
BY RYAN HYATT
Daily Press Staff Writer

MALIBU CITY HALL — Financial
strains may be preventing Santa
Monica public schools from reach-
ing optimum class sizes, but that
hasn’t stopped one elected official
from insisting more teachers are
needed.

“I’m not going to advocate a
blanket class size across the dis-
trict,” said Shane McLoud, a
school board member speaking to
his colleagues on Thursday. “But I
think we need to set goals that re-
allocate resources to schools and
students that need them most.”

Upon McLoud’s request, the
Santa Monica-Malibu Unified
School District provided a report
to the board of education regard-
ing class sizes on Thursday.

McLoud’s colleagues, howev-
er, weren’t about to jump on his
policy bandwagon.

■ A 23-year-old man was found
dead of smoke inhalation in a burn-
ing house in Billings, Mont., in
November, and police said, to the
best of their knowledge, it was the
man who started the fire in two
rooms to cover up the burglary he
had just committed but that he was-
n’t able to get out of the house in
time.
■ And in Reseda, Calif., in
September, one man was killed and
his pal wounded in a shootout as
they attempted a random carjacking
but didn’t realize that men in the tar-
geted car were FBI agents on sur-
veillance. 

Today is the seventh day of 2006.
There are 358 days left in the year. 

On Jan. 7, 1789, the first U.S. presi-
dential election was held. Americans
voted for electors who, a month later,
chose George Washington to be the
nation’s first president. 
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Vikings storm the beach

Fabian Lewkowicz/Daily Press
HIGH, BUT NOT DRY: Santa Monica High School’s varsity and junior varsity football teams break a sweat during con-
ditioning drills at the Santa Monica Beach on Friday under the command of Samohi head football coach Mike Burnett.

Sends a clear message

Fabian Lewkowicz/Daily Press
Brian Stephens, 39, a bill poster for Clear Channel Outdoor, covers up a Best
Buy panel with a new one advertising the upcoming film ‘The Pink Panther’
near Pico Boulevard and Main Street. The 12 x 24-foot panel takes Stephens
about 30 minutes to install.

Small class advocate stands alone

See SMALLER CLASSES, page 13

BY RYAN HYATT
Daily Press Staff writer

MALIBU CITY HALL — Students
who have met all other graduation
requirements, but have failed the
state-mandated high school exit
exam, will likely be able to walk
with their classmates in June.

The board of education for the
Santa Monica-Malibu Unified
School District decided on
Thursday the high school students
— which could number as many
as 72 — will be able to walk with
their classmates during the 2006
graduation ceremony.

“I firmly believe it doesn’t

Leaving no stone
unturned on this tour
BY GARY A. WARNER 
Associated Press Writer

LOS ANGELES — I was look-
ing for Marilyn Monroe, when
I nearly walked over Rodney
Dangerfield. Literally. I didn’t
mean it to be an “I don’t get no
respect” moment, but the path
to the most famous crypt in
California leads right past the
comedian’s grave. 

“There goes the neighbor-
hood,” reads the epitaph on
Dangerfield’s headstone at the
Pierce Brothers Westwood
Village Memorial Park. With
Natalie Wood, Jack Lemmon
and Billy Wilder nearby, it
really is a neighborhood. Even
in death, the Hollywood crowd
tends to form cliques. 

STATENot so fast:
Grads need
to pass exam

See EXIT EXAM, page 14 See CELEBRITY GRAVES, page 15



ARIES (March 21-April 19)
★★★★ Use the morning to complete

what is important. By the afternoon, you could be
more in the mood to enjoy yourself. Let go and
don’t worry so much about every penny. Yes, it is
OK to spend a little. Tonight: Your treat.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
★★★★★ Sleep in or be as lazy as you

want to be this morning. By the afternoon, the
Moon slides into your sign. Being subdued and
laid-back no longer works. Enjoy being the per-
sonality kid on the block. You might be impossi-
ble to hold back. Tonight: As you wish.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★★ You shift from fifth gear to first

midday. As a result, you might want to curl up
and take a nap this afternoon. Make it OK to take
some time off from the hectic pace. Think posi-
tively. You don’t always need an entourage.
Tonight: Do your thing.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
★★★★★ Responsibilities call this morn-

ing. You might want to think through your plans.
Feel free to reverse directions or completely
change your plans. You need to do what pleases
you for a change, rather than what pleases oth-
ers. Tonight: Where the crowds are.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
★★★★ Make calls or schedule a day trip.

Wherever you are this afternoon, you are the lead
player. Others give you an unusual amount of
respect and direction. Others cannot give you
enough attention, at least right now. Tonight:
Know that others are eyeing you.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
★★★★★ A talk with a loved one or dear

pal draws terrific results. You might want to think
carefully before you take a leap of faith, or before
you follow through on a far-out idea or sugges-
tion. Tonight: OK, be a bit different.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
★★★★ If possible, investigate new pos-

sibilities with others. Brainstorm away. You might
not have much say in the final answer. Don’t let a
case of sour grapes ruin your day or interfere with
a special relationship. Tonight: Out and about.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
★★★ You might need to clear out a key

project or run errands this morning. What hap-
pens later will demand all your time. You will like
being in demand. Sort through your many differ-
ent options. Tonight: Say yes.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
★★★★ Plan activities with children as

early as you can. You could discover there are
many different ways of proceeding with plans
later in the day. Key into your own energy levels
before you make a decision. Tonight: Go for calm.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
★★★★ You might be slow to get started.

But by the afternoon, you become frolicsome and
wild. Others simply adore being close to you or
involved with your plans. Key into an important
bond or potential one. Tonight: Paint the town
red.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
★★★★ Clear out an important letter or

call first thing this morning. By the afternoon, you
might be sluggish and need a timeout.
Understand that others might not be agreeable
with your lazy attitude. Be lazy responding to this
criticism. Tonight: At home.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
★★★★ Pay bills and handle your to-do

list before you socialize. Going to a movie and/or
joining a friend for dinner fits the bill. You will
want to be a bit more passive than unusual. Let
others talk and share as well. Tonight: Hang out.
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JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS The stars show the kind of day you’ll Have:
★★★★★-Dynamic  ★★★★-Positive  ★★★-Average  ★★-So-so  ★-Difficult

Out and about, Libra

2729 WILSHIRE BLVD., SANTA MONICA CA
Ph. (310) 828-4511             w w w . t i n d e r b o x s a n t a m o n i c a . c o m

MON-FRI. 9:30-7PMSAT: 9:30-6PMSUN: 11-4PM
THE ORIGINALEST. 1928

EXPERT PIPE & LIGHTER REPAIR
Gifts Imported from 22 countries

WE FEATURE THE WORLD’S FINEST IMPORTED PIPES

A U D I T  P E N D I N G
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HOROSCOPE

MERCEDES BENZ TAXI SERVICE

(310) 828-4200
EURO TAXI

O F  S A N T A  M O N I C A

• OUR FARES AVERAGE 20% LESS
THAN MOST OTHER LOCAL TAXI CO.

• CLEAN CARS - VANS ALSO AVAILABLE   
FOR LARGER PARTIES

• ALL OF OUR DRIVERS SPEAK
CONVERSATIONAL ENGLISH

• 24/7 DISPATCH

• ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

$26.00

FLAT TO LAX
FROM SM

Craig S. Cohen. M.D.
8420 SANTA MONICA BLVD     310/623-7370

HOUSE CALLS AND SAME DAY APPOINTMENTS

Complimentary, Confidential Consultation • Encrypted Medical Record
Compassionate Care, Expert Advice • Follows California Medical Board Guidelines

MEDICAL MARIJUANA EVALUATIONS

LA’S DOPEST DOCTOR

Tundra 2006

V8/5000 Towing Capacity
Long Bed 17/22 MPG/AUTO/AC
Stock# 6770009

All “New” 2006 Tacomas Here Now
CALL MGR DIRECT MICHAEL OR MARK

1 (888) 203-8029

TIER 1 CREDIT 12K MILES PER YEAR $1,000 TOTAL DUE @ SIGNING
+TAX LIC. AND DOC FEES

801 Santa Monica Blvd.
on the corner of Lincoln

*$20,500

Or Lease for $250 per Mo*
36 Months, $1,000 total to start.
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The Galley
Rediscover The Galley’s genuine

service while experiencing our new
weekend brunch served on our

beautiful outdoor patio.
Serving Brunch from 11AM-4PM

Full Bar-Best Bloody Mary’s in Santa Monica
(310) 452-1934

2442 Main Street • Santa Monica

EST. 1934

SURF CENTER santa monica

bCore Surf/Lifestyle Shop bbCore Surf/Lifestyle Shop b
1451 THIRD STREET PROMENADE
IN SANTA MONICA • 310.656.CURL

SNOW AND SURF REPORTS

TIDE FORECAST FOR SANTA MONICA

CONDITIONS WATER TEMP: 58°
DATA PROVIDED BY WETSAND.COM

SURF AND SNOW QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS? EMAIL ALEX@SMDP.COM

CONDITIONS
DATA PROVIDED BY ONTHESNOW.COM

SWELL FORECAST (9-17 FT)
Today, early in the morning, the swell will peak with a noticeable increase in
size. Numbers this morning are pointing to surf running 10-12 feet on the
faces on the better set waves at direct west facing breaks, with some set
waves possibly reaching near 15 feet on the face, although these will be rare.
Still, heavy surf is expected, and riptides as well as alongshore currents will
be inevitable. Caution is advised. 

LONG RANGE SYNOPSIS
WNW hits coast Saturday... 

Tracking smaller NW for midweek...

SATURDAY
Low Tide: 10:41AM 1.1FT 9:25PM 1.7FT
High Tide: 3.29AM 5.2FT 4:29PM 3.0FT

SUNDAY
Low Tide: 11:55AM 0.4FT 10:27PM 2.2FT
High Tide: 4:22AM 5.4FT 6:16PM 3.0FT

MONDAY
Low Tide: 12:52PM -0.2FT 11:28PM 2.4FT
High Tide: 5:13AM 5.7FT 7:32PM 3.2FT

TUESDAY
N/A

WEDNESDAY
N/A

THURSDAY
N/A

FRIDAY
N/A

THE Q-LINE
RESPONSES
ARE IN!

WE HAVE THE QUESTIONS.
YOU HAVE THE ANSWERS.

CHECK OUT THIS WEEK’S Q-LINE
RESPONSES ON PAGE 4.

BEAR MOUNTAIN
NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 0” 12”-12” 8:00am - 4:00pm 8 9/12

CONDITIONS: Packed Powder, Machine Groomed

JUNE MOUNTAIN
NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 0” 40" - 72" 8:30am - 4:00pm 35 6/6

CONDITIONS: Powder, Packed Powder, Machine Groomed

MAMMOTH MOUNTAIN
NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 0” 120" - 144" 8:30 am - 4 pm 100 16/28

CONDITIONS: Powder, Packed Powder, Machine Groomed

MOUNTAIN HIGH
NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 0” 10”-12” 8:00 am - 10:00 pm 12 19/16

CONDITIONS: Packed Powder, Machine Made, Machine Groomed, Hard Packed

MT. BALDY
NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 6” 8”-12” 8:00 am - 4:30 pm 4 3/4

CONDITIONS: Packed Powder, Machine Made

SNOW SUMMIT
NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 0” 12”-12” 8:00 am - 4:30 pm 8 8/13

CONDITIONS: Packed Powder, Machine Groomed

SNOW VALLEY
NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 0” 12”-12” 8:30 am - 4:30 pm 2 4/11

CONDITIONS: Packed Powder, Machine Groomed

ALL FORMS • ALL TYPES • ALL STATES

SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA
(310) 395-9922

100 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1800
Santa Monica 90401

BACK/UNFILED
TAXES?

BESTTHE BEST IN PERSONAL TRAINING

MAC FITNESS
ISSA CERTIFIED/FRENCH ALL NATIONAL SOCCER TEAM

310/854-9400
TRAINERMAC@HOTMAIL.COM

CUSTOM FITNESS PROGRAMS
FREE CONSULTATION

SMC’S shining star, Hodge, dead at 57
By Daily Press staff

Jon Hodge, SMC’s planetarium director who helped open up the wonders of the uni-
verse to tens of thousands of people over the past 26 years, died Jan. 4. He was 57.

Hodge is remembered as a charming and — even when battling cancer — ever-
cheerful man who had a
highly developed ability
to turn complex subjects
into understandable lec-
tures and lively presenta-
tions for people of all
ages. 

In a fitting tribute to
Hodge, who was on med-
ical leave since last fall
with an eye on retirement,
his colleagues in the earth
science department
arranged to have an aster-
oid named after him late
last year. Asteroid 18117
is now called
“Jonhodge.” The honor
recognized him for his
“enormous contribution
to the dissemination of
astronomical and scientif-
ic knowledge to the gen-
eral public, college stu-
dents and schoolchild-
ren,” not only for his
work at SMC, but also for
his lectures at UCLA and
Griffith Observatory.

His planetarium shows
were conducted not only
for the benefit of SMC stu-

OBITUARIES

Jon Hodge strikes a familiar pose during his tenure at SMC.

GOT ADVERTISING?
There is no more convincing medium

than a DAILY local newspaper.

Call us about the Service Directory, it’s only

$204 a month!!
Santa Monica Daily Press                    (310) 458-7737

See HODGE, page 11
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✆ “As a tenant at the now-at-risk
Territon Apartments on San Vicente, there
are two urgent resolutions that I want the
City Council to pursue at the first of the
year. Number one: The City Council’s fixa-
tion with finding and building affordable
apartments in the downtown and Pico areas
must be revisited. There are people who are
very much in jeopardy of losing their apart-
ments north of Wilshire. While the Territon
apartments may or may not be preserved,
they might not be preserved as rentals. We
understand that if the building is land-
marked, the new owner who is now in
escrow will ultimately convert the apart-
ments to condos. Which means that
whether we are tenants who have been
here short time or in the case of a very
elderly woman who participates in the City
Council — who is, I estimate, well into her
80s — we will all be out on the street. The
fate of the elderly woman is going to be very
bleak because she will probably end up in a
more expensive hotel situation. We would
also urge the City Council to revisit their
ordinance where city employees are able to
destroy records after three years. In trying
to research things about the Territon apart-
ments, we have discovered that vital docu-
ments are missing and/or are being con-
cealed by city employees taking advantage
of three-year document destruction ordi-
nance.”

✆ “Mainly the council members should
resolve to spend less time focusing on their
navels and hedges, and more on taking IQ
enhancement courses. Much good can
come from that. Two quick examples: their
dim-witted imperial decision forcing toxic
arsenic-containing fluoride chemicals on
this entire community could be reversed.
Secondly, hundreds of harmless ground
squirrels on the Palisades slopes could be
rescued from extermination resulting from
another pending dumb decision by the
council majority. We need a resolution for
more squirrels in the park and fewer on the
council.”

✆ “We want the citizens to change. We
demand to stop building shelters for the tran-
sients. The freeloaders are using us as their
servants to clean up after them. They are
crashing our homes and using our city streets
as a dumpster. Get them off the streets.”

✆ “Whenever a conflict arises that con-
cerns pedestrians. They council should lean
toward making the pedestrians happy, not
the other party.”

✆ “The biggest challenge Santa Monica
faces is the escalating indigent population.
The city administration needs to realize that
we as a community cannot absorb and care
for all these sick, mental-defectives, alco-
holics and drug-addicts. There needs to be
a halt of funding to these profiteering, use-
less, homeless programs and the money
better spent reopening and building facili-
ties for them away from this center of our
lives, which is now a horror.”

✆ “Get the bums, professional beggars,

freeloaders, drunks, and drug addicts out of
the city and clean up the filth they leave
behind.”

✆ “The position of our new city manag-
er and homeless czar reminds me of a
statement the late Tom Bradley made when
he was first elected to the seat of city
mayor. Mayor Bradley stated that he ‘got
the job of mayor because no one else want-
ed the job.’ Our new city manager will sim-
ply plot along and cower to the power struc-
ture of Santa Monica, which is awash in
avarice. Our new homeless czar will simply
fail unless he can find a solution to the main
cause of homelessness, that cause being
acute, stumbled-down alcoholism.”

✆ “(The transients) are not called resi-
dentially-challenged. That is the politically
correct term. They are bums. Vagrants,
transients, drunkards. That is the main
problem of the city. You could probably get
more businesses and increase the tax base
if it weren’t for all the bums. They defecate
in the alleys and make everything a mess.
They go ranting around, yelling and
screaming at who knows what. Some of
these people are insane and should be put
in mental hospitals and cured. The rest of
them should be thrown in jails where they
belong. In about 30 days the optimism of
the new year will wear off and the city will
go back to the way it always is, filled with
bums.”

✆ “We have a problem in this country.
This country is getting fatter, dumber and
lazier. People want to go to places like
Target and Costco and buy big fat boxes of
potato chips and large cartons of chicken
wings. When I heard that the mayor thinks
that we want to put a Target in Santa
Monica, and that it is a priority, I think he
has got his priorities backwards. He’d con-
tributing to the fattening and dumbing down
of America right here in Santa Monica. He is
obviously not listening to the wants and
needs of Santa Monicans. When I heard
that, I stood up in a popular restaurant and
asked everyone the question. They all
laughed and thought it was the most ludi-
crous thing they’d heard, putting a Target in
Santa Monica.”

✆ “With even councilman Ken Genser
admitting that the very place he lives on San
Vicente Boulevard is in serious risk of
demolition, the City Council must immedi-
ately address the progressing, speculative
frenzy of flipping apartment building prop-
erties north of Wilshire Boulevard. The City
Council fixates over apartment building
construction in the downtown area, yet they
are turning a blind eye to the prospective
wipe out of middle class apartment build-
ings north of Wilshire as real estate vultures
narrow in on the kill. We want to remind Ken
Genser and his colleagues that this building
could have been acquired by the
Community Corporation for $6 to $7 million
as recently as last year. Now that building is
in escrow for $12 million.”

HEY, WHAT’S THE BIG IDEA?
This past week, Q-line asked:

“What is the biggest issue facing Santa Monica and how should we deal with it?”
Here are your responses:

The results regarding the individual
members of the Supreme Court are in.
Antonin Scalia got a 77, and Clarence
Thomas got a woeful 0. This was not a
ranking about how competent the
Washington Nine was. It was a ranking of
how funny they are in court. The statistics
were computed by Boston University Law
Professor Jay D. Wexler. According to
transcripts, Scalia got 77 official laughs
during the court proceedings in the 2004-
2005 sessions. He was followed by Breyer
with 45; Kennedy with 21; Souter with
19; the late William Rehnquist with 12;
Stevens with 8; O’Connor with 7;
Ginsburg with 4; and Thomas with 0. This
was obviously an informal study filled
with possible flaws, and there are very
few conclusions we can draw about the
Justices based on their sense of humor.
Personally, I’ve always found that people
who make other people laugh are of
extremely high intelligence. But there
might even be flaws in that conclusion.

What is obvious is that having a sense
of humor and making colleagues laugh is
a part of being a Supreme Court Justice.
Only laughs that were heard while court
was in session were counted. So, don’t
bother going back to 2000 to see how
many times the conservative Justices
laughed after one of them suggested, “You
mean we get to decide the election?” 

What we’re talking about here is the
ability to take one’s self a little less seri-
ously. We’re talking about loosening up
the other eight so everyone can relax and
get on with the serious business of decid-
ing things that may determine the course
of history.

The good news about this study is that
it comes out right before Samuel Alito
faces his confirmation hearings. Until
now, Alito has been having practice
rehearsal hearings called “murder boards”
where those who want him to pass muster
ask him hard questions. I have a feeling
there’s not a lot of humor in something
called, “murder boards.” Well, that’s
obviously a mistake, and those
Republican lawyers pretending to be sen-
ators should throw in some opportunities

for Alito to get a few laughs. Give him
some joke tutoring.

When asked, “Why did you take such a
conservative approach to the Constitution
during the Reagan administration?” Alito
could reply, “Conservative? Are you kid-
ding? During the Reagan Administration,
anybody who didn’t believe in the
Monarchy was considered a liberal.” 

When asked, “Do you think a woman
should be in charge of her own body?” he
might deflect the topic by saying, “They
always are when I’m with them.”  

The most interesting thing about the
study is that humor cuts across ideological
lines. You can’t say conservatives as a
rule crack more jokes than moderates or
liberals. It’s obviously an individual thing.
And I salute Justice Scalia for getting the
most laughs. These men and women can
do their very serious business and still
laugh now and then. It makes them
human. 

The problem is now that the Justices
know that people are counting the laughs,
they’re probably going to become com-
petitive. They’re going to feel pressure to
get the most laughs. They’ll be tempted to
bring comic props into the court. I’m all
for freedom of expression, but I really
don’t want to have Supreme Court
Justices sneaking silly string and whoopee
cushions under their robes. So, Justices,
please limit the jokes to verbal ones.

That should be challenge enough.
Obviously, Thomas has the biggest moti-
vation to increase his laugh quotient. How
would you like to be known as the guy
who’s not as funny as Ruth Bader
Ginsburg? 

But they’ll all try to top each other. If
Souter gets off a quip about eminent
domain, Stevens will probably jump in with
some rabbi, minister, priest joke about oil
rights. Soon, there won’t just be dissenting
opinions, there will be comedy opinions.
Instead of just hiring law clerks, they’ll
probably hire comedy writers. And to that I
say to the ladies and gentlemen of the court,
you know where you can find me.

(Lloyd Garver has written for many
television shows, ranging from “Sesame
Street” to “Family Ties” to “Frasier.” He
also has read many books, some of them
in hardcover. He writes the “Modern
Times” column for CBSnews.com’s opin-
ion page and a weekly column for
SportsLine.com. He can be reached at
smdp@lloydgarvermoderntimes.com.)

Supreme Court Justice
walks into a bar ...

MODERN
TIMES

BY LLOYD GARVER

OPINIONS EXPRESSED are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials
from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention to publish
all letters we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to editor@smdp.com.
All letters must include the author’s name and telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices locat-
ed at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Suite 202, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest editorials are sub-
ject to editing for space and content.
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Got Mexican?
Tastiest Mexican Fare and Margaritas

in Santa Monica since 1965

2500 WILSHIRE BLVD., SM  ✷ 310/828-1315 ✷ LUNCH & DINNER

FEELING STUCK?
Career Challenges?
Problems in Relationships?
Self Esteem Issues?
Examine self-defeating behavior & live more fully!
Learn new skills to obtain those elusive goals & dreams.

NEXT Santa Monica Workshop - Jan. 20TH
(Pacific Plaza - 1431 Ocean Ave.)

For more info or brochure call   (310) 383-0005.

Register Early! Classes are small w/limited seating!

BY TIM MOLLOY 
Associated Press Writer 

LOS ANGELES — A federal push for
cars that run on an alternative fuel straight
from the heartland isn’t winning many
converts among American drivers — but
is a hit with automakers who use it to skirt
mileage standards. 

Five million cars across the country are
equipped to run on the fuel, but almost no
one uses it outside the corn belt. 

Fortunately for carmakers, a 1988 law
designed to decrease oil use gives them
credits for building vehicles that run on
the alternative fuel whether anyone uses it
or not. Those credits allow automakers to
relax gasoline efficiency standards on
other vehicles — which drives oil con-
sumption up instead of down. 

The situation would be different if
many more people replaced the gasoline
in their tanks with the fuel known as E85
— a combination of 15 percent gasoline
and 85 percent ethanol, a corn-based addi-
tive. Flex-fuel cars can run on gas, E85, or
combinations of the two. 

Ethanol supporters say the extra oil
consumption is part of the growing pains
of the flex-fuels program, which they say
will decrease oil use when more E85 fuel-
ing stations are available to drivers. 

“You’ve got to get the cars out before
you can get the fueling structure,” said
Tom Koehler, a spokesman for Fresno-
based Pacific Ethanol. 

A 2002 Department of Transportation
study estimated that E85 accounted for
only about 1 percent of the fuel consumed
by flex-fuel vehicles between 1996 and
2000 — the equivalent of 26 million gal-
lons. 

Relaxed fuel economy standards result-
ing from flex-fuel credits, meanwhile,
were responsible for increased petroleum
consumption totaling 772 million gallons
— enough gas for a Jeep Grand Cherokee
to drive from San Diego to Boston and
back more than 8,000 times. 

Often cheaper than gasoline, E85 is
known for getting fewer miles to the gal-
lon but higher octane, resulting in more
horsepower. 

The fuel works in more than 30 mod-
els, including General Motor’s Yukon,
Chevrolet’s Silverado, and Ford’s Taurus,
but many people don’t know it. Ford and
GM have only recently begun national ad
campaigns to promote their vehicles’ flex-
fuel capabilities, trying to lure consumers
skittish over gas prices. 

Drivers can see if their vehicle will run
on E85 by checking the owner’s manual
or a Web site, e85fuel.com, that lists com-
patible models. Ethanol promoters say
motorists are often stunned to learn their
cars will run on the fuel, but even those
well-schooled in E85 may need to drive
hundreds of miles to buy it. 

At the Los Angeles Auto Show this
week, General Motors announced a partner-
ship with Chevron, California officials and
Pacific Ethanol to gauge the public’s inter-
est in E85. Those involved said high inter-
est could lead to more pumps nationwide. 

The GM initiative is only a small step
toward the kind of widespread E85 use

that the flex-fuel credit program requires,
said Roland Hwang, a senior policy ana-
lyst for the National Resources Defense
Council. 

“If this is the beginning and the end,
this is less than a drop of the bucket,” said
Hwang. He said the incentive program
should end if it continues to promote
rather than discourage oil use. 

Therese Langer, transportation pro-
gram director for the American Council
for an Energy-Efficient Economy, said the
program should allow automakers to
reduce fuel efficiency standards only if
drivers actually use E85 in their vehicles.
That use could be monitored by tracking
E85 sales. 

With strong support from automakers,
the incentives program was renewed in
the sweeping energy bill President Bush
signed in August. 

Ethanol’s promoters call it a clean-
burning fuel that helps farmers in the
nation’s corn belt while reducing green-
house emissions and shifting the nation’s
dependence on foreign oil. 

“It’s 100 percent domestic,” said
Phillip Lampert, executive director of the
National Ethanol Vehicle Coalition. “We
don’t have to fight wars to bring it in.” 

Critics see the ethanol program as a
waste of $3 billion a year in state and fed-
eral subsidies, pointing to a study last year
by professors at Cornell University and
the University of California, Berkeley that
said ethanol takes more energy to make
than it produces. Ethanol producers dis-
pute the finding. 

GM said in Thursday’s announcement
it would try to promote the fuel by offer-
ing 50 to 100 of its flex-fuel vehicles to
California in the state’s annual competi-
tive bidding process. Chevron will work
with the state to provide E85 fueling
pumps, with Pacific Ethanol providing the
E85. 

The 2002 federal study offered several
scenarios for the flex-fuel program’s
future effect on petroleum consumption.
If the percentage of E85 used in flex-fuel
vehicles remains at 1 percent from 2001 to
2008, the amount of petroleum consumed
could increase by more than 17 billion
gallons. 

The study projected that if every E85-
compatible vehicle ran solely on the fuel
in 2006, more than 2.1 billion gallons of
oil would be saved this year. 

That scenario, however, is impossible. 
Though flex-fuel vehicles are sold

nationwide, only 30 states have public
E85 fueling stations. Most are in the corn
belt, and some states have only a handful.
California, the nation’s largest auto mar-
ket, has only one in San Diego. 

Tim Gerlach, a spokesman for the
American Lung Association of the Upper
Midwest, where E85 is most popular, said
the program’s success will depend on the
public demanding more cars and fueling
stations as they wait for longer-term fixes
to the nation’s oil dependency. 

“You need more vehicles, better avail-
ability of the fuel, and more awareness,”
said Gerlach, who owns a flex-fuel Ford
Taurus. “Here is something we can do
very easily now.” 

Oil consumption law
actually increases it 

Good thing you recycle your paper...

Chances are you’re reading it again.
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866-MY-ICUBE
TOLL FREE 694-2823

www.icube.us
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ONLY
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Compact
& Light

Powerful!

512MB RAM
80GB HD

Flybook turns
into a Tablet PC!

Only available at:

BANKRUPTCY
Missed the deadline?

It’s not too late!

CALL 310.453.8320

The Law Offices of Martin D. Gross
2001 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 205   Santa Monica   CA  90403

Your Local Santa Monica Attorney on the web www.lawgross.com

BY GREG RISLING 
Associated Press Writer 

LA CONCHITA — Mike Bell doesn’t
want to see any more crosses go up in this
tiny seaside hamlet beneath a towering
bluff of unstable dirt. 

Four now stand atop the giant mound
of earth that came crashing down a year
ago, killing 10 people, destroying 13
homes and damaging 23 others. 

The makeshift memorials are a painful
reminder of the tragedy that struck the free-
spirited community — and could strike
again as stubborn residents butt heads with
cautious bureaucrats over what should be
done to make La Conchita a safer place. 

Defiant and resolute, Bell and other
residents said they intend to stay put as
they prepare to file lawsuits claiming
Ventura County should be held account-
able. The litigation could help clarify the
hazy line between public responsibility
and government accountability that has
left La Conchita with an uncertain future. 

“The county feels as long as they don’t
burden the rest of the taxpayers, they fig-
ure they are clean,” said Bell, 58, chair-
man of the La Conchita Community
Organization. “The county should protect
all of its citizens.” 

County officials counter that they
aren’t sure anything can be done to pre-
vent the landslides that have long plagued
the Central Coast town 70 miles northwest
of Los Angeles. They have warned resi-
dents that it’s dangerous to live there. 

“No one yet has identified anything
that could be effective,” said county
Supervisor Steve Bennett. “If the county
tried to stabilize the hill, it has to accept
full liability. Right now, we are not will-
ing to do that.” 

Experts are split on who is responsible
for the safety of La Conchita residents. 

“I think the government should bring in
engineers to determine if it’s a livable
area,” said Anastasia Loukaitou-Sideris,
chairwoman of the urban planning depart-
ment at the University of California, Los
Angeles. “It shouldn’t be left up to people
whether they should live there.” 

George Lefcoe, a professor of real
estate law at the University of Southern
California, said government officials
“aren’t the absolute guarantors of public
safety.” 

“The people who live in La Conchita
have to decide what risk level they are
comfortable with,” he said. 

La Conchita is an eclectic town —
bohemia by the beach — where Spanish-
style stucco homes sit next to wood cot-
tages. Its 300 residents include surfers,
musicians and lawyers who love the laid-
back lifestyle but can’t afford the surfside
mansions of Santa Barbara about 15 miles
to the north along Highway 101. 

Like other areas of the West threatened
by floods, fires and earthquakes, La
Conchita is a constant reminder that
Mother Nature is in charge. Its name
means “the little shell,” but the unincorpo-
rated area has long been considered a dis-
aster waiting to happen. 

A decade ago, after a heavy rainy sea-
son, 600,000 tons of mud and silt plunged
down on the town. No one was hurt, but
nine homes were buried and residents
were evacuated for weeks. 

The county posted a warning sign, say-
ing La Conchita was a geologically haz-

ardous area. Before people were allowed
to return, they had to sign waivers pro-
hibiting lawsuits against the hillside’s
owner, the La Conchita Ranch Co., if
another landslide occurred. 

The latest disaster occurred on Jan. 10,
2005, after the hillside became saturated
from a series of winter storms and a tor-
rent of mud cascaded into structures and
streets. Residents were evacuated again,
but the county lacked the authority to keep
people from returning to homes that had
not been red-tagged. 

Geologists who later examined the hill-
side believe it will collapse again. One
report by scientists at the University of
California, Santa Barbara warned the
entire town and nearby highway could be
buried under 50 feet of dirt if an earth-
quake triggers another major mudslide. 

Like the county, state officials are
reluctant to try to shore up the hillside.
The county and state have talked about
conducting a comprehensive study of the
bluff, but no cost figures or timelines have
been set. 

"Whenever people’s homes and lives
are threatened, emotions naturally run
high and decisions are understandably dif-
ficult,” said Katherine McLane, a spokes-
woman for Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger. 

“The responsibility for making local deci-
sions lies with local officials, but the gover-
nor believes that state officials must remain
ready to assist when asked,” she said. 

Meanwhile, frustrated residents are
moving to protect themselves as the rainy
season arrives. With donations and commu-
nity grants, they have purchased a bulldoz-
er, portable generator and several air horns
to sound warnings if the hill begins to slide.

Still, they know government assistance
will be needed if La Conchita is to sur-
vive. 

“It’s the responsibility of the govern-
ment to help when there is an emergency,”
said Rodleen Gestic, 30, who lives at the
base of the hill. “I’m willing to risk my
life and stay here because I’m not going to
leave until everyone is safe.” 

A giant toe of dirt left from the last
landslide still juts into Gestic’s neighbor-
hood — left there as a buttress against
another possible slide. 

One cross atop the mound holds a stone
with a glass etching — a tribute to the fam-
ily of Jimmie Wallet, whose wife and three
daughters were buried beneath the rubble
after he went to get ice cream. Dolls are
scattered on a bench, and a dolphin weath-
er vane is attached to a drum cymbal. 

Plastic chairs circle another cross near
a wooden plank adorned with two mirrors
that reflect a pristine stretch of the Pacific
Ocean. Nearby, there’s still a hole in the
back of a house hit by the first wave of
mud and debris. 

No one is sure why, but water, possibly
from natural springs, still trickles down the
hillside — even on days without rain. It’s a
frightening sight for people like Bell, who
lived in the San Fernando Valley during the
1994 Northridge earthquake. 

He dismissed assertions that common
sense should compel residents to leave La
Conchita. 

“Where can you live in the United
States where you are safe from natural
disasters?” he asked. “If a tsunami hit
would they fix homes on the beaches? 

“You are damn right they would. Why
are we any different?” he asked. 

Coastal town residents
fear replay of mudslide
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BY ELLIOT SPAGAT 
Associated Press Writer 

SAN DIEGO — Homeland Security
Secretary Michael Chertoff on Thursday
declared a crackdown on migrant smug-
glers at two California border crossings,
even as the federal government increasing-
ly focuses border enforcement in Arizona. 

Chertoff said he didn’t have a precise
dollar figure on how much would be spent
on the crackdown at the San Ysidro and
Otay Mesa crossings in San Diego, across
the border from Tijuana, Mexico. He said
the effort will result in more prosecutions
of smugglers and more jail space to
accommodate them. It also involves
deploying canines trained to detect illegal
crossers. 

Agents detected 60,000 illegal cross-
ings attempts last year at San Ysidro and
in the Otay Mesa passenger lanes,
Chertoff said. He said smugglers once
stuffed a bottle-sucking baby inside a
gasoline tank and crammed 200-pound
woman into the dashboard of a small car. 

“It is remarkable the lengths to which
smugglers will go to try to get people into
this country,” Chertoff said at a news con-
ference. “They simply want to make
money at the expense of human misery.” 

In a potentially controversial twist,
Chertoff said state and local officials
would participate in the crackdown.
Proponents of tougher enforcement have
long advocated a larger role for local law
enforcement, but critics say local agencies
should stick to fighting crime, not enforc-
ing immigration laws. 

Matt Bettenhausen, director of
California’s Office of Homeland Security,
said state agencies including the
California Highway Patrol would share
information with federal authorities. 

“We’re not going to be specifically
enforcing immigration laws,”
Bettenhausen said, appearing alongside
Chertoff. 

Arizona surpassed California as the
nation’s busiest corridor for illegal immi-
grants after a crackdown in the California
that was launched in the 1990s. Border
Patrol arrests in the San Diego sector
plummeted to about 110,000 last year
from 528,000 in 1995. Arizona, mean-
while, accounted for more than half the
Border Patrol’s 1.1 million arrests last
year. 

Chertoff declined to comment on last
week’s death of a Mexican man shot
while sneaking across the border in San
Diego by a Border Patrol agent. A Border
Patrol spokesman has said Guillermo
Martinez Rodriguez, 18, was a longtime
migrant smuggler and that the agent fired
in self-defense after someone threw a
large rock. 

The shooting has sparked outrage in
Mexico. President Vicente Fox has
demanded that the United States provide
“a rapid and complete explanation.” 

While declining to discuss specifics of
the shooting, Chertoff noted there has
been a sharp increase in attacks on Border
Patrol agents. 

“Anybody who assaults a Border Patrol
or law enforcement agent is asking for
trouble,” he said. 
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Great Food...Great Cocktails ...Great Crew... GREAT FUN!!

318 Santa Monica Blvd. • Santa Monica
310-458-5350 • www.britanniapub.com

A Great Place To Anchor

FULL MENU featuring Britannia’s very popular fish & chips and all other british
favorites. Breakfast served all day. If you are counting calories, we have great salads too.

Full Bar. Heated Patio. Lunch Delivery Available.
Opening Hours 11AM Monday-Friday, 9:30AM Saturday-Sunday

HAPPY HOUR
4PM-7PM MON-FRI
ALL DOMESTICS $2.50, WINE $2.50, WELL DRINKS $2.50

FISHER
Hardware & Lumber

NEW LOCATION
1600 Lincoln Blvd.

(corner of Lincoln and Colorado)

(310) 395-0956
Mon-Fri — 7:30 - 5:30

Sat — 8:00 - 5:00
“See us for a complete line of windows and doors”

$1.99$1.99
5YR BULB 100 WATT

3PK3PK

*LIMIT 3 PER CUSTOMER
WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

Feeling the burn in Bernardino
By The Associated Press 

SAN BERNARDINO — Nighttime controlled burns in dangerously overgrown por-
tions of the San Bernardino National Forest could be approved soon by air quality
officials who have previously rejected the plan because of pollution concerns. 

The U.S. Forest Service has been pushing for South Coast Air Quality
Management District permission to conduct nighttime burns, forest fuels officer
Bob Sommer said. 

“Burns at night are currently not something allowed in AQMD regulations,” dis-
trict spokesman Sam Atwood said. “We understand the risks of wildfires, and we’re
taking a close look at what we can do to offer some flexibility to the Forest Service.” 

A decision was expected sometime this month. A variance could be sought to get
around regulations or the agency’s executive officer could make an emergency dec-
laration, Atwood said. 

Two years ago, the Old and Grand Prix fires destroyed about 1,000 homes in
communities within and adjacent to the forest. A massive tree-removal campaign
was undertaken to avoid a repeat of the devastation but there are still millions of
dead trees. 

Controlled fires allow removal of dead trees and brush when moisture levels are
high and temperatures are low. Burning is less expensive than thinning the forest
mechanically with crews and chain saws. 

Burning at night is preferred because larger, hotter fires can be kept under con-
trol better than hotter, drier daytime hours, Sommer said. 

Family attorney charged with child exploitation
By The Associated Press 

SAN FERNANDO — A Santa Clarita family law attorney was ordered to trial on
charges he persuaded a 15-year-old girl to masturbate during an Internet chat and
attempted to lure online police officers posing as children into meeting him for sex-
ual encounters. 

Arthur G. Crabtree, who is also a former Glendale police officer, was arrested
during a sting operation a year ago at a bus station where he had allegedly arranged
to meet what he thought was a 13-year-old girl. 

Crabtree, 44, was charged with nine child-exploitation-related counts, including
four felonies. He was ordered to stand trial after a preliminary hearing Wednesday.
He will be arraigned Feb. 8. 

“He was trying to meet various officers and federal agents that were working
with child exploitation units,” Deputy District Attorney Tannaz Mokayef said. “He
thought he was talking to 13-year-olds and engaging them in sexual chats.” 

Defense attorney Patrick E. Clancy said the charges are a mistake. Crabtree was
bitter after he was forced to resign from the Glendale Police Department over
trumped up sexual harassment allegations in 2001, Clancy said. 

Crabtree knew how to identify officers posing as children on the Internet and he
began contacting them and arranging meetings without showing up, Clancy said. 

“He engaged in a four-year campaign of harassing them on the Internet,” the
defense lawyer said. But the attorney wouldn’t say why Crabtree showed up at the
Greyhound station. 

Clancy said the alleged 15-year-old victim, who is now 17, never mentioned her
age during the online chat. 

“She was talking like a 30-year-old with a lot of experience,” he said. “He
thought that she was an adult woman, and he was doing cybersex with her for fun.” 

Hi, knee: Girl’s stolen prosthetic leg found
By The Associated Press 

TEMPLE CITY — A teenager’s stolen prosthetic leg has been found. 
A resident who lives on the same street as amputee Melissa Huff, 16, found the

prothesis in the backyard on Thursday. The special artificial limb has a shock
absorber because Huff is an Arcadia High School athlete. It is worth up to $10,000. 

“When the desk person came in and said the leg was found, I knew exactly what
he was talking about. That’s because we were all pretty disturbed by it,” Los
Angeles County Sheriff’s Department Sgt. Debra Herman said. 

Investigators were trying to determine who stole the leg from the Huff home last
November and how it got into the backyard, the sergeant said. The leg looks like it’s
in good condition and it will be returned to Huff soon, Herman said. 

A week after Huff’s leg was stolen, her prosthetist and two real estate companies
donated about $16,000 to pay for a new leg. 

STATE BRIEFS
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GEORGE CHUNG REALTORS
Our Listings

George Chung Realtors and their mortgage partner ARE Financial invite
you to a special buyers seminar on JANUARY 25, 2006 AT 7:00PM.

CALL TODAY TO RESERVE YOUR SPACE!

3218 CORINTH- TROUSDALE
Location! Location! Location! Beautiful, Tree-Lined
Street in Westdale Trousdale Area of Mar Vista.
3Bdrms+2.75Baths.  Living Room w/FPLC + Family
Room Combination w/ Sky Lights.  Formal Dining
Room. Spacious Landscaped Back Yard w/ Entry from
Family Room.  Carpet Floors.  Enlarged Updated
Kitchen w/ Breakfast Area & Adjoining Laundry Room.
Central Air & Heating.

10757 WESTMINSTER AVE: 
Quiet West LA.neighborhood.  Remodeled
Kitchen and Bathroom. New Tile Flooring in
Kitchen and Bathroom.  New Shutters and
New Windows.   Copper plumbing and
upgraded Electrical.  Large lot, with great
potential for future expansion.  Room for
swimming pool.   Must see to appreciate.

(310) 745-3190 OR (310) 391-6346

$1
,10
0,0
00

3512 GREENWOOD, MAR VISTA
Open spacious kitchen-dining room and living room with recessed lighting and
ceramic tile floors. Beautiful view from the Living room through the sliding doors
to the back yard with swimming pool and BBQ. Danky wine cooler. Professional
quality kitchen with Birds Eye maple cabinetry with purple heart trim, center
island with hidden pull up appliance trays, granite counter top, Viking range ( 6
burners & griddle), Kitchen aid dishwasher & refrigerator. Extra large pull out
drawers, cooking tray slot. Huge walk in pantry. Dining area with Bird's Eye maple
glass cabinet doors and dark granite counter tops. Full bath with oversized tub.
Outdoor BBQ with additional stove/gas range, and mini refrigerator. Heated and
filtered swimming pool. Forced Air Heating and 100 amp main with underground
wiring to sub panel on the house. 2 car detached garage with attached dry walled
rumpus room. New wood fence on 3 sides of property, and drip irrigation (hose) on
side yard. Sprinklers in front yard with new temperature coated driveway parking 

$8
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,00
0

2560 FEDERAL, MAR VISTA
Beautiful 1929 Spanish with all the original details.
Coved ceilings with defining arches make this home
charming and full of character. Dramatic light fix-
tures adorn this home along with a Malibu Tile fire-
place in the Living room. New Tile Roof, New Driveway,
New Patio Intricately designer laid linoleum flooring
in kitchen and breakfast nook. Tiled bathroom with
the original bathtub. Beautiful hardwood floors.

$7
79
,00
0
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By The Associated Press

BRECKENRIDGE, Colo. — The National
Ski Areas Association has dropped its par-
ticipation in an annual event devoted to
raising awareness about the environment
after five years. 

The NSAA’s environmental committee
recently opted out of Sustainable Slopes
Day in order to allow individual resorts
room to highlight environmental issues at
their discretion, said NSAA director of
public policy Geraldine Link. 

“I think the Sustainable Slopes Day
had run its course after five years,” Link
said. 

The event historically has been sched-
uled for late February. It has focused on

raising awareness among skiers and snow-
boarders about greenhouse gas emissions
and the benefits of using renewable ener-
gy resources. 

The NSAA plans to continue its “Keep
Winter Cool” campaign, which it created
in 2003 with the National Resource
Defense Council. The campaign urges
people to save energy through such actions
as carpooling and supporting wind energy. 

The NSAA will also send materials to
ski areas for circulation and produce and
air public service announcements about
global warming, Link said. Guests can
also buy $2 tags to signify the purchase of
enough green energy credits to offset the
emissions they used for a day’s worth of
travel to and from the resort. 

Page 10 ❑ Weekend Edition, January 7-8, 2006 ❑ Santa Monica Daily Press

01590548

AA OLYMPIC
Self Storage

Serving Santa Monica and West L.A.

2 Months FREE Rent 
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BY DAISY NGUYEN 
Associated Press Writer 

SAN MARINO, Calif. — An ambitious
plan to build a sprawling, classical
Chinese garden at the renowned
Huntington Library is in jeopardy because
U.S. immigration officials have denied
visas to 13 Chinese stonemasons needed
to assemble ornate bridges and pavilions. 

The artisans were expected to arrive
this month to help create the first phase of
the 12-acre garden. But the U.S. govern-
ment refused to grant the Q-1 visas in
September because they didn’t consider
the project an important cultural exchange
program, prompting the Huntington to
scramble to rearrange the construction
schedule due to the artisans’ absence. 

“We’ll have to close the project if we
can’t get them here,” said Steven Koblik,
president of the Huntington Library, Art
Collections and Botanical Gardens east of
Los Angeles. 

A spokeswoman with the Citizenship
and Immigration Services bureau declined
to comment specifically on the stonema-
sons’ applications, citing privacy con-
cerns. 

"If a visa application is rejected, then it
usually is because people don’t qualify for
the visa for which they applied,” said
bureau spokeswoman Marie Sebrechts. 

The Huntington’s case is an example of
an ongoing problem U.S. cultural institu-
tions face in trying to obtain travel visas for
foreign artists since the Sept. 11, 2001, ter-
rorist attacks. Applications for cultural, arts
or sports visas have had to pass through
more screening due to security concerns. 

Last year, 1,972 cultural exchange
visas were approved, said Laura Tischler,
a spokeswoman for the Bureau of
Consular Affairs, a division of the State
Department. Tischler said she did not
know how many applications for the Q-1
visas were rejected, because in many
instances the refusals are overturned. 

“Globally speaking, we issue well over
80 percent of the visa applications
received,” she said. 

When the Portland Classical Chinese
Garden underwent construction in 1999,

up to 90 Chinese artisans came to Oregon
to help build arching bridges and gate-
ways, said the garden’s executive director,
Gloria Lee. 

“That was pre-Sept. 11; that was anoth-
er era,” Lee said, noting that visa applica-
tions to bring six Chinese musicians to
perform at the Portland garden last year
were denied. 

The government’s refusal, Lee said,
begs the question: What kind of project
would meet the government’s definition
of an international cultural exchange pro-
gram? 

“It seems like the rules are not well-
defined,” she said. 

The Huntington submitted applications
last summer in hopes of bringing artisans
from Suzhou, a city along China’s central
coast known for its beautiful gardens, to
work on three acres of what they hope will
be a sprawling garden to complement its
famous Japanese garden. The artisans
have already chiseled stone bridges and
pavilions in China, and were to spend sev-
eral weeks assembling the pieces around a
recently excavated lake at the Huntington. 

During that time, the Huntington
planned to hold workshops and seminars
to introduce the public to the centuries-old
art of Chinese landscaping, Koblik said. 

“If we don’t have the people who cut
the stones here, we’ll lose the quality of
the work and lose the ability to see how
things are done from a Chinese perspec-
tive,” he explained. 

The government “didn’t think we made
a convincing case that this is an important
cultural exchange program,” he said. “We
think it’s extraordinarily important.” 

The building of the garden comes at a
time when China is emerging as a global
economic and political power, he said,
and a venue is needed to explain Chinese
history and culture to the American pub-
lic. 

He said he’s optimistic the government
will eventually approve the visas, adding
that an additional 50 artisans will be need-
ed as the project advances. 

“We’ll continue to convince them to
change their mind,” he said. “We can’t
compromise.” 

Visa woes stand in way
of Chinese garden plot

Ski group drops environment day

INTERESTED IN YOUR DAILY FORECAST?

CHECK OUT THE HOROSCOPES ON PAGE 2!
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Through rose-colored glasses

Fabian Lewkowicz/Daily Press
Bob Walters, 70, aka ‘The Sheik of Santa Monica’ stands out in front of the Santa Monica Car
Sound store on Lincoln Boulevard, greeting potential customers. Walters dresses up in differ-
ent costumes, recently donning get-ups such as Santa Claus and Elvis Presley. Walters said he
smokes 20 cigars while he works his 8-hour shift, and another six at home. Walters only start-
ed smoking cigars five years ago after a near death experience, he said.

dents, but also for the general public and for schoolchildren of all ages. Over the years,
he has talked about every subject imaginable in the universe, many with catchy titles
such as “Apocalypse Now: The Asteroid Risk,” “How Big is Space?” and “This Alien
Earth.” 

His planetarium shows survived earthquakes and soared to new heights with the
construction a few years ago of a new 50-seat facility, complete with the state-of-
the-art Digistar projection system.

Hodge’s college degree is not even in astronomy. He started out as an astronomy
major at USC, but switched to the history of medieval science. 

After graduating, he started work at the Griffith Observatory in 1971, first as a
guide and then as a lecturer. He took over as SMC’s planetarium director in 1979, but
continued to lecture at Griffith until it closed three years ago for major renovations.
He also has worked with UCLA, organizing popular public seminars on astronomy.

Hodge established himself in Southern California’s active astronomical scene,
bringing in guest lecturers to SMC from such organizations as Griffith, Cal Tech,
UCLA and the Jet Propulsion Lab. He also was a member of the Astronomical
Society of the Pacific and the International Planetarium Society.

Hodge is survived by his wife Mary; two sons, Brendan and Timothy; a daugh-
ter, Rosamund; and two grandchildren. 

A vigil Service will be held at 7 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 11 at Lorenzen Mortuary, 19300
Sherman Way, Reseda. A funeral mass will be held at 10 a.m. Thursday, Jan. 12 at St. Mel
Church, 20870 Ventura Blvd., Woodland Hills. Burial will be immediately after the funer-
al at San Fernando Mission Cemetery, 11160 Stanwood Ave., Mission Hills.

The family has asked that no flowers be sent to the funeral. Flowers are permit-
ted only at the vigil. In lieu of flowers, the family requests that Masses be said for
the repose of the soul of Jon Hodge or donations made to Catholic Medical Mission
Board, PO Box 4715, New York, NY 10164.

OBITUARIES

HODGE, from page 3
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According to the report, it would cost
the district $400,000 to reduce six to 12
core classes by just one student. For a dis-
trict that’s already committed to improving
student math and science test scores, bol-
stering its arts curriculum and adding coun-
selors, additional efforts to reduce class
size would likely require a budget shift,
officials said. It’s a move they fear would
detract from other educational goals. 

“I think balanced (goals) are a better
and more effective way of having an
enriched program for all students,” said
Jose Escarce, a fellow board member.

Thursday’s report referred to research
done on the effects of class sizes, con-
ducted in Tennessee for grades K-3
between 1985 to 1989. According to that
study, optimal gains in student achieve-
ment occur in classes that have between
13 and 17 students. To reach those class
sizes — which are on par with private
schools — the district would have to drop
an average of 10 students per class, offi-
cials said. 

It’s an effort that would cost millions of
dollars.

Caught between a rock and a hard
place, John Deasy, superintendent, indi-
cated it might be more prudent for the dis-
trict to invest in programs that will allow
teachers to provide better instruction to
students, rather than attempting to shrink
class sizes, which are already competitive
among public schools statewide.

“I believe it would be better to improve
instruction and having teachers work

more collaboratively than decreasing class
sizes significantly,” Deasy said.

“It’s not in our economics?” asked
school board members Oscar de la Torre.

“Exactly,” Deasy said.
Still, the report indicated some classes

offered within the district could stand to be
made smaller. Santa Monica High School,
for example, has an average class size of
28 students within the core subject areas of
English, history, science and math. Of
these subjects, 94 classes — or 22 percent
— have fewer than 25 students, the report
said. Meanwhile, 45 classes — or 11 per-
cent — have more than 35 students.

It’s the large classes McLoud wants to
see addressed, suggesting that classes
with more than 35 students be brought
down to a more reasonable number. 

As a teacher in Los Angeles, McLoud
said reducing large classes by a handful of
students would do much to improve the
level of instruction.

“I’m teaching 27 students now, and a
few years ago I was teaching 34,”
McLoud said. “Believe me, it makes a big
difference.”

The district will be preparing next
year’s budget in coming weeks, during
which time McLoud and other board
members will be able to discuss what
goals they believe should take priority.

“It’s good to see where we are and
check in,” said Julia Brownley, school
board president. “I see we made need to
work on tweaking our class sizes, but I
think we’d be getting ahead of ourselves
with anything else until we have our bud-
get discussions.”
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The sands of time

Fabian Lewkowicz/Daily Press
Carmen Vargas (right) celebrates her 17th birthday on the beach, building a sand castle with
Thomas Jackson and Emily Burns. All are from Fontana.

School budget talks looming
SMALLER CLASSES, from page 1

Be in the middle of it all!
Professional office space available on the Third Street Promenade.

950 square feet of office space conveniently located downtown, a walk away from shops, restaurants and
the beach. Bright office space with high ceilings, natural light, two large private offices and a spacious
reception area. Quiet location with a shared kitchen. New paint and carpet. Parking. Available now.

Call (310) 458-7737 ext. 104



serve these students well to deny them the
opportunity to participate in the ceremo-
ny,” said John Deasy, superintendent.

Instead of being listed as ‘graduates’ in
the class program, however, the students
will likely have some other designation,
such as ‘diploma candidates.’ 

They will receive a certificate of atten-
dance which recognizes them for meeting
all local requirements.

The move is seen as a positive one by
officials concerned about a state require-
ment which forbids this year’s seniors
who fail the California High School Exit
Examination from receiving their high
school diploma.

While details need to be finalized, con-
sensus among board members was that the
students in question should be able to par-
ticipate in the graduation ceremony. If
they have met all other graduation
requirements, but for one reason or anoth-
er haven’t passed the exam, not recogniz-
ing them for their years of effort would
seem unfair, officials determined.

Some of the students have learning dis-
abilities and will likely never pass the exam,
according to Donna Muncey, the district’s
director of educational services. As a result,
the state will allow these special education
students to receive test waivers. 

However, other students are within a
few points of passing the exam, but
regardless of how many times they take it,
may never succeed, Muncey said. 

Officials agreed that prohibiting the

students from walking with their class-
mates may be harmful to their self-esteem. 

In addition, the students may qualify
for a high school equivalency certificate,
but until they receive it they are technical-
ly dropouts, Muncey said, because they
failed to graduate by the state’s standards. 

Providing the students with the certifi-
cate of attendance may keep opportunities
for jobs and higher education open to
them, said school board member Oscar de
la Torre.

Once the board agreed the students
should be able to walk, questions were
raised about what “minimum” effort was
needed to show they tried passing the
exam.

Current seniors first took the exit exam
in March or May of 2004. Those who did
not pass both sections then had two addi-
tional opportunities to take the test last
year and will have three opportunities this
year, a staff report said. There also have
been several intervention programs put
into place to help students pass the test.
The state has provided each 10th grade
student with a test study guide. Students
also take a pre-test in ninth and 10th
grades which targets them for intervention
if needed, the staff report said.

“I wouldn’t try to rate effort,” Deasy
said. “Obviously, most students are trying
to pass more than once.”

School board officials, however, want
documented proof that efforts to pass the
exam are being made.

“I support the intention, but I believe
it’s important to have a policy that encour-

ages multiple attempts,” said Shane
McLoud, board member. “I am more
comfortable with a minimum number of
attempts.”

Board members argued that it may
dilute the value of attaining a high school
diploma if students could take the exam

once, then give up. The board agreed three
attempts might be appropriate — once a
year from the time a student is a sopho-
more.

Staff said it would consider the options
and return to the board for final approval
in coming weeks.
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OUR UNIQUE FINANCING REFLECTSTHE EVER CHANGING MARKET!
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We LOCK in a low rate for the buyer of your home, free of charge, for up to 6 months. Buyers never worry
about rates going up for YOUR HOME.

Shop & Lock:
We LOCK in a low rate, free of charge, for the purchase of your new home for up to 6 months. Shop without
worry about missing today’s low interest rates.

ASK OUR AGENTS ABOUT OUR LIFETIME FREE CONCIERGE SERVICE FOR ALL OF OUR CLIENTS.

3 units + storage or art studio space in well maintained 1922 craftsman on beautiful North Venice beach walk street.  Looks like a single-family residence.  Easily convert to single fam-
ily home or keep as rental and home. Building has newer roof and copper plumbing throughout. Studio space is currently vacant.  Owner will carry 1st with 25% down.  Owner is agent.

124 Park Place, Venice

$1,099,000 Jack Susser 310/393-8491 x4#

“ Southwestern Pueblo style home in Culver City.” Wood burning fireplace in living room . Large lot with over 6500 square feet.
Custom fishpond and waterfall in beautifully themed front yard. Private front and rear yards. A must to drive by.

3138 Reid Ave, Culver City

$788,000 Jim Davis 310/393-8491 ext 5#

Beautiful pride of ownership triplex on Westside, perfect for an owner-user. Unit mix consists of (2) 1+1 & (1) 2+1. Units have remod-
eled kitchens & bathrooms with hardwood floors throughout.Well maintained & manicured gardens help create a peaceful atmosphere.

3912 Sawtelle Blvd, Culver City

$849,000 Chris Hrobak & Melissa Susser 310/393-8491 ext 13# 

Sunsets & ocean breezes! Half block to beach on delightful Venice ocean front walk street.2 bd 1.75 ba multi level apartment-feels like a
house.New carpet & paint.Crown moldings and hardwood flrs throughout.Light 7 bright.Fireplace in master bdrm.2 parking spaces, stor-
age & private front yard.Will consider pets. Easy to show.

51 Sunset Ave #A Venice 

$2950/month Janin Paine or Timea Basner  310 396-6747 or 310 621-2036

Great 4 unit building on Westside.Good unit mix, (2) 2+1 and (2) 1+1 units.Low rents with great upside potential.Close
to beach, airport, freeways & Culver City schools. 2 garages are rented for additional income.

11411 W Washington Place, Palms/Mar Vista

$910,000 Chris Hrobak & Melissa Susser 310 393-8491 ext 13# 

This beautiful 2+1  features hardwood floors, crown molding in both the living & dining rooms, bay window & separate
breakfast room that leads to a big, manicured, park-like yard with gazebo. New windows & copper plumbing. Attached 2-
car garage with pull down ladder for additional storage makes great studio. Priced to sell

12415 Matteson Ave, Palms/Mar Vista

$775000 Cesar Marquez 310/393-8491

MATILLA REALTY

Sun-filled home set back from the street nestled in a wonderful location, Marina del Rey
adjacent.  Inviting entry, formal living room with fireplace and hardwood floors, family room
with French doors overlooking outdoor dining area and lush gardens, 3 bedrrom + 1 bath.
Enjoy South of France ambience in this very private home including 3 patios and a pictur-
esque grape arbor over a hot tub making this truly a home for relaxation and entertainment.
Solar hot water, laundry room plus a backyard art studio. 

Offered at: $769,000
CALL 310/913-2700 - PATTY THARAVEJ

Call 310/305-8000 - Steven Matilla or Susan Bradner

Offered at: $985,000
CALL 310/305-8000 X101 - STEVE MATILLA

Marina Adjacent - An Entertainers Delight

Special C-4 property for SALE (or) for LEASE in the heart of Playa del Rey's
business district. 2,000 sq. ft of usable space located at 333 Culver Blvd.
Recent two tenants used a portion of this space for high-end restaurants.
Can be used for offices as well. First time for sale since 1984.  All showings
to begin after Jan. 15, 2006. www.matillarealty.com

C-4 in the heart of the Business District

8317 Delgany Lot
You know have a vacant lot on one of the best
streets in Playa del Rey. Plans are pending.
Plans call for a contemporary/architectural
design for a new four bedroom, four bath home
of 4,000 sq. ft. Height limit is 36 feet from curb
and this home will provide ocean and Marina
views.

Playa del Rey Lot

Offered at: $780,000
CALL 310/305-8000 X101 - STEVE MATILLA

8920 Villa Nova, Westchester
Good size, 1790 sq. ft 3 bedroom + 2 3/4 baths family home in
Westchester, close to schools, shops, parks, markets and 5 mins. to LAX
airport. Includes 2 extra large bedrooms with the 3/4 ba having been
custom-remodeled, ADA approved designation. Hardwood floors in the
spacious living room and hallway and the fireplace is made of flag-
stone. All the windows have been LAX sound-proofed. There is a great
enclosed patio with backyard. This home also features a wheelchair
ramp from the driveway to the front door.

Westchester Home

Offered at: $605,000
CALL 310/305-8000 OR 310/821-9685 - AUDREY MARLETT

4338 Glencoe Ave, #1, Marina del Rey,
End unit - 'A' plan, contemporary split level 2 bedroom
+ 2 ba. townhome, 1057 sq. ft in the Villa Velletri gated
complex, located in Marina del Rey. Special features
include an enclosed patio, central A/C and a large 2-car
garage with private entrance into your unit. The complex
offers pools, spa, and clubhouse room. Walk to the
neighboring Villa Marina shopping center, 5 mins. to
LAX, excellent location. 

Contemporary Split Level

“We sell it or we buy it”
www.matillarealty.com 

225 Culver Blvd. Playa del Rey CA 90293 
(310) 305-8000 office (310) 306-6177 fax

steven.matilla@era.com Steve Matilla

Owner/Broker

12725 Gilmore Ave 333 Culver Blvd. Playa del Rey

Lone Star, lone celibrator

Fabian Lewkowicz/Daily Press
Celebrating at the beach: Texas Longhorn fan Jack Nash, 53 (aka ‘Mac Brown’), from Austin,
Texas, runs through some plays on Santa Monica Beach. Nash was basking in the afterglow of
the Longhorns’ win over Southern California in Tuesday’s Rose Bowl.

Students likely to take exit exam multiple times
EXIT EXAM, from page 1



STATE

Los Angeles, Spanish for “The City of Angels,” has
one of the world’s greatest collections of cemeteries and
memorial parks in the world. A who’s who of what was. 

Over the course of two days, I paid my respects to
Monroe, Humphrey Bogart, Spencer Tracy, Clark Gable,
Jimmy Stewart, Jean Harlow, Rudolph Valentino, Jayne
Mansfield, Burt Lancaster, Dean Martin, Walter Matthau
and George C. Scott. 

This was different than following the famous maps of
celebrity homes sold on Hollywood Boulevard. I knew that
once I found the right address, the star would be at home. 

While Los Angeles County has more than 50 major
burial places, just a half dozen or so attract a steady
stream of visitors from around the globe. It can be a
tricky trip for the dedicated grave spotter. 

Rules and decorum vary wildly. At Hollywood
Forever Cemetery, they sell maps to the stars’ graves and
even show classic films in the cemetery on summer
nights. But across town at the sprawling Forest Lawn in
Glendale, final home to more stars than anywhere in the
world, the staff keeps its lips zipped about the permanent
locales of silver-screen legends. 

Cemetery operators have to walk a fine line, said
Donna Steward, family-service counselor at Pierce
Brothers Westwood Village Memorial Park. 

“We understand the curiosity of the public, but our
families come first,” said Steward. “We don’t allow tour
groups to come in, no guide yelling ‘so and so is buried
here; so and so is buried there.’ We ask people to show
respect.” 

Pierce Brothers Westwood Village Memorial Park is a
good place to start a trip to the three most significant
graveyards in the Los Angeles area. It’s a tiny plot down
a side alley hemmed in by the skyscrapers of Westwood. 

Despite its small size, the memorial park is packed
with famous celebrities, from crooner Dean Martin to
rock guitarist Frank Zappa, movie mogul Darryl F.
Zanuck to “Green Acres” star Eva Gabor and “In Cold
Blood” author Truman Capote. 

But all pale in comparison with the most famous grave
of all the memorial parks, the crypt of 1950s film bomb-
shell Marilyn Monroe. The pilgrims still come bearing
tributes. 

“We get a very big crowd,” Steward said. “Sometimes
it used to be a weird crowd, but it has been better in
recent years.” 

If there is one Southern California graveyard that has
“gone Hollywood,” it is Hollywood Forever. Rescued
from bankruptcy, the former Hollywood Memorial Park
reopened in 1998 with a new name and a new mission that
included embracing its position as a tourist attraction. 

The location is right out of central casting — the
Hollywood sign on the nearby hills can be seen between
the crypts. There is no southern wall of the Memorial
Park — the graves back up right to the workshops and
sound stages of Paramount Studios. 

Hollywood Forever has a split personality. It’s still an
operating cemetery — on the day of my visit the lanes were
filled with cars parked for a funeral. But Hollywood
Forever celebrates its permanent residents. In the flower
shop, an attendant sells maps of the cemetery’s main attrac-
tions, with top celebrity grave spots marked with stars. 

It’s a new role for Hollywood’s oldest cemetery,
which dates back to 1899. Along with Hollywood alum-
ni, Hollywood Forever is the final resting place of early
city power brokers like the Los Angeles Times’ Otis and
Chandler families. 

Prior to Marilyn, the most famous celebrity grave was
undoubtedly the crypt of silent-screen heartthrob Rudolph
Valentino, star of “The Sheik” and other sword-and-sandal
epics. Thousands have filed past the silver-screen shrine,
including the mysterious “lady in black,” who made annu-
al visits on the anniversary of the star’s death. 

Johnny Ramone, “legendary guitarist for the
Ramones” as the tombstone is inscribed, arrived in 2004.
The New York punk pioneer (whose real name was John
Cummings) is shown playing guitar, the black rock block
inscribed with salutations from famous friends. 

“Forever here today, never gone tomorrow, my eternal
friend, I love you,” wrote Lisa Marie Presley. 

Nearby is a more abstract black rock monument for
bandmate Douglas Colvin (aka Dee Dee Ramone), who
died in 2002. His epitaph: “OK ... I gotta go now.” 

The Los Angeles area’s most famous cemetery is as
fan-frosty as Hollywood Forever Cemetery is fan-friend-
ly. The sprawling 300-acre Forest Lawn Memorial Park
in Glendale hosts the remains or memorials of dozens of
classic Hollywood names: Bogart, Stewart, Harlow,
Gable, Flynn. 

But celebrity grave spotters aren’t embraced. No map.
No directions. 

I was looking for the garden with Walt Disney’s grave,
marked by a little mermaid, when a security guard pulled
up and politely said the park was closing. 
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PTA Flea Market is Saturday!
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clothing. Support a local school. CornerLincoln & Ocean Park Blvds.

Flea Market info/VM 310-399-7721 ext. 181.

Grave matters: Celebrities
old and new still make scene
CELEBRITY GRAVES, from page 1



By The Associated Press

HONOLULU — Hawaii’s environmental protection offi-
cers are spread too thin, are not adequately trained and
lack the equipment they need to do their jobs, a state
audit concludes. 

The shortcomings make the state’s natural resources
vulnerable to abuse and prevent officers from effectively
protecting the environment, said state auditor Marion
Higa. 

“If resources continue to be depleted at their current

rate and conservation enforcement remains ineffective
and inefficient, Hawaii’s future generations will lose the
enrichment of abundant wildlife, a fertile environment
and a rich cultural heritage,” the report said. 

The 60-page report, compiled between May and
December, said enforcement officers are often pulled
from conservation patrols to work on crime prevention
and marijuana eradication. 

The report added officers have also been taken away
from protecting the environment by assignments to over-
see security at cruise ship ports and to crack down on
teenage drug and alcohol abuse at state parks and har-
bors. 

Peter Young, chairman of the board of the Department
of Land and Natural Resources, said he told the auditors
his department knows there are some challenges and
they’re trying to make some improvements. 

The department has asked the Legislature for about
$800,000 to hire uniformed security people at 22 parks
and harbors. 

It is also using grant money for an experimental ranger
program at popular recreation areas. 

Young said he hopes such steps will free enforcement
officers to concentrate on safeguarding natural and cul-
tural resources. 

“We are working on a variety of ways to make
improvements to situations that have existed for poten-
tially decades,” he said.

BY ALLEN G. BREED 
Associated Press Writer 

BUCKHANNON, W.Va. — Federal investigators
swarmed the coal mine where an explosion left 12 work-
ers dead, supervising the drilling of ventilation holes
Friday to allow safe inspections of the tunnel where the
miners huddled in their final hours. 

The work to rid Sago Mine of enough potential explo-
sives and noxious gases may take several days, said Ben
Hatfield, chief executive of the International Coal Group. 

“The foremost concern throughout this process has

been that there are so many things we don’t know about
what went wrong,” Hatfield said. “We don’t want to put
any more people at risk until we know answers.” 

The Mine Safety and Health Administration has
appointed an eight-person team to investigate Monday’s
blast that killed one miner immediately and left a dozen
more trapped more than two miles inside the mine. Only
one was alive when they were found 41 hours later
behind a plastic curtain erected to block deadly carbon
monoxide. 

In addition to investigating possible causes, including
lightning that may have ignited naturally occurring
methane or coal dust, MSHA said the probe will also
look into the mistaken communication from rescue teams
that had anxious relatives believing for three hours that
12 of the trapped miners had survived. 

The lone survivor, 26-year-old Randal McCloy Jr.,
was blinking his eyes and showing other hopeful signs
Friday at the Pittsburgh hospital where he was moved a
day earlier to receive intense hyperbaric oxygen treat-
ments. But doctors cautioned he was still critically ill
from extensive carbon monoxide poisoning and remained
in a medically induced coma. 

His family said they have sensed a reaction from him. 
“I know he knows when I’m there because when I’m

there, he gets excited,” his wife, Anna McCloy, said
Friday on ABC’s “Good Morning America.” 

McCloy’s father, Randal McCloy Sr., told The
Associated Press that he believes that his son survived
because his older colleagues dragged him to their
makeshift hiding place and shared the last of their oxygen
with him because he was the youngest, and had two small
children at home. 

“Those men were like brothers. They took care of each
other,” he said. 

Of the 12 miners who died, at least a handful managed
to scrawl a last testament to their families, according to
loved ones. The exact number of messages was not known. 

In wobbly printing, written in ink on the back of an
insurance application, 51-year-old miner Martin Toler Jr.

said goodbye. For now. 
“See them on the other side,” the note said. “It wasn’t

bad. I just went to sleep. I love you.” 
His brother, Tom, a miner himself for 30 years, was so

shocked by the simple, eloquent farewell that he didn’t
think to ask just where his brother had stashed the piece
of paper. In his pocket? In his lunch box? 

“It just shook me up when they gave it to me,” he said. 
And as he read the boxed letters fashioned with a

shaky pen, he said, “I took it to mean that it was written
in the final stages. I’d call it more or less scribbling.” 

Peggy Cohen went to a makeshift morgue in an ele-
mentary school to identify the body of her 59-year-old
father, Fred Ware Jr. There was no note for her, but the
medical examiner assured her that some men had written
farewells with the same assurances: 

“The notes said they weren’t suffering, they were just
going to sleep,” she was told. 

Autopsies were to be completed Friday, and the first
funerals were to be held Sunday. 

ICG’s Hatfield said the Sago Mine would remain
closed during the investigation, and the company was try-
ing to find temporary jobs elsewhere for the site’s 145
employees. 

“In the interim, certainly this week, they are being
paid and we’re meeting with the employees over the
weekend to draw up longer-term plans,” Hatfield told
The Associated Press in an interview a few miles from
the mine. “We’re going to do our very level best to take
care of our people.” 

As for when the mine would reopen, he couldn’t say.
“That’s a function of how quickly we can complete the
investigation, and we can’t rush it because the answers
are too important.” 

The federal mine agency said cited the Sago mine for
208 violations in 2005, a number an agency official said
was higher than normal for a mine of its size. The viola-
tions included 18 orders shutting parts of the mine until
alleged violations were corrected. None was deemed seri-
ous enough to close the entire operation. 

NATIONAL
Page 16 ❑ Weekend Edition, January 7-8, 2006 ❑ Santa Monica Daily Press

ENJOY FEDERAL 
TAX-FREE INCOME.
Call today for a free copy of 
The Complete Guide to Tax-Free Municipal Bonds.

[2
47

78
-v

1-
06

98
] 

B
M

-2
73

-1
00

5

Brian Hepp, AAMS
Financial Consultant
2425 Olympic Blvd., Suite 130-E
Santa Monica, CA 90404
(310) 453-0077
brian.hepp@agedwards.com

2005 A.G. Edwards & Sons, Inc. • Member SIPC

FIVE ACES PHOTOGRAPHY
FOR ALL OF YOUR DIGITAL AND PRINT NEEDS

NO EVENT TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL WE COVER IT ALL

2 0 %  D I S C O U N T  F O R  D A I L Y  P R E S S  R E A D E R S

FiveAcesPhoto.photoreflect.com

310 963 0636

Ventilation holes made for mine probe

Audit says Hawaii doing poor job
of protecting its natural resources



BY TRAN VAN MINH 
Associated Press Writer 

HANOI, Vietnam — Intel Corp., the world’s largest chip
maker, is seeking the Vietnamese government’s permis-
sion to build a plant worth $605 million, an official said
Thursday. The company, however, said no final decision
has been made. 

“We received the application Wednesday and are con-
sidering it,” said the official at the Ministry of Planning
and Investment’s Foreign Investment Department who
identified herself only as Vinh. 

But Chuck Mulloy, an Intel spokesman at Intel head-
quarters in Santa Clara, Calif., said the company constantly
evaluates plans for new facilities around the world but does-
n’t discuss those activities until a decision has been reached. 

“We’ve said we’re looking a number of facilities
around the world for potential future assembly-test and
other activities,” he said. “Over a year ago, we indicated
Vietnam was on the list. Then again, so was India and
locations elsewhere in emerging markets.” 

Mulloy added that it’s not unusual to see “some activ-
ity” in potential host countries. 

“There’s been no final decision,” he said. “There’s
been no announcement.” 

Vietnam encourages foreign firms to invest in high-
tech industries and Intel’s project, if approved by the
government and finalized by Intel, would become the
largest high-tech investment in the country. 

The ministry official said the project of this size needs
consideration of several government ministries, and the
prime minister will have the final decision. A license
could be issued within 45 days, she added. 

Thursday’s Youth newspaper reported that the plant,
which would likely assemble and test chips, will be built
on a 115-acre lot of land on a high-tech park in southern
commercial center of Ho Chi Minh City. 

The ministry official said the U.S. chipmaker’s project
will give a big boost for Vietnam’s foreign investment,
which received $5.8 billion in commitment in 2005, an
increase of 38 percent from the previous year. 

The government hopes to get more than $6 billion in
pledged foreign investment this year. 

In 2005, Vietnam’s total domestic sales of computers
and PC equipment were estimated to reach $700 million,
a 30 percent rise from 2004. The country’s information
technology exports for the year were also valued at $700
million, up 35 percent on year, according to figures from
Ho Chi Minh City Association of Information
Technology. 
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BY RACHEL D’ORO 
Associated Press Writer 

FORT GREELY, Alaska — Many of the silos are in
place, obscured by snow behind barbed wire fences, void
of the ballistic missile interceptors that are slow in com-
ing. 

It’s an abrupt departure from the fanfare that accom-
panied the July 2004 debut of the interceptors designed to
shoot down enemy missiles. 

As many as 10 missile interceptors were set to be
installed at Fort Greely in Alaska’s interior in 2005, join-
ing the first six interceptors installed the previous year.
But the final count was only two, raising questions about
the Bush administration’s commitment to an ambitious
— and highly criticized — missile defense program
plagued by a series of test failures. 

Officials with the Pentagon’s Missile Defense
Agency, however, say MDA director, Air Force Lt. Gen.
Henry Obering, decided to temporarily step back on the
advice of two independent panels brought in to scrutinize
the test program after the latest failures in December
2004 and last February. The program is very much alive,
they said, with much of the action in 2005 staged behind
the scenes. 

"The review groups recommended that more intercep-
tors be made available for both ground and flight testing,
and this is the reason why only two interceptors were
deployed at Fort Greely,” said MDA spokesman Rick
Lehner. 

The 10-interceptor schedule was the maximum that
could go in during 2005, not a fixed number, said Army
Maj. Eric Maxon, an Alaska-based spokesman. 

“There’s no rigid timeline for those remaining inter-
ceptors. There never has been,” Maxon said during a
recent tour of the 800-acre complex, built on barren ter-
rain at the edge of an old burned spruce forest. 

Currently there are eight interceptors at Fort Greely
and two at Vandenberg Air Force Base in California.
Officials initially said two additional interceptors would
be put in at Vandenberg, but have since decided to keep
two existing silos there available for tests expected to
begin this spring, Lehner said. At least two of those tests
will involve mock targets fired from Alaska’s rocket
range on Kodiak Island, he added. 

Fort Greely, about 100 miles southeast of Fairbanks,
remains the primary interceptor site for the national mis-
sile defense system, with 40 silos planned here. Silo con-
struction is half-completed, and officials are mum on
when interceptors will fill them. 

"More will be deployed in 2006 and 2007,” Lehner
said. “But for operational security reasons the Defense
Department will no longer divulge how many intercep-
tors are deployed, only that it is in excess of 10.” 

The interceptors could now be activated on a limited
basis in case of an emergency, Lehner said. 

Under the program being developed, interceptors
would eventually be linked to other system components,
including satellites, ground-and sea-based radars, com-
puters and command centers. As envisioned by the mili-
tary, the network would detect and track ballistic mis-
siles, propelling interceptors fitted with optical sensors
called “kill vehicles” to destroy enemy warheads. 

Congress has authorized $7.8 billion for program in
the upcoming year. 

In reality, however, the multibillion dollar system has
been inconsistent. Interceptor tests have failed five times
in 11 tests. Military officials say failures have led to bet-
ter equipment and a successful interceptor test in
December at Kwajalein Atoll in the central Pacific. 

Retired Army Gen. Bill Nance, a member of one of the
review panels, said test failures were due more to hard-
ware problems and flight test readiness than any design
flaws in the interceptors themselves. 

Nance said the Missile Defense Agency has taken the
panels’ recommendations for more rigorous testing stan-
dards seriously. That means more ground testing of indi-
vidual components to prepare for future flight tests,
which have involved mock targets successfully fired
from Kodiak. The panels also recommended taking some
interceptors out of the production flow and devoting
them to tests. 

“I think this system is going to work,” Nance said. “I
think will be able to help defend America from ballistic
missile attacks.” 

But skepticism remains. 
The Missile Defense Agency is far behind in its test-

ing program, and at the pace it’s going, wouldn’t be fully
operational for decades — if it’s not abandoned first by a
future administration, said Philip Coyle, a former chief of
testing for the Pentagon and an outspoken critic of the
missile defense system being developed. 

If highly scripted tests fail, it’s hard to see how they
could succeed in a surprise attack, said Coyle, who is
now an adviser to the Center for Defense Information in
Washington. Critics also question the validity of a huge-
ly expensive, highly complex system that would have no
effect on low-tech attacks employed by terrorists, such as
suicide missions. 

“The basic challenges haven’t changed. Basically, hit-
ting an enemy missile out in space, at 15,000 miles an
hour, is like trying to hit a hole-in-one in golf when the
hole is going 15,000 miles an hour,” Coyle said. “If an
enemy used counter measures and decoys, then it would
be like trying to hit a hole-in-one when the green is going
15,000 miles an hour and the green is covered with a
bunch of black dots that look just like the hole.” 

BY MAY WONG 
AP Technology Writer 

LAS VEGAS — Tick. Tick. Tick. The dreaded wait-
ing period for a computer to boot up is all too famil-
iar. 

Even the pilot on my flight to Las Vegas this
week told passengers they would have to wait for a
few minutes — “like how your computer has to boot
up at home” — as he restarted the engine before
takeoff. 

But airplanes aside, time-weary consumers who
increasingly rely on laptops, PCs and other electronic
devices to watch movies or listen to music are
demanding immediate gratification. 

The tech industry is responding. 
Evidence of an instant-on movement peppered the

International Consumer Electronics Show here. 
Toshiba Corp. showed off new notebooks with its

“Express Media Player,” which lets users instantly
play audio or video DVDs and CDs with a simple
push of a button and without the need to first boot the
Microsoft Corp. Windows operating system. 

The Japanese electronics giant was among the first
to feature a no-waiting TV mode in 2004 with its
Qosmio multimedia laptop. 

It then began to put the boot-less mode on its high-
end models. This year, Toshiba plans to integrate the
feature in about 80 percent of its models. 

Hewlett-Packard Co. also introduced similar
“QuickPlay” technology in one laptop over a year
ago. It has since expanded it across four model lines,
including its newest HP Pavilion dv1000 debuting at
CES. 

“Eventually every notebook will have this capabil-
ity in the next couple of years,” said Carl Pinto, a
Toshiba product development director. “As digital
convergence has made notebooks more of an enter-
tainment device, the whole concept is to make it oper-
ate more like a DVD player or other consumer elec-
tronics.” 

Put it this way: How long do you wait after you
push the power button to get your radio, digital cam-
era or cell phone to start working? Maybe 10 or 15
seconds if your handset is a smartphone. By contrast,
it still typically takes anywhere from two to four min-
utes for a computer to boot up its operating system
and be ready for duty. 

Microsoft, whose nearly ubiquitous Windows plat-
form is expanding into ever more mobile and enter-
tainment-oriented gadgets, knows improvements are
needed. It promises to address that issue in its upcom-
ing Windows upgrade, called Vista, due for release by
the end of the year. 

In one such feature, called Sideshow, laptops
would be able to retrieve phone contacts, to-do lists or
other organizer-type files — all without the need to
turn on the machine or boot up the main operating
system. Instead, users could instantly access that data,
which would be displayed on a small screen embed-
ded in the notebook’s lid. 

Microsoft Chairman Bill Gates showed a prototype
of the SideShow technology during his keynote
Wednesday night. 

PortalPlayer Inc., which is providing Microsoft
with the semiconductors and software components for
Sideshow, says its technology would even allow for
PowerPoint presentations to be displayed or con-
trolled from the small touch screen. 

Some laptop prototypes were on display at CES
but notebook makers are not expected to incorporate
“Preface” technology until after Windows Vista is
released, said Arman Toorians, senior director of
technical marketing at PortalPlayer. 

Companies could also apply the technology to
multimedia computers, Toorians said. 

In the meantime, Intel Corp.’s new Viiv platform
of technologies for home entertainment PCs will also
allow users to instantly turn their machines on or off
after an initial boot. 

Silence in the Fort Greely silos Computer users want
instant gratification;
industry is responding

Chipping away: Intel seeks permission
to build $605 million plant in Vietnam
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BY RAVI NESSMAN 
Associated Press Writer 

JERUSALEM — Prime Minister Ariel Sharon showed
“significant improvement” after five hours of emergency
brain surgery Friday, with doctors stopping the bleeding
and relieving the pressure inside his skull, a hospital offi-
cial said. 

Sharon, 77, remains in serious condition, said
Hadassah Hospital director Dr. Shlomo Mor-Yosef.
Sharon was returned to intensive care after the surgery
and a subsequent brain scan. He will remain in a med-
ically induced coma until Sunday. 

Sharon was rushed to the operating room Friday morn-
ing after a brain scan detected further bleeding and
increasing pressure. 

“During surgery, the increased intracranial pressure
was released, part of the blood clots that remained after
the first operation were drained,” he said. “At the end of
the operation, there is no active bleeding and the intracra-
nial pressure has returned to normal.” 

“I can say that in comparison to previous CT scans ...
there is a significant improvement in the way the brain
exam looks to Hadassah’s experts,” Mor-Yosef said. 

He said the prime minister was in “stable, but serious”
condition. 

Sharon suffered a massive stroke with widespread
bleeding in his brain Wednesday, and Friday’s surgery
was his second in two days. He was rushed into the oper-
ating room after doctors detected bleeding in the brain,
increased cranial pressure and rising blood pressure. 

Wednesday’s stroke was Sharon’s second since a mild
one Dec. 18 and occurred the night before he was sched-
uled to undergo a procedure to repair a hole in his heart.
That tiny hole contributed to the earlier stroke. 

Shimon Peres, Israel’s elder statesman and a Sharon
ally, said he was “very worried.” 

Friday’s surgery followed a seven-hour operation
Thursday morning after Sharon suffered a massive brain
hemorrhage. Doctors had put him in a medically induced
coma to give his body time to heal, but most outside
experts said his chances for recovery were slim. 

Sharon’s sons, Omri and Gilad, were camped out in a
room next door to their father’s at the neurological inten-
sive care unit. 

Dr. Yonathan Halevy, a senior doctor at Jerusalem’s
Shaarei Zedek Hospital who is not treating Sharon, said
he was also worried about the Israeli leader’s condition. 

“The fact that the bleeding has resumed is a sign of a
significant deterioration,” he told Israel TV. 

Outside medical experts said bleeding from the stroke
may have led to interference of the drainage of the cere-
bral spinal fluid that bathes the brain, or he may have
developed inflammation and fluid leakage within the
substance of the brain. 

Sharon’s sudden, grave illness left his ambitious peace
agenda in doubt and stunned Israelis, who were grappling
with the likelihood that the man who dominated politics
in the regions for decades would never return to power. 

“Between hope and despair,” read the banner headline
in the Maariv daily newspaper. 

Aides to Sharon said they were working on the
assumption he would not return to work. 

Sharon’s supporters prayed for his recovery.
Sephardic Chief Rabbi Shlomo Amar advised Israelis
which Psalms to read as part of their prayers for Sharon. 

Rabbi Shmuel Rabinovitch of the Western Wall said
he received dozens of e-mails praying for Sharon’s health
that he printed out and stuck in the cracks of the holy site.
Callers from as far away as Venezuela and the United
States asked for advice in praying for Sharon, he said. 

Svetlana Kremitsky, a hospital worker who brings
food to the patients in Sharon’s ward, said the hospital
was filled with worry. 

“You can feel it in the air. We’re all concerned,” she
said. 

Sharon’s deputy, Ehud Olmert, has taken the reins as
acting prime minister and is trying to convey a sense of
stability. Leaders of Sharon’s new Kadima Party said
they would rally around Olmert, and a new poll released
Friday showed Kadima would still sweep March elec-
tions, even without Sharon. 

Doctors said it would take time to determine how
much damage was caused by the widespread stroke

Sharon suffered Wednesday night, adding that media
reports of permanent, significant damage were irrespon-
sible. 

Sharon’s collapse less than three months before
national elections also left his Kadima party, which he
formed in November, in limbo. 

In the short term, Israelis appeared to still be support-
ing Kadima. A poll published in the Yediot Ahronot daily
Friday found that an Olmert-headed Kadima would win
39 of 120 parliament seats, the most of any party and
slightly less than the party polled under Sharon. 

The dovish Labor Party would get 20 seats, and the
hard-line Likud, which Sharon left to form Kadima,
would capture 16 seats, according to the poll of 500 peo-
ple taken Thursday. It had an error margin of 4.4 per-
centage points. 

Peres would net 42 seats as head of Kadima, but some
analysts said it was unlikely he would be chosen to lead
the new party. He met with Olmert on Friday, but did not
give details. 

“We will know how to continue Israel’s policy ... to
continue Ariel Sharon’s policies,” Peres told reporters. 

Palestinians reacted to the fall of their longtime enemy
with a mix of glee and apprehension. Some Palestinian
leaders worried that Sharon’s illness could derail their
Jan. 25 parliamentary elections. 

“We are watching with great worry at what might hap-
pen if he is harmed,” said Palestinian leader Mahmoud
Abbas, who called Olmert to express wishes for Sharon’s
recovery. 

Some Palestinian children gave out sweets in the Gaza
Strip at news of Sharon’s illness. 

Foreign leaders, who embraced Sharon following his
unilateral pullout from the Gaza Strip last year, also
expressed concern. 

Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice praised Sharon as
“a man of enormous courage,” and British Foreign
Secretary Jack Straw said he was praying for a miracu-
lous recovery. 

Two prominent rabbis visited Sharon’s bedside
Thursday on the heavily guarded seventh floor of the hos-
pital and prayed with his family, one of the rabbis,
Yitzhak Batzri, told Israel Radio. Batzri’s father, leading
Jewish mystic David Batzri, held Sharon’s hand to direct
a prayer toward him, Yitzhak Batzri said. 

“He is unconscious as everyone knows and the small
happiness that we have is that we saw the family is
strong, the family believes, the family is praying and hop-
ing,” Yitzhak Batzri said. 

Israelis were shocked by the illness of a man who was
in public life for decades, first as a hero in Israel’s earli-
est wars and later as the country’s best known political
hawk. Sharon led Israel’s fight against the Palestinians
during nearly five years of violence, and his security cre-
dentials gave him the credibility with the Israeli public to
make concessions to the Palestinians. 

"He was one of a kind. I don’t know any other man
like him,” said Joseph Lapid, head of the opposition
Shinui Party. 

Sharon first rose to prominence as an army officer, set-
ting up a unit that fought Palestinian infiltrators in the
1950s. He served as a commander of the Gaza region
after Israel captured the territory in 1967, before entering
politics and forging the hardline Likud Party. 

Sharon briefly returned to the army to lead the fight
against Egypt during the 1973 Mideast war. 

As defense minister, Sharon directed Israel’s ill-fated
invasion of Lebanon in 1982 and was forced to step down
by an Israeli commission of inquiry that found him indi-
rectly responsible for a massacre of Palestinians in two
refugee camps by Christian Phalangist soldiers. 

Sharon re-emerged as prime minister in 2001 soon
after the outbreak of new Israeli-Palestinian violence, and
two years later he reversed his decades-long support for
Jewish settlement and pushed through his Gaza pullout plan. 

Despite the pullout, Sharon remains widely reviled in
the Arab world for his tough actions against Palestinians. 

Sharon fell ill Wednesday evening while he rested at
his ranch in southern Israel ahead of a medical procedure
scheduled for Thursday to close a small hole in his heart.
Doctors rushed him to Hadassah Hospital, instead of a
hospital in nearby Beersheba, because his condition did
not appear dire, Sharon aides said. He suffered the bleed-
ing stroke during the hourlong drive to Jerusalem. 

Israel’s Sharon fights for life
BY JASON STRAZIUSO 
Associated Press Writer 

BAGHDAD, Iraq — The U.S. military said Friday
that six more American troops died in the recent surge
of violence in Iraq, bringing to 11 the number of U.S.
troops slain on the same day. 

Thousands of Shiites, meanwhile, rallied in
Baghdad to protest the bloodshed and denounce what
they said was American coddling of some Sunnis who
support the insurgency in order to mollify them and
bring them into a broad-based government. 

In new violence Friday, a suicide car bomber
struck a police patrol in Baghdad, killing one officer,
Col. Noori Ashur said. 

British Foreign Secretary Jack Straw held talks in
southern Iraq with local officials on forming a broad-
based coalition government. 

A U.S. Marine and soldier died in Thursday’s
attack by a suicide bomber who infiltrated a line of
police recruits in Ramadi, killing at least 58 and
wounding dozens. Two soldiers were also killed in
the Baghdad area when their vehicle hit a roadside
bomb, the military said Friday. 

Two U.S. Marines were killed by separate small
arms attacks while conducting combat operations in
Fallujah, the military said. 

The military had previously announced the deaths
of five soldiers hit by a roadside bomb south of Karbala.
The attack came minutes before a second suicide
bomber struck Shiite pilgrims in that city, killing 63. 

The 11 U.S. deaths were the most in a single day
since 11 Americans were killed on Dec. 1. On that day,
10 Marines were killed by buried bombs as they gath-
ered for a promotion ceremony in an abandoned flour
mill in Fallujah, and one soldier was killed in Ramadi. 

At least 2,194 members of the U.S. military have
died since the war began, according to an Associated
Press count. Ball bearings from the suicide attacker’s
vest lay scattered on the earth next to Shiite Islam’s
holiest shrine in Iraq after the Karbala attack. 

In the Sunni insurgent stronghold of Ramadi, 70
miles west of the capital, Marine Capt. Jeffrey S. Pool
said police recruits got back in line to continue the
screening process after a suicide bomber attacked.
They were apparently desperate for a relatively well-
paying job in the impoverished area. 

Marine Maj. Gen. Stephen Johnson, commander
of U.S. forces in western Iraq, said he suspects al-
Qaida in Iraq carried out the Ramadi attack, although
he has no proof. 

Prime Minister Ibrahim al-Jaafari, a Shiite,
denounced the violence as a bid to derail the political
process at a time when progress was being made
toward a government that would include Sunni Arabs
and thus possibly weaken the insurgency. 

A spokesman for the U.S. military said insurgents
are becoming more desperate as the democratic
process increasingly takes hold. 

“The common people of Iraq are losing their toler-
ance for the insurgents and terrorists among them,
turning in the enemy among them at an increasing
rate,” said Lt. Col. Barry Johnson. “We aren’t past the
dangers that threaten progress and there will be more
tragedies ahead of us.” 

At the protest rally, thousands of angry Shiites
demonstrated in Baghdad’s Sadr City slum against a
spree of attacks and U.S. policy, chanting slogans
against U.S. Ambassador Zalmay Khalilzad and mod-
erate Sunni Arab leaders such as Adnan al-Dulaimi. 

Most of their ire was directed at hard-liners such as
Saleh al-Mutlaq, head of the Sunni Arab National
Dialogue Front, who complained of widespread fraud
in the Dec. 15 elections. 

Khalilzad has urged Iraq’s political and religious
groups to form a coalition. They include the three top
vote-getters and the main Shiite United Iraqi Alliance
— leading in results following the elections — al-
Dulaimi’s main Sunni Arab Iraqi Accordance Front,
and a Kurdish coalition.

U.S. military reports
11 U.S. troops killed
on same day in Iraq 



COMICS
Santa Monica Daily Press ❑ Weekend Edition, January 7-8, 2006 ❑ Page 19

Natural Selection®

By Russ Wallace

Garfield® By Jim Davis
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CLSS - Open Interviews

Employment
ADMINISTRATIVE
BUSY WLA office needs top notch
admin support to answer phones,
create spreadsheets and type
correspondents.  Must be computer
savvy and detail oriented! $12/hr Call
Barrington Staffing (310) 490-8381

ADVERTISING SALES
Work with clients to figure out

their message, package it
cleverly, get results. Must be
persistent and willing to make

the calls, knock on doors,
network fiercely. One third
selling, one third PR and

Marketing, one third keeping
yourself organized. This can
be fun for the right person,

misery for the wrong person.
Front loaded commission

program enables you to start
making money right away, if

you have what it takes. Great
long term potential for the
right personality. Energetic

office full of resources to help
you grow as a professional.
Must be a self starter, high

energy and computer literate.
Send resume and cover letter

to ross@smdp.com

BOOKKEEPER-- SMALL FAMILY law
firm located in Santa Monica is
looking for a bookkeeper (20-25
hours per week).  Duties include
client billing, receivables, payables,
and Quickbooks. Knowledge of
Tussman billing system a plus.
Please fax resume to Stefanie Hall,
Polin & Hall, at (310) 449-0014.

CAREER OPPORTUNITY. Female real
estate broker needs personal
assistant ASAP. Agent license
preferred. Part-time. $184/week plus
commission. (310) 820-6059

CLSS - Advertising Sales

Newspapers - Magazines

Classified  &  Display: Real Estate, 

Ethnic, Entertainment, Military, 

Business, Finance... 

Well established Co.

50+ years in L.A. 

www.theglobalmediagroup.

com/jobinfo.htm

ADVERTISING SALES  � � � �

Seeking: Self-Motivated, 

Energetic, Experienced 

Professionals.

• High Commissions Paid Weekly

Leads Furnished

• 

• 

Call: Paul 213-251-9100, Ex-25 

and /or Please visit:  

COUNTER HELP needed. Cafe near 3rd
St. Promenade on Broadway. Must be
experienced. Immediate openings,
day and evening shifts. Apply
afternoons in person. 215 Broadway,
SM. (310) 396-9898.

Employment
CUSTOMER SERVICE/
COPY OPERATOR
Looking for energetic reliable person
for local print shop. Experience and
computer background. P/T can lead to
F/T. Fax resume (310) 319-1343.

EXPERIENCED MEDICAL receptionist
for a medical office. Please fax
resume (310) 231-0337
FIT FEMALE MODEL WANTED FOR
FIGURE DRAWING BY ARTIST. No
experience necessary call. (818) 501-
0266
IMMEDIATE POSITIONS available in
the housekeeping department of St.
John’s Health Center. All shifts
available, PT/ FT. Hospital
housekeeping preferred. Call
(310) 829-8431 for interview.

INTERESTED IN working for a
dynamic, fast-growing travel
management company? We are
looking for team players with strong
sales and service skills, as well as an
interest for travel and geography.
Excellent attitude, computer and
communication skills a must.
Competitive salary and benefits
package. Offices in West L.A.,
Torrance, and Valencia. If you are
interested email us at
Recruit@all-travel.com or call Tom to
schedule an appt. (310) 312-3368

Join Bon Appétit at The Getty Villa.
Great Hours, Great Benefits

Line Cooks
Bakers
Prep Cooks
Dishwashers
Cashiers
Bussers
Food Runners

E-mail: Falvarez@Getty.Edu
Fax:  310 440 7725

Phone: 310 440 6974

Bon Appétit is an equal 
opportunity employer.

We are committed to diversity.
Visit our website:
www.bamco.com

KITCHEN HELP
We are looking for a kitchen helper of
Japanese cuisine. Must be
experienced. Part-time $12/hr. Kaido
Japanese Restaurant (310)800-3248.

ORTHODONTIC OFFICE new patient
coordinator. Seeking very special
person. We value good
communication skills, ambition,
involvement, energy, and
organizational skills. We stress
personal development through
continuing education, full participation
with our team, and a strong
involvement with our patients. If you
are seeking a real opportunity to grow
and fulfill your potential call (310)
546-5097. Please visit our website at
www.drpatrickturley.com to view our
“Hawaiian Surfing” themed practice.
PART-TIME SALES person for a
hardware store. Call (310) 395-1158

Employment
PART-TIME ADMINISTRATIVE
assistant 20-25hrs/week. Santa
Monica. hourly rate, flexible, baed
on experience. Must have
knowledge of Word, Excel, real
estate background a plus. Contact
Sean Fitzgerald. (310) 776-0740.

RECEPTION
SM Co. seeking front office person to
handle hvy phones, faxing, filing and
data entry. Must know Word/Excel,
$10/hr. Call Barrington Staffing
(310) 453-4289.

RECEPTIONIST
WLA Interior Design office. Answer
phones, gen. office/kitchen tasks,
computer entry. Must be friendly &
organized. Fax 310.445.9124
TELEMARKETING
MEDICAL Co in SM seeking 5 people
to call former donors and new
prospects for donation for 6-8 wks.
Previous experience a plus, 9-4,
$12/hr. Call Barrington Staffing
(310) 453-4289

For Sale
ARIZONA ART collector has large
collection of vintage California  plein
air and vintage California
impressionist paintings, many
published artists, over 60 paintings.
Born and raised in California has
been living in Arizona for the past
17 years. Selling entire collection.
I will be traveling through Los
Angeles in the next couple weeks.
Please call to make an appointment.
For the showing of these paintings.
George (602) 617-3039.

SPA/HOT TUB 2006 Model. Neck Jets.
Therapy seat. Warranty. Never used.
Can deliver. Worth $5750, sell for
$1750 (310) 479-3054

Vehicles for sale
‘00 SL500 $36,981

White/Tan, 36K Miles
(YF191683)

(310) 453-2045
www.wisimonson.com
‘01 A6 . . . . . . LOADED

Leather, Mnrf, CD Changer
Only 58K Miles (118114)

(800) 406-7782
LEXUS SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

‘01 JETTA GLS LOADED!
$14,577

Super Low Miles, 
Must See!

(194471) 866-VW DEALS
Volkswagen Santa Monica

‘02 BEETLE GLS
$16,777

Silver over Gray, Lthr, Low
Miles, Loaded, S/R, Alloys
(416881) 866-VW DEALS

Volkswagen Santa Monica
‘02 C230 CPE. . . $17,981

Blue/Gray, Certified
(2A364899)

(310) 453-2045
www.wisimonson.com
‘02 C320 . . . . $24,981
Desert Silver/ Tan, CD

(2F130928)
(310) 453-2045

www.wisimonson.com
‘02 E320 WGN $24,961
Teal/Tan, Chromes, CD

(978026)
(310) 453-2045

www.wisimonson.com

Vehicles for sale
‘02 GOLF GLS

$13,997
35 + MPG, Certified, 

4 Door, Low Miles, Clean!
(047202) 866-VW DEALS

Volkswagen Santa Monica
‘02 JETTA GLS 

Mgr. Spec. $16,333
Lo Mi, Blue Pearl, 

Auto, Loaded
(174162) 866-VW DEALS

Volkswagen Santa Monica
‘02 NISSAN SENTRA GXE

$9,995
Low miles, Manual Trans,

Loaded, Great Color, 
Like New

(641801) 866-VW DEALS
Volkswagen Santa Monica

‘02 PASSAT GLS WGN!
$18,995

Cerified, Loaded,
Silver

866-VW DEALS
Volkswagen Santa Monica

‘02 TOYOTA AVALON
$17,988

XLS, Certified, Mnrf, 
29K mi. (251125)  

(800) 579-6047
TOYOTA SANTA MONICA

‘02 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER
$12,988

SR5, Power Package,
Alloys, Cass, CD (024159)

(800) 579-6047
TOYOTA SANTA MONICA

‘03 4RUNNER LTD
$26,995 Only 19K Miles

(011563)
(800) 406-7782

LEXUS SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

‘03 CLK320 CAB $37,984
Pewter/Char, CD 

(978026)
(310) 453-2045

www.wisimonson.com
‘03 G35 Only 9400 Miles!
THIS CAR WILL NOT LAST

(Vin222221)
(800) 406-7782

LEXUS SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

‘03 HONDA ACCORD EX
ONLY $16,997

Low Low Miles, Moonroof,
Premium Sound, 

Automatic, Pwr Pkg
(017817) 866-VW DEALS

Volkswagen Santa Monica
‘03 HONDA ODYSSEY EX

$19,988
Quad Seats, Only 37K

Miles (152380)
(800) 579-6047

TOYOTA SANTA MONICA
‘03 SLK230. . . . $31,981

White/Black, CD
(3F275526)

(310) 453-2045
www.wisimonson.com

‘04 A4 . . . . . . . . $23,981
Champagne/Tan Leather

(4A180479)
(310) 453-2045

www.wisimonson.com
‘04 BEETLE GLS

Conv’t 1.8T $19,777
Certified. Loaded 
Sil/Black Leather

(333895) 866-VW DEALS
Volkswagen Santa Monica

‘04 C240 WGN $27,981
Met. Blue/ Black, CD

(4F472999)
(310) 453-2045

www.wisimonson.com
‘04 CAMRY $16,981

Silver & MORE!
(4U835613)

(310) 453-2045
www.wisimonson.com

Vehicles for sale
‘04 FOCUS ZXS $11,995
Auto, 16K Miles Leather

(109335)
GRAND OPENING
(866) 925-3333

MITSUBISHI SANTA MONICA

‘04 GS300 14K Miles
$29,995 Cert w/3YR/100K

Warr, Loaded (176316)
(800) 406-7782

LEXUS SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

‘05 E500 Only 7000 Miles
Blk/Tan, NAVI, Loaded

(606688)
(800) 406-7782

LEXUS SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

‘05 PASSAT Brass Hat
$24,333

GLX, Loaded, Black, 
Low Miles

(174162) 866-VW DEALS
Volkswagen Santa Monica

‘93 ES300 SON $6,995
Like Brand New 

(P012098)
GRAND OPENING
(866) 925-3333

MITSUBISHI SANTA MONICA
‘96 LEGEND L $6,250

4DR, Loaded (Vin002039)
GRAND OPENING
(866) 925-3333

MITSUBISHI SANTA MONICA
‘96 TL 2.5 SEDAN $8,995

CD, Leather, Only 44K
Miles! (VinTC020957)

GRAND OPENING
(866) 925-3333

MITSUBISHI SANTA MONICA
‘97 A6 . . . . .  $8,995
Quattro AWD Wagon

(Vin001994)
GRAND OPENING
(866) 925-3333

MITSUBISHI SANTA MONICA
‘97 DODGE NEON $4,495

Low miles, 3K Stereo 
System, Pirelli Tires, 

Alloys Premium, Must See
(179028) 866-VW DEALS

Volkswagen Santa Monica
‘97 VOLVO 850 

$8,988
Auto, Power Package, 51K

Miles (381432)
(800) 579-6047

TOYOTA SANTA MONICA
‘98 GRAND CHER LTD
LD’D, Only 59K Miles,
Lthr, Mnrf (294194)

(800) 406-7782
LEXUS SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

‘98 ML320 MUST SEE!
$14,995 Leather, Loaded!

(043164)
(800) 406-7782

LEXUS SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

‘99 4RUNNER LIMITED
$15,995 Leather, Mnrf,
CD, 1 Owner (101272)

(800) 406-7782
LEXUS SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

‘99 CHRYSLER TOWN &
COUNTRY LTD $10,988
Leather, DualAC, Chrome

Wheels (582892)
(800) 579-6047

TOYOTA SANTA MONICA
‘99 E430. . . . $19,983

Desert Silver/ Java
(XA820514)

(310) 453-2045
www.wisimonson.com
‘99 HONDA ACCORD LX

$8,988
Power Pkg, Cass/CD, 

Alloys (015864)
(800) 579-6047

TOYOTA SANTA MONICA

Vehicles for sale
‘99 RX300 $23,995 

Only 53K Miles, Lthr, Mnrf,
CDChgr, All Whl Drive

(039357)
(800) 406-7782

LEXUS SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

99 TL . . . . . . $12,995
Leather, Mnrf, CD,

(Vin012267)
(800) 406-7782

LEXUS SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

CLSS - Cash 4 Cars

All makes & models, any condition.
We come to you and handle all paper

work. Friendly professional buyer.
Please call now! (310) 995-5898

$$ CASH FOR CARS $$

CLSS - Used

GRAND
OPENING
CELEBRATION

LOW
PRICES
NEW 06 MODELS
FREE GAS
COURTESY
OF MITSUBISHI

THE NEW

1100 Santa Monica Blvd.
Santa Monica, CA 90404

866-925-3333

Employment Wanted
EXPERIENCE CAREGIVER/CNA in home
health-care. 10 yrs. of excellent work
references. Looking for live-in
position. (805) 381-0506, (310) 403-
6790.

For Rent
$1495/MO. PRIME location, North of
Wilshire, Santa Monica. Charming 2
units:  both one bedroom/one bath.
Upstairs and downstairs. Backyard.
One unit paid utilities, hardwood
floors, just redecorated. 917 Lincoln
Blvd. (310) 395-1495.

$2795/MO. PRIME location, North of
Wilshire, Santa Monica, charming,
renovated upper front, 3bdrm/2bath
plus patio. Front and rear yard.
Hardwood flooring, close to beach and
third St. promenade, shopping,
transportation, may consider pet. 917
Lincoln Blvd. (310) 395-1495
1BDRM/1BATH UTILITIES included.
Close to 405 freeway. Prefer couple.
$850/mo (310) 418-4052, after 1pm
(310) 497-3546.

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

Your ad could run here!
✆ Call us today at (310) 458-7737
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For Rent
CLSS - Beautiful Montana Gardens

Room and Board
401 Montana Avenue

Your home away from home.

Daily meals, laundry, housekeep-
ing, utilities, and cable. 1 Bdrm, 1
Bath + Full Kitchen. Seniors and
all ages welcome.

NOW AVAILABLE
$2,800/MO
(310) 245-9436

BEAUTIFUL

MONTANA GARDENS

CLSS - Elly Nesis the Best RentalsBEST
RENTALS

ELLY NESIS CO. INC
(310) 396-4443

ellynesis.com

ROQUE & Mark Co.
2802 Santa Monica Blvd.
310-828-7525
Sales, rentals, property
management.

RENTALS AVAILABLE, NO PETS
ALLOWED
For listings, please go to
www.roque-mark.com

RENTALS AVAILABLE
NO PETS ALLOWED

SANTA MONICA
507 Raymond    $995

Upper single, utilities paid,
Remodeled, close to Main St.

VENICE/WLA/PALMS

10270 Palms, $925 & $1150
1 bed & 2 bed, freshly paint-
ed, New carpet, gas stove,

fridge

1610 Barry, WLA, $1200
Front upper 1 bed, Pergo
floors, Updated fixtures &

appliances

1723 S. Barrington, WLA, $1500
Lower 2 bed, 1 3/4 baths,
new carpet, New blinds.

Dishwasher & fridge

21 S. Venice Blvd, $1475 & $1550
Lower & upper 1 bed, steps
to beach, gas stove, parking

1150 & 1152 Venice, $1550 & $1600

Lower & upper 1 bedrms,
completely  Remodeled, top

of the line appliances, 
Cabinets and fixture, washer

& dryer in unit

1518 Centinela, WLA, $2200
Townhouse style, 2 bed, 2

1/2 bath, Pergo floors, wash-
er & dryer, dishwasher

SALES • RENTALS 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

ROQUE &

MARK Co.

2802 Santa Monica Blvd.

310-828-7525

FOR MORE LISTINGS GO TO
WWW.ROQUE-MARK.COM

For Rent
FREE RENTAL Lists & No Fee 
Rentals. Sullivan-Dituri Company. 
2111 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica, CA
90403.

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
(310) 869-7901

1214 Idaho Unit 1
2+1 w/ patio $2095
1214 Idaho Unit 7

2+1.5 townhouse $2325

PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE
FOR COMPLETE LISTINGS AT:
www.howardmanagement.com

MAR VISTA, townhouse style. 11621
Braddock Drive, Unit 1 $1300. 2
bdrm/1 1/2 bath. Stove, blinds,
carpet, washer/dryer hook-ups, patio,
intercom entry, gated parking, no pets
(310) 967-4471 jkwproperties.com

PALMS/BEVERLYWOOD ADJ. $995.00.
1bdrm/1bath. 2009 Pruess Rd., #4
Open for viewing: 9am-6pm
ROOM IN a house with a shared
bathroom @ 52 Dudley Ave. Lots of
charm. Has private balcony. 1 block
from beach. 1 year lease, No pets. No
smoking. $745 (310) 396-4443 x2002
ellynesis.com

SANTA MONICA $1175/mo
1bedroom/1bath. Will consider small
pet, hardwood floors, lower, laundry
quiet. (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1325/mo
2bedrooms/1Bath, No pets, Carpet
Floors, Upper, Parking, stove.
( 3 1 0 ) 3 9 5 - R E N T
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $825/mo
single/1bath. Upper, charming
renovated building, close to beach
and promenade. (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $1095.00. 1 bdrm., 1
bath. Appliances, Gas Paid, NO PETS.
2535 Kansas Ave., #103, Mgr: #101.
SANTA MONICA $1095/mo
1bedroom/1bath. No pets, Carpets
Parking, laundry, refrigerator, stove,
dishwasher. (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1650/mo
2bdrm/1bath  GARDEN-STYLE
Hardwood Floors, parking,
laundry,courtyard, partial ocean view
( 3 1 0 ) 3 9 5 - R E N T
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1650/mo
2bedrooms/1bath, No pets, Month-to-
month lease, Carpet Floors, Lower
Rear, Parking. (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

For Rent
SANTA MONICA $2100/mo
3bdrm/2baths Upper apartment, North
of Wilshire. Parking, laundry,
refrigerator, stove. (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $2300/mo
3bedroom/2 1/2Bath, parking,
laundry,refrigerator, dishwasher,
patio, controlled access, fireplace,
washer/ dryer (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $875/mo
studio/1bath bungalow style.
Hardwood Floors, Parking, kitchen,
closet/ storage space. (310) 395-
RENT www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $995/mo
1bedroom/1Bath. New carpets/blinds,
parking refrigerator, stove, great
location, fresh paint. (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SENIORS- AFFORDABLE HOUSING
Live in a BEAUTIFUL

apt/ suite in Beverly/ Fairfax or
Santa Monica: $400-$560/month

(323) 650-7988

VENICE, 2 BEDROOM + 2 Bath, gated
building with subterranean parking,
AC, newer building with courtyard
area, quiet neighborhood. Laundry
rm., 1 year lease, no pets. $1595.
(310) 396-4443 x 2002 ellynesis.com

VENICE, BEAUTIFUL 2 bedroom
apartment close to Beach and Venice
commercial centers. Very spacious
unit with lots of light. 1 year lease. No
pets or smokers. $1800. (310) 396-
4443 x 2002 ellynesis.com

VENICE, CHARMING VENICE Beach
craftsman style complex in a quaint
and quiet area. 3 blocks from the
beach. 1 year lease. No pets. $1450.
Call (310) 396-4443 x 2002.
ellynesis.com

VENICE, MDR ADJACENT. Single,
fireplace, newer gated building with
gated parking, courtyard area, quiet
neighborhood. Laundry rm. 1 year
lease, no pets. $995. (310) 396-4443
x 2002 ellynesis.com

VENICE, STORAGE space located just
off North Venice Blvd. Highly desirable
location. $250 (310) 396-4443 x2002
ellynesis.com

VENICE, SUNNY large 2bdrm, 1bath
w/2 balconies and unbelievable ocean
views! 1/2 block to beach with 1 car
garage parking. 1 year lease, no pets.
No smoking. $2250 (310) 396-4443
x2002 ellynesis.com

WESTCHESTER 6707 W 86th Pl. Unit
E. 2bdrm/1bath. stove. microwave,
dishwasher, carpet, blinds, laundry,
gated parking, no pets. $1375, $300
off move-in. (310) 578-7512 
jkwproperties.com

WLA: 2BDRM/1BATH. $1600/mo.
Great location, new carpet, tile, clean,
quiet, parking, patio. Brenda
(310) 991-2694.

Commercial Lease
CLSS - 1,000-5,000 sq

1610 BROADWAY
1,000-5,000 SQ FT

Ground Floor
Creative Space

20 FT+ Ceilings
Available Now

Sid Friedman
310-526-0310

CLSS - Individual Private
1617 BROADWAY

Individual Private
Offices with Windows 

New building. 
All services included.

Reception telephone answering. 

High speed T-1 Internet. 

Full use of conference rooms,

copier, printer, faxes...etc.

Parking. Flexible lease terms.

310-526-0310

DOWNTOWN SANTA MONICA Private
Office Approx. 270-720 sq/ft,
Windows/ A/C, 310-394-3322

SANTA MONICA 1452 2nd Street. Very
charming building, small offices.
Between $700/mo & $1200/mo.
Includes utilities & cleaning.
(310) 614-6462

SANTA MONICA. Medical Building, 9th
and Wilshire. 2500 square feet, fourth
floor, patio. Also third floor, 2400
square feet, can reduce to two 1200
square ft. offices (must see). Dual
elevators, 3 levels of underground
parking. Will construct two specs
upon acceptable lease. (310) 923-
8521 or (310) 260-2619.

SM OFFICE- Main St. 1581sqft-
3712sqft. Creative space $3.15-$3.50
FSG. Parking available. Agent
(310) 428-4086

VENICE, AVAILABLE Month to Month
until 5/31/06. Great office space
located 1 block from beach and 1/2
block from Windward Avenue. All
utilities included. Approx 365 sq.ft.
1 room with common area bathroom,
concrete floors, exposed beamed
ceilings. $850 (310) 396-4443 x2002, 
ellynesis.com

VENICE, INCREDIBLE CAMPUS Entire
Property  inc. office, garden and
parking areas! Historical 1919
Craftsman house which was torn
down in 2005 and rebuilt from the
foundation up. Everything is first class
and authentic. The space has wood
ceilings, brand new antique style
moldings, windows, electrical,
plumbing, ethernet, communication,
DVR with cameras, gated parking,
storage basement, central AC & Heat,
incredible gardens, 60+’ of Lincoln
frontage, lots of street parking on San
Miguel. 853 Lincoln Bl. $6,500 NNN
(310) 396-4443 x2006.

Real Estate
CLSS - Fixer Uppers/4748
FIXER UPPPERS
Bargains

Call for a free list
Free recorded message.
1-800-969-8257 ID #4748

Real Estate
CLSS - No Money Down/4743NO MONEY DOWN
Free computerized list of
properties available with no
down payment.
Free recorded message.
1-800-969-8257 ID #4743

PAC WEST MORTGAGE
2212 Lincoln Blvd. in Santa Moncia
1-888-FOR-LOAN
310-392-9223

We Feature 100% interest only loans

Rob Schultz, Broker
Licensed California
Broker #01218743

Equal Housing Lender

PAC
WEST
MORTGAGE
2212 Lincoln Blvd in Santa Monica

1-888-FOR-LOAN
310 392-9223

NEW CONFORMING
LOAN AMOUNTS
1 Unit $417,000
2 Units $533,850
3 Units $645,300
3 Units $645,300
4 Units $801,950

ROB
SCHULTZ

BROKER
LICENSED CALIFORNIA

BROKER #01218743

VERY AGGRESSIVE

RATES
TIME FOR A 30
YEAR FIXED?

RATES AS LOW AS 6%
30 YEAR FIXED 6.75%

10 YEAR/1 ARM 5.75%

7 YEAR/1 ARM 5.625%

5 YEAR/1 ARM 5.5%**

3 YEAR/1 ARM 5.5%**

1 YEAR/1 ARM 5.375%

6 MO./6 MO. ARM 3.375%

1 MO./1 MO. ARM 1.0%*

*Rates subject to change
* As of December 14, 2005

** Denotes an interest only loan

Real Estate
CLSS - Santa Monica

Santa Monica
Home Sellers
Free Report reveals
9 steps you need to
know to get your
home sold fast and
for top dollar.

Toll-free 24 hours
1 800 282-0185
for a FREE pre-recorded message

CLSS - Trade Up Mistakes
11 COSTLY HOME

INSPECTION
PITFALLS

Free Report reveals
what you need to know

before you list your
home for sale

Free recorded message
1-888-465-4534

ID# 1040
www.matillarealty.com

Massage
BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal your
body, mind, spirit.  Therapeutic,
Swedish, Deep-tissue. Energy
balancing. Strictly non-sexual.
Introductory specials from $50.00/1hr.
Lynda, L.M.T. (310) 749-0621

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong and
tender relaxing body work by mature
Europen. Very Professional, Sonja
(310) 397-0433.

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE
Remove muscle pain

Restore range of motion 
Feel younger in 2006

310-930-5884
www.nydoo.com/massage

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

Your ad could run here!
✆ Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Your ad could run here!
✆ Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

RUN YOUR DBAs IN THE DAILY PRESS FOR ONLY $60.
INCLUDES RECEIPT AND PROOF OF PUBLICATION. CALL US TODAY @ (310) 458-7737
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CLSS - 877-WE-GETEM

877-WE-GET-EM
WE CAN FIND AND SERVE ANYBODY, ANYWHERE, ANYTIME.

Restraining orders & judgement collections our specialty.
lawhotline@aol.com

Services
CLSS - Still Smoking?

Life is short —
Why make it shorter

STILL 
SMOKING?

Certified
Hypnotherapist

John J. McGrail, C.Ht.

(310) 235-2883
www.hypnotherapylosangeles.com

ONE HOUR Alterations, hemming,
jeans, pants, skirts, etc. Made by
professional Call Michael (310) 980-
2674 

Cleaning
CLSS - Home

Aury Bonilla  (323) 605-7197

Thorough Cleaning
Houses & Offices

Competitive Rates
Dependable Personalized Service

Great References

Quality
Cleaning

HOUSECLEANING SPECIAL

STARTING AT $99

Services

Entertainment
CLSS - Pro Violinist

Call Sandra
(310) 433-9355

PRO VIOLINIST
Classy, elegant
entertainment creates
a memorable wedding,
party or event.

Award-winner, soloist
at prestigious music fests.

Classical,
pop, etc.

Ergonomics
CLSS - Workstation
Ergo Eval
We conduct Workstation Evaluations in
your office or home. REDUCE data-entry
time by 40% by ordering the ZTAB
Keyboard great for CPA'S. FREE DEMOS.
We specialize in other unique ergonomic
products. 310-562-1554 www.e2u.0rg

Gen. Contracting
A.C. CONSTRUCTION commercial &
residential remodel. Honest and
Reliable. Free estimates. Call
(310)278-5380. Fax: (310)271-4790.
Lic# 801884 Fully insured.

A/C CONSTRUCTION
General Construction

Commercial & Residential
Remodel & Add ons

Honest • Reliable
FREE ESTIMATES
— Sabbath Observed—

310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

CLSS - Roofing Repairs

Services
CLSS - The LevelThe Level Goes On

Before The Spike Goes In

Romero Rain Gutters
Seamless Aluminum Gutters
Custom Made Color Match

Your Home or Building

(310) 408-5900 or (310) 534-3075

Repairs • Cleaning
Copper Galvanized

Free Estimate

Ask for Jose Romero
Lic. #834699

01602600

Handyman
CLSS - Evans PropertiesEvans Properties
HANDYMAN SERVICES

Expert plumbing
and instalations,

all household repairs.
Peter (310) 902-0807

CLSS - Handyman Services

Services
CLSS - Westside Guys

WESTSIDE GUYS
Full Service Handymen

CARPENTRY, ELEC., PAINT, ETC...
TERMITE AND DRY ROT REPAIR

ROOF REPAIR AND WATER DAMAGE
BOB 35/HR (310) 266-6348

CALEB 25/HR (310) 409-3244

Insurance
CLSS - Auto Home Life

AUTO • HOME • LIFE
Robert Donin

Insurance Agent
LIC: #0E87273

(310) 834-6868
rdonin@farmersagent.com

Moving & Storage
BEST MOVERS, no job too small!
2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR
Fully insured. We make it EZ. Free
prep & boxes. Discount for handicap &
seniors! 
Since 1975, Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193, (310) 300-9194

BEST MOVERS
No job too small

2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR
Fully insured. We make it EZ.

Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!

Since 1975 Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193  (310) 300-9194

Painting & Tiling
CLSS - Interior and Exterior
METICULOUS PAINTING

& DRYWALL
Interior & Exterior•FREE Estimates
References Available.
10 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Call Joe: 447-8957

PAINTING
TOP quality A&A
Custom, Interior and Exterior
Free quote, call Jeff Arrieta (310) 560-
9864

PAINTING
Top quality A&A
Custom, Interior 

and Exterior

Free quote, 
call Jeff Arrieta
(310) 560-9864

Services

Personal Services
CLSS - Life Coach

LIFE COACH
YOU CAN BENEFIT FROM
PERSONAL COACHING IF
YOU FEEL STUCK WITH:
Academic Goals
Career or Financial Goals
Physical or Health Goals

1⁄2OFF
INITIAL CONSULTATION, NORMALLY $200
Anthony Rogers, M.S.  - (310) 386-1808

Pool and Spa
POOL & SPA
Service and Repairs
-Weekly Service
-Drain & Cleans
-Spa Covers
-Electric Spa Repair
(310) 306-6970
FREE ESTIMATES

Therapy
CLSS - Compassionate Counseling

COMPASSIONATE
COUNSELING
A safe place to make changes.

Life Transitions
Stress

Relationships
Self-Esteem 

Unresolved Grief

Free Consultation
Laurie Levine, MFT (MFC 23031)

Santa Monica/SFV

(310) 284-3699

Services

Transportation
YOU SHOULD call: 
Taxi! Taxi!
24 hours a day, 7 days per week in
Santa Monica
Limousine rides at taxi rates
(310) 828-223324 hours a day

7 Days per Week in Santa Monica
All Mercedes Taxi Service!

10% off meter
with mention of Ad

Please call:

828-2233
Computer Services

CLSS - Call Us First
CALL US FIRST
PC/Laptop
Sales & Service

We set up
remote offices,
DSL,Internet
& Wireless.

Computer cleanup our specialty
- viruses & spyware

Home or office.
Call us LAST

Amicus Technology
(310) 670-4962

Open 7 Days a Week
www.amicustech.com

CLSS - thenerdsquad.net

Your ad could run here!
✆ Call us today at (310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737
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TOYOTA SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

TOYOTA SANTA MONICA
PRE-OWNED CENTER

Call Larry Cook
Pre-owned Sales Manager @ [800] 579-6047
801 Santa Monica Boulevard   Santa Monica, CA 90405
“ I n S a n t a  M o n i c a ,  O n  S a n t a  M o n i c a  @ L i n c o l n ”

Bad credit? We can help! Contact David Kleinau
SPECIAL FINANCE MANAGER

Toyota Prius Drivers Can Now Cruise in
California's Carpool Lanes!
TORRANCE, Calif., Aug. 11 /PRNewswire/ -- Toyota Prius drivers
can now apply for Clean Air Vehicle stickers from the
Department of Motor Vehicles that allow them to
drive with only one occupant in
California's High Occupancy
Vehicle (HOV) lanes.

GAS/ELECTRIC HYBRIDS

2004 TOYOTA PRIUS
$24,988

NAVIGATION SYSTEM  VIN: 069486 

2003 TOYOTA PRIUS
$21,988

VIN: 087134

PRE-OWNED VEHICLES UNDER $11K
1991 TOYOTA CAMRY [VIN: 058181] $4,988 75K MILES, AUTO, PWR PKG
1988 TOYOTA CAMRY WAGON [VIN: 191678] $5,988 AUTO, POWER PKG, VERY CLEAN
2000 ISUZU RODEO [VIN: 354408] $7,988 PWR, ALLOY, CRUISE, CD
2002 NISSAN SENTRA [VIN: 615833] $7,988 PWR PKG, CD, ALLOY, REAR SPOILER
1999 TOYOTA RAV4 [VIN: 038787] $8,988 MOON ROOF, ALLOYS, A/C, PWR PKG
1999 HONDA ACCORD LX [VIN: 015864] $8,988 PWR PKG, CD/CSST COMBO
1998 LINCOLN TOWN CAR [VIN: 692392] $8,988 CARTIER PKG, 65K MILES
1997 VOLVO 850 [VIN: 381432] $8,988 PWR PKG, 51K MILES, ALLOY
1999 CHEVROLET SUBURBAN [VIN: 232734] $10,988 LEATHER, REAR A/C, 3RD ROW SEAT
2003 TOYOTA ECHO [VIN: 280188] $10,988 AUTO, AC, 35+MPG
1998 GMC ENVOY 4X4 [VIN: 951074] $10,988 LTHR, HEATED SEATS
1999 CHRYSLER T&C LTD [VIN: 528892] $10,988 LTHR, QUAD SEATING, PRM WHLS

GAS/ELECTRIC HYBRIDS

2004 TOYOTA PRIUS
$24,988

NAVIGATION SYSTEM  VIN: 069486 

2003 TOYOTA PRIUS
$21,988

VIN: 087134

Call Larry Cook
Pre-owned Sales Manager @ [800] 579-6047
801 Santa Monica Boulevard   Santa Monica, CA 90405
“ I n S a n t a  M o n i c a ,  O n  S a n t a  M o n i c a  @ L i n c o l n ”

PRE-OWNED VEHICLES UNDER $11K
1991 TOYOTA CAMRY [VIN: 058181] $4,988 75K MILES, AUTO, PWR PKG
1988 TOYOTA CAMRY WAGON [VIN: 191678] $5,988 AUTO, POWER PKG, VERY CLEAN
2000 ISUZU RODEO [VIN: 354408] $7,988 PWR, ALLOY, CRUISE, CD
2002 NISSAN SENTRA [VIN: 615833] $7,988 PWR PKG, CD, ALLOY, REAR SPOILER
1999 TOYOTA RAV4 [VIN: 038787] $8,988 MOON ROOF, ALLOYS, A/C, PWR PKG
1999 HONDA ACCORD LX [VIN: 015864] $8,988 PWR PKG, CD/CSST COMBO
1998 LINCOLN TOWN CAR [VIN: 692392] $8,988 CARTIER PKG, 65K MILES
1997 VOLVO 850 [VIN: 381432] $8,988 PWR PKG, 51K MILES, ALLOY
1999 CHEVROLET SUBURBAN [VIN: 232734] $10,988 LEATHER, REAR A/C, 3RD ROW SEAT
2003 TOYOTA ECHO [VIN: 280188] $10,988 AUTO, AC, 35+MPG
1998 GMC ENVOY 4X4 [VIN: 951074] $10,988 LTHR, HEATED SEATS
1999 CHRYSLER T&C LTD [VIN: 528892] $10,988 LTHR, QUAD SEATING, PRM WHLS Top pricepaid foryour Prius!


