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QUOTE OF 
THE DAY

In a September story, the local
Spokesman Review reported that
putting a stop sign at the
Spokane, Wash., junction of
Havana Street and Eighth Avenue
is tricky because the intersection
is subject to the jurisdiction of
three different entities. West of
the center line of Havana is regu-
lated by the city of Spokane, and
east of it by Spokane County, and
to stop Eighth Avenue traffic
heading west, permission is also
needed from incorporated
Spokane Valley, which controls
land up to the edge of Eighth
Avenue. Said resident Ed Weilep,
“You get a real thrill going
through that intersection.”

“What dreadful hot
weather we have! It

keeps me in a constant
state of inelegance.”

– Jane Austen

NEWS OF 
THE WEIRD
by Chuck Shepard 

L O OT T

FANTASY 5
39, 31, 20, 19, 34

DAILY 3
Afternoon picks: 4, 2, 1
Evening picks: 0, 3, 6
DAILY DERBY

1st Place: 4, Big Ben
2nd Place: 6, Whirl Win

3rd Place: 12, Lucky Charms
Race Time: 1:48.65
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213 Arizona Ave. Off The 3rd Street Promenade  Tel: (310) 395-1120

PERSONAL • BUSINESS • OFFERS

SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA
(310) 395-9922

429 Santa Monica Blvd. Ste. 710
Santa Monica 90401

IRS PROBLEMS?

Tragic accident finally
plays itself out in civil 
and criminal arenas
BY JOHN WOOD
Daily Press Staff Writer

DOWNTOWN — Seven
months after the July 16 Farmers’
Market crash, legal disputes sur-
rounding the devastating accident
are finally gathering momentum in
both civil and criminal arenas.

On Thursday, civil litigators
contended that lawsuits will be
filed against City Hall any day
now. They argue the city is respon-
sible because it should have known
shoppers at the Farmers’ Market
were being subjected to danger.

City officials have rejected
dozens of claims by victims and
their families in relation to the
crash, maintaining that City Hall
had no way of knowing such a

horrific accident could occur in the
popular marketplace.

Meanwhile, driver Russell
Weller, 87, who killed 10 people and
injured 63 more when he drove his
Buick Le Sabre through the crowd-
ed market last summer, pleaded not
guilty Tuesday to 10 felony counts
of vehicular manslaughter. 

The stakes are high in both tri-
als — In the civil lawsuit, untold
millions of dollars hang in the bal-
ance; in the criminal forum, a deci-
sion could have implications for
elderly drivers across the nation.

Lawyers involved in the cases
come from a wide variety of back-
grounds, but all have one thing in
common — they are widely
viewed as among the best in their
fields. Here, the Daily Press takes
a closer look at some of the key
players in both the civil and crimi-
nal matters.

Lawyers saddle up
for showdown over
Market crash suits

Couple was attacked 
at gunpoint in their 
luxury apartment
BY JOHN WOOD
Daily Press Staff Writer

SM COURTHOUSE — Theirs
is the kind of lawsuit movies are
made of.

It starts with Oliver Starr, a 36-
year-old former bicycle racer and
sales consultant, and his ex-girl-
friend, Julien Serrano.

Four years ago, the couple had
just gotten engaged. Things were
good. They were living in a luxury
seaview apartment in Pacific
Palisades. Starr was raking in
$35,000 a month.

That all changed on Aug. 18,
2000, a typical Friday afternoon,
when four gunmen stormed into
their apartment in broad daylight,

tied up the couple and their two
lunch guests, severely beat Starr
and demanded $30,000 in cash.

But that wasn’t the end of it.
Apparently, the gunmen had the

wrong apartment. They were look-
ing for a man named “Matt,” a
reported drug dealer who just days

Aftershock: Break-in
sparks $1 million suit

See LAWYERS, page 7

BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

MID-CITY — Bar owner
Claire Ragge couldn’t open a
newspaper without shedding tears.
She felt helpless as the world
around her seemingly crumbled a
little more each day.

“It has gotten so bad in this coun-
try. I would read the paper every day
and I would cry,” she said. “I said to
myself, ‘What can I do?’

“I started doing ‘Booze, Blues
and Views’ and I stopped crying.”

For the past year and a half,
Ragge has hosted the political
forum every Monday at her
Gaslite tavern on 20th Street and
Wilshire Boulevard. Everyone
from the chairman of the chamber

of commerce board to city council
candidates to local activists have
debated and discussed issues with
citizens over cocktails and compli-
mentary pizza.

Ragge, who previously worked
as a bartender and as a publicist in
the entertainment industry, had
never been involved in politics.
But then one day, she had an
epiphany of sorts. She had grown
tired of the direction the nation
was heading and decided to use the
one asset she had — a venue — to
connect people with the issues.

Political expression has always
gone hand-in-hand with knocking
a few cocktails back, but rarely do
bar-flies have contact with the

Bar owner taps into
political inspiration

See POLITICS, page 6 See LAWSUIT, page 10

“Our defense is 
that, look, this is 

four men, armed and
intent on breaking 
in by any means

necessary.”

— GILBERT GARCIA
Defendant’s attorney

Carolyn Sackariason/Daily Press
Above: More than 100 people pack The Gaslite bar on Wednesday to
rally around presidential candidate Howard Dean.
Below: Bar owner Claire Ragge uses The Gaslite as a community gath-
ering place to debate local and national issues.
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HOROSCOPE

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
★★★★★ Where your friends are could

make a big difference in your choices. An
amorous adventure could be slated, but the call
is ultimately yours. Do you want to jeopardize
what you have and value? Tonight: The party
surrounds you.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
★★★★ You might want to let others lead

the way. You discover that this attitude might be
the right way to go. Review what you think has
worked in the past. Someone shares a hot piece
of gossip. Verify it before you act on it. For
many, it will be right-on. Tonight: Go to the gym
first.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
★★★★★ Hop into work ready to do more

than your share. Your insight could make all the
difference in preventing a mistake. Find experts
if need be. Financial gain becomes a possibility
if you follow this path. Others admire your
endurance. Tonight: Take off and split town if
possible.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
★★★★★ Stay on top of what is going on

with both a personal and a professional relation-
ship. You gain by finding experts and distancing
yourself from immediate chaos. You find a part-
ner to be a tremendous relief. Tonight:
Togetherness works. Dinner for two.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
★★★★ You can do nothing to change the

pace, so don’t try. You might find that sharing a
secret with a key associate or loved one is
important to your well-being. The sense of
togetherness cannot be duplicated. Network
away. Tonight: Just don’t be alone.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
★★★★ Know that you have much to do,

and there might be no way around it. Others will
chip in, especially if they realize that you have to
put in overtime. Associates are particularly ami-
able right now. Ask for all the help you need.
Tonight: Work late.

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS

The stars show the kind of day you’ll have: 

★★★★★-Dynamic  ★★★★-Positive  ★★★-Average  
★★-So-so  ★-Difficult

Have some fun for free, Cancer

ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
★★★★★ Extremes punctuate others’

thinking, especially if it involves plans. Thank
each person for his or her input, but be willing to
forge ahead independently. You might have to
follow a business schedule first. Then you will
have the energy you need. Tonight: Be as
naughty and as nice as you can be.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
★★★★ Deal with bosses and career mat-

ters head-on. Although you have that special
Bull touch that puts others at ease, you actually
might be confused by what is going on. Don’t
hesitate to ask questions, if need be. Tonight:
Happy at home.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★★★ Making an idea you have a real-

ity might take more effort than you realize.
Discuss your ideas with a very practical person
who might be a stick in the mud. Though you
don’t have to agree, you might learn something
here. Tonight: Do what you do best: Flirt.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
★★★★ Take action if you feel you are

lucky, but do it without putting yourself into
major debt. Buy that lottery ticket. Make that bet,
but understand the results if you lose. Return all
calls and messages. Clear off your desk. You
want to enter the weekend free and clear.
Tonight: Fun doesn’t have to cost.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
★★★★★ If any sign can handle populari-

ty, it is yours. Many surround you, asking for
suggestions and a different point of view. Focus
on work and getting the job done. You will be
well rewarded if you simply follow through.
Tonight. Split as fast as you can.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
★★★ Your good luck carries you through

the day. Someone wants a private discussion or
time with you. It is your pleasure as well as his
or hers. Work with one person at a time. Don’t
allow your office to get too crowded. Tonight:
Happily be naughty.

TThhee  DDaaiillyy  HHoorroossccooppee  iiss  pprroouuddllyy  ssppoonnssoorreedd  bbyy::
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AWARD WINNING
BEER SELECTION

29 Beers on Draught

HAPPY HOUR 4-6PM    Monday thru Friday

PLAN YOUR NEXT PARTY 
ON THE PATIO

2911 Main Street • Santa Monica • 11:30am - Midnight Mon-Sun
Telephone 310.314.4855 • www.libraryalehouse.com

$5.99 Burger Monday!!!
Your choice of:

Ahi • Salmon • Boca
Garden • Turkey • Beef

SUNSET GRILL
A C o n t i n e n t a l  C a f e

B R E A K F A S T  ■ L U N C H  ■ D I N N E R
Open from 7:30am - 9pm ■ Closed Sundays & Holidays

1701 Ocean Park Blvd. in Santa Monica  ■ 310-450-7546

Try Our Famous Salad Combination
1 Item Combo: $7.25 ❂ 2 Item Combo: $8.75 ❂ 3 Item Combo: $9.75
Served on a Bed of Mixed Greens and Your Choice of These Items:

CChhiicckkeenn  ❂ CChheeeessee  TToorrtteelliinnii  ❂ DDuucckk  PPaattee  ❂ GGrreeeenn  BBeeaannss  ww//  AAllmmoonnddss

CChhiicckkeenn  CCuurrrryy  ❂ RRaattaattoouullee  ❂ PPeennnnee  PPeesstt  ww//  CCrraabb  ❂ CCoorrnn  SSaallaadd

EEggggppllaanntt  ww//  PPiinnee  NNuuttss  ❂ PPaassttaa  ww//  SSaauussaaggee  ❂ TToommaattoo  ww//  MMoozzzzaarreellllaa

FFaavvaa  BBeeaannss  ❂ CCoorrnn  SSaallaadd  ❂ BBeeeettss  ❂ AAssppaarraagguuss  ❂ PPoottaattoo  SSaallaadd  ......  aanndd  MMoorree!!

UCLA Parkside Medical

2428 SANTA MONICA BLVD., SUITE 303 • SANTA MONICA

got teeth?
visit David Taft, D.D.S.

• 20+ years of experience
• Evening hours + emergency services
• Root Canals, Crowns, Veneers

• UCLA Graduate
• Most insurances accepted
• Cosmetic Dentistry

Dental Exam
+ Cleaning
+ X-Rays

$45
(reg. $149)

FREE
Bleaching

(Includes starter bleach)

with exam, x-rays
and cleaning at

regular price

must mention this ad

310-315-3676
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Look for WNW swell to have the better exposed spots in waist-to-
chest-high surf today.

OUTLOOK: A stronger and more westerly swell will build
through the day on Saturday with chest-to-head-high surf at many of
the better exposed spots by the late afternoon. Those waves will slow-
ly wind down on Sunday.

Write us at wood@smdp.com and tell us what the surf is doing
today at your local break.

Today the
water Is:

56 º

LOW TIDE HIGH TIDE
Morning Height Evening Height Morning Height Evening Height

WEDNESDAY 2:06 2.46 3:49 -0.78 8:22 6.04 10:30 3.54

THURSDAY 2:40 2.42 4:2 -0.77 8:55 6.04 11:02 3.56

FRIDAY 3:15 2.41 4:54 -0.67 9:30 5.94 11:36 3.60

Sunrise: 7:01 a.m.
Sunset: 5:01 p.m.

The Surf Report is sponsored by:

Since 1967
QQuuaalliittyy  &&  VVaalluuee  AAllwwaayyss!!

Start the New
Year Right...
EAT WELL!

310-399-7892
2732 Main St.

Santa Monica

Open 6am - 2:30pm Mon. - Fri.
6am - 4pm Sat. - Sun.

WE DELIVER!
Throughout Santa Monica

Specializing in Event Catering 
Lunch/Office Delivery • Parties

“Voted Best in L.A.”
— America Online Poll

915 Wilshire Blvd. • 310.451.SLICE(7542)
1622 Ocean Park Blvd. • 310.399.4060

•H
om

em
ade • Fresh Ingredients • Dinners

H
ot Subs • Calzones • Pasta

s
•

1/3  lb.  
Avocado
Burger

8 tax  included

Daily  Specials  come  with  
french  fries  +  drink

The Tastiest Hawaiian Sandwiches

119  Broadway,  Santa  Monica
310.394.0100

OOppeenn
DDaaiillyy  ffrroomm
1111  aa..mm..  ttoo
1100  pp..mm..

Today’s Special: Store Hours:

By Daily Press staff

A crazed, hungry homeless man man-
aged to avoid criminal charges of shoplift-
ing and assault on Thursday, even after he
allegedly tried to steal food from a 7-11,
pushed a woman and threw items at
Southern California Edison employees.
Police detained him anyway for a psycho-
logical evaluation.

The unidentified man had an eventful
morning:

■ At 8:12 a.m., police were called to
the 7-11 at Seventh Street and Wilshire
Boulevard, after the suspect reportedly
attempted to steal food. Employees there
declined to press charges. 

■ At 8:28 a.m., police were called to

the 700 block of Santa Monica Boulevard,
where a woman said she was walking
along the sidewalk when the man match-
ing the description of the suspect at 7-11
pushed her. She declined to press charges.
Police searched the area, but couldn’t find
the suspect.

■ At 9:30 a.m., Southern California
Edison employees reported to police that
the suspect was throwing unknown items
at them while they were working on the
1300 block of Pacific Coast Highway. He
fled on foot up the California Incline and
was intercepted by police at Fourth and
Arizona streets. Edison employees also
declined to press charges.

The man was subsequently sent to a
hospital for a mental evaluation.

By Daily Press staff

The obesity epidemic caused disability
rates to rise sharply in the last two decades
among Americans younger than 60 years
old, according to a new study issued by a
Santa Monica-based think tank.

The RAND Health study was pub-
lished in the January edition of the jour-

nal Health Affairs. The study found that
the number of people ages 30-49 who
were disabled in their ability to care for
themselves or perform other routine tasks
increased by more than 50 percent from
1984 to 2000. 

For people ages 30-39, the number
reporting disabilities rose from 118 per

RAND: U.S. obesity epidemic
weighs heavy on disability rates

Police run around town
chasing homeless man

■ Boys: Samohi 3, Mira Costa 0

After finishing second in the Bay
League in 2002-03, one game back of
Peninsula, the Vikings have their eyes on
the prize this season, looking to challenge
for the Bay League crown.

Senior forward Barry Jackson (All-CIF
Div. II, First Team, Most Offensive Player
Bay League) and midfielders Andrew
Marinez (All CIF Div. II, Third Team,
First Team All-Bay League), Carlos
Lopez and Ryan Natale lead Samohi into
what promises to be a big season for the
program. 

The defense, which has already posted
six shutouts, is spearheaded by junior
goalkeeper Ari Zlotoff, sweeper Michael
Eyler, junior Grant Buckingham and sen-
ior Aaron Wallachinsky. 

Second-year varsity coach Manu
Appelius and Head Santa Monica High
Soccer Coach Frank Gatell, now in his
seventh year, lead the Vikings into battle.
The Vikings will be put to the test on
Friday (3 p.m.) when they play host to
rival Peninsula.

The Vikings (10-1-2 overall, 1-0 Bay
League) recently had their league-opener
at Mira Costa. Samohi opened up the
scoring in the 27th minute, when senior
Andrew Marinez scored on an assist by
fellow senior Carlos Lopez. Then early in
the second half (45th minute), senior

Barry Jackson put the ball into the back of
the Mustang net, when after a long throw-
in by junior Michael Eyler, the ball
bounced around in front of the goal before
Jackson put it away. 

In the 57th minute, junior Ross Cooper
sealed the victory, driving it home after
the ball had deflected off a Mira Costa
defender. Goalkeeper Zlotoff and the
Samohi defense kept the pressure on all
game, sealing the shutout victory.

■ Girls: Samohi 3, Torrance 0
Last year’s girls team finished second

in the Ocean League, behind South
Torrance. Despite a young squad, the
Lady Vikings look to make waves in the
Ocean League for 2003-04. 

Led by senior midfielder and captain
Claire Beitcher, the Vikes look to junior
midfielders Payton Raffa and Zoe Mosk to
step up as leaders. Senior Lucy Fairweather
anchors the defense at sweeper, while jun-
ior Allison Field and sophomore Julia
Keighley also mark their opponents well.
The addition of freshmen forwards
Samantha Greene and Michela Fitten give
the Lady Vikings youth and determination.  

First-year varsity coach Serafin
Rodriguez, and Head Santa Monica High
Soccer Coach Frank Gatell, who now
directs both girls and boys programs, are
the ones calling the shots.

The Lady Vikings (3-7-1 overall, 1-0

Vikings give competition
the boot in shutout wins

Ocean League) hosted their league-open-
ing game against Torrance. Beitcher
opened the scoring in the second half, net-
ting a shot in the 59th minute by sneaking
the ball past the diving goalkeeper on her
near post.

Two minutes later, Fitten put the Lady
Vikings ahead 2-0.  In the 68th minute,

sophomore Nicole Hoffman piled it on,
tallying the Vikings’ third goal.  

Sophomore Jordana Brownstone
recorded her first shutout of the season,
stopping all three shots she faced.  

The Lady Vikings will travel to
Hawthorne for a Friday match. Kickoff is
scheduled for 4:30 p.m.

See RAND, page 6
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LETTERS
School measure should be embraced
Editor:

Thank you for your coverage of the Community for Excellent Public Schools’
ballot measure submitted for voter consideration. 

There is one error in your story, however. You state: “The (CEPS) amendment
proposal serves as a warning to City Council members: Either establish a permanent
funding source for the school district, or let voters decide how City Hall’s money
should be spent.”  

There is no warning being issued here. We are proud of this measure. It’s
extremely reasonable and provides flexibility for the City Council to maintain its
fiscal authority. We believe the Excellent Public Schools Measure is a good addition
to the city’s charter, and we urge the City Council to voluntarily place it on the bal-
lot and join us in calling for voter approval for its passage.

Finally, it’s worth noting, it’s not “City Hall’s money.” It’s city taxpayers’ money.
And Santa Monica taxpayers have been very supportive of our schools. City tax-
payers have turned out in droves to urge the city to provide more desperately need-
ed funding for our schools. 

After all, a great city, and its children, deserve great schools. And that’s what the
Excellent Public Schools Measure is all about.

Louise Jaffe and Shari Davis
Co-chairs, Community for Excellent Public Schools

Santa Monica

Incensed about incest
Editor:

I cannot believe you’d use such an insensitive quote of the day, (“The trouble
with incest is that you get involved with relatives” — George S. Kaufman, SMDP,
Jan. 8, page 1). That was poor judgment.

Jeri Wingo
Santa Monica

“Mayor sets priorities for the year
ahead” was the front page headline on
Jan. 3 in the Santa Monica Daily Press.

“Oh, boy.” I thought, “This ought to be
good.” It was classic political rhetoric. “A
political action committee being set up by
the local Chamber of Commerce is sure to
cause problems.” Problems? For whom?
Santa Monicans for Renters’ Rights and
its slate of candidates, no doubt. 

The truth is that SMRR and its politi-
cians want their own way. If you disagree
with them, you are definitely a problem.
And, if the chamber is a “problem,” can
you imagine what they say about me? I’m
SMRR Enemy No. 1. It’s an honor — like
winning an Academy Award.  

Mayor Richard Bloom, who’ll likely
run for reelection to the City Council on
the SMRR ticket this fall, said that the
chamber’s entry into the political scene
isn’t “going to change the outcome of the
election and it’s going to create a more
divisive environment at a time when we
really don’t need that.”

So when a non-SMRR voice is heard,
it’s divisive? Isn’t Democracy about
expressing different viewpoints and
exchanging ideas?  How divisive is that?  

When SMRR City Councilpersons
appoint themselves and their lackeys to all
the task forces, boards and commissions,
and ignore, discredit or stifle other points
of view, that’s divisive.

Luckily for Santa Monica, the chamber
has the money and resources to counter
SMRR’s propaganda machine. Issues such
as the impact of homelessness on the com-
munity, support for schools, misdirection of
city funds and serving residents’ needs
might have a chance to be heard and not
obscured by the usual SMRR smokescreens. 

If the chamber plays it smart, SMRR
might not get away with its usual under-
paid hotel workers crisis or bogus rent
control threat its members always use to
scare gullible renters. 

Chamber involvement could unite the
various non-SMRR factions whose disuni-
ty has always played into SMRR hands.
It’ll be interesting to see if homeowners,

moderates, the business community, par-
ents with children in schools and the dis-
enfranchised find a strong, united voice.  

Yes, there’s another kid in the sandbox.
It’s a problem, all right, but only for
Bloom, SMRR and their cronies. 

The mayor also talked about specific
priorities he’d like to see the city deal
with. Gun violence in the Pico neighbor-
hood was at the top of his list. 

I talked to many Pico neighborhood
leaders and Bloom’s interest in stopping
the violence was a bit of a surprise to
them. Beyond reading and conversing
about “Reducing Gun Violence,” a
research report by the RAND Corp. think
tank, I don’t know what the mayor has
done to help quell gun violence, but I hope
his latest statements aren’t just lip service.  

At least Councilmen Kevin McKeown
and Michael Feinstein showed up and
schmoozed at the last Pico Neighborhood
Association annual congress.

The mayor also wants to promote the
arts. He points to partnerships and spon-
sorships and “finding ways for local resi-

dents, the business community and the
hospitality industry to energize the com-
munity with more music and more arts.”  

I wonder if all this “energizing” is
going to take place before or after the
SMRR politicians back another union-
sponsored minimum wage proposal that’ll
increase overhead costs and place Santa
Monica’s business community at an even
bigger competitive disadvantage. 

Lastly, Bloom supports funding for
education, but, “It’s really important for
local government to maintain flexibility in
how it allocates its resources.” 

Folks, that’s SMRR-speak for “we have
more important things to do with your tax
money than spend it on education.” Bloom
and the City Council need to be able to
throw our money away on $135,000-a-bed
homeless shelters, affordable housing for
non-residents, traffic calming, speed
bumps and a host of other pet pork.  

These priorities sound like political
hooey. It’s all happy news: Education, arts
and world peace — and no substance.  

Wisely, the mayor avoids the real issue,
which is the City Council’s refusal or inabil-
ity to improve the quality of life and safety
of tax paying, voting residents of the com-
munity, their children and their families.

(Bill Bauer is a longtime Santa Monica
resident and a freelance writer).

There’s more than meets the eye in mayor’s priorities
MY

WRITE
By Bill Bauer

Opinions expressed are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the
Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are let-
ters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention to
publish all letters we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference
will be given to those that are e-mailed to sack@smdp.com. All letters must include the
author’s name and telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters also may be
mailed to our offices located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Suite 202, Santa Monica,
90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for
space and content.

I talked to many Pico neighborhood leaders 
and Bloom’s interest in stopping the violence was 

a bit of a surprise to them.

YOUR OPINION MATTERS!
Please send letters to:

Santa Monica Daily Press: Att. Editor
530 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 200

Santa Monica, CA  90401
csackariason@yahoo.com

Please send letters to:
Santa Monica Daily Press: Att. Editor

1427 Third Street Promenade Suite 202 • Santa Monica, CA  90401
sack@smdp.com
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GERMAN CAR SERVICE
Specialist in Repair of  Porsche • VW • Audi • BMW

• Best alternative to high dealer prices
• Complete service and repair
• All work guaranteed
• Locally owned and operated since 1965

2202 OLYMPIC BLVD., SANTA MONICA • (310) 829-2563

$20 FLAT FEE TO LAX
$50 FLAT FEE TO LONG BEACH

with ad only

SAVE MONEY!
IT’S AS 

EASY AS...

AA OLYMPIC
Self Storage

Serving Santa Monica and West L.A.

2 Months FREE Rent 

+ FREE Lock
Call for details

OPEN 7 DAYS

(310)829-2525
3250 OLYMPIC BLVD. • www.selfstorage.net/aaolympic

Call About
FREE Truck
Rental Plan

SELF
STORAGE
MEMBER

■ “The City Council needs to stop
putting its agenda before the citizens of
Santa Monica. They don’t have time for
the people of Santa Monica. They don’t
listen to the voters. Maybe with the elec-
tion of Arnold Schwarzenegger the peo-
ple will wake up. Maybe they will
decide it is time for a change. The streets
are a mess. The homeless are absolutely
taking over Santa Monica. I was in
Culver City over the weekend and did
not see a single homeless person. It is
time for a major overthrow. Look around
you. This council is a bunch of losers.
Vote them out.”

■ “The top priority of the City
Council should be to get rid of the
homeless. I am a senior citizen and a res-
ident of Santa Monica. I cannot walk
down any street without being
approached for money at least 10 times.
I think we should get rid of them all and
have a safe city. We pay enough to live
here. We need a new council.”

■ “Schools and parks should be a
concern. However, let’s not build the
parks just for the homeless. The school
problem means we have to cut back on
affordable housing. That means bringing
more new families to the area. If the city
doesn’t want to be the rich uncle to the
schools, we can’t have any more hous-
ing for new families.”

■ “Mayor Bloom minimized the
homeless problem to the extreme in his

recent interview. It should be the top of
the list of priorities. It is awful to be a
pedestrian in Santa Monica, we are
plagued by this problem. Most of these
people are mentally unstable and very
frightening. The rest are smelly, filthy
and annoying with their persistent pan-
handling. Wake up, Mayor Bloom.
Would you please, please wake up?”

■ “The mayor’s priorities show how
out of touch he is with his own commu-
nity. Reducing gunfire in one area is only
a part of the crime problem in the city.
There is one issue that he should be con-
cerned with — the homeless population.
Most people see this as the top priority in
Santa Monica. He either does not see this
as a priority or just has no idea how to
deal with it. This one issue concerns the
most residents. As for the school district,
the city has done as much as it should.
The only way that things will change for
the better is to elect officials who truly
represent their constituents.”

■ “The No. 1 priority this year
should be to fund the schools. Mayor
Bloom has his own agenda-going along
with the rest of the City Council. If they
have $7 million to build for the home-
less, they don’t have a penny for the
leaders of tomorrow? I am sick and tired
of elected officials who don’t care about
the people. Let’s vote them out. Now.”

■ “I don’t know what the mayor is
thinking about. Maybe he doesn’t read the

Mayor, wake up and smell the homeless
This week’s Q-Line question asked:
“What should officials focus on this year as their top priorities?”
Here are your responses:

paper. The first priority should be the home-
less problem in Santa Monica. The school
district will never be financially stable.”

■ “Santa Monica Mayor Richard
Bloom’s goals to decrease gunfire on the
eastside and to help fund the school dis-
trict are very worthy. However, I don’t
understand why he hasn’t mentioned the
homeless problem at all. To mention these
other items, and even suggest an increase
of arts in the community, which is the
least of our problems, and omit this acute
problem is irresponsible.”

■ “So many stop signs, pillars and
traffic circles have been implemented on
our city streets that Santa Monica traffic is
at a virtual standstill. Creating a better
flow of traffic in the city should be on the
list of priorities for elected officials.”

■ “I was very disappointed with the
mayor’s list of priorities, as they differed
greatly from my own. My top priority
would be to divert 90 percent of our
homeless funding to the schools. As far as

art goes, getting the drunks and panhan-
dlers off the street would go a long way
toward beautifying our city. I also would
be the first to support a measure for the $6
million funding for the schools, before the
city has a chance to waste it. In fact, why
don’t we make it $8 million?”

■ “Mayor Bloom wants to end gunfire.
This is good. Mayor Bloom wants to help
the schools. This is good. Increasing the
arts? This is good. What they should be
focusing on is the homeless problem. The
city needs to stop funding homeless pro-
grams. They don’t work and all they do is
attract more vagrants. Concentrate on stop-
ping this problem and not exacerbating it.”

■ “You know, the City Council has its
head in a bubble. Richard Bloom wants to
reduce gunfire in the eastside neighbor-
hood. How? And instead of supporting the
schools, they’re going to build more
homeless shelters. Instead of increasing
arts in the city, why won’t they repair our
streets? I am really disgusted with the
council. I hope they all get thrown out.”



politicians in question. It occurred to
Ragge that she could bring the two sides
together and perhaps start a meaningful
debate, with the goal of getting those who
wouldn’t otherwise be involved in politics
at least interested.

“I would listen to people at the bar talk-
ing politics,” she said, adding that the first
forums consisted of discussions with
Santa Monica City Council candidates
two months before the November 2002
election.  “It gave people that didn’t nor-
mally have access to them a chance to talk
to them and, at first, they were hostile
toward (the politicians), but then they
talked with them and began to understand
their positions.

“Watching the shift in attitudes was
amazing.”

The forums have attracted between 20
to 50 people per night and have ranged
from environmentalist John Quigley to
local activist Kelly Hayes-Raitt, who
spoke about her recent travels to war-torn
Iraq, to elected officials who spoke about
issues facing Santa Monica.

But Ragge has temporarily suspended
the “Booze, Blues and Views” forums to
focus on what she considers a more
important effort — the Howard Dean
presidential campaign.

“I’ve never campaigned for anyone in
my life and I’ve never been involved in
politics,” Ragge said. “But when things
get so bad you have to do something, you
have to take action, and I wish more peo-
ple would do it and they are with the
Howard Dean campaign.

“I’ve never seen anything like it.”
Ragge got involved in the Dean cam-

paign when, after attending a speech by
Dean in downtown Los Angeles this past
summer, she realized that his supporters
were a lot like her — they had never
before been involved in politics, but
believed in the grassroots effort and the
power of individualism.

“Like the ‘Booze, Blues and Views,’
people feel connected, people feel like
they are part of something meaningful,”
she said. “It helps to overcome the help-
lessness feeling ... the power of individu-
alism is so exciting.”

For the past six months, Ragge has
been hosting what the Dean campaign

calls “meetups,” where supporters and
potential volunteers meet at venues usual-
ly chosen online. Ragge, who has volun-
teered as the regional press coordinator
for the Dean campaign, offered her bar as
a regular meetup venue. On Wednesday,
more than 100 people crammed into the
small corner bar to rally together and
organize their volunteer efforts for the
upcoming caucuses and primaries. They
also learned more about the national cam-
paign’s latest strategic initiative — the
“Southwest Victory Express.” More than
1,000 supporters are expected to hit New
Mexico and Arizona the last two week-
ends of the month to canvas for the cam-
paign before the states’ Feb. 3 primaries.

“(The meetups) are really helpful in
terms of volunteerism,” Ragge said. 

Also on Wednesday night, across town
at “The Yard,” bar owners Jeff Decker and
Sean Norris held another Dean “meetup,”
which was voted online by supporters as the
preferred Santa Monica venue. About 75
people showed up to watch Dean’s opening
speech on a big-screen TV, listen to cam-
paign organizers and help write letters of
support to Iowa for the upcoming caucus.

“People loved it and raved about the
place,” Decker said of the outdoor bar,
located behind Warszawa restaurant on
Lincoln Boulevard, just south of
Broadway. Decker and Norris have a sim-
ilar vision to Ragge’s — to use their estab-
lishment as a community gathering place
for the arts and politics. The Yard hosts
film festivals twice a month, and has
recently hosted other political forums, like
a rally for candidate Wesley Clark.

The average age of those who showed
up at the Gaslite was about 35 years old.
Phyllis Chase, a 46-year-old marriage and
family therapist in West Hollywood, grew
up with Dean in East Hampton and
attended Wednesday’s meetup there.

Chase also had never been involved in
politics, but she became impressed with
the grassroots effort the Dean campaign
has attracted. 

“It’s changing the face of politics,” she
said. “I really never thought I would get
involved in politics and it’s really foreign
to me, but I know  that I can trust him.”

Rick Jacobs, California state chair of
Dean for America, said the volunteer
effort is unprecedented in any presidential

campaign, but has similarities to Gary
Hart’s 1984 bid because his supporters
also were political first-timers. The Dean
campaign’s success is largely attributed to
its widespread grassroots support that has
been driven by the Internet. Dean’s multi-

million dollar campaign war chest has
been built on small donations. In the third
quarter of 2003, the average donation to
the campaign was $77.

“The core of people keeps growing,”
Jacobs said.

LOCAL

10,000 people to 182 per
10,000 people from 1984
to 1996. For those ages 40-
49, the numbers rose from
212 per 10,000 to 278 per
10,000 during the same
period. In addition, re-
searchers found smaller but
still significant increases
for those ages 18-29 and
those ages 50-59.  

In contrast, disability
declined by more than 10
percent for people ages 60-
69, the study found.

The study results sur-
prised researchers, who
warn that the increase in
the disability rate could
have severe consequences
for the nation’s future
health costs.

“People who are dis-
abled generally use a lot
more medical services so
in the long run this trend
could add a lot of costs to
the nation’s health care
bill,” said Dana Goldman,
a study co-author and
director of health econom-
ics at RAND Health.

Some portion of the rise
in disability may be
explained by disability
insurance incentives and
advancing medical tech-
nology that saves the lives
of people who even a few
years ago might have died,
according to the study. But
the only factor researchers
could identify that would
explain such a large jump

in disability is obesity. 
“Obesity is the only

trend that is commensurate
in size with what we found
happening with disability,”
said Darius Lakdawalla,
lead author of the report
and a RAND economist.
“It’s the only suspect. We
found that there is some-
thing going on with peo-
ple’s health and that the
increase is not just a case
of people dropping out of
the workforce and going
on the public dole.”  

Musculoskeletal prob-
lems, such as chronic back
pain, which are linked to
obesity, are one of the
nation’s leading causes of
disability, along with men-
tal illness. Obesity also is a
major factor in the devel-
opment of diabetes, which
accounts for a small num-
ber of disability claims,
officials say.

The number of disabili-
ty cases attributed to pri-
marily back problems and
diabetes grew more rapid-
ly than those from other
problems during the study
period, with the proportion
of diabetes-related disabil-
ity doubling.

Since 1984, disability
among the nation’s older
population has dropped,
even though this group
was considered most at
risk for disabilities, the
RAND study found. 

Researchers had known

that the number of people
filing for disability bene-
fits had risen during the
study period.  But the
increase generally had
been attributed to relaxed
standards for disability
claims that have made it
easier to file for benefits.

Researchers found that
disability rates rose for all
demographic groups not in
the age 60-69 category:
For whites and non-whites,
for those who worked and
those who didn’t, and for
people with all levels of
education.

Researchers conducted
the study by examining
information collected from
1984 to 2000 by the
National Health Interview
Survey, a nationwide survey
that collects a wide array of
information from about
36,000 households annually.  

Beginning in 1984, the
survey asked participants a
variety of questions about
whether they needed help
with personal care or other
routine needs — the infor-
mation analyzed by
RAND health researchers.

RAND researchers say
their findings show there
should be better efforts to
study disability trends
among younger people.

“We need to study this
trend further and improve
our measurement tools
because the rise in disabil-
ity has enormous conse-
quences for public
finances,” Goldman said.

Support for the study
was provided by the
Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services and the
National Institute on Aging.
Jay Bhattacharya, an assis-
tant professor of medicine
at the Stanford University
School of Medicine, is
another author of the report.

RAND Health is the
nation’s largest independ-
ent health policy research
organization, with a broad
research portfolio that
focuses on health care
quality, costs, and delivery,
among other topics. 

The RAND Corp. is a
nonprofit research organi-
zation providing objective
analysis and effective solu-
tions that address the chal-
lenges facing the public
and private sectors around
the world. 
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Free Report Reveals
The Hidden Truth Of
Headache Relief
Headache Victims Shocked
and Amazed!
If you suffer from
headaches and are current-
ly taking medication to
alleviate your pain, then
you need to call the
Headache Sufferer’s Hot-
line and discover what
your doctor may not know
about the real cause of
most headaches. Learn
what medical studies have
proven to be the most
effective headache treat-

ment to date. And the best
of all is that this treatment
doesn’t involve taking any
pills or surgery of any
kind! To hear the truth
about headaches most drug
companies don’t want you
to know, call the…

Toll-Free 24 Hour
Recorded Message At 

1-888-634-8222.

Bar owners providing a soapbox for new generation

Heavy burden: Obesity
threatens healthcare costs

POLITICS, from page 1

RAND, from page 3



LOCAL

Working under LA District Attorney Steve Cooley, Deputy DA
Ann Rundle will attempt to prove Weller was in control of his car
when he drove through the crowded Farmers’ Market on July 16.

Rundle has been a Deputy DA for eight years. In that time, she
has prosecuted a wide array of felony cases, including a mother
who dumped her newborn baby in a dumpster and actress Winona
Ryder, who was convicted of shoplifting in a case that garnered
national media attention.

Rundle is known as a hard-driving, no-nonsense lawyer.
“She was very effective in the Winona trial, if a bit strident at

times,” said Shepard Kopp, a lawyer with Geragos & Geragos, the
high-profile private firm that represented Ryder and also is work-
ing on behalf of Scott Peterson and Michael Jackson. “I don’t think
she won the case by appealing to the jurors’ emotions in any way.”

Elizabeth Ratinoff, the Deputy DA in charge of the Beverly
Hills office, said Rundle is defined by her organization.

“She is an unbelievably well-prepared, ethical, smart, fabulous
trial attorney,” she said. “She is completely devoted to her work
and she really gives every case 150 percent.”

Jim Bianco, co-counsel for Weller, works out of a small office at
2115 Main St. with a dozen other local attorneys. He will have to
show that the carnage on July 16 was an accident and not a crime.

As a former prosecutor with the Santa Monica City Attorney’s
Office, Bianco is no stranger to being on the other side of criminal
disputes. But it’s as a defense lawyer that he’s made his living for
the last eight years.

Bianco successfully kept Cesar Isaac, a Santa Monica man
accused of fatally shooting someone in the Pico neighborhood in
1999, off of death row. Isaac is serving a life sentence for second-
degree murder.

Another major case defended by Bianco was one against 17
Greenpeace activists arrested offshore near Vandenberg Air Force
base, where they were protesting a missile launch.

“The feds really took a hard line in the case,” Bianco said. “We,
eventually, after nine months, agreed to misdemeanor charges.
They had pushed for felonies.”

Mark Overland, who has been a lawyer 39 years, is the oldest
and most experienced of the attorneys involved in the Farmers’
Market case. He has successfully defended 14 death penalty cases

and argued before both the U.S. and California Supreme Courts.
Before moving over to the private sector 23 years ago,

Overland worked for 15 years in the public defender’s office for
LA County, where he served as chief of trials. For the last two
years, Overland has run his own firm out of offices in West LA and
at 1717 Fourth St. in Santa Monica. 

“My last death penalty case was the first federal death penalty
case in the central district of California in 50 years,” said Overland,
who was named trial lawyer of the year in 2002 by the Criminal
Courts Bar Association. “It was the head of the Mexican Mafia.”

As the current point person in City Hall for claims and lawsuits
related to the Farmers’ Market crash, Deputy City Attorney Jeanette
Schachtner has already rejected 37 claims against the city. She
maintained that the accident was a terrible tragedy, but that the City
of Santa Monica had no way of foreseeing what might happen.

If City Hall is found liable, it would be responsible for the first
$1 million of any verdict. After that, City Hall’s insurance compa-
ny, AIG Insurance Co. in New York, would arrange for further pay-
ments. Immediately following the crash, AIG also retained private
attorney Dana Fox from the firm Lynberg & Watkins to represent
and work with City Hall.

Schachtner has spent her entire 19-year legal career at City
Hall. For the last 12 years, she has supervised the six-person civil
division of the City Attorney’s Office, handling all types of cases
— including numerous wrongful death suits.

“Lawyers are prepared to defend the lawsuit,” she said. “The
number of lawyers will depend on the number of lawsuits that are
filed.”

Brian Panish is one of at least two local civil litigators with
multiple clients planning to sue City Hall over the July 16
Farmers’ Market crash. He said the city should have known the
accident could have occurred and erected some type of barricade
to prevent it.

Panish, whose partner Geoff Wells is also working the case, is
also investigating whether General Motors, manufacturer of
Weller’s 1992 Buick Le Sabre, should bear some liability for the
accident. He said that model does have problems, but because his
team has been unable to investigate Weller’s car, it still has not
reached a conclusion.

A lawyer for nearly 20 years, Panish, whose office is atop the
high-rise tower at Ocean Avenue and Wilshire Boulevard, won the
largest product liability verdict in 1999 — $4.9 billion against
General Motors after a defective model burst into flames when it

was rear-ended. He has also been named one of the top-10 litiga-
tors in the U.S. 

Michael Piuze, whose offices are in West LA, is the other key
civil litigator working on the Farmers’ Market case. He too said City
Hall should have known the accident could occur before July 16.

“Now, of course ,they understand it, but it was such rocket sci-
ence before they never could of seen it,” Piuze said facetiously.
“Well, it ain’t rocket science.”

Piuze said the recent decision to try Weller in criminal court
may be designed to protect City Hall, because if prosecutors can
show Weller was grossly negligent, it would protect the city’s lia-
bility.

Like Panish, Piuze has been named one of the top-10 litigators
in the U.S. Piuze won the largest single-person verdict of all time
— $28 billion against Philip Morris for a cancer victim in 2002. He
also has an extensive background in municipal liability legislation.

“I don’t have to survey any cities to find out if barricades are a
good idea,” he said. “All I have to do is walk a block to the
Promenade, because they have them on the Promenade. The City
of Santa Monica put removable, metal-encased barriers on the
Promenade so cars can’t go on there.”
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PHILLY STEAK
FAST FREE DELIVERY

1551 Ocean Ave.
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Catering Available

GET A FREE SODA!
with each sandwich ordered for delivery.

Tel: (310)434-9668
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Exp. 1/31/04 

25%
venice camera exchange

& digital image center
2417 lincoln blvd. in venice - (310) 821-5611
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**Nextel also imposes a Federal Programs Cost Recovery “FPCR” fee of $1.55 or $2.83. The FPCR is not a tax or government required charge. The fee is charged for 1 or more
of the following: E911, number pooling in wireless number portability. Offer expire Dec. 31, 2003. 1730 phone offer: available while supplies last. $50 is off of the national and
promotional price of $349.99 and requires a 2 year service agreement. National promotional price requires 1 year service agreement. new activation required. Free incoming
plan: requires 1 or 2 year service agreement and credit approval. $200 early termination fee applies, after 15 day trial period (conditions apply) Set up fee of $35 per phone, up
to $70 max per account applies. Free incoming calls are calls received while in the U.S. on Nextel's nationwide network. Free nationwide long distance includes domestic long
distance only. Nextel Direct Connect minutes are available in your local calling area only. Unlimited direct connect minutes do not include group connect calls, which are 0.15/min.
Direct connect and group connect are calculated by multiplying the minutes if use, number of participants and the applicable. Group Connect can only work with members of the

KEEP YOUR NUMBER.
ANSWER IT FOR FREE.

Trade up to Nextel. Bring your number.

FREE INCOMING CALLING PLAN
400 outgoing cellular minutes

Free incoming cellular minutes
Unlimited Push To Talk™ walkie-talkie minutes

Nationwide long distance included

$59.99 
SAVE $50 ON THE NEW i730

Our slimmest full-feature phone
Built-in digital walkie -talkie, Web access

Speakerphone, color screen 

per month. Other monthly
charges apply. See below.**

2410 Wilshire Blvd.  Santa Monica
(310) 453-3541

1000 for
$39.99

5 FREE
phones to choose from

GL Mobile: 710 Broadway, Santa Monica 
(on the corner of 7th & Broadway)

Free long distance & roaming

310-255-0916

West Los Angeles, Ca. -  If you
or someone you know has
been in a recent auto acci-
dent, you need to be aware
of a new Free Report that
reveals vital information that
you have to know before you
settle your case or speak
with anyone.  Auto accident
victims seldom know their
rights and responsibilities.
Without knowledge, they
can end up frustrated, lost,
and victimized.  Not only
that, by the time an auto
accident victim finds out he
or she has been either misin-
formed or taken advantage
of, it’s often too late.  You
may even be experiencing
pain and discomfort and
don’t know what you should
do, or even feel a little guilty
worrying about your health

or your rights. Well you are
not alone, after an accident,
most victims spend more
time figuring out how they
are going to fix their car and
what they are going to drive
than on their rights and pos-
sible hidden injuries. There
are currently thousands of
auto accident victims who
are living a life of misery
and pain because they did
not learn their rights and
options as an auto accident
victim. Don’t let this happen
to you or your loved one. To
receive your free report enti-
tled, “What You Need To
Know if You Have Been In
An Auto Accident”, Call the
Toll-Free 24 Hour Recorded
Message at 1-888-246-3790.
The call is free and so is the
report. Call Now!

CAR ACCIDENT?

Ann Rundle
Deputy District Attorney, Los Angeles.

California lawyer since 1995.
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Loyola Marymount Law School.

Mark Overland
Weller’s defense attorney.

California lawyer since 1966.
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University. Law degree from University of
California, Berkeley.

Jim Bianco
Weller’s defense attorney.

California lawyer since 1987.
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Michael Piuze
Civil litigator, representing victims.

California lawyer since 1972.
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College, Illinois. Law degree from University
of Texas.
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Civil litigator, representing victims.
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Farmers’ Market suits attract lawyers with starpower
LAWYERS, from page 1
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Southwestern University, Los Angeles.
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Entertainment

BY DAN DUNN
Special to the Daily Press

At 19 years old, pop star and actress
Mandy Moore still lives with her family and
regularly says things like “skeevy” and “stu-
pid and stuff” in interviews. It’s quite
refreshing, really, especially now that many
of her contemporaries seem hell-bent on
one-upping Guns & Roses for their “Behind
The Music” special. Girls like Britney and
Christina may have gone wild, but Mandy
has maintained a squeaky clean image since
bursting onto the scene with her debut
album “So Real” in 1999.

Moore plays the president’s daughter,
Anna Foster, in her latest film “Chasing
Liberty,” which opens today. She chatted up
a roomful of scribes recently about the film
and other matters that are, well, kinda stupid
and stuff.

QUESTION: The media, her parents
and the Secret Service agents who are
assigned to protect Anna constantly monitor
her. You’ve been famous since before you
were old enough to drive — how similar has
your celebrity experience been to hers?

MANDY MOORE: I don’t have people
hiding in my bushes trying to take pictures
of me, and I don’t travel with bodyguards. I
don’t think I’d ever want to live that
lifestyle. I’m very much allowed a private
life. People give me my space and my time,
and let me go out to dinner with my friends
or whatever. I have my independence. I go
out by myself without feeling scared.

Q: Some of your contemporaries haven’t

been so lucky, though. Why do you think
that is?

MM: For some reason, people have left
me alone, and I like that. I wasn’t Britney or
Christina, and I didn’t have to grow up in
the public eye, and have every bad outfit or
everything I said thrown back in my face.
People just didn’t care.

Q: What interested you most about
“Chasing Liberty?”

MM: It’s so the type of movie that I
would go see anyway if I wasn’t involved in
it, because I’m such a girl. I gravitate toward
these films, and I love the feeling you get
watching these people fall in love onscreen.

Q: You mentioned that your friends and
family have yet to see the film. How do you
think your boyfriend (US Open tennis
champion Andy Roddick) is going to feel

about all the close encounters onscreen with
your co-star Matthew Goode?

MM: It’s got to be awkward. I would feel
weird if I saw him kissing someone. It’s
only human to feel that way. I’m just lucky
the situation’s not reversed, and that he
plays tennis and doesn’t have to kiss any-
one. So there!

Q: How about your father? Is he OK
with it?

MM: You don’t want to think that way
about your little girl. My dad’s pretty pro-
tective in that sense — not overprotective
like my father in the film, but it’s difficult
for him to see certain photos of me looking
(sexy) because, you know, you always want
to regard your little girl as your little girl.

Q: So who would rather be sitting next to
in the theater when you watch the film —
Andy or your dad?

MM: I wouldn’t want to sit next to my
dad. He’s pretty conservative, so I’m not
sure how he’s going to feel about some of it
(laughs).

Q: Your films to date have been geared
largely to a teenaged demographic. As you
prepare to turn 20 years old, are you looking
forward to taking on more mature material?

MM: I’m very happy that I’ve been a part
of making movies for people my age that
have something positive to say and aren’t
necessarily like every other teen film. But I
know there comes a point where I can’t play
17 or 18 anymore, nor is that challenging for
me anymore. So I think this might be the last
movie I do that caters to that audience.

Pop star is squeaky clean and ‘such a girl’

BY DAN DUNN
Special to the Daily Press

If teenaged girls, the target demographic
for pop star-turned-actress Mandy Moore’s
latest film, cared much for the way things
actually work in the real world, under the
bright yellow sun, “Chasing Liberty” would
be doomed. Chances are, however, that par-
ticular audience won’t be put off by the film’s
arrant disregard for verisimilitude, and will
delight in this bromidic, yet undeniably pleas-
ant fairy tale about an 18-year-old girl coming
of age under highly unusual circumstances.

Anna Foster (Moore) is the president’s
(Mark Harmon) only child, and as such lives
under the constant surveillance of a Secret
Service unit headed by Agents Weiss (Jeremy
Piven) and Morales (Annabella Sciorra). All
she wants is to experience a little “Anna time”
unescorted by the ever-present security detail,
which has screwed up more than a few of her
dates. While on a diplomatic trip to Prague
with her folks, Anna manages to escape an
army of bodyguards with the help of hunky
Brit Ben Calder (Matthew Goode), and
embarks on a journey of sanitary self-discov-
ery that takes her across the European conti-
nent. Ahh, but there’s more to Ben than meets
Anna’s infatuated eye — turns out, he’s
Secret Service, too, and that the president has
directed him to play along, thus creating for
Anna an illusion of independence. En route to
a giant rave in Berlin, the cutesy couple
encounter a familiar assortment of off-center
characters that includes a zany pickpocket, a
friendly gondolier and a crew of German
bungee-jumpers.

Directed by TV sitcom veteran Andy
Cadiff, “Chasing Liberty” (the title refers to
Anna’s Secret Service codename) is as pre-
dictable as the weather in Arizona, steadfast-
ly refusing to veer off the safe course for risk
of alienating its youthful audience, which pre-
sumably wants nothing more than Anna and
Ben to fall in love without ever really putting
themselves at any risk. Moore has yet to take
on a role that demands much beyond her nat-
ural magnetism, and Anna is no exception.
(The opening sequence is a montage of Anna
trying on a variety of outfits before a big date,
because that’s what girls do, right?) Moore is

clearly the most talented actor of the recent
crop of female crooners who’ve graced the
big screen, and it’s unfortunate that she isn’t
given the opportunity to explore her range
here. She’s engaging, nonetheless, and as

early January releases go, Hollywood has
done a lot worse than “Chasing Liberty.”

(Rated PG-13 for sexual content and brief
nudity. Running time: 111 minutes)

Review

Left wanting Moore: Singer proves engaging in ‘Liberty’

Mandy Moore and Matthew Goode star in “Chasing Liberty.”

Mandy Moore

What’s Playing
BY DAN DUNN
Special to the Daily Press

CALENDAR GIRLS
Boasts an appealing British sensibility and
echoes the uplifting themes that made
“Billy Elliott” a surprise hit stateside a
few years back.

THE COOLER
Wayne Kramer’s lowdown on the desper-
ate lives of lost souls in Las Vegas is easi-
ly one of the best bets this year.

THE BARBARIAN INVASIONS
An emotionally charged, and often hilari-
ous tale about a dying man who recon-
nects with old friends and his estranged
son.

THE RETURN OF THE KING
This film, the best of the year, seals the
deal: Director Peter Jackson has delivered
the most spectacular film trilogy of all-
time.

SOMETHING’S GOTTA GIVE
If you enjoy lots of jokes about May-
December romances and erectile dysfunc-
tion, this is the film for you.

STUCK ON YOU
Contains several laugh-out-loud moments
and some surprisingly deft comedic per-
formances.

IN AMERICA
An inescapably moving elegy about pain
and loss and hope and renewal that
unabashedly wears its broken heart on its
tattered sleeve.

THE LAST SAMURAI
An entertaining film, but highly derivative
of superior antecedents such as “Dances
With Wolves” and “Unforgiven.”

HONEY
With Jessica Alba leading the way, it’s
only a matter of time before the Crips and
the Bloods trade in their colors and guns
for tap shoes and ballet slippers.

THE MISSING
Ron Howard had the key elements of an
extraordinary film at his disposal — great
premise, cast — yet, frustratingly, it never
quite realizes its potential.
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Great Food...Great Cocktails ...Great Crew... GREAT FUN!!
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310-458-5350 • www.britanniapub.com
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English Premier Soccer League • All NFL Games  “Always Live”

SPORTS GRILL
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1333 Santa Monica Blvd. 
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(310) 899-0076
Lunch-Time Delivery Available

SUB SANDWICH
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MONDAY NIGHT FOOTBALL
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Christina Ricci and Charlize Theron in the movie “Monster.”

BY DAN DUNN
Special to the Daily Press

In 1989-90 a truck-stop prostitute
named Aileen Wuornos robbed and killed
several johns in South Florida, a spree for
which she was executed last year. That
brief period of carnage, during which she
met and fell in love with a woman named
Selby Wall, is the focus of writer-director
Patty Jenkins chilling portrait of
America’s first female serial killer. Due
largely to the subject matter and some
truly marvelous performances by Charlize
Theron and Christina Ricci, the film is as
powerful as any in recent memory. But
because Jenkins offers very little backsto-
ry to explain what most likely drove
Wuornos to such extremes — childhood
abuse, rape, abandonment — viewers
who are unfamiliar with the case might
ultimately be left feeling a bit lost.

Theron underwent a much ballyhooed
makeover to inhabit the role of Wuornos,
one that included considerable weight
gain, oral prosthetics and lots of make-up.
The starlet is virtually unrecognizable

beneath Wuornos’ rough-hewn exterior,
though we’ll surely be seeing Theron’s
pretty face again soon enough — like
when they announce the Academy Award
nominees for Best Actress, a category in
which she must be considered one of the
favorites. Almost as impressive is Ricci,
who pulls off an astounding transforma-
tion in her own right. Almost laughable at
first as the butch Wall, Ricci —
Hollywood’s resident kewpie doll —
slowly but surely morphs into the manip-
ulative seductress whose avarice makes
her a different sort of monster. 

Above all else, “Monster” is the story
of an ill-fated love affair, and hard-liners
may find Jenkins take on Wuornos’ exis-
tence to be overly sympathetic. But no
defense of her murderous deeds is offered,
nor any doubts raised as to whether justice
was served. “Monster” is only a movie,
and a very good one at that, but it serves as
a grim reminder of humanity’s very real
and limitless capacity for evil.

(Rated R for strong violence and sexu-
al content, and for pervasive language.
Running time: 111 minutes)

Review

A ‘Monster’ performance
by Theron is Oscar-worthy

By The Associated Press 

Weekly charts for the nation’s best-selling
recorded music as they appear in next week’s
issue of Billboard magazine. Reprinted with
permission. (Platinum signifies more than 1
million copies sold; Gold signifies more than
500,000 copies sold.):

Billboard Hot 100: Top 10 
(Compiled from a national sample of sales reports
collected, compiled and provided by SoundScan;
radio playlists; and monitored radio by Broadcast
Data Systems) 

1. “Hey Ya!’’ OutKast. Arista. (Gold) 
2. “The Way You Move,’’ OutKast Feat. Sleepy
Brown. Arista. (Gold) 
3. “Milkshake,’’ Kelis. Star Trak. 
4. “You Don’t Know My Name,’’ Alicia Keys. J. 
5. “Stand Up,’’ Ludacris (feat. Shawnna). Disturbing
tha Peace. 
6. “Walked Outta Heaven,’’ Jagged Edge. Columbia. 
7. “Here Without You,’’ 3 Doors Down. Republic. 
8. “Slow Jamz,’’ Twista (feat. Kanye West & Jamie

Foxx). Atlantic/ 
9. “Suga Suga,’’ Baby Bash (feat. Frankie J).
Universal. 
10. “Me, Myself and I,’’ Beyonce. Columbia. 
Copyright 2004, VNU Business Media and Nielsen
SoundScan, Inc. 

The Billboard 200 Top Albums: Top 10 
(Compiled from a national sample of sales reports
collected, compiled and provided by SoundScan) 

1. “Speakerboxxx/The Love Below,’’ OutKast.
Arista. (Platinum _ certified sales of 1 million units) 
2. “The Diary of Alicia Keys,’’ Alicia Keys. J. 
3. “Now 14,’’ Various Artists. Columbia/
Universal/EMI/Zomba/Sony Music. (Platinum) 
4. “The Very Best of Sheryl Crow,’’ Sheryl Crow.
A&M. (Platinum) 
5. “The Singles 1992-2003,’’ No Doubt. Interscope. 
6. “The Black Album,’’ Jay-Z. Roc-a-Fella. 
7. “Fallen,’’ Evanescence. Wind-up. (Platinum) 
8. “Beg for Mercy,’’ G-Unit. G-Unit. (Platinum) 
9. “Shock’n Y’all,’’ Toby Keith. DreamWorks.
(Platinum) 
10. “soulstar,’’ Musiq. Def Soul. 
Copyright 2004, VNU Business Media and Nielsen
SoundScan, Inc. 

Billboard’s ‘Top 10’



LOCAL ❑STATE

BY DAVID KRAVETS 
AP Legal Affairs Writer 

SAN FRANCISCO — When is the murder of a preg-
nant woman the murder of her fetus? 

That was the philosophical argument the California
Supreme Court debated Wednesday. A lower court, for
the first time, said a murderer must know the victim was
pregnant to be guilty of murdering the unborn. 

California's fetal-murder law was first passed by the
California Legislature in 1970. The law is being used to
prosecute Scott Peterson for double murder in connection
to the deaths of his wife, Laci, and her 8-month-old fetus. 

The Legislature adopted the fetal-murder law, which
excludes abortions, after the California Supreme Court
overturned the fetal-murder conviction of a Stockton man
who, while beating his estranged wife, killed her unborn
child. At the time, the court dismissed the conviction
because California's murder law did not recognize a fetus. 

Now that California's murder law recognizes fetuses,
the issue before the justices was whether that law should
treat the unborn the same as it does the born. 

The case reached the high court after a state appeals
court overturned the fetal-murder conviction of Harold
Taylor, a Vietnam veteran found guilty of murdering his
former Mendocino County lover who investigators said
was at least 10 weeks pregnant. 

On appeal, Taylor claimed he didn't know victim Patty
Fansler was pregnant, and he successfully argued that he
could not be prosecuted for murdering her fetus, which
died when Taylor, in a fit of rage, shot and killed the
woman in her Ukiah apartment in 1999. 

In overturning the fetal-murder conviction, the San
Francisco-based 1st District Court of Appeal ruled in 2002
that murder in California requires “malice aforethought” —
a willful intent to take the life of another — and a “con-
scious disregard” for life. 

The court, in making a highly nuanced and esoteric
distinction between the born and unborn, ruled that it's not
a conscious disregard for life if a fetus — unbeknownst to
the killer — dies when its mother is murdered. 

“As contrasted to the risk to human life, the risk to
unknown fetal life is latent and indeterminate, something
the average person would not be aware of or consciously
disregard,” the appeals court ruled. 

During nearly an hour of arguments among the jus-
tices and lawyers Wednesday, a majority appeared satis-
fied that prior knowledge of pregnancy was not neces-
sary to sustain a fetal-murder conviction. Still, Justice
Joyce Kennard said, “I find it a very difficult issue.” 

California's law in question, with various versions in 29

states, exempts abortion and applies to all fetuses beyond
eight weeks gestation. Many other states cover fetuses that
are viable — ones that can live outside the womb.
Congress is considering adopting a fetal-homicide rule. 

Chief Justice Ronald M. George and other justices
wondered aloud that it might not be practical to demand
knowledge of pregnancy. Sometimes, the justices said, it
might be too hard to know whether a woman is pregnant. 

What if the pregnant woman is a crossdresser, George
asked. Justice Marvin Baxter suggested a woman's obe-
sity might mask her pregnancy. 

Deputy Attorney General Ross Moody, in urging the
court to reinstate Taylor's fetal-murder conviction, told
the justices it doesn't matter whether a murderer knew a
woman was pregnant. 

“It should make no difference,” he asserted. 
Under California's Penal Code, he said, a person can be

convicted of more than one count of murder if he shot
somebody in an apartment and the bullet traveled through
the wall and killed a neighbor he didn't know was home.
In addition, he said, a drunken driver who crashes into a
car can be convicted of killing all the passengers under a
rule known as the “unknown victim scenario.” 

It would be ridiculous, he suggested, if one of those
passengers was a fetus and the law did not protect it sole-
ly because the drunken driver did not know a passenger
was pregnant. 

Taylor's attorney, Joseph Shipp, told the justices to
uphold the appellate court's decision. “Fetal life is differ-
ent,” he said. 

Justice Kathryn Mickle Werdegar didn't agree. 
“What policy reasons would there be to draw these

fine lines of distinction?” she asked. Justice Janice
Rogers Brown was not persuaded by Shipp's argument,
either. “What's the difference?” she demanded. 

Taylor got a sentence of 65 years to life. The appeals
court decision knocked it down to 40 years to life. 

The court must rule within 90 days. 
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“Best Framer in Los Angeles”
LA Magazine

Catering to the Interior Design 
and Film Industry

✔ Speedy & professional service
✔ All work done on the premises
✔ Special discounts to the trade

Your family portraits deserve a professional touch.

Universal Art Gallery • 2001 Lincoln Blvd., Venice • phone: (310) 302-8909

ATTENTION: Back Pain Sufferers…
“FREE Report Reveals The
Shocking Truth About How To
Get Rid Of YOUR Low Back
Pain Once And For All Without
Drugs Or Surgery!”
West LA, CA - A local doc-
tor's shocking new FREE
report reveals the truth about
using over the counter drugs,
and even prescribed drugs to
fix the real cause of your low
back pain: They don't work!

If you've been told you
need surgery on your low
back, you must find out the
#1 reason most low back
surgery's are ineffective or at
best only offer short-term
pain relief. 

Readers will also discover
what many university studies

have proven to be the most
effective, safest, and longest
lasting treatment for eliminat-
ing YOUR low back pain. 

Don't suffer with your
pain another day because
you don't have to!

To receive a copy of the
FREE report entitled: "The
Truth About Low Back Pain
And How To Eliminate It
Once And For All Without
Drugs Or Surgery!" call toll-
free 1-888-241-2207 and lis-
ten to the 24 hr. recorded
message.

ARE YOU
BACKED UP?
IT’S EASY AND WILL SAVE YOU TIME

AND MONEY IN THE LONG RUN.

• Data backup packages start at $50 a month

• Daily and Weekly back ups available

• It’s automatic!

• Recovery assistance available.

Call Zylink at 866.227.9539

Courts debate murder charges when victim is pregnant

Landlords countersuing for $40K
about a history of alarming
behavior at or near the apart-
ment building, but failed to
act to protect their tenants.
What’s more, he said the
security elevator used by the
gunmen to access the build-
ing was not functioning
properly, and anyone passing
by could have accessed it.

Landlords deny culpabil-
ity, contending that virtual-
ly no amount of extra secu-
rity measures would have
protected the couple and
their guests.

“Our defense is that,
look, this is four men,
armed and intent on break-
ing in by any means neces-
sary,” attorney Gilbert
Garcia said. “I think they
could probably have gotten
into Fort Knox if they’d
wanted to.”

Jennifer Lechter, direc-
tor of real estate at the
Sunset Boulevard property,
plans to attend the trial on
behalf of Marvin Engin-
eering. The landlords are
counter suing the couple for
about $40,000, saying their
lease was broken without
permission.

“The bottom line is that
it’s an unfortunate incident
that doesn’t rise to the level
of negligence,” Lechter
said this week.

before had packed up and left his apart-
ment downstairs in the middle of the
night, lawyers said. When they realized
their mistake, the gunmen left. Starr was
left barely able to walk for three months
and Serrano was traumatized, having been
groped and threatened with rape by the
intruders.

Unable to bring the gunmen to justice,
Starr and Serrano, who have since sepa-
rated, are suing their landlords, Sunset
Pacifica, owned by Marvin Engineering
Co., for what their lawyer said exceeds
$1 million in lost wages and emotional
trauma. The plaintiffs claim Sunset

Pacifica didn’t do enough to protect their
security. 

Opening arguments in the trial are
expected today, after lawyers finish select-
ing jurors, a process that began Thursday.
The case is being heard by Santa Monica
Superior Court Judge Valerie Baker.  

Attorney Blaine Greenberg argues the
landlords of the property at 17351 Sunset
Blvd., just off the Pacific Coast Highway,
should be held responsible for as much as
$900,000 in lost wages and an unspeci-
fied amount for emotional stress the cou-
ple suffered by being “robbed, assaulted,
beaten and sexually molested.” 

Greenberg said the landlords knew

LAWSUIT, from page 1
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BY GABRIELA RICO 
Associated Press Writer

TUCSON, Ariz. — Unlike other law
enforcement officers, whose view of the
“bad guys” is clearly defined, U.S. Border
Patrol agents often track mild-mannered
migrants entering the country illegally to
seek work. 

Apprehending them can stir confusion
in young agents, who come out of the
training academy pumped up to find ter-
rorists and weapons of mass destruction,
says the chaplain of the Border Patrol’s
Tucson sector. 

“If they didn’t feel that way then they
wouldn’t be normal,” says 32-year-old
chaplain J.D. Stout. 

Such situations are becoming more fre-
quent as more illegal immigrants cross the
U.S.-Mexico border and the federal gov-
ernment increases the number of Border
Patrol agents there to stop them. 

Stout, a longtime Border Patrol agent
and Pentecostal minister, was tapped in
2000 as the first chaplain for the agency’s
Tucson sector. Much of his job is helping
agents reconcile their enthusiasm with
their empathy. 

“It’s critical that this internal conflict and
empathy be seen as a good thing because it
helps us enforce the law in the most
humane way possible,” said David Aguilar,
chief patrol agent for the Tucson sector. 

In 2004, the chaplain program, which

now exists only in Tucson and San Diego,
and the Texas cities of Laredo, Del Rio
and El Paso, is expanding to all 21 of the
agency’s sectors in the United States,
according to Border Patrol headquarters
in Washington, D.C. 

The Border Patrol chaplaincy program
was the result of a deadly year. 

In 1998, seven Border Patrol agents were
killed in the line of duty across the country.
The agency realized the need for a formal
response to daily stress and big crises. 

One of the first things Stout addressed
was what he calls “the empathetic
response” that often causes agents to quit
the Border Patrol. 

For example, Stout says, when follow-
ing footprints through the desert, an agent
will often see those of a child appear and
disappear as a father, mother or maybe a
stranger picks him up during the journey. 

“As the agents follow these trails, they
can’t help but think about what (the
migrants’) story might be,” Stout says.
“We literally walk in their footsteps.” 

He has ministered to agents involved in
car wrecks, broken relationships, assaults,

shootings and deaths. He has even per-
formed marriage ceremonies. 

As with all law enforcement officers,
post-traumatic stress disorder and suicide
are more prevalent than in most of the
population, he said. 

“The elephant in the room of law
enforcement is suicide and PTSD,” Stout
says. “A lot of people don’t see that, they
see only the tough guy TV image.” 

He sees a particular disdain for Border
Patrol agents by some, merely because of
the nature of the work. 

“People think we’re mean, control
freaks or racists,” he says. 

When he ministers to his “Border
Patrol flock” Stout says he allows the
agents to steer the conversation. 

“I meet them faith-to-faith, based on
where they’re at,” he says. “I don’t
approach the conversation from a reli-
gious point of view unless I see an open
door and that’s where they want to go.” 

After all, he says, faith is a coping skill. 
A native of Durant, Okla., Stout joined

the Army National Guard right out of high
school and served in Saudi Arabia,

Kuwait and Iraq in 1991. Upon his return,
he was a police officer and security guard
before joining the Border Patrol in 1996,
stationed in Tucson, where he’s been ever
since. In 1999, he was licensed as a min-
ister, following in his father’s footsteps. 

With his wife of seven years, Janna, he
is raising a 6-year-old son, a 1-year-old
daughter and a 21-year-old foster daughter. 

While some civilians can’t get past the
perception of a “preacher with a gun,”
Stout jokes, agents have accepted him
because he came from among their ranks. 

“You can’t be so heavenly minded that
you’re (of) no earthly good to people,”
Stout says. 

Addressing a room full of newly hired
Border Patrol agents in December, Stout
emphasized the unique characteristics of
the job. 

“This is like police work in that you
wear a badge, carry a gun, drive a police
car ... and that’s about it,” he tells the
group. “When you go down there and
realize that you’re it on the border, that’s
when it’s going to hit you.” 

Stout talked to them about the empathy
reaction and told them to talk about those
feelings and learn enough about illegal
immigration to keep perspective. 

Too many times, he warned, conflicted
agents walk away. 

“Stay with us long enough to see
what’s going on,” he says. “This isn’t the
‘X-Files.’ This is real life.” 

Chaplain helps Border Patrol empathize with migrants

SARS strikes second victim in China
By The Associated Press

GUANGZHOU, China — A waitress hospitalized
in the southern Chinese city of Guangzhou was declared
the country's second suspected SARS case of the season
on Thursday, just as the first patient was pronounced
recovered and released. 

The 20-year-old waitress was hospitalized with a
fever on Dec. 31, the official Xinhua News Agency said.
It said she was under quarantine in Guangzhou's No. 8
People's Hospital. 

The announcement that she was officially a suspect-
ed case came just minutes after Xinhua reported that
China's first SARS patient of the season, a 32-year-old
television producer, left a Guangzhou hospital after
being declared recovered. 

The World Health Organization, meanwhile, said it
had dispatched a six-person team to Guangzhou to join
Chinese health officials in investigating the first case. 

Guangzhou is the capital of Guangdong province,
where the first outbreak of severe acute respiratory syn-
drome is believed to have begun in November 2002. It
killed 58 people and spread worldwide, claiming 774
lives before subsiding in July.

Police hunt for killers of U.S. tourist  
By The Associated Press 

GUATEMALA CITY — Police set up roadblocks
and hunted the countryside on Thursday for a gang that
attacked and robbed a minibus carrying U.S. tourists,
killing a Utah man. 

Police spokesman Faustino Sanchez said “there is
still no one captured.” 

Thirteen members of the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints were traveling from the mountain city
of Quetzaltenango to the Mexican border on Wednesday
when five men with automatic weapons intercepted
their bus about 120 miles west of the capital. 

Most of the tourists were from Ogden and Salt Lake
City. 

Survivors told police that the gunmen opened fire to
halt the bus, wounding the driver and Ogden architect
Brett Richards, 52, who died en route to a nearby hospital. 

The other passengers were taken back from the road-
side and were forced to lie face-down while their
belongings were stolen. 

“It seemed like about a month,” said Richards’ cousin
Ed Allen, who spoke to The Salt Lake Tribune from his
hotel Wednesday night. “Most of us felt like we were
going to be murdered.” 

Sergio Maldonado, president of the Mormon church
in Retalhuleu, some 25 miles from the site of the attack,
said the tourists spent the night there and would later
come to Guatemala City. 

Maldonado said the survivors “seem more relaxed,
although a little frightened,” on Thursday. 

Police said the group was on vacation, not a formal
religious mission. 

Many Mormons believe archaeological ruins in
Central America were built by people described in the
Book of Mormon, which church founder Joseph Smith
claimed to have translated from a set of golden plates.
Travel agencies arrange tours to visit these sites, focus-
ing on how they might fit in with the scripture.

Protesters turn up heat against Aristide
By The Associated Press

PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti — University students
marched against President Jean-Bertrand Aristide,
sparking deadly clashes amid a swelling opposition
movement against the leader. 

At least two people were killed and more than two
dozen injured in Wednesday's protests, the latest in a
series aimed at forcing Aristide to step down. 

Protests by university students carry great weight in
the country of 8 million, where about 40 percent of the
people are under 18. 

Meanwhile, a spokesman for Michael Bloomberg
said the New York mayor still plans to visit Haiti's cap-
ital despite the violence. 

“At this point, the trip is a go,” Bloomberg
spokesman Ed Skyler said Wednesday. Bloomberg

plans to arrive in Port-au-Prince on Sunday and stay for
about five hours before traveling to Jamaica. About
118,000 New Yorkers are of Haitian descent, according
to the 2000 census. 

In Haiti, Aristide partisans armed with clubs, bottles
and pistols, blocked the marchers, who were joined by
thousands of anti-government demonstrators shouting
“Freedom!” and “Down with Aristide!” as riot police
fired shots to keep the two sides apart. 

Bush’s $99 million war chest swelling
By The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — With $99 million in the bank,
President Bush is on an aggressive search for more
money for his re-election campaign. 

Returning to the fund-raising trail Thursday, Bush
was heading to Knoxville, Tenn., and Palm Beach, Fla.,
to build up his record bankroll. 

Also while in Knoxville, the president was visiting an
elementary school to celebrate the second anniversary
of a landmark education bill. Education was the signa-
ture domestic issue of Bush's 2000 campaign, and he
has been eager to tout the passage of the “No Child Left
Behind Act” as a key achievement of his presidency as
he seeks re-election this November. 

Mad cow investigators look north, eh?
By The Associated Press

ROOSEVELT, Wash. — Authorities investigating
the first case of mad cow disease in the United States are
now focusing their attention on cattle that entered the
country from Canada with an infected Holstein. 

The shift comes after workers buried a herd of 449
bull calves, which included an offspring of the infected
cow, in a landfill in southern Washington on Wednesday.
The calves were killed as a precaution. 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture still is deciding
whether other herds that may have been exposed to the
infected cow will meet the same fate, said spokesman
Nolan Lemon. 

Scientists have concluded that eating contaminated
feed, not exposure to an infected animal, is the main
transmitter of mad cow disease. But federal officials
have said they are using an abundance of caution. 

The infected Holstein, which was slaughtered Dec. 9,
was diagnosed with mad cow disease Dec. 22, becoming
the first and only cow in the U.S. found with the illness. 

WORLD BRIEFLY

“If (Border Patrol agents) didn’t feel that way 
then they wouldn’t be normal.”

— J.D. STOUT
Border Patrol chaplain
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Reality Check®

By Dave Whammond
Speed Bump®

By Dave Coverly

Natural Selection®

By Russ Wallace
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RICHARDS
Tune Up Service

Brake Specialists
• Air Conditioning
• Tune Ups
• Alternator/Starters
• Foreign & Domestic

All Makes and Models
Fair, Honest Pricing

Free Brake and A/C inspection

310-581-0727
2700 S. Lincoln Blvd • Santa Monica 

(across the street from McDonalds)
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Employment
$3 - 5K per week income poten-
tial work from home, NOT MLM.
(800)570-3782 Ext. 4020.

BEAUTY STYLIST’S for new 
Fantastic Sams Salon in Santa 
Monica. Guarantee 9/hr and up.
(310)890-1222

CASHIERS AND Hourly Super-
visor. FT/PT Must be reliable, 
excellent customer svc skills & 
available weekends. Experi-
ence with Low Carbohydrate di-
ets a plus! Apply in person.Pure 
Foods 1820 Wilshire Blvd, SM.
EOE.

FIGURE MODEL wanted. Fit fe-
male model wanted for figure 
drawing by artist. No experi-
ence necessary. Call (818)501-
0266

FILE CLERK needed for busy 
SM physical therapy office. Will 
be required to maintain medical 
records and file. M-F, 10-7pm.
Will be trained as a back-up re-
ceptionist, detail oriented a 
must, self starter and works well 
alone. Fax resume to (310)656-
8606. Email 
:foresterpt@aol.com

FRONT DESK Position in Doc-
tor’s Office . Job responsibili-
ties: greet patients, answer 
phones, schedule appoint-
ments, verify insurance bene-
fits, collect copays. Must be ma-
ture, reliable, reasonably organ-
ized & detail oriented.Under-
standing medical terminology a 
plus. Serious & experienced on-
ly. F/T Contact Laura (310)459-
4333 or fax resume to 
(310)459-4707 or email 
lauradtan@aol.com

IMMEDIATE OPENING for full 
or part time Retail Sales Per-
son. Apply in person Mon-Sat 
10am-6pm. Wilshire West Fine 
Paper, 3023 Wilshire Blvd San-
ta Monica.

MEDUSA HAIR Salon In Venice 
is looking for P/T Receptionist 
323-974-0966 fax resume 714-
800-7325

MUSCLEMAG INTERNATION-
AL, Recognized Leader in the 
health and fitness retail market 
is looking for: Full-time & part-
time sales associates (proven 
record in retail sales;health and 
fitness enthusiasts:excellent 
customer service skills)
3002 Main Street         
Santa Monica, CA 90405
Note: We are also looking for 
store manager and assistant 
store manager positions (future 
openings). Please fax or e-mail 
your resume to 310-399-5758 
venicebeach@musclemag.com
Attn:Jolene Pride, Visit our web-
site at www.causagroup.com

ONSITE CLEANROOM clean-
ing manager full time position 
(3pm-12am), salary based on 
experience, medical benefits & 
401k, must have own transpor-
tation. (888)263-9886.

THE DAILY Press  is seeking 
Advertising Interns for the 
spring semester. This is a fan-
tastic opportunity to jump into 
advertising. Flexible hours, col-
lege credit available. Email re-
sume to ross@smdp.com.

Employment

THE DAILY PRESS IS   
SEEKING NEWSROOM     

INTERNS FOR THE SPRING 
SEMESTER. FLEXIBLE 
HOURS AND A GREAT 

WORKING ENVIRONMENT.
GAIN EXPERIENCE IN 

JOURNALISM WORKING 
FOR THE ONLY DAILY 

LOCAL NEWSPAPER IN 
SANTA MONICA. IF 

INTERESTED, E-MAIL 
RESUME TO 

SACK@SMDP.COM

THE “GREAT American Pitchf-
est” will be held on Saturday, 
January 31st. at the Los An-
geles Convention Center . This 
will be the largest pitchfest ever 
held, and is for writers, produc-
ers, and directors for film and 
television of all genres and for-
mats. Attend training sessions 
with more than 10 “A-list”
speakers, celebrate at our 
“Sweet Taste of Success”
champagne and dessert buffet 
gala, and meet one-on-one with 
the power people of Hollywood 
who can help turn your movie 
and show ideas into reality. One 
“decision maker’ for every six 
participants. $150 until Decem-
ber 31 ($200 after). Only the 
most credible companies in Hol-
lywood invited. Visit website at 
www.pitchfest.com<  
http://www.pitchfest.com/> for 
full list & more information, or 
call 1-877-255-2528.

For Sale
ALL STORE fixtures for sale.
Bel Mondo going out of biz, 
1413 Montana Ave. (310)394-
7272.

WHEELCHAIR: CUSTOM
Made, Cushions, Leg lifts, At-
tachable work table, never used 
(310)395-3805.

Furniture

COFFEE TABLE w/2 end ta-
bles, oak and a 19” TV. Selling 
all for $250.00 (310)393-2164

Vehicles for sale

FOR
SALE 
“Classic” 1982 
Jeep Wagoneer

Solid Vehicle, Very Reliable,
Custom Seats, CD sounds,

Surf Racks, lots of love 
in this Truck.

$2500 FIRM.

(310) 699-7835

Vehicles for sale

1230 Santa Monica Blvd.
310-451-1588

’02 Ford Escape XLT
V6, Automatic A/C P/window
P/lock, tilt, CD, white leather
(ID#2KB22246) $17,895

’95 Ford Escort
LX Wagon, Auto, A/C, P/S,

P/B, roof rack, great
transportation car!

(ID#SW213592) $3,985

’02 Ford Explorer Sport
V6, automatic, alloys,

R/W/P/L, tilt, CD, roof rack
(ID#2UB54578) $14,989

’02 Ford F150 XLT
CREW CAB, V8, auto,
towing, CD, LOADED!

(ID#2KA24622) $19,995

’02 Chev Tahoe L/S
Dual A/C, CD, Dual P/seats,

third seat, alloys, much more!
(ID#193678) $23,985

’98 Honda CR-V 
Sport utility, 4x4, 

4-door, auto, A/C, CD, 
alloys, P/S, P/B, P/W

(ID#WC107541) $11,895

’98 Ford Windstar
V6, A/C, P/W, P/L, 

ABS, low miles
(ID#WBA93645) $7,995

PLUS TAX, LICENSE & DOCUMENT 
FEE ON ALL VEHICLES

OF SANTA MONICA

Vehicles for sale

’01 DODGE 
DURANGO R/T 

VIN 544097 Loaded, Leather
only 31K, 1owner $19995

94 JAGUAR XJ6 
VIN 687617 Pristine cond.
6 disc changer wire wheels

$10995

95 MERCEDES 
BENZ S-320

VIN 280961 six disc changer
Black beauty $19995

97 BMW 328i
convertible VIN T98113 Super

clean low miles $19995

98 DODGE RAM2500 
PickupVIN 234380 Camper

shell chrome wheels 
reduced $9500

’03 DODGE VIPER
VIN 500992  Rare red car w/

black top 43 mls $92500

94  FORD BRONCO
Eddie Bauer 4x4 

VIN B55118 Immaculate
Leather Loaded $9995

Claude Short
Auto Sales Dealer

2501 Lincoln Blvd.
in Venice

(310) 395-3712

Vehicles for sale

1401 Santa Monica Blvd.
310-394-1888
infinitiofsantamonica.com 

✯’00 BMW X5 4.4i✯
Sport Pkg! V8, Loaded, Low

Mileage! BEAUTIFUL! (H02400)

✯’02 Infiniti Q45 Navi✯
THE EXECUTIVE RIDE!
All Loaded, Low Miles

(v002529) 3 More Available

✯’03 Infiniti G35 Sedan✯
DVD Navi, Prem whis, Loaded

(v006982)

✯’01 Ford Mustang✯

CONVERTIBLE! Automatic 
2D, Leather, (8837P)

✯’02 Audi A8L✯
FULLY LOADED! Premium Whls.
Bose Premium Sound (001079)

✯’02 Honda S2000✯
4-Cyl. 2.0L VTEC, Leather,
6-Speed, Manuel (8767P)

✯’02 Lexus IS300✯
Sport Cross, LOADED! Prem
Wheels, Leather (043651)

✯’00 Volvo V70 XC AWD✯

SE Wagon
2.4L Turbo, Moon, alloys

VALUE PRICED! (v707506)

of Santa Monica

1100 Santa Monica Blvd

(310) 319-1661
LAcarGUY.com

LEXUS/VOLKSWAGEN
OF SANTA MONICA

PRE-OWNED CENTER

As Low as 1.9%
Financing on

Selected Models on
Approved Credit

2002 LEXUS IS 300
SPORT CROSS

4D, Hatchback, Moon, Rear
Spoiler, Lthr (042025)

2003 VW BEETLE
GL Turbo Hatchback, 2D,

Automatic (424228)

2001 VW JETTA GLS
4D Sedan, Automatic, Alloys,

Moom Roof (173214)

1999 LEXUS ES 300 
4D Sedan, 4-SD, Alloys
Moon Roof (163767)

1999 LEXUS LX 470
4D Sport Utility, Automatic,

Leather, Moon (075956)

Fitness

Have Fun Getting
FIT By the BEACH

Inquire About Our Way to
Wellness Program! Exercise,

Eating & Stress Management … 
All In One Great Program!

Located at the Loews
Santa Monica Beach Hotel

310-842-5657
www.globalfitnesssolutionsonline.com

Feel Better…Lose Weight…Improve your Health!

Personals

MOTHER SEARCHING FOR 
DOUG HESSMAN, CANNOT 
TALK. BELIEVED TO BE IN 
STREET, WANTED HOME.
$1,000 REWARD GETTING 
HIM HOME TO MOTHER.

(310)453-4506.

❤❤
Talk to a Model 24hrs.

310-786-8400
818-264-1906
213-259-1902
949-722-2222
$15/15 min.

CC/Check OK
www.USLove.com

Vehicles for sale

YOUR AD HERE
ADVERTISE!!!

Santa Monica Daily Press Classifieds

Now offering obituary listings.
For more details call the Daily Press.

310.458.7737 ext. 111

Pay tribute
to a

loved one.
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ENJOY LIFE ON THE 3RD STREET PROMENADE
GREAT LIVE/ WORK SPACE

Walk to the Beach ◆ Pedestrian Lifestyle ◆ Beautiful Studio Apts. from $1,100 per month

310-394-9833
*One year lease minimum term. Utilities, Stove, & Refrigerator included.

READ THROUGH THE BIBLE
Three chapters a week starting with the book of Roman

Where: Velocity Cafe 2127 Lincoln Blvd., Santa Monica
(between Ocean Park & Pico)

When: Every Tuesday starting Jan. 6, 2004

Time: 7:00 p.m to 9:00 p.m.

Sponsored By: Westside Calvary Chapel

FOR INFORMATION: 310-712-3411
WWW.WESTSIDECALVARYCHAPEL.ORG

Century West Properties
Exceptional Westside Rentals

LEASING CENTER
1437 SEVENTH STREET, SUITE 200
SANTA MONICA

Complementary Rental List  &
Leasing  Consultation
Walk-ins Welcome 10am – 6pm Daily
(310) 899-9580

Vehicles for sale

HURRY TO: 
832 Santa Monica Blvd.

800-944-4157
LAcarGUY.com

NewDeals 4
NewYears!

’02 FORD FOCUS
4-door, ZTS

(2W176696) $8,788

’03 ECLIPSE GTS
LOADED, Blk, 8K miles

(3E083774) $18,995

’01 TOYOTA PRIUS
LOADED (10035840) $13,995

’99 TOYOTA RAV4
4-DOOR, LOADED
(X7041976) $11,995

’03 COROLLA LE
Power windows and locks

(3Z111168) $13,995

’02 FORD TAURUS SES
PST, AW

(2A142548) $8,995

’01 FORD WINDSTAR
Super Clean - Loaded 
(1BB37955) $9,450

AD EXPIRES 1/31/04
All advertised prices exclude gov-
ernment fees and taxes, any
finance charges, any dealer doc-
ument preparation charges, and
any emission testing charge.

Instruction
DRUM LESSONS in your 
home! Great w/children & be-
ginners, first lesson FREE! Call 
Tom (310)422-2699.

SAT TUTORING; Experienced 
USC Berkley educated tutor will 
come to your home. No re-
quired packages, pay as you 
go. SATI, SAT II, ACT, ISEE.
Call Jaimie (310)714-0242.

TUTORING, ASSISTIVE Tech-
nology disability rights advo-
cate. Except Algebra/Geometry, 
Children, adults and seniors 
w/disability. Call Karen 
(310)470-6357.

For Rent
3RD STREET PROMENADE 
Apts. Ocean views, remodeled 
units 1+1, $1500-$2000, 2+2 
$2100-$2500. 1453 3rd Street.
MOVE IN SPECIALS! 
(310)862-1000.

Casa Loma Apartment
101 Dudley Ave. Venice
NOW LEASING!

Steps to the beach
Singles and Studios
$695.00 to $1095.00

MOVE IN SPECIAL
FIRST MONTH FREE!

(Requires S.D. & 1 yr. lease)
1-888-399-1166

NEW  STUDIO Apartments 
available. $1075-$1345. Six 
blocks to beach. Promenade 
area!  (310)656-0311                    

For Rent

2802 Santa Monica Blvd.

310-828-7525

RENTALS  AVAILABLE
NO PETS ALLOWED

SANTA  MONICA

638 Grant $825
Upper single, hardwood

floors, stove & microwave,
laundry rm.

1043 5th St. $1350
Upper 1 bed, berber carpet,
fridge, stove & dishwasher

1224 12th St. $1495
Upper 2 bed, fridge & stove,
balcony, near Wilshire Blvd

1230 Berkeley $1450
Lower 2 bed, hardwood

floors, dishwasher, front unit,
yard area

BRENTWOOD
WLA/MAR  VISTA

10900 S.M. Blvd,
West LA, $800

Lower single, new carpet,
new linoleum, near UCLA

649 Barrington,
Brentwood, $1150

Upper 1 bed, new carpet &
blinds, brand new kitchen, pool

12258 Montana,
Brentwood, $1950
2 bed, 1.75 bath, gated entry
& park, new carpet & linoleum

SALES • RENTALS 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

FOR MORE LISTINGS GO TO
WWW.ROQUE-MARK.COM

ROQUE &
MARK Co.

For Rent

SANTA MONICA $1295/mo.
1232 Harvard.

Beautiful 1 bdrm, 1ba.
Prestigious location, secluded 

builiding. Features large 
closets, stove, dishwasher,

gated parking.
Owner will consider pets.

Walk to shops, restaurants & 
transportation.
(310)717-7963

SANTA MONICA $1250/mo. 2 
bedroom/ 1 bath. Appliances, 
no pets, parking, 1935 Clover-
field Blvd. #18 Santa Monica, 
Ca. 90404 Manager in #19.

SANTA MONICA $1295/mo.
Large 1 bdrm, 1 bath + den, 
lower unit, private patio, com-
pletely redecorated , open daily.
1318 Euclid Street #1.
(310)395-1495.

SANTA MONICA $1850/mo. 2 
bedroom, 2 bath, prime loca-
tion, parking available, hard-
wood floors.(310)451-2178.

SANTA MONICA 1 bedroom 
condo,endunit, quiet 6Plex, 
prime location. 1 block North of 
Montana, gourmet kitchen, Vik-
ing Range, stainless steel appli-
ances, Italian tile, patio off of 
French doors, oak hardwood 
floors,1 parking space+ stor-
age, laundry, 1 year lease, no 
pets, $1900/mo. Call for ap-
pointment. (323)222-8929.

SANTA MONICA 2+2, carpet, 
laundry, new paint, blinds, park-
ing, great building, $1275.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA 2+2, carpet, 
laundry, new paint, blinds, park-
ing, great building, $1275.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA studio, lower, 
r/s, in 4-plex, near Wilshire, 
parking, utilities included $725.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA studio, lower, 
r/s, in 4-plex, near Wilshire, 
parking, utilities included $725.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SM 2+2 1/2 2 car garge, direct 
acces to unit, laundry room.
Near Wilshire $2600/mo.
(310)439-2073.

For Rent
SANTA MONICA: $1100, 
2+1,lower, patio, new paint, qui-
et building, month to month.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

WLA $1390/MO. 2 Bedrooms, 1 
bath, hardwood floors, large 
kitchen (310)391-8880.

Houses For Rent
SANTA MONICA guest house, 
furnished, r/s, w/d, quiet, yard, 
parking, utilities included, 
$1250.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA guest house, 
furnished, r/s, w/d, quiet, yard, 
parking, utilities included, 
$1250.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA triplex, 1+1, 
r/s, carpet, yard, remodeled 
kitchen, utilities included, 
$1295.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

Roommates
APARTMENT SUB-LET for 

rent: N. of Wilshire,
$700/month. First and last 

month rent. Seeking Male or 
Female, 20-30, employed, re-
sponsible, to share with Fe-
male. Please call for appt.

(310)393-2955.

SANTA MONICA shared apart-
ment, private room, furnished, 
fireplace laundry, month-to-
month. $500.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA shared house, 
private room, r/s, dishwasher, 
laundry, utilities included $595.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

Commercial Lease

SANTA MONICA
OFFICES

310.395.4620
$1450.00 AND UP..

• CHARMING MEDITERRANEAN STYLE
• NEAR PROMENADE - WINDOWS OPEN
• GARDEN COURTYARD BUILDING
• TELEPHONE SYSTEM INCLUDED
• NEW PAINT AND CARPET
• FURNISHED AVAILABLE
• SHORT OR LONG TERM
• PARKING INCLUDED
• 2 TO 4 ROOMS
• AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY

SANTA MONICA 1334 Lincoln 
Blvd 1140 sq/ft $2200/mo. and 
600 sq/ft 1300/mo. Can com-
bine. E. Keasbey (310)477-
3192.

Commercial Lease
MDR SHARE space. New suite, 
3 space in small Law Firm. Law 
Library, Conference Room, Re-
ceptionist, Copier, DSL, Parking 
Available, 90 Freeway close.
Starting at $800. (310)553-
0756.

SM/OCEAN PARK: room avail-
able in well located Chiropractic
& Acupuncture office 3 days 
per/wk $500/mo. Jasmine 
(310)392-9596.

WILSHIRE BLVD. in Santa 
Monica from 500 sq/ft & up. Re-
tail $2.75/per sqft. Office 
$1.85/per sqft. Surrounded by 
many buildings such as St.
Johns, UCLA & Santa Monica 
Hospital. Call (310)285-0499.

Real Estate

AGAPE ESTATES
Pride of Ownership

Homes and Units
Realtor and Developer

Call Today
310-745-4847
Buy or Sell Tomorrow

Massage
BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal 
your body, mind, spirit. Thera-
peutic, Swedish, Deep-tissue.
Energy balancing. Strictly non-
sexual. Introductory specials 
from $50.00/1hr. Lynda, L.M.T.
(310)749-0621

DEEP TISSUE THERAPY 
$40/HR. PROFESSIONAL AND 
NURTURING, WILL ALSO 
TRADE. PAUL (310)741-1901.

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong 
and tender relaxing bodywork 
by mature European. Professio-
nal Lady Sonja (310)397-0433.

OCEAN THERAPY: nice relax-
ing massage Spanish & Asian 
Staff (310)899-3709.

Massage
OLIVIA FULL body massage.
Smooth, thorough, divinely re-
laxing by beautiful, mature 
woman. Professional & licensed 
$120/hr. $80/ 1/2  hr. (310)915-
5519.

Announcements
ALZHEIMER’S SUPPORT GROUP
meeting. Last Wednesday of 
the month; at Sunrise Assisted 
Living, Pacific Palisades call 
(310)573-9545/Linda.

“For Women Only”
Community Forum with

Publisher and Editor
Gina Nemo

Saturday, January 10th at
6:00PM

Strike-A-Balance 1131
Montana Ave., 2nd floor, S.M.

$10.00 at door
www.westsidemomma.com

WESTSIDEMOMMA
MAGAZINE FORUM

Yard Sales
HUGE GARAGE sale in alley of 
729 Flower in Venice, Saturday 
& Sunday 8:30am-2pm.

VENICE HIGH School flea mar-
ket. 13000 Venice Blvd., Los 
Angeles, CA. Antiques, toys, 
crafts, collectibles, jewelry, 
clothes.January 10,  second 
Saturday each month. 9am-
4pm. Free admission & free 
parking. Vendor information call 
(310)390-5851.

Fitness
TAI CHI/I-CHIUNG classes in 
Santa Monica call for info.
(626)429-6360.

Facials  • Yoga  • Pilates • Therapeutic Massage
Pregnancy & Post-pregnancy services

BRING IN A FRIEND FOR YOGA AND SHE’S FREE!

1333 Ocean Avenue in Santa Monica 

(310) 458-8190
Dr. Lisa Masterson, M.D. 

Ocean Oasis
A Medical Day Spa for Women
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DENTAL
EMERGENCY?

UCLA Parkside Medical

2428 SANTA MONICA BLVD., SUITE 303 • SANTA MONICA

• Evening hours + emergency services
• Root Canals, Crowns, Veneers
• 20+ years of experience
• UCLA Graduate
• Most insurances accepted
• Cosmetic Dentistry

Dr. David Taft, DDS

310-315-3676

PPrroommoottee  yyoouurr    bbuussiinneessss  iinn  tthhee  SSaannttaa  MMoonniiccaa

Services
A1 CONSTRUCTION, framing, 
drywall, electrical. 30 years in 
this area. Free estimate.
(310)475-0497 or (310)415-
7134.

KITCHEN & Bath Remodeling, 
Room additions.Free estimate 
Lic#615195 -(888)907-6444

B.C. HAULING clean-up; all 
types big truck; hydrolic liftgate 
-small truck. No Saturdays.
(310)714-1838.

Services

BEST MOVERS
No job too small

2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR
Fully insured. We make it EZ.

Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!

Since 1975 Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193

PICTURE FRAMES custom 
made by professional (310)980-
2674.

Services
BOOKKEEPING SERVICES for 
small businesses and individu-
als. Quickbooks, MYOB and Mi-
crosoft Money. Reasonable 
Rates. (310)876-0363.

HARDWOOD
Floors & Molding

Laminate
$0.89/sq.ft.

Solid Oak Prefinish
3-1/4x3/4

$2.39/sq.ft.

Engineered Floor
$1.49/sq.ft.

Bamboo Floor
$2.39/sq.ft.

Unfinished Solid Wood
$0.99/sq.ft.

All Pergo, Columbia, Shaw, Bruce, Anderson &
Mohawk floors on sale. All molding & handrails &

stairs part & all prefinish & unfinished flooring sale.
BEST PRICES IN TOWN.

DISCOUNT

(800) 984-2925

GET ORGANIZED!
for filing system set-ups,

unpacking from a major move,
uncluttering closets and 
other home/office paper 

management problems, etc.

HIRE A PROFESSIONAL 
ORGANIZER!

Call Christine Cohen:
310-274-4988

Member: National Association of Professional Organizers

Services
HEAD SHOTS. Price includes 
shoot fee, contact sheets, nega-
tives & expenses. $250.
www.randphoto.net (310)395-
0147.

HOME THEATER AND MUSIC:
system design, installing and 
troubleshooting. 16 years expe-
rience with audio/video sys-
tems, satellite, cable, telephone 
and computer networks.
(310)450-6540.

KIM’S CHRISTMAS TREES
Finest Quality and Service

We offer tree removal.
Call for an appointment.

(310) 828-5467

Services
MARCO TELECOM: Phone 
jacks, installation & repair. Re-
wiring phone line, splitting busi-
ness. (310)301-1926, pager:
(310)351-7673.

NBM CONSTRUCTION
Room Additions, Remodel,

Electric, Plumbing, Carpentry
(888) 420-5866 

Lic#745354

NOTICE TO
READERS:

California  law requires that 
contractors taking jobs that
total $500 or more (labor or 

materials) be licensed by the 
Contractors State License 

Board. State law also requires 
that contractors include their

license number on all 
advertising.You can check the 

status of your licensed 
contractor at www.cslb.ca.gov 
or 800-321-CSLB. Unlicensed 

contractors taking jobs that
total less than $500 must state

in their advertisements that 
they are not licensed by the 
Contractors State License 

Board.

Services
PAINTING TOP QUALITY  A&A 
custom,Interior And Exterior .
Free Quote. Jeff Arrieta 
(310)560-9864.

Steve’s
DISCOUNT
PLUMBING
DRAINS • HEAT

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

(310) 439-7771 ALL PRICES NEGOTIABLE

Lic.#759420
All Work

Guaranteed
24
HOUR

15% OFF WITH THIS AD

TOWN & Country Builder. Ma-
sonry work, concrete, drive-
ways, brick, stone wall, patio, 
tile. State/Lic. 441191 (310)578-
7108.

When You Get Ready to Fix Up, Call Us!

NED PARKER 
CONSTRUCTION

Bonded & Insured • Lic#658-486
PAINTING • CARPENTRY • ROOFING

CONCRETE • ELECTRICAL

323.871.8869

Computer Services

VERY PATIENT friendly & af-
fordable repairs, set-ups, train-
ing networks and more! Digital 
Duchess. (310)395-6884.

WE ARE THE 

GIG IN TOWN!

Call Mitch at the Santa Monica Daily Press 310.458.7737 ext.111

The Daily Press Hiring Guarantee:
Run an ad in the classified section of the Santa Monica Daily
Press for 4 weeks and we’ll guarantee that you’ll find the perfect
employee! Call for more details.

Classiest

Classified Advertising Conditions :REGULAR RATE: 2.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 20 per word per day. Ad must run a minimum of twelve consecutive days.
PREMIUMS: First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra. Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry,
we do not issue credit after an ad has run more than once. DEADLINES: 4:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 4:00
p.m. PAYMENT: All private party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our offices 9 a.m. to 5
p.m., Monday through Friday, (310)458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press, P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406 or stop in
at our office located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Ste. 202. OTHER  RATES: For information about the professional services directory or classified display ads, please call
our office at (310)458-7737.
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SANTA MONICA RESIDENTS ...

SANTA MONICA FORD IS THE
We are currently the #!1 volume Ford dealership in the U.S.A. *based on a combination
of retail and fleet sales and to maintain this distinction we MUST not lose your business.

It is imperative you contact us before you purchase that next Ford.

SAVE $30

#1 VOLUME FORD
DEALER IN THE U.S.A.*

SANTA MONICA 1230 Santa Monica Blvd. • 310.451-1588
If you purchase elsewhere ... you probably paid too much!

Minor Service
for only $39.95

◆ Oil Change & Oil Filter Replacement
◆ Lube Hinges, Latches & Applicable Chassis Parts
◆ Silicone Protection of Window Weather Strips
◆ Check Fluid Levels & Top Off to Factory Specifications
◆ Inspect Cooling System, Hoses & Belts
◆ Check Running Lights for Proper Operation
◆ Check Suspension System
◆ Inspect Exhaust System for Corrosion
◆ Inspect & Rotate Tires, Adjust Pressures
◆ Multi-Point Inspection Report Card

Good through January 31st, 2004. Must present coupon at time of write up. 

Excludes diesels & HD “E” & “F” series vehicles/OP code PMinor.

NEW! 2004
Focus LX

ID# 4W103961 STK# 432096

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$15,610

SM Ford Discount . . . . . . . . . . . .$1,300

Factory Rebate  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$2,000

College Grad Program . . . . . . . . . .$400

2003
Explorer XLT

ID# 1F3ZB01661 STK# 30949

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$32,005

SM Ford Discount . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,600

Factory Rebate  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$4,000

College Grad Program . . . . . . . . . .$400

$23,995Net Cost
to you

$11,980Net Cost
to you

NEW! 2004
Taurus SES

ID# 1F4A137731 STK# 432193

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$23,700

SM Ford Discount . . . . . . . . . . . .$2,500

Factory Rebate  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,000

College Grad Program . . . . . . . . . .$400

$17,800Net Cost
to you

NEW! 2004
Mustang

ID# 1F4F102738 STK# 432194

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$19,160

SM Ford Discount . . . . . . . . . . . .$1,800

Factory Rebate  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,000

College Grad Program . . . . . . . . . .$400

$13,960Net Cost
to you

1 at this price

$11,980Net Cost
to you 1 at this price

$13,960Net Cost
to you 1 at this price

$17,800Net Cost
to you 1 at this price

0%FINANCING
on approved credit on

selected vehicles in lue

of rebates.

All vehicles plus tax and license plus documentation fee.
All vehicles subject to prior sale. Ad expires 48 hours after publication.

By The Associated Press

■ COLUMBUS, Ga. — Jeff Foxworthy has offered
a $2,000 reward for information leading to the convic-
tion of a person who trespassed on his rural west-central
Georgia property and pointed a gun at his caretaker. 

The comedian, who says poaching has been a prob-
lem on his 2,000-acre property in Harris County near the
Alabama state line, was hunting one day during the hol-
idays when he saw someone carrying a gun. 

“Jeff Foxworthy was hunting and witnessed the poach-
er on the property,” state Wildlife Resources Division offi-
cer Randy Hackley told the Columbus Ledger-Enquirer.
“He was hiding in a ditch in some bushes.” 

Foxworthy’s property caretaker, Glenn Garner, told
state wildlife investigators he confronted the intruder on
Dec. 28. 

Garner said he told the man to put down his gun, but
the man instead raised it to his shoulder to fire. That’s
when Garner said he fired a shot at the man and then ran
behind his vehicle for cover. 

When he looked back, the man was pointing his gun
at him again. Garner said he stayed behind the vehicle
until it was safe to leave. 

Wildlife officers are investigating. 
The 45-year-old Foxworthy, best-known for his “You

might be a redneck if...” jokes, starred in the NBC sit-
com “The Jeff Foxworthy Show” from 1995-97. 

■ ANKARA, Turkey — A movie company has
indefinitely postponed the screening of a movie about
the killings of Armenians during World War I because of
fears of violence from Turkish nationalists, the compa-
ny’s owner said. 

Turkey’s Culture Ministry agreed last month to allow
“Ararat,” about the plight of Armenians in Ottoman
Turkey, to be shown in this country, but ordered at least
one scene removed depicting Ottomans raping
Armenian women. 

The film by director Atom Egoyan, a Canadian of
Armenian heritage, was scheduled to open in theaters in
mid-January. 

Armenians say that a 1915-23 campaign to force
Armenians out of eastern Turkey left 1.5 million people
dead and amounted to genocide. 

Turkey objects to the use of the word genocide and
says the figures are inflated and that deaths were the
result of civil unrest and not a planned campaign. 

A far-right nationalist youth group has vowed to pre-
vent the screening of the film in theaters, saying it’s anti-
Turkish propaganda, according to Turkish news reports. 

In an interview with private CNN-Turk television,
Sabahattin Cetin, the owner of the company that bought
the movie’s screening rights in Turkey, said he’d hold
off on screening the movie. 

“Would you want to watch a movie in a movie the-
ater that could be stoned or where there could be vio-
lence?” Cetin asked. 

■ WHITEFISH, Mont. — “Entertainment Tonight”
co-host Mary Hart and her husband, movie producer
Burt Sugarman, have filed a lawsuit against a Kalispell
man seeking the return of earnest money they paid in a
property deal they later backed out of. 

Sugarman and Hart own property on Whitefish Lake
and had tried to make a land swap that would add 50
nearby acres of state trust land in the Stillwater State
Forest to their holdings. 

They withdrew their state application for the swap
after public opposition, which Sugarman said “demo-
nized” them. The couple decided to wait until a land-use
plan for the trust land surrounding Whitefish and the
lake is completed, possibly by May. 

The couple wanted to buy 80 acres of Plum Creek
Timber Co. land, valued at $240,000, and an office
building in Glasgow, valued at $880,000, and trade them
to the state for the land they wanted. 

The lawsuit says they made a buy-sell offer for the

building to Tim Birk of Kalispell, doing business as
Mountain States Leasing Glasgow, and put up $25,000
earnest money. 

After withdrawing their application for the land
swap, the couple asked for their earnest money back, but
the lawsuit says Birk refused to return it. 

A telephone request to Birk’s office for comment was
not returned. 

■ RALEIGH, N.C. — Filmmaker Ken Vrana will
mark the 69th anniversary of Elvis Presley’s birth
Thursday by working on his own “Tribute.” 

Vrana has traveled 250,000 miles over the past 3 1/2
years to collect 570 interviews for a documentary about
Presley, who died at his Graceland home in Memphis,
Tenn., on Aug. 16, 1977. 

As fans mark Presley’s birthday, Vrana will be edit-
ing his footage. 

“Officially, we’ve completed the interviews,” Vrana
says. “Unofficially, I still have a wish list of about a
dozen ‘big’ people like Paul McCartney I’ll continue to
chase, to insert later if I can get them.” 

He plans to release “Tribute” as an 11-hour DVD box
set, with a companion coffee-table book. It’s not a prof-
it-making venture: Vrana has spent $280,000 on the
project so far and says any proceeds will go to charity. 

Vrana wasn’t much of an Elvis aficionado when he
was working on another documentary called “The
Fans,” about devoted followers of NASCAR, profes-
sional wrestling, college basketball and Presley. 

But the Elvis fans’ stories stood out as worthy of their
own film. 

The cast of interview subjects eventually stretched
well beyond fans, from Presley’s old girlfriends and
bandmates to other music legends such as Bill Monroe
and B.B. King. 

“Tribute” is being financed by Vrana’s wife, Lisa,
who is a marketing specialist — and also his film editor. 

If a bounty’s on your head, you might be a poacher


