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Alley replacement a multi-million proposition

Project one of the
largest undertaken by
city employees

BY ANDREW H. FIXMER

Special to the Daily Press

After more than 40 years of use, the
aging alleyways of Santa Monica aren’t
just getting a facelift, but a complete over-
haul that is expected to cost close to $3
million.

The alleys will still run parallel to the
streets they share their names with, but
now they will be designed to better handle
water. And at a higher cost, the alleys will
be able to control polluted runoff created
by heavy rains.

“Now people are catching on and | get calls
all day long from people who want their
alleys fixed too. But we're trying to do projects
evenly spread out around the city in different
neighborhoods so that we don’t favor one area.”

— ROBIN JARIT
City street superintendent

about 20 percent more expensive than reg-
ular cement, but the process eliminates
polluted water that enters the rivers and
oceans. Also, officials say it will provide
less ground water that the city’s sewer
plants treat before releasing into the ocean.

“It costs more but it’s not a whole lot
more,” said Craig Perkins, the city’s direc-
tor of environmental and public works
management. “It prevents polluted runoff
from leaving the site and because that ends

City engineers have designed the new
alleys in a v-shape to channel water to a
central gutter that will carry the water
directly into the sewer system. The new
alleys are made of porous concrete which
allows puddles to seep through the sur-
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face, letting the rain return to the soil
unpolluted. With the old alleys, water col-
lects on the surface which can be polluted
with oil, fertilizers and waste that may be

carried to the ocean.

Officials say using the new concrete is
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Auto repair shops have a duty to inform
customers of looming mechanical problems
even before they become obvious, a judge
here ruled last week.

In a small claims case appearing to mir-
ror medical malpractice standards, judge
pro tem Edmond Siegel ruled in favor of
car owner Lynda Jackson’s $1,313 claim
that Steve Taub’s
Porche Audi dealer-
ship should have told
her that her Audi need-
ed new brakes before
her warranty expired.

When Jackson
brought her 1998 Audi
into Steve Taub Inc. in August of 2000 for
a check-up covered under her 3-year war-
ranty, she claimed the repair shop didn’t
diagnose problems with the front and rear
brakes, as well as a disc, a new boot and
rotor. So when she returned the next April
for a routine oil change, she was surprised
to learn that the car needed $2,500 in
repairs. The delay was costly because her
warranty had expired two months earlier.

Like many medical patients, Jackson got
a second opinion — which she felt reaf-
firmed Taub’s delayed diagnosis. She had
the repairs done by a competitor, but
argued that had Taub properly alerted her,
they would have been covered under war-
ranty at Steve Taub Inc.

Consumer
7 watch

up in the rivers and oceans, and in our
treatment plant; so there’s really a two-
prong benefit.”

So far the city has used the new con-
crete in some “minor projects” around
town, but now officials say they feel com-

See ALLEYS, page 3

Auto dealership faulted
for missing diagnosis

BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

“I couldn’t believe that all the damage
had occurred and they didn’t see it,” she
said. “Prior to going into service, none of
those problems existed.”

Steve Taub Inc.’s service manager, Ardy
Ghaffari, said it would have been prema-
ture to diagnose Jackson’s Audi as needing
new brakes. After all, she had traveled
another 7,000 miles before the problems
were observed, he noted. Several repair
shops have noted that it’s possible for
brakes to go bad in
that period, depending
on the driver.

“So much time had
elapsed and she had
come in after her war-
ranty expired,” he told
the judge, adding the
car is supposed to have sensors that tell the
driver when the brakes are going bad.

Jackson said the second opinion
revealed that the car’s brakes were “metal
on metal” — in very bad shape — and that
no sensor had ever gone off.

Questioned by Judge Siegel on how
thick the brake pads must be when they
need to be replaced, Ghaffari said four mil-
limeters. His technical testimony may have
wrapped up the case for Jackson.

“That is putting an awful amount of risk
on the driver,” Siegel told Ghaffari. “I
don’t know if that’s appropriate that she
would go metal to metal in 7,000 miles.
You allowed her to go that far and that’s

See REPAIR, page 3
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Santa Monica Daily Press
now at newsstands around fhe city

Readers and customers can now find the Daily Press in permanent
newsstands at these locations:

* 17th Street and Montana Avenue; northwest corner in front the pharmacy

* 14th Street and Montana Avenue; northeast corner in front of Peets Coffee

* Montana Avenue, between 14th-15th Streets; in front of Jamba Juice

« 7th Street and Montana Avenue; northeast corner, in front of Starbucks Coffee

* 3rd Street and Wilshire Boulevard, northeast corner; in front of Surla Table

* Ocean Avenue and Wilshire Boulevard; in front of the Bank of California
building

» Wilshire Boulevard, between 22nd-23rd Streets; in front of Manhattan Bagel

* 14th and Santa Monica Boulevard; in front of Chevron

* Wilshire Boulevard and Lincoln Boulevard; in front of Baja Fresh

 Colorado Boulevard and 3rd Street; in front of Santa Monica Place

» Santa Monica Courthouse

Watch for future newsstands at a location near you!

€% HOROSCOPE

Get in some extra Z’s, Sag

JACQUELINE BIGAR'S STARS

The stars show the kind of day you'll have:
([ -Dynamic [ -Positive [T

ARIES (March 21-April 19)

[ You drive a hard bargain. Those around you
will hardly realize what you are up to. You’re subtle
with your intellectual questions when helping others
view a situation as you do. Seek out an expert if need
be. Adapt plans. Open up to different thinking, too.
Tonight: A friend tries to lure you into joining him or
her.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

(D Others seek you out. If you are to get any-
thing done, you must close your door. Be practical in a
discussion with someone you sometimes find to be
ungrounded. A meeting provides much insight and per-
spective. Tonight: Jump to a boss’s request.

@’ GEMINI (May 21-June 20)

[  Plug into work, especially if you want to free up
some additional time. A boss might ask you to take the
lead role on a project. You can get everything done, as
long as you screen your calls. Realize how refreshing a
walk or break can be for you. Tonight: Opt for a
favorite sport or exercise.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)

[mm Your imagination could cause a problem with
aloved one. You might be creating cotton candy in your
brain when reality is actually different. Make an effort
to understand where someone is coming from. Ask this
person to walk you through his or her logic. Tonight:
Be more honest with someone.

Q%" LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

[  If you can work from home, do so; otherwise,
shut your door at work. You’re gung-ho about clearing
out a project. A meeting proves to be fruitful if you
allow someone to brainstorm away. Difficulties arise
from a partnership. You simply do not see eye to eye.
Tonight: Hang out.

@ VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

[[m Speak your mind, with an eye to enlisting like-
minded individuals or supporters. Don’t worry, some-
one somewhere will play devil’s advocate. Be thankful
for different voices. Don’t push beyond your limits.
Your nerves could easily be shattered. Take a break
when you need to, and ease pressure. Tonight: Relax
with a pal.

-Average [ -So-so U-Difficult
,/LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

You’re OK with spending money in order to
make money. Still, be circumspect about what is going
on here. You don’t live with a money tree in your back-
yard. Dig into work with enthusiasm. Don’t let a child
or loved one distract you; this person might try nearly
anything. Tonight: Pay bills.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
[m Verify what you’re hearing! On some level,
you might feel as if it is too good to be true. Your cre-
ativity and strong will often cause you to drive a hard
bargain. Think about different approaches that could
enhance your success. Tonight: Ask for what you want.
Give up being shy.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
[mm Your instincts help you with finances. You
could be confused by someone and his or her very odd
behavior. Check out an investment, possibly in your
home. Make sure your expectations will be fulfilled.
Don’t push someone too hard. Explore this person’s
ideas. Tonight: Get some extra Z’s.

@CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

[ Your ideas are met with recognition and
weighed very carefully. Others find you to be a source
of excellent judgment. Listen to friends, but draw your
own conclusion. Meetings add to your prestige and
awareness. Use extra care financially. Tonight: Follow
the crowd.

\‘ AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
[Im Others seek you out for feedback. Give some-
one acknowledgment. Brainstorm with this person.
Demonstrate that you walk your talk. Follow through
on your words with actions. Carefully check any paper-
work that you sign today. You might even surprise your-

self. Tonight: Burn the candle at both ends.

’ PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)

[ Your high energy energizes someone, help-
ing this person to complete a project or make a call.
Start thinking about taking a vacation. Hop on the Net;
talk to a loved one. You shake up the status quo. You
might even shock yourself with a decision. Tonight:
Flip through travel brochures.

Tonight ... Clear with a low of 51
Tomorrow ... Partly cloudy

Today ... Partly cloudy with a high 70°F.
°F.
High—70°F

Low—50°F

P4 QUOTE of the DAY

“The trouble with the rat race is that
even if you win you’re still a rat.”

— Lily Tomlin
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LOCAL

Some alleys may not|
be replaced because
of budget shortfall

ALLEYS, from page 1

fortable enough using it on all the alleys.

“We’ve been experimenting with it on a
pilot basis for the past few years,” said
Perkins. “Permeable concrete has only
been available for the past few years com-
mercially, and that’s about as long as we
have been using it.”

“It was horrible before
they came through

for next year’s municipal budget stem-
ming from a loss of sales tax revenue
which could threaten the alleyways proj-
ect.

“Everybody is taking budget cuts right
now,” said Robin Jarit, street superintend-
ent for the city. “So who knows, maybe
this might get put on hold for a while.”

City workers have replaced the alley-
ways in the Pico neighborhood. But now

they replace alleys across town from each |

other to make sure construction is not cen-
tered in one place.

“Now people are catching on and I get
calls all day long from people who want

Carolyn Sackariason/Daily Press

With Scott LLamar supervising and Raul Sanchez cleaning up, city worker
Anthony Barnes cuts the pavement in the alley between Pico Boulevard and
Pearl Street at 20th Street. The city is replacing alleys in the next five years that
will cost upwards of $2 million.

here. It is much
better than it was.

their alleys fixed too,” said Jarit. “But
we’re trying to do projects evenly spread
out around the city in different neighbor-

— BRUCE BARCLAY
Santa Monica resident

Replacing all 656 alleys in the city —
which range from 137 to 1,100 feet long
— will take almost five years, costing
$528,000 each year, totaling $2.65 million.

To complete the project, the city also
has purchased about $300,000 in new
paving equipment and hired a new part-
time crew of seven.

However, officials say cuts are looming

hoods so that we don’t favor one area.”

Residents say they are more than happy
to put up with the hassles of construction if
their alleys are being redone.

“It was horrible before they came
through here,” said Bruce Barclay, a res-
ident who lives on 11th Street between
Wilshire Boulevard and California
Avenue. The alley behind his apartment
was replaced in November. “It is much
better than it was.” However, it doesn’t
deter people from speeding through the
narrow strip or deter traffic from the El
Cholo restaurant, he added.

After each alleyway is completed,
the city mails a survey to all residents
and businesses on its borders asking if
the job was satisfactory.

“It’s a personal touch with the city
crews doing the work,” said Jarit.
“With contractors, residents get frus-
trated but with the city crews there is
more of a sense of pride.”

For the public works department,
the alleyway project has been a source
of self-respect. It is one of the largest
construction projects of its kind
undertaken by city employees. Most

projects are done by outside contrac-
tors.

“This is going to another level and
the department is really stepping up to
the plate,” said Jarit. “It’s something
we should all be proud of.”

Public works employees say they
have been amazed that the alleys last-
ed as long as they did.

“Most of these were first done in the
’60s,” said Jarit. “Basically, they were
one inch of asphalt over dirt. We’re
really putting some alleys in that will
last, hopefully way past my time.”

Letters

Paper of record where?

Editor:

I read L.A. Times newspaper this morning and
almost choked on my generic Kaptain Krunch cereal.

In the California section, or the “designated” paper
of general circulation in Santa Monica, there were
printed three Santa Monica notices of interest for the
people of Santa Monica.

Does the L.A. Times have a contract with the City
of Santa Monica to print these? Is the agreement “in-
bulk,” or is it a charge per boxed item printed, per
issue(s) distributed?

Please check the paper, and see that on page B9
there are “displayed” the three Santa Monica notices.

My more specific and more direct questions are as
follows:

1. Does the rent control board hearing notices get
billed to the city or to the rent control board directly, as
an independent entity?

2. Why are there two Landmarks Commission
notices in the paper on one page? Please note that the
2625 Third Street matter is “displayed” twice. Why?

3. Is the staff evaluation available for review at the
L.A. Times offices, or only with the Santa Monica city
clerk, and does it include the “appropriate and archi-
tectural compatible” information about this property,
as disclosed in your paper about other properties that
appear to be modified in accordance with reverse
NIMBY policies? Was the duplication done with intent
to obfuscate the second property?

I await your response or printing in the paper of my
concerns.

Thomas D. Carter
Santa Monica

Auto dealership will appeal ruling

REPAIR, from page 1

your responsibility.”

Siegel ordered that the Santa Monica-based Steve
Taub Inc. pay Jackson $1,313 — the amount she paid
to make the repairs, which came in $1,187 less than
Taub’s original estimate.

“If I could have (diagnosed

under the warranty), | would
have because | would have
gotten paid. Half of the time,
the customer doesn’t come
back. She’ll go to someone
who can break our prices.”

— ARDY GHAFFARI
Service manager, Steve Taub Porsche Audi

Ghaffari said he will appeal the judge’s decision and
said he isn’t surprised because California is a “con-
sumer friendly state.”

“It’s a joke,” he said. “She neglected her car and it’s
our fault?”

A dealership doesn’t have a financial incentive to
wait until a warranty has expired, some service man-
agers said. They noted that warranties sometimes pay
better than straight labor at the service shop.

Even though repair prices are based on dealership
labor books and price catalogs, the parent companies
sometimes give larger allowances for work done —
such as “access time” which is more expensive because
a part may be harder to get to than another, said Santa
Monica Ford Service Advisor Dennis Amey.

“The standard they set may be higher,” he said.
“Retail repair in some cases is less.”

Both Ghaffari and Amey say the dealership would
rather do the warranty work because it’s guaranteed
business. In Jackson’s case, Steve Taub Inc. lost the
after-warranty repair business to a competitor who was
less expensive.

“If I could have (diagnosed under the warranty), |
would have because I would have gotten paid,”
Ghaffari said. “Half of the time, the customer doesn’t
come back. She’ll go to someone who can break our
prices.”

Amey agrees.

“It doesn’t always guarantee that the customer will
come back for that work,” he said. “There is no gain (in
not diagnosing under warranty.)”

And while Amey believes that it is the dealership’s
responsibility to alert car owners to major safety
repairs that could pose a risk, he has seen motorists
blow through brakes within 7,000 miles.

“The judge ruled in favor of the consumer but that
doesn’t mean it’s right,” he said.

Ghaffari said the dealership would not be able to
recover from Audi any funds it must pay Jackson.

YOUR OPINION MATTERS! send your letters to Santa Monica Daily Press: Attn. Editor

530 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 200 ¢ Santa Monica * 90401 ¢ sack@smdp.com
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Looking for the
Daily Press?

The Santa Monica Daily Press is a free newspaper
that 1s circulated throughout all six commercial
zones within the Santa Monica city limits.

Hundreds of copies can be found in
news racks at these local businesses:

Wilshire Boulevard Locations:

* Crown Books

* Marina Pastries

» Wells Fargo
 California Chicken Café
» Manhattan Bagel
» Smug’s Harbor

* O’Briens Pub

* LA Subs

» Koo Koo Roo

e Thai Boxes

e Fromin Deli
 Supercuts

» Bagel Nosh

e Santa Monica Pizza Kitchen
* [zzy’s Deli

* Vons

» Baskin Robbins
 Vienna Bakery

* JP’s

e The Slice

» Dagwood’s

 Baja Fresh

* The Newsroom

* Polly’s Restaurant
e Starbucks

This is not a complete list.
You can find more copies in these areas:

* Montana Avenue Commercial Zone

e Santa Monica Boulevard

e the Downtown Commercial Core (including Third Street Promenade)
¢ Main Street Commercial District

e Lincoln Commercial District.

Additional circulation points include:

* Major Hotels on Ocean Avenue
¢ Retail businesses on the Boardwalk and Santa Monica Pier districts
¢ Commercial zones on Pico and Ocean Park Boulevard.

If you are interested in becoming a distribution point (it’s free and gives your customers
just one more reason to come in), please call 310-458-PRESS (7737) x 104

INTERNATIONAL

Ebola still
in African

BY ALEXANDRA ZAVIS

Associated Press Writer

MEKAMBO, Gabon — In a shaded
jungle clearing, John Otolany watched
grimly as ghostlike men in white protec-
tive clothing lowered a small body bag
into the ground and sprayed the grave
with disinfectant. He then reached for the
edge of his T-shirt and wiped away a tear.

Otolany’s 5-year-old nephew was the
fifth member of his family to die of the
Ebola disease. His eldest son died two
days later.

“I can’t cry any more,” he said. “If I
do, everything will fall apart.”

This is the fourth time this rare, highly
contagious form of hemorrhagic fever has
struck Ogooue Ivindo, a remote, north-
eastern province inhabited by Pygmies
and other hunter tribes — and researchers
and villagers alike are struggling to
explain why.

Rumors abound, blaming everything
from plants and monkeys to politics and
vampires.

Twenty-four people have died so far in
the region — 17 in Gabon and seven in
neighboring Republic of Congo. In the
normally sleepy town of Mekambo, a 10-
hour drive down a dirt road that winds
through a tangle of brush, trees and vines,
the outbreak has caused panic.

The sick refuse to go to the town’s
crumbling medical center, afraid they will
be told they have the disease and isolated
from all human contact. Health workers
refuse to treat patients. Those with money
send their wives and children away for
safety.

“People cross the street to avoid me,”
Otolany said. “I smell of death.”

Otolany’s sister, a nurse, was the first
in the family to die. She caught the dis-
ease from a patient — a typical pattern
with Ebola, which is transmitted through
bodily fluids and can be passed by a sim-
ple handshake.

It is one of the deadliest viral diseases,
killing 50 to 90 percent of those who
become infected.

The disease can incubate for up to
three weeks before flu-like symptoms set
in. It then starts attacking internal organs,
causing bloody diarrhea and vomiting.
Within two weeks, the victim usually is
dead from massive blood loss.

There is no cure. But the virus usually
kills its victims faster than it can spread,
burning out before it can reach too far.

More than 800 people have died of
Ebola since it was first identified in 1976
in western Sudan and in a nearby region
of Congo, according to the World Health
Organization.

Outbreaks are often years and hun-
dreds of miles apart. The disease last
struck in Uganda, killing 224 people last
year.

Death tolls have been lower in Ogooue
Ivindo, the only place in the world where
outbreaks have occurred repeatedly.
When Ebola last struck the thinly populat-
ed province in 1996-97, it killed 45 of the
60 people infected.

Ebola is believed to be carried by some
animals and insects that live with the
virus in Africa’s vast rain forests. But
researchers have been unable to pin down
the illusive reservoir, in part because of

spreading
villages

the variety of wildlife.

Most outbreaks begin with a single
introduction of the virus into a human,
who then spreads the disease in a commu-
nity. But researchers say this time there is
evidence of at least two independent
transfers in Gabon and one in Republic of
Congo.

This suggests a high number of the
virus’ natural hosts in the area, or a high
proportion of them infected with Ebola,
said Dr. Daniel Bausch, a medical epi-
demiologist with the U.S.-based Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention.

Much attention has focused on pri-
mates. Gabon’s outbreaks have all been
accompanied by reports of unusually high
numbers of dead chimpanzees, gorillas
and other animals.

A 1996 case was even traced to hunters
who skinned and chopped a chimpanzee
found dead in the forest. Researchers say
primates are unlikely to be natural hosts,
as they too become sick and die.

Authorities have advised local vil-
lagers to avoid bush meat for now. With
food scarce, hunters armed with rifles and
machetes are still seen carrying dead
monkeys home.

Many villagers question whether Ebola
really is the cause of the latest deaths,
which have mostly been confined to two
families.

“If there was Ebola here, the whole vil-
lage would be dead,” said Jean-Claude
Ndjibadi, who has lost eight members of
his extended family.

He still lives in the same mud house in
Mendemba, a tiny hunting village about
30 miles east of Mekambo, and sleeps on
the same mattress where his brother, sister
and mother died.

He blames an ancient family feud and
accuses a cousin who lived next door of
using witchcraft to poison five loved
ones. The cousin, his mother and baby
have also died.

Most villagers seem to agree with
Ndjibadi, and resent WHO’s daily visits
to monitor all who have had contact with
victims. They blame the international
medical teams for the difficulties they
now have selling their bush meat, cocoa,
coffee and other crops.

When a parliamentary vote was post-
poned in the region, disappointed candi-
dates even started accusing the govern-
ment of inventing the outbreak for their
own political purposes.

Otolany has no doubt that Ebola is rav-
aging his family and is angry authorities
did not act sooner. The outbreak was only
officially confirmed Dec. 11, though
WHO was notified earlier.

Regional health officials say their
efforts were hampered by a critical lack of
resources and experienced personnel.

Protective equipment, including gloves
and face masks, had to be flown in from
the capital, Libreville. Blood samples had
to be sent 370 miles south to a laboratory
in Franceville. Phone lines are erratic, and
the provincial health authority owns just
one vehicle.

“We should have had the material in
place, as we know Ogooue Ivindo is a
region susceptible to outbreaks,” provin-
cial health director Prosper Abessolo
Mengue acknowledged. Next time, he
hopes, things will be different.
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Argentlna requests help with economy from busmesses

BY BILL CORMIER

Associated Press Writer

BUENOS AIRES, Argentina — President Eduardo
Duhalde’s new government called on Argentine business
and industry Monday to hold down prices after a sharp
devaluation of the peso ended a decade of strength for
Latin America’s most stable currency.

“We are asking business and industry not to raise
prices,” said Duhalde’s cabinet chief, Jorge Capitanich.
He said supermarkets, shopkeepers and leading busi-
ness chambers were all asked to keep the lid on any
inflationary spurt after a nearly 30 percent devaluation
of the currency.

Argentine authorities announced over the weekend
that the peso, pegged the past 11 years at one to one
with the dollar, would be allowed to weaken. A dollar
will now officially buy 1.4 pesos for all import and
export transactions, while a parallel, free-floating rate
on foreign exchanges is to be set by the market for ordi-
nary Argentines.

Although there have been scattered reports of price
increases, many merchants said they couldn’t hike prices
even if they wanted to. Years of recession have left
Argentines strapped for cash and in no mood to spend
money on anything but essentials

Nonetheless, uncertainty gripped many Argentines
Monday as they prepared for the end of 10 years of rela-
tively stable prices. A 1989 devaluation of a previous cur-
rency, the austral, led to runaway inflation and price

hikes, still fresh on many minds.
“I’m not sure where this leads,” Adrian Gonzalez, a 42-

year-old shopkeeper, said of the latest devaluation. “I’'m
expecting the worst. But they had to do something. We
couldn’t keep suffering like we have the past few years.”

Tensions remained high amid uncertainty about possi-
ble price hikes, erosion of purchasing power and how
long bank deposits, frozen Dec. 1, will remain out of
bounds. Casa Rosada government palace in downtown
Buenos Aires was blocked off by iron barricades after the
devaluation. Security was eased when calm prevailed.

In Mendoza, scene of some of the worst provincial
unrest in December, some 100 state workers threw rocks
Monday at local government offices and clashed with
police to demand unpaid holiday bonuses. Police used
tear gas to quell the demonstration. There were no reports
of serious injury in the city, 640 miles west of Buenos
Aires.

The Buenos Aires Stock Exchange was closed
Monday for a two-day “banking holiday,” muting local
investor reaction as the country embarked on the wrench-
ing currency shift.

Overriding the worries of foreign investors and citi-
zens alike, Economy Minister Jorge Remes Lenicov
broke the news late Sunday that “one-to-one” — as the
dollar-peso rate was known — is history.

“We are devaluing, we are in collapse, Argentina is
bankrupt,” Remes Lenicov said bluntly.

The peso had been the most stable currency in Latin
America until a run on the banks last Nov. 30 saw
Argentines yank $2 billion in a day. The rioting and loot-
ing that followed forced then-President Fernando de la
Rua from office and brought on a series of interim leaders.

The abandonment of the currency peg ends a decade
of the one-to-one peso peg to the dollar, enshrined in a
1991 “Convertibility Law” used to slash hyperinflation
and to end a deep economic crisis at the time. The weak-
ening of the peso heralds a radical departure from the
unabashed free market era in which Argentina — South

Argentina

-

de pie y en paz

Associated Press
A woman holds her son as she begs in Buenos Aires
near an advertisement which reads “Argentina, on
its feet and in peace.” Despite the concerns of for-
eign investors, Argentine lawmakers on Sunday
granted President Eduardo Duhalde emergency
powers to devalue the peso and set the shattered
economy on a new, less market-friendly course.

America’s second-biggest economy — was the darling of
emerging markets.

Congress gave Duhalde sweeping emergency powers
Sunday to tackle the crisis, the worst in decades. He was
appointed Jan. 2 to serve out the term of the last elected
president, de la Rua, who was toppled Dec. 20 amid
deadly street riots.

Personal information may end up on driver’s licenses

BY TED BRIDIS

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON— The government
is taking first steps with the states to
develop drivers’ licenses that can elec-
tronically store information — such as
fingerprints — for the 184 million
Americans who carry the cards.

Privacy experts fear the effort may
lead to de facto national identification
cards that would allow authorities to
track citizens electronically, circum-
venting the intense debate over federal
ID cards.

Supporters said it was predictable
after Sept. 11, and after a briefly raucous
debate over U.S. identity cards, that offi-
cials would turn to improving existing
identification systems. With careful use,
they say, these new licenses could alert
authorities if a suspected terrorist
attempted to board an airliner, withdraw

cash or enter the country.

The Transportation Department,
under instructions from Congress, is
expected to develop rules for states to
encode data onto driver’s licenses to
prevent criminals from using them as
false identification. Under a new nation-
al standard, a license from California
could be verified and recorded using
equipment even in Texas or Florida.

In a report accompanying the funding
legislation, Congress told the depart-
ment it would “strongly encourage” offi-
cials there to develop guides quickly
with the states for electronically storing
information on licenses. “This could
benefit the nation’s efforts to improve
security,” lawmakers wrote, adding it
could also cut down on financial fraud
and underage drinking.

Transportation officials told The
Associated Press this week the depart-
ment’s new security administration

probably will take charge of the project,
still in its early stages. Already, 37 states
store information on licenses electroni-
cally — often using bar codes or a mag-
netic stripe — though none yet are
known to include fingerprints or
imprints of retinal- or facial-scans.

“What you’re seeing here is sort of a
hardening of the driver’s license that
could lead to development of a national
ID system without creating a national ID
card,” said Marc Rotenberg, head of the
Washington-based Electronic Privacy
Information Center.

“If they start scanning these things,
they can track where I go,” said Richard
M. Smith, former chief technology offi-
cer for the Privacy Foundation, an advo-
cacy organization in Denver. “If we do
this, come up with a national standard,
there’s no difference between a driver’s
license and a national ID card.”

Nathan Root, standards director for

the American Association of Motor
Vehicle Administrators, said, “When you
look at the expense of improving what
we have already versus implementing a
new national ID document, the hassle
and expense just don’t compare.” He
said, “It would be a better idea just to
work with what we have.”

The association, based in Arlington,
Va., has already developed detailed
guides for storing information on
licenses. Its current rules do not require
states to include biometric data, such as
fingerprints or retinal scans, but that
could change. “It was not practical, not
before September 11,” Root said. “It
wasn’t popular to include anything like
that.”

The association represents all the
state motor vehicle agencies in the
United States and Canada, and counts
as associate members the U.S. govern-
ment and Mexico.

Judge denies Microsoft request to delay anti-trust case

BY D. IAN HOPPER
AP Technology Writer

WASHINGTON — Microsoft lawyers failed Monday
to persuade a federal judge to delay the company’s
antitrust case, clearing the way for a March trial.

“This schedule is well within the range afforded the
parties throughout this case,” U.S. District Judge Colleen
Kollar-Kotelly said at the hearing’s outset. “Certainly no
one can claim that they lack the resources.”

Microsoft did succeed in raising concerns that some
competitors called to testify by the nine states suing
Microsoft aren’t cooperating with the software giant’s
lawyers. Several firms scheduled to testify — including
Oracle, Sun Microsystems and AOL Time Warner — have
lobbied for the broader penalties the states now seek.

Dan K. Webb, Microsoft’s lead attorney, said only six
of the 24 companies served with subpoenas have respond-
ed at all. Webb said he soon may have to ask the court to
compel their cooperation.

“I need a good hunk of these documents before I do

depositions,” Webb said, naming SBC Communications
as one offender.

“This schedule is well within
the range afforded the parties
throughout this case’”

— COLLEEN KOLLAR-KOTELLY
U.S. district judge

Kollar-Kotelly said if any Microsoft competitor
refused to cooperate with Microsoft, she would bar them
from testifying for the states.

“You can’t be friendly to one group and not to the
other,” she said. “I want that message to go out loud and
clear.”

Kollar-Kotelly continued pushing the two sides toward
discussions rather than litigation by forcing them to sub-

mit a report on what they agreed were the facts of the case
— as well as their differences. The judge said she would
use the report to speed up the process, in which she will
have to decide what penalties the company should face for
limiting consumer choice and breaking antitrust law.

Both Webb and Brendan Sullivan, the lead attorney for
the states, expressed doubts they could come to any agree-
ments, but Kollar-Kotelly did not relent.

“Hope springs eternal from the court’s side,” she said.

University of Baltimore law professor Bob Lande said
the judge’s denial of Microsoft’s request was a major
blow to the company. Delay of the remedy hearing could
allow more time for the judge to approve a settlement
reached by the federal government and nine other states,
which would hurt the remaining states’ case.

The states that did not sign onto that settlement are
Iowa, California, Connecticut, West Virginia, Utah,
Minnesota, Kansas, Florida and Massachusetts. Those
remaining states, as well as the District of Columbia,
decided to hold out for stricter penalties.
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NVEwS OF THE WEIRD | GET NOTICED!

ADVERTISE!

100% ORGANIC NEWS ...

by Chuck Shepard

Even ‘super secret’ employees go on strike

In December, a Nevada association of private security guards who work at the federal gov-
ernment's super-secret "Area 51" at Groom Lake, 90 miles from Las Vegas, went on strike for
higher wages and benefits. In fact, the association president told reporters he could not even
divulge the location of his workplace but that the questioner should "use your imagination."
When at work, the guards report to the airport in Las Vegas and are flown in nondescript
planes to the site, which they are trained to refer to as "nowhere" and "out of town." The
guards are called "camo dudes" locally because they wear camouflaged uniforms on patrol.

PICKED FRESH DAILY.

Santa Wonica Daily Dress

310.458.7737
Fax: 310.576.9913
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CLASSIFIEDS

Employment _J_Employment

ADMIN ASSISTANT to Presi-
dent. Small investment compa-
ny. Requires MS/word,Excel,
AOL, 50-60 wpm., 3-5 years ex-
perience, phones, investor rela-
tions, travel arrangements. Fax
resume (310)827-5541

ESTHETICIAN/MASSAGE
ROOM available in busy hair
and skin salon. Credit card
processing, parking, great envi-
ronment w/ fun people. Call
Peter or just drop by 13114
Washington Blivd., MDR
(310)383-0357

PARALEGAL W/3 years or
more experience; self-starter,
assertive and organized; able to
handle heavy client contact;
suitable writing skills required;
Pl experience necessary; medi-
cal record review exp,; bilingual
Spanish a plus. Please email
resume to kgallo@biren.com

RECEPTIONIST FOR busy up-
scale Brentwood Salon. Full-
time, Tues. - Sat. Position
starts  January 1  2002.
(310)471-5555

FACILITY MANAGER Small
west side school seeks organ-
ized, motivated manager to su-
pervise crew. Exp. preferred.
32+hours/wk. AM’s  Mon-Fri,
some flexibility, call (310)451-
5657

FINISH CARPENTERS Experi-
ence in fine custom residential
required, 3yrs minimum. Must
have references & tools.
Call(310)822-0685, fax ref. to
(310) 822-0785

FLORAL DESIGNER needed
for flower shop in Century City.
Please call (310)785-0669
GENERAL OFFICE Assistant
for busy Marina Del Rey travel
office. Microsoft Word, Excel.
Contact: Billy (310)823-7979

HAIR STYLIST, ESTHETICIAN
& RECEPTIONIST wanted for
Campus Cuts salon at UCLA. 2
positions open. Stylist Minimun
2 years experience. (310)206-
4770

JIFFY LUBE
Customer Service
Join the best and be part of the
J-Team. F/T, PIT & Flex.
hours. Santa Monica location.
Retail cashier/calculator exper
w/ computer knowledge helpful.
Valid Calif. DL/English required.
Competitive wages
w/health/dental/401k & vacation
benefits. Must pass
physical/drug exam. EOE
(562)806-4948

MANICURIST FOR Busy Santa
Monica Salon. Full-time, com-
mission or rented. Open 9am-
8pm. (310)450-8669
MANICURIST FOR busy up-
scale Brentwood Salon. Lots of
walk-ins. Can build very quickly
full time rent or commission call
(310)471-5555

MEDICAL ASSISTANT part-
time dermatology office. Marina
Del Rey (310)821-0861

MEDICAL BACK OFC Family
Practice in Santa Monica. Ex-
perience necessary. Fax re-
sume to (310)395-2063

RETIRE IN two years with a six
figure residual income. Part
Time and Full Time. (888)412-
6921

REWARDING SALES CA-
REER. Int'l firm with 16 years
success track record seeks ex-
perienced business person M/F
to sponsor & coach clients on
maximizing & protecting wealth.
Comprehensive training & sup-
port. Call  Mr. Kenedy
(800)600-5149

THE SANTA Monica Daily
Press is looking for Advertising
Account Executives. Print ad-
vertising and consultave/solu-
tion based selling experience a
plus. Email resume and cover
letter to Ross at
ross@smdp.com

UPSCALE MONTANA Ave. sal-
on has 2 stations available for
rental. $300 / week with sham-
poo assistant. (310)451-3710

ADULT 3 wheel bicycle. One
year old and had been ridden
12-15 hours. (310)450-2395

SONY VAIO R505JSlaptop.
850 MHz, 30G, CDRW/DVD,
256 MB RAM, 10/100, Windows
XP, 12.1" Active Matrix screen.
Super thin, super light and su-
per fast! $2000 (orig. $2496).
Chris (310)821-5611

Boats

20’ CAL: Good condition. Com-
pletely stock. Xtra Geona sail.
Motor. Incl. cust. trailer. $1900
(310)391-4051

HOUSE SITTING position want-
ed. Santa Monica. Westside.
Will water lawn and plants.
Feed and walk pets. Collect
mail and newspapers. Maintain
household. Compensation flex-
ible. Contact Elliot (310)661-
9155

27" CATALINA, Immac liva-
boad/Cruiser. Many xtras.
MdR slip. $6900 obo (310)892-
4616

LADERA HEIGHTS: Single
4820 Slauson Ave. #1 Stove,
carpet, blinds, laundry, parking,
no pets. $500 & up Call 323-
298-0221

MAR VISTA: Single 12746 Pa-
cific Ave. #4 Stove, frig, D/W,
AIC, carpet, blinds, laundry, in-
tercom-entry, parking, no pets.
$700 Call 310-578-7512

MDR LUXURY Silver Strand
Ocean view, Lrg 2bdr, 2ba.
Frplc D/W, pool, A/C, tennis,
sauna, spa, sec, nr bch. $2300.
(310)306-0363

OFFICE SUBLET; 1, 2, or 3 of-
fices available. Great location
in Santa Monica starting @
$450.00/month. available imm-
ed. Steve (310)392-6100

PDR MANITOBA West 2bdr +
loft Condo. New crpt/paint.
Pool, spa, hot tub tennis, pad-
dle tennis, gym. Available now.
$1700mo Agt Sheila: (310)338-
1311

PDR: LUXURY Condo 2bd/2ba,
frplc, 2 balc, pools, jacuzzi, sau-
na, W/D in unit, racquet ball
courts, security parking, exer-
cise room, all appliances, 1
year lease $1750 (310)871-
7812

VENICE HOUSE for rent
$1975. 3+1 Approx. 1000s.f.
Hrdwd & carpets. Remodeled
kitchen, pvt. garden. Very
clean. New appliances, inside
W/D. 2477 Walnut Ave.

Call: (310)395-1880

VENICE: $995, 1Bdrm & Sin-
gle $850. Stove, refrig, carpet,
laundry, utilities included, park-
ing, no pets. 501 N. Venice
Blvd. Call 9am to 7pm JKW
Properties 310-574-6767

VENICE: 2bdrm+2bath, park-
ing,1 block from beach, mini
bar, $1700 + sec. dep.
(310)305-9659

VENICE: DUPLEX 2+1 WI/D,
appliances, hardwood floors
$1700 2 blocks to Abbot Kin-
ney. N/P 627 San Juan Ave.
(310)399-7235

VENICE: Lrg 1+1 w/grt lite.
Huge closet, stove, W/D on site.
Off the canals. $1325
(310)305-8109

VENICE: 3+2, Lrg, sunny up-
per unit, 4 plex. French doors,
balcony, parking. $2100
(310)581-5379

VENICE: ON BOARDWALK
Sec. building. Clean 1bd/loft
bdrm+1.2 level balcony.
w/vu.frig, stv., D/W, Indry, gtd,
prkg. $1850. (310)823-6349

W. LA 2464 Barrington 3bdr,
3ba Lrg rooms, all appliances
included. Fireplace, marble
countertops, in unit W/D. Gated
parking elevator, intercom en-
try. $2195. OPEN DAILY. Mgr.
Call: (310)390-9401

W. LA: 2464 Barrington Ave.
4bd/4ba  Very Lrg unit, spa-
cious closets, marble counters,
stove, refrig, d/w, nu paint, frplc,
gtd prkg intercom entry, eleva-

tor. W/D in unit. Open daily.
$2695. Mgr. Call: (310)390-
9401

S.M.: 2+1, 3 blocks to beach.
Huge balcony, parkay floors,
Indry, prkg. Ocean view. $2100.
(310)399-1273

SM $1800 2+2. Approxi-
mately 1100s.f. 2 car enclosed
gar. No. of Wilshire Bl. Walk to
Montana Shops. 2020 Wash-
ington Ave. Call: (310)395-1880

24’ ISLANDER ‘66: 6hp Evin-
rude, 6-gal metal tank, radio,
galley, sleeps 4 $1990 obo
(310)645-3104

27'BAYLINER BUCCANEER
Great live-aboard, very spa-
cious, aft cabin MUST SELL!
$5950 obo. (310)417-4141

- ALBANIA -

If Albanian is your native
tongue and you have time to
teach two elderly people a little
of that language, Please call
(310)450-2395.

NIGHT MANAGER needed for
Santa Monica Restaurant. Ex-
perience a must. Please fax re-
sume to (310)393-6840

WANTED 29 people serious
about losing weight.
Dr. Recommended.
100% natural!
No drugs.
Call now (310)285-3115

SM $1395 Spacious 2 Bdrm 1
Ba with prkg. New carpet. 501
Raymond Ave. (310)573-7452

SM $1400 Lg 2 bdrm 1 ba,
hrdwd fl, lots of closets, stove,
prkg, Idry rm Quiet area
(310)396-1644

STUDIO SPACE FOR LEASE
avail 1500sf Santa Monica. AM,
Eves, Sun, for classes, work-
shops, meetings. E. Pico, Am-
ple Parking. Karen 310-396-
5990

VENICE BEACH Lrg 1+1 apt.
Enclosed patio, 1/2 block to
beach. N/p w/stv & refrig $1250
(310)641-1149

VENICE: $1350 1Bdr + 1Ba
Hdwd floors. W/D in unit. 1128
6th Ave. No pets. (310)399-
7235

W. LOS ANGELES: 1+1 2471
Sawtelle Blvd. #103  Stove,
D/W, A/IC, fireplace, blinds, car-
pet, laundry, intercom-entry,
gated parking, cat ok. $1050
Call 310-578-7512

Vehicles for sale

1970 VW Bug in good condi-
tion, new floors, upholstery.
$1800 or best offer. Call
(323)259-8500

BUSINESS WRITER/MEDIA re-
lations specialist: offers 16
years experience in public rela-
tions and investor relations
available for short and long-ter
m assignments. Call Jane to-
day to implement strategy for
improved media coverage and
increased customer/investor in-
terest (310)452-4310

CHILD & ELDERLY CARE: Ex-
perienced Mature, female, veg-
etarian available immeadiately
for caregiving. Xint references.
Call Omanasa (310)314-8248

CHILD CARE: Mature, intelli-
gent, kind & compassionate.
Former nursery school experi-
ence. References available.
Audry Norris (310)854-2053

CHRISTMAS FAMILY POR-
TRAITS at your SM home or
our SM studio. Headshots for
performers. Beautiful samples
at  www.southern-exposure.tv
Great prices (310)260-1255

COMPUTER DOCTOR - Re-
pairs, Tutoring, Web Design,
Patient, Reliable. Russell
(310)709-7595

DESIGN DRAWINGS Interior-
Exterior. Drawings can help
you avoid costly mistakes &
better visualize your remodel
projects. 30 years experience.
References. (310)836-4797

ELDERLY CARE PROVIDER
Living in Santa Monica, immedi-
ately available for full or part
time work. References availa-
ble upon request. Please call
Lita (310)394-3197

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTANT
available to come to your
home/business and help clean-
up, free-up and organize your fi-
nances. Professional services
included; Quicken / Quickbooks
set-up and management, estab-
lishing on-line banking services,
accounting, payroll, employee
benefits and other professional
matters. Flexible weekly /
monthly programs and excellent
references. Please call Roland.
(310)230-2341

FRIENDLY & SKILLED Com-
puter Support Services. Setup,
upgrade, internet connections &
networks.  Home or Office,
Westide (310)663-3644. Rea-
sonable Rates.

96 VOLVO 850 turbo, teal blue
with tan interior 61,000 miles
(310)280-0840

Services

AT YOUR SERVICE!
Professional Personal Assis-
tant. Strong office skills. Great
references, reliable transporta-
tion. (310)452-4310

GARDEN CONSULTANT Mov-
ing? Add thousands of $$$'s to
property value by enhancing
curb appeal. Let me help. Res-
onable rates & references.
Free Estimate. Mary Kay Gor-
don (310)264-0272

KNITTING LESSONS Yarn,
Supplies, Patterns, Finishing &
Design, STICH & ROW, Knitting
Arts Center, 15200 Sunset
Blvd., Suite 111, Pacific Pali-
sades (310)230-9902

PET STOPS WEST Boston’s
Finest Daily and Vacation pet
sitting service for over a decade
comes to Santa Monica. Li-
censed, bonded, insured.
(310)264-7193

SPANISH TEACHER/TUTOR,
Santa Monica native speaker w/
M.A. from U. of MI Berlitz
trained. Convers/Grammer, all
levels/ages. Fun. Lissette
(310)260-1255

TENNIS LESSONS Learn the
game of tennis (effortlessly).
Have fun! Get in shape.
Group/private. Call Now! Intro
lesson free. Certified Instructor
(310)388-3722

The State-Of-The-Art
Videoconferencing Solution
Fixed 30 frames per second
Currently being used by; The
US Navy, Smithsonian Institu-
tion, the Mayors office in San
Diego and New York, The Uni-
fied School District of San Die-
go, Police and Fire Depart-
ments, Warner Brothers, CNN
and Turner Networks. Call to-
day: West Coast Video Phone

(310)392-0799

TUTORING
K-12 academics, K-adult com-
puter, Learning Disabilities Spe-
cialist. Reasonable rates. Wise
Owl Education (310)209-9032

Business Opps

$1500/MO. PT - $4500-
$7200/mo. FT Intl Company
needs Supervisors & Assis-
tants. Full training. Free infor-
mation.  (866)412-8036  or
www.kes-homebusiness.com

ATTENTION: WORK from
home. $500 - $2500/mo PT.
$3k - $7k/mo FT. Free booklet.
(800) 935-5041.
Dreamtimeisnow.com

EARN A VERY HIGH CASH
FLOW. Lend @10% to a fast
growing firm & get your money
back in 16-19 months, + earn a
royalty of 7 TIMES loan
amount, 60% annual return. Il
show you this is real over lunch.
$25K min. Elliot (310)745-3512

IF YOUR not afraid to speak in
front of small groups & like the
idea of unlimited income. Call
(877)772-7729 independent as-
soc.

SALES ENTREPRENEURS
wanted. Gourmet Coffee/Es-
presso Industry. Invest only
your time and skill, unlimited in-
come. (310)675-0717

WORK FROM home.
Business opportunity.
P/T $500-$1,500
F/T $1500-$5000 monthly
Call now (310)285-3115

Health/Beauty

VIACREME FOR women
works! Developed and recom-
mended by gynecologists. Or-
der vc.com. (310)312-0662

MONICA LYNN DEVITO
05/01/56 Please call home im-
meadiatly.  Others with info
email: moniphome@aol.com

Lost & Found

FOUND - set of keys with silver

metal flower keychain. Found
at 601 California. Please call
(310)458-7737.

JOIN THE CLASSIEST GIG IN TOWN!

With the classiest representative in town ...
Call Angela at the Santa Monica Daily Press

and place your classified ad today!

310.458.7737 ext.101




Page 8 = Tuesday, January 8, 2002 = Santa Monica Daily Press

BACK PAGE

Big money in por

By the Associated Press

BOISE, Ildaho — An Idaho company landed a $3
million contract for what might be the most sought after
seats at the Winter Games in Salt Lake City — the
portable potties.

“Jobs of this scope are very rare,”
chairman of A-Company Inc.

The job is so big that A-Company has had to partner
with four other firms to supply the 2,600 portable toilets
Olympic organizers have ordered for the Winter Games.

Because of the size of the project, the company real-
ized it would be difficult to handle it all, so they recruit-
ed four other companies to help, Moore said. The other
companies are Andy Gump Inc. and A Throne Co., both
of California, and Northwest Cascade of Tacoma, Wash.,

and Super Bowl Portable Restrooms Inc. of Denver.
Moore said the Olympic potty contract is 10 times big-

ger than any other in the company’s 29-year history. The

said Larry Moore,

firm has had the portable toilet contract for the Boise
River Festival for the past few years, but that job only
involved a few hundred potties.

“Our whole goal is to make sure
that portable restrooms and
sanitation comes off as a high
point in the Olympics.”

— LARRY MOORE
A-Company Inc. chairman

Still, Moore is confident he can handle the job.
“There’s a lot of work involved, but we feel good
about it,” he said. “We’re right on schedule.”

table potties for Winter Olympics

The firm’s road to the Olympics began in earnest two
years ago when the Moore brothers started putting
together a bid for the project.

Jeff Moore said they ended up spending more than
$40,000 just preparing the bid.

A-Company was awarded the contract in March 2001,
and since then has been busily preparing for the job. All
2,600 restrooms are new and are being assembled onsite
in Utah. The company has until Feb. 3 to have everything
completed and ready to go.

The Moores admit they have heard their share of potty
jokes and horror stories. But all smirking aside, they said
they want everyone who attends this year’s Olympics to
have nothing but good things to say about their portable
toilet experiences.

“If our job isn’t taken seriously it will hurt the whole
industry,” Larry Moore said. “Our whole goal is to make
sure that portable restrooms and sanitation comes off as a

high point in the Olympics.”

Artist to pay $75,000 of profits to Three Stooges heirs

BY GINA HOLLAND

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — Heirs of the
Three Stooges will get profits from
posthumous depictions of Moe, Larry
and Curly, thanks to the Supreme Court.

The court bypassed a chance to give
First Amendment protection to photogra-
phers and artists who specialize in
celebrities, turning back an appeal from
Los Angeles artist Gary Saderup.
Justices did not comment in refusing to
review the case that pitted freedom of
expression against property rights.

Saderup also lost in the California

Supreme Court, which ruled last spring
that he violated a state law by not getting
consent before putting a picture of the
slapstick comedians on shirts and litho-
graphs.

Now Saderup must pay the $75,000 he
made from the products to the heirs and
cover their legal fees.

Saderup’s attorney, Stephen R.
Barnett, in urging justices to accept the
appeal, said the California ruling
“offends not only the proverb that ‘one
picture is worth a thousand words,” but
also the First Amendment’s prohibition
on legal monopolies over facts.”

The heirs’ attorney, Robert N.
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Benjamin, said the artist was trying to
“twist the facts and the law in an attempt
to make a constitutional issue where
none exists.”

California is one of 17 states that give
heirs some right to control publicity. In
that state, heirs have rights to the like-
nesses, names, voices, signatures and
photographs for 70 years after the death.

Jerome (Curly) Howard died in 1952.
Larry Fine and Moe Howard died in
1975. A fourth stooge, Curly Joe DeRita,
joined the group after the death of the
original Curly. Fine, Moe Howard and
DeRita formed a management company
in 1959 that owns rights to both versions
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of the Three Stooges. That company is
now controlled by the actors’ heirs.

Saderup did a charcoal drawing of the
original trio and sold lithographs for
from $20 to $250 and shirts for about
$20 out of a temporary booth in a subur-
ban Los Angeles shopping mall. The
state court said Saderup’s renditions of
three unsmiling stooges, including two
with their eyes open wide, were mer-
chandise, not art.

Using that decision, “Judges become
art critics,” Barnett told the Supreme
Court.

The case had been closely followed by
the licensing industry.
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