Only 9400 Miles!
THIS CAR WILL NOT LAST

(Vin222221)
(800) 406-7782

LEXUS SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

‘03 HONDA ACCORD EX
ONLY $16,497

Low Low Miles, Moonroof,
Premium Sound, 
Automatic, Pwr 

Pkg, Loaded, Leather 
(017817) 866-VW DEALS

Volkswagen Santa Monica
‘03 HONDA ODYSSEY EX

$19,988
Quad Seats, Only 37K

Miles (152380)
(800) 579-6047

TOYOTA SANTA MONICA
2004 Honda S2000 blk/blk 5900k
miles. Factory chrm whls, fact warty,
Lo-jack early warning. $27,000
(323) 733-9600

Vehicles for sale
‘03 JETTA 1.8T 

$14,275
Great Value, 

Low Miles, Certified
(133569) 866-VW DEAL 

Volkswagen Santa Monica
‘03 SLK230. . . . $31,981

White/Black, CD
(3F275526)

(310) 453-2045
www.wisimonson.com

‘04 A4 . . . . . . . . $23,981
Champagne/Tan Leather

(4A180479)
(310) 453-2045

www.wisimonson.com
‘04 C240 WGN $27,981

Met. Blue/ Black, CD
(4F472999)

(310) 453-2045
www.wisimonson.com

‘04 CAMRY $16,981
Silver & MORE!

(4U835613)
(310) 453-2045

www.wisimonson.com
‘04 GS300 14K Miles

$29,995 Cert w/3YR/100K
Warr, Loaded (176316)

(800) 406-7782
LEXUS SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

‘05 E500 Only 7000 Miles
Blk/Tan, NAVI, Loaded

(606688)
(800) 406-7782

LEXUS SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

‘97 DODGE NEON $3,995
Low miles, 3K Stereo 
System, Pirelli Tires, 

Alloys Premium, Must See
(179028) 866-VW DEALS

Volkswagen Santa Monica
‘97 VOLVO 850 

$8,988
Auto, Power Package, 51K

Miles (381432)
(800) 579-6047

TOYOTA SANTA MONICA
‘98 GRAND CHER LTD
LD’D, Only 59K Miles,
Lthr, Mnrf (294194)

(800) 406-7782
LEXUS SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

‘98 ML320 MUST SEE!
$14,995 Leather, Loaded!

(043164)
(800) 406-7782

LEXUS SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

‘99 4RUNNER LIMITED
$15,995 Leather, Mnrf,
CD, 1 Owner (101272)

(800) 406-7782
LEXUS SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

‘99 CHRYSLER TOWN &
COUNTRY LTD $10,988
Leather, DualAC, Chrome

Wheels (582892)
(800) 579-6047

TOYOTA SANTA MONICA
‘99 E430. . . . $19,983

Desert Silver/ Java
(XA820514)

(310) 453-2045
www.wisimonson.com
‘99 HONDA ACCORD LX

$8,988
Power Pkg, Cass/CD, 

Alloys (015864)
(800) 579-6047

TOYOTA SANTA MONICA
‘99 RX300 $23,995 

Only 53K Miles, Lthr, Mnrf,
CDChgr, All Whl Drive

(039357)
(800) 406-7782

LEXUS SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

Vehicles for sale
99 TL . . . . . . $12,995

Leather, Mnrf, CD,
(Vin012267)

(800) 406-7782
LEXUS SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

CLSS - Cash 4 Cars

All makes & models, any condition.
We come to you and handle all paper

work. Friendly professional buyer.
Please call now! (310) 995-5898

$$ CASH FOR CARS $$

CLSS - Used

GRAND
OPENING
CELEBRATION

LOW
PRICES
NEW 06 MODELS
FREE GAS
COURTESY
OF MITSUBISHI

THE NEW

1100 Santa Monica Blvd.
Santa Monica, CA 90404

866-925-3333

For Rent
$1495/MO. PRIME location, North of
Wilshire, Santa Monica. Charming 2
units:  both one bedroom/one bath.
Upstairs and downstairs. Backyard.
One unit paid utilities, hardwood
floors, just redecorated. 917 Lincoln
Blvd. (310) 395-1495.

$2795/MO. PRIME location, North of
Wilshire, Santa Monica, charming,
renovated upper front, 3bdrm/2bath
plus patio. Front and rear yard.
Hardwood flooring, close to beach and
third St. promenade, shopping,
transportation, may consider pet. 917
Lincoln Blvd. (310) 395-1495
1100 FT, 1 bd loft, 270 ft patio, W/D
outside, $1525 month (310) 500-0180

12309 CULVER Blvd unit 12,
1bdrm/1bath $925/mo. stove, fridge,
carpets, blind, laundry, utilities
included, gated parking, intercom 
entry, no pets. (310) 578-7512,
jkwproperties.com

1BDRM/1BATH UTILITIES included.
Close to 405 freeway. Prefer couple.
$850/mo (310) 418-4052, after 1pm
(310) 497-3546.

501 N. Venice single unit 5 and 10,
$950. Stove, fridge, carpets, blinds,
laundry, no pets, utilities included.
(310) 574-6767 jkwproperties.com

For Rent
CLSS - Beautiful Montana Gardens

Room and Board
401 Montana Avenue

Your home away from home.

Daily meals, laundry, housekeep-
ing, utilities, and cable. 1 Bdrm, 1
Bath + Full Kitchen. Seniors and
all ages welcome.

NOW AVAILABLE
$2,800/MO
(310) 245-9436

BEAUTIFUL

MONTANA GARDENS

CLSS - Elly Nesis the Best RentalsBEST
RENTALS

ELLY NESIS CO. INC
(310) 396-4443

ellynesis.com

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
(310) 869-7901

1214 Idaho Unit 1
2+1 w/ patio $1975

1037 5th Street
Upper, 3 bdrm $2495

PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE
FOR COMPLETE LISTINGS AT:
www.howardmanagement.com

MAR VISTA, townhouse style. 11621
Braddock Drive, Unit 1 $1300. 2
bdrm/1 1/2 bath. Stove, blinds,
carpet, washer/dryer hook-ups, patio,
intercom entry, gated parking, no pets
(310) 967-4471 jkwproperties.com

VENICE, 2 BEDROOM + 2 Bath, gated
building with subterranean parking,
AC, newer building with courtyard
area, quiet neighborhood. Laundry
rm., 1 year lease, no pets. $1595.
(310) 396-4443 x 2002 ellynesis.com

VENICE, BEAUTIFUL 2 bedroom
apartment close to Beach and Venice
commercial centers. Very spacious
unit with lots of light. 1 year lease. No
pets or smokers. $1800. (310) 396-
4443 x 2002 ellynesis.com

VENICE, CHARMING VENICE Beach
craftsman style complex in a quaint
and quiet area. 3 blocks from the
beach. 1 year lease. No pets. $1450.
Call (310) 396-4443 x 2002.
ellynesis.com

VENICE, MDR ADJACENT. Single,
fireplace, newer gated building with
gated parking, courtyard area, quiet
neighborhood. Laundry rm. 1 year
lease, no pets. $995. (310) 396-4443
x 2002 ellynesis.com

VENICE, SUNNY large 2bdrm, 1bath
w/2 balconies and unbelievable ocean
views! 1/2 block to beach with 1 car
garage parking. 1 year lease, no pets.
No smoking. $2250 (310) 396-4443
x2002 ellynesis.com

SANTA MONICA $1245/mo
1bedroom/1Bath, Extra large, new
carpets, upper, pool, laundry,
controlled access. (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $1300/mo
2bedrooms/1bath. Bright upper. No
pets,  Carpet Floors,  Parking, stove.
( 3 1 0 ) 3 9 5 - R E N T
www.westsiderentals.com

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737 Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737

Your ad could run here!
✆ Call us today at (310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737
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CLSS - Office Space

OFFICE SPACE
Cool business digs in a great location near 15th
and Wilshire. Walk to restaurants, banks the
Promenade and beach. New paint, new carpets,
new hopes for 2006.

Call Mike
310 395 6618

$825
For Rent

ROQUE & Mark Co.
2802 Santa Monica Blvd.
310-828-7525
Sales, rentals, property
management.

RENTALS AVAILABLE, NO PETS
ALLOWED
For listings, please go to
www.roque-mark.com

RENTALS AVAILABLE
NO PETS ALLOWED

SANTA MONICA
507 Raymond    $950

Upper single, utilities paid,
Remodeled, close to Main St.

828 11th St. $1995
Front lower 2 bed, 1 _ baths,
New carpet, balcony, steps to

Montana

WESTSIDE
10270 Palms, $925 & $1150
1 bed & 2 bed, freshly paint-
ed, New carpet, gas stove,

fridge

11905 Avon Way, Mar Vista, $1025
Lower 1 bed, new carpet,
new bath linoleum, gated

entry & parking,

3632 Greenfield, Palms, $1400
Lower 2 bed, refinished hard-
wood, New linoleum. Fridge

& stove

21 S. Venice Blvd, Venice $1475 & $1550
Lower & upper 1 bed, steps
to beach, gas stove, parking

1518 Centinela, WLA, $2200
Townhouse style, 2 bed, 2

1/2 bath, Pergo floors, wash-
er & dryer, dishwasher

12258 Montana, BW, $2300
2 bed, 1 _ bath, new granite
counters, New carpet, gated

entry & parking

SALES • RENTALS 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

ROQUE &

MARK Co.

2802 Santa Monica Blvd.

310-828-7525

FOR MORE LISTINGS GO TO
WWW.ROQUE-MARK.COM

FREE RENTAL Lists & No Fee 
Rentals. Sullivan-Dituri Company. 
2111 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica, CA
90403.
PALMS/BEVERLYWOOD ADJ. $995.00.
1bdrm/1bath. 2009 Pruess Rd., #4
Open for viewing: 9am-6pm

SANTA MONICA $1095.00. 1 bdrm., 1
bath. Appliances, Gas Paid, NO PETS.
2535 Kansas Ave., #103, Mgr: #101.
SANTA MONICA $1350/mo
1bdrm/1bath, bungalow style,
hardwood floors, lower, refrigerator,

For Rent
one year lease (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1500/mo.
2bedrooms/1Bath, Upper, laundry,
w/d hook-ups, new cabinets, new
vinyl flooring. (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $1600/mo,
2bedrooms/2Baths, Hardwood floors,
Upper, 2-car Parking, laundry,
refrigerator, stove (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $1850/mo.
3bedrooms/2baths, laundry, quiet
neighborhood, blinds, new paint, good
location, $1,850.00. (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $2150/mo
3bdrm/2bath. Upper, North of
Wilshire, new carpets, parking,
laundry. (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $675/mo,
bachelor/1bath, carpet floors, laundry,
This apartment has no kitchen.
( 3 1 0 ) 3 9 5 - R E N T
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $950/mo
bachelor/1bath half block to beach.
Parking, hotplate/refrigerator, porch,
patio,  laundry (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $995/mo
1bedroom/1bath, new carpets,
parking , refrigerator, fresh paint, new
blinds. (310) 395-RENT 
www.westsiderentals.com

SENIORS- AFFORDABLE HOUSING
Live in a BEAUTIFUL

apt/ suite in Beverly/ Fairfax or
Santa Monica: $400-$560/month

(323) 650-7988
VENICE, STORAGE space located just
off North Venice Blvd. Highly desirable
location. $250 (310) 396-4443 x2002
ellynesis.com

VENICE, STORAGE space located just
off North Venice Blvd. Highly desirable
location. $150 (310) 396-4443 x2002
ellynesis.com
WLA: 2BDRM/1BATH. $1600/mo.
Great location, new carpet, tile, clean,
quiet, parking, patio. Brenda
(310) 991-2694.

Apartment Wanted
SEMI RETIRED 72 year old gentleman
seeks temporary living quarters.
1bdrm/bath o.k. Call Vince (310) 709-5522

Commercial Lease
DOWNTOWN SANTA MONICA Private
Office Approx. 270-720 sq/ft,
Windows/ A/C, 310-394-3322

CLSS - 1,000-5,000 sq

1610 BROADWAY
1,000-5,000 SQ FT

Ground Floor
Creative Space

20 FT+ Ceilings
Available Now

Sid Friedman
310-526-0310

CLSS - Individual Private
1617 BROADWAY

Individual Private
Offices with Windows 

New building. 
All services included.

Reception telephone answering. 

High speed T-1 Internet. 

Full use of conference rooms,

copier, printer, faxes...etc.

Parking. Flexible lease terms.

310-526-0310
SANTA MONICA 1452 2nd Street. Very
charming building, small offices.
Between $700/mo & $1200/mo.
Includes utilities & cleaning.
(310) 614-6462
SANTA MONICA. Medical Building, 9th
and Wilshire. 2500 square feet, fourth
floor, patio. Also third floor, 2400
square feet, can reduce to two 1200
square ft. offices (must see). Dual
elevators, 3 levels of underground
parking. Will construct two specs
upon acceptable lease. (310) 923-
8521 or (310) 260-2619.
SM OFFICE- Main St. 1581sqft-
3712sqft. Creative space $3.15-$3.50
FSG. Parking available. Agent
(310) 428-4086
VENICE, AVAILABLE Month to Month
until 5/31/06. Great office space
located 1 block from beach and 1/2
block from Windward Avenue. All
utilities included. Approx 365 sq.ft.
1 room with common area bathroom,
concrete floors, exposed beamed
ceilings. $850 (310) 396-4443 x2002, 
ellynesis.com
VENICE, INCREDIBLE CAMPUS Entire
Property  inc. office, garden and
parking areas! Historical 1919
Craftsman house which was torn
down in 2005 and rebuilt from the
foundation up. Everything is first class
and authentic. The space has wood
ceilings, brand new antique style
moldings, windows, electrical,
plumbing, ethernet, communication,
DVR with cameras, gated parking,
storage basement, central AC & Heat,
incredible gardens, 60+’ of Lincoln
frontage, lots of street parking on San
Miguel. 853 Lincoln Bl. $6,500 NNN
(310) 396-4443 x2006.

Real Estate
0CLSS - Fixer Uppers/4548
FIXER UPPPERS
Bargains

Call for a free listFree recorded message.
1-800-969-8257 ID #4548
www.laonlinehomepricing.com
www.LaFixerUppers.net

0CLSS - No Money Down/4543NO MONEY DOWN
Free computerized list of properties
available with no down payment.
Free recorded message.
1-800-969-8257 ID #4543
www.laonlinehomepricing.com
www.LaZeroDown.com

Real Estate
CLSS - First Time Buyers

FIRST
TIME
BUYERS
FREE report reveals 9
common buyer traps
BEFORE buying a home.

Toll Free 24 Hours
1-800-282-0185

CLSS - Where To Turn
Where to Turn

When Your Home
Doesn’t Sell

Read this Free Report
before relisting your home,

and discover 4 critical issues to
ensure that your home sells fast

and for top dollar.
Free recorded message

ID# 1019.
www.matillarealty.com

1-888-465-4534

Real Estate
PAC WEST MORTGAGE
2212 Lincoln Blvd. in Santa Moncia
1-888-FOR-LOAN
310-392-9223

We Feature 100% interest only loans

Rob Schultz, Broker
Licensed California
Broker #01218743

Equal Housing Lender

PAC
WEST
MORTGAGE
2212 Lincoln Blvd in Santa Monica

1-888-FOR-LOAN
310 392-9223

NEW CONFORMING
LOAN AMOUNTS
1 Unit $417,000
2 Units $533,850
3 Units $645,300
3 Units $645,300
4 Units $801,950

ROB
SCHULTZ

BROKER
LICENSED CALIFORNIA

BROKER #01218743

VERY AGGRESSIVE

RATES
TIME FOR A 30
YEAR FIXED?

RATES AS LOW AS 6%
30 YEAR FIXED 6.75%

10 YEAR/1 ARM 5.75%

7 YEAR/1 ARM 5.625%

5 YEAR/1 ARM 5.5%**

3 YEAR/1 ARM 5.5%**

1 YEAR/1 ARM 5.375%

6 MO./6 MO. ARM 3.375%

1 MO./1 MO. ARM 1.0%*

*Rates subject to change
* As of December 14, 2005

** Denotes an interest only loan

Massage
BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal your
body, mind, spirit.  Therapeutic,
Swedish, Deep-tissue. Energy
balancing. Strictly non-sexual.
Introductory specials from $50.00/1hr.
Lynda, L.M.T. (310) 749-0621

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong and
tender relaxing body work by mature
Europen. Very Professional, Sonja
(310) 397-0433.

Financial
PENDING LAWSUIT?
$10,000-$500,000

Cash advance in 48 hours!
Pay nothing unless you 
Win! We can help you!

(310) 712-3905

Notices
NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF
QUANG QUANG KLEINMAN
Case No. BP096101

To all heirs,
beneficiaries, creditors, contingent
creditors, and persons who may
otherwise be interested in the will or
estate, or both, of QUANG QUANG
KLEIN-MAN

A PETITION FOR
PROBATE has been filed by Mimi
Chiang in the Superior Court of
California, County of LOS
ANGELES.

THE PETITION FOR
PRO-BATE requests that Mimi
Chiang be appointed as personal
representative to administer the
estate of the decedent.

THE PETITION requests
the decedent's will and codicils, if
any, be admitted to probate. The will
and any codicils are available for
examination in the file kept by the
court.

THE PETITION requests
authority to administer the estate
under the Independent Administra-
tion of Estates Act. (This authority
will allow the personal representa-
tive to take many actions without
obtaining court approval. Before
taking certain very important ac-
tions, however, the personal repre-
sentative will be required to give
notice to interested persons unless
they have waived notice or
consented to the proposed action.)
The independent administration
authority will be granted unless an
interested person files an objection
to the petition and shows good
cause why the court should not grant
the authority.

A HEARING on the
petition will be held on February 7,
2006 at 8:30 AM in Dept. No. 5
located at 111 N. Hill St., Los
Angeles, CA 90012.

IF YOU OBJECT to the
grant-ing of the petition, you should
ap-pear at the hearing and state your
objections or file written objections
with the court before the hearing.
Your appearance may be in person
or by your attorney.

IF YOU ARE A
CREDITOR or a contingent creditor
of the deceased, you must file your
claim with the court and mail a copy
to the personal representative
appointed by the court within four
months from the date of first
issuance of letters as provided in
Probate Code section 9100. The
time for filing claims will not expire
before four months from the hearing
date noticed above.

YOU MAY EXAMINE the
file kept by the court. If you are a
per-son interested in the estate, you
may file with the court a Request for
Special Notice (form DE-154) of the
filing of an inventory and ap-praisal
of estate assets or of any petition or
account as provided in Probate Code
section 1250. A Request for Special
Notice form is available from the
court clerk.

Attorney for petitioner:
ROBERT C EROEN ESQ

SBN 170255
THE EROEN LAW FIRM PC

1801 CENTURY PK EAST
16TH FLR

LOS ANGELES CA 90067
Santa Monica Daily Press

CN745244 KLEINMAN Jan 11,12,18, 2006

DBAS
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAMES STATEMENT FILE
NO. 05 2938643 FIRST FILING. The following
person(s) is (are) doing business as First Look
Sonogram, AI #/ON 200524210069, 10657 W. Pico
Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90064. The full name of
registrant(s) is/are : Virces, LLC, 10657 W. Pico
Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90064 This Business is
being conducted by, a limited liability. Signed:
Registrant has not yet begun to transact business
under the fictitious name or names listed herein..
/s/: Virces, LLC, President, Eumea Yun
This statement was filed with the County Clerk of
LOS ANGELES County on 12/1/2005. NOTICE: THIS

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT EXPIRES
FIVE YEARS FROM THE DATE IT WAS FILED IN THE
OFFICE OF THE COUNTY CLERK. A NEW FICTITIOUS
BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT MUST BE FILED
PRIOR TO THAT DATE. The filing of this statement
does not of itself authorize the use in this state of a
fictitious business name statement in violation of
the rights of another under federal, state, or
common law (see Section 14411et seq.,Business
and Professions Code). SANTA MONICA DAILY
PRESS to publish 12/29/2005, 1/5/2006,
1/12/2006, 1/19/2006
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Private and Group

Equipment provided

CPR certified

310-920-1265

camp@learntosurfla.com

Surf Lessons
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CLSS - 877-WE-GETEM

877-WE-GET-EM
WE CAN FIND AND SERVE ANYBODY, ANYWHERE, ANYTIME.

Restraining orders & judgement collections our specialty.
lawhotline@aol.com

Services
CLSS - Compassionate Counseling

COMPASSIONATE
COUNSELING
A safe place to make changes.

Life Transitions
Stress

Relationships
Self-Esteem 

Unresolved Grief

Free Consultation
Laurie Levine, MFT (MFC 23031)

Santa Monica/SFV

(310) 284-3699
CLSS - Still Smoking?

Life is short —
Why make it shorter

STILL 
SMOKING?

Certified
Hypnotherapist

John J. McGrail, C.Ht.

(310) 235-2883
www.hypnotherapylosangeles.com

ONE HOUR Alterations, hemming,
jeans, pants, skirts, etc. Made by
professional Call Michael (310) 980-
2674 

Cleaning
CLSS - Home

Aury Bonilla  (323) 605-7197

Thorough Cleaning
Houses & Offices

Competitive Rates
Dependable Personalized Service

Great References

Quality
Cleaning

HOUSECLEANING SPECIAL

STARTING AT $99

Services

Entertainment
CLSS - Pro Violinist

Call Sandra
(310) 433-9355

PRO VIOLINIST
Classy, elegant
entertainment creates
a memorable wedding,
party or event.

Award-winner, soloist
at prestigious music fests.

Classical,
pop, etc.

Ergonomics
CLSS - Workstation
Ergo Eval
We conduct Workstation Evaluations in
your office or home. REDUCE data-entry
time by 40% by ordering the ZTAB
Keyboard great for CPA'S. FREE DEMOS.
We specialize in other unique ergonomic
products. 310-562-1554 www.e2u.0rg

Gen. Contracting
A.C. CONSTRUCTION commercial &
residential remodel. Honest and
Reliable. Free estimates. Call
(310)278-5380. Fax: (310)271-4790.
Lic# 801884 Fully insured.

A/C CONSTRUCTION
General Construction

Commercial & Residential
Remodel & Add ons

Honest • Reliable
FREE ESTIMATES
— Sabbath Observed—

310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

CLSS - Roofing Repairs

Services
CLSS - The LevelThe Level Goes On

Before The Spike Goes In

Romero Rain Gutters
Seamless Aluminum Gutters
Custom Made Color Match

Your Home or Building

(310) 408-5900 or (310) 534-3075

Repairs • Cleaning
Copper Galvanized

Free Estimate

Ask for Jose Romero
Lic. #834699

01602600

Handyman
CLSS - Evans PropertiesEvans Properties
HANDYMAN SERVICES

Expert plumbing
and instalations,

all household repairs.
Peter (310) 902-0807

CLSS - Handyman Services

Services
CLSS - Westside Guys

WESTSIDE GUYS
Full Service Handymen

CARPENTRY, ELEC., PAINT, ETC...
TERMITE AND DRY ROT REPAIR

ROOF REPAIR AND WATER DAMAGE
BOB 35/HR (310) 266-6348

CALEB 25/HR (310) 409-3244

Insurance
CLSS - Auto Home Life

AUTO • HOME • LIFE
Robert Donin

Insurance Agent
LIC: #0E87273

(310) 834-6868
rdonin@farmersagent.com

Moving & Storage
BEST MOVERS, no job too small!
2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR
Fully insured. We make it EZ. Free
prep & boxes. Discount for handicap &
seniors! 
Since 1975, Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193, (310) 300-9194

BEST MOVERS
No job too small

2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR
Fully insured. We make it EZ.

Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!

Since 1975 Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193  (310) 300-9194

Painting & Tiling
CLSS - Interior and Exterior
METICULOUS PAINTING

& DRYWALL
Interior & Exterior•FREE Estimates
10 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Call Joe: 447-8957
meticulouspainting@godaddy.com

Services
PAINTING
TOP quality A&A
Custom, Interior and Exterior
Free quote, call Jeff Arrieta (310) 560-
9864
PAINTING

Top quality A&A
Custom, Interior 

and Exterior

Free quote, 
call Jeff Arrieta
(310) 560-9864

Personal Services
CLSS - Life Coach

LIFE COACH
YOU CAN BENEFIT FROM
PERSONAL COACHING IF
YOU FEEL STUCK WITH:
Academic Goals
Career or Financial Goals
Physical or Health Goals

1⁄2OFF
INITIAL CONSULTATION, NORMALLY $200
Anthony Rogers, M.S.  - (310) 386-1808

Pool and Spa
POOL & SPA
Service and Repairs
-Weekly Service
-Drain & Cleans
-Spa Covers
-Electric Spa Repair
(310) 306-6970
FREE ESTIMATES

Services

Transportation
YOU SHOULD call: 
Taxi! Taxi!
24 hours a day, 7 days per week in
Santa Monica
Limousine rides at taxi rates
(310) 828-223324 hours a day

7 Days per Week in Santa Monica
All Mercedes Taxi Service!

10% off meter
with mention of Ad

Please call:

828-2233

Computer Services
CLSS - Call Us First
CALL US FIRST
PC/Laptop
Sales & Service

We set up
remote offices,
DSL,Internet
& Wireless.

Computer cleanup our specialty
- viruses & spyware

Home or office.
Call us LAST

Amicus Technology
(310) 670-4962

Open 7 Days a Week
www.amicustech.com

CLSS - thenerdsquad.net
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W.I.SIMONSON
SANTA MONICA
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NEW CARS
17TH & WILSHIRE•SANTA MONICA
1-800-MY-MERCEDES

PRE-OWNED CARS
1308 SANTA MONICA BLVD•SM

310-453-2045

WWW.MERCEDESBENZPRICING.COM

310•829•4511 W.I.SIMONSONW.I.SIMONSON

NOW OPEN!
EXPERIENCE THE 

ALL-NEW SERVICE CENTER 
AT W.I. SIMONSON! 

WILSHIRE BLVD.

SANTA MONICA BLVD.

COLORADO ST.

�
�

W.I.SIMONSON
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NEW SERVICE CENTER

�

CORNER OF COLORADO &14TH STREET • SANTA MONICA

• 50,000 SQ FEET!
• SAME DAY SERVICE APPTS
• OVER 60 FACTORY-TRAINED TECHNICIANS

ALSO FEATURING AN EXPANDED CUSTOMER LOUNGE WITH:
• DEDICATED PRIVATE WORK STATIONS • WIRELESS INTERNET ACCESS

• MERCEDES-BENZ PARTS AND ACCESSORIES BOUTIQUE
• COMPLIMENTARY COFFEE BAR

• $3.2 MILLION PARTS INVENTORY
• COMPLIMENTARY SHUTTLE SERVICE*
• LATEST MERCEDES-BENZ DIAGNOSTIC EQPT

* WITHIN 8 MILES OF OUR CENTER

CALL US TODAY TO SCHEDULE AN APPT! 310.453.7575

10% OFF!
DISCOUNT OFFER

WE INVITE YOU TO COME IN AND 

EXPERIENCE THE ALL NEW W.I. SIMONSON AND 

ENJOY A 10% DISCOUNT ON SERVICE AND PARTS!

*MUST BE PRESENTED AT THE TIME OF WRITE-UP IN ORDER TO TAKE 

ADVANTAGE OF THIS SPECIAL OFFER AND IS NON-TRANSFERABLE• OFFER EXPIRES 03/31/06

SERVICE DEPARTMENT HOURS: MONDAY- FRIDAY: 6:30AM - 6:30PM • SAT: 8:00AM - 5:00PM


