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Recession hits city hard; cuts likely

Economic downturn and terrorist
attacks have ravaged city finances

BY ANDREW H. FIXMER
Special to the Daily Press

Fallout from the national recession and the terrorist
attacks have officially caught up with Santa Monica.

As tourism floundered after Sept. 11, the city lost mil-
lions on taxes from hotel rooms and sales, creating a pro-
jected $7 million shortfall for this year alone. Municipal
services will not be affected for this fiscal year due to the
city’s large current budget surplus and because many

departments cut future programs and activities.

But senior city officials warned the Santa Monica City
Council Tuesday that revenue shortfalls will continue
over the next five years. Depending on the severity of the
recession, by 2005 there potentially could be a nearly $14
million difference between the amount of money the city
makes in taxes and what it spends on services.

“My responsibility is to urge council to maintain finan-
cial flexibility in your future budgets,” said Michael
Dennis, the city’s finance director. “It is likely we will be
preparing to come to you with a set of budget cuts, after
we have a few more months of data.”

Budgets are approved in July, when the next fiscal year
begins, but the process began Tuesday night with the

council outlining budget priorities for the staff to consid-
er. The staff will now begin the lengthy process of writing
a budget rough draft which will be presented in early

June.
Neither the city’s staff nor council members mentioned

any areas where they were likely to begin making cuts,
but officials did make mention of delaying or canceling
any non-essential capital improvement projects, as well as
stopping municipal subsidizing of beach parking.

“You (council) have been criticized from time to time
for not spending more freely, and certainly the demands
made upon you are great and needy causes,” said City
Manager Susan McCarthy. “But you really have to act in

See BUDGET, page 3

Voters will decide on election of mayor; districting

Controversial voting measure
finds spot on November ballot

BY ANDREW H. FIXMER
Special to the Daily Press

Santa Monica citizens will decide in November
whether they should vote for council members by district
and elect their mayor.

The Voters Election Reform Initiative for a True
Accountability System, also known as VERITAS, col-

“This needs to be decided in a way
that will evoke the greatest
voter participation.”

— KEVIN McKEOWN
Santa Monica pro tem mayor

lected the necessary 9,000 signatures needed to force
the Santa Monica City Council to bring the measure
before voters.

BY DAVE DANFORTH
Daily Press Staff Writer

Customer wins claim
over obsolete phone

The council could have called for a special election or
put off a vote for another year, but officials Tuesday night
decided they wanted the maximum number of residents
at the polls to vote on the proposal.

“This needs to be decided in a way that will evoke the
greatest voter participation,” said mayor pro tem Kevin
McKeown. “We have an election coming up where
turnout is guaranteed to be high
because a lot is at stake. It makes all the sense in the

world to put it on the November ballot.”
A typically verbose council silently agreed and voted

See VERITAS, page 3

Judge hangs up case
on cell phone company

for Philip Tanzini, a West Hollywood
voice-over actor. He sued Cingular’s
Santa Monica store after learning that
Cingular had no phones to replace the
StarTac 8000 model compatible with his
car’s hands-free system, which cost near-

ly $700. To top off that indignity, he said
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Form, precision and discipline is the lesson of the day as Maria Gustavsson
overlooks a class of children ages 5 through 12 at the Japan Karate
Association of Santa Monica on Fifth Street Wednesday.

A prominent cell phone company
must pay $1,000 to remove the “hands-
free” system from a customer’s car
because the only
phone that it works
with is obsolete, a
Santa Monica
judge has ruled.

But  Cingular
Wireless saved
itself $811 when
Judge pro tem Donald M. Cislo declined
to order it to pay the original cost of the
phone itself. The customer must bear the
cost of an obsolete phone, but not the
system made useless as a result, his order
suggested.

The case represented a partial victory

Consumer

watch

the phone itself needed repeated replace-
ment, and Cingular had lost the last one
he had given the company to repair.

The question for
the judge dealt with
the phone compa-
ny’s responsibility
for a consumer’s
later decision to
buy another acces-
sory to use with the
phone. Because Cingular sold Tanzini
the hands-free system, it must bear that
burden, his ruling indicated.

“They give these phones away just to
sign you up to the service,” the judge
said. “So the company does have some

See CELLULAR, page 3
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Aries, the day is full of spontaneity

Daily Press?

The Santa Monica Daily Press is a free newspaper that is circulated
throughout all six commercial zones within the Santa Monica city limits.

Hundreds of copies can be found in
news racks at these local businesses:

Wilshire Boulevard Locations:

* Crown Books

* Marina Pastries

» Wells Fargo

* California Chicken Café
* Manhattan Bagel
» Smug’s Harbor

* O’Briens Pub

* LA Subs

* Koo Koo Roo

» Thai Boxes

e Fromin Deli

* Supercuts

* Bagel Nosh

» Santa Monica Pizza Kitchen
* [zzy’s Deli

* Vons

* Baskin Robbins

* Vienna Bakery

* JP’s

* The Slice

* Dagwood’s

* Baja Fresh

* The Newsroom

* Polly’s Restaurant
* Starbucks

This is not a complete list.
You can find more copies in these areas:

* Montana Avenue Commercial Zone

¢ Santa Monica Boulevard

* the Downtown Commercial Core (including Third Street Promenade)
¢ Main Street Commercial District

¢ Lincoln Commercial District.

Additional circulation points include:

* Major Hotels on Ocean Avenue
¢ Retail businesses on the Boardwalk and Santa Monica Pier districts
¢ Commercial zones on Pico and Ocean Park Boulevard.

If you are interested in becoming a distribution point (it’s free and gives your customers
Just one more reason to come in), please call 310-458-PRESS (7737) x 104

JACQUELINE BIGAR'S STARS

The stars show the kind of day you'll have:
([ -Dynamic [

ARIES (March 21-April 19)

[T Reach out. Speak your mind to a friend
who sometimes gets thick-headed on key matters. Use
your fine linguistic skills to knock on this person’s
door, so to speak. He or she just might open up. Your
ability to present different panoramic views comes
into play. Tonight: Spontaneity rules.

¥ TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
Work with others. Explain the natural

reluctance you feel to spend anymore. Review a mat-
ter carefully, asking needed questions. Use your
strong vision to convince a partner or an associate to
go along with your thinking. You get a surprising
response. Tonight: Togetherness works.

@’ GEMINI (May 21-June 20)

[T Someone’s attitude changes. See the result
of your positive thinking. Discussions enlighten this
person. Trusting builds as a result. Walk on egg shells
with office communication. Gossip could be mixed in.
Tonight: Say yes to someone’s plans.

@ CANCER (June 21-July 22)

You feel insecure. If you verbalize a need for
more support, an associate or friend will come
through. You might want to reorganize your work
accordingly. Someone really surprises you with his or
her support. Tonight: Get a good night’s sleep.

A
‘ LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

[mm Keep focused on major goals. You know

where you are heading. Use your creativity to present
an idea in a manner that someone can hear. Someone
pleasantly surprises you with his or her response.
Trust in someone’s good sense. Tonight: Enjoy your-
self. You need to have a good time.

@VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

[ Deal with work and the potential of a move.
You find another job just for you. You might be sur-
prised and delighted by what a change of scenery can
do for your work habits. Show your innovative and
creative streak. Anything is possible. Tonight: Put
your feet up.

-Positive [

-Average [ -So-so U-Difficult

L ULIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

[ Speak your mind and reach out for others.
You might try stating the same opinion in a different
way so that someone can “hear” you. Your innovative
style draws strong, positive feedback. Forget making a
relationship more secure. The “oddness” makes it more
interesting. Tonight: Where your friends are.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

M  Deal with finances, though coaxing a former
Daddy or Mommy Warbucks to help out might no
longer work. Reorganize with an outlook to becoming
more independent. Family does the unexpected.
Carefully check out an investment. Tonight: Make a
new budget, if need be. Buy a lottery ticket on the
way home.

@SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

[mm You might change your course midway,
deciding that perhaps another approach could be more
effective. Realize your limits within a particular situa-
tion. Don’t worry about others right now, you might
have a difficult time keeping track of yourself! Tonight:
Please yourself.

@CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

[  Step back and do some thinking before jumping
to conclusions. You will be updating your ideas anyway,
no matter what perspective you take. Intuition helps you
gain in a tight squeeze. You could even surprise your-
self with the strength of your choices. Tonight: Lay out
your clothes — get ready for tomorrow!

\‘ AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

[ Where your friends are is where you want
to be. A child or loved one lets you know about a per-
sonal problem. Your feedback is instrumental in help-
ing someone make a decision. You juggle many dif-
ferent aspects of your life. Your goals change. Tonight:
Play away.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)

[  Others seek you out for advice. Your reactions stem
from a knee-jerk reaction. Your boss or supervisor could
change his or her priorities. Adjust, and both of you will
gain. Still, leave room for some spontaneous fun. Find a
family member for a talk. Tonight: In the spotlight.

Tomorrow ... Sunny

Today ... Rain and snow with a high 50°F.
Tonight ... Clear with a low of 49°F.
High—75°F

Low—A47°F
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“Only the shallow know themselves.”
— Oscar Wilde (1854-1900)
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Councilman sees downturn as an opportunity

BUDGET, from page 1

the best long-term interests of the city.”

City staff said anywhere between 2.5 to 5 percent cuts in municipal services
would have to be made for next year, depending on the length and severity of the

recession.

“We could get away with a 2.5 percent cut in services without it affecting
many people, but a 5 percent cut would have a very visible impact on city serv-
ices,” said McCarthy. “Many of our constituent groups would be effected.”

VERITAS, from page 1

6-0. Councilman Robert Holbrook
had left the meeting when the council
addressed the measure.

Currently, the mayor is elected by
the seven city council members. City
council candidates run at-large
throughout the eight square miles of
Santa Monica’s city limits and there
are no term limits.

VERITAS would change that to
allow residents to vote for the direct
election of the mayor and one coun-
cil member from their respective vot-
ing district. The measure also sets
term limits and gives the mayor veto
power.

Proponents of VERITAS say the
current election process makes it
unattainable for the average person to
run for office and it is not a represen-
tational form of government. The
current system allows for slate-
financed campaigns dominated by
huge special interest money, they say.
What’s more, they contend if people
could vote for their mayor it would

Proposal expected to be
controversial city issue

politically legitimatize the position.

“We’re trying to purify the
process to bring direct election of our
elected officials,” said Paul DeSantis,
VERITAS’ author. “And we want the
direct election of our mayor. It’s not
a personal thing, it’s just that we
believe in representational govern-
ment.”

But opponents say the measure
would split the city apart, not just by
voting districts but put neighbor-
hoods in competition with each other.

“I think it would result in the
balkanization of Santa Monica,”
Councilwoman Pam O’Connor told
the Daily Press last month. “It would
start pitting one district against dis-
trict.”

Residents appearing before the
city council earlier this week over-
whelmingly agreed with O’Connor.

“You do not divide a city. This is a
very, very bad initiative,” said resident
Chuck Allord. “You do not give veto
power to one individual. This is a hor-
rible initiative and it will be voted
down.”

b
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Carolyn Sackariason/Daily Press
‘Automatic’ gives “Charlie;” a curious passerby on the Promenade,

something to think about with a blowfish move in his face.

Overall, the city is projecting a $14 to $18
million loss in tax revenue for next year. That
figure does not consider the state defaulting
on repayment of loans the city took out during
the energy crisis, the projected $1.8 million
resulting from the implementation of the pro-
posed living wage ordinance or the culmina-
tion of three “large scale” court cases where
the city could be forced to pay large sums in
settlements.

“We just don’t know at this time how these
factors will pan out so we could not include
them in this analysis,” said Dennis.

After the city finished its dreary financial
forecast, a parade of residents appeared before
the council championing special causes from
residents with disabilities and the city’s recre-
ation department to the needs of the school
district and neighborhood group causes.

Each recognized the dire economic cir-
cumstances the city finds itself in, but asked
their cause not to be the one to face the brunt
of budget cuts.

Council members voted to prioritize the
budget by education, quality of life, afford-
able housing, mobility and sustainable
growth. Under each heading, everything from
senior citizen and youth programs to traffic
remediation efforts is targeted.

“This certainly looks like it will be a diffi-
cult year to find money,” said Councilman
Robert Holbrook. “My priority would be to

find ways to pay for one-time things rather
than creating more on-going funding needs.”

Mayor Mike Feinstein agreed, but he also
asked the staff to come back with a list of
long-term commitments the city has made,
such as the city’s $25 million open space plan.

“I don’t think we can even begin to divide
up the pie until we know how much is left to
be divided up,” he said.

Many council members said there would
be tough financial choices to be made over the
coming months, but said they believed there
were ways of reducing city spending without
cutting many services.

“We have a rainy day here, but it’s not a
historically bad storm or anything,” said
Councilwoman Pam O’Connor. “It’s going to
take lots of discipline and not taking on many
long range projects, but I think we can do
this.”

Some council members even see the eco-
nomic downturn as an opportunity for the city
to make tremendous changes for the good.

“During a downturn like this what better
time to look locally at our production and
consumption cycles and try to replace the
wasteful non-local transportation process
society has told us is the only way to live,”
said mayor pro tem Kevin McKeown. “So |
think it’s not really going to be a depressing
year but a year of new chances and new
choices.”

Consumer frustrated over
poor customer service

CELLULAR, from page 1

responsibility if it sells a kit to support it.”

When Tanzini installed the system in mid-1998, the phones were anything but free. His
$811 StarTrac was top of the line at the time, he said. But he lost whatever sentimental attach-
ment he might have had when it repeatedly broke. It was when he brought in his latest model
for replacement, at less than a year old, that he learned Cingular no longer had a phone which

would work in his car.

Cingular tried to satisfy Tanzini, although he testified he had to come to the store in person
and waited an hour to be helped on two different occasions.

Edwin Reese, a Cingular service coordinator, said the company was happy to replace the
phone, but balked at replacing a hands-free kit made almost four years ago.

Tanzini said he has now soured on Cingular, adding “what am I going to do when this one

breaks?”

He noted the “freebie Nokia” he has been using is sturdier than his former equipment.
But Judge Cislo softened complaints about the quality of Cingular’s service. After Tanzini
said he “didn’t like being beholden to a company with bad customer service,” the judge had

the last word.

“I take judicial notice that all (cellular) companies are similar in this society,” he declared.

Art exhibit on display at SMC

By Daily Press staff

Santa Monica College’s Pete & Susan
Barrett Art Gallery presents “Materials &
Meaning: A Sculpture Exhibit,” featuring the
works of seven prominent artists who have
used a broad range of materials and technolo-
gies to explore a sense of wonder and absurd-
ity.

The exhibit will be held from Jan. 12 to
Feb. 8 at the gallery, located at SMC’s
Madison campus on Santa Monica Boulevard
at 11th Street.

The opening reception will be from 6 p.m.
to 8 p.m. Friday, Jan. 11.

The artists to be featured are Dean De
Cocker, John Heric, Tina Marrin, Bridget
Marrin, Alan Rath, Roland Reiss, and Mark
Sparks.

“The art works in this exhibition feature a
broad range of materials and employ a variety
of technologies from kinetic sculpture and

electronic images to cast metals and three-
dimensional miniature models,” said Marian
Winsryg, SMC Art Gallery director and cura-
tor of the show. “Each artist creates specially
constructed environments that depict real or
imaginary scenes, which combine both tradi-

tional as well as nontraditional materials.”
The exhibit also features some small-scale

sculpture environments or dioramas that have
“enabled the artist to create a miniature or
three-dimensional pictorial world of physical
space that encapsulates the totality of life,”
Winsryg said.

“These works combine a sense of passion
created by unusual materials that compel us
to examine our own sense of wonder and
absurdity in how we look at the world,” she
said.

Gallery hours are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Monday through Friday and 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Saturday. Call (310) 434-3434 for more
information.
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newsstands at these locations:

building

» Santa Monica Courthouse

Santa Monica Daily Press
now at newsstands around the city!

Readers and customers can now find the Daily Press in permanent

* 17th Street and Montana Avenue; northwest corner in front the pharmacy

* 14th Street and Montana Avenue; northeast corner in front of Peets Coffee

* Montana Avenue, between 14th-15th Streets; in front of Jamba Juice

* 7th Street and Montana Avenue; northeast corner, in front of Starbucks Coffee
* 3rd Street and Wilshire Boulevard, northeast corner; in front of Surla Table

* Ocean Avenue and Wilshire Boulevard; in front of the Bank of California

 Wilshire Boulevard, between 22nd-23rd Streets; in front of Manhattan Bagel
* 14th and Santa Monica Boulevard; in front of Chevron

* Wilshire Boulevard and Lincoln Boulevard; in front of Baja Fresh
 Colorado Boulevard and 3rd Street; in front of Santa Monica Place

Watch for future newsstands a a location near you!

STATE

Tale of two budgets: Wilson
recalls 1990s fiscal crunch

BY ALEXA HAUSSLER

Associated Press Writer

SACRAMENTO — California’s cur-
rent budget crisis is often compared to the
fiscal crunch of the early 1990s, but the
man who steered the state through a crip-
pling recession a decade ago doesn’t buy
the comparison.

Republican former Gov. Pete Wilson
eliminated a $14 billion shortfall in 1992
by cutting spending and raising taxes. But
he urges his successor, Democratic Gov.
Gray Davis, to avoid tax increases.

“The current problem is, I think, far
less challenging,” Wilson said in a recent
telephone interview with the Associated
Press.

Today, California is facing a $12.4 bil-
lion shortfall in revenues from a $79 bil-
lion general fund budget. The state’s div-
ing revenues have been attributed to an
already-weak economy nationwide, the
crushed high-tech sector and layoffs and a
drop in travel after the Sept. 11 attacks.

In 1992, the state was short $14 billion,
about one-third of the then-$41 billion
general fund budget. The shortfall, Wilson
said, came from an international reces-
sion, deep defense cuts and base closures
and a downsizing trend in corporations.

Davis “has to close a smaller gap
against a much larger base. Can he do it
without new taxes? I certainly think he
should try,” Wilson said.

The governor will reveal his plans
Thursday to deal with his own budget cri-
sis. He has declared that his budget plan
will not include a tax increase, though he
has declined to say he would reject any
legislative plan that has new taxes.

Wilson, now a consultant living in Los
Angeles and visiting fellow at Stanford
University’s Hoover Institution, called his
decision to raise taxes in 1992 “painful.”

“I didn’t choose it. It was all that was
available other than deficit spending
which was not, in my view, an option,”
Wilson said. “It was a most unpopular
thing to do politically and I knew it at the
time and felt that we really had no choice.”

Despite the tax increase, Wilson won

“l didn’t choose it. It was all
that was available other
than deficit spending
which was not, in my view,
an option. It was a most
unpopular thing to do
politically and | knew it at
the time and felt that we
really had no choice”

— PETE WILSON
Former governor

election to his second term in 1994.

Davis and other Democratic leaders
have criticized Wilson for his approval of
the electricity deregulation law that many
say led to the state’s power crisis last year.

And Republicans and Democrats have
squabbled this year over an automatically
triggered sales tax increase — which
kicks in if the state’s reserves dip too low
— signed into law by Wilson.

But Wilson is unapologetic. “It seems
to me that they could have avoided it by
spending cuts,” he said. And, he said, he is
accustomed to taking shots.

It was working with a Democratic
Legislature that the Republican faced the
budget crunch. Wilson said he thinks
Davis can avoid some headaches because
he is working with two Democrat-run leg-
islative chambers. But party leaders are
already giving Davis friction.

Wilson also cautioned against shuffling
state debt, which he said could place more
risk and costs on future officeholders or
taxpayers. The answer, Wilson said he
believes, is “having the stomach to make
deeper spending cuts now, deeper spending
cuts than I hear anybody talking about.”

Police spokesperson says
he’s sorry for misstatement

By the Associated Press

OXNARD Police Department
spokesman David Keith apologized at a
City Council meeting Tuesday for using
poor judgment when he told a neighbor-
hood council meeting that Oxnard officers
were “equal opportunity” shooters.

Keith had been invited to the neighbor-
hood meeting in September, about a
month after the shooting of Robert Lee
Jones, 23, on Aug, 24. Jones was shot by
an officer as he crouched in a closet at his
Oxnard home. Police said he threatened
officers with a knife.

It was the fifth fatal police shooting in
Oxnard last year.

“At one point during the evening I was
asked about the racial makeup of the indi-
viduals and the officers involved in the
shootings that had taken place during the
year,” Keith told the council Tuesday.

| certainly regret making
these statements. I'd
like to offer my sincere
apologies.”

— DAVID KEITH
Oxnard Police Dept., spokesperson

“I stated there was no particular pattern
to it and that the incidents included offi-
cers and subjects of a variety of races and
nationalities. I then said, in an off-the-cuff
manner, that we’re, quote, equal oppor-
tunists. Obviously the statement was an
example of poor judgment on my part. I
certainly regret making these statements.
I’d like to offer my sincere apologies.”
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Criminal investigation begins in Enron failure

BY KAREN GULLO

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON The Justice
Department has opened a criminal inves-
tigation into Enron Corp., whose employ-
ees lost billions when the company barred
them from selling plummeting Enron
shares from their retirement accounts.

The department has formed a national
task force, headed by the criminal division
and made up of federal prosecutors in
Houston, San Francisco, New York and
several other cities, said a Justice
Department official, speaking on condi-
tion of anonymity.

The Labor Department and the
Securities and Exchange Commission are
conducting civil investigations.

Enron attorney Robert Bennett said the
company was pleased with the prospect of
a Justice Department investigation that
would “bring light to the facts.”

“It’s a positive development,” Bennett
said. “As I understand it, this means there
will be a centralized investigation at the
Justice Department. ... It’s important that

we not let the Washington scandal
machine take over, which will have as a
consequence that every move will be
politicized and the facts will be trivial-
ized.”

While ordinary employees were pro-
hibited from selling company stock from
their Enron-heavy 401(k) accounts, Enron
executives cashed out more than $1 bil-
lion in stock when it was near its peak.

In addition to retirees and some 4,500
out-of-work  employees,  countless
investors around the country have been
burned by Enron’s rapid descent into fed-
eral bankruptcy court in recent weeks.

Enron, which was the nation’s seventh-
biggest company in revenue and admired
by Wall Street as a technological innova-
tor, has acknowledged it overstated profits
for four years.

The chief executive of its longtime
auditor, Arthur Andersen LLP, told a
House hearing last month that the
accounting firm notified Enron’s audit
committee on Nov. 2 of “possible illegal
acts within the company.”

Enron, which was formed in 1985 and

Junta testifies he threw 3
punches in fatal altercation

BY DENISE LAVOIE

Associated Press Writer

CAMBRIDGE, Mass. — A man
accused of beating to death another father
at their sons’ hockey practice testified
Wednesday he punched the victim “no
more than three” times after the man
lunged at him.

Thomas Junta, 44, said he threw out his
arms to protect himself as 40-year-old
Michael Costin attacked him when he
walked into the rink.

“I didn’t know what that guy was
doing. Why was he even jumping at me?”’
Junta said. “It was crazy. I didn’t know if
he had something in his hands.”

Junta broke down in tears when he
recalled that several children, including
his then 10-year-old son, Quinlan, were in
the rink and saw Junta beat Costin into
unconsciousness. Costin died the next
day.

Junta, a truck driver and one of 13 chil-
dren, is on trial for manslaughter. He
began his testimony with some personal
details, including that he has no mental

defects but uses a hearing aid, wears
glasses and has had surgery on his shoul-
ders and knees.

Junta maintains he acted in self-
defense during the July 5, 2000, fight.
Prosecutors say the 6-foot-1, 270-pound
defendant used his size to overpower
Costin, who was an inch shorter and
weighed 160 pounds.

The fatal fight was the second alterca-
tion between the men that day. Earlier,
Junta had yelled to Costin, who was
supervising the practice, because the play
started to get too rough. Costin told him:
“That’s hockey.”

The two scuffled after practice broke.
Costin, in full hockey gear including
skates and a helmet, lashed out at Junta
and ripped off his gold chain, Junta testi-
fied. Even after they were pulled apart,
Costin continued to swing his arms and
cuss, Junta said.

A medical expert hired by Junta testi-
fied Wednesday that one punch could
have been enough to cause the fatal
injury. Junta has maintained that he hit
Costin just three times, but some prosecu-
tion witnesses have said Junta beat
Costin’s head on the floor and pummeled
him repeatedly, landing at least 10 blows,
by one account.

Both sides agree the fatal injury was

- | the rupture of an artery on the left side of

Steven Senne/Associated Press

Thomas Junta demonstrates a portion
of the July 5, 2000 altercation, which
took place between Junta and Michael
Costin, while taking the stand during
his trial in Middlesex Superior Court,
in Cambridge, Mass. on Wednesday.
Junta, 44, is accused of manslaughter
in the death of Costin, 40, who
allegedly was beaten unconscious by

Junta in front of several children at a

hockey game on July 5, 2000.

Costin’s neck. Dr. Ira Kanfer, a patholo-
gist, testified Wednesday that Costin’s
artery could have ruptured with one

- punch.

“It’s a rare injury caused by minimal
force, and it’s just one of those things that
happens,” Kanfer said. “I don’t believe
it’s cumulative; I believe it’s one blow.”

On cross-examination by prosecutor
Sheila Calkins, Kanfer conceded it may
not have been the first blow that was fatal.
He said a person would stop moving and
become unconscious within two or three
seconds after the artery ruptured. Some
witnesses have said Costin put up his
hands after the first blow and was flailing
his hands and legs after a second punch.

has 20,000 employees, was once the
world’s top buyer and seller of natural gas
and the largest electricity marketer in the
United States. It also marketed coal, pulp,
paper, plastics, metals and fiber-optic
bandwidth.

One likely focus of the Justice
Department investigation: Possible fraud
based on Enron’s heavy reliance on off-
balance-sheet partnerships which took on
Enron debt. The partnerships masked
Enron’s financial problems and left its
credit ratings healthy so it could obtain
the cash and credit crucial to running its
trading business.

The Houston-based company went
bankrupt after its credit collapsed and its
main rival, Dynegy Inc., backed out of an
$8.4 billion buyout plan late last year.

Just a year ago, stock of the nation’s
largest buyer and seller of natural gas
traded at $85 per share. Today, it is less
than $1.

The company played a key role earlier
this year when a White House task force
met with business executives and other
interest to fashion an energy policy.
Kenneth L. Lay, the chairman, has close
ties to the president, as he did with his
father, former President Bush.

Last week, the president said: “I think
the life savings’ issue is something we
need to look into. ... The government will
be looking into this.”

The news of the criminal investigation
comes amid questions about the White
House’s dealings with Enron, whose exec-
utives contributed heavily to President
Bush’s election campaign.

The White House has acknowledged
that Enron representatives met six times
with Vice President Dick Cheney or his
aides on energy issues last year, most
recently in mid-October just before the
investing public realized the company
was heading for disaster.

A U.S. Airforce C-130 cargo plane is unloaded on the tarmac at the
Kandahar airport in Afghanistan on Wednesday. The airforce is bringing in
large quantities of supplies and materials to improve the base in advance
of the upcoming Army takeover of the airport from the Marines.

Marco Di Lauro/Associated Press

Family says Oregon man
among the seven Marines
Killed in Pakistan crash

BY AMALIE YOUNG

Associated Press Writer

A 23-year-old Oregon man was among the seven Marines killed on board a military
plane that crashed into a mountain in Pakistan, the serviceman’s father said

Wednesday.

Bryan Bertrand had served as a Marine for three years and could have been home
about a month ago, but he volunteered for another tour of duty, said his father, Bruce.

“He didn’t want to be on the sidelines,” the father said from his Coos Bay home,
along the southern Oregon coast. “He loved what he was doing.”

Pentagon officials said there were no initial indications that anyone survived the
crash Wednesday night, but a search-and-rescue mission continued. They also said
there were no signs the plane, a KC-130 used for in-flight refueling or hauling cargo,

was brought down by hostile action.

U.S. Central Command said from its Tampa, Fla., headquarters that the four-engine
plane crashed as it was making its landing approach at a base in Shamsi, in south-

western Pakistan.

The Pentagon has not released the names of the victims.
Bruce Bertrand said two Marines stationed in Eugene drove to Coos Bay to give the

family the news about their son’s death.

“It’s terrible, but we’re proud of him,” Bertrand said.
Bertrand was single, and the youngest of three children. The family last saw him last
July, when he returned home for his sister’s wedding.
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NVEWS OF THE WEIRD

GET NOTICED!
ADVERTISE!

Councilman racks up parking tickets 100% ORGANIC NEWS ...

by Chuck Shepard

PICKED FRESH DAILY.

In November, Philadelphia City Councilman Angel Ortiz was revealed to have been driving ) )
for the last 25 years without a license, including the last 17 years when he has been a municipal m m D 1[
employee or council member. Said Ortiz, "I kept trying to make time to get a new license, and it § a Onm a ? 1"655
seemed that something pressing always took precedence." A few days later, Ortiz was discovered
also to have 53 outstanding parking tickets (face value, about $3,000), and as is often the case
with public officials' misconduct, Ortiz made the story more interesting by denying that he knew
about any of the tickets.

310.458.7737
Fax: 310.576.9913
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CLASSIFIEDS

Employment ] Employment

ADMIN ASSISTANT to Presi-
dent. Small investment compa-
ny. Requires MS/word,Excel,
AOL, 50-60 wpm., 3-5 years ex-
perience, phones, investor rela-
tions, travel arrangements. Fax
resume (310)827-5541

ESTHETICIAN/MASSAGE
ROOM available in busy hair
and skin salon. Credit card
processing, parking, great envi-
ronment w/ fun people. Call
Peter or just drop by 13114
Washington Blvd., MDR
(310)383-0357

PARALEGAL WI/3 vyears or
more experience; self-starter,
assertive and organized; able to
handle heavy client contact;
suitable writing skills required;
PI experience necessary; medi-
cal record review exp,; bilingual
Spanish a plus. Please email
resume to kgallo@biren.com

RECEPTIONIST FOR busy up-

scale Brentwood Salon. Full-
time, Tues. - Sat. Position
starts  January 1  2002.

(310)471-5555

FACILITY MANAGER Small
west side school seeks organ-
ized, motivated manager to su-
pervise crew. Exp. preferred.
32+hours/wk. AM’s  Mon-Fri,
some flexibility, call (310)451-
5657

FINISH CARPENTERS Experi-
ence in fine custom residential
required, 3yrs minimum. Must
have references & tools.
Call(310)822-0685, fax ref. to
(310) 822-0785

FLORAL DESIGNER needed
for flower shop in Century City.
Please call (310)785-0669
GENERAL OFFICE Assistant
for busy Marina Del Rey travel
office. Microsoft Word, Excel.
Contact: Billy (310)823-7979

HAIR STYLIST, ESTHETICIAN
& RECEPTIONIST wanted for
Campus Cuts salon at UCLA. 2
positions open. Stylist Minimun
2 years experience. (310)206-
4770

JIFFY LUBE
Customer Service
Join the best and be part of the
J-Team. F/T, P/T & Flex.
hours. Santa Monica location.
Retail cashier/calculator exper
w/ computer knowledge helpful.
Valid Calif. DL/English required.
Competitive wages
w/health/dental/401k & vacation
benefits. Must pass
physical/drug exam. EOE
(562)806-4948

MANICURIST FOR Busy Santa
Monica Salon. Full-time, com-
mission or rented. Open 9am-
8pm. (310)450-8669
MANICURIST FOR busy up-
scale Brentwood Salon. Lots of
walk-ins. Can build very quickly
full time rent or commission call
(310)471-5555

RETIRE IN two years with a six
figure residual income. Part
Time and Full Time. (888)412-
6921

UPSCALE MONTANA Ave. sal-
on has 2 stations available for
rental. $300 / week with sham-
poo assistant. (310)451-3710

SONY 27 inch TV. Stereo
speakers. Excellent condition.
$200 (310)451-0498

SONY VAIO R505JSlaptop.
850 MHz, 30G, CDRW/DVD,
256 MB RAM, 10/100, Windows
XP, 12.1" Active Matrix screen.
Super thin, super light and su-
per fast! $2000 (orig. $2496).
Chris (310)821-5611

Boats

20’ CAL: Good condition. Com-
pletely stock. Xtra Geona sail.
Motor. Incl. cust. trailer. $1900
(310)391-4051

24’ |ISLANDER ‘66: 6hp Evin-
rude, 6-gal metal tank, radio,
galley, sleeps 4 $1990 obo
(310)645-3104

27'BAYLINER ~ BUCCANEER
Great live-aboard, very spa-
cious, aft cabin MUST SELL!
$5950 obo. (310)417-4141

BRAND NEW state of the art
building in the heart of Santa
Monica with live/work apts. Two
full baths, WI/D, stove, dish-
washer, microwave, granite
countertops, tile floors & under-
ground parking. 1-2 bedroom
layouts wired for computer and
high-speed Internet access,
multiple phone lines. Reception
services and personal tele-
phone answering. Use of huge
balconies, conference rooms,
hi-speed printers/copiers, AV
equipment & everything for of-
fice needs is included. Secreta-
rial services if required. Located
in Santa Monica at 16th &
Broadway within a mile of SM
Pier, 3rd St. Promenade and
Watergarden office complex.
Please direct all inquiries to
310-526-0315 or email
info@1610broadway.com.

MDR LUXURY Silver Strand
Ocean view, Lrg 2bdr, 2ba.
Frplc D/W, pool, AIC, tennis,
sauna, spa, sec, nr bch. $2300.
(310)306-0363

OFFICE SUBLET; 1, 2, or 3 of-
fices available. Great location
in Santa Monica starting @
$450.00/month. available imm-
ed. Steve (310)392-6100

PDR MANITOBA West 2bdr +
loft Condo. New crpt/paint.
Pool, spa, hot tub tennis, pad-
dle tennis, gym. Available now.
$1700mo Agt Sheila: (310)338-
1311

PDR: LUXURY Condo 2bd/2ba,
frplc, 2 balc, pools, jacuzzi, sau-
na, W/D in unit, racquet ball
courts, security parking, exer-
cise room, all appliances, 1
year lease $1750 (310)871-
7812

SM $1800 2+2. Approxi-
mately 1100s.f. 2 car enclosed
gar. No. of Wilshire Bl. Walk to
Montana Shops. 2020 Wash-
ington Ave. Call: (310)395-1880

Wanted

HOUSE SITTING position want-
ed. Santa Monica. Westside.
Will water lawn and plants.
Feed and walk pets. Collect
mail and newspapers. Maintain
household. Compensation flex-
ible. Contact Elliot (310)661-
9155

27" CATALINA, Immac liva-
boad/Cruiser. Many xtras.
MdR slip. $6900 obo (310)892-
4616

NIGHT MANAGER needed for
Santa Monica Restaurant. Ex-
perience a must. Please fax re-
sume to (310)393-6840

REWARDING SALES CA-
REER. Int'l firm with 16 years
success track record seeks ex-
perienced business person M/F
to sponsor & coach clients on
maximizing & protecting wealth.
Comprehensive training & sup-
port. Call Mr. Kenedy
(800)600-5149

VENICE HOUSE 3+3 710 Cali-
fornia Avenue Front. All new
kitchen. Large balcony off up-
per bedrooms. Dining Rm, Liv
Rm wifireplace. W&D. 3 car
parking. CCTV at front gate.
Nice yard. No dogs. $3692
310-821-2589

S.M.: 2+1, 3 blocks to beach.
Huge balcony, parkay floors,
Indry, prkg. Ocean view. $2100.
(310)399-1273

SM $1395 Spacious 2 Bdrm 1
Ba with prkg. New carpet. 501
Raymond Ave. (310)573-7452

SM $1400 Lg 2 bdrm 1 ba,
hrdwd fl, lots of closets, stove,
prkg, Idry rm Quiet area
(310)396-1644

STUDIO SPACE FOR LEASE
avail 1500sf Santa Monica. AM,
Eves, Sun, for classes, work-
shops, meetings. E. Pico, Am-
ple Parking. Karen 310-396-
5990

VENICE BEACH Lrg 1+1 apt.
Enclosed patio, 1/2 block to
beach. N/p w/stv & refrig $1250
(310)641-1149

VENICE HOUSE 2+1+office.
710 California  Ave. Rear.
Stove, frig, m/w, w&d. Ceiling
fans. 2 car parking. Nice patio.
No Dogs. 310-821-2589

VENICE HOUSE for rent
$1975. 3+1 Approx. 1000s.f.
Hrdwd & carpets. Remodeled
kitchen, pvt. garden. Very
clean. New appliances, inside
WID. 2477 Walnut Ave.

Call: (310)395-1880

VENICE: $1350 1Bdr + 1Ba
Hdwd floors. W/D in unit. 1128
6th Ave. No pets. (310)399-
7235

VENICE: 2bdrm+2bath, park-
ing,1 block from beach, mini
bar, $1700 + sec. dep.
(310)305-9659

VENICE: DUPLEX 2+1 WI/D,
appliances, hardwood floors
$1700 2 blocks to Abbot Kin-
ney. N/P 627 San Juan Ave.
(310)399-7235

VENICE: Lrg 1+1 wigrt lite.
Huge closet, stove, W/D on site.
Off the canals. $1325
(310)305-8109

VENICE: 3+2, Lrg, sunny up-
per unit, 4 plex. French doors,
balcony, parking. $2100
(310)581-5379

VENICE: ON BOARDWALK
Sec. building. Clean 1bd/loft
bdrm+1.2 level balcony.
w/vu.frig, stv.,, D/W, Indry, gtd,
prkg. $1850. (310)823-6349

W. LA 2464 Barrington 3bdr,
3ba Lrg rooms, all appliances
included. Fireplace, marble
countertops, in unit W/D. Gated
parking elevator, intercom en-
try. $2195. OPEN DAILY. Mgr.
Call: (310)390-9401

W. LA: 2464 Barrington Ave.
4bd/4ba  Very Lrg unit, spa-
cious closets, marble counters,
stove, refrig, d/w, nu paint, frplc,
gtd prkg intercom entry, eleva-

tor. W/D in unit. Open daily.
$2695. Mgr. Call: (310)390-
9401

Commercial Lease

BRAND NEW, state of the art
executive suites in the heart of
Santa Monica. All offices have
operable windows, 18-ft. high
ceilings, view of ocean & mtns.
Wired for computer and hi-
speed Internet access, multiple
phone lines. Reception services
& personal phone answering.
Use of huge balconies, confer-
ence rooms, hi-speed
printer/copiers, AV equipment &
everything for office needs in-
cluded. Secretarial services if
required. Located in SM at 16th
& Broadway, within a mile of
SM Pier, 3rd St. Promenade &
Watergarden office complex.
Please direct all inquiries to
310-526-0315 or email
info@1610broadway.com.

Vehicles for sale

1970 VW Bug in good condi-
tion, new floors, upholstery.
$1800 or best offer.  Call
(323)259-8500

96 VOLVO 850 turbo, teal blue
with tan interior 61,000 miles
(310)280-0840

Services

AT YOUR SERVICE!
Professional Personal Assis-
tant. Strong office skills. Great
references, reliable transporta-
tion. (310)452-4310

BUSINESS WRITER/MEDIA re-
lations specialist: offers 16
years experience in public rela-
tions and investor relations
available for short and long-ter
m assignments. Call Jane to-
day to implement strategy for
improved media coverage and
increased customer/investor in-
terest (310)452-4310

CHAUFFEUR SANTA Monica
resident. Full or P/T. Will drive
your auto. Excellent driving re-
cord. (310)451-0498

CHILD & ELDERLY CARE: Ex-
perienced Mature, female, veg-
etarian available immeadiately
for caregiving. Xint references.
Call Omanasa (310)314-8248

CHILD CARE: Mature, intelli-
gent, kind & compassionate.
Former nursery school experi-
ence. References available.
Audry Norris (310)854-2053

COMPUTER DOCTOR - Re-
pairs, Tutoring, Web Design,
Patient, Reliable. Russell
(310)709-7595

DESIGN DRAWINGS Interior-
Exterior.  Drawings can help
you avoid costly mistakes &
better visualize your remodel
projects. 30 years experience.
References. (310)836-4797

ELDERLY CARE PROVIDER
Living in Santa Monica, immedi-
ately available for full or part
time work. References availa-
ble upon request. Please call
Lita (310)394-3197

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTANT
available to come to your
home/business and help clean-
up, free-up and organize your fi-
nances. Professional services
included; Quicken / Quickbooks
set-up and management, estab-
lishing on-line banking services,
accounting, payroll, employee
benefits and other professional
matters. Flexible weekly /
monthly programs and excellent
references. Please call Roland.
(310)230-2341

FRIENDLY & SKILLED Com-
puter Support Services. Setup,
upgrade, internet connections &
networks. Home or Office,
Westide (310)663-3644. Rea-
sonable Rates.

GARDEN CONSULTANT Mov-
ing? Add thousands of $$$'s to
property value by enhancing
curb appeal. Let me help. Res-
onable rates & references.
Free Estimate. Mary Kay Gor-
don (310)264-0272

KNITTING LESSONS Yarn,
Supplies, Patterns, Finishing &
Design, STICH & ROW, Knitting
Arts Center, 15200 Sunset
Blvd., Suite 111, Pacific Pali-
sades (310)230-9902

PET STOPS WEST Boston's
Finest Daily and Vacation pet
sitting service for over a decade
comes to Santa Monica. Li-
censed, bonded, insured.
(310)264-7193

SPANISH TEACHER/TUTOR,
Santa Monica native speaker w/
M.A. from U. of MI Berlitz
trained. Convers/Grammer, all
levels/ages. Fun. Lissette
(310)260-1255

TENNIS LESSONS Learn the
game of tennis (effortlessly).
Have fun! Get in shape.
Group/private. Call Now! Intro
lesson free. Certified Instructor
(310)388-3722

The State-Of-The-Art
Videoconferencing Solution
Fixed 30 frames per second
Currently being used by; The
US Navy, Smithsonian Institu-
tion, the Mayors office in San
Diego and New York, The Uni-
fied School District of San Die-
go, Police and Fire Depart-
ments, Warner Brothers, CNN
and Turner Networks. Call to-
day: West Coast Video Phone

(310)392-0799

TUTORING
K-12 academics, K-adult com-
puter, Learning Disabilities Spe-
cialist. Reasonable rates. Wise
Owl Education (310)209-9032

Business Opps

$1500/MO. PT - $4500-
$7200/mo. FT Int'l Company
needs Supervisors & Assis-
tants. Full training. Free infor-
mation. (866)412-8036  or
www.kes-homebusiness.com

ATTENTION: WORK from
home. $500 - $2500/mo PT.
$3k - $7k/mo FT. Free booklet.
(800) 935-5041.
Dreamtimeisnow.com

EARN A VERY HIGH CASH
FLOW. Lend @10% to a fast
growing firm & get your money
back in 16-19 months, + earn a
royalty of 7 TIMES loan
amount, 60% annual return. I'll
show you this is real over lunch.
$25K min. Elliot (310)745-3512

IF YOUR not afraid to speak in
front of small groups & like the
idea of unlimited income. Call
(877)772-7729 independent as-
soc.

SALES ENTREPRENEURS
wanted. Gourmet Coffee/Es-
presso Industry. Invest only
your time and skill, unlimited in-
come. (310)675-0717

Health/Beauty

VIACREME FOR  women
works! Developed and recom-
mended by gynecologists. Or-
der vc.com. (310)312-0662

MONICA LYNN DEVITO
05/01/56 Please call home im-
meadiatly.  Others with info
email: moniphome@aol.com

Lost & Found

FOUND - set of keys with silver
metal flower keychain. Found
at 601 California. Please call
(310)458-7737.

JOIN THE CLASSIEST GIG IN TOWN!

With the classiest representative in town ...
Call Angela at the Santa Monica Daily Press

and place your classified ad today!

310.458.7737 ext.101
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Defecating figurines are part of the holiday fun in Spain

BY SARAH ANDREWS

Associated Press Writer

BARCELONA, Spain — Placing
statuettes of defecating people in Nativity
scenes is a Christmastime tradition so old
and so strong in Spain’s Catalonia region
that even the Roman Catholic Church
here doesn’t dare try to ban it.

When an exhibit of the figurines in a
California museum sparked an angry
denunciation from a Catholic group in the
United States, Catalonians who cherish
the tradition came ardently to its defense.

“Unfortunately, there

are intolerant people

who are offended by
any little thing.

— JOSEP MARIA JOAN
Toy Museum of Catalonia, director

“Unfortunately, there are intolerant
people who are offended by any little
thing,” Josep Maria Joan, director of the

Toy Museum of Catalonia, said Monday.
His museum has a permanent collection
of the figurines, known as caganers.

Spanish artist Antoni Miralda’s exposi-
tion “Poetical Gut” at Copia, a food, wine
and arts museum in Napa, Calif., features
ceramic figurines of the pope, nuns and
angels with their pants down, squatting
over their bowel movements.

The Catholic League for Religious and
Civil Rights, a 350,000-member group
based in New York, has written to the
museum’s board of trustees to say it finds
the show offensive.

“When it’s degrading, everybody
knows it except the spin doctors who run
the museums,” the group’s president,
William Donohue, said Sunday.

In a tradition that dates back to the 18th
century, Catalonians hide caganers in
Christmas Nativity scenes and invite
friends over to try to find them. The fig-
ures symbolize fertilization and the hope
for prosperity in the coming year, accord-
ing to Joan.

“It’s really only a game,” he said. “The
caganer is not supposed to steal Jesus’
spotlight in the manger scene. But it’s log-
ical that when traditions like this are

exported they can be misunderstood.”
An official with the Cultural Heritage

department of the Barcelona Roman
Catholic diocese, speaking on condition
of anonymity, described the tradition as a

harmless game for children and indicated
the church has no plans to oppose it.

Although the traditional caganer resem-
bles a red-capped Catalonian peasant,
Miralda is not the first to depict public fig-
ures. Since the 1940s, Catalonians have been
making modern renditions of the caganer —
including, recently, Osama bin Laden.

For Marti Torrent, founder of the 70-
member Association of Friends of the
Caganer, the meaning goes deeper than
child’s play.

To him, the caganer’s act symbolizes
“the fertilization of the earth” and pride in
the land of Catalonia, whose inhabitants
won the right to speak their own language
and govern themselves after the 1939-75
Spanish dictatorship.

“I know that American society is more
strict with its religious ideas than we are
in Catalonia,” said Torrent, 89, who added
that what the caganer does is natural.
“Even the king has to do it every day or at
least every other day.”

American jailed for burning
huge Christmas ornament

By the Associated Press

STOCKHOLM, Sweden — An
American tourist jailed in Sweden for
burning an unusual Christmas ornament
— a 21-foot-high straw goat — was set
free on Wednesday.

Lawrence Litchford Jones, a 51-year-
old Cleveland artist, told the court he
was sorry he torched the goat with his
lighter on Dec. 23, but that he thought it
was a local tradition, district court judge
Karl-Axel Bladh said.

The huge straw goat is built every
Christmas by the merchants’ association
in Gaevle, a central city about 100 miles

north of the capital, Stockholm. Every
year vandals burn it down, but they are
seldom caught.

Angry citizens in Gaevle apprehended
Jones after he set the fire.

Jones was sentenced Wednesday to a
month in prison for inflicting gross dam-
age, but the judge released him, saying
the 18 days in spent in jail awaiting trial
was sufficient. He was fined $9,600.

“It was an impulsive act,” Bladh said.
“He didn’t realize how valuable the goat
is.”

Jones also told the court he was under
the influence of alcohol and pain relievers.

YOUR OPINION MATTERS! send your letters to Santa Monica Daily Press: Attn. Editor

530 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 200 ¢ Santa Monica ¢ 90401 ¢ sack@smdp.com

For A Perfect Aprées Holiday
Warm Up, Why Not...

urtle 'Bay Resort

H A W A

On Oahu’s Scenic North Shore
www.TurtleBayResort.com

... play golf on 2 championship courses

... bask in the Hawaiian sun

... amassage in the shade of a coconut tree

... explore over 800 acres of tfropical paradise

... ride a horse by the ocean and through the jungle
... amonkey’s lunch at the Hang Ten seaside bar

... pick up puka shells on 5 miles of beach

... watch the surfers from your own lanai

.. see the sun go down over the water

Call 800.203.3650
& ask for the “Santa Monica Special”.

Open?Days
1126 Wilshire Boulevard, Santa Monica

"Retail Therapy”

75 - 90% off

Eom Gap

to Guceci...
L.A’s hottest

resale store!

Mention this ad
and receive 20%
off of your first

purchase

GREAT
L ABELS

Designer Resale

310.451.2277




