
BY JOHN WOOD
Daily Press Staff Writer

LAX COURTHOUSE — A judge
on Friday ordered Olympic silver
medalist Danny Harris freed, after
prosecutors said they no longer
could prove Harris committed a
pair of Santa Monica kidnappings
last fall.

Harris, who earned the silver
medal in 1984 in the 400-meter
hurdles, spent nearly two months
in custody for the kidnappings,
even after DNA evidence was

recovered that linked a different
man to the crimes.

Prosecutors agreed to dismiss
the seven felony charges against
Harris after the 75-year-old kidnap-
ping victim, who was assaulted
twice in her Sunset Park home, pos-
itively identified the other suspect
in a live police lineup this week.

Los Angeles Superior Court
Judge Katherine Mader apolo-
gized to Harris during Friday’s
proceedings, saying innocent peo-
ple sometimes get trapped in the
legal system.

“I know you’ve been in for a
while … and I apologize on behalf
of the court system for having you
in for this length of time,” Judge
Mader said.

Dressed in a jail-issued blue
jumpsuit, and standing with his
wrists bound behind his back,
Harris turned to a small group of
friends and relatives in the court-
room, smiled and mouthed the
words, “I’m coming home.”

Police arrested Harris in
November after trained blood-
hounds following the scent of a hat
left by the kidnapper led authorities
to Harris’ room at the Clare
Foundation, a rehabilitation facility

located off of Lincoln Boulevard
south of Interstate 10. Harris tested
positive for drugs in 1996 and was
barred from competing in the
Olympics. He has struggled for
years with a cocaine addiction.

Subsequent laboratory tests
showed the kidnapper’s hat con-
tained the DNA of Alonzo Taylor,
a three-strike criminal who was
arrested in late November for
allegedly stealing a car in East Los
Angeles. The two men, who share
similar physical characteristics,
claimed not to know one another.

Prosecutors initially refused to
drop the charges against Harris,
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New Scientist magazine reported in
September that Chris Melhuish
(University of the West of England, at
Bristol) was readying his EcoBot II, a
self-powered robot that runs on
energy produced by catching and
digesting houseflies (and breaking
down their sugars to release elec-
trons). The major downside: The
most efficient way to attract flies is
with sewage, which makes EcoBot II
unfriendly to humans.

In 1973, secret peace talks between
the United States and North Vietnam
resumed near Paris. 
In 1975, Judge John J. Sirica ordered
the release of Watergate figures John
W. Dean III, Herbert W. Kalmbach and
Jeb Stuart Magruder from prison. 
In 1982, American Telephone and
Telegraph settled the Justice Depart-
ment’s antitrust lawsuit against it by
agreeing to divest itself of the 22 Bell
System companies. 
In 1985, the Rev. Lawrence Martin
Jenco was kidnapped in Lebanon (he
was released 19 months later). 
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SUPER LOTTO
9  11  32  41  42 
Meganumber: 2
Jackpot: $68 Million

FANTASY 5
2  17  27  35  38

DAILY 3
Daytime: 4 7 1
Evening: 7 9 0

DAILY DERBY
1st: 08 Gorgeous George
2nd: 03 Hot Shot
3rd: 10 Solid Gold
RACE TIME: 1:46.31

DAILY LOTTERY

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
B Y  C H U C K  S H E P A R D

Features

THE UNDER $10 
DINNER SPECIAL

Served from 4pm - 10pm

1433 Wilshire Blvd at 15th St
310-394-1131

2444 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 102

Santa Monica, CA 90403

GABY SCHKUD

The name you can depend on!

Serving sellers and buyers

on the Westside.

(310) 586-0308 www.santamonicamusic.com

SONG WRITING
WORKSHOP

1 PM, JANUARY 15TH LIMITED SEATING

CALL (310) 453-1928
1901 Santa Monica Blvd. in Santa Monica

By Daily Press staff

The tsunami memorial service
planned for the Santa Monica Pier
has been postponed due to bad
weather.

The event, hosted by the Surf

Academy, is now scheduled to
take place next Saturday, Jan. 15,
between the hours of 11 a.m. and
1 p.m.

The service is designed as a
community gathering to share the
grief for victims and survivors of

the Dec. 26 tsunami that struck 11
countries in and around southeast
Asia. It also will be a fundraiser
for the Santa Monica Red Cross,
UNICEF and Save the Children.
The memorial is unique in that it
will include talks from five differ-

ent clergy members and will
include a “paddle out.” People will
paddle out to the end of the pier
and sit on their boards in a circle
formation.

For more information, call
(310) 372-2790.

Coming attraction

Nicky Five Aces/Five Aces Photo
A crowd packed into the new Aero Theater on Montana Avenue on Thursday
night to take part in the historic theater’s reopening.

Tsunami memorial postponed ... due to bad weather

Olympic champ clears legal hurdles
Prosecutors dismiss charges against Danny Harris
nearly two months after he was arrested for kidnapping

See DROPPED CHARGES, page 5

After two months in SM,
the circus-like horse show
rides off into the sunset
BY JOHN WOOD
Daily Press Staff Writer

SM BEACH — Two months and
more than 100,000 sold tickets
later, the circus-meets-horse show
Cavalia will pack up and leave
Santa Monica after its final show
tonight.

Since opening night on Nov.
10, performances of the show
have kept the white tent in the
parking lot north of Santa Monica
Pier an average of 80-percent to
90-percent full, said Normand
Latourelle, artistic director and
producer of Cavalia. The tent
holds up to 1,962 people.

Latourelle, 49, will next take

the show to Phoenix, Ariz. He
called the Santa Monica beach
parking lot the best venue locale in
the world.

“I first brought Cirque Du
Soleil here to Santa Monica back
in ’87-’88 and I had a great mem-
ory of bringing Cirque to Santa
Monica,” Latourelle said. “I came
to the pier and I said, ‘This is the
most beautiful site, a beautiful site
— this is where Cirque Du Soleil
should set up.’

“At the time, I thought it was
the best site in Los Angeles,” he
added. “When I came back with
Cavalia, I knew this was the best
site in the world.”

Specifically, Latourelle pointed
to the ocean setting and the central
location of the pier, which has
access to the largest population cen-
ter in North America. Latourelle

Cavalia packs it in

See PACKING IT IN, page 5
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LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
★★★★★ Your actions and words punctu-

ate the day of others. Don’t stand on ceremony.
Drop a barrier. Catch up on neighbors’ news. Swap
jokes. Use caution with a loved one, child or flirta-
tion. One or both of you are wearing rose-colored
glasses. Tonight: Roam within your immediate sur-
roundings.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
★★★ Put yourself on a budget before it is

too late. A family member might be hiding or keep-
ing information from you. Communication could be
touchy. Confirm important conversations. Be care-
ful with money transactions too! Tonight: Fun
doesn’t always have to cost an arm and a leg.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
★★★★★ You are in prime form. Do avoid

a manipulative person — or might this person be
you? Power plays will not work. Just express who
you are and your natural authenticity. You might be
surprised by how others respond. Tonight: What
would delight you most.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
★★ Sometimes taking time to process and

think through recent events, conversations and
your responses gains a different perspective. Open
up to a long-term friend or loved one. New people
aren’t the way you think they are. Tonight: Cocoon.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
★★★★★ Don’t even think of spending

time alone. Though others might change your
plans, you’ll enjoy yourself. Make new friends.
Touch base with old friends. Your immediate
desires could transform without your realizing it.
Tonight: Where the party is.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
★★★★ Take charge and deal with a diffi-

cult parent or associate. You need to take respon-
sibility for your side of a hassle. Accept the lime-
light. Accept the fact that you cannot change oth-
ers. Responsibilities call. Tonight: Bring others
together.

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:

★★★★★-Dynamic   ★★★★-Positive   ★★★-Average   ★★-So-so   ★-Difficult

ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
★★★★★ Head out the door and meet

friends or explore a new area. Hop into the car
and take a drive. Use your innovative and creative
mind when making plans. Refuse to do the same
old thing. Allow yourself to adapt plans to the
moment. Tonight: Different works.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
★★★★ Plan on spending quality time with

a special person. You might want to look at this
person as if he or she is a new acquaintance.
Revise your perspective; he or she might be trans-
forming before your very eyes. Understand that
everyone changes. With your rose-colored glasses
off, you’ll relate better. Tonight: Dinner for two.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★★★ Demonstrate flexibility with

others. People, events and plans could change
radically. Openness to a new style or approach
adds to your desirability. Others run the show.
Assume a passive, easy role; you might not have
a choice. Others reveal their true colors. Tonight:
Out and about.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
★★★ Respond to your needs and respon-

sibilities. Cancel plans if need be. Honor your pri-
orities right now, which might entail taking a nap.
Work on being in your prime, as your social life
will bloom as soon as this afternoon. Tonight:
Accept an invitation.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
★★★★★ Seize the moment and run with

it. Single or attached, your romantic, fun personal-
ity emerges. Not only do you add spice to your life
but also to those around you. Flex, and others will
adapt as well. A child could be tough but adorable
at the same time. Tonight: Romp the night away.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
★★★ Others seek you out for help. Be

responsible and touch base with parents, older
relatives and friends. Reach out when others
don’t. Home and family demand your attention.
Avoid a quarrel if possible. Move furniture. Clean
up. Invite others over. Tonight: A spontaneous
get-together.

Different works, Aries

MATT CRABBS
(310) 864-9034      352 WESTMINSTER AVE., VENICE

RESIDENTIAL

WANTED: RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY IN OCEAN PARK AND
SUNSET PARK. I HAVE QUALIFIED BUYERS PREPARED TO BUY

COMING SOON: VENICE, New contemporary, N. of Abbot Kinney, S. of Washington
2BD 2BA brand new loft over garage, new construction. 1,000SQFT loft. $1,199,000

COMMERCIAL

Wanted: Commercial Property Main Street Santa Monica.
Hermosa Beach Shopping Center Anchored by a major restaurant. Center includes medical group, salon, Pilates studio, boutique, office suites. 6%
cap rate $7,050,000
Manhattan Beach – New Listing 24,000 square feet of land, prime location, signalized corner. Fantastic opportunity!  Just reduced!
$2,099,000

CALL ME TO GET A PROFESSIONAL OPINION ON YOUR RESIDENTIAL OR COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE.

T R G

Join us for a lively and
sophisticated mexican

dining experience.

“Best Mexican food”
– Angelino Magazine

2003

“Best Ethnic Food”
– Bon Appetite

2003

The Spirit of Old World

Mexico Comes to the Westside

CREPA DE LANGOSTA YUCATECA

Yucatan style lobster artichoke and mushroom mousse crépe served
with a spicy papaya sauce

12217 Wilshire Blvd., in Los Angeles   Tel: (310) 820-2540

Sunset Grill
A  C O N T I N E N T A L  C A F E

All your delivery needs:  11AM 2:30PM  5PM 9:00PM Everyday

B R E A K F A S T  ■ L U N C H  ■ D I N N E R
Open from 7:30am - 9pm ■ Closed Sundays & Holidays

1701 Ocean Park Blvd. in Santa Monica  ■ 310-450-7546

A Spectacular Spot for Dinner

Y O U R  N E I G H B O R H O O D  C A F E  F O R  1 5  Y E A R S

Come in and taste our:
DRUNKEN CHICKEN

LAMB CHOPS
PORK TENDERLOIN

SUNSET QUICHE

OFFICE PARTY OR SOCIAL EVENT?

IMPRESS YOUR GUESTS WITH

CONTINENTAL CATERING.

CALL US FOR DETAILS.



LOCAL

boards  •  wetsuits
swimwear

clothing  •  accessories

12204 Venice Boulevard 
Mar Vista, CA 90066
(310) 397-8300 TEL
(310) 397-8931 FAX
www.rockerboardshop.com
info@rockererboardshop.com

SURF REPORT

The Surf Report is sponsored by:

SATURDAY 12:15 2.3 2:15 1.6 6:45 6.7 8:52 3.7

SUNDAY 1:08 2.2 3:00 1.9 7:33 7.1 9:34 3.9

MONDAY 2:00 2.0 3:43 2.0 8:21 7.2 10:16 4.0

TUESDAY 2:51 1.9 4:27 1.8 9:09 7.1 10:58 4.1

WEDNESDAY 3:45 1.8 5:10 1.5 9:58 6.7 11:42 4.3

THURSDAY 4:42 1.8 5:52 0.9 10:48 6.0 N/A N/A

FRIDAY N/A N/A 1:31 1.0 5:57 6.2 8:07 3.5

LOW TIDES HIGH TIDES
Morning Height Evening Height Morning Height Evening Height

Today the
water Is:

56°

P-block be waitin’ – bumpin’ tricky trackz in wait. Wind waves from
the WSW fade quickly through the day. The stormy WSW wind waves
penetrate pretty evenly throughout LA County, but central beaches face
the swell better, and consequently bigger. Generally, waist- to head-high
waves can be expected throughout, with sets hitting 1-2 feet overhead
at those more exposed spots — locally, larger waves are possible.
Beaches protected from the wind and open enough to the swell may
offer ridable storm peaks. Major high tide of 7 ft at 7am. Winds blow
from the south 10-20 knots.

Write us at wood@smdp.com and tell us what the surf is doing today
at your local break.
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ALL FORMS • ALL TYPES • ALL STATES

SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA
(310) 395-9922

100 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1800
Santa Monica 90401

BACK/UNFILED
TAXES?

THE Q-LINE
RESPONSES
ARE IN!

WE HAVE THE QUESTIONS.
YOU HAVE THE ANSWERS.

CHECK OUT THIS WEEK’S Q-LINE
RESPONSES ON PAGE 4.

‘Play It Again, Sam’ plays it at Samohi
By Daily Press staff

The Santa Monica Civic Light Opera, the professional presenting organization of
the Santa Monica High School Theatre Arts Program, has announced the extension
of its first show of the 2004-05 season, “Play It Again, Sam.”  

Two encore performances of the timeless Woody Allen romantic comedy “Play
It Again, Sam” will be presented in the Humanities Center Theater tonight at 8 p.m.
Tickets are $15 and may be purchased by calling (310) 458-5939, or online at
www.smclo.org. 

“‘Play It Again, Sam’ is the finest script Woody Allen ever wrote,” said Dr.
Frank X. Ford, artistic director of the SMCLO and Samohi theatre arts program,
who is directing the student-actors in the show. “It’s a play that sends absolutely
everyone home happy.” 

The play centers on Allan Felix, a nerdy film critic with no “dame,” who con-
jures up the spirit of “legendary tough guy” Humphrey Bogart to help fix his love
life. Of course, Bogey’s ways aren’t for everyone, as Allan finds out.

“Play It Again, Sam” is the high school’s first mainstage offering of the season,
which also includes “The Music Man,” bonus productions of “Who’s Afraid of
Virginia Woolf” and David Ives’ “One-Acts,” and the SMCLO’s professional-
alumni-student production of “My Fair Lady.”

A perennial favorite,” Play It Again, Sam” was produced at Samohi in 1985 and 1993. 
“This show is uniquely appropriate for high school students and high school actors,”

said Dr. Ford. “’Play It Again, Sam’ a journey of self-discovery, like many great works,
but it’s outrageously funny and thereby lessens the pain of the truths it reveals.

“I’ve done this play three times,” he added. “And it’s been three completely dif-
ferent plays because the actors have had the chance to make each role uniquely theirs.” 

The cast for “Play It Again, Sam” includes Anthony Alvarez, Rose Bloomfield,
Casey Corn, Stevie Evans, Nicole Fellows, Sara Frier, Nicole Jellen, Nick Leonard,
Caitie McNamara, Alex Nicolaou, Alex Pucci, Matt Rapore, Jessie Schechter, and
Nick White; the production team includes Noe Avila, Zoey Baldwin, Jo Davis,
Rachel Robinson, Logan Van Briesen, Joe Cincotti and Brett Fisher.  

“Play It Again, Sam” follows the tradition of many of Samohi’s most memorable
productions, including “The Life and Adventures of Nicholas Nickleby,” “Little Shop
of Horrors,” “Noises Off,” “The Diary of Anne Frank,” “Having Our Say,” “Cyrano
de Bergerac,” “Peter Pan,” and the joint Samohi-SMCLO production of Grease. 

Samohi is proud of its illustrious alumni, including actors Glenn Ford, Gene
Nelson, Oscar-winner Sean Penn, Oscar-nominee Robert Downey, Jr., Rob Lowe,
Charlie Sheen, Emilio Estevez, Holly Robinson, Dean Cain, Ryan Hurst, Wallace
Smith, Tessa Thompson, Matt Walker, Keith Coogan, John Augustine, Amber
Tamblyn, and Colleen Ford; and writers/producers Meredith Stiehm, and Zack
Estrin — among many others.  

Samohi roller hockey team advances
By Daily Press staff

In an exciting 4-3 victory in the semi-final playoff game, the Santa Monica High
School Roller Hockey Team sunk the Venice Gondoliers to advance to the champi-
onship game, to be played today against Redondo Beach. Redondo beat Mira Costa
in their semi-final game, 6-3. This will be the fourth time Samohi has advanced to
the championship, seeking that elusive first title banner ever. 

The game will be played today at 3 p.m., at the LA Kings Healthsouth Training
Center, 555 N. Nash Street in El Segundo. Admission is free.

Big Blue alters schedule for MLK Day
By Daily Press staff

The Big Blue Bus will operate on a Saturday schedule on Martin Luther King Jr.
Day, which is Jan. 17. Also, the Big Blue Bus customer service office will be closed.

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Kristine Johnson Fountain of JoyKristine Johnson Fountain of Joy
The Kristine Johnson Fountain of Joy is

seeking donations. Situated in a courtyard
garden  visible to the community, the foun-
tain will be a respite for those seeking faith,
peace and  hope amongst the challenges of

the world.

Donations to the Kristine Johnson 
Fountain of Joy may be sent to:

St. Augustine By-The-Sea Episcopal Church
1227 Fourth Street, Santa Monica, CA  90401

Re: Kristine Johnson Fountain of Joy
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✆ “The  beach is world-class. The
city is world-class. The people who pay
their taxes in our city are world-class.
The people who live here who pay their
taxes are world-class. Last, but not least,
the weather is world-class. One foot-
note, the Santa Monica Daily Press is
world-class.”

✆ “I’m sorry to say there is nothing
no longer really attractive or pleasant
about Santa Monica. If I had the oppor-
tunity and resources, I would leave
immediately and for good.”

✆ “When I first moved here I hated it.
I came from a small resort town and was-
n’t used to the grit of the city, especially
the homeless. I still don’t like them since
most of them are rude, bitter and are
criminals. But some of them add charac-
ter to the town. Anyway, after about two
years I began appreciating what Santa
Monica has to offer. I never drive my car.
I ride my bike to work and spend a lot of
time at the beach — walking, running,
bike riding, surfing and hanging out. And
I also like that the city has many different
neighborhoods that have completely dif-
ferent feels. I love Main Street and it’s so
much different than downtown, where I
spend a lot of time, as well as Montana
Avenue, where  I live.”

✆ “It’s a very innovative city. We’re
on a track star in a lot of countries and
also in this country. We’ve instituted a
lot of things and I think it’s just wonder-
ful. I really enjoy watching Bobby
Shriver, and ever since we’ve gotten this
Annenberg grant, that’s making our
community better. So let’s redevelop
and let’s not put in those huge towers
that that particular corporation wants to

do because that will destroy this city,
which is already too tight as it is with the
traffic.”

✆ “My answer is always the same:
The Santa Monica bike path. Anyone
who has rode a bicycle north of the
Santa Monica Pier to the end of the bike
path and has stood and looked out west
and north at the beautiful ocean and the
bay area between Pales Verdes and
Point Dume understands what I am
speaking of.”

✆ “Normally, I would say the won-
derful weather, but lately I can’t say
that. I will say that you can put up a sign
that says ‘Bush is a war criminal,
impeach Bush’ and nobody gets mad.”

✆ “What I like about living in Santa
Monica is absolutely nothing, except it
serves its purpose when you live under
rent control and that’s it. The day I move
out of Santa Monica will be one of the
happiest days of my life.”

✆ “Santa Monica is a good place to
live, and thanks to the majority of the
City Council not being controlled by the
self-serving ploys of the chamber of
commerce.”

✆ “Well, I don’t live in Santa Monica,
but my girlfriend does so I spend a lot of
time here. What we both like about Santa
Monica is that it’s easy to get around.
You can get around without a car. You
can go shopping. You can go to the
movies. If we were driving, you can park
your car and get around very easily.”

THESE ARE A FEW OF OUR FAVORITE THINGS
This past week, Q-line asked:

What do you like about living in Santa Monica?
Here are your responses:

With the dawning of the New Year,
I’ve come to accept a reality: I will never
be elected President of the United States.
It’s not just because of my lack of qualifi-
cations and my disinterest in public life.
It’s the hunting thing.

In the recent campaign, it became
obvious that Americans still like to see
photos of their candidates hunting. For
some bizarre reason, some voters feel that
getting dressed up like a tree and killing
animals is an obvious demonstration of
leadership qualities necessary to run the
United States.

As more and more women are national
political figures, will they participate in
these photo opportunities, too? Might we
soon see photos of Hillary Clinton or
Elizabeth Dole driving their SUVs down
a country road with a dead moose tied to
the luggage rack?

Hunters call what they do a “sport.” In
most sports, there is an attempt at having
an equal opponent. A heavyweight boxer
doesn’t fight a lightweight. The New
York Yankees don’t play a high school
team. And a world-class sprinter doesn’t
race against me. Long ago, hunting fell
into this category, too. Speedy hunters
chased fierce animals and then bravely
risked their lives as they subdued their
prey so their families could have some-
thing to eat. Sometimes they won the bat-
tle and sometimes they tragically lost. 

To suggest that today’s hunter is hero-
ically up against an equal opponent seems
pretty far-fetched.  He might not succeed
every time, but what are the odds that the
brave hunter might actually get shot by a
duck?  

If you put on your best running shoes,
chase after a bear, catch it, and wrestle it
into submission, I’ll be impressed. If you
jump off a cliff, and grab a flying goose in
mid-air, that’s something to brag about. If
you dive into the ocean, catch a marlin
with your bare hands, bring it back to
shore and then cook it for dinner, I guess
I’d have to call you a sportsman or sports-

woman. But if you’ve got the latest scien-
tific equipment, spend most of the time
hiding from your prey, and then kill it just
for fun, why should that make me want to
vote for you?

Hunters will tell you that part of the joy
of what they do is being outdoors, enjoy-
ing nature. But can’t they enjoy nature
without shooting at it?

So why is hunting so symbolically
important to American voters? Why
would anyone think that a hunter would
necessarily make a better leader than
someone who doesn’t hunt? Perhaps
hunting represents an earlier, idyllic
America in which men really did need to
hunt for their dinners. Hunters might say
that hunting demonstrates certain quali-
ties that are important to leadership. It
requires patience, concentration and
focus. I can’t argue with that. But there
are lots of other things that require
patience, concentration and focus. Like
flossing. Is hunting any more admirable
of a quality for a candidate than proper
dental hygiene? Why should an endorse-
ment from the National Rifle Association
mean more than one from the American
Dental Association?

Is the only remaining conclusion that a
large segment of our population feels
reassured, knowing that a candidate has
the ability to kill something? I hope not. I
hope it’s just a tradition that candidates
have gotten so used to that they don’t
question. Like kissing babies. Like
$1,000-a-plate dinners. Like giving the
“thumbs up” when they don’t know what
to say.  

Regardless of the reason, it seems like
it’s a tradition that’s going to be around
for a while. So, it’s clear I’ll never be
president. However, I still feel there’s a
chance I might someday be named to the
Supreme Court. After all, it would not be
a great compromise of my principles to be
photographed brandishing a macho fly
swatter. 

(Lloyd Garver has written for many
television shows, ranging from “Sesame
Street” to “Family Ties” to “Frasier.” He
also has read many books, some of them in
hardcover. He writes the “Modern Times”
column for CBSnews.com’s opinion page
and can be reached at smdp@lloy-
dgarvermoderntimes.com).

This Presidential hopeful
a dead duck in politics

MODERN
TIMES

BY LLOYD GARVER

OPINIONS EXPRESSED are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editori-
als from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention to publish
all letters we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to sack@smdp.com. All
letters must include the author’s name and telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices located at
1427 Third Street Promenade, Suite 202, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest editorials are subject to edit-
ing for space and content.

PLEASE SEND LETTERS TO:
Santa Monica Daily Press: Att. Editor 1427 Third Street Promenade Suite 202 Santa Monica, CA  90401

Or email: sack@smdp.com

FED UP WITH PICO VIOLENCE?
YOUR OPINION MATTERS



CAR ACCIDENT?
How to Protect Yourself
If You’ve Recently Been

In An Accident?…
Sacramento, CA — Car
Accident injuries are often
misunderstood. The pain
from automobile accident
injuries can last weeks,
months, even years down.
After an accident, many feel
frustrated because they don’t
know how they should feel,
how long it should take to
get better and what they
should do. A free report has
recently been available to
accident victims that
reveals...

✓ A common condition that
keeps many accident victims
from ever feeling normal
again.

✓ How to determine if you
may already have this sel-
dom discussed condition.

✓ How to protect yourself
from insurance company
abuse.

To get a copy of this free
report, Call 1-888-246-
3790. (Toll-free 24 hr.
recorded message.).
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Grilled & Cold Paninis

Gourmet Salads

Delicious Crêpes

2715 Main St. Santa Monica • (310) 399-9939
www.paninigarden.com

Since 1998

Eat inside or out in our beautiful lavender garden!

BREAKFAST - LUNCH - DINNER     |     CATERING/DELIVERY

CARTON SPECIAL

1434 Fourth Street,Santa Monica 310.393.9592 (parking in rear)

We honor all
manufacturer’s
coupons PLUS

an additional 5%

Santa MonicaSanta Monica TOBACCO & GIFTS

$30.99 
Marlboro, Camel, Newport,

Kool, Parliament, 
Virginia Slims, Winston

w/ COUPON
EXP. 1/31/04

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

claiming the two men may have been working together.
Though the victim only saw one kidnapper, at one point
she said the kidnapper threatened to kill her and burn
down her house, and referenced two accomplices.

In addition, prosecutors pointed to three eyewitnesses
who picked Harris out of a photo lineup. The three wit-
nesses were a next-door neighbor who chased off the kid-
napper with a gun, a nearby resident who saw the kidnap-
per strip off his shirt while fleeing the scene and the vic-
tim, who picked Harris along with two other people in the
photo lineup as possibly the person who assaulted her.

Authorities said the shirt the kidnapper left as he fled
the scene also contained Taylor’s DNA. A glove was
found at the victim’s home that investigators believed
belonged to the kidnapper, but no DNA was recovered
from it.

Harris remained in custody in lieu of $1.44 million
bail. The bail was set high partly because Harris had a
criminal record, including a conviction for stealing from
a family member last year. Despite that history, two of
Harris’ sisters at a recent court hearing said Harris had
begun living a clean and sober life. Weeks before his
arrest, he had taken out one of the sister’s children and
bought them gifts, and he planned to go to the other sis-
ter’s house for Thanksgiving, the sisters said.

Two live police lineups were conducted this week to
see if the eyewitnesses would tie Taylor to the kidnap-
pings. In the first lineup, Taylor stood in a line with five
inmates. In the second lineup, Harris stood with five dif-

ferent inmates.
None of the witnesses picked Harris. The elderly vic-

tim identified Taylor, and the other witnesses picked dif-
ferent prisoners, lawyers said.

“He is and always was innocent,” said Matt Huey,
Harris’ public defender, at the Friday hearing. “It high-
lights the problem with the photo identification, because
when these witnesses got the chance to actually see these
people live, the correct person was identified and the
innocent person was excluded.”

Asked if any explanation had been offered for how the
police hounds ended up at Harris’ room, Huey replied,
“Not that I’m aware of — and it’s awfully hard to cross
examine a dog.”

Los Angeles Deputy District Attorney Donna
Lebowitz told the court prosecutors were unable to pro-
ceed because of factual weaknesses in the case. She later
declined to say if Harris remained a suspect or when
charges might be pressed against Taylor.

“If they bring a case in and file it, then we’ll review
it,” she said outside the courtroom. “Right now, on this
evidence, I am unable to proceed.”

While prosecutors decide whether to build a case
against Taylor, Harris was expected to spend Friday
night with his family for the first time in nearly two
months. Joyce Harris, Harris’ sister and one of five rela-
tives and friends who attended the Friday hearing, said
she was anxious to have him back.

“He’s going home,” said Harris, a 40-year-old judge’s
assistant. “He’s going home with me. Tell them all —
he’s going home.”

Lineups help Harris win freedom
DROPPED CHARGES, from page 1

also joked the horses enjoyed being near the ocean.
“Since this time we have horses, we have created a

paddock in the back of the parking lot and the horses
have the feeling they are on the beach daily,” he said.

Only two bumps have cropped up during the show’s
Santa Monica run. The first was when a cable snapped on
opening night, dropping a performer about 15 feet. She
was bruised, but walked away from the incident. The sec-
ond bump was when foul weather rolled in, forcing
workers to scramble to get the show’s equipment to high-
er ground. 

“I told my people, ‘Well, I’ve been there many times
and Los Angeles is a desert,’ so everybody looks at me
and tells me I’m a liar,” Latourelle said.

Cavalia mixes the acrobatic athleticism of skilled rid-
ers with professionally groomed and trained horses from
around the world, set to a soundtrack of modern music
that’s played differently each night by live musicians.

Before coming to Santa Monica, where the show’s run
was twice extended because of its popularity, Cavalia
played at several other west coast cities. It started in San

Francisco, then went to Glendale, up to Seattle, back to
San Francisco and down to Del Mar before settling in
Santa Monica, according to Latourelle. The show’s end
is nowhere in sight, he added during a Friday interview.

“At first, we talked three years, but now we see a
much greater future,” Latourelle said. “We don’t see the
end of it. We have such great demand all across the
United States.”

In addition to selling more than 100,000 tickets to 56
shows, at an average cost of $79, Latourelle said Cavalia
employed more than 200 area residents, who did every-
thing from groom the horses to sell concessions, drive
the parking shuttles and set up the tent. The tent is sched-
uled to come down Monday, weather permitting.

City Hall also profited from the show’s run. The beach
parking lot often is rented out to large movie shoots and
for other events at a daily rate of about $10,000 to
$12,000, officials said. With Cavalia, a lower total rate
likely was negotiated because of the duration of the
show, though show managers declined to say how much
they paid. City officials also couldn’t peg an exact figure
on Friday, because they were away from their desks.

Cavalia run helped fuel city coffers
PACKING IT IN, from page 1

See PACKING IT IN, page 7
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1008 Olympic Blvd. Santa Monica CA 90404 • (310) 450-0300 • fixitright@verizon.net
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Satisfaction Guaranteed
Fast & Friendly Service
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FREEFREE
Tow, Pick Up, Delivery, Estimates
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10% OFF
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ad

GOING
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How are those resolutions coming this
first week of 2005? I gave up drinking.
That was until last night at dinner when a
glass of wine sounded really good. But I
did start swimming, again. Actually, I
started thinking about starting swimming
again but I am really going to the pool
next week. I did, however, give up coffee.
That is, until I woke up on New Year’s
Day with a little bit of a hangover. Oops.
When I went to bed at 11:30 p.m. on New
Year’s Eve, I spent exactly eight hours as
the exact person I was resolved to be for
the coming year. Then I woke up and
there they were — all of those tempta-
tions, time-constraints, traffic jams and
alarm clocks that make it impossible for
all of us to reach perfection. My sugges-
tion — hit the sleep button and relax.

The problem with life is that it’s hectic,
messy and never quite what you are
expecting. In a perfect world, I would get
paid more for teaching middle school than
my younger brother does as a bell hop.
Days would be 28 hours long with two
extra hours for sleeping and two for work-
ing out, and bread products everywhere
would be allowed back into pantries and
lunch boxes where they belong. Oh yeah,
beer would also come in seven-packs, or
we could just get rid of Mondays. I am
really open to either option. Until these
things happen though, we will have to
work with what we have and adjust our
goals, resolutions, and workouts accord-
ingly.

Probably the biggest constraint for
most of us is time, or lack thereof. Most
people are off to work in the dark and
stuck in traffic as the sun is setting. That
doesn’t leave much daylight for working
out. That, however, is why God created
gyms. I have never been much of a gym
fan in the past, but living in LA has made
me realize that it’s a wonderful option for
those people smarter than me who would
rather not run around dodging cars after
dark. Gyms also are great because you
can cruise in, get a quick 30-minute work-
out, and get out before your body really
has time to know what’s going on. The
other great thing about gyms is that there
are always other people there. Misery
loves company, and for some reason it’s
always easier to sweat if there are other
people around you sweating too.

Another major constraint, especially in
LA, is space. Going for a jog in many
places means dealing with traffic, inter-
sections and pavement. Still, I am contin-
ually impressed with the creativity that I
have seen from people determined to get
their daily workouts in. When I first
moved here, I stumbled upon just such an
example — the Santa Monica stairs. If
you are not familiar with “the stairs,” they
are at the dead-end of Fourth Street, just
north of San Vicente Boulevard. If you
are already a regular stair user, I apolo-
gize for giving up your secret workout
stash.

On any given day, at any given hour,
you are bound to find people dragging
themselves up and down the stairs, all 165

of them. I didn’t count, they’re numbered.
When I first ran by the stairs I have to
admit that I turned my nose up at the
thought. However, as I was planning my
strength training routine for the winter, I
started looking for a nearby hill suitable
for running repeats. Unable to find any-
thing free of stoplights that was long
enough, I finally put aside my snobbery
and made my way to the stairs. Now, I am
hooked.

If you have not run the stairs before, let
me suggest a few reasons you might want
to add a few sets of stairs to your weekly
routine.

1. Stair work is a great way to build
strength, speed and muscle definition. If
you are a runner or a cyclist, this can
mean a little extra power on the hills and
flats come racing season. If racing is not
your thing, it will help tone those places
you want to show off if the sun ever
comes out again.

2. As with the gym, misery loves com-
pany. You will never be alone when run-
ning the stairs, and there is usually some-
one else there who looks like they must be
feeling worse than you. However, this can
also be a bad thing. From what I can tell,
Boeing designed the stairs, and they
apparently used the same measurements
for an average person as they do in the
coach class of their planes. So, if you go
to the stairs, be prepared to get sweaty.
And, it’s not always from your own
sweat.

3. You never know what you will see
on the stairs. I have seen plastic suits,
ankle weights, a guy wearing a scuba
tank, and women lugging wedding rings
that make the guy with the scuba tank
look like a wimp. And, this is LA, so you
might even see someone famous.

4. A set of stairs will give you a lot of
physical bang for your fitness buck. If you
go at a quick clip and minimize your rest
between repeats you can get a good cardio
session along with your strength training.

5. Though it really is not much differ-
ent than a stairmaster, at least it’s outside.

Before you run out and run 20 sets of
stairs you should know a few things. First,
you will be sore after your first time, your
second time, and… well, you will proba-
bly be sore every time, but if you stick
with it, it gets easier. If it is dark or wet,
the stairs can be a little treacherous.
There’s my warning, no lawsuits please.
Finally, running the stairs is not a magical
ticket to a new body. It should be a part of
a training routine that includes other
forms of exercise and rest. Running the
stairs every day will not get you any-
where, literally.

As you seek perfection in 2005 you
will undoubtedly get a little down at some
point and start to feel like you are just run-
ning in place. When this happens, come
on out and join the rest of us on the stairs
who are “literally” running in place. It
probably won’t change your life, but it
might take your mind off of everything
else for a while as you concentrate on not
tripping. If you do hit the stairs this year,
look for me. I’ll be the sweaty guy ...
without the scuba tank.

(Thaddeus Reichley is a local teacher
and pro triathlete. He recently won the
solo division in the “24 Hours Of LA.”
Look for his column every other week in
the Daily Press weekend edition).

Stepping up workouts
in ’05 an uphill battle

EXERCISE
YOUR RIGHT

BY THADDEUS REICHLEY

Do you have community news?Do you have community news?
... Submit news releases... Submit news releases
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or fax 310.576.9913or fax 310.576.9913
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American Red Cross
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Tax deductible.
No DMV hassle. 

The call is free!
And so is the pick-up!

1 - 8 6 6 - 7 7 3 - 3 2 7 6

RESOLUTIONS?
HYPNOTHERAPY WORKS!

•STOP SMOKING

•WEIGHT LOSS       

•MOTIVATION 

Initial Consultation is always free. 
Discounted 1st session with this ad!

Marion Williams C.Ht  
Certified Hypnotherapist (310) 739-1132 SANTA MONICA

WINDOW TINTING

2410 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica
(310) 453-3541

www.automotiveentertainment.com
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CALL US FOR FREE COST SAVING 
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w/ this ad
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Local Doctor Breaks His Silence…

Back Pain Relief
Secrets Revealed!
Sacramento, CA — A
local doctor's shocking new
FREE report reveals the
truth about using over the
counter drugs, and even pre-
scribed drugs to fix the real
cause of your low back pain:
They don't work!

If you've been told you
need surgery on your low
back, you must find out the
#1 reason most low back
surgery's are ineffective or at
best only offer short-term
pain relief. 

Readers will also discov-
er what many university

studies  have proven to be
the most effective, safest,
and longest  lasting treat-
ment for eliminating YOUR
low back pain.

Don't suffer with your
pain another day because
you don't have to!

To receive a copy of the
FREE report entitled: "The
Truth About Low Back
Pain And How To Eliminate
It Once And For All
Without Drugs Or
Surgery!" call toll-free 1-
888-241-2207 and listen to
the 24 hr. recorded message.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T
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BY RUKMINI CALLIMACHI 
Associated Press Writer 

PORTLAND, Ore. — Kobe Bryant is no longer a fashion
icon. For the last month, Bryant’s No. 8 Lakers jersey —
previously one of the best sellers in the world — has fall-
en out of the top 50, according to point-of-sale data tab-
ulated by a Florida market research firm. 

Bryant’s NBA jersey was still the 10th-highest selling
jersey for the year, but he finished the month of
December at No. 72 — and in one week plunged to No.
90, a drastic slide for the player many once saw as the
sport’s next marketing golden boy. 

“I would never have thought it would have dropped
off like this,” said Neil Schwartz, director of marketing
and business development for SportsScanINFO in West
Palm Beach, which tracks weekly sales data from sport-
ing goods retailers nationwide. 

Bryant’s marketability has likely been hurt by the flur-
ry of bad press he’s been receiving lately, analysts say. It
began with his rape case and included his feud with for-
mer teammate Shaquille O’Neal, his spat with current
teammate Karl Malone and a new book by former coach
Phil Jackson that portrays Bryant as an aloof prima donna. 

Before the season started, O’Neal was traded to the
Miami Heat and Jackson retired — departures that many
fans have blamed on Bryant. 

“I was a big fan, but I just can’t wear his jersey any-
more,” said Patrick Buan, 27, of Victorville, Calif., who
last month put up for sale his four Bryant jerseys on eBay. 

Bryant’s agent, Rob Pelinka, did not return calls seek-

ing comment. Nike Inc., Bryant’s main sponsor, also
declined to comment, saying only that Bryant remains
under contract with the company. 

Officials at AEG, which owns Staples Center, said
sales of Bryant’s jersey had dipped noticeably at the store
in the arena in recent weeks. They said the problem
began early this summer as Bryant prepared to face crim-
inal rape charges — which were later dropped after his
accuser said she did not want to participate in the trial. 

“He’s such a significant player that we weren’t willing
to make all those goods and have him go to jail,” said
Alan Fey, vice president of merchandising for AEG. 

Schwartz said Bryant’s legal troubles could account
for a drop in sales in the summer. 

In June — when the preparations for Bryant’s rape trial
were going full tilt — three of Bryant’s jerseys occupied
the first, third and fifth spots in terms of units sold,
according to Schwartz, whose company tallies numbers
from a wide range of retailers.

Industry insiders say that while fans may have been
willing to look the other way during the rape scandal,
they seem far less willing to forgive him now for what
they see as the breakup of a championship team. 

“I think a lot of people were understanding of the rape
trial, because there are a lot of cases of players being
entrapped,” said Bob Dorfman, executive vice president
of Pickett Advertising in San Francisco. 

“But it’s all about winning — that’s what tickles the
cash register. When he jeopardized that by single-hand-
edly blowing apart the team, it was the final straw for a
lot of people.” 

Airball: Fans shunning Bryant’s jersey

Most city departments are closed every other Friday in an
effort to reduce automobile trips and thereby help the
environment.

“The arrangement made with Cavalia certainly had a
positive impact on city revenues, and it’s a good thing for
the community to utilize those parking lots in a season
when they’re not fully utilized,” said finance director Steve
Stark, reached Friday afternoon on his mobile phone.

City Councilman Richard Bloom, who said he saw the
show twice, added Cavalia also paid for security and
inspection services during their Santa Monica run.
Bloom said he would miss the white “big top” that’s

become part of the recent horizon.
“It’s been a good run, and I think it does add a kind of

festive feel there to the beach area, to see the tent,”
Bloom said. “It’s very beautiful when it glows at night
and compliments the pier quite nicely.”

For Latourelle, Phoenix beckons. His first show is
scheduled for Jan. 25, giving him just enough time to set
up in yet another city. A co-founder of Cirque Du Soleil
who worked with the outfit for five years until 1990,
Latourelle said he never was bitten by the acting bug. 

“I’ve never been on a trapeze, never performed,” he
added. “I’m a grounded guy. I always, you know, have
my two feet very solid on the ground, but my head is very
high in the sky.”

Big top to disappear from city skyline
PACKING IT IN, from page 5
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BY RYAN PEARSON 
Associated Press Writer 

LA CANADA FLINTRIDGE — Dawn was
breaking across the twisting, two-lane
mountain road that Bertha Escutia always
took from her Palmdale home to her job
some 60 miles away in the Los Angeles
suburb of Glendale. 

A voice on the radio warned against
driving while sleepy, but she was alert
when her small Ford Focus hit a slippery
spot. Panicking, she pushed hard on the
brake. The car veered left then right
before leaving the road and crashing into
a large bush. 

A few feet farther was a nearly sheer
drop. 

Escutia escaped with minor cuts and
now prefers the headaches of the main
highway over the risky back road. 

“I feel like I was born again, like I was
given a second chance to live again,” said
Escutia, who normally commutes with her
husband. “So we’re thinking we won’t
take any chances.” 

In sprawling cities across the West,
commuters long ago extended rush hour
to hours, clogging freeways until they feel
more claustrophobic than free. Fed up
with the daily crawl, coffee-swigging
workers are turning to once-quiet back
roads as shortcuts from far-flung bedroom
communities to urban jobs. 

The flood of traffic on roads that some-
times lack guardrails, lights and turnouts
can be a killer combination. Federal sta-

tistics analyzed by The Road Information
Program reveal the danger. 

The Washington-based group found
that in 2003, the death rate on major high-
ways was 0.78 people for every 100 mil-
lion miles traveled, compared to 1.79
deaths on smaller roads. 

“We know clearly that if you’re on a
two-lane winding country road — as
opposed to an interstate — regardless of
the speed, you’re more likely to be in an
accident,” said Peter Kissinger, president
and CEO of the AAA Foundation for
Traffic Safety. 

Transportation planners are struggling
to keep pace with the changing traffic pat-
terns, said Alan Pisarski, a transportation
consultant. 

“Fundamentally what we’re talking
about is a conflict between the design of
the road and its function,” he said. 

Some officials are urging the quick
installation of “rumble strips” and warn-
ing signs, said Frank Moretti, director of
policy and research for The Road
Information Program. Long-term, they
want to make the roads bigger. 

Officials in Portland have knocked
down trees and homes to expand two-lane
Scholls Ferry Road into a five-lane com-
muter highway connecting suburban
neighborhoods to downtown. 

Outside Seattle, where farmland and
evergreen forests have given way to sub-
divisions and strip malls, engineers are
spending $30 million to widen key
stretches of State Route 9. 

Most intersections don’t have traffic
lights and crashes have occurred when
impatient drivers took their chances enter-
ing traffic or making left turns. 

As traffic has increased, accidents on a
37-mile stretch of the road jumped from
235 in 1993 to 406 in 2003, according to the
Washington Department of Transportation. 

East of San Francisco, commuters in
fast-growing suburbs are flooding two-
lane Vasco Road. A task force was
formed in 2003 to study the situation after
there were 46 crashes and seven deaths
along the 15-mile road. 

Recent improvements include rumble
strips, feedback signs that display speeds
and other information, and the designation
of one stretch for daytime use of head-
lights. 

On Angeles Crest Highway, near the
scene of Escutia’s accident, three people
died and seven were injured last month
when a van pool headed to NASA’s Jet
Propulsion Laboratory plunged 200 feet
down the mountain. Highway Patrol offi-
cials haven’t yet determined the cause. 

Escutia glimpsed the white crosses
marking the deaths just before she
crashed. 

“I didn’t even have time to scream, or
like in the movies to cover my face or any-
thing,” she recalled. “You really don’t have
to do much for something to happen.” 

Law enforcement officials warned that
the eye-glazing familiarity of daily travel
can breed contempt for rules of the road. 

CHP officer Vincent Bell said stepped-
up law enforcement reduced accidents on
Angeles Crest and nearby roads — for a
time. After 24 fatal crashes in 2 1/2 years,
Bell’s office used a state grant in 1999 to
fund a two-year boost in motorcycle and
helicopter patrols. 

There were just five traffic deaths on
the mountain during the program, but the
money ran out and the troubles returned.
Eleven people died there in 2004. 

“They feel very comfortable,” Bell said
of mountain commuters. “A lot of times
that’ll give people a false sense of securi-
ty. They’ll speed, they’ll tailgate. ... It’s
frightening.” 

The road less travelled offers reprieve at a price
“I feel like I was born again, like I was given

a second chance to live again. So we’re thinking we
won’t take any chances.” 

BERTHA ESCUTIA 
Commuter
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BY KEN RITTER 
Associated Press Writer 

LAS VEGAS — An impromptu relief
effort was mobilizing Thursday in southern
Nevada after an Army Reserve officer sent
home a plea for food to feed starving Iraqi
police dogs at a training center in Baghdad. 

Army Reserve Capt. Gabriella Cook
begged her friends to come to the aid of 12
undernourished German shepherds and one
black Labrador retriever trained for bomb-
detection and attack at the Iraqi Police
Academy. She said the Iraqi animals have
been eating table scraps and garbage. 

“The dogs are starving and urgently
need dry dog food,” Cook wrote in an e-
mail to friends in Las Vegas. “Some of
them have already died. Half of them are
sick. We have no way of buying any actu-
al dog food here.” 

The Las Vegas Valley Humane Society
was swamped with offers of cash and
bags of dry dog food for the 13 dogs after
a Nevada newspaper reported Cook’s plea
Wednesday. Cook said the animals were
the Iraqi Interior Ministry’s only bomb-
sniffing police dogs. 

Judith Ruiz, president of the nonprofit
humane society, accepted a $5,000 check
from a Las Vegas sports gambling handi-
capper and said she was trying to arrange
transportation for the food. 

Cook was elated, said Diana Paivanas,
a friend in Las Vegas who said offers of
help came from people in states including
New Hampshire, Florida, Texas, Ohio and
New York. Paivanas said pallets of dry
dog food had been contributed, and the
humane society was looking for storage
space while awaiting shipment to Iraq. 

"I’ve heard from her twice this morn-
ing,” Paivanas said Thursday. “She’s so
excited.” 

A Henderson, Nev., veterinarian said

his telephone started ringing with offers
of help after he was quoted in the Las
Vegas Review-Journal report about
Cook’s request to “please send all the dog
food you can.” 

“If one dog smells one bomb and saves
a platoon’s life, it’s worth it,” Terry
Muratore told The Associated Press.
Muratore treats several pet cats and dogs
that Cook has at home in Las Vegas. 

Cook, a Las Vegas police officer, is
commander of the Las Vegas-based 313th
Military Police Detachment. The unit
arrived in Baghdad on Dec. 13 to train
Iraqi police, including Iraqi officers with
dogs trained to detect explosives. 

“That is so wonderful,” she said in a
Wednesday e-mail thanking Paivanas for
the quick response. “It’s neat that it comes
all together now.” 

“PS,” she wrote, “the Iraqi bomb dogs
helped us Americans to sniff out a build-
ing.” 

In Washington, an aide to Sen. John
Ensign, R-Nev., said the senator was ask-
ing the Army about the health of the U.S.
military’s working dogs in Iraq. Ensign
also is a veterinarian. 

“The concern is that these animals play
a vital role in the security operations out
there by sniffing for weapons that could
take lives,” Ensign aide Jack Finn said.
“They have to be taken care of, and if they
are not we have to find out why.” 

In Baghdad, military officials at the
Combined Press Information Center said
they were checking Cook’s report. But
military spokesman Staff Sgt. Don Dees
said Thursday the care and feeding of
Iraqi police dogs was separate from U.S.
military working dogs. 

“Each dog handler deploys with their
dog and 180 days of rations,” Dees said of
U.S. canine teams. “The MPs tell me some-
times the dogs eat better than the handlers.” 

Going to the dogs: Effort
to aid Iraqi canines starts
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KARAOKE! Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday & Sundays  NO COVER

Great Food...Great Cocktails ...Great Crew... GREAT FUN!!

318 Santa Monica Blvd. • Santa Monica
310-458-5350 • www.britanniapub.com

A Great Place To Anchor

Full Bar • Restaurant • Live Music
Heated Patio • Delivery

Low Carb Menu Available!
Open Sat & Sun at 9:30am for Breakfast

Wednesday Night 
Live Band

B E G I N N I N G  F E B R U A R Y  2 N D

“The Place for

Superbowl Sunday”

BY WILL LESTER 
Associated Press Writer 

WASHINGTON — The American public
has a pretty cloudy crystal ball. 

Polls were never intended to predict
the future — and that’s probably a good
thing, given their limited success at fore-
casting. 

While the American public’s reading
of the economy is usually quite accurate
and can hint at future spending trends, the
public struggles when trying to predict the
future. 

For example, most Americans in mid-
1965 said they thought the United States
would be more successful than the com-
munists at winning over the Vietnamese
people. 

Most said in the late 1980s that a cure
for AIDS was likely before 2000. 

In early 2001, most thought health
problems would keep Vice President Dick
Cheney from completing a full term. 

None of these predictions came true. 
“The American public doesn’t have a

good track record as a predictor of
events,” said Karlyn Bowman, a polling
specialist at the American Enterprise
Institute who has studied public attitudes
about the future. 

When done carefully, polling fares
well at measuring attitudes. Poll questions
about future expectations can provide an
important part of that picture. 

For instance, the information that a
majority of Americans fear a terrorist
attack says plenty about their continuing
anxiety. 

And when more than half say they
don’t expect Iraq will be able to establish
a stable government, that’s a good indica-
tor people have shaky confidence in how
things are going there. 

One of the most reliable predictors of
behavior can be found in economic
polling. 

“Where questions about the future are
most relevant is with regard to economic
expectations and purchasing,” said Robert
Shapiro, a public opinion specialist at
Columbia University. Expectations and
future spending behavior become closely
linked in economics. 

The public has a very good vantage
point to sense what’s happening with the
economy — talking with relatives, friends
and neighbors while watching what goes
on with prices of items like food and
gasoline. 

They are especially good at sensing
when there are problems in the job mar-
ket, said Richard Curtin, director of con-
sumer surveys at the University of
Michigan. 

"Personal information drives their
views about the unemployment rate,”
Curtin said. “If your employer lays some
people off, you know about it that day.
That’s about the same if it’s your neigh-
bor’s employer or spouse’s employer.” 

Consumer confidence surveys are less
about predicting the future than under-
standing influences that could affect con-
sumer behavior. 

“Asking people about the future tells you
more about what they think at the present
than anything else,” said Thomas Riehle,
president of Ipsos-Public Affairs, which
does its own consumer confidence survey
for The Associated Press. For example, peo-
ple worried about job security might be less
likely to make major purchases. 

When people are asked about situa-
tions of which they have little firsthand
knowledge, their responses are largely
guesswork. But even in those cases, there
have been instances when public expecta-
tions were on the mark. 

Seven in 10 in the late 1980s said they
thought it was unlikely that communism
would largely disappear in the next
decade. While diminished, communism
didn’t disappear. 

In January 1973, people were slightly
more inclined to think a peace agreement
in Vietnam would not last. Within a cou-
ple of years, their doubts were proved cor-
rect. 

And sometimes people just tend to
believe the worst will happen. 

Asked in the late 1990s whether the
crime rate will rise over the next 50 years,
a majority said they thought it would. 

“When asked questions on expecta-
tions about the nation’s social fabric,”
Bowman said, “people are generally pes-
simistic.” 

Peering into crystal ball
never Americans’ forte

warren@prusd.com • www.sandiegohomesdowntown.com

2 bed 2 bath + den  1,680  sqrft   ocean views! ......$750,000
2 bed 2 bath 1,221 sqft Ocean Views!!...............$550,000
2 bed 2 bath 1,700 sqft Prime water view location..........$1,265,000
2 bed 2 bath + den Penthouse level. Water Views!!!  ..........$1,425,000

Chris Warren
(619) 818-1666

Discover Opportunity...
Just two hours away, Downtown San Diego is booming. 

Minutes to dozens of world class golf courses, parks and the historic Gaslamp
District...and the best ocean views in Southern California!



BY GEORGE GEDDA 
Associated Press Writer 

WASHINGTON — The skies over Asia
are being darkened these days by an abun-
dance of relief-bearing cargo planes,
reflecting the huge outpouring of interna-
tional sympathy and support in response
to the tsunami crisis. 

But in eastern Congo and other regions
of Africa afflicted by humanitarian hard-
ship, people might reasonably ask, “How
about some relief for us?” 

The crisis in the Democratic Republic
of the Congo is widely viewed as the
world’s deadliest. 

A study released Dec. 9 by the New
York-based International Rescue Comm-
ittee reports that 3.8 million people in
eastern Congo have died since 1998 and
that about 31,000 continue to die monthly
as a result of continuing conflict. 

However tragic the fallout from the
Indian Ocean tsunami may be, the number
of victims will not be comparable to those
in Central Africa. As of Tuesday, the
tsunami death toll was about 150,000. 

Led by a $500 million commitment
from Japan, some $2 billion has been
pledged thus far for the tsunami’s victims.
According to the IRC study, international
humanitarian aid for Congo was $188
million — $3.23 per person — 2004. 

The U.S. Agency for International
Development spent $54 million on Congo
in fiscal 2004. The request for 2005 is $32
million. The $19 million decline mostly
reflects an elimination of food aid. 

In contrast, the Bush administration
has pledged $350 million thus far for the
tsunami tragedy. 

Dr. Richard Brennan, an IRC specialist
on Congo, said Tuesday: “I’ve been
impressed with the outpouring of solidar-
ity for victims of the tsunami. I’m baffled
as to why there isn’t a similar level of sol-
idarity or concern for the people of the
Congo.” 

Brennan was reached by telephone in
Indonesia, where he is doing tsunami
relief work. 

Much of the instability in eastern Congo
stems from the presence of thousands of
Rwandan Hutu rebels who took part in the
genocide against Rwandan Tutsis in 1994.
The region is rife with cross-border and
ethnic tensions. About 11,000 U.N. peace-

keepers are deployed there. 
The mortality data for the IRC study

was collected between January 2003 and
April 2004. It found that 1,000 people a
day died in excess of normal mortality.
Almost half were children under 5 killed
by disease and malnutrition — an out-
growth of a destroyed health care system. 

There are obvious differences between
the eastern Congo’s misery and that of the
tsunami’s target area. The latter is gener-
ally at peace while the Congo remains
riven with conflict, impeding humanitari-
an assistance. 

David Beckmann, president of Bread
for the World, a Christian pro-develop-
ment group, says Congo is getting short
shrift. 

“The world is not overreacting to the
tsunami but is underreacting to misery in
other places,” he said, citing Congo as an
example. 

He added that the slower-paced accu-
mulation of victims in Central Africa,
compared with the Indian Ocean rim, has
meant less international attention — and
less humanitarian aid. 

Beckmann also believes race may be
working against the Congolese. “We’ve
managed to callous ourselves to the idea
that millions of Africans are dying,” he said. 

Salih Booker, executive director of
Africa Action, a research and advocacy
group, said there is a “class system” for
resolving humanitarian crises. There is “a
global predisposition to accepting a high-
er level of suffering in Africa,” he said. 

That thesis does not appear to apply to
the western Sudanese region of Darfur,
where ethnic conflict has displaced an
estimated 2 million people since early
2003 and killed tens of thousands. 

During that period, U.S. emergency
assistance to Darfur has totaled $373 mil-
lion, according to government statistics. 

Mary McClymont, president of
InterAction, an umbrella group for U.S.
private voluntary organizations, said the
suddenness of the tsunami crisis, coupled
with saturation news coverage, contributed
to the surge of international generosity. 

She regrets that these elements often
have not been present in humanitarian
disasters in Africa and elsewhere. 

“I only hope that we can work to sensi-
tize Americans in this process to the for-
gotten crises in the world,” she said. 
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2102 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica (Wilshire and 21st)  •   (310) 453-7676   

20% OFF 
Select Lupine products
Not Valid with any other discount

a perfect gift!up to 

Pets of Wilshire

Fashionable Collars for
your pet this holiday season

Notice of Public Hearing
Tuesday, January 11, 2005
City Council meeting starts at 6:45 p.m.

Annual Review of the City’s Coordinated Plan for Homeless Services

As required by Municipal Code Section 2.69.030, the City Council will hold a
Public Hearing on the Annual Review of the City’s Coordinated Plan for
Homeless Services to gain public input on:
■ the impact of the City’s homeless population on other residents of the
City; 
■ the effectiveness of the delivery of services to the homeless by the City
and various social service agencies;
■ the cost of those services; and
■ the changes which should be made in the plan in order to carry out its
primary goals and objectives

HUD Consolidated Plan
As part of the community priorities budget hearing, the City Council will
receive public input on the use of the City’s Community Development Block
Grant (CDBG) and HOME Investment Partnership Act (HOME)  funds.  Public
input will assist in preparation of the City’s FY 2005-10 Consolidated Plan,
a HUD-required planning document that assesses how the City is assisting
its low and moderate income population in meeting the HUD requirements
of decent housing, a suitable living environment and economic opportuni-
ties, and provides housing and community development strategies for the
next five years.  A draft Consolidated Plan will be released in May 2005 for
a 30-day community review period.  A public hearing and Council adoption
of the Plan, prior to its submittal to HUD, is scheduled for June 2005.

For more information, call (310) 458-8701, TTY (310) 458-8696; Fax (310)
458-3380; Email: human-services@santa-monica.org.  City Hall and the
Council Chambers are wheelchair accessible.  If you have disability-related
accommodation requests or language interpretation, please contact the City
Clerk’s Office at (310) 458-8211; TTY (310) 458-8696 at least 3 days prior
to the scheduled meeting. This flier is available in alternate format upon
request. Santa Monica Blue Bus Lines #2, #3, and #8 serve City Hall.
Limited parking.

World pays little heed
to suffering in Congo

Do you have Do you have 
community news?community news?

... Submit news... Submit news
releasesreleases
Email to:Email to:

sack@smdp.com sack@smdp.com 
or fax 310.576.9913or fax 310.576.9913

Santa Monica Daily Press
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Reality Check®

By Dave Whammond
Speed Bump®

By Dave Coverly

Natural Selection®

By Russ Wallace
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310.393.2727

928.222.9992

Bruce@Architects-Engineers.net

B r u c e R u d m a n

A r c h i t e c t s + E n g i n e e r s

27 years of professional expertise in

office, residential, food service,

retail, healthcare and telecom.  Our

team manages all aspects from

creative concepts, acurate docu-

mentation, expedited plan

checks and construction man-

agement.  Renovation and

new construction projects

using traditional architec-

ture through full turn-key

development.  Always,

open communication

Going above and beyond for
those who’ve passed beyond.

DeHaven Funeral Home
(FD1714)

Gary L. Moredock FUNERAL DIRECTOR

Independently owned and operated
(310)498-1945

pager: (310)843-8366
Personal, in-home care for families 
Available 24 hours / Se Habla espanol

BURIALS • CREMATION • SHIPPING
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CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale
Furniture
Pets
Boats

Jewelry
Wanted
Travel
Vacation Rentals
ApartmentsCondos for Rent
Houses for Rent
Roomates
Commercial Lease

Real Estate
Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services
Computer Services
Attorney Services

Business Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness
Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals
Obituaries

$350 per day. Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.  
Call 310-458-7737 and promote your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 38,600.

CCLLAASSSSIIFFIIEEDDSS

UNITED STATES CENSUS BUREAU
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

HIRING
FIELD REPRESENTATIVE

$11.43 TO $12.88
(Varies by Location)

If you are a self-starter, enjoy meeting people,
available to work days, evenings, and weekends,

this is a challenging, but rewarding job.
*U.S. Citizenship Required            

*Must have Valid Driver’s License 
*Must have use of an automobile  

*Must have telephone line            
*Minimum 18 years old                

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

1-800-992-3529 
US Census Bureau

UNITED STATES CENSUS BUREAU
EMPLOYMENT OPPURTUNITIES

HIRING 
FIELD REPRESENTATIVES

$11.43 TO $12.88
(Varies by Location)

If you are a self-starter, enjoy
meeting people, available to work

days, evenings, and weekends, this
is a challenging, but rewarding job.

•U.S Citizenship Required
• Must have Valid Driver’s License
•Must have use of an automobile

•Must have telephone line
•Minimum 18 years old

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

1-800-992-3529

Condos for Sale
BEAUTIFUL WLA Condo 1,984 sqft., 
2bdrm/ 2.5bath, Living room, dining 
room, eat-in kitchen, new appliances, 
2 walk-in closets, jacuzzi tub in mas-
ter bath, 2 fire places, floor to ceiling 
windows, swimming pool & sauna, 
security building, $650,000 
(310) 207-6909

Employment
3 POSITIONS, CHAUFFEUR, Dispatch-
er, Receptionist, Bright, Diligent, Flex-
ible, Excellent benefits/ Compensa-
tion. Fax resume (310) 737-7973
AUTO TECH NEEDED $2000 bonus for 
right Tech. ASE a must. Fax resume 
(310) 319-9189
AVON***AVON***AVON*** Call Cindy 
( 3 1 0 ) 5 3 1 - 5 0 5 5
www.youravon.com/clodato
BOOKKEEPER 4HRS/ 5days in S.M. 
skilled in Excel and Word. Fax resume 
and salary requirements (310) 828-
9044
50+ YEARS50+ Years Old Advertising Co. seeking 

self-motivated energetic professionals. 
Commissions Paid Weekly. Leads Furnished. 
Selling all aspects of advertising: Newspapers
- Magazines - Classified - Display, Real Estate, 

Ethnic,  Entertainment, Military,  Business,  
Finance, Call: Paul  213-251-9100  

www.theglobalmediagroup.com/jobinfo.htm

ATTEMTION ACTORS
ATTENTION ACTORS  

AND OTHER CREATIVES

Support a comfortable lifestyle while 
pursuing your dreams. See:

www.theglobalmediagroup.com/
jobinfo.htm  

and/or call: Paul, 213-251-9100

F/T RECEPTIONIST/Secretary 
needed. Fast pace, growing of-
fice looking for candidate who 
can multi-task, friendly,  phone 
voice, computer background, 

organized, punctual & reliable. 
Email michael@cwitoner.com 

Fax (310) 230-0401

EXPERIENCED SALESPERSON needed 
F/T at Harari 1406 Montana. Apply 
within or call Lisa @ (310) 260-1204

Employment
BARTEND

BARTEND

• 1 or 2 week training
• Nationwide job placement

Financing Available
National Bartenders School

310-996-1377
www.nationalbartenders.com

EARN
$150-400

DAILY

CONSTRUCTION: LOOKING for strong, 
energetic, individuals. All levels. Must 
have own transportation. Tools or 
Spanish speaking is a plus. Salary 
DOE. Patrick (310) 450-3515
DANCERS OF All AGES NEEDED FOR 
A NATIONAL TELEVISION SERIES. No 
experience necessary, we will train 
you. Call for an appointment 
(310) 572-7223
EXPERIENCED NEWSPAPER classified 
sales person to work phone sales at 
home. Leads furnished. Ground floor 
opportunity. Full or part time, Califor-
nia Contractor. Fax resume to Terry at 
(310) 393-0606. Or call (310) 393-
0601.

FIGURE MODEL wanted. Fit female 
model wanted for figure drawing by 
artist. No experience necessary. Call 
(818) 501-0266
FOR RENT: 3 Hair stations and facial 
room. Hair barber too. $125/wk. 2106 
Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica. 
(310) 829-5944
HOLIDAY INN Of Santa Monica is cur-
rently seeking a focused & self-moti-
vated individual for a F/T Maintenance 
Engineer. Compensation based on ex-
perience. Please call (310) 925-8345. 
Ask for Tommy Spenser for interview. 
EOE/M/F/V

MINUTEMAN Parking seeks valet 
parkers. Experience preferred, no 
placement agency. (310) 214-1888

P/T EXCELLENT Assistant/ book-

Employment
keeper. Looking for a self-motivated 
individual w/ability to multi-taks. Bev-
erly Hills office. Must have strong ref-
erences. Fax resume (310) 271-1736

PART-TIME CLERICAL. Professional 
group wants team player. Skills re-
quire filing, date entry, and retrieval in 
Quickbooks, Microsoft, Word, and Ex-
cel spreadsheets. Bilingual w/Spanish 
preferred. Confidentiality required. Fax 
resume to (310) 837-5332

RADIO PUBLICITY or music air play 
sales person. Full commission, P/T in 
Santa Monica (818) 905-8038 ext:55

RETAIL MANAGER
& Sales Associates
Santa Monica Store

Put your love of travel & your friendly 
personality to work for the industry 
leader in travel supplies/clothing.  We 
carry unique, high-quality travel prod-
ucts that you’ll love to sell.  FT posi-
tion for experienced Retail Manager & 
FT/PT openings for customer service 
oriented Sales Assoc.  Women’s cloth-
ing sales & travel experience a plus.  
Fax resume to 805-568-5406 or e-
mail to hr@magellans.com.

AMERICA’S LEADING SOURCE OF TRAVEL SUPPLIES
www.magellans.com

SALES ROUTE Career. Break-
fast and lunch service 1/2 day. 
Earn up to $200-$300 per 
week. Must have reliable car. 
Near Venice/Robertson. 
(310)253-9091
SALON COORDINATOR needed part-
time position available Jan. 4, 2004. 
Medusa located in Venice (310) 396-
7600 fax (714) 432-1696

For Sale
30 ART/PICTURES $2000 LP 1K 
$1000, 80 Toyota Tercel $300. 16mm 
projector $85.00 (310) 278-1683
ANTIQUE FURNITURE: Dinner table & 
chairs, sideboard, icebox, dresser 
w/mirror, etc... (310) 395-1129
HOT TUB 2005 Model. Net Jets. Ther-
apy seat. Warranty never used. Can 
deliver. Worth $5700, sell for $1750 
(818) 785-9043
LEATHER JACKETS medium $80.00. 
Fur jacket lady medium $100, Hockey 
card 1K $100 (310) 278-1683
NORMAN ROCKWELL collection 28 
plates. 25 figures (310) 395-1129

Pets
MALTESE PUPS. Registered male and 
female. Baby doll face. (323) 823-
1803; (661) 675-6371 Call Kelly
YORKIES WWW.WORLDKENNEL-
USA.COM (323) 823-1803; (661) 675-
6371. Call Kelly.

Vehicles for sale
1998 VW Jetta GLX, automatic 75kmi, 
airbags, ABS, AC, PS, tilt, asking price 
$8,900 (323) 839-3039

2000 S430 Mercedes, midnight 
blue, full power, one owner, low 
mileage, $44,095 (310) 396-9611

2003 MERCEDES C-240 Loaded, CD 
changer, sun-roof, chrome wheels, 
mint condition! Forrest Green, Beige 
interior $23,950 D. Keasbey 
(310) 266-6327

99 HONDA Accord EX-Z6 4door, ex-
cellent condition. Alarm, sun-roof. 
Leather interior, Top Michelin tires 
$12,000 (310) 453-8588

Vehicles for sale
CLAUDE SHORT Auto Sales - Low end

‘91 CADILLAC SEVILE STS
Local car, Affordable
VIN 801616  $2,995

‘02 FORD THINK
ELECTRIC CAR

No gas needed!  Only 52 miles
VIN 1050861  $4,995

‘02 CHEVROLET SILVERADO
2500 4x4 “12” Lift, Low miles

VIN 165424  $36,995

‘98 CHRYSLER SEBRING
CONVERTIBLE
New Tires, Clean Car

VIN 286770 REDUCED $7,995

‘99 FORD F-250 4X4
SUPERCAB

New Tires
VIN C52180  $12,995

Claude Short
Auto Sales Dealer

2501 Lincoln Blvd. in Venice

(310) 395-3712

Vehicles for sale
CHEVROLET BUICK

SANTA MONICA AUTO GROUP

3223 Santa Monica Blvd. 
Santa Monica, CA 90404

310 828 4424

‘03 Buick Rendezvous
CX Sport Utility 4D

V6 3.4 Liter, Automatic,
CD,Premium sound, Onstar,
Front Side Air Bags, Traction

Control Leather, Privacy Glass,
Premium Wheels

(3S578602)

NEW! MSRP $33,120
SALE + TAX, LIC $27,860

‘03 Chevrolet Express
Van 1500 Passenger

V8 5.3 Liter Automatic, 8
Passenger, A/C, Rear Air, Cruise

Control, ABS (4-wheel)
(431237627)

NEW! MSRP $31,035
SALE + TAX, LIC $25,624

‘03 Honda Civic LX
Sedan 4D

Automatic, A/C, C/D, Dual Front
Air Bags, 18K Miles

(3H563435)

SALE + TAX, LIC $14,995

‘01 Volkswagen
Passat GLS Wagon 4D
Tiptronic Auto Trans, A/C, C/D,
Front Side Air Bags, Traction

Control, Moon Roof
(1E167336)

SALE + TAX, LIC $15,995

‘00 Ford Expedition
Sport Utility 4D

V85.4 Liter, Automatic, Eddie
Bauer, Multi C/D, Leather,

Privacy Glass
(YLB09537)

SALE + TAX, LIC $15,995

02’ Chevrolet
Corvette Coupe 2D

V8 5.7 Liter 6 Speed Manual,
multi CD, Traction control,
Leather, Dual Power Seats

(114261)

SALE + TAX, LIC $29,995

S A N TA  M O N I C A
C H E V R O L E T  B U I C K

0% Financing for 72
months available on
ALL NEW 04 Chevy &
Buick Models O.A.C.
OFFER ENDS 1-3-04

INFINITI OF Santa Monica

Infiniti of
SANTA MONICA

900
Santa Monica Blvd. 

Santa Monica, CA
90401

866-507-7254

www.infinitiofsantamonica.com

Infiniti of
SANTA MONICA

All vehicles subject to prior sale. 
All advertised prices excludes 

government fees and taxes, any 
finance charges, any dealer 

document preparation charge, 
and any emission testing charge. 
Offer expires Sunday, 12/5/04. 

Sales Event
Going on Now!

’02 LEXUS SC430
LOANER, ONLY 4K MILES

(0018489)

$53,881

’02 BMW 330ci
PREM. SPORT, WON'T 

LAST (2JU26227)

$31,881

’02 MBZ C320 SDN
LOW MI., MOONROOF & 

MORE! (195198)

$27,882

’03 ACURA CL 3.2 TYPE S
13K MI., SHOWROOM COND., 

WON'T LAST (A012317)

$23,993

’01 LEXUS ES300
COACH EDITION, ONLY 

36K MI (0317370)

$20,993

’02 INFINITI I 35
CERTIFIED, LOW MILES 

(101883)

$19,883

’01 INFINIT QX4
MOONROOF, LOADED

 (W101447)

$17,884

’99 INFINITI I30 LIMITED
WON’T LAST! LOADED! 

(777850)

$12,882

’99 HONDA CRV
AUTO, FULL PWR, LOW MI.,

LIKE NEW!  (C010921)

$9,993

’00 TOYOTA 4RUNNER
CD, FULL PWR, LIKE NEW 

(YO055457)

$8,991

Instruction
I WANT your child to succeed! SM tu-
tor accepting students for elementary 
level. Adrienne (310) 394-8256

Wanted
OLDER SMC student wishes to rent 
room. Decent person, can do light 
cooking to reduce rent (818) 247-
6398

Your ad could run here!
✆ Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737
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CLAUDE SHORT

Claude Short Auto Sales
Offering Quality Service to the Westside since 1927

ofDevoted Service

2501 Lincoln Blvd.
in Venice

(310) 395-3712

Four Generations

‘00 Volvo C70 coupe

low miles, one owner, vin#018256 $16,995 

This Week’s Special

Travel
THE VACATION Consultant

CARIBBEAN CRUISE 
EXCLUSIVE OFFER!
Departs August 7, 2005

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF SELECT
DISCOUNTS AND AMENITIES

Call Elena at
(866) 388-6372

info@thevacationconsultant.com
CST #2071975-40

For Rent
2+1 WESTSIDE/PALM @ 3562 Men-
tone Ave. Everything new in this nice 
upper 2 bedroom 1 bath w/ balcony in 
a great westside location. $1425 
(310) 466-9256

APARTMENT FOR rent. Upper front, 
large 1bdrm, new carpet & paint. 
$1300/mo Corner of Colorado and 
Franklin in SM. (310) 271-9806
CHARMING 8 unit courtyard style 
building @ 136 S. Roxbury Dr. (BH) 
Large studio, renewed wood floors, 
Murphy bed, large vanity, great clos-
ets, 200 yards to prime Beverly Hills 
shopping. 1 year lease, no pets, no 
smokers. 310-466-9256

The BEST
RENTALS
inVENICE
ELLY NESIS CO. INC
(310) 396-4443

ellynesis.com

FREE RENTAL Lists & No Fee 
Rentals. Sullivan-Dituri Company. 
2111 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica, CA 
90403.
LARGE WEST L.A. 2+2 @ 1220 S. 
Barrington with balcony, large kitchen 
and lots of storage. 1 carport parking, 
laundry rm, close to everything. 1220 
S. Barrington Av. 1 year lease, no 
pets, no smoking. (310) 466-9256

LARGE WEST L.A. single with balcony, 
large kitchen and lots of storage. 1 
carport parking, laundry rm, close to 
everything. 1220 S. Barrington Av. 
$950. 1 year lease, no pets. No smok-
ing (310) 466-9256

LOS ANGELES, 2bdrm 1bath @ 1523 
Holt Ave., Unit 3 $1500/mo. Stove, 
blinds, laundry, carpet, parking, no 
pets. (310) 578-7512 www.JKWpro-
perties.com
MDR ADJACENT 2+2 @ 2724 Abbot 
Kinney, gated building with gated 
parking. Newer building w/ courtyard 
area, quiet neighborhood. Laundry, 
pkng, 1 year lease, no pets, no smok-
ing. $1550 (310) 578-9729

MDR ADJACENT. Beautiful contempo-
rary 2Bd, 2.5Ba 2-story townhome @ 
2500 Abbot Kinney w/fireplace, high 
ceilings, gated entry and 2 car gated 
parking. Dishwasher, laundry facili-
ties, 1 year lease, no pets. $1750 
(310) 466-9256

For Rent

PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT

RENTALS  AVAILABLE

NO PETS ALLOWED

SANTA MONICA

1018 Grant     $995
Lower single, hardwood

floors, large kitchen, stove

117 Strand    $1450
Upper 1 bed, steps to the

beach! New carpet, remod-
eled kitchen

938 10th St. $1495
Upper 2 bed,  1 1/2 baths,

new carpet, balcony, laundry
rm

2604 28th St. $1495
Upper 2 bed, 2 bath, new

carpet & blinds

847 6th St. $1995
Front upper 2 bed, 1 1/2

baths, new carpet, freshly
painted

WEST LA
1311 Federal, $1025

Bright front upper 1 bed, high
ceilings, close to

Wilshe/UCLA

1306 Armacost, $1095
Lower 1 bed, new stove,

dishwasher, patio, laundry
room

SALES • RENTALS 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

FOR MORE LISTINGS GO TO
WWW.ROQUE-MARK.COM

ROQUE &
MARK Co.

2802 Santa Monica Blvd.

310-828-7525

SANTA MONICA $1050/mo Cozy 
1bdrm upper. Private secluded moun-
tain view, laundry. W/C small pet. 
(310) 776-0571 
SANTA MONICA $1400/mo 1bdrm 
1bath. No pets, refrigerator, stove, pa-
tio, tile, large closets. (310) 395-RENT 
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $1500/mo 1bdrm 
1bath. No pets, refrigerator, stove, 
utilities included, renovated kitchen. 
(310) 395-RENT www.westsideren-
tals.com

For Rent
SANTA MONICA $1750/mo 2bdrm, 
1bath. Cat OK, refrigerator, stove, pa-
tio, carpets, W/D, yard. (310) 395-
RENT www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $750/mo bachelor, 
1bath. W/C pet, refrigerator, laundry, 
beautiful yard. (310) 395-RENT 
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $800/mo Studio 
1bath. No pets, refrigerator, carpets, 
3blocks to beach. (310) 395-RENT 
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $850/mo Studio 
1bath. No pets, refrigerator, carpets, 
complex kitchen, private courtyard. 
(310) 395-RENT www.westsideren-
tals.com
SANTA MONICA $895/mo 1bdrm 
1bath. No pets, stove, carpets, hard-
wood floors, laundry. (310) 395-RENT 
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA - Sunset Park
5+4 plus den w/sep. entry
3,000+ sq ft. $4,900mo
Cavanaugh RE: (310) 837-7161
VENICE $795/MO unfurnished bache-
lor. Steps to Venice beach! Dorm style 
living. Free parking space, common 
area restrooms & showers, on site 
laundry, no pets, Owner sponsored 
barbecue twice a month. Close to ev-
erything, bus service to many cam-
puses. Lease & security deposit re-
quired. Contact Edward Romero 
(310) 399-1166 or 
sunnibill@juno.com

VENICE 2BED 1bath+den @ 25 19th 
Ave., Unit D $2000/mo. Stove, fridge, 
blinds, free-standing fireplace, laun-
dry, 1 space garage parking, no pets. 
( 3 1 0 ) 5 7 8 - 7 5 1 2
www.JKWproperties.com

VENICE BEACHFRONT luxury condo 
3 Bed, 3.5 bath @ 2917 Ocean Front 
Walk with amazing ocean and moun-
tain views, 2 car gated parking, Gour-
met Kitchen, spa style bathroom and 
much more. Must see to appreciate. 1 
year lease, no pets. $4850. 
(310) 466-9256
VENICE BOARDWALK-FRONT singles 
@ 2 Breeze Ave. Renovated 4-story 
brick building w/ lots of charm, full 
kitchens & bathrooms, exposed brick. 
Laundry, water, and gas heat paid. 
1year lease, no pets, no smoking. 
$895 (310) 401-2583

VENICE VERY nice, sunny studio @ 30 
Horizon Ave. 1/2 block from beach, 
large closet. 1 year lease, no pets, no 
smoking. (310) 466-9256 $925

Houses For Rent
SANTA MONICA $895/mo Duplex 
1bdrm 1bath. W/C small pet, refriger-
ator, stove, balcony, carpets. 
(310) 395-RENT www.westsideren-
tals.com

SANTA MONICA $990/mo Triplex 
1bdrm 1bath. Refrigerator, stove, 
hardwood floors, laundry, yard. 
(310) 395-RENT www.westsideren-
tals.com

Commercial Lease
SANTA MONICA Creative office space 
2812 Santa Monica Blvd. 385sq/ft to 
2570sqft. Par commercial (310) 395-
2663 ext101.

Commercial Lease
CULVER CITY/LOS Angeles Adj: Office 
space $1000-$1200/mo. 2/3 rooms 
w/kitchen 1bath. 10307 Washington 
Blvd., Suites #A&#B. Contact: 
(310) 541-3144 or (310) 780-3354. 
Office space open for viewing daily 
9am-6pm.

DOWNTOWN SANTA MONICA 6th on 
Santa Monica Blvd, 10,000sqft base-
ment for lease. High ceiling, ideal for 
wine cellar or storage, $.39/sqft 
(310) 995-5136
SANTA MONICA 1334/1884 Lincoln 
Blvd. 750 sqft office $1500/mo utilit-
ies & parking included. 1800sqft retail 
$3,500/mo D. Keasbey (310) 477-
3192
SANTA MONICA 1452 2nd Street. Very 
charming building, small offices. Be-
tween $700/mo & $2100/mo. In-
cludes utilities & cleaning. (310) 614-
6462
SANTA MONICA PRIME LOCATION, 
1442 Lincoln Blvd. Approximately 
9,000sqft lot, $1.25sqft (310) 995-
5136
VENICE BEACH commercial space at 
1301 Main St. great floor plans, pri-
vate patio, lot parking available. Start-
ing at $1450. One  year lease. 
(310) 466-9256

WAREHOUSE SPACE 1300sq/ft 
Includes 1 office and bathroom; 
Lease for 6-24/mo @$2300/mo 
Includes roll-up door+4 parking 

spaces. Located in S.M.
Colorado & Yale.

Quiet, safe & accessible.
Tom (310) 612-0840

Real Estate
BUYING & Selling call: Brent Parsons 
at (310) 943-7657 & Thomas Kham-
mar (310) 943-7656

George Chung Realtors

&Buying
Selling

Brent Parsons
(310) 943-7657

Thomas Khammar
(310) 943-7656

Call us for any of your Real
Estate needs. We can make

your dreams a reality

Thomas

Brent

CLSS Q: DivorceDIVORCE
Free Report reveals 

what you need to know about

what happens to your 

matrimonial home before,

during and after a divorce

Free recorded message

1-800-000-000, 

ID# 1019.
www.matillarealty.com 1-888-465-4534

EL SEGUNDO - Coming soon. New 
construction. 1,400sqft retail and 
2bdrm 2bath Loft. 1,800sqft total. 
300sqft roof top Call Matt (310) 864-
9034
HERMOSA BEACH Shopping Center 
Anchored by a major restaurant. Cen-
ter includes medical group, salon, Pi-

Real Estate
lates studio, boutique, office suites. 
6% cap rate $7,050,000 (310) 396-
1947

MANHATTAN BEACH – New Listing 
24,000 square feet of land, prime lo-
cation, signalized corner. Fantastic 
opportunity! Just reduced! 
$2,125,000 Anthony’s Restaurant - El 
Segundo City Landmark comes with 
land, improvements, and business. 22 
year lease left on parking lot and pa-
tio. $2,000 per month with no in-
creases Gross business. $575,000 
annually. $1,099,000 (310) 396-1947

WANTED
COMMERCIAL real estate on 
Main Street in Santa Monica

WANTED
COMMERCIAL real estate on 
Main Street in Santa Monica, 
call Matt (310) 864-9034

WANTED
RESIDENTIAL property in Ocean 
Park and Sunset Park. I have 
qualified buyers ready to buy. 
Call Matt (310) 864-9034

Storage Space
GARAGE FOR rent, garage for storage 
in Santa Monica, easy access. 
$185/mo. Call (310) 490-9326

Massage
A -1Hour Vacation. Body, Mind & Spi-
rit with a full-body therapeutic Swed-
ish/Deep-tissue massage. Lora 
(310) 394-2923  (310) 569-0883.

AMBIANCE MESSAGE OFFERING a
light touch therapy by Kevin. 
C.M.T out calls only (310) 894-
2443

BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal your 
body, mind, spirit.  Therapeutic, 
Swedish, Deep-tissue. Energy balanc-
ing. Strictly non-sexual. Introductory 
specials from $50.00/1hr. Lynda, 
L.M.T. (310) 749-0621

CHOCOLATE MASSEUSE. Foot Back-
walk, Rocks, Stretch, Dance, Knead, 
Nurture Tentions ($150-200). Dolly 
(310) 890-3531, Platonic out-calls.
EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong and ten-
der relaxing bodywork by mature Eu-
ropean. Professional Lady Sonja 
(310) 397-0433.
FULL BODY Swedish to light fingertip 
massage by classy European thera-
pist. Serious callers only. (310) 826-
7271.
LOOKING FOR OTHER Therapists to 
trade non-sexual Swedish bodywork 
near the Promenade, Paul (310) 741-
1901
STRONG & NURTURING MASSAGE by 
Fitness Trainer. $40/hr. No time limit. 
Paul  (310) 741-1901.
THAI YOGA massage by Thai woman 
in West LA. pnthaiyogamassage.com 
(310) 645-2702

THERAPEUTIC RELAXING mas-
sage. Swedish, Thai, and Deep 
Tissue. Call Cynthia (310) 397-

0199

Business Opps
ABSOLUTE GOLDMINE! 60 Vending 
machines with excellent locations all 
for $10,995. (800) 234-6982.

SAVE HOMEOWNERS from foreclo-
sure. Multi-million dollar market. Start 
making money now! No experience 
necessary. (323) 467-3399
SUPERFOOD SECRET: Featured of 
Oprah.. “Be Healthy” “Get Wealthy” 
Start your business for $39.95 
(323) 467-3399

WORK FROM home or anywhere. In-
ternet business, Health & Wellness. 
Excellent opportunity and training. 
(888) 249-7411 
www.livingsecureforever.com
YOU DESERVE A better life to become 
a rags to riches success w/perpetual 
income (626) 358-0542

Yard Sales
VENICE HIGH School flea market. 
13000 Venice Blvd., Los Angeles, CA. 
Antiques, toys, crafts, collectibles, 
jewelry, clothes. January 8, 2005, 
second Saturday each month. 9am-
4pm. Free admission & free parking. 
Vendor information call (310) 390-
5851.

Health/Beauty

DIET
MAGIC

Totally Controls Appetite 
Gives Tremendous Energy

Lose Weight Like Crazy

100% Money Back Guarantee

30 Day Programs
Start At $38

(888) 249-7397
www.antiagingdepot.com

(888) 249-7397

DR. LUCAS
Chiropractic &
Accupuncture

Victoria D. Lucas
D.C., LAc. QME

Vita Wellness
MAXIMUM FAMILY CARE IN ONE LOCATION

310-449-1222
2222 Santa Monica Blvd.• Ste. 203 • Santa Monica, CA 90404

MEDICAL MARIJUANA
REFERRALS

Doctor Referrals. 
Dispensary locations. 
Call us. We can help. 
Green Medicine Group 

(323) 243-8158
www.greenmedicalgroup.org

Lost & Found

LOST: DIAMOND RING: 
on Christmas Eve on 2nd Street 

@ Arizona in Santa Monica. 
Reward for return.

Please contact 
Lynne (310) 208-0028 or 

Brenda @ Santa Monica Daily 
Press (310) 458-7737

Personals
TALK TO a Model 24 Hrs.

(310) 786-8400
(818) 264-1906
(213) 259-1902
(949) 722-2222

$10-$17 for 15 min.
ATM-CC/Checks by phone

www.uslove.com

❤❤
Talk to a Model 24hrs.

310-786-8400
818-264-1906
213-259-1902
949-722-2222
$10/17 min.

ATM/CC/Checks by phone
www.USLove.com

SINGLE?
FASTDATER, LA’s premier 3-minute 
speed dating company in hosting a 
party at El Guapo Cantina in Holly-
wood, February 1st. Don’t miss out 
on the opportunity to meet 25-30 
sexy singles! Parties sell out fast so 
don’t hesitate & RSVP today @ fast-
dater.com

Your ad could run here!
✆ Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737
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Services
A.C. CONSTRUCTION com-
mercial & residential remodel. 
Honest and Reliable. Free esti-
mates. Call (310)278-5380. 
Fax: (310)271-4790. Lic# 
801884 Fully insured.

A/C CONSTRUCTION
Beverly Hills/Beverlywood

General Contractor
Residential Remodel &

Home Improvement
Honest • Reliable

FREE ESTIMATES
— Sabbath Observed—

310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

BEST MOVERSBEST MOVERS
No job too small

2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR
Fully insured. We make it EZ.

Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!

Since 1975 Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193  (310) 300-9194

Services

GET ORGANIZED!
for filing system set-ups, 

unpacking from a major move,
uncluttering closets and 
other home/office paper

management problems, etc.

HIRE A PROFESSIONAL
ORGANIZER!

Call Christine Cohen:
(310) 274-4988

Member: National Association of
Professional Organizers

GET ORGANIZED!
for filing system set-ups,

unpacking from a major move,
uncluttering closets and 
other home/office paper 

management problems, etc.

HIRE A PROFESSIONAL 
ORGANIZER!

Call Christine Cohen:
310-274-4988

Member: National Association of Professional Organizers

WHEN YOU Get Ready To Fix 
Up, Call Us!Ned Parker Con-
struction Painting, Carpentry, 
Roofing, Concrete, Electrical
Bonded And Insured Lic # 
658986 323)871-8869

When You Get Ready to Fix Up, Call Us!

NED PARKER 
CONSTRUCTION

Bonded & Insured • Lic#658-486
PAINTING • CARPENTRY • ROOFING

CONCRETE • ELECTRICAL

323.871.8869

Services
RAIN GUTTER Cleaning

RAIN
GUTTER
CLEANING
QUICK RESPONSE
(310) 704-7760

PAINTING/WALLPAPER
PAINTING, Wallpaper Removal & In-
stallation, Wall Texturing, Free Esti-
mates! Glenn’s Wall Service  310-
686-8505

PAINTING TOP QUALITY  A&A 
custom,Interior And Exterior . Free 
Quote. Jeff Arrieta (310)560-9864.

Services
SMOKING

Life is short —
Why make it shorter

STILL 
SMOKING?

Certified
Hypnotherapist

John J. McGrail, C.Ht.

(310) 235-2882

WESTSIDE GUYS
Full Service Handymen

(310) 266-6346
WESTSIDE GUYS
Full Service Handymen

CARPENTRY, ELEC., PAINT, ETC...
TERMITE AND DRY ROT REPAIR

BOB 35/HR (310) 266-6348
CALEB 25/HR (310) 409-3244

Services
PAINTING COLOR Cordination, Finshes

Adrian St. Clair

PAINTING • COLOR 
COORDINATION • FINISHES

(818)
395-0884

MERRY MAIDS

BONDED AND INSURED

CLEANING AMERICAN
HOMES SINCE 1979

(310) 656-6243

Services
“JENNY CAN CLEAN-IT”
fast, reliable. We take care of your 
cleaning, own transportation. $40 
(818)705-0297.

ONE HOUR Alterations, 
hemming, jeans, pants, skirts, etc. 
Made by professional Call
Michael (310) 980-2674 

Computer Services
COMPUTER HELP: Your Office or 
Home. Computer Tune-Up. Microsoft 
Word, Excel, Powerpoint, Quickbooks 
POS. Internet Navigation. Software In-
stallation. Virus removal. (310) 207-
3366 (310) 801-6845

PPrroommoottee  yyoouurr    bbuussiinneessss  iinn  tthhee  SSaannttaa  MMoonniiccaa

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING CONDITIONS :REGULAR RATE: $3.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 20¢ per word per day. Ad must run a minimum of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First two
words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra. Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit after an ad has run more
than once. DEADLINES: 4:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 4:00 p.m. PAYMENT: All private party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks,
credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our offices 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, (310)458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa
Monica Daily Press, P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406 or stop in at our office located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Ste. 202. OTHER RATES: For information about the professional services
directory or classified display ads, please call our office at (310)458-7737.

warren@prusd.com • www.sandiegohomesdowntown.com

2 bed 2 bath + den  1,680  sqrft   ocean views! ......$750,000
2 bed 2 bath 1,221 sqft Ocean Views!!...............$550,000
2 bed 2 bath 1,700 sqft Prime water view location..........$1,265,000
2 bed 2 bath + den Penthouse level. Water Views!!!  ..........$1,425,000

Chris Warren
(619) 818-1666

Discover Opportunity...
Just two hours away, Downtown San Diego is booming. 

Minutes to dozens of world class golf courses, parks and the historic Gaslamp
District...and the best ocean views in Southern California!
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By The Associated Press

NEW YORK — It’s time to Usher in the new year. 
After a very good 2004 for the R&B singer, Usher

will perform a live concert on Showtime March 5. The
show, “One Night, One Star: Usher Live,” will be a 90-
minute live broadcast from San Juan, Puerto Rico. 

“Usher is, without question, the biggest thing in the
music business right now, and we’re thrilled he wanted
to do his live concert with us,” said Robert Greenblatt,
the cable network’s president of entertainment, in a
statement released Friday. 

Usher’s “Confessions,” featuring hits “Yeah!” and
“Burn,” was the best selling album of 2004, moving 7.9
million copies. His tour raked in $29.1 million in North
America, and he’s currently nominated for eight
Grammys, including album of the year. 

The concert will air Saturday, March 5 at 9 p.m.
(ET/PT) live on the east coast, tape delayed on the west
coast. 

Showtime, a premium cable network, is offering a
free preview nationwide March 4-7. 

LAS VEGAS — Basketball legend Michael Jordan is
looking for a slam dunk investment in Las Vegas. 

Jordan has teamed up with Diversified Real Estate
Concepts Inc. of Chicago to build a $600 million luxu-
ry condominium-hotel resort off the Las Vegas Strip,
company owner Michael Peterson announced Thursday. 

The 825-unit development will be located on a six-
acre site about a half block east of the Bellagio and
Caesars Palace resorts. 

The project, dubbed Aqua Blue, includes a casino,
spa, rooftop nightclub, two Michael Jordan restaurants
and a 65,000-square-foot Michael Jordan Athletic
Center, the first of its kind. 

“I’m pleased to be expanding my group of restau-

rants into Las Vegas, which has become one of the
country’s top dining destinations,” Jordan said in a
statement. 

Project officials hope to break ground in the fall of
2005. 

PHOENIX — Call him Citizen McCain. 
Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., spent Thursday in

Phoenix Municipal Court awaiting possible jury duty
and fielding questions from other potential jurors.
Asked what he was doing there, he responded, “I’m a
citizen.” 

His congressional schedule kept him from serving
jury duty until this week. 

“Since a lot of citizens inconvenience themselves to
serve, there’s no reason for me not to inconvenience
myself. You meet nice people, too,” he said. 

He spent the morning reading newspapers and field-
ing occasional questions in the jury assembly room but
was called into a courtroom in the afternoon to be con-
sidered for a DUI case. 

McCain did not make the jury. 

LOS ANGELES — Late punk guitarist Johnny Ramone
is being immortalized with a bronze statue at the
Hollywood Forever Cemetery. 

Ramone, co-founder and guitarist of The Ramones,
was 55 when he died of prostate cancer on Sept. 15,
2004, at his Los Angeles home. The statue is near the
grave of bandmate Dee Dee Ramone, who died of a
drug overdose in 2002. 

The Johnny Ramone monument, created by artist
Wayne Toth, shows Ramone playing his Mosrite guitar
and it features the words, “If a man can judge success by
how many great friends he has, then I have been very
successful — Johnny Ramone.” 

Ramone’s widow Linda will unveil the statue Jan. 14

during a two-hour afternoon public ceremony featuring
testimonials from friends. Johnny Ramone was cremat-
ed and his wife has the ashes, spokesman Jason Padgitt
said Thursday. 

Hollywood Forever is the final resting place for hun-
dreds of Hollywood icons, including Rudolph
Valentino, “Ten Commandments” producer Cecil B.
DeMille and Bugs Bunny voice Mel Blanc. 

The Ramones were inducted into the Rock and Roll
Hall of Fame in 2002. 

CHICAGO — Denyce Graves will sing Carmen to
open the Lyric Opera of Chicago’s 2005-6 season,
which also will include new productions of Puccini’s
“Manon Lescaut,” Tippett’s “The Midsummer
Marriage,” Verdi’s “Rigoletto” and Gluck’s “Orfeo ed
Euridice.” 

“Carmen,” which opens Sept. 24, features Neil
Shicoff as Don Jose and Ildebrando D’Arcangelo as
Escamillo, the company announced Thursday. Music
director Sir Andrew Davis conducts. 

Karita Mattila sings the title role in “Manon
Lescaut,” with Vladimir Galouzine as Des Grieux.
Artistic director emeritus Bruno Bartoletti conducts in
the Olivier Tambosi production, which opens Oct. 31. 

“The Midsummer Marriage,” with a production by
Sir Peter Hall conducted by Davis, opens Nov. 19 with
a cast that includes Janice Watson as Jenifer and Hugh
Smith as Mark. 

“Rigoletto” bows Jan. 21, 2006, with Carlos Alvarez
in the title role, Dina Kuznetsova as Gilda and Frank
Lopardo as the Duke of Mantua. Jesus Lopez Cobos
conducts in a Stefano Vizioli production. 

Countertenor David Daniels and soprano Isabel
Bayrakdarian headline “Orefo ed Euridice,” which will
be conducted by Harry Bicket. The Robert Carsen pro-
duction opens Feb. 25, 2006.

Oh ‘Yeah!’ — Usher agrees to live television gig


