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Requests to SMMUSD
Demands have a bad 
reputation.
Page 6.

Arson arrest
Calvin Jacob Herring was 
arrested for a fire near the 
Huntley Hotel.
Page 11.

Gary Limjap
(310) 586-0339

In today’s real estate climate ...
Experience counts!
garylimjap@gmail.com
www.garylimjap.com CalRE # 00927151

BACK TAXES • BOOKKEEPING • SMALL BUSINESS
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(310) 395-9922
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TAXES
ALL FORMS, ALL TYPES, ALL STATES

Ed Foundation surpasses funding goal
BRENNON DIXSON
SMDP Staff Writer

The Santa Monica Education 
Foundation recently wrapped up a 
three-week fundraising campaign 
that resulted in more than $213,000, 
which will be used to benefit the 
various science, technology, 
engineering and math programs 
that are currently in place on Santa 
Monica-Malibu Unified School 
District campuses.

A total of 286 donors contributed 
local education foundation’s 
$25,000 matching opportunity 
offered by MSD Partners, L.P. / 

Fairmont Miramar Hotel & 
Bungalows, according to Education 
Foundation officials. The match 
ran from Dec. 9-31 and coincided 
with the foundation’s campaign to 
raise $145,000 for STEM programs 
during the final month of 2019.

In the four years that MSD 
Partners, L.P. / Fairmont Miramar 
Hotel & Bungalows has offered 
a match for donations to the 
foundation, more than $709,000 
have been contributed to programs 
in Santa Monica schools. In fact, 
annual donations and education 
foundation endowments are 
funding $2.7 million in programs 

in Santa Monica schools this school 
year.

“We are so thrilled with the results 
of this match! STEM programs 
in our Santa Monica schools are 
so important,” Santa Monica 
Education Foundation Executive 
Director Linda Greenberg said as 
she detailed how SMMUSD’s STEM 
classes allow students to design and 
invent as well as prepare for the 
technology-based careers that may 
await them after graduation. “We 
are so grateful to MSD Partners, 
L.P. and Fairmont Miramar 

Gym owner switches gear to reopen cycle studio
BRENNON DIXSON
SMDP Staff Writer

With a new year comes new 
resolutions, and like the many 
Santa Monica residents who have 
undoubtedly set goals related to 
fitness, finances and future success 
— business owner Steph Sklar-
Mulcahy has a few resolutions of 
her own this year.

In 2019, thanks to the success 
of CycleBar Culver City, Sklar-
Mulcahy was named CycleBar’s 
Franchisee of the Year, but, this year, 
the business owner’s focus is geared 
towards CycleBar Santa Monica, an 
establishment that was previously 
shuttered.

“We hear a lot of people say over 
and over, ‘Oh my God, how can you 
reopen a business that was closed? 
How do you feel like you can make 
it succeed?” but Sklar-Mulcahy said 
in an interview Tuesday that she’s 
quite confident she will be able to 

replicate the success of her Culver 
City studio.

About 14 years ago, Sklar-
Mulcahy got involved in the 

AIDS LifeCycle ride where she 
participated in a nearly 550 mile 
bike ride from San Francisco to Los 
Angeles in an effort to raise money 

for HIV and AIDS research.
“It’s a really incredible event, 

because you have all these people 
that are like pedaling towards one 

goal and there’s all these volunteers 
that are looking after you and it’s 
really a perfect world — We call 
it the love bubble,” Sklar-Mulcahy 
said. “You don’t have to spend 
money, you don’t have to buy food, 
your gear is carried for you…. and 
you finish the ride and it’s like, ‘How 
do I go back into the world after I 
just lived in this utopia for seven 
days?’”

Sklar-Mulcahy said was hooked 
from the first ride and soon after 
set a goal to find a place where she 
could make the love bubble happen 
every day.

“So when I found CycleBar and 
I opened it, it was the perfect place 
where I could create this community 
where everybody is happy to be 
here. And I think we’ve done that in 
Culver City,”  Sklar-Mulcahy said, 
mentioning how she has received 
letters and praise from past clients 

Courtesy photos  
CYCLEBAR: Steph Sklar-Mulcahy is expanding her Culver City CycleBar business into Santa Monica.

Bloomberg sees 
California as model on 
climate change, guns

MICHAEL R. BLOOD 
Associated Press

Mike Bloomberg’s plan for 
California - export it.

The Democratic presidential 
candidate and former New York 
City mayor likes a lot of what he 
sees in the Golden State and thinks 
its efforts on climate change, gun 

control and criminal justice reform 
set a benchmark for other states to 
emulate.

“I think that California can serve 
as a great example for the rest of this 
country,” Bloomberg told supporters 
at the opening of his Los Angeles 
campaign office.

SEE STUDIO PAGE 7

SEE BLOOMBERG PAGE 10 SEE ED FOUNDATION PAGE 11
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Wednesday, January 8

The Commission on the 
Status of Women Meeting
The Commission on the Status of 
Women works to ensure that Santa 
Monica is a place where women and 
girls can fully realize their potential and 
have a strong voice in all aspects of the 
community. The Commission explores 
policy and issues relevant to women 
and girls, and sup-ports leadership and 
career advancement opportunities. Ken 
Edwards Center, 7 p.m.

Montana Mystery Book Group: 
The Woman in the Window
It isn’t paranoia if it’s really happening ... 
Anna Fox lives alone — a recluse in her 
New York City home, drinking too much 
wine, watching old movies ... and spying 
on her neighbors. Then the Russells move 
next door: a father, a mother, their teen-
aged son. The perfect family. But when 
Anna sees something she shouldn’t, her 
world begins to crumble — and its shock-
ing secrets are laid bare. Montana Avenue 
Branch Library. 7 – 8:30 p.m.

Mindful Meditation
Henry Schipper, graduate of UCLA’s 
Mindful Awareness program, teaches the 
basics of Mindful meditation. Ocean Park 
Branch Library, 7 – 8 p.m.

L.E.A.R.N.: Learn, Excel, 
Achieve and Read Now
One-on-one access to volunteers avail-
able to help students with homework 
assignments and reading comprehen-
sion. Mondays and Wednesdays from 
3:30 – 6 p.m. Main Library.

Just for Seniors: Internet and 
Email Bootcamp
Learn to navigate the Web safely and 
send and receive emails in this 3-hour 
course. Seating is first come, first served. 
Beginner Level. Main Library 2 – 5 p.m.

Senior TAP Workshop & 
On The Move Riders Club 
Orientation
Join organizers for their monthly Senior 
TAP Workshop at Ken Edwards Center 
and recurring On The Move Riders Club 
orientation. Bring a valid ID showing you 
are 62 years or older to apply for a 

FREE senior reduced fare TAP card. For 
details, visit: bigbluebus.com/tapwork-
shop. 1 p.m. Ken Edwards Center.
   
Read & Play
Help your child cultivate key develop-
mental skills through books and play 
activities. Ages 0-5. Main Library. 11:15 
- 11:45 a.m.

Thursday, January 9

Soundwaves/Pianospheres: 
Richard Valitutto
Soundwaves’ third year of collaborations 
with Pianospheres begins with a solo 
performance by Richard Valitutto. Main 
Library, 7:30 - 8:30 p.m.

NOMA Meeting
The North of Montana Neighborhood 
Association (NOMA) kicks off 2020 at 
the Montana Avenue Library with a pre-
sentation by The Athens Group of the 
Miramar Hotel’s plans for site re-devel-
opment.  Board nominations will also 
be on the agenda. Meeting begins at 7 
p.m., with snacks and social preceding at 
6:30.  All are invited.

Library Board Meeting
Library Board Meeting special meet-
ing. Board meetings are held regularly 
the first Thursday of the month. Main 
Library, 7 - 9 p.m.

Read & Play
A story time for the very young, fol-
lowed by play activities designed to 
cultivate key developmental skills. 
Fairview Branch Library, 3:30 - 5 p.m.

L.E.A.R.N.: Learn, Excel, 
Achieve and Read Now
One-on-one access to volunteers avail-
able to help students with homework 
assignments and reading comprehen-
sion. Bilingual volunteers available. 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 3:30 - 6 
p.m. Pico Branch Library.

Current Events Discussion 
Group
Join organizers for a lively discussion 
of the latest news with your friends and 
neighbors. Fairview Branch Library, 1 - 
2:30 p.m.

Win a Main Street 
Rewards Card for 
discounts at 40+ 
local businesses.

Sponsored by 
Enterprise 

Fish Company

174 Kinney St., 
Santa Monica 90405

MYSTERY PHOTO	 Send answers to editor@smdp.com.

The first person who can correctly identify where this image was captured wins a prize. 

CALL 1-310-220-4009Promo code N7017
TM

*Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus $299 in taxes & fees. Cruise pricing based on lowest cabin category after Instant Rebate; upgrades available. Single supplement and 
seasonal surcharges may apply. Add-on airfare available. Onboard Credit requires purchase of Ocean View or Balcony Cabin. For full Set Sail terms and conditions see www.ymtvacations.
com/setsailoffers. Offers apply to new bookings only, made by 3/31/20. Other terms & conditions may apply. Ask your Travel Consultant for details.

GUIDED TOUR EXPERTS – CALL FOR YOUR FREE BROCHURE

GRAND ALASKAN 
CRUISE & TOUR

BEST OF HAWAII  
FOUR-ISLAND TOUR

Enjoy a cruise & tour between Seattle 
and Alaska including 7 nights aboard 
Holland America Line’s ms Westerdam 
and 4 nights on land. You’ll cruise the Gulf 
of Alaska and the Inside Passage—a sea 
lane teeming with marine wildlife, where 
you’ll pass glaciers, mountains, and lush 
forests, with stops in Ketchikan, historic 
Skagway, and magnificent Glacier Bay. On 
land, you’ll go deep into Denali National 
Park, tour Anchorage, and see the Alaska 
Wildlife Conservation Center.

Enjoy a fully guided 4-island Hawaiian 
vacation with beachfront lodging on 
Kauai, Maui, and the “Big Island” of 
Hawaii, and in Waikiki on Oahu. Includes 
a Pearl Harbor experience where you 
will see the USS Arizona Memorial. Visit 
historic Lahaina, enjoy a boat cruise on 
the Wailua River, and authentic Hawaiian 
entertainment and food at our Farewell 
Feast. Guided throughout by our friendly 
Tour Directors—your local experts. Price 
includes 3 inter-island flights.

12 days, departs May - September 2020 13 days, departs year-round

Seattle • Vancouver • Ketchikan • 
Juneau • Skagway • Glacier Bay • 
Anchorage • Denali • and more

Oahu • Kauai • Maui •
Hawaii “Big Island” 

FREE ONBOARD CREDIT

BOOK YOUR VACATION NOW 
FROM
$1,749

$1,499*

FROM
$2,249

$1,999*
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BROADWAY
WINE & SPIRITS

Blue ice vodka 750 .................... $15.99 plus tax

Hard to find 
Spencer Trappist Ale 4pk ........ $13.99-$16.99

310-394-8257
1011 Broadway | Santa Monica, CA 90401

Now delivering with Doordash!
Great craft beer and wine selection!

1847 14th Street, Santa Monica, CA  90404 ▪ (310) 458-8717 (on-call - 24/7)  
woodlawn.cemetery@smgov.net  ▪  www.woodlawnsm.com 

City of Santa Monica 

WOODLAWN  
Cemetery  

Mausoleum  
Mortuary 

 

FD #2101 

●  Traditional Burial   ●  Green/Natural Burial   ●  Cremation    
●  Funeral Planning & Mortuary Services 

ALL IN ONE LOCATION 

Helping families honor,  
remember, and celebrate life. 

BE DEBT FREE 
IN 24–48 MONTHS!

One Affordable Monthly Payment
We work with you to set up a single, affordable monthly payment.

SEE HOW MUCH YOU COULD SAVE.
1-877-236-9743

Do you owe more than $10,000 
in credit card bills or other debt? Let 

National Debt Relief resolve your debt for 
a fraction of what you owe.

®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

Resolve Your Debt in 24–48 Months
We’ll resolve your debt as quickly as possible so you can fi nally 

start living the life you want.

No Upfront Fees
You won’t pay a penny until your debt is resolved.    .

Homeless women who 
took over California home 

gain support
TERENCE CHEA AND JULIET WILLIAMS 
Associated Press

Some California lawmakers said they 
support a group of homeless women who 
have been illegally living in a vacant three-
bedroom house since November, partly to 
protest real estate speculators who drive up 
housing costs in the pricey San Francisco Bay 
Area.

Moms 4 Housing, a collective recently 
formed to support the Oakland women, 
interrupted a press conference on legislation 
to boost housing construction Tuesday at City 
Hall, shouting “affordable housing now.”

“I want to thank Moms 4 Housing for 
taking that house and for demonstrating 
that nowhere, nowhere should there be a 
vacant house anywhere in California when 
we have the housing crisis that we have,” said 
Democratic Sen. Nancy Skinner of Berkeley. 
“And it was totally legitimate for those 
homeless moms to take over that house.”

The women took over the home after they 
said they were unable to find permanent 
housing in the Bay Area, where high-paying 
tech jobs have exacerbated income inequality 
and a housing shortage. They also say they’re 
protesting real estate developers who snap up 
distressed homes, then leave them empty. 

They are awaiting a final ruling from 
a judge on whether they can stay, though 
Alameda County Superior Court Judge 
Patrick McKinney has tentatively ruled in 
favor of the property owner, Wedgewood Inc., 
a Redondo Beach-based real estate investment 
group that bought the home in a foreclosure 
auction last year.

Dominique Walker, 34, who has 1- and 
5-year-old daughters, said she moved back to 
her native Oakland from Mississippi last year 
but could not find a place to live in the pricey 
market. She said many of the people who used 
to live in her neighborhood have been forced 
out by rising prices.

“Housing is a human right. I pay bills 
there. I pay water, PG&E, internet. We live 
there,” Walker said. “We want to purchase the 
home ... it needs to belong back in the hands 
of the community. It was stolen through the 

foreclosure crisis.”
The company bought the home for 

$501,000 and took possession days after 
the women moved in, said Sam Singer, a 
spokesman for Wedgewood. The 1908 house 
has one bathroom and is about 1,500 square 
feet (139 square meters).

This “is a straightforward situation of 
illegal entry and illegal occupation,” Singer 
said. “They broke into the home ... and they 
have no legal or ethical defense for their 
action.”

Lawyers for Walker argued in court last 
week that housing is a right and the court 
should allow the women to possess the house, 
particularly because it was vacant for a long 
time and the alternative would be to send 
them to the streets.

Assemblyman Ash Kalra, a Democrat from 
San Jose, said Tuesday that elected officials 
need to ensure “opportunistic landlords and 
corporate landlords” don’t “keep our homes 
vacant.”

Many Oakland residents say they are being 
pushed to the fringes of the Bay Area as they 
struggle to keep pace with housing costs.

Federal officials said last month that an 
uptick in the country’s homeless population 
was driven entirely by a 16% increase in 
California, where the median sales price of 
a home is $500,000. It’s higher in the San 
Francisco Bay Area. 

The situation is so dire that Democratic 
Gov. Gavin Newsom approved a statewide 
rent cap on some properties.

Yet there are four vacant homes for every 
homeless person in Oakland, said Leah 
Simon-Weisberg, an attorney for Alliance of 
Californians for Community Empowerment, 
which is helping the mothers in court.

The empty eyesores are in devastated, 
predominantly minority neighborhoods, she 
said, adding that developers like Wedgewood 
“acquire the property, they kick the people 
out who are in it, and they sell it.”

Singer said Wedgewood buys distressed 
properties, hires local workers to fix up the 
homes and sells them, hopefully to first-time 

Malibu

Malibu Community Services Department Offers MLab 
Wellness Workshops for the Community

The City of Malibu is launching  MLab (Malibu Lab), a series of creative, informative and well-
ness workshops. The workshops will be held at Malibu Bluffs Park and City Hall throughout the 
winter session. The workshops will begin in January 2020 and go through March 2020. 

The workshops are created to serve all ages and create an intergenerational experience. 
MLab connects the community with artists and specialized instructors in various areas and 
provides an opportunity to discover something new or build on previous skills. Workshop topics 
include creative paper workshops with local artist and Webster Elementary School art teacher 
Angie Bradshaw, a vegan dessert workshop and an educational tea ceremony.

Pre-registration is required. Register online at MalibuCity.org/Register or call 310-317-1364. 
For more information about the instructors, class topics and materials call 310-456-2489, ext. 
239 or visit MalibuCity.org/MLab.

SUBMITTED BY MATT MYERHOFF

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

SEE HOMELESS PAGE 5
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The other fake meat: 
Impossible Foods unveils 

pork, sausage
DEE-ANN DURBIN 
AP Business Writer

After a big year for its plant-based burger, 
Impossible Foods has something new on its 
plate.

The California-based company unveiled 
Impossible Pork and Impossible Sausage on 
Monday evening at the CES gadget show in 
Las Vegas.

It’s Impossible Food’s first foray beyond 
fake beef. The Impossible Burger, which went 
on sale in 2016, has been a key player in the 
growing category of vegan meats. Like the 
burger, Impossible Food’s pork and sausage 
are made from soy but mimic the taste and 
texture of ground meat.

Impossible Pork will be rolled out to 
restaurants first. The company isn’t yet saying 
when it will come to groceries. Impossible 
Foods only recently began selling its burgers 
in grocery stores, although they’re available 
at more than 17,000 restaurants in the U.S., 
Singapore, Hong Kong and Macau.

Burger King will give consumers their first 
taste of Impossible Sausage. Later this month, 
139 Burger King restaurants in five U.S. cities 
will offer the Impossible Croissan’wich, made 
with plant-based sausage coupled with the 
traditional egg and cheese. Burger King did 
a similar test of the Impossible Whopper last 
year before expanding sales nationwide.

The pork products and the Impossible 
Burger are made in a similar way. Impossible 
Foods gets heme — the protein that gives 
meat its flavor and texture — from soy 
leghemoglobin, which is found in the roots 
of soy plants. To make heme in high volume, 
it inserts the DNA from soy into yeast and 
ferments it. That mixture is then combined 
with other ingredients, like coconut oil.

The company tweaked the ingredients to 
mimic pork’s springy texture and mild flavor. 
For the sausage it added spices.

Impossible Pork has 220 calories in a four-
ounce serving. That’s not much less than a 
serving of Smithfield 80% lean ground pork, 
which has 260 calories. Smithfield’s animal-
derived pork has more total fat, at 20 grams, 
than Impossible Pork, which has 13 grams. 
But Impossible Pork has far more sodium, at 
420 milligrams. Smithfield has 70 milligrams.

But health concerns are only part of the 
reason consumers are eating more plant-based 
meats. Animal welfare and environmental 
concerns are also a factor. Nearly 1.5 billion 
pigs are killed for food each year, a number 
that has tripled in the last 50 years, according 
to the World Economic Forum. Raising those 
pigs depletes natural resources and increases 
greenhouse gas emissions.

“Everything that we’re doing is trying 
to avert the biggest threat that the world is 
facing,” Impossible Foods CEO Pat Brown 
told The Associated Press.

Brown said the company decided pork 
should be its next product because customers 
were frequently requesting it. Impossible 
Foods started working on the new products 
about 18 months ago and accelerated 
development in the second half of 2019.

Brown said ground pork is also critical 
to meeting the company’s international 
expansion goals. While Americans eat more 
beef and chicken, pork is the most widely 
consumed meat worldwide, according to the 
National Pork Board. Chinese consumers 
eat more than 88 pounds (40 kilograms) of 
pork per year, compared to 65 pounds (30 
kilograms) for Americans. 

Brown said he believes a product like 
Impossible Pork is critical in China, which 
has limited arable land and relies heavily on 
imported meat. Last year, Chinese pork prices 
surged after African swine fever wiped out 
millions of pigs.

Brown said Impossible Foods is talking 
to Chinese regulators and potential partners 
that could make Impossible Pork — as well as 
plant-based burgers — in China.

“This is a huge opportunity for China in 
terms of its food security,” Brown said.

Impossible Foods is also waiting for 
approval from European regulators to sell its 
products there.

In the U.S., 2019 was a breakout year for 
plant-based meat. U.S. sales jumped 10% last 
year to nearly $1 billion; traditional meat 
sales rose 2% to $95 billion in that same time, 
according to Nielsen.

Impossible Foods rival Beyond Meat — 
which already sells plant-based sausage links 
— had a successful public stock offering in the 
spring. Impossible Foods ran short of burgers 
in the first half of the year thanks to the buzz 
from Burger King. After partnering with OSI 
Group, a food service company, Brown said 
Impossible Foods produced twice as much of 
its plant-based meat in the last quarter of 2019 
as it sold in all of 2018.

“We have to keep scaling up as fast as we 
possibly can,” Brown said.

Brown said he welcomes new competitors 
in the space, including deep-pocketed rivals 
like Nestle and Tyson Foods. The meat 
industry is vast, he said, and plant-based 
meats are still only around 1% of sales.

His only concern is that plant-based 
products taste good enough to convince meat 
eaters to switch.

“A crappy product won’t win over meat 
lovers,” Brown said.

office (310) 458-7737
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If you don’t like what we 
have to say we will 

give you a copy of your 
x-rays at no charge

YOUR CHOICE

FINDING A NEW
DENTIST IS TOUGH!!!

(BUT WE MAKE IT EASY!!!)

SANTA MONICA FAMILY DENTISTRY
DR. ALAN RUBENSTEIN

1260 15th ST. SUITE #703

(310) 736-2589
WWW.ALANRUBENSTEINDDS.COM

AND OF COURSE WE DO
 • Invisalign    • Periodontist on Staff    • Oral Surgeon on Staff

• Cosmetics and Implants    • Zoom bleaching    • and more

OR

TRY OUR NO OBLIGATION

$59 EXAM
AND CLEANING

For New Patients 
INCLUDES FULL XRAYS

TRY OUR NO OBLIGATION

$1 EXAM
INCLUDES 

FULL XRAYS

ARIZONA AVE.
WILSHIRE BLVD.

14TH ST.

15TH ST.★

DENTAL CARE 
WITHOUT JUDGEMENT!

WE OFFER UNIQUE SERVICES
*Nitrous Oxide available

*No interest payment plans
*Emergencies can be seen today
*Our dentists and staff members 

are easy to talk to

*Offer to non insured patients

*Offer to non insured patients

Starting from 

$88
+Taxes

1760 Ocean Avenue | Santa Monica, CA 90401

310.393.6711

BOOK DIRECT AND SAVE
SeaviewHotel.com

Parking | Kitchenettes | WiFi AvailableFacebook bans deepfakes 
in fight against online 

manipulation
KELVIN CHAN 
AP Business Writer

Facebook says it is banning “deepfake” 
videos, the false but realistic clips created 
with artificial intelligence and sophisticated 
tools, as it steps up efforts to fight online 
manipulation. But the policy leaves plenty of 
loopholes.

The social network said late Monday 
that it’s beefing up its policies to remove 
videos edited or synthesized in ways that 
aren’t apparent to the average person, and 
which could dupe someone into thinking the 
video’s subject said something he or she didn’t 
actually say. 

Created by artificial intelligence or 
machine learning, deepfakes combine or 
replace content to create images that can be 
almost impossible to tell are not authentic. 

“While these videos are still rare on the 
internet, they present a significant challenge 
for our industry and society as their use 
increases,” Facebook’s vice president of global 
policy management, Monika Bickert, said in 
a blog post. 

However, she said the new rules won’t 
include parody or satire, or clips edited 
just to change the order of words. The 
exceptions underscore the balancing act 
Facebook and other social media services 
face in their struggle to stop the spread of 
online misinformation and “fake news” while 
also respecting free speech and fending off 
allegations of censorship.

The U.S. tech company has been grappling 
with how to handle the rise of deepfakes 
after facing criticism last year for refusing to 
remove a doctored video of House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi slurring her words, which was 
viewed more than 3 million times. Experts 
said the crudely edited clip was more of a 
“cheap fake” than a deepfake.

Then, a pair of artists posted fake footage  
of Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg showing 
him gloating over his one-man domination of 
the world. Facebook also left that clip online. 
The company said at the time that neither 
video violated its policies.

The problem of altered videos is taking on 
increasing urgency as experts and lawmakers 
try to figure out how to prevent deepfakes 
from being used to interfere with U.S. 
presidential elections in November. 

The new policy is a “strong starting point,” 
but doesn’t address broader problems, said 
Sam Gregory, program director at Witness, a 
nonprofit working on using video technology 
for human rights. 

“The reality is there aren’t that many 
political deepfakes at the moment. They’re 
mainly nonconsensual sexual images,” and 

the bigger problem is videos that are either 
shown without context or lightly edited, 
which some have dubbed “shallow fakes,” he 
said. These include the Pelosi clip or one that 
made the rounds last week of Democratic 
presidential candidate Joe Biden that was 
selectively edited to falsely suggest he made 
racist remarks.

Gregory, whose group was among those 
that gave feedback to Facebook for the policy, 
said that while the new rules looked strong 
on paper, there are questions around how 
effective the company will be at uncovering 
synthetic videos. 

Facebook has built deepfake-detecting 
algorithms and can also look at an account’s 
behavior to get an idea of whether it’s intention 
is to spread disinformation, so the company 
will have an edge over users or journalists at 
sniffing them out, Gregory said. 

But those algorithms haven’t been used 
widely for deepfakes “in the wild. So it is an 
open question how effective detection will 
be,” he said. “This is an algorithmic kind of 
game of cat and mouse, where the forgeries 
will get better alongside the detection.” 

Facebook said any videos, deepfake or not, 
will also be removed if they violate existing 
standards for nudity, graphic violence or 
hate speech. Those that aren’t removed can 
still be reviewed by independent third-party 
fact-checkers and any deemed false will be 
flagged as such to people trying to share or 
view them, which Bickert said was a better 
approach than just taking them down. 

“If we simply removed all manipulated 
videos flagged by fact-checkers as false, the 
videos would still be available elsewhere 
on the internet or social media ecosystem,” 
Bickert said. “By leaving them up and labeling 
them as false, we’re providing people with 
important information and context.”

Twitter, which has been another hotbed 
for misinformation and altered videos, said 
it’s “in the process” of creating a policy for 
“synthetic and manipulated media,” which 
would include deepfakes and other doctored 
videos. The company has asked for public 
feedback on the issue. The responses it’s 
considering include putting a notice next to 
tweets that include manipulated material. 
The tweets might also be removed if they’re 
misleading and could cause serious harm to 
someone. 

YouTube, meanwhile, has a policy against 
“deceptive practices” but does not appear 
to specifically ban deepfakes. Google did 
not immediately respond to a message for 
comment on Tuesday. 

AP Technology Writer Barbara Ortutay contributed 
to this story from San Francisco. 

homebuyers.
He said the company will continue with 

its eviction proceedings against the women 

if the judge rules in the company’s favor, as 
expected. 

Williams reported from San Francisco. Associated 
Press writer Janie Har in San Francisco also contrib-
uted to this story. 

HOMELESS
FROM PAGE 3
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A FREE, FAMILY-FRIENDLY
LIVE MUSIC SERIES 
ACCOMPANYING  
ICE AT SANTA MONICA

EVERY SUNDAY THROUGH JAN 19
@dtsantamonica

DowntownSantaMonica

DTSantaMonica

BBoouurrggeett BBrrooss.. BBuuiillddiinngg MMaatteerriiaallss 
1636 - 11th Street

Santa Monica, CA  90404    (310) 450-6556
bourgetbros.com

Charles Andrews	 Send comments to editor@smdp.com

Curious City

Urgent Requests To 
SMMUSD

OH TO FLY FREE 

Over the open skies of Santa Monica, like 
a bird!

Soaring and swooping in the sunshine and 
cool ocean breezes, among the tall palms, 
pondering the great Pacific shore and the 
limited lives of the tiny earthbound humans 
I see below me.

But I can’t do that, because I keep having 
to avoid big, tall buildings, more sprouting 
every day from the soil — I think there’s still 
soil down there, with all that concrete, asphalt 
and glass — and more and more I’m in the 
shadows, not the open sunny skies.

AS A COLUMNIST
I would love to do the same. Soar amongst 

all the great things about our unique and 
wonderful little beach city, all the great 
things that our selected leaders, City staff 
and ordinary citizens are doing every day. To 
write about them and tell the world.

But every time I think about doing that, 
something gets in the way.

REALITY.
Our reality here in Santa Monica is that 

all the smaller, everyday but important things 
that are being done are put in the shadows by 
the big sticky SMRR-der web that covers it all. 
The overdevelopment. The corruption at the 
heart of wrong-headed public policies. The 
unwillingness to listen to and act on behalf of 
the residents. The absolutely crazy stuff that 
should never stand. 

LAST WEEK’S COLUMN
Was the first of the year and I wish it could 

have been more positive. I threw out a few 
Wishes for 2020 but as soon as I typed them 
I realized all had the chance of a snowfall in 
SM of coming true.

Then I went into the territory of Crazy. 
Been there before. So many things being 
proposed and done here are on their face just 
plain crazy, but no one with any power will 
stand up and say it. 

So for those who complain that I rarely 
write about the positive things going on in 
Santa Monica, I’m telling you, I want to. 
Badly. But I have a job to do. 

AND NOW, THAT MURAL!
Time is now running really short to save 

the Muir Woods Mural. The School Board has 
arranged for the original artist Jane Golden, 
to come to SM at the end of this month 
from Philadelphia. She was given a contract 
($10K?), meetings have been arranged, public 
discussion scheduled.

But none of this has been made public, 
nor included in any way the Save the Muir 
Woods Mural (SMWM) group — Jerry and 
Marissa Rubin and me — who have been 
working for six years to save this piece of 
our history, this environmental message. 
We have done research, presented talks and 

films, participated in a long but fruitless 
mediation process requested by SMMUSD, 
garnered media coverage worldwide, and 
gathered signatures of support from hundreds 
of individuals and dozens of organizations, 
including many prominent Santa Monicans.

And yet the School Board is now 
continuing to proceed unilaterally with their 
so-called fair process to determine the fate 
of the mural through input from the public 
and from  City officials. Which group do you 
think will receive the greatest weight?

I can’t answer those questions because the 
School Board continues to leave you, and us, 
who represent so many who have expressed 
love for that mural and a strong desire to 
have it restored, out of the process. Despite 
repeated failed promises to include us.

At some point you have to stop asking, 
because that’s proven a fool’s errand, and start 
demanding what’s fair and right.

“DEMANDS”  
However, have a bad connotation. No 

matter how necessary they may have become. 
So even though your requests have been 
ignored for years, continue to make “requests.”

Speaking for myself, I request a meeting 
with whomever at SMMUSD is making these 
arrangements, that will also include Jerry and 
Marissa Rubin. We have earned a place at the 
table. 

I request they make the schedule they have 
come up with public record, and publicized 
widely NOW to residents. 

I request to know the criteria they have for 
determining the mural’s fate. Strictly by the 
will of the residents? Because that’s what they 
promised at the Oct. school board meeting. 

It was claimed the mural was scraped a 
few months ago to remove peeling strips 
that contained lead paint. Requests for 
documentation were stonewalled, and buried 
deep in one report finally received was the 
information that the lead content was far 
below any cause for action. Also, if there 
is lead there why aren’t they testing every 
SMMUSD building?

The scraping, of course, made the 
already 40-years neglected mural look even 
worse. SMMUSD COO Carey Upton told 
me personally, when I asked if they took 
photographs before the scraping destruction, 
said yes they did, comprehensive, complete. I 
request to see those photographs.

I request that school board members 
cease all one-sided communication with 
artist Golden, except for necessary travel 
arrangements. I request that they provide us, 
SMWM, with notes of any communications 
that have occurred, or will. 

People are still repeating on social media 
and spreading the claims made by School 
Board President Jon Kean at that Oct. meeting 
about the wishes of Golden concerning the 
mural, which if true would be in complete 

SEE CURIOUS CITY PAGE 10
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Call 310-458-7737 to advertise in Flavor

flavor
m a g a z i n e

Spotlighting the finest

restaurateurs, recipes

from culinary

innovators and the

latest dining trends,

as well as parties

and events

throughout the

season.

Spring Edition
arrives

early March

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Citywide
Living While Dying: A Screening and Discussion 

Santa Monica Public Library will present a screening and discussion of the documenta-
ry Living While Dying (2017) on Saturday, January 11, at 2 p.m. in the Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Auditorium at the Main Library, 601 Santa Monica Blvd., Santa Monica.

Filmmaker Cathy Zheutlin chronicles the experiences of several people living with terminal 
illness who greet the inevitable with courage, humor, creativity and acceptance. Her curiosity 
about death leads her to seek the advice of an aboriginal elder and a deathwalker in Australia, 
witness a mass cremation in Bali, and ask her 90-year old mother to sit in a coffin while dis-
cussing end-of-life wishes. 

Zheutlin says that many of us are scared of death; we feel unprepared both for our own 
deaths and the deaths of people (and animals) we love. Living While Dying invites us to re-imag-
ine our own inevitable ending in new ways. Following the screening Delia Cortez shares about 
her work as a Palliative Care Social Worker at UCLA Medical Center. Palliative Care teams work 
with chronically, critically or terminally ill patients to better understand what is important to 
them. The goal is to provide the best quality of life possible by ensuring comfort and dignity 
throughout the disease process.

Please join organizers in learning more about end-of-life planning and local resources. This 
screening is free and open to all ages. Seating is limited and on a first-arrival basis. The Santa 
Monica Public Library is wheelchair accessible. For disability-related accommodations, call 
Library Administration at (310) 458-8606 at least one week prior to the event. The Main Library 
is served by Big Blue Bus routes 1, R10 and 18. Ride your bike. Bicycle parking racks are avail-
able at the library.

SUBMITTED BY JENNIFER BOYCE

Fairview Library
Music and Movement at the Library

Join organizers for a musical story time that will have little ones singing and dancing along 
as they learn important early literacy concepts at the Fairview Library on Friday, January 31, at 
3:30 p.m.  This free, 30-minute program is for children ages 18 months to 5 years old and will be 
held in the Community Room.  The Fairview Library is located at 2101 Ocean Park Blvd.  

The Fairview Library is wheelchair-accessible. For special disabled services, call (310) 458-
8681 at least one week prior to event. The Fairview Library is served by Big Blue Bus routes 8,16, 
and 44. Ride your bike. Bicycle parking racks are available at the library.

SUBMITTED BY CHRISTA MUSCATINE, YOUTH SERVICES LIBRARIAN

Fairview Library 
Read and Play

Spend the afternoon playing with family and friends in our indoor play space featuring a 
short family story time at 3:30 p.m., followed by self-guided play activities for ages 0-5 designed 
to cultivate key developmental skills on Saturday, January 25. This free, 90-minute program will 
be held in Fairview’s Community Room.  

The Fairview Library is wheelchair-accessible. For special disabled services, call (310) 458-
8681 at least one week prior to event. The Fairview Library is served by Big Blue Bus routes 8,16, 
and 44. Ride your bike. Bicycle parking racks are available at the library.

SUBMITTED BY CHRISTA MUSCATINE, YOUTH SERVICES LIBRARIAN

thanking her for creating a gym with a family-
like atmosphere.

“And, what we’re really hoping to do now 
is to copy the success that we’ve had over 
in Culver, which is really create an inclusive 
community where people of all ages, shapes, 
sizes, feel comfortable to come and work out 
and also just feel welcome,” Sklar-Mulcahy said, 
because the gym is about more than burning 
calories. 

“It’s really about coming in and creating a 
space where people feel safe and welcomed 
because you never know what people are going 
through outside your doors, so we just want to 
make sure that they feel the love when they’re 
indoors with us,” Sklar-Mulcahy said, “because 
that when the fun happens.”

CycleBar Santa Monica is set to begin hosting 
classes on Jan. 17th, and local residents are 
encouraged to visit its website —  santamonica.

cyclebar.com — to sign up for as many as three 
free classes.

“One thing that  sets us apart from other 
studios is that once you get in our doors, 
everything is included,” Sklar-Mulcahy said, 
mentioning the gym’s towel, shower and shoe 
rental services. “So you decide to bring yourself 
to the studio along with a change your clothes 
and we got you from there.”

Sklar-Mulcahy added there are a few 
different class times to choose from depending 
on one’s preference. 

“As we grow, we’re going to have a little bit 
of a limited schedule because we’re testing a few 
of the times once we first open as we build our 
membership base,” Sklar-Mulcahy said. “So to 
the people who are saying, ‘I want more classes.’ 
Invite your friends.” There’s plenty of room in 
the 2500 square feet gym featuring nightclub 
lights and music.

brennon@smdp.com

STUDIO
FROM PAGE 1

editor@smdp.com

SEND YOUR NEWS TO THE EDITOR
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Zack Hill By JOHN DEERING & JOHN NEWCOMBE

Agnes By TONY COCHRAN

Strange Brew By JOHN DEERINGHeathcliff By PETER GALLAGHER

Dogs of C-Kennel By MICK & MASON MASTROIANNI & JOHNNY HART

    Oneiric
 Adjective
 Of or relating to dreams.

 WORD UP!

office (310) 458-7737

DO YOU HAVE COMMUNITY NEWS?
office (310) 458-7737

RUN YOUR DBAs IN THE DAILY PRESS FOR ONLY $80
INCLUDES RECEIPT AND PROOF OF PUBLICATION. Call us today!

Mercury at a fortuitous angle to dreamy Neptune suggests you love yourself in the way you want other 
people to love you. It’s not because other people don’t or won’t figure it out eventually, but instructive role 
models make for faster learning. We don’t always get self-love ideas right. Still, we are the ones with the 
most clues about what we need.

Cosmic Self-Appreciation Day

ARIES (March 21-April 19). Every time you act from 
your inner authority, you grow in confidence and 
charisma. Check in with yourself to make sure you’re 
making decisions that are not just right for the eyes 
of society but are right for you. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). With children or those 
who can’t care for themselves, it’s appropriate to par-
ticipate unselfishly. But in relationships with capable 
adults, if only one person is doing the caring and 
compromising, it’s a problem. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). You have a fully formed 
identity beyond the time you spend with loved ones, 
and this is part of what makes it so exciting to spend 
time together. Everyone brings unique attributes to 
the table.  

CANCER (June 22-July 22). People change when they 
want to and are ready to and know how to. You may 
want to change, or you may want someone else to. 
Staying out of one another’s process and still being 
supportive will be tricky and yet doable. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Love is not blind. It is actual-
ly love’s deceiving doppelganger, infatuation, that 
chemically alters the mind, affecting perception in 
numerous ways. Account for this phenomenon with 
today’s fixations. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). You will ponder what you 
are and what you might be. The insights available to 
you await in a quiet space outside of the day’s events 
and responsibilities.  

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). You’ve tried things that 
worked and things that didn’t. As you experiment, 
watch out for a rebound situation. Opposite energies 
can be equally harmful. Often the best route out of 
harm’s way is a side step. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). If you feel an overwhelm-
ing urge toward the energies of pity or rescue, this 
is a red flag to heed. It points to a tendency to take 
responsibility for more than you should in the deal.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). You are a role model 
to people. You forget this but will be reminded of it 
today with the flattery of copycats. It really is the 
biggest compliment, though it also makes you think 
twice about what you’re modeling.   

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Multitasking isn’t usu-
ally the best way to get things done, but today you 
have a knack for working on 10 things at once. As 
long as two of the 10 things aren’t driving and texting, 
the day will be a winner.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). You’ll meet someone in a 
position to accept your gifts and help you go places — 
that is if you know where you want to go. If you can’t 
show it on a map, then try and relay as vivid a picture 
of it as possible.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). What do you think would 
happen if you were to raise your expectations of 
love? You might be disappointed or delighted by the 
way people rise to the occasion. It’s a risk that could 
be worth it.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY (JANUARY 08)

People depend on you, and this puts the fire in your belly to make something happen. You’ll learn tips and 
tricks that turn into money and relationships. You’ll experience closeness, fun and a great sense of safety 
inside of love. Libra and Virgo adore you. Your lucky numbers are: 5, 20, 44, 18 and 9. 

“I have had at least seven dreams involving a griffin. I 
don’t play fantasy role-playing games or read ‘Harry 
Potter’ books, and I didn’t even know what a griffin was 
until I told my dream to a friend who pointed out that the 
creature I was describing — with the hind legs of a lion 
and the head of an eagle — sounded like a griffin. Except 
my creature has a strange tail and no wings. What do 
you think this means?” Does the tail look something 
like a camel’s tail? And is your creature without ears? 
It might be the opinicus, an earless relative of the griffin 

that is sometimes born without wings. This category 
of mystical creatures represents the animal kingdom’s 
most regal, since the lion is king of the land and the 
eagle is king of the sky. And though they look ferocious, 
the opinicus is believed to be gentle. It is also known for 
loyalty, mating for life. If its partner dies, it doesn’t take 
on another. Perhaps you are having a relationship issue 
that the opinicus wants to help you through — a problem 
that can be solved through loyalty, patience, class, inner 
strength and grace. 

ASTROLOGICAL QUESTIONS

The King of Rock ‘N’ Roll was born today, and over 80 years later, fans around the world will celebrate the birthday 
of the legendary Elvis Presley. Presley was born when the sun, Mercury and Venus were all in Capricorn, a sign 
noted for hardworking ambition. These powerful placements were contrasted by a sensitive, empathetic Pisces 
moon and lucky Jupiter in sensual, shocking Scorpio.         Write Holiday Mathis at HolidayMathis.com.

CELEBRITY PROFILES
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SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S SUDOKU

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S CROSSWORD

Sudoku
Fill in the blank  
cells using numbers  
1 to 9. Each num-
ber can appear only 
once in each row, col-
umn, and 3x3 block.  
Use logic and pro-
cess of elimination to  
solve the puzzle.

SURF FORECASTS	 WATER TEMP: 59.9°

FRIDAY– FAIR – SURF: 1-2ft ankle to knee high
NW swell leftovers. Deep AM high tide shuts down the dawn patrol.

SATURDAY – FAIR – SURF: 2-3ft+ waist to stomach high
Modest new NW swell-mix may move into exposures. Deep 6’+ AM high tide is problematic. Blow through of NW 
winds — find wind blockage for the PM low tide.

SURF REPORT DAILY LOTTERY

Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the winning number information, mistakes can occur. In the event of any discrepancies, California State 
laws and California Lottery regulations will prevail. Complete game information and prize claiming instructions are available at California Lottery retailers. Visit the 
California State Lottery web site at http://www.calottery.com

Draw Date:01/04 
1  11  21  25  54  
Power#: 7
Jackpot: 258 M 

Draw Date: 01/03 
37  41  42  53  63
Mega#: 16
Jackpot: 69 M

Draw Date: 01/04 
25  29  31  33  42  
Mega#: 19
Jackpot: 11 M

Draw Date: 01/06
412  15  19  24

Draw Date: 01/07
Midday: 7  8  2

Draw Date: 01/06
Evening: 9  8  1

Draw Date: 01/06
1st: 12 - LUCKY CHARMS
2nd: 09 - WINNING SPIRIT
 3rd: 10 - SOLID GOLD
RACE TIME: 1:46.27
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SMDP STAFF CHOSE THE FOLLOWING FROM 51 CALLS ON JAN. 06

EMS 9th St / Olympic Blvd 12:13 a.m.
EMS 2000blk La Mesa Dr 12:50 a.m.
EMS 3000blk Urban Ave 1:10 a.m.
EMS 2nd St / Santa Monica Blvd 1:52 a.m.
EMS 2600blk Broadway 3:29 a.m.
EMS 1400blk Ocean Ave 3:42 a.m.
EMS 00blk Ocean Park Blvd 4:42 a.m.
EMS 1100blk Arizona Ave 5:15 a.m.
EMS 1100blk Arizona Ave 5:50 a.m.
EMS 1100blk Arizona Ave 6:42 a.m.
EMS 1300blk 17th St 6:56 a.m.
EMS 2200blk 22nd St 7:56 a.m.
Traffic Collision With Injury 20th St / 
Interstate 10 8:33 a.m.
Traffic Collision With Injury 26th St / Carlyle 
Ave 8:48 a.m.
EMS 2000blk Santa Monica Blvd 9:37 a.m.
Automatic Alarm 2900blk Olympic Blvd 9:39 
a.m.
EMS 900blk Wilshire Blvd 9:50 a.m.
EMS 1200blk 16th St 9:53 a.m.
EMS 1100blk 5th St 11:07 a.m.
Automatic Alarm 1300blk 2nd St 11:13 a.m.
EMS 1700blk Wellesley Dr 11:16 a.m.

EMS 1500blk 2nd St 11:20 a.m.
EMS 1000blk 2nd St 11:44 a.m.
EMS 1900blk Pico Blvd 11:50 a.m.
EMS 1300blk 20th St 12:36 p.m.
Elevator Rescue 300blk Idaho Ave 12:46 p.m.
EMS 2000blk Main St 1:22 p.m.
EMS 200blk Santa Monica Blvd 1:32 p.m.
Vehicle Fire 2700blk Wilshire Blvd 2:23 p.m.
EMS 1900blk Stewart St 2:31 p.m.
Haz Mat - Level 1 2800blk Wilshire Blvd 3:02 
p.m.
Traffic Collision With Injury 2700blk Pico Blvd 
4:29 p.m.
Haz Mat - Level 1 2400blk Cloverfield Blvd 
4:40 p.m.
Smoke Investigation 2000blk Ocean Ave 4:47 
p.m.
EMS 1800blk Warwick Ave 5:14 p.m.
Public Assist 2600blk Montana Ave 5:17 p.m.
EMS 200blk Montana Ave 5:28 p.m.
EMS 1100blk Lincoln Blvd 5:31 p.m.
EMS 1600blk Arizona Ave 6:00 p.m.
EMS 00blk Pico Blvd 6:07 p.m.
EMS 800blk Ashland Ave 6:20 p.m.

DAILY FIRE LOG

Classifieds 

$12.00 per day. Up to 15 words, $1.00 for each additional word.
Call us today start and promoting your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 40,000.

YOUR AD COULD RUN TOMORROW!*

(310) 458-7737 Some restrictions may apply. 

*Please call our Classified Sales Manager to reserve your ad space. 
Specific ad placement not guaranteed on classified ads. Ad must 
meet deadline requirements. See complete conditions below.

All classified liner ads are placed on our website for FREE!   Check out www.smdp.com for more info.

CLASSIFICATIONS
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale
Furniture

Pets
Boats
Jewelry
Wanted	vvTravel
Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos 

Rent
Houses for Rent
Roommates
Commercial Lease
Real Estate
Real Estate Loans

Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services
Computer Services
Attorney Services

Business 
Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness
Wealth and Success

Lost and Found

Personals

Psychic

Obituaries

Tutoring

HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY  9:00am - 5:00pm
LOCATION 1640 5th Street, Suite 218, Santa Monica, CA 90401

office (310) 458-7737

CALL TODAY 

AND PLACE YOUR 

CLASSIFIED

contradiction to what she has written for 
publication and expressed to Jerry and me in 
earlier phone conversations. 

If these requests, so long ignored, are not 
now accommodated very quickly, it will show 
bad faith on the part of SMMUSD to resolve 

this community issue fairly and honestly. 
I know nearly everyone at SMMUSD 

wants to do the right thing, and I believe they 
will.

Charles Andrews has lived in Santa Monica for 34 
years and wouldn’t live anywhere else in the world. 
Really. Send love and/or rebuke to him at  therealm-
rmusic@gmail.com

CURIOUS CITY
FROM PAGE 6

Call for dental coverage today
to help save money on big   
dental bills.

This is not just a discount plan. This is real 
dental insurance from Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company that helps pay for over 350 procedures – 
cleanings, fillings, crowns, even dentures.

• No annual maximum, no deductible

• See any dentist you want – including your own

• Preventive care starts immediately

• Over 50? Coverage as low as $1 per day

Call now to get this

FREE Information Kit

1-855-323-7468
dental50plus.com/santamonica

*Individual Plan. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive Benefits Rider. Network providers subject to change. Coverage not available in all states. 
Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is 
not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: 
P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN) Rider kinds B438/B439
6197

Ask about Network Savings!
Over 470,000 Provider Locations Nationwide

AW19-1031

Yes, there are problems, including 
homelessness, struggling public schools and 
scarce, costly housing. But California “is 
something the rest of the country looks up to,” 
Bloomberg said. “California has been a leader 
in an awful lot of things.”

His comments marked a sharp departure 
from views of President Donald Trump, whose 
administration has been in a long-running 
feud with the nation’s most populous state 
over issues from environmental protection 
to homelessness. Trump called California “a 
disgrace” last year shortly after its Democratic-
controlled Legislature passed a bill that would 
have required presidential candidates to release 
their tax returns to get on the 2020 ballot, a 
proposal aimed squarely at the president. It was 
later voided in court.

Bloomberg’s visit came as part of a swing 
through a state that he sees as central to his 
hopes of winning the White House. After a late 
entry into the race, Bloomberg is bypassing 
the first four primary and caucus states and is 
anchoring his strategy to California and other 
Super Tuesday states on March 3. 

His TV ads have been appearing routinely 
on television, attempting to connect with voters 
who might know little or nothing about the 
billionaire businessman.

With more delegates than any other state, 
California “has a lot of power in the nominating 
process,” Bloomberg noted.

His remarks veered from occasional jokes 
— he lamented that Los Angeles has two strong 
basketball teams, the Lakers and the Clippers, 
while the hapless New York Knicks have 
struggled for decades — to searing attacks on 
Trump’s leadership style and decision-making. 

Referring to the recent U.S. airstrike that 
killed top Iranian general Qassem Soleimani, 
Bloomberg said, “This president has a habit of 
making decisions impulsively ... and recklessly, 
as we’ve seen time and time again.”

“During crises like this one, it is critically 
important to ... deescalate tensions and not 
escalate tensions, and to not speak irresponsibly 
and make incendiary and bellicose threats 
that may provoke attacks and endanger our 
country,” he said. 

The political moderate argued that Trump 
has divided Americans, while he can unite 
them, and that as Washington languishes in 
gridlock, he has a record of accomplishment 
as mayor.

Among the crowd was Los Angeles investor 
Mike Connolly, who said he feared the 
Democratic Party was drifting too far to the 
political left and was drawn to Bloomberg’s 
fiscally conservative, socially liberal blueprint. 
And, importantly, he believes Bloomberg can 
defeat Trump.

“He’s got the right policies” for most 
Americans on critical issues like gun violence 
and climate change, said Connolly, an 
independent who voted for Presidents Bill 
Clinton and Barack Obama.

Campaign offices are typically drab affairs 
located in old storefronts or shopworn, budget-
rate offices. But Bloomberg’s virtually unlimited 
budget was on display — his cavernous office 
was in trendy downtown, its interior accented 
with industrial chic decor and lush plantings. 

Bloomberg earlier joined Mayor Eric 
Garcetti, a Democrat who flirted with 
a presidential run, for an early lunch at a 
downtown restaurant. 

“The mayor is paying for it,” Bloomberg 
quipped. “Ït’s a good deal.”

BLOOMBERG
FROM PAGE 1
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Petty Theft Report 300blk Santa Monica Pier 
12:13 a.m.
Battery Just Occurred 2nd St / Santa Monica 
Blvd 1:48 a.m.
Vandalism Just Occurred 1200blk 2nd St  
2:31 a.m.
Burglary Report 1000blk 12th St 3:30 a.m.
Hit And Run Misdemeanor Investigation 
400blk Hollister Ave 4:44 a.m.
Vandalism Report 2300blk Lincoln Blvd  8:12 
a.m.
Grand Theft Report 600blk 17th St  8:30 a.m.
Vandalism Report 1400blk 2nd St  8:31 a.m.
Traffic Collision With Injuries 26th St / Carlyle 
Ave 8:48 a.m.
Petty Theft Just Occurred 700blk Broadway  
8:50 a.m.
Vehicle With Excessive Parking Violations 
1300blk 12th St 9:05 a.m.
Vehicle Blocking Driveway 1000blk 5th St 
9:09 a.m.
Loitering 1800blk 9th St  9:26 a.m.
Vandalism Report 400blk Georgina Ave 9:30 
a.m.
Petty Theft Just Occurred 1400blk 3rd Street 
Prom  10:15 a.m.
Battery Report 1300blk 20th St  10:20 a.m.
Urinating/Defecating In Public 1700blk 9th St  
10:21 a.m.
Mark & Tag Abandoned Vehicle 1300blk 12th 
St  10:41 a.m.
Violation Of Restraining Order Report 1000blk 
11th St  11:02 a.m.
Failure To Pay Parking Fee 1500blk Pacific 
Coast Hwy  11:03 a.m.
Hit And Run Misdemeanor Investigation 
1300blk 20th St  11:05 a.m.
Vehicle Blocking Driveway 1000blk Harvard 
St  11:07 a.m.
Vehicle Parked In Alley 1800blk Euclid St 
11:08 a.m.
Vehicle With Excessive Parking Violations 
2400blk Santa Monica Blvd 11:27 a.m.
Traffic Collision - No Injuries 16th St / 
Montana Ave  11:38 a.m.
Traffic Hazard 1300blk Colorado Ave 11:52 
a.m.
Abandoned Vehicle 800blk 5th St 12:01 p.m.
Public Intoxication 1600blk Ocean Front Walk  
12:20 p.m.
Burglary Report 300blk Santa Monica Pl  
1:00 p.m.
72 Hour Psychiatric Hold 1700blk Ocean Park 
Blvd  1:08 p.m.
Fraud Report 1300blk Montana Ave  1:15 p.m.
Fraud Report 1900blk 17th St  1:17 p.m.
Vandalism Report 1300blk 2nd St  1:27 p.m.
Auto Burglary Report 200blk Santa Monica 
Pier  1:33 p.m.
Stolen Vehicle Recovered 3100blk 4th St  

1:35 p.m.
Fraud Report 1800blk 18th St  1:47 p.m.
Fraud Report 2400blk Colorado Ave  2:37 
p.m.
Burglary Report 800blk 4th St  2:46 p.m.
Vandalism Just Occurred 700blk Broadway  
3:13 p.m.
Theft Suspect In Custody 700blk Broadway  
3:16 p.m.
Abandoned Vehicle 700blk 21st Pl 3:17 p.m.
Burglary Report 200blk Santa Monica Blvd  
3:53 p.m.
Failure To Pay Parking Fee 2600blk Barnard 
Way  4:15 p.m.
Traffic Collision - No Injuries 19th St / Wilshire 
Blvd 4:19 p.m.
Auto Burglary Report 2600blk Barnard Way  
4:26 p.m.
Traffic Collision With Injuries 2700blk Pico 
Blvd  4:29 p.m.
Traffic Control Request - Level 1 29th St / 
Pico Blvd  4:42 p.m.
Vehicle With Excessive Parking Violations 
1500blk 6th St 4:55 p.m.
Traffic Collision - No Injuries Lincoln Blvd / 
Broadway  5:03 p.m.
Traffic Hazard 2800blk Lincoln Blvd  5:10 
p.m.
Traffic Hazard 2800blk Lincoln Blvd  5:11 p.m.
Assault Just Occurred 1800blk Cloverfield 
Blvd 6:21 p.m.
Vandalism Report 800blk 4th St 6:27 p.m.
Exhibition Of Speed 26th St / Olympic Blvd  
6:36 p.m.
Traffic Hazard 20th St / Broadway  6:44 p.m.
Indecent Exposure Now 1400blk Palisades 
Park 6:46 p.m.
Construction Noise 1400blk 20th St 6:56 p.m.
Traffic Hazard 1300blk Pico Blvd  7:20 p.m.
Auto Burglary Report 2500blk Beverley Ave  
7:22 p.m.
Traffic Hazard 17th St / Colorado Ave 8:04 
p.m.
Fraud Report 1900blk 17th St  8:09 p.m.
Strongarm Robbery Just Occurred 200blk 
Santa Monica Blvd 9:14 p.m.
Construction Noise 1300blk 20th St  9:37 
p.m.
Indecent Exposure Now 2000blk 20th St  
9:40 p.m.
Loitering 1200blk 9th St  9:43 p.m.
Silent Robbery Alarm 1400blk 3rd Street 
Prom  9:55 p.m.
Traffic Collision With Injuries 2000blk 
Cloverfield Blvd 10:01 p.m.
Exhibition Of Speed 800blk Pacific Coast 
Hwy  11:17 p.m.
Vehicle Parked In Alley 2400blk 20th St 11:51 
p.m.
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Crime Watch is culled from reports provided by the Santa Monica Police Department. 
These are arrests only. All parties are innocent until proven guilty in a court of law.

ON DECEMBER 22, 2019 AT 12:15 A.M.
Officers responded to the 1100 block of Alley 2 for reports 
of a dumpster fire. The contents inside the recycle bin were 
fully engulfed when officers arrived. Officers attempted to 
contain the fire with fire extinguishers but that had little 
effect. The embers from the fire had fallen into the trash can 
next to the recycle bin, starting a second fire. The bins were 
located to the rear of the Huntley Hotel. Due to the proximity 
of the fire to the hotel and the adjacent apartment build-
ing, both buildings were evacuated. There was surveillance 
cameras in the area that caught a description of a possible 
suspect. Arson investigators were able to obtain the footage 
and provide the suspect description to patrol officers. On 
December 23, 2019 at 3:30 p.m., the suspect was found in 
the area of 2nd and Wilshire and taken into custody. Calvin 
Jacob Herring, 43, homeless, was arrested for arson. Bail was 
set at $250,000. 

CRIME WATCH   BY DAILY PRESS STAFF

File photo
CALVIN JACOB HERRING 

Hotel & Bungalows for being an inspiring 
philanthropic leader in our community and 
to each of the donors who contributed this 
month to fund these important programs for 
Santa Monica students.”

“This incredible generosity should come 
as no surprise to any Santa Monica resident 
since local businesses have consistently 
worked hand-in-hand with the Santa Monica 
Education Foundation to support all students 
attending schools here in Santa Monica, said 
SMMUSD board president Jon Kean. “We 
are so fortunate to live in a community where 
everyone views themself as a stakeholder in 
the success of our students.”

Greenberg and foundation leaders said 
they expect the donations made during 
the December match campaign will fund 
a multitude of STEM programs in Santa 
Monica schools across the district, including 
the STEM classes at Franklin, Grant and Muir 

Elementary schools, an app design elective at 
John Adams Middle School and Project Lead 
the Way, which is a four-year engineering 
program at Santa Monica High School. 

“The results of our matches with the 
Santa Monica Education Foundation have 
been astounding,” and they are a superb 
example of what is possible when local 
businesses and families come together to 
support children said Ellis O’Connor of MSD 
Partners. “MSD Partners and The Fairmont 
Miramar Hotel & Bungalows are proud to 
be long-time supporters of public education 
in Santa Monica,” and they are honored to 
partner with the Ed Foundation and the 
entire local community to help ensure that 
Santa Monica’s students experience the best 
education possible.

Education Foundation officials said 
residents can visit smedfoundation.org for 
more information or to make a donation to 
support Santa Monica students.

brennon@smdp.com

ED FOUNDATION
FROM PAGE 1

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

LOS ANGELES
Jimmy Nelson, Dodgers agree to incentive-laden 1-year deal

Right-hander Jimmy Nelson and the Los Angeles Dodgers agreed Tuesday to a $1.25 million, 
one-year contract, an incentive-laden deal that could be worth $13.25 million over two seasons.

The 30-year-old pitcher spent the last six seasons with Milwaukee. Nelson was 33-46 with a 
4.22 ERA and 578 strikeouts and 240 walks. 

Nelson had his best season in 2017, going 12-6 with a 3.49 ERA. He ranked eighth in the 
National League with 199 strikeouts in 29 starts and ninth in ERA. However, he ended the season 
on the injured list with a rotator cuff strain. He missed all of the 2018 season with a partially torn 
labrum in his right shoulder.

Nelson returned last season and appeared in 10 games for the Brewers, making two starts. 
He was 0-2 with a 6.95 ERA and the team didn’t offer him a contract by Dec. 2, making him a 
free agent.

Nelson has a $750,000 salary this year, and the Dodgers have a $2 million option for 2021 
with a $500,000 buyout. 

If he pitches 40 games or 60 innings this season, the option would become a $5 million 
mutual option. The option price would escalate to $6 million for 110 innings, $7 million for 130 
innings, $8 million for 150 innings and $9 million for 170 innings.

The deal includes $2 million in roster bonuses for 2020: $1 million for making the open-
ing-day roster and $500,000 each for 45 days and 90 days active. There are performance 
bonuses this year of $250,000 each for 90, 110, 130, 150, 170 and 190 innings.

If the 2021 club option is exercised, Nelson could earn $250,000 each that year for 90, 110, 
130, 150, 170 and 190 innings.

ASSOCIATED PRESS
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310.581.8014

fresh deals
Organic Produce and Fresh Co-op Specials Jan 8 - Jan 21

$1.69 per pound
reg. $1.99

Loose Red Beets
$1.49 per pound

reg. $2.29

Celery

$0.99 per pound
reg. $1.99

Valencia Oranges

$2.99 each (6 oz)
reg. $4.99

Blueberries

$1.99per pound
reg. $2.59

Lemons
10% off 12 oz

reg. $2.8320% off 16 oz, 6pk
reg. $49.99

June Shine Alcoholic Kombuchas
Blood Mint, Honey Ginger, Painkiller

Vegan Violife Cheeses
Cheddar, Feta, Mozzarella, Parmesan, Smoked

6-Pack Juice Cleanse
Any 5  Cold Press Juices + Any 1 Almond Milk

10% off 8 oz
reg. $5.29

more deals at coopportunity.com

Santa Monica 
1525 Broadway 

Culver City
8770 Washington Blvd


