
Trial against Santa Monica landlord begins
Tenants are suing for
more than $1M after
2000 assault

BY JOHN WOOD
Daily Press Staff Writer

SM COURTHOUSE — A
lawsuit levied by a couple who
were assaulted by four gunmen in
their seaside apartment got under-
way Friday in a courtroom here.

Lawyers made their opening
arguments in the case midday,
with the plaintiffs’ attorney asking
jurors to find landlord Marvin
Engineering Co. Inc. responsible
for damages that will likely
exceed $1 million.

Oliver Starr, a 36-year-old for-
mer bike racer and sales consult-
ant, and his ex-girlfriend, Julien
Serrano, were held at gunpoint on
Aug. 18, 2000, in their luxury
Sunset Boulevard apartment in
Pacific Palisades. The gunmen,

who were apparently in the wrong
apartment, reportedly demanded
$30,000 in cash and beat Starr.

Attorney Blaine Greenberg said
the landlords of 17351 Sunset
Blvd. should pay Starr and
Serrano for lost wages and emo-

tional trauma caused by the assault
because they knew from previous
incidents the building was unsafe
and failed to repair it. He said both
the elevator lock and several fire
doors in the luxury building were
broken.

“If the defendants had spent
$1,950 to repair all the broken ele-
vator floor key locks ... this attack
would not have taken place,” he
said in his opening statement,

“When Iraq is liberated,
you will be treated, tried and

persecuted as a war criminal.”

– George W. Bush
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Norway Is Different:Lena Skarning,33,who
calls herself a witch, won a government
startup grant of the equivalent of US$7,400
for her Oslo-based Forest Witch Magic
Consulting business (but conditioned on her
refraining from casting evil spells). Said the
modest Skarning in October, "I'm (just) an
ordinary witch who came up with an origi-
nal business idea." And in November, a
Norwegian court ordered the government
to buy a 22-year-old, 4-foot-2 man a car
because of his severe anxiety about riding
public transportation due to his size, which
has made him the subject of taunts ever
since he was a child.

NEWS OF 
THE WEIRD
by Chuck Shepard 
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SUPER LOTTO PLUS

30, 3, 28, 6, 23
Meganumber: 19

Jackpot: $10 million

FANTASY 5
20, 32, 16, 37, 30

DAILY 3
Afternoon picks: 3, 7, 3
Evening picks: 3, 9, 0

DAILY DERBY
1st Place: 05, California Classic

2nd Place: 6, Whirl Win
3rd Place: 01, Gold Rush

Race Time: 1:43.67

ALL FORMS • ALL TYPES • ALL STATES

SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA
(310) 395-9922

429 Santa Monica Blvd. Ste. 710
Santa Monica 90401
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213 Arizona Ave. Off The 3rd Street Promenade  Tel: (310) 395-1120

The daily grind

Del Pastrana/Daily Press
Nick Slezak waits his turn as his buddy Brian
Allen works a set-up rail in a parking lot at the
beach on a recent afternoon.

Delayed Aero Theatre
opening ‘coming soon’

BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

Behind schedule by a few months, the
new operators of the historic Aero Theatre
hope to re-open the 65-year-old movie
house this spring.

American Cinematheque, a nonprofit
arts organization, took over the Aero last
April and planned to open it by the fall of
2003. But a series of delays and unantici-
pated renovation work postponed the
opening, said Barbara Smith, the director
of American Cinematheque, who was at
the Montana Avenue theater on Friday to
assess the progress.

She said the work is expected to take
10 weeks, and much of the new equip-
ment and theater chairs have been pur-
chased.

Workers realized that the aging theater
needed some serious attention once they
got in there, particularly with the electri-
cal wiring.

“I can’t figure out how they showed
movies there, it was a rat’s nest of exten-
sion cords,” Smith said. “And you need to
have a lot of electricity for a good sound
system.”

File Photo
The Aero Theatre should re-open by
this spring. American Cinematheque,
a nonprofit arts organization, took
over the Aero last April and planned to
open it by the fall of 2003 but met with
unexpected delays.

Wini Allard: ‘A gutsy broad’

City librarian has earned
national media attention

BY JOHN WOOD
Daily Press Staff Writer

When “Ms.” magazine named Santa
Monica’s top librarian one of the
year’s “50 Women Who Fought and
Won,” Wini Allard wondered what all
the fuss was about.

Sure, she’d refused to hand over pri-

vate library records to secret-service
men without a court order. But Allard
figured that’s what any First
Amendment-minded librarian would do.

“It seemed a lot of notoriety over
just doing the right thing, as far as I’m
concerned,” Allard, 66, said Friday. “I
didn’t feel as though I’d gone out and
fought a battle or anything.”

Allard joked that the local press
attention at the time of the incident and
the recent magazine article constituted

Community profiles is a weekly series that will appear each Monday and delves into the
people who live, work and play in Santa Monica.

See AERO, page 7

See LANDLORD, page 7

See PROFILES, page 6
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HOROSCOPE

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
★★ Step back and don’t take anyone or

anything personally. Someone who could be
very close to you might say something deeply
disturbing. You could also be misreading this
person. Stay close to home. No adventures,
please! Tonight: Get some extra sleep.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
★★★★ You might need to have a long

talk with someone in the know about finances,
though this might involve work and not you.
With this person you can put together a budget
that will work. Brainstorm with others. Tonight:
You’re happiest with the crowd.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
★★★★ Accept responsibilities with your

normal graciousness. Besides, you really do not
have a choice. Adapt plans to the problem at hand;
you will be able to resolve what someone else
seems stymied by. Tonight: Prepare to work late.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
★★★★ Get needed information, and calm

down yourself, as well as others. Whatever
might disturb you can be alleviated with a dif-
ferent perspective or more information. Even
your thinking transforms as a result. Tonight:
Zero in on a movie.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
★★★★★ Financial and emotional gains

come by asking the right questions and perhaps
becoming an even more independent thinker.
Though they mean well, your friends could lead
you down the wrong path. Tonight:
Togetherness works.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
★★★★★ Defer to others, especially

around a boss or authority figure who could give
a conflicted message. Be imaginative when deal-
ing with associates or when in a meeting. Good
ideas flow in this atmosphere. Tonight: The only
answer is “yes.”

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS

The stars show the kind of day you’ll have: 

★★★★★ -Dynamic  ★★★★ -Positive  ★★★ -Average  
★★ -So-so  ★ -Difficult

Sag, prepare to work late

ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
★★★★ You might need to reorganize a

project because of information that comes for-
ward. Though you might grumble, you’re right in
your element, being a troubleshooter and a solu-
tion-finder. You resolve the issue effectively.
Tonight: Bring extra work home.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
★★★★ A partner might disappoint you,

be it with a loan or some other type of commit-
ment. You find ways around the issue with your
unusual creativity and spontaneity. Detach if you
feel upset. You won’t find answers until you
calm down. Tonight: So what if it is Monday?

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★ Build a relationship on a stronger

foundation. You might wonder what happened to
make an associate rear and react in such a man-
ner. Remember that though you might be affect-
ed, his or her behavior could have very little to
do with you. Tonight: Relax at home.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
★★★★ You could be overwhelmed by

impending confusion around you. Make it your job
to sort through the problems and find more effec-
tive ways of handling these issues. Your calmness
and questions help. You’ll find your way through
the maze! Tonight: Get together with a pal.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
★★★ Deal with your finances before they deal

with you! A risk will backfire right now, whether it
involves money or love. Play it conservatively, if you
can. Once you see what has happened, you gain
insight into what NOT to do! Tonight: Pay bills.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
★★★★★ Your smile is a winner to every-

one except a key loved one or family member.
Could this person be jealous? You cannot be pop-
ular with everyone all of the time. Use your cre-
ativity — be it at work or play — and you’ll come
out smelling like roses. Deal with those with
whom you are popular. Tonight: As you like it.

TThhee  DDaaiillyy  HHoorroossccooppee  iiss  pprroouuddllyy  ssppoonnssoorreedd  bbyy::
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SUNSET GRILL
A C o n t i n e n t a l  C a f e

B R E A K F A S T  ■ L U N C H  ■ D I N N E R
Open from 7:30am - 9pm ■ Closed Sundays & Holidays

1701 Ocean Park Blvd. in Santa Monica  ■ 310-450-7546

Try Our Famous Salad Combination
1 Item Combo: $7.25 ❂ 2 Item Combo: $8.75 ❂ 3 Item Combo: $9.75
Served on a Bed of Mixed Greens and Your Choice of These Items:

CChhiicckkeenn  ❂ CChheeeessee  TToorrtteelliinnii  ❂ DDuucckk  PPaattee  ❂ GGrreeeenn  BBeeaannss  ww//  AAllmmoonnddss

CChhiicckkeenn  CCuurrrryy  ❂ RRaattaattoouullee  ❂ PPeennnnee  PPeesstt  ww//  CCrraabb  ❂ CCoorrnn  SSaallaadd

EEggggppllaanntt  ww//  PPiinnee  NNuuttss  ❂ PPaassttaa  ww//  SSaauussaaggee  ❂ TToommaattoo  ww//  MMoozzzzaarreellllaa

FFaavvaa  BBeeaannss  ❂ CCoorrnn  SSaallaadd  ❂ BBeeeettss  ❂ AAssppaarraagguuss  ❂ PPoottaattoo  SSaallaadd  ......  aanndd  MMoorree!!

Lower Rates & Best Service to Your Destination.

24 Hours Door-to-Door Shuttle Service

COAST SHUTTLE

(800) 449-8267
V  A  N  S

www.coastshuttle.com

Shuttles to All Airports, Piers, & Amusement Parks.
Over 16 Years Experience

TO or FROM
Santa Monica to LAX - $14

Venice to LAX - $12

AWARD WINNING
BEER SELECTION

29 Beers on Draught

HAPPY HOUR 4-6PM    Monday thru Friday

PLAN YOUR NEXT PARTY 
ON THE PATIO

2911 Main Street • Santa Monica • 11:30am - Midnight Mon-Sun
Telephone 310.314.4855 • www.libraryalehouse.com

$5.99 Burger Monday!!!
Your choice of:

Ahi • Salmon • Boca
Garden • Turkey • Beef

BOB GABRIEL INSURANCE

California survey shows Mercury Insurance Auto
rates to be the most competetive in this area.

Phone Quotes Available

Providing Professional & Personalized Service Since 1936

■  Auto Experts ■  Life, Disability & Pension

■  Homeowners ■  Commercial & Business

■  Workers Compensation ■  Group & Individual Health

Representing “A” rated companies 
including MERCURY INSURANCE

310.829.0305
2325 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica

We encourage you to visit the Santa
Monica Historical Society Museum —

The Archives of Santa Monica.
1539 Euclid (310) 395-2290
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Since 1967
Quality  &  Value  Always!

Start the New
Year Right...
EAT WELL!

310-399-7892
2732 Main St.

Santa Monica

Open 6am - 2:30pm Mon. - Fri.
6am - 4pm Sat. - Sun.

Design a Party with a Slice!
Specializing in Event Catering, Office Parties and Birthdays

Lunch/Office Delivery

915 Wilshire Blvd. • 310.451.SLICE(7542)

1622 Ocean Park Blvd. • 310.399.4060

•H
om

em

ade • Fresh Ingredients • D
inners

H
ot Subs • Calzones • Pasta

s
•

“A slice of NY in your 
own backyard.”

— Anthony Dias Blue
Bon Appetit Lifestyle

Today should see fair to good conditions with 5-8 foot head high

to 3 foot overhead.

OUTLOOK: Good conditions should continue throughout the

week until Thursday.

Write us at wood@smdp.com and tell us what the surf is doing

today at your local break.

Today the
water Is:

56 º

LOW TIDES HIGH TIDES
LOW ONE LOW TWO HIGH ONE HIGH TWO

SATURDAY 3:49 AM 5:14 PM 9:58 AM N/A

SUNDAY 4:32 AM 5:48 PM 12:04 AM 10:35 AM

MONDAY 5:32 AM 6:23 PM 12:43 AM 11:21 AM

TUESDAY 6:49 AM 7:06 PM 1:24 AM 12:15 PM

WEDNESDAY 8:31 AM 7:48 PM 2:07 AM 1:41 PM

THURSDAY 10:08 AM 8:48 PM 3:00 AM 3:44 PM

FRIDAY 11:19 AM 9:51 PM 3:50 AM 5:32 PM

Turkey
Sandwich  

8 ttaaxx  iinncclluuddeedd

Daily  Specials  come  with  
french  fries  +  drink

The Tastiest Hawaiian Sandwiches

111199  BBrrooaaddwwaayy,,  SSaannttaa  MMoonniiccaa
331100..339944..00110000

OOppeenn
DDaaiillyy  ffrroomm
1111  aa..mm..  ttoo
1100  pp..mm..

Today’s Special: Store Hours:

The Surf Report is sponsored by:

COMMUNITY BRIEFS
Citizen cops to graduate
By Daily Press staff

The 19th class of the Santa Monica Police Department’s Citizen Police Academy
will graduate its first television star this month.  

Longtime Santa Monica resident and patron of the SMPD’s mounted patrol unit,
June Lockhart, who starred in “Lassie” and “Lost in Space,” will graduate with 17
other classmates on Wednesday, Jan. 21, at Shutters on the Beach Hotel at 6:30 p.m. 

The SMPD Citizen Academy began on Wednesday, Oct. 29, 2003. The academy,
which is run by SMPD’s community-relations unit, is offered twice a year and is
free to Santa Monica residents, students or employees.

The 11-week program, one night per week for three hours, gives participants an
overview of the department’s functions, responsibilities and operational procedures.
Classes are taught by police officers, police executives and highly specialized non-
sworn employees of the SMPD. 

Included in the course are demonstrations, discussions, lectures and personal par-
ticipation in mock exercises. Units involved include the defensive tactics team, metro
team, K-9, traffic enforcement and internal affairs. Participants also receive an exten-
sive tour of the new Public Safety Facility, where a majority of the classes were held.

Catoe riding the big bus dream
By Daily Press staff

John Catoe, former head of Santa Monica’s Big Blue Bus, has elevated his status
in the transportation world.

Catoe, now deputy CEO of the Los Angeles Country Metropolitan Transportation
Authority, has joined the governing board of WestStart-CALSTART, further expand-
ing the scope of North America’s leading advanced transportation organization.

In addition to operating the nation’s largest natural-gas bus fleet, LACMTA also
is known as a national leader in terms of the development of Bus Rapid Transit sys-
tems. BRT is viewed as a cost-effective means of providing high-volume transit
service in a cost-effective manner. The LACMTA is the nation’s third largest transit
district and serves as transportation planner and coordinator, designer, builder and
operator for a population of more than 9.6 million people in the region with the
nation’s worst air quality. 

“Making transportation options cleaner — more efficient — and more of a total
solution for the residents of our region is the LACMTA’s commitment,” said Catoe.
“Our goal and our charter is better mobility across the spectrum. Whether it’s in
improved drive systems for our buses or enhanced services for our riders, such as
Metro Rapid, we see tremendous synergy and value in linking with WestStart-CAL-
START and its innovative programs and partners in these areas.”

Mr. Catoe has 22 years of public-transit experience. He belongs to the American
Public Transportation Association, the American Society for Public Administration
and is vice chair of the California Transit Association.

“John Catoe is a transit industry leader and will be right at home on a board made
up of advanced transportation innovation leaders,” noted John Boesel, president &
CEO of WestStart-CALSTART. “Given that we are headquartered in Pasadena, it
makes a tremendous amount of sense that we partner with the LACMTA given its
leadership in BRT and alternative-fueled buses.”

WestStart-CALSTART currently serves a key advisory role to the Federal Transit
Administration on BRT issues and is actively involved in helping companies devel-
op and deploy clean and efficient drive systems for transit and other heavy-duty
vehicles. It operates the Hybrid Truck Users Forum in a partnership with the U.S.
Army’s National Automotive Center, and sponsors a major conference on clean,
heavy-duty vehicles each spring — the next one Feb. 25-27 in Rancho Mirage,
Calif. WestStart-CALSTART is also a leader in helping organize and launch “Clean
Mobility Centers,” transit-linked locations that provide commuters with additional
options such as bikes, electric scooters and car sharing.

WestStart-CALSTART is a fuel-neutral, participant-supported organization of
approximately 115 organizations, dedicated to expanding and supporting a high-tech
transportation industry that cleans the air, creates jobs and improves energy efficiency.

Last week, a very well organized
group of school supporters filed an
amendment to the city charter that would
mandate City Hall fork over a minimum
of $6 million annually to the local school
district, which faces severe budget cuts
from the federal and state governments.

School supporters have continuously
thanked the City Council for financially
helping the district out in past years, but
they want to ensure they get more money
to keep local schools top-notch. Voters
most likely will be asked in November if
taxpayer money should be dedicated to

the schools. City officials, however,
aren’t too keen on the idea of not having
control over the cash.

So this week, Q-Line wants to know,
“Should the schools have a set amount
of money put aside every year or
should the discretion be left up to the
City Council?”

Call (310) 285-8106 with your
response before Thursday at 5 p.m. We’ll
print them in Friday’s paper. Please limit
your comments to a minute or less. It
might help to think first about the word-
ing of your response.



Ahh, New Year’s. Time to feel better.
Time to throw away last year’s Bingo
card, call for a new round, wipe away last
year’s should-haves and locate your
resolve. Resolutions. So that by Dec. 31,
2004, or hopefully even sooner, whatever
is annoying you now just might be
resolved.

I must have sat down six different
times to write down my New Year’s res-
olutions. When I woke up Jan. 1, I was
giddy and relieved because on that day,
regardless of the status quo, “life as you
want it” is required to feel possible. And
if things are possible, we can resolve to
do them. Can I make it to the gym three
or more times a week this year? It’s pos-
sible, so let it be resolved. Let that, and
all our other “resolution” stand-bys be
announced once more: Exercise, eat
right, call old friends, remember birth-
days, clean house, organize shoes, study
vocabulary.

In other words: Get by.

Is that it? I resolve to get by? I resolve
to feel okay? Make minor improvements?
I guess …

Shouldn’t the things we resolve to do
matter more? Or are resolutions simply
maintenance tools to help our jalopy as we
ride on the crooked road to bigger places?
If so, when did we decide to begin the
journey? When do we allow ourselves to
dream of those big, far-off places?

Last weekend I met my friend Daria’s
grandparents. We were visiting friends in
Tucson, and so we spent some time with
Carlo, her Italian-born, first-generation
American grandfather and his wife,
Alexandria. We were invited to their
home, unmistakably the realization of
someone’s long-time-formulating dream
home. It stood high on the skyline and
overlooked the whole city. Its balcony
offered 270 degrees of city lights,
descended down to the pool and was side-
lined by citrus trees. The inside boasted
Italian-born tile and could host 100 or
more laughing guests, drinks in hand, con-
versation candid.

It was a dream turned reality. A big
place and much, much more than a resolu-
tion achieved. 

Carlo’s story: When Carlo was 15, he
arrived in United States, unable to speak
English, with a suitcase, $50, and a letter
of recommendation (written in Italian).
He found a job as a waiter, first in D.C.,

then in San Francisco where he spotted
and wooed his now-wife of 61 years. He
followed his nose to Alaska to mine for
gold before leaving to serve in WWII.
After returning, he started two businesses
that failed, then another that succeeded,
and went on to support what has become a
strong and growing family.

When Carlo was 15, he dreamt of
something he could never have actually
imagined as a picture, as the thing it final-
ly became. Whatever his dream was, I
could see that it had come true.

So what were you doing when you
were 15? I was running for cheerleader.

Sitting down for the sixth time to write
my resolutions, I thought “Caroline,
where did your risk-taker self go? When
was the last time you set out, not knowing
where you would land but sure that you
had the strength to arrive?” Many of our
ancestors, mine included, arrived without
a final destination, on a boat passing
through Ellis and moving on into this land
where they worked and it worked in
return. I think of my other friend, Lindsey,
whose mother left Korea at 16 bound for
Kanab, Utah. 

Yeah, Kenab. Where? 
Exactly.
They struggled day by day, one oppor-

tunity to the next. Learned the language,
deciphered the codes, failed, got back up
again, and lived and loved in the mean-

time. They didn’t know what they’d do,
but they believed they could do it, and
they weren’t scared to try. Carlo could
never have described the life he’s led
since he left Italy, it could never have been
itemized and listed in resolution form. His
life has been one of dreams of big places.

Describe America from Italy at 15? No.
Dream? Yes.

I went back a last time to my own list
of resolutions, stared at the page, tried to
remember why I was making a to-do list
of things I should do naturally.

Why don’t we make lists of dreams,
even if they’re crazy or impossible?
Maybe it’s time to give up what we think
we should become and leave the page
blank for the things we could never
describe.

Yes, exercise is great, the calling of old
friends is healthy. Minor improvements
make each day better. But personally, I
don’t want to be the thing I set out to be. I
want a surprise. Even if it’s hard.

If we allow ourselves to dream of being
something we cannot yet imagine, we
might achieve something we never
thought we could.

Anyway, I gotta go to the gym. 

(Caroline Bodkin lives in Los Angeles and
wonders daily if she’ll miss her calling).

‘A liar is a liar’
Editor:

The cartoonist could use the same motif for different people. For instance, “A Bush
is a Bush” or “A Schwarzenegger is a Schwarzenegger.” Well, you get the idea (Funny
Paperz, SMDP, Jan. 7, page 4).

I think Pete Rose should definitely consider a career in politics. After all, he
already has the foremost and main prerequisite down pat — his willingness to lie to
the public over a long period of time. I know at least one political party who would
snap him up in a heartbeat. Maybe Pete will never be elected to the Baseball Hall of
Fame, but he could well be elected to high office in present-day America.

Marilyn Brennan
Santa Monica

Taxpayer money should be spent on taxpayers
Editor:

Bill Bauer’s article on Friday analyzing SMRR strategy (SMDP, Jan. 2, page 4)
was very revealing. Bill’s observations that SMRR is pandering to the labor unions
because the unions are providing money and campaign workers should be a wake-up
call for all Santa Monica residents.

The SMRR-controlled City Council is spending millions of our tax dollars not to
reduce gun violence in the Pico neighborhood, or to improve the quality of life for the
residents of our city, but on social-service programs for non-residents and to curry
favor with big labor.

For example, SMRR backed the recent school-parcel tax, which raises taxes on
homeowners and raises rents for tenants allegedly because the city did not have the
money to help our school children. But at the same time, SMRR strongly supports
spending millions to develop low-income housing for the union hotel workers, also
known as potential campaign workers and SMRR voters. The city is developing low-
income housing projects at the former Gallegos Restaurant on Broadway and 15th
Streets, and the former Jewish Community Center at 26th Street and Santa Monica
Boulevard. They will tear down Shakey’s Pizza at Berkeley Street and Santa Monica
Boulevard to build another high-density low-income housing project.

Vivian Rothstein, a highly paid organizer for the hotel employees and restaurant
employees union (H.E.R.E.) will present another increased minimum-wage proposal
to the City Council on Jan. 13. She will probably ask the SMRR council to place on
the November 2004 ballot a proposal that will compel a higher minimum wage and

which will cost over $3 million a year to administer. Yet the SMRR-run council will
probably say there is no money in the budget for schools. This is just more political
pay back for the union’s generosity and support for SMRR politicians. Instead of
spending $3 million to administer the union proposal, I would support a proposal to
compel the city to give a percentage of the general fund every year to support our
local schools. As a tenant, my position is our tax money should be spent on Santa
Monica residents, not on non-resident social services or a union payoff.

Mike Rosenfeld
Santa Monica
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LETTERS

Dreams, not personal improvements, are what should be resolved

Opinions expressed are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents
are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters we receive, except
those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to sack@smdp.com. All letters must include the author’s name
and telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Suite 202, Santa
Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content.

HIP TO BE
SQUARE
By Caroline Bodkin
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DEVELOPMENT CENTER

presents

SMALL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT CENTER

3233-C Donald Douglas Loop South 310.398.8883
Santa Monica, CA  90405 www.vedc.org

“The SBDC helped us to keep the faith in our
products. Eat only the best chocolate in 2004!”

— Tarcis Verfaillie
Owner of Chocolatt ...from Belgium

Call us for more information

The recent earthquake still rumbles in
my mind. For starters, it was my first
one ever. Tell me: Did it have to be
California’s strongest since 1999? 

When my computer started to shake
in front of me and the office blinds start-
ed to sway back and forth, banging their
metal hinges against one another, a feel-
ing of alarm and dread rushed through
my body. I stood only long enough to be
reminded of how I felt on the cruise ship
my family and I took years ago from
Florida to the Bahamas. Then ... I sat
and waited.

“That was a long one,” my colleague,
a California native, said about a minute
later when it sort of felt like the earth
had stopped moving. She casually
turned on the office television so we
could learn that it had
been 6.5 in magnitude.

Over the next cou-
ple of days, we heard
more of the earth-
quake’s outcome in
the epicenter north-
east of San Simeon,
and the devastation in surrounding
areas such as Paso Robles where build-
ings were destroyed, cars demolished
and, more importantly, two women lost
their lives. My thoughts and sympathy
go out to their families and friends.

Although one of my colleagues was
disappointed that he hadn’t felt the
quake in his car on the way to work,
others who have lived through earth-
quakes over the course of their lives
wondered why they had responded
with such unease to this recent one.
Other veterans felt nauseous for the
rest of the day after it occurred.
Could’ve been the numerous after
shocks, but I’m doubtful.

The fact is, unless perhaps you’re a
seismologist, most of us don’t know
when an earthquake is going to strike.
But when it does — and when the
ground starts to move underneath you
— it’s odd. Take it from someone with a
new perspective. 

A stranger in the washroom about an
hour after the quake said: “This was a
roller. Just you wait until your power
goes out and things are a lot bumpier,
sweetie. The jolts are pretty rough, and

you don’t want to be in an older build-
ing. That’s when it’s really scary.”

“Great,” I said as I smiled weakly and
washed my hands next to her. I made a
mental note: Avoid old buildings. 

Yet, as I returned to my desk, I
thought back to the day when my broth-
er and I were driving up a windy moun-
tain road to go snowboarding. “You
must always respect the mountain,” he
told me. “We must always respect
Mother Nature.” 

Family and friends gathered in the
San Bernardino Mountains to enjoy
their natural surroundings on Christmas
Day. Then a mudslide struck their cele-
bration, and many lives were lost. Who
was respecting whom in Iran on Dec.
26? At last count, the earthquake had

buried over 30,000
people.  

Certainly, my
brother isn’t suggest-
ing that he is showing
disregard when, as a
ski enthusiast, he goes
cat skiing. Is he?

When friends and I flipped while white-
water rafting because the current was
particularly strong, should we not have
challenged the unsettled rapids a second
time? Where’s the fun in that?

I think of the young teenage surfer
who lost her arm to a shark in October.
Her plan was to get back in the water, on
her surfboard, as soon as possible. I’ve
been told she has. I hope so.

Apparently it was only a matter of
time before the next earthquake hit here,
and therefore it was only a matter of
time for me to experience my first.
Another California friend told me that
earthquakes are just something you
accept as part of living in California.
You exist with them. And he’s right. But
each time I live through another, for one
quick moment my heart will skip a beat
and I will have the nearest door or table
in my sight. Just in case.

(Amy Perritt is a new resident of
Santa Monica and a free-lance writer on
the side. E-mail her at aperritt@hot-
mail.com).

Shaken, not stirred is
how a new Californian
responds to a quake

Guest 
Commentary

By Amy Perritt

Do you have Do you have 
community news?community news?

... Submit news... Submit news
rreleaseseleases
Email to:Email to:

sack@smdp.com sack@smdp.com 
or fax 310.576.9913or fax 310.576.9913

Santa Monica Daily Press
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her “15 minutes of fame.” In reality,
Allard, a widower and grandmother who
lives in Century City, is content as a
community force who operates largely
behind the scenes.

The Harvard-educated librarian has
worked in Santa Monica for 13 years.
She moved to Los Angeles from Detroit
as a young mother so her husband
William could take work as a landscape
architect. Though William passed away
five years ago from stomach cancer,
Allard still keeps their Century City
townhouse and appears as excited as
ever about books. She is an avid reader.

For Allard, there’s plenty to look for-
ward to. 

In the fall of 2005, the new $52 mil-
lion Santa Monica main library is sched-
uled to open, complete with state-of-the-
art equipment and ecologically astute
facilities. Asked if she’s excited to be at
the helm with the new building less than
two years off, Allard said, “Oh my good-
ness, yes. I think it’s going to be such a
landmark in this city.”

Here, the Daily Press asks more
about Santa Monica’s resident book-
worm.

You’ve become a national champi-
on of First Amendment rights. How’d
that happen?

“We’re very conscious. We talk about
it a lot. If someone comes in asking for

information about a library user, we
have a routine. They’re referred to the
administration, and I get in touch with
the city attorney. 

“I also have been adamant that they
must have a court order to release infor-
mation. Sometimes it feels a little
uncomfortable to be quite so rigid, but I
feel I have a responsibility. And I have
had a lot of positive response from the
community, people saying they appreci-
ate that I’ve done that. So I will contin-
ue to take that stand.”

Can you tell us more about your
interaction with the government?

“I’m not supposed to, but I will.
There was only one, and it was shortly
after 9-11. ... It was the Secret Service. I
must say that was a little off-putting, to
have the Secret Service come in and say,
‘We need this information.’ So I said,
‘Fine, you’ll have to have a court order.’

“They were back within 24 hours
with a court order. The unfortunate thing
is the individual they were looking for
was not in our records, so I felt it was a
moot point ... But I feel that what one
person reads is no one else’s business.

“Now (officials are) concerned about
people carrying almanacs. ... It can get
really absurd then, that they could arrest
someone for wanting to carry around an
almanac because they may be a terrorist.
...

“I was at a state workshop about the
Patriot Act ... and an FBI man said, ‘I
don’t understand it, don’t you people
want us to help stop terrorism?’ So
they’re entirely missing the point. Of

PROFILES, from page 1

See PROFILES, page 8



Aero Theatre will remain a single-movie house
The Aero Theatre, under the operation of Chris Allen

for 11 years, ran 35 millimeter films. American
Cinematheque, which is pumping several hundred thou-
sand dollars into the renovation, will show 70 millimeter
movies.

There will be new seats, a larger movie screen, state-
of-the-art sound and projection systems, and many new
features, Smith said. The symbolic marquee that stands
above the theater located at Euclid and Montana
Avenues will remain intact, as well as the theater’s art-
deco interior.

“I think people will be very surprised,” she said,
adding Santa Monica residents have been calling her for
months wondering when the project will be completed.
“The neighborhood is getting ancy.”

Smith also said the delays actually helped the renova-
tion because planners were able to take their time and put
more thought into what was needed.

American Cinematheque signed a 10-year lease with
theater owner James Rosenfeld last spring. The American

Cinematheque recently restored the historic 1922
Egyptian Theatre in Hollywood and many of the films
shown there will make it to Santa Monica.

Cinematheque presents at the Egyptian Theatre a
diverse, year-round film series featuring rare, unusual
films and videos from all over the world, Smith said.

By expanding its operation in Santa Monica,
American Cinematheque hopes to broaden its audience
by offering one-of-a-kind films. 

The Aero’s history is filled with twists and turns. In
May 2000, a representative of Robert Redford announced
to the Santa Monica City Council that the actor/director
had plans to buy the theater and restore it as part of a
planned chain of independent movie houses. Redford fre-
quented the cinema when he was a young boy.

Theater fans were relieved the Aero, located on a
street that is fast becoming the Rodeo Drive of Santa
Monica, had been saved from conversion to a clothing
store, as so many other small theaters have become. But
Redford’s plan later unraveled due to financial problems. 

Rosenfeld then began his search once again to find the
right operator for his theater. He approached American

Cinematheque in 1998 after visiting the Egyptian. But it
wasn’t until the end of 2001 that discussions between the
two parties became serious.

Allen, the theater’s former operator, had fallen behind
on the $10,000-a-month rent. The community rallied
behind the Aero at several fundraisers that Allen held to
keep the theater going. 

At the time, the theater ran second-run blockbusters
fans might have missed at big-name multiplexes, or inde-
pendent films they might have missed elsewhere. But
with only five or six people arriving for most showings,
the theater’s future was constantly at risk.

LOCAL
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ATTENTION: Back Pain Sufferers…
“FREE Report Reveals The
Shocking Truth About How To
Get Rid Of YOUR Low Back
Pain Once And For All Without
Drugs Or Surgery!”
West LA, CA - A local doc-
tor’s shocking new FREE
report reveals the truth about
using over the counter drugs,
and even prescribed drugs to
fix the real cause of your low
back pain: They don’t work!

If you’ve been told you
need surgery on your low
back, you must find out the
#1 reason most low back
surgery’s are ineffective or at
best only offer short-term
pain relief. 

Readers will also discover
what many university studies

have proven to be the most
effective, safest, and longest
lasting treatment for eliminat-
ing YOUR low back pain. 

Don’t suffer with your
pain another day because
you don’t have to!

To receive a copy of the
FREE report entitled: “The
Truth About Low Back Pain
And How To Eliminate It
Once And For All Without
Drugs Or Surgery!” call toll-
free 1-888-241-2207 and lis-
ten to the 24 hr. recorded
message.

318 Santa Monica Blvd. • Santa Monica
310-458-5350 • www.britanniapub.com
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English Premier Soccer League & All NFL Games  
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Trial will resume this week
adding, “This attack was not only pre-
dictable, but easily and inexpensively
avoidable.”

Attorney Gilbert Garcia, who repre-
sents Marvin Engineering, disputed
claims that the $4,500-a-month apartment
was advertised to the couple as high secu-
rity. He indicated that the gunmen would
have gotten into the apartment by whatev-
er means necessary.

“There were ... four people who were
intent to get in — and they did,” said Garcia,
who was accompanied by Jennifer Lechter, a
resident of the building and the company’s
director of real estate. Lechter also is the
daughter of Marvin Engineering’s co-owner.

What’s more, although Starr and
Serrano are suing for emotional damages
and trauma, Garcia said no documents or
medical records of those conditions exist.
And Garcia said Lechter, who met with
the couple the evening of the break-in,
could see no visible effects of the assault.

The landlords are countersuing for a
total of $42,101 in losses, claiming they
lost out on $37,800 after the couple broke
their two-year lease to rent a house in
Venice and spent another $2,301 on bro-
ker and move-out fees.

After opening statements, witnesses
for the plaintiffs began to take the stand.
By the day’s close, fellow tenant Tamy
Soussana, whose apartment was broken
into three months before the assault, as
well as a police officer and Starr had
taken the witness stand.

The trial, which is being heard by
Santa Monica Superior Court Judge
Valerie Baker, will resume Tuesday. It is
expected to last another 10 days.

Although the key issue in the case is
whether the landlord was negligent in the

security of the building, the details of the
assault have at times taken center stage.
During opening statements, Greenberg recre-
ated the 20-minute ordeal, which he said
began with two gunmen storming through
the front door and the other two bursting
through the patio door simultaneously.

Starr, Serrano and two female lunch
guests were then tied up, and the three
women were dragged to a back bedroom,
where Serrano was groped and threatened
with rape, Greenberg told jurors. Starr,
whose head was covered with a blanket,
was pistol-whipped by assailants, who
also demanded $30,000 in cash.

The gunmen might have had the wrong
apartment, Greenberg said. During the
course of the attack, they repeatedly called
Starr “Matt,” a reported drug dealer who
also lived in the building but had fled in the
middle of the night one month earlier for
unknown reasons. The entire assault ended
after Starr directed the gunmen to $300 in
his wallet, where they probably discovered
his real identity, Greenberg said.

That’s when the room got quiet, he told
jurors.

“Oliver heard one of the men say, ‘Be
cool. Some motherf--ker sent us to the
wrong place,’” he said.

LANDLORD, from page 1

“This attack was not only predictable, but
easily and inexpensively avoidable.”

– BLAINE GREENBERG
Plaintiffs’ attorney
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course we want to catch terrorists, but
we also want to protect our rights and all
the things we live here for. ... 

“I thought it was a nice tactic to put
us on the defense, that ‘Why don’t we
want to fight terrorists?’ But I guess
that’s quite typical.”

What about “Ms.” Magazine. How
was that experience?

“There had been some information
about this in the local papers. ... The
reporter at “Ms.” had heard about that,
and they had heard about women taking
stands. ...

“I did get a lot of response from peo-
ple in the community. I had one person
that called me and said, ‘Thanks for
being such a gutsy broad.’ So I thought
that was thanks enough. I love the idea
of being a gutsy broad, although I’m not
sure “Ms.” would appreciate that.”

You’ve worked in Santa Monica
for 13 years. What do you like most
about it here?

“I think the thing that I like most
about the city is the concern of the com-
munity. I have never lived in a place
where a community has been more con-
cerned with the rights and the good of
all, and I find that very impressive.

“I also love being this close to the
ocean. I think it makes the city very spe-
cial. ... Maybe because of the vastness of
the ocean, it allows people to think in
bigger terms than people in enclosed
cities. That’s kind of far-fetched, but I
wonder.”

What about the other side of the
coin. What areas would you like to see
improved?

“A lot of things I would like to leave
just as they are. I think maybe the densi-
ty and the inability to park and easily get
where you want to go. ... That’s one of
the things that I’d like to see changed
and improved.

How do you think that might be
accomplished?

“Gee, I wish I knew. I think if I knew,
I’d have a job for life, wouldn’t I?

“I think the emphasis is towards a
walking city, but it’s a hard thing to do.
It’s a hard thing to change people’s
mindsets — when people in Southern
California are so accustomed to jumping
in a car, they don’t think about walking
anywhere.”

If you weren’t the city librarian,
what would you be doing?

“I’d probably be a reference librarian
somewhere.”

What about your dream job, what
would that be?

“I think this is it. I love this job. I love
this community.”

As the city librarian, Allard oversees
Santa Monica’s main library and its
three branches. A devoted protector of
the First Amendment, Allard is also
overseeing the new main library con-
struction, a project expected to cost $52
million and be completed in the fall of
2005.

Salary: $115,000.
Background: Before coming to

Santa Monica in 1991, Allard worked
for 12 years with the County of Los
Angeles Public Library system.

Education: Undergraduate studies
at University of California, Los
Angeles. Masters in Library and
Information Science from the
University of Michigan and Masters
in Public Administration from
Harvard’s Kennedy School of
Government.

Family: Widower with two chil-
dren and two grandchildren.
Daughter, Michelle, is 34. Son, Scott,
is 32. 
Born: Jan. 3, 1938, in Detroit, Mich.
Residence: Culver City atownhouse.   
Hobbies: Reading — anything, but espe-
cially mystery novels — and traveling.

Wini Allard, city librarian

PROFILES, from page 6
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STATE

BY DEBORAH KONG 
AP Minority Issues Writer 

SAN JOSE — A chef at a Mexican
restaurant, Alvaro Tejeda skipped work
Dec. 12 to protest the repeal of a
California law allowing undocumented
immigrants to apply for driver’s licenses. 

Tejeda expected he might receive a
warning, or get demoted. Instead, he says,
he was fired the next day. 

Advocates say they’ve heard from
dozens of workers like Tejeda who claim
they lost their jobs because they missed
work to join the one-day economic strike.
Though it’s been tough getting by without
a job, many who were fired say they
believe the boycott was a success, and
some are hoping to join similar actions
planned for May and December 

“The more we are, the more we’ll be
able to make ourselves be heard,” said
Tejeda, a 23-year-old, undocumented
Mexican immigrant who lives in San Jose.
“We have to support each other.” 

Tejeda’s former employer, El Torito
Restaurant, issued a statement saying
employees were terminated because they
violated a company attendance policy.
Tejeda says he told his supervisor ahead
of time he might observe the boycott. 

It’s unclear how many people partici-
pated overall; organizers estimate tens of
thousands joined throughout the state. 

Salvador Sandoval, a founder of Latino
Focus in Redwood City, said his group
has received about 150 phone calls from
people who lost their jobs after the strike.
Hispanic organizations have held commu-

nity workshops to help people find new
jobs and get training and legal help, said
Sandoval who has spoken at five such
meetings. 

If their employer has a leave policy,
employees cannot be denied a day off
from work because they plan to engage in
political activities, said Tomas Margain, a
San Francisco attorney who spoke at one
of the workshops. 

But most workers he talked to didn’t
ask for, or were denied, time off that day
and may have little recourse, he said.
Some mistakenly believed their employer
supported the boycott, while others
thought they were secure because so
many co-workers were missing work.
Some just decided to take a risk. 

Organizers of the boycott say they have
been trying to help workers get their jobs
back. In Northern California, activists
heard from more than 400 people who lost
their jobs, and all but 30 were reinstated
after advocates spoke with their employ-
ers, said Nativo Lopez, president of the
Mexican American Political Association.
In Southern California, the group has
heard from about 20 employees; half got
their jobs back, he said. 

“With the literally tens of thousands of
workers that participated, it’s a minute
number of people,” Lopez said. “With
every social movement, there’s always a
byproduct of direct action.” 

The economic strike underlined the
importance of immigration issues in this
state, where one in four residents is for-
eign-born. Critics have said allowing ille-
gal immigrants to get driver’s license is “a

free pass” that could allow terrorists and
other criminals into the state. 

Though Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger
signed legislation repealing the driver’s
license law, he has indicated he is willing
to consider a similar bill if it had more
security safeguards. 

Tejeda, who has lived in the United
States for eight years, said police have
impounded his cars four times after find-
ing he had no driver’s license and no
insurance. Each time, he had to pay about
$800 to get his car back and $600 in fines. 

“There are a lot of times we have to
take our child to the doctor. Sometimes
we live far away from our jobs. At night
sometimes there are no buses. We have to
drive,” Tejeda said. With driver’s licenses
“the government would have a better eye
on us.” 

Undocumented immigrants weren’t the
only ones in the protest. 

“It’s important to show those people
that do not have documents that the rest of
us are there supporting them,” said
Gustavo Torres, who skipped work at a

window manufacturing plant in Hollister,
a city about 90 miles south of San
Francisco. 

He was one of about 30 workers who
joined the strike after a supervisor told
them to “get together” and “support your
cause,” Torres said. “We had the feeling
he supported us.” 

Instead, many were fired, he said. The
company did not return calls from The
Associated Press. 

Activists will advise people to ask for a
day off well ahead of the next strike, said
Isabel Villavicencio, an organizer with
San Jose-based Community Volunteers.
They’re also compiling a list of activities
— not buying grocery or gas, for example
— that people can choose from, without
risking their jobs, Sandoval said. 

Though she lost her job at a fast food
restaurant after the strike, Nicolasa
Chacon of Menlo Park said she’s deter-
mined to join the next action. 

“I will tell our people to gain courage
and participate in the boycott,” she said.
“We have to take the risk.” 
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Some Hispanics who participated in boycott lost their jobs
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– ALVARO TEJEDA
Mexican immigrant
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BY LEIGH STROPE 
AP Labor Writer 

WASHINGTON — The nation's unemployment rate
dropped to 5.7 percent in December, the lowest level in
14 months, as frustrated jobseekers gave up their search-
es with hiring at a near standstill. 

The anemic report, released Friday by the Labor
Department, raised new fears about the strength of an
economic recovery that is producing so few new U.S.
jobs. Businesses overall added just 1,000 new American
jobs last month, the department reported, far fewer than
economists had expected. 

“Take your pick: awful, sobering, pathetic,” lamented
Bill Cheney, chief economist at John Hancock Financial
Services. 

The 5.7 percent jobless rate, down 0.2 percentage
point from November, was the lowest since October
2002. The decline didn't reflect new hiring, but frustrated
workers, almost 310,000, who left the labor force. The
government's rate counts only people actively seeking
work. 

“The rate is going down, but it is going down for the
wrong reasons,” Cheney said. “That doesn't make you
feel really good about the state of the jobs market.” 

The report halted Wall Street's 2004 rally, sending
stocks sharply lower as investors cashed in profits from
the market's recent advance. The Dow Jones industrial
average closed down 133 points and the Nasdaq was
down 13 points. 

Job growth is expected to be a key issue as November's
presidential election nears, and President Bush could be
vulnerable. The economy has lost about 2.3 million jobs
since he took office, giving him the worst job creation
record of any president since Herbert Hoover. 

Bush seized on the lower jobless rate as reason to be
optimistic about the economy. 

“We want more people still working,” the president
said at a small business forum. “But nevertheless, it is a
positive sign that the economy is getting better.” 

Economists disagreed. 
“Neither business nor potential employees have confi-

dence in the economy,” said Sung Won Sohn, chief econ-
omist at Wells Fargo & Co. 

Analysts are looking for monthly payroll gains of
300,000 or more for sustained job growth, and the econ-
omy remains far from that mark. December marked the
fifth consecutive month of payroll gains, however slight. 

Businesses are being “squeezed by intense competi-
tion” from other countries and are holding down costs by
working their existing employees harder, hiring tempo-
rary workers or shipping jobs overseas, Sohn said. 

For example, blue jeans-maker Levi Strauss & Co. closed
its last two U.S. sewing plants Thursday. About 800 workers
at the 26-year-old San Antonio plants lost their jobs. 

Bush “has all but declared 'mission accomplished' on
an economy that is still not generating jobs and that is
losing manufacturing jobs each and every month,”
Democratic presidential hopeful Wesley Clark said. “I
think it's time that George W. Bush loses his job so that
we can put the American people back to work.” 

Weak holiday hiring by retailers and continued job
losses in the nation's factories held back overall job gains
in December. 

Businesses have added just 277,000 new jobs since
July, the report showed, cutting earlier estimates of
growth in October and November. 

The jobs market “is now much slower to react to the
performance of the economy,” which is undergoing
structural changes through technology, productivity and
increased outsourcing overseas, said John Challenger,
chief executive officer of Challenger, Gray and
Christmas, an employment research and recruiting firm. 

He doesn't think another hiring boom will occur until
the next economic cycle, sometime near 2008. 

“Temporary jobs, the category with the most consis-
tent growth, is not the kind of job to build a strong econ-
omy around,” Challenger said. 

Employment in the nation's stores, malls and even gas
stations dropped by 38,000 last month, and manufactur-
ing continued a 41-month slide by losing 26,000 jobs. 

The nation's factories have been on life support, and
the sector shed about a half-million jobs in 2003. 

The federal and state governments also reduced their
payrolls last month, as did banks and mortgage compa-
nies, reflecting the uptick in mortgage interest rates. 

Some areas of the economy added jobs last month.
Employment continued to rise in the services sector in
temporary employment services, education and health
care. Construction companies also added to their pay-
rolls. 

To find jobs, people are having to make concessions
such as lower pay or relocating, said Dale Klamfoth,
regional vice president of DBM, a career counseling and
job placement company. 

They're having to “compromise and be a lot more flex-
ible about compensation, locations and positions,” he
said. 
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**Nextel also imposes a Federal Programs Cost Recovery “FPCR” fee of $1.55 or $2.83. The FPCR is not a tax or government required charge. The fee is charged for 1 or more
of the following: E911, number pooling in wireless number portability. Offer expire Dec. 31, 2003. 1730 phone offer: available while supplies last. $50 is off of the national and
promotional price of $349.99 and requires a 2 year service agreement. National promotional price requires 1 year service agreement. new activation required. Free incoming
plan: requires 1 or 2 year service agreement and credit approval. $200 early termination fee applies, after 15 day trial period (conditions apply) Set up fee of $35 per phone, up
to $70 max per account applies. Free incoming calls are calls received while in the U.S. on Nextel's nationwide network. Free nationwide long distance includes domestic long
distance only. Nextel Direct Connect minutes are available in your local calling area only. Unlimited direct connect minutes do not include group connect calls, which are 0.15/min.
Direct connect and group connect are calculated by multiplying the minutes if use, number of participants and the applicable. Group Connect can only work with members of the

KEEP YOUR NUMBER.
ANSWER IT FOR FREE.

Trade up to Nextel. Bring your number.

FREE INCOMING CALLING PLAN
400 outgoing cellular minutes

Free incoming cellular minutes
Unlimited Push To Talk™ walkie-talkie minutes

Nationwide long distance included

$59.99 
SAVE $50 ON THE NEW i730

Our slimmest full-feature phone
Built-in digital walkie -talkie, Web access

Speakerphone, color screen 

per month. Other monthly
charges apply. See below.**

2410 Wilshire Blvd.  Santa Monica
(310) 453-3541

West Los Angeles, Ca. -  If you
or someone you know has
been in a recent auto acci-
dent, you need to be aware
of a new Free Report that
reveals vital information that
you have to know before you
settle your case or speak
with anyone.  Auto accident
victims seldom know their
rights and responsibilities.
Without knowledge, they
can end up frustrated, lost,
and victimized.  Not only
that, by the time an auto
accident victim finds out he
or she has been either misin-
formed or taken advantage
of, it’s often too late.  You
may even be experiencing
pain and discomfort and
don’t know what you should
do, or even feel a little guilty
worrying about your health

or your rights. Well you are
not alone, after an accident,
most victims spend more
time figuring out how they
are going to fix their car and
what they are going to drive
than on their rights and pos-
sible hidden injuries. There
are currently thousands of
auto accident victims who
are living a life of misery
and pain because they did
not learn their rights and
options as an auto accident
victim. Don’t let this happen
to you or your loved one. To
receive your free report enti-
tled, “What You Need To
Know if You Have Been In
An Auto Accident”, Call the
Toll-Free 24 Hour Recorded
Message at 1-888-246-3790.
The call is free and so is the
report. Call Now!

CAR ACCIDENT?

ARE YOU
BACKED UP?
IT’S EASY AND WILL SAVE YOU TIME

AND MONEY IN THE LONG RUN.

• Data backup packages start at $50 a month

• Daily and Weekly back ups available

• It’s automatic!

• Recovery assistance available.

Call Zylink at 866.227.9539

live and localsix days a week
Your only source of daily news in Santa Monica

Call today for a great, affordable advertising rates to
propel your business to the next level.

3 1 0 - 4 5 8 - P R E S S  ( 7 7 3 7 )
1 4 2 7  T h i r d  S t r e e t  P r o m e n a d e   S a n t a  M o n i c aSanta Monica Daily Press

Unemployment rate drops to 5.7 percent, but job growth flat



Rally supports beef industry
By The Associated Press

MABTON, Wash. — As the govern-
ment planned a weeklong round of cattle-
killing in response to a mad-cow case in
this town, hundreds of residents crammed
into a school gymnasium Saturday to
show their support for the beef industry. 

About 350 people attended a rally that
featured booths offering literature about
mad cow disease and T-shirts encouraging
people to eat beef. Many more stopped by
for free food; organizers gave away ribs,
hot dog and more than 1,000 hamburgers. 

“I'm more afraid of someone at a
restaurant not washing their hands than
I'm worried about this,” said 75-year-old
Frances Sonner, at the rally with her
older brother, Clarence. 

Mabton, in south-central Washington,
is home to the Sunny Dene ranch, where
a Holstein with mad cow disease lived
before it was slaughtered Dec. 9. Post-
mortem tests on the cow, which was born
in Canada, revealed it had the disease,
prompting dozens of nations to ban U.S.
beef until its safety could be ensured. 

Pope cancels service
By The Associated Press

VATICAN CITY — In the latest sign
of concern over his frail health, Pope

John Paul II has canceled his traditional
Ash Wednesday service at a Rome basil-
ica, the Vatican said Saturday. 

For decades, John Paul, 83, would open
the Catholic church's solemn Lenten period
with a ceremony in St. Sabina's Basilica, a
5th-century church on Rome's Aventine
Hill. During the service, the pontiff would
smudge ashes, a sign of penitence, on the
foreheads of clergy and lay people. 

But the Vatican said that this year the
afternoon ceremony won't be held. 

Instead, the pope will preside over a
prayer ceremony, which will include a
blessing and smudging of the ashes on
the faithful in a Vatican auditorium the
morning of Ash Wednesday, Feb. 25. 

The change eliminates the taxing drive
from the Vatican across Rome to the
Aventine Hill and the transfer from cars
to the wheeled decorative chair he has
been using to get around.

“Masterpiece” unsponsored
By The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — The flow of cor-
porate money to PBS has increased after
a three-year dry spell, but a sponsor has
yet to be found for “Masterpiece
Theatre,” the public television network's
president said Saturday. 

PBS has committed to funding the
venerable drama series for two years in
the absence of a sponsor, President Pat

Mitchell told a meeting of the Television
Critics Association. 

Exxon Mobil Corp., which had given
“Masterpiece Theatre” $300 million over
35 years as sole sponsor, will end its asso-
ciation with the program after this spring. 

“I have no answer on why we haven't
been able to attract an underwriter to replace
Exxon Mobil, except for the obvious answer
it's a pretty high price tag,” Mitchell said. 

“We are all concerned and unhappy
about it,” she said, vowing the series will
continue for the next two years “no mat-
ter what.” 

Britain and Iraq clash
By The Associated Press

BAGHDAD, Iraq — British soldiers
and Iraqi police clashed Saturday with
armed, stone-throwing protesters in south-
eastern Iraq, killing six people. At least one
was killed as he tried to throw a grenade at
soldiers, the British military said. 

In Baghdad, a senior U.S. military offi-
cer acknowledged for the first time that a
U.S. Army medevac helicopter that crashed
last week near Fallujah, killing all nine sol-
diers aboard, was probably shot down. 

And north of the capital, the U.S. mil-
itary said it was investigating allegations
that soldiers killed four Iraqi civilians
who tried to pass a convoy this month in

Tikrit, Saddam Hussein's hometown. 
In the clash with British soldiers, the

trouble started in Amarah, 200 miles
southeast of Baghdad, when hundreds of
Iraqis angry over a lack of jobs gathered
in front of the office of the U.S.-led coali-
tion to demand work. 

Iraq war planned early
By The Associated Press

CRAWFORD, Texas — Former
Treasury Secretary Paul O'Neill contends
the United States began laying the
groundwork for an invasion of Iraq just
days after President Bush took office in
January 2001 — more than two years
before the start of the U.S.-led war that
ousted Saddam Hussein. 

“From the very beginning, there was a
conviction that Saddam Hussein was a
bad person and that he needed to go,”
O'Neill told CBS's “60 Minutes” in an
interview to be aired Sunday night. 

The official American government
stance on Iraq, dating to the Clinton
administration, was that the United States
sought to oust Saddam. 

But O'Neill, who was fired by Bush in
December 2002, said he had qualms
about what he asserted was the pre-emp-
tive nature of the war planning. 

“For me, the notion of pre-emption,
that the U.S. has the unilateral right to do
whatever we decide to do, is a really huge
leap,” according to an excerpt of the
interview that CBS released Saturday. 
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Time will tell on Clark, Lieberman decision 
BY WILL LESTER 
Associated Press Writer 

WASHINGTON — Democratic presi-
dential candidates Wesley Clark and Joe
Lieberman took a calculated risk when
they decided to bypass Iowa’s first-in-the-
nation caucuses, a move that either will
prove visionary or misguided. 

Only the next few months will tell. 
Clark, a late entry into the presidential

race, decided he didn’t have the time to
amass the organization necessary for Iowa’s
far-more-involved precinct caucuses, an
effort Clark campaign chairman Eli Segal
said would have been a “fool’s errand.” 

Lieberman, the 2000 vice presidential
nominee, courted voters in Iowa periodi-
cally last year then decided in September
the competition from Dick Gephardt and
Howard Dean was too tough. 

With the focus on Iowa and its Jan. 19
contest, the candidates competing there
have grabbed much of the national spot-
light, while Clark and Lieberman spend
the chunk of their time crisscrossing New
Hampshire for the Jan. 27 primary. 

Campaign headlines aside, Clark and
Lieberman would be quick to offer the
names of candidates who won Iowa but
faltered in their quest for the nomination:
Republican George H.W. Bush in 1980
and the two winners in 1988 —

Republican Bob Dole and a Democrat
named Gephardt. 

One Democratic strategist said the
crowded, nine-person field makes the
“skipping Iowa” strategy less risky. 

“In a multicandidate race like this you
lose much less,” said Anita Dunn, an
adviser to Democratic candidate Bill
Bradley in 2000. “In Iowa, the top three
candidates aren’t necessarily the same as
in New Hampshire.” 

Despite Democrat Jimmy Carter’s his-
torical use of the Iowa caucuses in 1976 to
vault to the presidency, the state’s caucus-
es are better known for winnowing the
field than picking winners. 

The role model for presidential candi-
dates skipping Iowa is John McCain, the

Arizona senator who bypassed Iowa in
2000, then won a convincing victory over
George W. Bush in New Hampshire.
McCain’s message, personality and biog-
raphy won over many independent-lean-
ing New Hampshire voters and he scored
a landslide upset victory. 

“By mid-summer (1999) we decided
not to compete there (Iowa),” said John
Weaver, a senior strategist in the McCain
campaign. “We announced it in October.
We also refused to participate in the straw
poll in Iowa, which ended up being the
death knell for some candidates.” 

Weaver said McCain’s decision to skip
Iowa allowed him “to put a significant
amount of time in New Hampshire. We
were able to put deep roots in the state.” 

Through the prism of McCain’s move,
Dunn said she didn’t think Clark and
Lieberman made a bad decision. 

“They’re leaving themselves open to
the possibility that someone comes out of
Iowa with an unexpectedly strong bounce
... like John Kerry,” she said. 

Based on his military record as a retired
Army general, the Clark campaign identi-
fies closely with McCain and his success
in skipping Iowa. Connecticut Sen.
Lieberman, who serves with McCain, has
aligned himself with the Republican on
several congressional issues. 

But few candidates can match
McCain’s compelling story as a Vietnam
POW and his kinetic personality that con-
nected with voters and the media. 

Of course the one caveat is McCain’s
fate after New Hampshire — he lost to
Bush in South Carolina and eventually
quit the race. 

Both the Clark and Lieberman cam-
paigns agree on the Iowa finish that suits
their strategy best — a narrow Dean win
over Gephardt with Kerry far behind. 

That finish would prevent any of the
three from claiming a big victory in Iowa
— leaving Dean, with some vulnerability
on national security, as the candidate for
both Clark and Lieberman to challenge in
New Hampshire. 

WORLD BRIEFLY

“In a multicandidate race like this you lose much less.
In Iowa, the top three candidates aren’t necessarily

the same as in New Hampshire.”
– ANITA DUNN

Adviser to Democratic candidate Bill Bradley in 2000

Can’t find the Daily Press in your neighborhood? 
Call us. We’ll take your   suggestions. (310) 458-PRESS (7737)



COMICS

Reality Check®

By Dave Whammond
Speed Bump®

By Dave Coverly

Natural Selection®

By Russ Wallace
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RICHARDS
Tune Up Service

Brake Specialists
• Air Conditioning
• Tune Ups
• Alternator/Starters
• Foreign & Domestic

All Makes and Models
Fair, Honest Pricing

Free Brake and A/C inspection

310-581-0727
2700 S. Lincoln Blvd • Santa Monica 

(across the street from McDonalds)
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Creative
Employment
For Sale
Furniture
Pets
Boats

Jewelry
Wanted
Travel
Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos Rent
Houses for Rent
Roomates
Commerical Lease

Real Estate
Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services
Computer Services
Attorney Services

Business Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness
Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals
Obituaries

$3
50

per day. Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.  

Call 310-458-7737 and promote your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 15,000.
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Employment
$3 - 5K per week income poten-
tial work from home, NOT MLM.
(800)570-3782 Ext. 4020.

BEAUTY STYLIST’S for new 
Fantastic Sams Salon in Santa 
Monica. Guarantee 9/hr and up.
(310)890-1222

CASHIERS AND Hourly Super-
visor. FT/PT Must be reliable, 
excellent customer svc skills & 
available weekends. Experi-
ence with Low Carbohydrate di-
ets a plus! Apply in person.Pure 
Foods 1820 Wilshire Blvd, SM.
EOE.

FIGURE MODEL wanted. Fit fe-
male model wanted for figure 
drawing by artist. No experi-
ence necessary. Call (818)501-
0266

FRONT DESK Position in Doc-
tor’s Office . Job responsibili-
ties: greet patients, answer 
phones, schedule appoint-
ments, verify insurance bene-
fits, collect copays. Must be ma-
ture, reliable, reasonably organ-
ized & detail oriented.Under-
standing medical terminology a 
plus. Serious & experienced on-
ly. F/T Contact Laura (310)459-
4333 or fax resume to 
(310)454-4707 or email 
lauradtan@aol.com

IMMEDIATE OPENING for full 
or part time Retail Sales Per-
son. Apply in person Mon-Sat 
10am-6pm. Wilshire West Fine 
Paper, 3023 Wilshire Blvd San-
ta Monica.

MEDUSA HAIR Salon In Venice 
is looking for P/T Receptionist 
323-974-0966 fax resume 714-
800-7325

MUSCLEMAG INTERNATION-
AL, Recognized Leader in the 
health and fitness retail market 
is looking for: Full-time & part-
time sales associates (proven 
record in retail sales;health and 
fitness enthusiasts:excellent 
customer service skills)
3002 Main Street         
Santa Monica, CA 90405
Note: We are also looking for 
store manager and assistant 
store manager positions (future 
openings). Please fax or e-mail 
your resume to 310-399-5758 
venicebeach@musclemag.com
Attn:Jolene Pride, Visit our web-
site at www.causagroup.com

ONSITE CLEANROOM clean-
ing manager full time position 
(3pm-12am), salary based on 
experience, medical benefits & 
401k, must have own transpor-
tation. (888)263-9886.

THE DAILY Press  is seeking 
Advertising Interns for the 
spring semester. This is a fan-
tastic opportunity to jump into 
advertising. Flexible hours, col-
lege credit available. Email re-
sume to ross@smdp.com.

Employment

THE DAILY PRESS IS   
SEEKING NEWSROOM     

INTERNS FOR THE SPRING 
SEMESTER. FLEXIBLE 
HOURS AND A GREAT 

WORKING ENVIRONMENT.
GAIN EXPERIENCE IN 

JOURNALISM WORKING 
FOR THE ONLY DAILY 

LOCAL NEWSPAPER IN 
SANTA MONICA. IF 

INTERESTED, E-MAIL 
RESUME TO 

HEATHER@SMDP.COM

THE “GREAT American Pitchf-
est” will be held on Saturday, 
January 31st. at the Los An-
geles Convention Center . This 
will be the largest pitchfest ever 
held, and is for writers, produc-
ers, and directors for film and 
television of all genres and for-
mats. Attend training sessions 
with more than 10 “A-list”
speakers, celebrate at our 
“Sweet Taste of Success”
champagne and dessert buffet 
gala, and meet one-on-one with 
the power people of Hollywood 
who can help turn your movie 
and show ideas into reality. One 
“decision maker’ for every six 
participants. $150 until Decem-
ber 31 ($200 after). Only the 
most credible companies in Hol-
lywood invited. Visit website at 
www.pitchfest.com<  
http://www.pitchfest.com/> for 
full list & more information, or 
call 1-877-255-2528.

For Sale
ALL STORE fixtures for sale.
Bel Mondo going out of biz, 
1413 Montana Ave. (310)394-
7272.

Vehicles for sale

1230 Santa Monica Blvd.
310-451-1588

’02 Ford Escape XLT
V6, Automatic A/C P/window
P/lock, tilt, CD, white leather
(ID#2KB22246) $17,895

’95 Ford Escort
LX Wagon, Auto, A/C, P/S,

P/B, roof rack, great
transportation car!

(ID#SW213592) $3,985

’02 Ford Explorer Sport
V6, automatic, alloys,

R/W/P/L, tilt, CD, roof rack
(ID#2UB54578) $14,989

’02 Ford F150 XLT
CREW CAB, V8, auto,
towing, CD, LOADED!

(ID#2KA24622) $19,995

’02 Chev Tahoe L/S
Dual A/C, CD, Dual P/seats,

third seat, alloys, much more!
(ID#193678) $23,985

’98 Honda CR-V 
Sport utility, 4x4, 

4-door, auto, A/C, CD, 
alloys, P/S, P/B, P/W

(ID#WC107541) $11,895

’98 Ford Windstar
V6, A/C, P/W, P/L, 

ABS, low miles
(ID#WBA93645) $7,995

PLUS TAX, LICENSE & DOCUMENT 
FEE ON ALL VEHICLES

OF SANTA MONICA

Vehicles for sale

’01 FORD CONTOUR SE
VIN 104622 $6,995 Good
Commuter Car, Low Miles,

Low Emission. Vehicle runs on
Natural gas or Unleaded.

97 GMC SONOMA 
pick/up VIN 521973 50K 

bed liner $5995

94 DODGE CARAVAN 
VIN 635648 7 passenger V6

$3995

94 PLYMOUTH ACCLAIM
xlnt cond. 2 dr, H/back. Tiel
98k mi. Cln & shiny.$1695

92 FORD TAURUS 
4DR VIN 112783 

One Owner $4995

93 TOYOTA PREVIA 
Mini Van VIN 112783 

One owner $4995

85 PLMOUTH HORIZON
VIN 208202 $1995 1 owner

good transportation

70 BUICK RIVIERA 
VIN 925668 Classic $6500

65 VW BUG 
VIN 260574 $5495

Claude Short
Auto Sales Dealer

2501 Lincoln Blvd.
in Venice

(310) 395-3712

Vehicles for sale Vehicles for sale

1401 Santa Monica Blvd.
310-394-1888
infinitiofsantamonica.com 

✯ ’00 BMW X5 4.4i✯
Sport Pkg! V8, Loaded, Low

Mileage! BEAUTIFUL! (H02400)

✯ ’02 Infiniti Q45 Navi✯
THE EXECUTIVE RIDE!
All Loaded, Low Miles

(v002529) 3 More Available

✯ ’03 Infiniti G35 Sedan✯
DVD Navi, Prem whis, Loaded

(v006982)

✯ ’01 Ford Mustang✯

CONVERTIBLE! Automatic 
2D, Leather, (8837P)

✯ ’02 Audi A8L✯
FULLY LOADED! Premium Whls.
Bose Premium Sound (001079)

✯ ’02 Honda S2000✯
4-Cyl. 2.0L VTEC, Leather,
6-Speed, Manuel (8767P)

✯ ’02 Lexus IS300✯
Sport Cross, LOADED! Prem
Wheels, Leather (043651)

✯ ’00 Volvo V70 XC AWD✯

SE Wagon
2.4L Turbo, Moon, alloys

VALUE PRICED! (v707506)

of Santa Monica

1100 Santa Monica Blvd

(310) 319-1661
LAcarGUY.com

LEXUS/VOLKSWAGEN
OF SANTA MONICA

PRE-OWNED CENTER

As Low as 1.9%
Financing on

Selected Models on
Approved Credit.

Limited Term.

2002 LEXUS IS 300
SPORT CROSS

4D, Hatchback, Moon, Rear
Spoiler, Lthr (042025)

2003 VW BEETLE
GL Turbo Hatchback, 2D,

Automatic (424228)

2001 VW JETTA GLS
4D Sedan, Automatic, Alloys,

Moom Roof (173214)

1999 LEXUS ES 300 
4D Sedan, 4-SD, Alloys
Moon Roof (163767)

1999 LEXUS LX 470
4D Sport Utility, Automatic,

Leather, Moon (075956)

WELCOME TO THE WORLD!

The Santa Monica Daily Press is now running birth announcements every Tuesday. Call Elise DeFord at 310-458-PRESS (7737) x 101 for details.

Announce the arrival of your newest family member.

YOUR AD HERE

ADVERTISE!!!

310.458.7737 
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SANTA MONICA
1617 BROADWAY

New modern building. Large operable 

windows in each office. Includes telephones,

T1 Internet, receptionist, full use of conference

room, fully furnished, high ceilings.

Available now! From $800/mo.

310-401-6111

READ THROUGH THE BIBLE
Three chapters a week starting with the book of Roman

Where: Velocity Cafe 2127 Lincoln Blvd., Santa Monica
(between Ocean Park & Pico)

Time: 7:00 p.m to 9:00 p.m.

Sponsored By: Westside Calvary Chapel

FOR INFORMATION: 310-712-3411
WWW.WESTSIDECALVARYCHAPEL.ORG

Century West Properties
Exceptional Westside Rentals

LEASING CENTER
1437 SEVENTH STREET, SUITE 200
SANTA MONICA

Complementary Rental List  &
Leasing  Consultation
Walk-ins Welcome 10am – 6pm Daily
(310) 899-9580

Vehicles for sale

HURRY TO: 
832 Santa Monica Blvd.

800-944-4157
LAcarGUY.com

NewDeals 4
NewYears!

’02 FORD FOCUS
4-door, ZTS

(2W176696) $8,788

’03 ECLIPSE GTS
LOADED, Blk, 8K miles

(3E083774) $18,995

’01 TOYOTA PRIUS
LOADED (10035840) $13,995

’99 TOYOTA RAV4
4-DOOR, LOADED
(X7041976) $11,995

’03 COROLLA LE
Power windows and locks

(3Z111168) $13,995

’02 FORD TAURUS SES
PST, AW

(2A142548) $8,995

’01 FORD WINDSTAR
Super Clean - Loaded 
(1BB37955) $9,450

AD EXPIRES 1/31/04
All advertised prices exclude gov-
ernment fees and taxes, any
finance charges, any dealer doc-
ument preparation charges, and
any emission testing charge.

Instruction
DRUM LESSONS in your 
home! Great w/children & be-
ginners, first lesson FREE! Call 
Tom (310)422-2699.

SAT TUTORING; Experienced 
USC Berkley educated tutor will 
come to your home. No re-
quired packages, pay as you 
go. SATI, SAT II, ACT, ISEE.
Call Jaimie (310)714-0242.

TUTORING, ASSISTIVE Tech-
nology disability rights advo-
cate. Except Algebra/Geometry, 
Children, adults and seniors 
w/disability. Call Karen 
(310)470-6357.

For Rent
3RD STREET PROMENADE 
Apts. Ocean views, remodeled 
units 1+1, $1500-$2000, 2+2 
$2100-$2500. 1453 3rd Street.
MOVE IN SPECIALS! 
(310)862-1000.

Casa Loma Apartment
101 Dudley Ave. Venice
NOW LEASING!

Steps to the beach
Singles and Studios
$695.00 to $1095.00

MOVE IN SPECIAL
FIRST MONTH FREE!

(Requires S.D. & 1 yr. lease)
1-888-399-1166

NEW  STUDIO Apartments 
available. $1075-$1345. Six 
blocks to beach. Promenade 
area!  (310)656-0311                    

SANTA MONICA $1250/mo. 2 
bedroom/ 1 bath. Appliances, 
no pets, parking, 1935 Clover-
field Blvd. #18 Santa Monica, 
Ca. 90404 Manager in #19.

SANTA MONICA $1295/mo.
Large 1 bdrm, 1 bath + den, 
lower unit, private patio, com-
pletely redecorated , open daily.
1318 Euclid Street #1.
(310)395-1495.

SANTA MONICA $1850/mo. 2 
bedroom, 2 bath, prime loca-
tion, parking available, hard-
wood floors.(310)451-2178.

SANTA MONICA 1 bedroom 
condo,endunit, quiet 6Plex, 
prime location. 1 block North of 
Montana, gourmet kitchen, Vik-
ing Range, stainless steel appli-
ances, Italian tile, patio off of 
French doors, oak hardwood 
floors,1 parking space+ stor-
age, laundry, 1 year lease, no 
pets, $1900/mo. Call for ap-
pointment. (323)222-8929.

SANTA MONICA 2+2, carpet, 
laundry, new paint, blinds, park-
ing, great building, $1275.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA 2+2, carpet, 
laundry, new paint, blinds, park-
ing, great building, $1275.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA studio, lower, 
r/s, in 4-plex, near Wilshire, 
parking, utilities included $725.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA studio, lower, 
r/s, in 4-plex, near Wilshire, 
parking, utilities included $725.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

For Rent
SANTA MONICA: $1100, 
2+1,lower, patio, new paint, qui-
et building, month to month.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SM 2+2 1/2 2 car garge, direct 
acces to unit, laundry room.
Near Wilshire $2600/mo.
(310)439-2073.

WLA $1390/MO. 2 Bedrooms, 1 
bath, hardwood floors, large 
kitchen (310)391-8880.

Houses For Rent
SANTA MONICA guest house, 
furnished, r/s, w/d, quiet, yard, 
parking, utilities included, 
$1250.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA guest house, 
furnished, r/s, w/d, quiet, yard, 
parking, utilities included, 
$1250.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA triplex, 1+1, 
r/s, carpet, yard, remodeled 
kitchen, utilities included, 
$1295.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

Roommates
APARTMENT SUB-LET for 

rent: N. of Wilshire,
$700/month. First and last 

month rent. Seeking Male or 
Female, 20-30, employed, re-
sponsible, to share with Fe-
male. Please call for appt.

(310)393-2955.

SANTA MONICA shared apart-
ment, private room, furnished, 
fireplace laundry, month-to-
month. $500.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA shared house, 
private room, r/s, dishwasher, 
laundry, utilities included $595.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

Commercial Lease

Commercial Lease

SANTA MONICA
OFFICES

310.395.4620
$1450.00 AND UP..

• CHARMING MEDITERRANEAN STYLE
• NEAR PROMENADE - WINDOWS OPEN
• GARDEN COURTYARD BUILDING
• TELEPHONE SYSTEM INCLUDED
• NEW PAINT AND CARPET
• FURNISHED AVAILABLE
• SHORT OR LONG TERM
• PARKING INCLUDED
• 2 TO 4 ROOMS
• AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY

Commercial Lease
MDR SHARE space. New suite, 
3 space in small Law Firm. Law 
Library, Conference Room, Re-
ceptionist, Copier, DSL, Parking 
Available, 90 Freeway close.
Starting at $800. (310)553-
0756.

SANTA MONICA 1334 Lincoln 
Blvd 1140 sq/ft $2200/mo. and 
600 sq/ft 1300/mo. Can com-
bine. E. Keasbey (310)477-
3192.

SM/OCEAN PARK: room avail-
able in well located Chiropractic
& Acupuncture office 3 days 
per/wk $500/mo. Jasmine 
(310)392-9596.

WILSHIRE BLVD. in Santa 
Monica from 500 sq/ft & up. Re-
tail $2.75/per sqft. Office 
$1.85/per sqft. Surrounded by 
new buildings such as St.
Johns, UCLA & Santa Monica 
Hospital. Call (310)289-0499.

Real Estate

AGAPE ESTATES
Pride of Ownership

Homes and Units
Realtor and Developer

Call Today
310-745-4847
Buy or Sell Tomorrow

Real Estate Wanted
MOTIVATED BUYER: I buy 
houses, any area, any price, 
any condition .
Call (310)422-4933 .

Massage
BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal 
your body, mind, spirit. Thera-
peutic, Swedish, Deep-tissue.
Energy balancing. Strictly non-
sexual. Introductory specials 
from $50.00/1hr. Lynda, L.M.T.
(310)749-0621

DEEP TISSUE THERAPY 
$40/HR. PROFESSIONAL AND 
NURTURING, WILL ALSO 
TRADE. PAUL (310)741-1901.

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong 
and tender relaxing bodywork 
by mature European. Professio-
nal Lady Sonja (310)397-0433.

OCEAN THERAPY: nice relax-
ing massage Spanish & Asian 
Staff (310)899-3709.

OLIVIA FULL body massage.
Smooth, thorough, divinely re-
laxing by beautiful, mature 
woman. Professional & licensed 
$120/hr. $80/ 1/2  hr. (310)915-
5519.

Announcements
ALZHEIMER’S SUPPORT GROUP
meeting. Last Wednesday of 
the month; at Sunrise Assisted 
Living, Pacific Palisades call 
(310)573-9545/Linda.

“For Women Only”
Community Forum with

Publisher and Editor
Gina Nemo

Saturday, January 10th at
6:00PM

Strike-A-Balance 1131
Montana Ave., 2nd floor, S.M.

$10.00 at door
www.westsidemomma.com

WESTSIDEMOMMA
MAGAZINE FORUM

Business Opps
ABSOLUTE GOLDMINE! 60 
Vending machines with excel-
lent locations all for $10,995.
(800)234-6982.

LOCAL VENDING route 60 ma-
chines. Locations  included, all 
for $10.995. (800)509-7909.

Fitness
TAI CHI/I-CHIUNG classes in 
Santa Monica call for info.
(626)429-6360.

Facials  • Yoga  • Pilates • Therapeutic Massage
Pregnancy & Post-pregnancy services

BRING IN A FRIEND FOR YOGA AND SHE’S FREE!

1333 Ocean Avenue in Santa Monica 

(310) 458-8190
Dr. Lisa Masterson, M.D. 

Ocean Oasis
A Medical Day Spa for Women

Fitness

Have Fun Getting
FIT By the BEACH

Inquire About Our Way to
Wellness Program! Exercise,

Eating & Stress Management … 
All In One Great Program!

Located at the Loews
Santa Monica Beach Hotel

310-842-5657
www.globalfitnesssolutionsonline.com

Feel Better…Lose Weight…Improve your Health!

Personals

MOTHER SEARCHING FOR 
DOUG HESSMAN, CANNOT 
TALK. BELIEVED TO BE IN 
STREET, WANTED HOME.
$1,000 REWARD GETTING 
HIM HOME TO MOTHER.

(310)453-4506.

❤❤
Talk to a Model 24hrs.

310-786-8400
818-264-1906
213-259-1902
949-722-2222
$15/15 min.

CC/Check OK
www.USLove.com

YOUR AD HERE

ADVERTISE!!!

310.458.7737 
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DENTAL
EMERGENCY?

UCLA Parkside Medical

2428 SANTA MONICA BLVD., SUITE 303 • SANTA MONICA

• Evening hours + emergency services
• Root Canals, Crowns, Veneers
• 20+ years of experience
• UCLA Graduate
• Most insurances accepted
• Cosmetic Dentistry

Dr. David Taft, DDS

310-315-3676

PPrroommoottee  yyoouurr    bbuussiinneessss  iinn  tthhee  SSaannttaa  MMoonniiccaa

Services
KITCHEN & Bath Remodeling, 
Room additions.Free estimate 
Lic#615195 -(888)907-6444

BEST MOVERS
No job too small

2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR
Fully insured. We make it EZ.

Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!

Since 1975 Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193

A1 CONSTRUCTION, framing, 
drywall, electrical. 30 years in 
this area. Free estimate.
(310)475-0497 or (310)415-
7134.

Services

B.C. HAULING clean-up; all 
types big truck; hydrolic liftgate 
-small truck. No Saturdays.
(310)714-1838.

MARCO TELECOM: Phone 
jacks, installation & repair. Re-
wiring phone line, splitting busi-
ness. (310)301-1926, pager:
(310)351-7673.

Services

A/C CONSTRUCTION

COMMERCIAL
Residential Remodel

HONEST & RELIABLE

FREE ESTIMATES

310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

HARDWOOD
Floors & Molding

Laminate
$0.89/sq.ft.

Solid Oak Prefinish
3-1/4x3/4

$2.39/sq.ft.

Engineered Floor
$1.49/sq.ft.

Bamboo Floor
$2.39/sq.ft.

Unfinished Solid Wood
$0.99/sq.ft.

All Pergo, Columbia, Shaw, Bruce, Anderson &
Mohawk floors on sale. All molding & handrails &

stairs part & all prefinish & unfinished flooring sale.
BEST PRICES IN TOWN.

DISCOUNT

(800) 984-2925

NBM CONSTRUCTION
Room Additions, Remodel,

Electric, Plumbing, Carpentry
(888) 420-5866 

Lic#745354

Services

GET ORGANIZED!
for filing system set-ups,

unpacking from a major move,
uncluttering closets and 
other home/office paper 

management problems, etc.

HIRE A PROFESSIONAL 
ORGANIZER!

Call Christine Cohen:
310-274-4988

Member: National Association of Professional Organizers

HOME THEATER AND MUSIC:
system design, installing and 
troubleshooting. 16 years expe-
rience with audio/video sys-
tems, satellite, cable, telephone 
and computer networks.
(310)450-6540.

KIM’S CHRISTMAS TREES
Finest Quality and Service

We offer tree removal.
Call for an appointment.

(310) 828-5467
PICTURE FRAMES custom 
made by professional (310)980-
2674.

Services

NOTICE TO
READERS:

California  law requires that 
contractors taking jobs that
total $500 or more (labor or 

materials) be licensed by the 
Contractors State License 

Board. State law also requires 
that contractors include their

license number on all 
advertising.You can check the 

status of your licensed 
contractor at www.cslb.ca.gov 
or 800-321-CSLB. Unlicensed 

contractors taking jobs that
total less than $500 must state

in their advertisements that 
they are not licensed by the 
Contractors State License 

Board.

PAINTING TOP QUALITY  A&A 
custom,Interior And Exterior .
Free Quote. Jeff Arrieta 
(310)560-9864.

Steve’s
DISCOUNT
PLUMBING
DRAINS • HEAT

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

(310) 439-7771 ALL PRICES NEGOTIABLE

Lic.#759420
All Work

Guaranteed
24
HOUR

15% OFF WITH THIS AD

TOWN & Country Builder. Ma-
sonry work, concrete, drive-
ways, brick, stone wall, patio, 
tile. State/Lic. 441191 (310)578-
7108.

Services

SPIRITUAL CLEANSING
BY LAURA

Meditation Healings
Answers All Life Questions

$250-$500 per hour
Established & Licensed 

for 40 years
Morning Hours: 310-370-7659

Afternoon Hours: 310-374-9157

Located in Redondo Beach

WALLPAPER REMOVAL &
INSTALLATION

wall texture/ painting Glenn’s 
Wallpaper Service.

(310)686-8505.

When You Get Ready to Fix Up, Call Us!

NED PARKER 
CONSTRUCTION

Bonded & Insured • Lic#658-486
PAINTING • CARPENTRY • ROOFING

CONCRETE • ELECTRICAL

323.871.8869

Computer Services
COMPUTER HELP: Your office 
or home. Typing, tutorial, Micro-
soft Word, Excel, Access, inter-
net navigation, software instal-
lation. Also, notary public serv-
ices. (310)207-3366

VERY PATIENT friendly & af-
fordable repairs, set-ups, train-
ing networks and more! Digital 
Duchess. (310)395-6884.

WE ARE THE 

GIG IN TOWN!

Call Mitch at the Santa Monica Daily Press 310.458.7737 ext.111

The Daily Press Hiring Guarantee:
Run an ad in the classified section of the Santa Monica Daily
Press for 4 weeks and we’ll guarantee that you’ll find the perfect
employee! Call for more details.

Classiest
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S ta r t i ng  a t  
$46 .95 /mo!

always on,
always fast
“ Since LA Bridge installed 
DSL at my home, I have 
found the flexibility 
to use the Internet in 
a whole new way.”
__Bill Foster,

Apple Computer

each account includes:
• 24/7 Internet connection
• 7 days/week tech support
• 6MB personal web space
• free local dial-up acct 
• 2 IP addresses
• over 4000 worldwide dial-up 
locations for laptop users who 
travel. (a metered service).

786k to 7.1M Now Available 

p re -qua l i f y  on l i ne  a t  www.LABr idge . com
or  ca l l  310 .228 .3626  x3

The Associated Press 

■ CHARLOTTE, N.C. — “American Idol” star
Clay Aiken returned to his alma mater to present a
$20,000 donation to the school and perform during half-
time at a men's basketball game. 

The game between the University of North Carolina
at Charlotte and East Carolina on Saturday was the first
sellout of the season, and hundreds of teenage fans were
waving signs in Aiken's honor. 

Aiken, wearing jeans and a green No. 49 Charlotte
basketball jersey with Aiken on the back, performed
“The Way” and “Invisible” at halftime of Charlotte's 81-
65 win over East Carolina. 

“It's great to be back here,” Aiken told the crowd of

9,105. Aiken waived his appearance fee in exchange for
the donation, was paid by private sponsors. 

Aiken, who was runner-up in the popular “American
Idol” television show last year, graduated from
Charlotte in December. His first album, “Measure of a
Man,” debuted No. 1 and went double-platinum. 

■ LOS ANGELES — Actress Kim Novak, the
blonde bombshell who was a top box office draw in the
1950s, says she stopped acting because she was disillu-
sioned by Hollywood typecasting. 

“I didn't want to stagnate as a person. I wanted to
keep developing,” said Novak, who is the subject of a
three-day retrospective by the nonprofit American

Cinematheque starting Friday. 
“I got more into my painting and artwork. I felt that

at least I was growing ... rather than sitting around
Hollywood and waiting for a good script,” she said. 

Novak, 70, who lives on an Oregon ranch with her
veterinarian husband, last appeared on screen in 1991 in
Mike Figgis' “Liebestraum.” 

She worked with the industry's top directors in the
1950s and '60s, including Alfred Hitchcock (”Vertigo”),
Billy Wilder (”Kiss Me, Stupid”), George Sidney (”Pal
Joey”) and Phil Karlson (”Five Against the House”). 

Novak is scheduled to attend Saturday's screening of
her most popular film, “Vertigo,” at the Egyptian
Theatre in Los Angeles. 

“American Idol” Aiken returns to alma mater

Carolina Panthers move on to NFC Championship game
By Stephen Saux

The Carolina Panthers, in a thrilling
double-overtime game, ended the St.
Louis Rams’ season Saturday and
advanced to the NFC Championship
game, where they will face the
Philadelphia Eagles, who also won their
game in overtime.

Carolina dominated the Rams for three
and a half quarters with the help of backup
running back DeShaun Foster, who filled
in for injured Stephen Davis. With 6:29
left in the game and an 11-point lead,
Panthers kicker John Kasey’s 54-yard
field-goal attempt hit the left upright.
Those points could have been a knockout
blow but turned out to be the spark St.

Louis needed to ignite their players and a
quieted home crowd. The Rams quarter-
back, Marc Bulger, proceeded to orches-
trate a 15-play scoring drive, which was
capped by a 1-yard run by Marshall Faulk.  

After a successful 2-point conversion,
the Rams cut the Panthers’ lead to just 23-
20 with 2:39 left. Rams kicker Jeff
Wilkens then recovered his own onside
kick giving St. Louis a short field and
plenty of time to win the game outright.
Instead, coach Mike Martz elected to play
for the tie, and Wilkens sent the game into
overtime with a 33-yard field goal at the
end of regulation. Martz’s decision
showed his lack of faith in his offense but
also a great respect for the Carolina
defense, which held the Rams to only 64

net yards rushing and caused three inter-
ceptions. As it turned out, one of those
interceptions would set up Carolina’s
game-winning touchdown. 

The Panthers took control first in over-
time by driving down to the Rams 22-yard
line. Kasey made a 40-yard field goal that
would have won it, but the Panthers were
called for delay of game. After two runs
by the offense, Kasey came back on the
field, this time from 45 yards, but was
wide right. The Rams had their kicking
woes also when Wilkens’ 53-yard attempt
fell short. Carolina was forced to punt in
the ensuing drive, but after a Ricky
Manning interception, quarterback Jake
Delhomme threw a 69-yard touchdown
strike to Steve Smith to end the fifth-

longest game in NFL history. It also ended
a 14-game home winning streak for the
Rams in the Edward Jones Dome. The
capacity crowd sat stunned as the
Panthers improved to 4-0 in overtime this
year and won their first road playoff game
in franchise history.  

The Weekend’s other games:
New England 17, Tennessee 14
Indianapolis 38, Kansas City 31
Philadelphia 20, Green Bay 17

This article is dedicated to Charlie
Shannon, a beautiful human being that the
world lost on Dec. 21.


