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QUOTE OF 
THE DAY

George Duncan was finally
fired by the New York
Department of Corrections
in November, after having
taken 744 “sick” days in 15
years (for spikes of high
blood pressure), none of
which were ever authenti-
cated by doctors examining
Duncan afterward. And a
week before that, the city of
Vicksburg, Miss., took a
step to alleviate its own
problem with employees’
illnesses: Henceforth, city
workers will be expected to
give 48 hours’ notice before
taking sick days.

“Literature is mostly
about having sex and

not much about having
children. Life is the
other way around.”

– David Lodge

NEWS OF 
THE WEIRD
by Chuck Shepard 

L O OT T

FANTASY 5
20, 25, 15, 18, 32

DAILY 3
Afternoon picks: 9, 8, 9
Evening picks: 9, 2, 9

DAILY DERBY
1st Place: 3, Hot Shot

2nd Place: 1, Gold Rush

3rd Place: 7, Eureka

Race Time:  1:45.80
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213 Arizona Ave. Off The 3rd Street Promenade  Tel: (310) 395-1120

Proposed charter amendment seeks
$6 million annually for school district
BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

CITY HALL — A group of school supporters forced City
Hall’s hand Tuesday by pushing for a measure on the fall bal-
lot that, if passed, would mandate $6 million in public money
be given to the school district every year.

Representatives from the “Community for Excellent
Public Schools” filed a pro-
posal to amend the Santa
Monica charter with City
Clerk Maria Stewart. The
amendment would require a
portion of City Hall’s gen-
eral fund be funneled
directly into the Santa
Monica-Malibu Unified
School District indefinitely.

The grassroots communi-
ty organization, also known
as CEPS, will have to get 15
percent of Santa Monica
voters — about 8,250 people
— to sign a petition by May
to get the measure on the
November ballot. 

But school supporters
hope it doesn’t come to that.
The amendment proposal
serves as a warning to City
Council members: Either
establish a permanent fund-
ing source for the school

David Hume Kennerly/Special to the Daily Press
(Left to right) ‘Community for Excellent Public Schools’ co-chairs, Shari
Davis and Louise Jaffe, along with CEPS steering committee member,
Ralph Mechur, file a charter-amendment proposal with City Clerk Maria
Stewart on Tuesday at City Hall. The proposed amendment would mandate
that a portion of city funds be given to local schools every year.

School supporters give City Hall ultimatum

Cash-strapped
schools turn to
marketing deals
BY JIM SUHR 
AP Business Writer 

In California's Scotts
Valley, the local school dis-
trict faces the prospect of
slashing $900,000 from a $15
million budget next year. So
the district hired a marketing
firm to find companies will-
ing to sponsor a new swim
center or theater at the local
high school. 

In return, according to
school board member Allison
Niday, companies will get
plaques to advertise their

district, or let voters decide how City
Hall’s money should be spent.

“We will swing into aggressive signa-
ture mode,” said Rebecca Kennerly, a
CEPS spokesperson. “We have until May
... [But] I don’t think anyone is looking
forward to an election or a campaign.”

What school supporters call a nudge
or warning, politicians consider a threat.

“I think it is divisive,” said City
Councilman Herb Katz. “I don’t think
you pass a charter amendment where it

can’t be changed. I don’t like that they
are holding it over our heads and are
forcing our hand.”

Mayor Richard Bloom agrees. 
“I’m very concerned about any meas-

ure that restricts the economic flexibility
of the city,” he said. “The city of Santa
Monica is being mandated that city rev-
enue be spent outside of our jurisdiction,
and that’s troublesome to me.”

The measure would require the city

Lawyers say market crash was 
an accident, not a crime
BY JOHN WOOD
Daily Press Staff Writer

LAX COURTHOUSE — The Santa
Monica man who drove through a crowded
Farmers’ Market last summer leaving 10
people dead and hurting another 63 pleaded
not guilty on Tuesday to felony charges of
manslaughter.

Russell Weller, 87, will remain free with-
out bail until he is tried. He faces 10 counts
of vehicular manslaughter with gross negli-
gence and could spend as long as 18 years
behind bars if convicted. 

Lawyers said there is no doubt Weller
caused the carnage in downtown Santa

Weller pleads
“not guilty”

See AMENDMENT, page 7See SCHOOLS, page 7

See WELLER, page 6

John Wood/Daily Press
Prosecutor Ann Rundle talks to the media
outside of the LAX Courthouse on Tuesday.

John Wood/ Daily Press
Attorneys for Russell Weller speak to
reporters during a press conference
outside of the courthouse on Tuesday.
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HOROSCOPE

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
★★★★ You might feel like you are con-

fronting a lot and are overwhelmed. Pressure
comes from all sides. Find a trusted associate to
chat with. Your instincts come into play in an
unusual manner. Tonight: Early to bed.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
★★★★★ You might feel the Full Moon;

learn how to make it work for you. Don’t do
anything halfway right now. Return calls. A
meeting or get-together could prove to be instru-
mental. Tonight: Where the action is.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
★★★ Dealing with others truly could be a

handful. Be reasonable about what is going on in
your life and with others. Somehow, everyone
wants to put in their 2 cents. Let them, but also
know that you don’t need to follow their sugges-
tions. Tonight: A must show.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
★★★★★ Determine how much you can

and cannot do. Also, you need to set boundaries.
Do just that, even though you could be uncom-
fortable. Detach from the action. Tonight: Listen
to the various suggestions.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
★★ You might want to take off on this Full

Moon, as you could be overwhelmed by what is
going down. Health and work make tremendous
demands of you. If you can work from home or
behind closed doors, do so. This, too, will pass.
Tonight: Easy does it right now. Let go of stress.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
★★★★★ Evaluate your priorities. You

might not have a choice, as everyone seems to
want something from you — be it friends, a
loved one or a major partner. You could be over-
whelmed. Let it go, but know that you could be
in the midst of a whirlwind. Tonight: Be with
someone you can relax with.

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS

The stars show the kind of day you’ll have: 

★★★★★-Dynamic  ★★★★-Positive  ★★★-Average  
★★-So-so  ★-Difficult

Get to bed early tonight, Aries

ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
★★★ Boundaries are tested — not just

yours, but also those of others. You might want
to say “enough,” but you won’t. You will keep
plugging along, doing your best. Demands hit on
all fronts. You have the energy to make it all
work. Tonight: You’re exhausted. Early to bed.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
★★★★★ You have a lot to say, but is this

the time? With the Full Moon, others might be
reactive. Instead, be a good listener and explain
how you feel and think later. The response will
be better then. Toss in your creativity. Tonight:
Vanish and be with someone you enjoy.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★ This Full Moon hits you in the wal-

let. Think through decisions carefully. Tame your
wild lifestyle for a while. Remember, you also
enjoy yourself at home. Consider putting in more
overtime, but do so from home. Tonight: Lesson
No. 1: Fun doesn’t have to be extravagant.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
★★★★★ The Full Moon in your sign puts

a big smile on your face, though others might be
a bit uncomfortable with what is happening. You
are in charge right now, though a Capricorn
could try to let you know that this isn’t the case.
Tonight: As you like it.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
★★★ Play it low-key. Remember why you

are at work and what you expect to accomplish.
You might want to call out, work from home or
chain your door at work. Your job is your high-
est priority, as well as your health. Tonight: Quiet
works.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
★★★★★ What you want could happen in

an unusual way. You need to flow with diverse
energy. Make all meetings and stay on top of
events, messages and problems. You have the
energy to do just that! Tonight: Zoom in on what
you want.
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BLACK BELT ACADEMY TAEKWONDO SELF DEFENSE
FOR KIDS, MEN AND WOMEN

FREE 30 DAY 
TRIAL MEMBERSHIP!
A $100 VALUE

Experience the Difference ...

King’s Celebrity
Martial Arts

4 TIME WORLD CHAMPION
ATA CERTIFIED

2110 Wilshire Blvd. in Santa Monica • 310-828-2779

AWARD WINNING
BEER SELECTION

29 Beers on Draught

HAPPY HOUR 4-6PM    Monday thru Friday

PLAN YOUR NEXT PARTY 
ON THE PATIO

2911 Main Street • Santa Monica • 11:30am - Midnight Mon-Sun
Telephone 310.314.4855 • www.libraryalehouse.com

$5.99 Burger Monday!!!
Your choice of:

Ahi • Salmon • Boca
Garden • Turkey • Beef

SUNSET GRILL
A C o n t i n e n t a l  C a f e

B R E A K F A S T  ■ L U N C H  ■ D I N N E R
Open from 7:30am - 9pm ■ Closed Sundays & Holidays

1701 Ocean Park Blvd. in Santa Monica  ■ 310-450-7546

Try Our Famous Salad Combination
1 Item Combo: $7.25 ❂ 2 Item Combo: $8.75 ❂ 3 Item Combo: $9.75
Served on a Bed of Mixed Greens and Your Choice of These Items:

CChhiicckkeenn  ❂ CChheeeessee  TToorrtteelliinnii  ❂ DDuucckk  PPaattee  ❂ GGrreeeenn  BBeeaannss  ww//  AAllmmoonnddss

CChhiicckkeenn  CCuurrrryy  ❂ RRaattaattoouullee  ❂ PPeennnnee  PPeesstt  ww//  CCrraabb  ❂ CCoorrnn  SSaallaadd

EEggggppllaanntt  ww//  PPiinnee  NNuuttss  ❂ PPaassttaa  ww//  SSaauussaaggee  ❂ TToommaattoo  ww//  MMoozzzzaarreellllaa

FFaavvaa  BBeeaannss  ❂ CCoorrnn  SSaallaadd  ❂ BBeeeettss  ❂ AAssppaarraagguuss  ❂ PPoottaattoo  SSaallaadd  ......  aanndd  MMoorree!!
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This morning will start with the same pathetic surf as
Tuesday, but new WNW swell will start arriving through the
second half of the day setting up a few new waves before dark. 

OUTLOOK: The swell turns more westerly, builds
overnight and throughout the day on Thursday, and eventual-
ly peaks on Friday.

Write us at wood@smdp.com and tell us what the surf is
doing today at your local break.

Today the
water Is:

55º

LOW TIDE HIGH TIDE
Morning Height Evening Height Morning Height Evening Height

WEDNESDAY 2:06 2.46 3:49 -0.78 8:22 6.04 10:30 3.54

THURSDAY 2:40 2.42 4:2 -0.77 8:55 6.04 11:02 3.56

FRIDAY 3:15 2.41 4:54 -0.67 9:30 5.94 11:36 3.60

Sunrise: 7:01 a.m.
Sunset: 5:01 p.m.

During an interview with the Daily
Press, Santa Monica Mayor Richard
Bloom outlined his top priorities in
2004 for Santa Monica. Among them
are reducing gunfire in an eastside
neighborhood, increasing arts in the city
and helping the school district get finan-
cially stable.

Because politicians serve as con-
stituents for the voters who live here, it
might be beneficial for elected leaders to

know what residents think should be the
priorities this year.

So this week, Q-Line wants to
know, “What should officials focus on
this year as their top priorities?”

Call (310) 285-8106 with your
response before Thursday at 5 p.m. We’ll
print them in Friday’s paper. Please limit
your comments to a minute or less. It
might help to think first about the word-
ing of your response.

Since 1967
Quality  &  Value  Always!

Start the New
Year Right...
EAT WELL!

310-399-7892
2732 Main St.

Santa Monica

Open 6am - 2:30pm Mon. - Fri.
6am - 4pm Sat. - Sun.

“A slice of NY in your 
own backyard.”

—Anthony Dias Blue
Bon Appetit Lifestyle

310.451.SLICE(7542)
310.399.4060
Catering • Lunch/Office Delivery

Voted Best in L.A.
— America Online Poll
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• Homemade
• Fresh Ingredients
• Pasta & Dinners
• Calzones
• Hot Subs

Teriyaki
Chicken

Sandwich
8 ttaaxx  iinncclluuddeedd

includes:
Pickles  or  coleslaw,
french  fries  or  salad

and  drink

The Tastiest Hawaiian Sandwiches

111199  BBrrooaaddwwaayy,,  SSaannttaa  MMoonniiccaa
331100..339944..00110000

OOppeenn
DDaaiillyy  ffrroomm
1111  aa..mm..  ttoo
1100  pp..mm..

Today’s Special: Store Hours:

The Surf Report is sponsored by:

COMMUNITY BRIEFS
Main thoroughfare closed to traffic
By Daily Press staff

A water-main break that occurred on New Year’s Day has resulted in the closure of a
key access road from the freeway for most of the month.

The main break caused damage to the intersection of Lincoln Boulevard and
Colorado Avenue and resulted in the temporary closure of Lincoln from Broadway to
the freeway. Although Lincoln Boulevard was partially opened to vehicles on Friday,
Colorado Avenue was closed from Seventh Street to Lincoln Boulevard

Lincoln Boulevard will be restricted to one lane in each direction between Broadway
and Interstate 10 for at least a week while crews do repair work. Due to water-main
replacement and street repaving, Colorado will remain closed between Lincoln
Boulevard and Seventh Street for up to three weeks. Motorists are advised to use the
Fourth/Fifth Street exit from westbound I-10 to reach downtown Santa Monica.

Merchants to find out what’s wrong with City Hall
By Daily Press staff

Want to know why it’s so difficult and costly to set up a business in Santa Monica?
The final results of a study commissioned by the Santa Monica Chamber of Commerce

that delve into City Hall’s planning department operation will be presented next week.  
City Hall has a reputation for being time consuming and costly to business owners,

primarily due to expenses and delays created by the planning department, chamber offi-
cials said. The study was conducted in order to test that theory and come up with rec-
ommendations for the planning department.

The study was conducted by a team of University of Southern California MBA students
— Audney DePaulo, David DeVore, Shana Rosengart, Daniel Scott and Stephanie Wong. 

Physically opening a business is one of the most difficult and costly phases of start-
ing a new company, officials said. Locating space, converting it to a specific use and get-
ting the approvals needed to open the doors and start serving customers is time con-
suming and often costs much more than projected, chamber officials said.  

The study’s purpose was to conduct a balanced analysis of the city planning process-
es of four Southern California municipalities. The study also identified opportunities for
Santa Monica to encourage entrepreneurs to set up shop here.

The two-phase project involved researching the projected time, process and cost of
opening a business in Santa Monica, Culver City, Pasadena and Burbank. The study also
involved interviewing new businesses in each of the cities. The final report reveals
whether the planning department’s expectations are close to the reality of what happens
in each city. The study also identifies areas where the planning process can be made less
cumbersome and where entrepreneurs can take action to reduce the time frame and com-
plexity of the review process.          

The study’s results will be discussed at the chamber’s luncheon on Jan. 13 at the Four
Points by Sheraton, 530 Pico Blvd., in the penthouse suite from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. The
cost is $25 for prepaid members, $30 non-prepaid members and $35 non-members. For
reservations, call (310) 393-9825, ext. 10.

Paying bills made easier
By Daily Press staff

Residents and businesses in Santa Monica are now able to pay city utility bills online
or by phone using a credit card. 

The city of Santa Monica utility bill includes fees for water, sewer, refuse and other
city services. The online service is available to anyone with access to the Internet at
http://billpay.santa-monica.org.

Payments by touch-tone telephone also may be made using “City Hall On Call,” the city’s
24-hour information source. Dial (310) 458-8999 and follow the recorded instructions.

CORRECTION — A story that ran in the Jan. 6 edition regarding Arthur
Archuletta, a felon who stands trial for possession of a firearm, contained
a factual error. His DNA, but not his fingerprints, was found on the
weapon.
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LETTERS
Call the cops, she’s been robbed
Editor:

Ms. Kreis’s stated fact that the Santa Monica City Council is ineffectual is total-
ly correct (SMDP, letters to the editor, page 6). What she may not know is that laws
to stop panhandling, sleeping in doorways and parks, loitering and support of the
homeless “causes” in this city do already exist.

There is a no panhandling sign at Polly’s Pies with the municipal code listed. It
is located just above where several regular homeless beg outside the door, directly
underneath the posted sign. There is a “no sleeping in doorway” type sign posted on
Fourth Street, just north of what will be the new Circuit City.  Even though there’s
homeless sleeping in that doorway, you can still see the sign because it is posted
above the “sleeping zone.”

There was a law passed in 1994, city ordinance 2.69.010 (f) (SMDP, Bill Bauer
Dec. 26, 2003), that (in effect) states that the City Council cannot do anything that
will increase the numbers of homeless in Santa Monica. It is now 10 years later.
How can a law passed 10 years ago forbidding the encouragement of the homeless
lifestyle result in this city writing a check everyday for $20,273 to the OPCC ($7.4
million for the year)? Somebody needs to call the police, because I have been
robbed, as a taxpayer, as a third-generation resident and as a voter.   

Lori Emerson
Santa Monica

It rises from the deepest depths of the
mercury-tainted oceans and up a mighty
river past the decaying corpses of recent
fish kills. It slips into a tributary and
meanders against the current until, con-
fronted by debris dumped from a coal
strip mine, it is forced upon the land.  

Onward it slogs through pristine wet-
lands/condo developments, then veers onto
the scar of a new logging road that has
been ripped through a thinned forest. All at
once it ascends, climbing past oil wells
piercing the Arctic wilderness, up over the
tallest mountain peaks until it is soaring
through the brown smudged atmosphere
and into the depleted ozone layer.  

And we wonder, is it a bird, a plane, a
trial balloon? No, it is Ralph Nader’s ego.

“Just Ralph,” as I like to call him, has
announced he is considering yet another
tragic run for the Presidency. It is likely
that he will be the candidate for the Green
party who, according to their Web site, is
committed to environmentalism, non-vio-
lence, social justice, universal health care,
eliminating corporate globalization, alter-
native energy, election reform and decent
wages for workers.  

But it is obvious that the Green Party
can’t see the clear-cut forest through the
trees. Their candidate’s 2000 run did noth-
ing but make the grass GREENer for the
other side and browner for everyone else.
By splitting the progressive vote, Nader
handed the Presidency to George Bush
whose only commitment is to his big-
money corporate contributors.

The Bush Administration has created
the absolute worst-case scenario for the
environment. Bush has denied global
warming, obliterated environmental pro-
tections, weakened regulatory bodies and
stacked the courts with hundreds of anti-
environmental judges. Alternative energy
is a non-starter and universal health care
will never see the light of day unless it
becomes another corporate giveaway. 

Further, his administration has pursued
violent, preemptive confrontations justified
with lies and shifting rationalizations.  The
rich have realized enormous benefits on the
backs of the poor, minorities and those with
physical and mental handicaps.  His admin-
istration has trashed civil rights, embraced
globalization and eroded decent wages and
benefits through union-busting schemes
and shifting well-paying civil-service posi-
tions into lesser private-sector jobs.  

Of course, “Just Ralph” doesn’t accept
any responsibility for this mayhem.
According to the Jolly Green Giant of the
Green Party, there is no difference
between Democrats and Republicans.
Nader also claims his candidacy had noth-

ing to do with Gore losing the election—
proving yet again that denial is not con-
fined to users of miracle-diet supplements
and the psychic-network hotline.   

The fact is that Nader’s candidacy gar-
nered nearly 3 percent of the vote and cost
the Democrats New Hampshire and
Florida. Either one of those states would
have been enough to have propelled Gore
into the White House and given the rest of
us a kinder, gentler nation. 

To be fair, Nader’s run in 2000 could
be written off as naiveté. Bush had
claimed he would be the type of president
to pursue a non-partisan agenda. And
there had been some hope that Nader’s
candidacy might garner the necessary 5
percent of the vote to qualify the Greens
for matching election funds. But that veil
of innocence has been lifted.

A second term for Bush, without the
concerns of being reelected and with the
potential to replace up to three Supreme
Court Justices as well as hundreds of fed-
eral judges, could spell disaster for pro-
gressive values for decades. And what
“Just Ralph” seems to be ignoring is that
once you build on wetlands they are gone
forever. Endangered animals that lose pro-
tections could very well disappear from
the face of the earth. And with a horde of
anti-regulatory/pro-business judges in
place, workers and consumers will lose
the very consumer protections champi-
oned by Nader himself.  

Nader’s candidacy will siphon off just

enough votes to condemn the already-slim
prospects of the Democratic candidate.  It
is also likely that many of the Green
party’s votes from 2000 will defect to the
Democrats. This will irreparably damage
the Greens’ credibility and prove they are
not ready for prime time in the national
arena. Even Ronnie Dugger, who present-
ed Nader at the two previous Green Party
conventions, felt compelled to write an
article for “The Nation” magazine titled
“Ralph Don’t Run.” But “Just Ralph”
doesn’t seem to be listening.

For Nader to run in 2004 can only be
construed as an act of extraordinary
hubris from a monumental ego or ideo-
logical dogma that is so unflinching that it
has blinded the candidate to the devasta-
tion he has wreaked upon the party’s core
principles and the world. 

What separates progressives is the
willingness to put the needs of others
ahead their own desires. And it’s time for
Nader to do just that.

■ Author’s Note: Since this column
was written, Nader has declared that it is
unlikely he will run as a Green due to a
dispute with the party. He is, however, still
contemplating an equally disastrous run
as an Independent and will make a final
decision by the end of this month).

(Ed Silverstein is a free-lance writer who
splits his time living in green though very
unGreen Montana and the browner, though
very Green, Santa Monica. Comments can be
sent to edsincites@aol.com).

INCITES
By Ed Silverstein

Is Ralph’s high-flying ego simply Nader’s nadir?

Opinions expressed are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to
the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given
to those that are e-mailed to sack@smdp.com. All letters must include the author’s name and telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices
located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Suite 202, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content.

YOUR OPINION MATTERS!
Please send letters to:

Santa Monica Daily Press: Att. Editor
530 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 200

Santa Monica, CA  90401
csackariason@yahoo.com

Please send letters to:
Santa Monica Daily Press: Att. Editor

1427 Third Street Promenade Suite 202 • Santa Monica, CA  90401
sack@smdp.com
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1908 Frank St. Santa Monica
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GERMAN CAR SERVICE
Specialist in Repair of  Porsche • VW • Audi • BMW

• Best alternative to high dealer prices
• Complete service and repair
• 6 month or 6000 mile guarantee
• Locally owned and operated since 1965

2202 OLYMPIC BLVD., SANTA MONICA • (310) 829-2563

UCLA Parkside Medical

2428 SANTA MONICA BLVD., SUITE 303 • SANTA MONICA

got teeth?
visit David Taft, D.D.S.

• 20+ years of experience
• Evening hours + emergency services
• Root Canals, Crowns, Veneers

• UCLA Graduate
• Most insurances accepted
• Cosmetic Dentistry

Dental Exam
+ Cleaning
+ X-Rays

$45
(reg. $149)

FREE
Bleaching

(Includes starter bleach)

with exam, x-rays
and cleaning at

regular price

must mention this ad

310-315-3676

I’ve been noticing a lot of anger
toward George W. Bush lately. The phrase
“Bush hater” is getting as common as say,
“Clinton hater.” Who thought that was
possible? One of my relatives announced
at Christmas that the Bush/Cheney
administration is the worst ever in
American history. He’s a moderate.

I don’t always agree with President
Bush. I oppose the war in Iraq. I think
his tax cuts are obscene. And I happen to
enjoy living in the environment — with
its air, water and other potential
resources — which seem to be on
Bush’s enemies list. (Is there a deck of
cards for that?) 

But I think it’s time for a little com-
passion for President
Bush. I’m serious
about this. And I’m
not just borrowing that
word from “compas-
sionate conservatism,”
his excellent phrase
that got him elected,
oops, selected by a majority of the
Supreme Court back in 2001.

Look at what he’s up against. First,
the man is not the brightest bulb around.
Sure he went to Andover and Yale. But
that was prison! He tried to fail — he
did! Cs, Ds, incompletes, but they
wouldn’t let him. Do you think it’s real-
ly fun to be stuck at the pinnacles of
higher learning in this country, when
reading the newspaper is a challenge,
and all you’re really interested in is par-
tying, drinking and ... remind me, do we
know of any other interests?

Let’s just say it can’t be amusing to
hang out with a bunch of pointy heads at
the finest academic institutions in the
world when your own candle power is,
let’s say, modest on a good day, and
you’d rather be riding an ATV on some
dusty piece of scrub somewhere in
Texas, or anywhere else.

And by the same token — in fact, it
was the same token on a train called the
Bush dynasty — the White House is no
party either. Talk about guilded cage. All
those officials, the secret service watch-
ing your every move, wall-to-wall car-
pet and expensive knick-knacks every-
where that you can’t touch. The presi-
dent is able to get out for a spin on Air
Force One now and then
(“Thanksgiving was gonna be Hell,
man!”) and land on an aircraft carrier
once in a while. But let’s face it, he’s not
exactly comfortable in other countries

like Canada or Massachusetts, and you
can’t just slip out for a coupla Lone
Stars and a round of pool.

To make matters worse, the presi-
dent’s knees are now officially shot —
they went kaplooey after years of run-
ning — so now he’s not even able to get
out of the house for a jog. 

Bush is spending even more time
now with his wife Laura and Vice
President Dick Cheney — both a lot of
fun. You can see why the extremely but-
toned-up Condoleeza Rice starts to look
like a barrel of laughs at this point. Jeb
is down in Florida, a constant reminder
that there are real politicians in the fam-
ily (who probably want your job), and

George and Bar are up
in Kennebunkport —
bracing for the worst
— knowing that their
son, and they do love
him, is in way over his
head. Thank God for
Cheney. That’s what

Papa is thinking.
There’s an old saying that everyone

knows the truth. And you can be sure
that deep in his consciousness, under-
neath the bravado, the swagger, even
underneath his faith in God, George W.
Bush knows he is in way over his head.
The vice president, his parents and his
wife — along with half the country and
most of the world — are well aware of
this. And he has no choice but to show
up every day and act the part of presi-
dent. I don’t care how good the toys are
or how tasty the food, it just doesn’t
sound like fun.

So to the Bush haters — a growing
population, now inflamed by a cottage
industry of books cataloging what they
call lies (which were more like, “Hey, I
don’t write this stuff! I just read it out
loud!”) — to the Bush haters, I say, step
back and have a little compassion for
this most ill-situated man. Think of the
times you’ve felt inadequate, stupid,
totally unprepared for the situation.
Don’t spend one more second hating
George Bush. 

Instead, pick up the phone and make
sure your sister, your kids, your neigh-
bors and your dogs are registered and
ready to liberate poor George once and
for all in 2004.

(Beth Solomon is a Santa Monica res-
ident and a free-lance writer).

Poor George is stuck
in his own spider hole

Guest 
Commentary

By Beth Solomon
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KARAOKE! Tuesday, Thursday,
Saturday & Sundays • No Cover

Great Food...Great Cocktails ...Great Crew... GREAT FUN!!

318 Santa Monica Blvd. • Santa Monica
310-458-5350 • www.britanniapub.com

A Great Place To Anchor

Full Bar • Restaurant • Live Music
International Sporting Event • Heated Patio

English Premier Soccer League • All NFL Games  “Always Live”

LIVE! Music Every Wednesday • No Cover

Monica on July 16, but said he is not
guilty of any crime.

“The pain, suffering and heartache of
the families and survivors must be
unbearable at times,” said Jim Bianco,
Weller’s defense attorney. “But no
amount of pain, no amount of suffering
and no amount of heartache can transform
a terrible accident into a crime.”

Bianco said a variety of factors con-
tributed to the accident. Those included
Weller’s heart condition, called “second-
degree heart block,” which can hamper
circulation and cause dizziness or loss of
consciousness. Bianco added that Weller
might have accidentally hit the gas pedal
instead of the brake, causing him to
careen uncontrollably through the crowd-
ed market. 

Prosecutors, who asked the judge to
hold Weller in lieu of $50,000 bond, said
they have more than 3,000 pages of evi-
dence and 800 witnesses in their case
against Weller. A date for a preliminary
trial is scheduled for Feb. 9.

“The evidence will show that Mr.
Weller was completely awake, alert and in
control of that vehicle at the time of the
accident,” said LA Deputy District
Attorney Ann Rundle, who later added,
“Everyone is responsible for their crimi-
nal behavior, regardless of their age.” 

Weller, dressed in a dark blazer and tan
pants, walked slowly with a cane into the
courtroom and was escorted by Los
Angeles County sheriffs. Because of the
extensive media interest in his case, Weller
was chaperoned into and out of the LAX
Courthouse through a private entrance.

About 50 reporters, lawyers, law offi-
cers and others were witness to the court-
room proceedings. A white-haired Weller,
wearing glasses and a mustache, sat with
his hands crossed in his lap. He leaned
forward when LA Superior Court Judge
Paula Adele Mabrey asked if he under-
stood his rights.

“Yes, your honor,” Weller replied qui-
etly.

Since the accident, Weller, apparently
suffering from a battered spirit and deteri-
orated health, has remained secluded in
his home north of Montana Avenue.
Bianco said Weller, undergoing two heart-
related surgeries and suffering from a
“ravaging infection” that required he take
antibiotics through an IV for a month, has
been in and out of the hospital since the
July incident.

Despite demands from some victims
and family members that Weller publicly
apologize, Bianco said there are no plans
for Weller to personally address the public
(see related story). However, attorneys are
arranging for Weller to turn himself in to
authorities to be formally booked. He will
be immediately released, officials said.

Last month, SMPD and the California
Highway Patrol completed an extensive
investigation into the accident and turned it
over to the LA District Attorney’s Office.
They recommended that manslaughter
charges be filed against Weller. SMPD
Chief James T. Butts Jr. noted that Weller
did not try to stop and said Weller sped
through the market for about 1,000 feet. He

stopped only after a victim’s body was
trapped underneath his car.

In arguing for bail to be set at $50,000,
Rundle told the judge Weller should be
considered a danger to society because he
might again decide to drive, despite hav-
ing had his license revoked shortly after
the crash. Defense attorneys compared
that possibility to Weller robbing a bank
and said Weller is an asset to the commu-
nity who poses no threat and will not flee.

“If anything, he’s changed his life
since July 16, becoming a recluse in his
own home,” said attorney Mark Overland,
who is working alongside Bianco.
Overland also pointed to Weller’s exten-
sive volunteer work with local schools,
the library and his church, and to Weller’s
military background.  

In the end, Judge Mabrey ordered
Weller freed without bail but said he must
not drive any vehicle under any circum-
stance. Weller, with his hands resting on
the table in front of him, nodded as the
judge delivered her decision.

While the Farmers’ Market crash
works its way through the criminal courts,
many of the victims and their families
have retained attorneys to pursue Weller,
along with the city of Santa Monica,
which has held the market for years, and
possibly General Motors, which manufac-
tured Weller’s 1992 Buick LeSabre, for
monetary compensation in the civil arena.

So far, about 30 claims have been filed
against City Hall. But lawyers there said
the city is not liable and have rejected all
of those claims. That has not stopped the
influx of lawsuits attorneys say will be
filed soon.

Brian Panish, who has been retained by
nearly 10 clients involved in the crash,
said City Hall bears the greatest portion of
liability because it should have known the
market setting was dangerous. He pointed
to the barricades erected at the Third
Street Promenade and said the same
should have been done on Arizona
Avenue, where the twice-weekly
Farmers’ Market is held.

“They drive the people in there for a
profit, they’ve got to protect them,” he said.
“It clearly was a tragedy, but it was pre-
dictable and foreseeable that someone was
going to drive by, and could lose control.”

Dena Weiss, a lawyer based in West
LA, agreed.

“On some streets, which are busy, there
are little end pillars, and on other streets
that are absolutely swamped, there is
nothing — there are no pillars,” said
Weiss, whose office is handling more than
six of the lawsuits.

Market crash: Civil
suits moving forward
WELLER, from page 1

“Everyone is responsible
for their criminal 

behavior, regardless of
their age.”

— ANN RUNDLE
LA Deputy District Attorney

Good thing you recycle your paper...
Chances are you’re reading it again.



help, or mentions in school
newspapers. 

Similar deals are being
made across the country at
all levels of educations as
money-strapped schools
increasingly turn to compa-
nies for financial support. 

“First and foremost, our
schools are struggling,” the
National School Boards
Association's Dan Fuller
said. “Many districts are
engaged in this (commer-
cialism) because of the dire
straits they're in. This pres-
ents a real opportunity and
a trend that will continue
and possibly grow.” 

As a result, corporate
advertisements are crop-
ping up on everything
from high school score-
boards to the sides of
school buses. A Dr Pepper
billboard is atop a Texas
school, earning that school
district millions of dollars. 

And soft drinks are
being sold under contract
in many schools. 

In Seattle, the school
district — its budget so
tight that nearly 200
staffers had to be cut —
has renewed an exclusive
deal with Coca-Cola Co.
for vending machines in
middle and high schools.
The five-year contract,

worth more than $1.5 mil-
lion for the district, helps
fund field trips, yearbooks,
school newspapers and
extracurricular activities. 

Colleges and universi-
ties — and even New York
City itself — have also
been signing on with cor-
porations. 

The University of
Vermont is getting $4.3
million over 10 years from
Coca-Cola in exchange for
giving the company the
right to provide all the soft
drinks, bottled water,
packaged juices and sports
drinks sold in vending

machines and campus din-
ing rooms. 

Just a few months ago,
the makers of Snapple won
exclusive rights to sell their
bottled water and fruit juices
in vending machines on all
city property in New York,
including schools. Snapple
will pay the city $106 mil-
lion and spend $60 million
more to market and promote
the city over the five-year
contract. The city's public
school system is the nation's
largest, with 1,200 schools
and 1.1 million students. 

Critics say such deals
erode the schools' long-held

ability to insulate children
from marketing and pro-
mote a climate where chil-
dren are being asked to pay
for education one soda at a
time. And the sale of soft
drinks in school, they argue,
may add to the roughly 15
percent of children and
teens that the Centers for
Disease Control and
Prevention calls overweight. 

“It's really a bargain with
the devil because what
these districts essentially
are doing is selling their stu-
dents' health,” said Alex
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FAST FREE DELIVERY
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Catering Available
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with each sandwich ordered for delivery.

Tel: (310)434-9668
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Exp. 12/31/03 
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LA Magazine
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✔ Speedy & professional service
✔ All work done on the premises
✔ Special discounts to the trade

Your family portraits deserve a professional touch.

Universal Art Gallery • 2001 Lincoln Blvd., Venice • phone: (310) 302-8909

25%
venice camera exchange

& digital image center
2417 lincoln blvd. in venice - (310) 821-5611

FILM DEVELOPEMENT
WITH THIS AD

**Nextel also imposes a Federal Programs Cost Recovery “FPCR” fee of $1.55 or $2.83. The FPCR is not a tax or government required charge. The fee is charged for 1 or more
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to $70 max per account applies. Free incoming calls are calls received while in the U.S. on Nextel's nationwide network. Free nationwide long distance includes domestic long
distance only. Nextel Direct Connect minutes are available in your local calling area only. Unlimited direct connect minutes do not include group connect calls, which are 0.15/min.
Direct connect and group connect are calculated by multiplying the minutes if use, number of participants and the applicable. Group Connect can only work with members of the

KEEP YOUR NUMBER.
ANSWER IT FOR FREE.

Trade up to Nextel. Bring your number.

FREE INCOMING CALLING PLAN
400 outgoing cellular minutes
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Unlimited Push To Talk™ walkie-talkie minutes

Nationwide long distance included

$59.99 
SAVE $50 ON THE NEW i730

Our slimmest full-feature phone
Built-in digital walkie -talkie, Web access

Speakerphone, color screen 

per month. Other monthly
charges apply. See below.**

2410 Wilshire Blvd.  Santa Monica
(310) 453-3541

ARE YOU
BACKED UP?
IT’S EASY AND WILL SAVE YOU TIME

AND MONEY IN THE LONG RUN.

• Data backup packages start at $50 a month

• Daily and Weekly back ups available

• It’s automatic!

• Recovery assistance available.

Call Zylink at 866.227.9539
$20 FLAT FEE TO LAX

$50 FLAT FEE TO LONG BEACH
with ad only

SAVE MONEY!
IT’S AS 

EASY AS...

to provide a minimum of $6 million
in annual revenues to the school dis-
trict, or about 4 percent of designat-
ed general funds, whichever is
greater. Also, funding to the district
would be modestly increased each
year — but only when the city’s rev-
enues grow by at least 3.5 percent. 

Last year’s contribution to the dis-
trict from City Hall was $5.25 mil-
lion — its regular $3 million annual
contribution, plus $2.25 million in
one-time funds. City Hall also doled
out one-time funds above and
beyond its annual contribution in
previous years, despite its own budg-
et problems.

The SMMUSD faced a $13 mil-
lion budget shortfall last year but
was able to close the gap through
personnel cuts and new revenue
sources, such as the parcel tax, which
will bring in $6.5 million annually
over the next six years.

But with federal and state funding
uncertain, school supporters are
afraid more cuts will need to be
made in the future and, more impor-
tantly, new programs will never see
the light of day. And as costs contin-
ue to increase, more funding will be
necessary, school supporters say.

“We believe this is a very good
addition to the city’s charter,” says
CEPS co-chair Louise Jaffe. “Over
time it will increase school funding,

but just as importantly, it will provide
stability and predictability for both
the schools and the city government,
without raising taxes or jeopardizing
current city and social services.” 

And with a more than $350 mil-
lion annual budget, school support-
ers believe City Hall can afford to
continue its financial commitment to
the district.

“We live in a very prosperous city,
and it has the resources,” CEPS co-
chair Shari Davis said. “This meas-
ure would represent a small portion
of city funds while greatly benefiting
our schools.”

In recent weeks, Santa Monica
City Council members have been
looking for ways to provide ongoing
stable funding to education. And
school supporters hope the charter
amendment will expedite what could
be a long, drawn-out decision-mak-
ing process.

“We applaud the council’s efforts
to support education,” says Ralph
Mechur, CEPS steering committee
member. “We look forward to work-
ing with them to find a long-term
solution and hope our charter amend-
ment will be seen as a blueprint for a
solution that can work for everyone.”  

It was suggested last month that
City Hall, weary of a developing pat-
tern of school supporters marching in
front of the Council and asking for
more cash every year, could purchase

or rent nearly two dozen district
properties. Under the proposed plan,
schools would earn millions of dol-
lars while local officials would have
an opportunity to build more under-
ground parking, create open space
and make other improvements that
could benefit greater Santa Monica.

It’s a better solution than forcing
local government to earmark a por-
tion of its annual revenues for
schools, officials said.

And although Councilman Katz,
who proposed the idea, wants to con-
tinue discussing funding options,
Mayor Bloom said the council
already is doing what it can.

“I don’t think anything needs to
be worked out,” he said, adding he’ll
read the amendment and consider it
carefully. “The City Council has
taken the lead on education funding.
We’ve done it in a responsible way,
and I have every confidence that the
council and future councils will con-
tinue to do that.

“It is fiscally inappropriate to
allocate millions of additional fund-
ing without providing a new revenue
source,” he added. 

Councilman Kevin McKeown,
who hasn’t read the amendment, also
believes a new revenue source is the
responsible way to fund local
schools.

“There aren’t any more pockets to
be taken from,” he said.

Council would lose control of financial
discretion with charter amendment
AMENDMENT, from page 1

Advertising rights given to companies
SCHOOLS, from page 1

See SCHOOLS, page 10
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RealEstateWestside

To describe the real-estate market in
2003, it could be said that inventory did
not meet the demand. 

Most local homeowners who were
interested in selling property and taking
the value out of their home had already
done so. 2003 saw close to a 20 percent
decline over 2002 in single-family sales.
It’s not that properties have gone unsold,
it’s that there’s no inventory. Income
properties saw a trend toward larger unit
buildings, but the gross rent multiplier —
which can determine the price —
remained the same.

Now for the details.
According to the Multiple Listing

Service, Santa Monica in 2003 saw the sale
of 379 single-family homes, down from
463 sold in 2002. We’re now in our medi-
an range. In 2000, 360 homes sold, and
1998 saw 392 homes sell. We’re there.

“The decline in sales is due more to a
lack of inventory than anything else,”
noted one real-estate executive. “Prices

are up about 20 percent over last year, so
it’s not like the demand has declined.”

Of 2003 single-family residence sales
183 were priced under $1 million, 123
were priced between $1 and $2 million,
and 73 were priced at more than $2 mil-
lion. For a point of perspective, 2002 sin-
gle-family residence sales saw 258 under
$1 million, 149 between $1 and $2 mil-
lion, and 57 at more than $2 million.

The high-end property is described as a
“sophisticated villa on a double lot” on
Palisades Beach Road and had an asking
price of $8.2 million. The deal of the
neighborhood was a 988-square-foot fixer
upper on a 3,200-square-foot lot near
Clover Park that closed at $330,000.

According to the California
Association of Realtors, Golden State
home sellers earned a record median gain
of $150,000 in 2003. 

“Sellers in 2003 realized an 8 percent
annualized rate of return, far exceeding the
returns on many other investment options,”
stated Leslie Appleton-Young, the associa-
tion’s vice president and chief economist.

In the condo market, the MLS boasted
that Santa Monica sold a total of 710 con-
dos in 2003, down from 784 in 2002.
Sixty-seven transactions were priced at
$300,000 or under. That’s compared with
162 in 2002, 234 in 2000, and 413 in 1998.

In the $300,000 to $600,000 range,

Santa Monica saw 439 units change hands,
as compared with 473 in 2002, 376 in
2000, and 299 in 1998. This year, there
were 167 units selling between $600,000
and $1 million — compared to 130 in
2002 and 72 in 2000. Thirty-seven units
sold for more than $1 million. In prior
years, a grand total of 95 Santa Monica
condos have sold for more than $1 million.

2003’s most expensive condo was a
five-bedroom penthouse suite along
Ocean Avenue. This $8.1-million unit
boasts “Luxury living at its finest.
Sensational 360 degree views (elegance
abounds).” The least-expensive condo
was between Santa Monica College and
the freeway. The two-bedroom, one-bath-
room condo sold for $130,000 and came
with its own set of issues. As the ad
explained, “Buyer must inherit tenants
with all of tenant’s rights governed under
Santa Monica Rent Control.”

The income property market in Santa
Monica saw $73 million in business and
transacted more than 106 income proper-
ties, whereas in 2002 118 buildings were
sold at a total cost of $49 million, accord-
ing to Carl Lambert, vice president of the
Action Apartment Association, a full-
service trade association representing
Santa Monica and the entire Westside of
Los Angeles.

The average building size in 2003 was

11 units, and the average unit price was
$174,000, as compared to 7.6 units at
$160,000 per unit in 2002. The gross rent
multiplier — the building sale price divid-
ed by the contract rental rate — remained
stable in the 12.4 to 12.5 range.

“(Gross rent multipliers) are not going
up, but the value of buildings and the cost
per unit is increasing,” Lambert noted.

There’s not a lot of land left in Santa
Monica. In 2003 only eight pieces of land
changed hands, down from 23 pieces in
2002. The low end was an 800-square-
foot lot near Santa Monica College for
$425,000. On the high end, it was 3,118
square feet, a block from the beach in
Ocean Park, for $1.95 million.

“With many buyers wanting to live in
Santa Monica, there are very few homes
available, and we have seen home prices
appreciating very quickly,” said realtor
Dan Urbach. “Last month we saw 29
homes sell with an average price of
$887,573 and an average days on market
of 68. With condos we saw 57 condos sell
for an average sales price of $421,632 and
an average days on market of 53.

(If you have local real estate questions
or opinions you’d like to share, e-mail
them to Jodi Summers at jodis@board-
walkrealty.com).

2003: Not enough property for sale in Santa Monica
DAYS ON

THE MARKET
By Jodi Summers

SANTA MONICA RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS
SOLD 1453 PRINCETON ST SANTA MONICA 90404
Date Sold SqFt: 672 List Price: $595,000 Bed: 2
12/31/2003 Lot Size: 2,470 Sold Price: $583,500 Bath: 1
SOLD 1248 PEARL ST SANTA MONICA 90405
Date Sold SqFt: 1,708 List Price: $749,000 Bed: 3
12/31/2003 Lot Size: 6,000 Sold Price: $823,000 Bath: 2
SOLD 2470 HILL ST SANTA MONICA 90405
Date Sold SqFt: N/A List Price: $950,000 Bed: 3
01/02/2004 Lot Size: 7,000 Sold Price: $929,000 Pool Bath: 2.5
SOLD 1405 PACIFIC ST SANTA MONICA 90405
Date Sold SqFt: 2,542 List Price: $1,195,000 Bed: 3
12/31/2003 Lot Size: 6,756 Sold Price: $1,150,000 Bath: 2
SOLD 1319 11TH ST #1 SANTA MONICA 90401
Date Sold SqFt: 542 List Price: $249,000 Bed: 1
12/29/2003 HOD: $188 Sold Price: $274,000 Bath: 1

SOLD 2411 3RD ST #L SANTA MONICA 90405
Date Sold SqFt: 0 List Price: $456,789 Bed: 1
01/02/2004 HOD: $100 Sold Price: $440,000 Bath: 1
SOLD 2411 3RD ST #K SANTA MONICA 90405
Date Sold SqFt: N/A List Price: $499,000 Bed: 1
01/02/2004 HOD: $100 Sold Price: $496,000 Bath: 1
SOLD 737 PIER AVE #3 SANTA MONICA 90405
Date Sold SqFt: 1,229 List Price: $529,000 Bed: 2
12/30/2003 HOD: $250 Sold Price: $535,000 Bath: 2.5
SOLD 1128 17TH ST #E SANTA MONICA 90403
Date Sold SqFt: 1,498 List Price: $589,000 Bed: 3
12/31/2003 HOD: $300 Sold Price: $575,000 Bath: 3.5
SOLD            1513 N BERKELEY ST #7 SANTA MONICA 90404
Date Sold SqFt: 1,588 List Price: $625,000 Bed: 2
12/29/2003 HOD: $280 Sold Price: $615,000 Bath: 2.5

SOLD 1002 9TH ST #B SANTA MONICA 90403
Date Sold SqFt: 1,657 List Price: $629,000 Bed: 2
12/30/2003 HOD: $150 Sold Price: $682,000 Bath: 2.5
SOLD 1040 4TH ST #302 SANTA MONICA 90403
Date Sold SqFt: 1,689 List Price: $725,000 Bed: 2
12/30/2003 HOD: $406 Sold Price: $700,000 Pool Bath: 2.5
SOLD 1028 HILL ST SANTA MONICA 90405
Date Sold SqFt: 1,924 List Price: $1,119,000 #Units: 4
12/31/2003 Lot Size: 8,306 Sold Price: $1,035,000 GRM: 15.20

Jodi Summers at Boardwalk Realty 

310.309.4219
jodis@boardwalkrealty.com

PROPERTY OF THE WEEK

$650,000
Boardwalk Realty, Jodi Summers

310.392.1211 • jodis@boardwalkrealty.com

Beautiful traditional family home with batchelder fireplace, new
kitchen, central heat, and a master BR that opens to a romantic
deck leading to a lushy landscaped yard with koi pond and hot
tub. Public records show 1068 sq. ft., but an addition was done
in the past. Seller estimates sq. ft. to be approximately 1250-
1300. First showing sun. 1-4-04 from 1-4.

1076 NOWITA PLACE, VENICE 90291

We want to know about it.
Give us a call.

310.458.7737 

Got hot property?

SPONSORED PROUDLY BY:
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Steve Danziger

Now is the ideal time to
consolidate high debt payments.

AND A COUNTRYWIDE© HOME EQUITY LOAN 
IS THE IDEAL WAY.

BOB GABRIEL INSURANCE

California survey shows Mercury Insurance Auto
rates to be the most competetive in this area.

Phone Quotes Available

Providing Professional & Personalized Service Since 1936

■  Auto Experts ■  Life, Disability & Pension

■  Homeowners ■  Commercial & Business

■  Workers Compensation ■  Group & Individual Health

Representing “A” rated companies 
including MERCURY INSURANCE

310.829.0305
2325 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica

We encourage you to visit the Santa
Monica Historical Society Museum —

The Archives of Santa Monica.
1539 Euclid (310) 395-2290

Each quarter my company, NAI
Capital Commercial, generates a market
report. Below is our company’s interpreta-
tion of the implications of the significant
trends in commercial real estate for the
Los Angeles Basin retail market.

“The Los Angeles Basin retail market
is even stronger that it was at year-end
2002. Demand remains strong, coming
from a wide variety of tenants, including
restaurants, coffee houses and the service
segment (dry cleaner, hair salons, etc.).
There also is strong growth in demand
from supermarkets (particularly Wal-Mart
for their 50,000- to 60,000-square-foot
grocery stores in in-fill locations), drug
stores and large users (particularly Kohl’s,
Target and Costco). Supply remains
restrained and vacancy rates are a moder-
ate 5 to 7 percent in most markets and sub

5 percent in the most desirable areas.  
Rental rates are up and are now gener-

ally growing at the pace of inflation.
Demand to buy retail neighborhood, com-
munity centers and single-tenant proper-
ties has intensified, stimulated by the
underlying health of the market and by
exceptionally low interest rates. Cap rates
on neighborhood centers fully occupied
with quality tenants have dropped to the
high 7 percent range.

Investors are increasingly competing
with each other to buy properties, and
prices are climbing sharply. Multiple bids
are coming in, often at more than the ask-
ing price. Within the marketplace, super-
markets still prefer larger facilities
(55,000 to 60,000 square feet), enabling
them to offer a wide array of prepared
foods, as well as expanded liquor and spe-
cialty products.  Drugstores prefer smaller
facilities (approximately 15,000 square
feet) that are freestanding and offer drive-
up windows. The most desired locations
for retailers generally remain those with
the high-income households — such as
West Los Angeles and South Orange
County — but there also is a growing
appreciation of the value of consumer

density, as well as addressing the large un-
met needs of various ethnic groups.

A significant amount of construction is
taking place, but generally no more than
growth in demand. The outlook is for con-
tinued healthy market conditions in late
2003 and in 2004. However, the high rents
and prices that properties are command-
ing today have increased the risks — risks
that a property may not command as high
a rent in the future, especially if it has to
be re-rented, which puts it at risk because
prices may slip if interest rates should
climb. And, as always, the retail industry
is continuously redefining itself and its
real-estate requirements. For example, the

supermarket industry is currently populat-
ed by four major players: Safeway,
Albertsons, Kroger (Ralph’s) and Wal-
Mart. A number of observers expect that
that within the next 10 years, that number
will be down to three major players. If this
consolidation should take place, it could
have major implications for real-estate
landlords.”

To get a copy of the latest market
report, give me a call at (310) 806-9104.  

(Christina S. Porter is a senior associ-
ate at NAI Capital Commercial Real
Estate, where she specializes in leasing
and selling office and industrial buildings.)

Market heads into new year stronger than before
IN YOUR
SPACE

By Christina S. Porter

MAXIMUM FAMILY CARE IN ONE LOCATION

Chiropractic & Accupuncture

Victoria D. Lucas
D.C., LAc. QME

Vita Wellness

310-449-1222
2222 Santa Monica Blvd.• Ste. 203 • Santa Monica, CA 90404

SOLD/LEASED

Date Location Price Sq.Ft

12/30/03 1231-1237 4th Street Not Given 6,931

12/30/03 626 Broadway $2.00 nnn 9,500

12/29/03 1351 4th Street $2.50 mg 4,000

12/2903 2409 Main Street $3.25 nnn 2,500

12/22/03 725 Arizona $2.95 fs 2,368

COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE PROPERTIES LEASED OR SOLD
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AA OLYMPIC
Self Storage

Serving Santa Monica and West L.A.

2 Months FREE Rent 

+ FREE Lock
Call for details

OPEN 7 DAYS

(310)829-2525
3250 OLYMPIC BLVD. • www.selfstorage.net/aaolympic

Call About
FREE Truck
Rental Plan

SELF
STORAGE
MEMBER

SPORTS GRILL
(Next to 14 below)

1333 Santa Monica Blvd. 
(corner of 14th and Santa Monica)

(310) 899-0076
Lunch-Time Delivery Available

SUB SANDWICH
Buy One at Regular Price & Get the 2nd 

of equal or lesser value for

With Coupon. Expires 1/31/04

Happy Hour 5-7 M-F

*Burger, Fries 
& Pint — $695

FREE!

Since 19
93

Availa
ble fo

r p
riv

ate parti
es

MONDAY NIGHT FOOTBALL
$3 Pints — 1/2 Price on Appetizers During Games

8 TVs • 2 Big Screens 
Pop-a-shot • 3 Pool Tables

Authentic Philly Cheese Steaks, 
Burgers and More! Open Weekends @ 9am

Breakfast Specials
Showing All NHL & NFL/College Games

Next door to Over/Under • (310) 451-5040 • www.14below.com 

ALL LAKERS &
KINGS GAMES!

$3 Pints
12 Different Beers on Tap

01/06 JJ Appleton
01/07 MELISSA DISNEY

01/07 CANYON

BY DON THOMPSON 
Associated Press Writer 

SACRAMENTO — The owner of a
Southern California investment firm has
just a small fraction of the $813 million he
owes more than 5,200 investors nation-
wide, the federal Securities and Exchange
Commission said Tuesday. 

A preliminary review shows James
Paul Lewis Jr. has assets of about $2.3
million in cash, $5.8 million in invest-
ments in two private companies, and
interests in three residences, the SEC said
in a court filing. 

The filing asks a federal judge to
appoint a receiver to search for more
assets to repay his thousands of investors,
many of whom entrusted his Orange
County-based Financial Advisory
Consultants with their life savings. 

The initial review of Lewis' records,
seized by the FBI in a pre-Christmas raid,
shows he used investor funds for purpos-
es including trading in foreign currency
and buying luxury automobiles and
expensive jewelry, the SEC said. 

Lewis' attorney, Douglas J. Pettibone,
said he had not seen the filing and could
not immediately comment. 

Lewis, 57, of Laguna Niguel, told
clients his twin investment funds had
annual returns of 20 percent and 40 per-
cent, respectively, over 20 years, in good
economic times and bad. By the time the
FBI and SEC shut down the operation,
records showed the funds were worth
more than $813 million on paper, had they
in fact been generating the extraordinary
returns Lewis reported. 

But his administrative assistant, Mary
Lopez, told federal investigators in sworn

statements that the only funds that flowed
into the firm were from investors. She
said Lewis showed up at the three-
employee El Toro operation only rarely,
and then spent his time trading Swiss
francs on what he told her was his own
time and account. 

Lopez, who had worked with Lewis
since 1997, told investigators that Lewis
has a home in Laguna Niguel, a vacation
home in Palm Desert and a membership in
the nearby Indian Ridge Country Club,
where the initiation fee goes for $95,000.
She said he owns at least one Mercedes
Benz and was awaiting delivery of another. 

The SEC said it was acting, in part,
because Lewis refused last week to dis-
close his own assets as required by a fed-
eral judge, citing his Fifth Amendment
right against self-incrimination. He also
failed to show up for a court-ordered dep-
osition, where he would have been
required to answer questions under oath. 

No criminal charges have been filed in
the case, but the SEC obtained a tempo-
rary restraining order freezing Lewis'
assets on Dec. 22, the same day as the FBI
raid. That was 12 days after The
Associated Press disclosed that Lewis
was unlicensed, had no apparent business
activities other than collecting money
from investors, and was falsely telling
investors he couldn't refund their money
because of a homeland security freeze. 

Though Lewis has blocked most with-
drawals from his funds since June, his
records show he withdrew $3 million
from his own account on July 1. 

The SEC says it wants the temporary
receiver appointed to find and recover any
remaining investor funds and propose a plan
to distribute what's left to Lewis' investors. 

SEC: Firm owner has
fraction of $813M he owes

Molnar, head of the Arizona State
University's Commercialism in Education
Research Unit, which studies corporate
involvement in schools. 

Niday, mother of two children, in the
fourth and eighth grades, said “going to
corporate sponsorship is a little sad.” But
she insists her 2,700-student district in
Scotts Valley has few other options after
the community already rallied to raise
$400,000 to mitigate additional cuts this
school year, sparing some library aides,
program supervisors and counselors. 

The district so far has partnered with a
construction company that will provide
$14,000 and improvements at Scotts
Valley's middle school, and a roofing firm
that will give $5,000 and gardening boxes
to several schools. 

“The state funding process is broken,
and to sit back and wait for it to be fixed
is to do nothing for our children,” Niday
said. “We have to look at different mech-
anisms for our funding,” 

During the 1990s, the number of exclu-
sive corporation-school marketing deals
jumped 13-fold while the number of
sponsored educational materials supplied
by big business or trade groups grew 18-
fold, according to a 2000 study by
Molnar's group. 

Meanwhile, the General Accounting
Office in 2000 reported that just 19 states
then had laws and regulations governing
commercial activities in public schools. 

The NSBA, representing about 15,000
school boards nationwide, believes law-
makers shouldn't meddle in what should
be a local issue, Fuller said. That feeling
was echoed by the National Soft Drink
Association's Sean McBride, who said
“local schools and parents decide what
kind of food policy they have for each
school.” 

The deals can be lucrative for compa-
nies. Coca-Cola has contracts with at least
6,000 of the nation's more than 14,000
public school districts. Almost 99 percent
of high schools, nearly 75 percent of mid-
dle schools and 43 percent of elementary
schools have vending machines or snack
shops, according to the CDC. 

To Molnar, school districts chasing
commercialism deals “have sort of lost
themselves in a race to the bottom,”
Molnar said. “Until the state and a school
district erects a clear barrier and draws a
bright line, the bad practices are going to
drive out the good.” 

But in Scotts Valley, florist Dennis
Perry says savvy children already have
been exposed to marketing “anyplace and
everyplace.” 

“As long as the upper hand is given to
schools to dictate where the money's
going and what's being advertised, I don't
think it's a problem,” said Perry, the father
of a third-grader. “You either embrace it
and make it work in your favor or it pass-
es you up.” 

SCHOOLS, from page 7

Marketing deals criticized
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BY BRUCE DUNFORD 
Associated Press Writer 

HONOLULU — Behind his state-
issue desk in a small fourth-floor office
sits a slightly built, soft-spoken man who
has managed to shake Hawaii's power
structure to its core. 

Over the past two years, Robert Watada
and his staff at the state Campaign
Spending Commission have exposed, bit
by bit, a scandal in which respected archi-
tects and engineers illegally made politi-
cal donations in the names of their
employees, wives and children, allegedly
to win government contracts. 

The results of the investigation so far:
nearly $1 million in fines, jail time for a
prominent lawyer, community service for
business leaders, and the resignation of a
Honolulu police commissioner. 

“It's what I get paid for,” said Watada,
the commission's executive director. “I
believe our system requires all of us in the
democracy in which we live to follow the
laws.” 

The civil and criminal reckoning has
also been an embarrassment for some of
the state's most influential Democrats and
played a role in giving Hawaii its first
elected Republican governor in 40 years. 

Under state law, individuals can donate
no more than $6,000 to gubernatorial can-

didates and $4,000 to mayoral candidates.
Watada found that some businessmen
were subverting the law by making dona-
tions in other people's names. 

Watada's persistence has led to a slew
of investigations by Honolulu Prosecuting
Attorney Peter Carlisle, who says he
hopes to end a “pay to play culture” that
has plagued Hawaii's Democrat-dominat-
ed government for years. 

The cases involve such things as
$10,500 in donations over a five-year
period in the names of three modestly
paid Chinese-restaurant workers, and a
$2,000 donation that supposedly came
from a high school student. 

The biggest fine was $303,000 levied
against engineering executive Michael
Matsumoto for allegedly laundering more
than $400,000 in illegal contributions to
Honolulu Mayor Jeremy Harris and other
Democrats. Matsumoto, chief executive of
SSFM International Inc., which won more
than $7 million worth of city contracts,
pleaded no contest to funneling money to
family members and employees to donate
to Harris' campaign and was sentenced to
300 hours of community service. 

Still, there has been no direct evidence
that the illegal contributions influenced
the awarding of state and local govern-
ment contracts. 

And so far, the scam's chief benefici-

ary, Honolulu's mayor, has not been pub-
licly implicated. His attorney has said the
mayor never solicited or knowingly
accepted illegal contributions. 

After a rapid rise in politics, Harris
abruptly dropped out of the 2002 governor's
race in the midst of the investigation.
Republican Linda Lingle went on to win the
election. The mayor's term ends in a year. 

Lingle made political corruption a top
campaign issue and won passage of a gov-
ernment-procurement reform law in her
first year in office. 

Since the probe began, the commission
has levied fines against 75 companies for
making illegal contributions to Democrats
such as Harris, former Democratic Gov.
Ben Cayetano, former Maui County
Mayor James Apana and former Lt. Gov.
Mazie Hirono. Up to 40 more companies
are still being investigated. 

Among those convicted was former
Hawaii Bar Association President Edward
Y.C. Chun, 71. Chun was the first to get
jail time — 10 days. Nearly 20 others
have been arrested and booked for inves-
tigation. 

Also, Leonard Leong resigned as
Honolulu police commissioner after being
fined for illegal campaign contributions to
the mayor. 

The scandal has involved mostly
design and engineering firms; while coun-

ty or state construction projects or product
purchases require competitive bidding,
design contracts have long been decided
subjectively by public officials. 

Under the new law, however, inde-
pendent committees of professionals will
determine contracts for such things as
architectural or engineering work, using
published criteria. 

Stanley Kawaguchi, former national
president of the American Council of
Engineering Companies, said that before
the scandal, political contributions had
“effectively become mandatory.” 

“The widespread perception was that
you had to pay to play,” he said. “The old
system really gave our industry a black
eye.” 

Apparently it had been going on for
decades. Watada said one retired engi-
neering company president told him that
when he started 30 years ago, contribu-
tions of $25 or $100 would help in getting
city contracts. 

Watada said the investigations and
changes in the law have curbed the illegal
practices for now. 

“But I'm realistic. When there's money
involved and politics involved and power
involved, whether it's in Hawaii or New
Jersey or anywhere else, it's something
the public always has to be vigilant
about,” he said. 

Campaign-finance scandal catches engineers, architects

Leaving the bloodshed behind?
By The Associated Press

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan — India and Pakistan
took a giant leap to put more than a half-century of
bloodshed behind them on Tuesday, agreeing to begin a
peace dialogue next month on the issues that have taken
them into three wars, according to a joint statement read
by both nations' foreign ministers. 

All topics, including the flashpoint issue of Kashmir,
will be discussed in the talks, said Indian Foreign
Minister Yashwant Sinha at the end of a key regional
summit. The Himalayan region is divided by both coun-
tries, and each claims it in its entirety. 

“It is a victory for common sense. It is a victory for
moderation. It is a victory for statesmanship,” Pakistani
Foreign Minister Khursheed Kasuri declared later in an
impassioned speech before a room packed with journalists. 

Sinha said details, including the location of the talks,
were still to be worked out, but that the negotiations
would be ongoing. He expressed optimism they would
lead to a lasting peace agreement, including on the issue
of Kashmir. 

Cats used for Chinese cuisine killed
By The Associated Press

GUANGZHOU, China — Racing against a self-
imposed deadline, authorities in southern China
drowned or electrocuted the first of thousands of civet
cats Tuesday in an urgent effort to eliminate a possible
source of the SARS virus. 

The mass slaughter of animals seized from wildlife
markets in Guangdong province was launched despite
appeals for caution by the World Health Organization. The
U.N. agency said killing civets might destroy clues about
the source of SARS and even help to spread the disease. 

Authorities have ordered the deaths of some 10,000
civet cats — a weasel-like animal that is a local delica-
cy — and related wildlife by Saturday. Hundreds were

killed on Tuesday and officials were checking highway
traffic for smuggled animals. 

Genetic tests have suggested a link between civets
and the SARS virus diagnosed in a 32-year-old televi-
sion producer in Guangdong — China's first case of the
disease this season. Authorities are trying to determine
how he was exposed. 

“Guangdong is entering an extraordinary period and
extraordinary measures are called for,” said Feng
Liuxiang, deputy director of the provincial Health
Bureau, quoted on the Web site of the newspaper
Guangzhou Daily. 

Ohio schools on high security alert
By The Associated Press

GROVE CITY, Ohio — A school district that canceled
classes after bullet marks found on two buses were linked
to a series of highway shootings has reopened with extra
security, which parents said helped calm their nerves. 

The Franklin County Sheriff's Office increased
patrols of cruisers and unmarked cars around South-
Western School District buildings Monday.
Administrators said they made changes to the schools'
safety plans but would not elaborate. 

The district canceled classes for its 20,000 students
on Dec. 18 and 19, the last days before its two-week
winter break, after the bullet marks were discovered.
The district is next to Interstate 270, where many of the
18 related shootings have occurred, including one that
killed a woman. 

Cows killed for fear of spreading disease
By The Associated Press

YAKIMA, Wash. — Unable to determine which calf
was born to the nation's first cow diagnosed with mad
cow disease, federal officials plan to kill a herd of 450
calves out of “an abundance of caution.” 

The herd of bull calves from Sunnyside will be killed

this week at an undisclosed and unused facility, said
Ron DeHaven, the U.S. Agriculture Department's chief
veterinarian. 

Both federal and state officials have declined to dis-
close how the dead calves will be disposed of, but have
said the meat from the animals will be kept out of the
food supply. The calves also won't be rendered for ani-
mal feed or other products. 

“This should just continue to instill additional confi-
dence among consumers,” said Mary Beth Lang,
spokeswoman for the state Department of Agriculture.
“The likelihood of any transmission to this calf is very
remote,” she said. “This is an abundance of caution.” 

The herd is one of three under quarantine in
Washington because of ties to the infected animal, a 6 1/2-
year-old Holstein dairy cow that was shipped to the United
States from Canada in 2001. The other herds include cows
that may have come from the same Alberta farm. 

Officials are awaiting DNA tests to confirm the sick
cow's origins. 

Have a job in U.S.? You may enter
By The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President Bush is proposing to
let foreign workers who have U.S. jobs waiting for them
enter America — a move designed to help repair rela-
tions with Mexico and capture Latino voters in this
year's election. 

The president has been silent on the immigration
issue for two years, but advocacy groups are being invit-
ed to the White House on Wednesday to hear details of
a proposal to match willing foreign workers, mostly
from Mexico, with receptive U.S. employers. 

There are an estimated 10 million undocumented
workers in the United States, as many as half of them
from Mexico. 

“The president has long talked about the importance
of having an immigration policy that matches willing
workers with willing employers,” White House press
secretary Scott McClellan said Monday. “It's important
for America to be a welcoming society. We are a nation
of immigrants, and we're better for it.” 

The announcement comes just before Bush's sched-
uled meeting with Mexico's President Vaccinate Fox
next week at the Summit of the Americas in Monterey,
Mexico.

WORLD BRIEFLY

DID YOU KNOW?: The only “real” food that U.S. Astronauts are
allowed to take into space is pecan nuts. 
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Reality Check®

By Dave Whammond
Speed Bump®

By Dave Coverly

Natural Selection®

By Russ Wallace
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RICHARDS
Tune Up Service

Brake Masters
• Air Conditioning
• Tune Ups
• Alternator/Starters
• Foreign & Domestic

All Makes and Models
Fair, Honest Pricing

Free Brake and A/C inspection

310-581-0727
2700 S. Lincoln Blvd • Santa Monica 

(across the street from McDonalds)
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per day. Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.  

Call 310-458-7737 and promote your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 15,000.
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ENJOY LIFE ON THE 3RD STREET PROMENADE
GREAT LIVE/ WORK SPACE

Walk to the Beach ◆ Pedestrian Lifestyle ◆ Beautiful Studio Apts. from $1,100 per month

310-394-9833
*One year lease minimum term. Utilities, Stove, & Refrigerator included.

Employment
$3 - 5K per week income poten-
tial work from home, NOT MLM.
(800)570-3782 Ext. 4020.

BEAUTY STYLIST’S for new 
Fantastic Sams Salon in Santa 
Monica. Guarantee 9/hr and up.
(310)890-1222

CASHIERS AND Hourly Super-
visor. FT/PT Must be reliable, 
excellent customer svc skills & 
available weekends. Experi-
ence with Low Carbohydrate di-
ets a plus! Apply in person.Pure 
Foods 1820 Wilshire Blvd, SM.
EOE.

FIGURE MODEL wanted. Fit fe-
male model wanted for figure 
drawing by artist. No experi-
ence necessary. Call (818)501-
0266

FILE CLERK needed for busy 
SM physical therapy office. Will 
be required to maintain medical 
records and file. M-F, 10-7pm.
Will be trained as a back-up re-
ceptionist, detail oriented a 
must, self starter and works well 
alone. Fax resume to (310)656-
8606. Email 
:foresterpt@aol.com

IMMEDIATE OPENING for full 
or part time Retail Sales Per-
son. Apply in person Mon-Sat 
10am-6pm. Wilshire West Fine 
Paper, 3023 Wilshire Blvd San-
ta Monica.

MEDUSA HAIR Salon In Venice 
is looking for P/T Receptionist 
323-974-0966 fax resume 714-
800-7325

ONSITE CLEANROOM clean-
ing manager full time position 
(3pm-12am), salary based on 
experience, medical benefits & 
401k, must have own transpor-
tation. (888)263-9886.

THE DAILY PRESS IS   
SEEKING NEWSROOM     

INTERNS FOR THE SPRING 
SEMESTER. FLEXIBLE 
HOURS AND A GREAT 

WORKING ENVIRONMENT.
GAIN EXPERIENCE IN 

JOURNALISM WORKING 
FOR THE ONLY DAILY 

LOCAL NEWSPAPER IN 
SANTA MONICA. IF 

INTERESTED, E-MAIL 
RESUME TO 

SACK@SMDP.COM

THE “GREAT American Pitchf-
est” will be held on Saturday, 
January 31st. at the Los An-
geles Convention Center . This 
will be the largest pitchfest ever 
held, and is for writers, produc-
ers, and directors for film and 
television of all genres and for-
mats. Attend training sessions 
with more than 10 “A-list”
speakers, celebrate at our 
“Sweet Taste of Success”
champagne and dessert buffet 
gala, and meet one-on-one with 
the power people of Hollywood 
who can help turn your movie 
and show ideas into reality. One 
“decision maker’ for every six 
participants. $150 until Decem-
ber 31 ($200 after). Only the 
most credible companies in Hol-
lywood invited. Visit website at 
www.pitchfest.com<  
http://www.pitchfest.com/> for 
full list & more information, or 
call 1-877-255-2528.

For Sale
ALL STORE fixtures for sale.
Bel Mondo going out of biz, 
1413 Montana Ave. (310)394-
7272.

WHEELCHAIR: CUSTOM
Made, Cushions, Leg lifts, At-
tachable work table, never used 
(310)395-3805.

Furniture

COFFEE TABLE w/2 end ta-
bles, oak and a 19” TV. Selling 
all for $250.00 (310)393-2164

Vehicles for sale

1230 Santa Monica Blvd.
310-451-1588

’02 Ford Explorer Sport
V6, Automatic PW P/L tilt,

CD, Alloys! (ID#54518
STK#P5068) $13,995

’95 Ford Escort
Auto, A/C P/windows,

(ID#213592 - STK#P4698)
$3,995

’98 Chev Cavalier
4DR, Automatic, A/C, CD

(ID#807680) $3,995

’02 Chev Tahoe L/S
Dual A/C, CD, Dual P/seats,

third seat, alloys, much more!
(ID#193678) $24,895

’01 Ford Expedition
4x4, Dual A/C, Loaded

(LIC#40BR776 - ID#B59858)
$19,995

’02 Ford Explorer XLT
V6, Leather, Rear A/C, Third

seat (LIC#4TRX317 -
ID#A61068) $18,995

OF SANTA MONICA

PLUS TAX, LICENSE & DOCUMENT 
FEE ON ALL VEHICLES

Vehicles for sale

’01 FORD CONTOUR SE
VIN 104622 $6,995 Good
Commuter Car, Low Miles,

Low Emission. Vehicle runs on
Natural gas or Unleaded.

97 GMC SONOMA 
pick/up VIN 521973 50K 

bed liner $5995

94 DODGE CARAVAN 
VIN 635648 7 passenger V6

$3995

94 PLYMOUTH ACCLAIM
xlnt cond. 2 dr, H/back. Tiel
98k mi. Cln & shiny.$1695

92 FORD TAURUS 
4DR VIN 112783 

One Owner $4995

93 TOYOTA PREVIA 
Mini Van VIN 112783 

One owner $4995

85 PLMOUTH HORIZON
VIN 208202 $1995 1 owner

good transportation

70 BUICK RIVIERA 
VIN 925668 Classic $6500

65 VW BUG 
VIN 260574 $5495

Claude Short
Auto Sales Dealer

2501 Lincoln Blvd.
in Venice

(310) 395-3712

FOR
SALE 
“Classic” 1982 
Jeep Wagoneer

Solid Vehicle, Very Reliable,
Custom Seats, CD sounds,

Surf Racks, lots of love 
in this Truck.

$2500 FIRM.

(310) 699-7835

Vehicles for sale

1401 Santa Monica Blvd.
310-394-1888
infinitiofsantamonica.com 

✯’00 BMW X5 4.4i✯
Sport Pkg! V8, Loaded, Low

Mileage! BEAUTIFUL! (H02400)

✯’02 Infiniti Q45 Navi✯
THE EXECUTIVE RIDE!
All Loaded, Low Miles

(v002529) 3 More Available

✯’03 Infiniti G35 Sedan✯
DVD Navi, Prem whis, Loaded

(v006982)

✯’01 Ford Mustang✯

CONVERTIBLE! Automatic 
2D, Leather, (8837P)

✯’02 Audi A8L✯
FULLY LOADED! Premium Whls.
Bose Premium Sound (001079)

✯’02 Honda S2000✯
4-Cyl. 2.0L VTEC, Leather,
6-Speed, Manuel (8767P)

✯’02 Lexus IS300✯
Sport Cross, LOADED! Prem
Wheels, Leather (043651)

✯’00 Volvo V70 XC AWD✯

SE Wagon
2.4L Turbo, Moon, alloys

VALUE PRICED! (v707506)

of Santa Monica

Vehicles for sale

1100 Santa Monica Blvd

(310) 319-1661
LAcarGUY.com

LEXUS/VOLKSWAGEN
OF SANTA MONICA

PRE-OWNED CENTER

As Low as 1/9%
Financing on

Selected Models on
Approved Credit

2002 LEXUS IS 300
SPORT CROSS

4D, Hatchback, Moon, Rear
Spoiler, Lthr (042025)

2003 VW BEETLE
GL Turbo Hatchback, 2D,

Automatic (424228)

2001 VW JETTA GLS
4D Sedan, Automatic, Alloys,

Moom Roof (173214)

1999 LEXUS ES 300 
4D Sedan, 4-SD, Alloys
Moon Roof (163767)

1999 LEXUS LX 470
4D Sport Utility, Automatic,

Leather, Moon (075956) HURRY TO: 
832 Santa Monica Blvd.

800-944-4157
LAcarGUY.com

NewDeals 4
NewYears!

’02 FORD FOCUS
4-door, ZTS

(2W176696) $8,788

’03 ECLIPSE GTS
LOADED, Blk, 8K miles

(3E083774) $18,995

’01 TOYOTA PRIUS
LOADED (10035840) $13,995

’99 TOYOTA RAV4
4-DOOR, LOADED
(X7041976) $11,995

’03 COROLLA LE
Power windows and locks

(3Z111168) $13,995

’02 FORD TAURUS SES
PST, AW

(2A142548) $8,995

’01 FORD WINDSTAR
Super Clean - Loaded 
(1BB37955) $9,450

AD EXPIRES 1/31/04
All advertised prices exclude gov-
ernment fees and taxes, any
finance charges, any dealer doc-
ument preparation charges, and
any emission testing charge.

Instruction

DRUM LESSONS in your 
home! Great w/children & be-
ginners, first lesson FREE! Call 
Tom (310)422-2699.

Vehicles for sale

For Rent

YOUR AD HERE
ADVERTISE!!!

Santa Monica Daily Press Classifieds
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READ THROUGH THE BIBLE
Three chapters a week starting with the book of Roman

Where: Velocity Cafe 2127 Lincoln Blvd., Santa Monica
(between Ocean Park & Pico)

When: Every Tuesday starting Jan. 6, 2004

Time: 7:00 p.m to 9:00 p.m.

Sponsored By: Westside Calvary Chapel

FOR INFORMATION: 310-712-3411
WWW.WESTSIDECALVARYCHAPEL.ORG

Century West Properties
Exceptional Westside Rentals

LEASING CENTER
1437 SEVENTH STREET, SUITE 200
SANTA MONICA

Complementary Rental List  &
Leasing  Consultation
Walk-ins Welcome 10am – 6pm Daily
(310) 899-9580

Instruction
TUTORING, ASSISTIVE Tech-
nology disability rights advo-
cate. Except Algebra/Geometry, 
Children, adults and seniors 
w/disability. Call Karen 
(310)470-6357.

For Rent

3RD STREET PROMENADE 
Apts. Ocean views, remodeled 
units 1+1, $1500-$2000, 2+2 
$2100-$2500. 1453 3rd Street.
MOVE IN SPECIALS! 
(310)862-1000.

SANTA MONICA $1250/mo. 2 
bedroom/ 1 bath. Appliances, 
no pets, parking, 1935 Clover-
field Blvd. #18 Santa Monica, 
Ca. 90404 Manager in #19.

For Rent

Casa Loma Apartment
101 Dudley Ave. Venice
NOW LEASING!

Steps to the beach
Singles and Studios
$695.00 to $1095.00

MOVE IN SPECIAL
FIRST MONTH FREE!

(Requires S.D. & 1 yr. lease)
1-888-399-1166

NEW  STUDIO Apartments 
available. $1075-$1345. Six 
blocks to beach. Promenade 
area!  (310)656-0311                    

For Rent

SANTA MONICA $1295/mo.
1232 Harvard.

Beautiful 1 bdrm, 1ba.
Prestigious location, secluded 

builiding. Features large 
closets, stove, dishwasher,

gated parking.
Owner will consider pets.

Walk to shops, restaurants & 
transportation.
(310)717-7963

SANTA MONICA $1850/mo. 2 
bedroom, 2 bath, prime loca-
tion, parking available, hard-
wood floors.(310)451-2178.

SANTA MONICA 1 bedroom 
condo,endunit, quiet 6Plex, 
prime location. 1 block North of 
Montana, gourmet kitchen, Vik-
ing Range, stainless steel appli-
ances, Italian tile, patio off of 
French doors, oak hardwood 
floors,1 parking space+ stor-
age, laundry, 1 year lease, no 
pets, $1900/mo. Call for ap-
pointment. (323)222-8929.

SM 2+2 1/2 2 car garge, direct 
acces to unit, laundry room.
Near Wilshire $2600/mo.
(310)439-2073.

WLA $1390/MO. 2 Bedrooms, 1 
bath, hardwood floors, large 
kitchen (310)391-8880.

WLA OCEANVIEW & Breezes.
Top of hill, private deck-yard 
large 1 bedroom, $1095-$1150.
(310)390-4610.

Roommates
APARTMENT SUB-LET for 

rent: N. of Wilshire,
$700/month. First and last 

month rent. Seeking Male or 
Female, 20-30, employed, re-
sponsible, to share with Fe-
male. Please call for appt.

(310)393-2955.

Commercial Lease

SANTA MONICA
OFFICES

310.395.4620
$1450.00 AND UP..

• CHARMING MEDITERRANEAN STYLE
• NEAR PROMENADE - WINDOWS OPEN
• GARDEN COURTYARD BUILDING
• TELEPHONE SYSTEM INCLUDED
• NEW PAINT AND CARPET
• FURNISHED AVAILABLE
• SHORT OR LONG TERM
• PARKING INCLUDED
• 2 TO 4 ROOMS
• AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY

MDR SHARE space. New suite, 
3 space in small Law Firm. Law 
Library, Conference Room, Re-
ceptionist, Copier, DSL, Parking 
Available, 90 Freeway close.
Starting at $800. (310)553-
0756.

SM/OCEAN PARK: room avail-
able in well located Chiropractic
& Acupuncture office 3 days 
per/wk $500/mo. Jasmine 
(310)392-9596.

Real Estate

AGAPE ESTATES
Pride of Ownership

Homes and Units
Realtor and Developer

Call Today
310-745-4847
Buy or Sell Tomorrow

Real Estate Wanted
MOTIVATED BUYER: I buy 
houses, any area, any price, 
any condition .
Call (310)422-4933 .

Massage
BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal 
your body, mind, spirit. Thera-
peutic, Swedish, Deep-tissue.
Energy balancing. Strictly non-
sexual. Introductory specials 
from $50.00/1hr. Lynda, L.M.T.
(310)749-0621

DEEP TISSUE THERAPY 
$40/HR. PROFESSIONAL AND 
NURTURING, WILL ALSO 
TRADE. PAUL (310)741-1901.

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong 
and tender relaxing bodywork 
by mature European. Professio-
nal Lady Sonja (310)397-0433.

OCEAN THERAPY: nice relax-
ing massage Spanish & Asian 
Staff (310)899-3709.

OLIVIA FULL body massage.
Smooth, thorough, divinely re-
laxing by beautiful, mature 
woman. Professional & licensed 
$120/hr. $80/ 1/2  hr. (310)915-
5519.

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE,
Swedish, Accupressure, 
Deep-tissue, Sports Mas-
sage, Reflexology. For apt 
call Tracy at (310)435-0657.

Announcements
ALZHEIMER’S SUPPORT GROUP
meeting. Last Wednesday of 
the month; at Sunrise Assisted 
Living, Pacific Palisades call 
(310)573-9545/Linda.

“For Women Only”
Community Forum with

Publisher and Editor
Gina Nemo

Saturday, January 10th at
6:00PM

Strike-A-Balance 1131
Montana Ave., 2nd floor, S.M.

$10.00 at door
www.westsidemomma.com

WESTSIDEMOMMA
MAGAZINE FORUM

Business Opps

LOCAL VENDING route 60 ma-
chines. Locations  included, all 
for $10.995. (800)509-7909.

Fitness

Facials  • Yoga  • Pilates • Therapeutic Massage
Pregnancy & Post-pregnancy services

BRING IN A FRIEND FOR YOGA AND SHE’S FREE!

1333 Ocean Avenue in Santa Monica 

(310) 458-8190
Dr. Lisa Masterson, M.D. 

Ocean Oasis
A Medical Day Spa for Women

TAI CHI/I-CHIUNG classes in 
Santa Monica call for info.
(626)429-6360.

Personals

MOTHER SEARCHING FOR 
DOUG HESSMAN, CANNOT 
TALK. BELIEVED TO BE IN 
STREET, WANTED HOME.
$1,000 REWARD GETTING 
HIM HOME TO MOTHER.

(310)453-4506.

WE ARE THE 

GIG IN TOWN!

Call Mitch at the Santa Monica Daily Press 310.458.7737 ext.111

The Daily Press Hiring Guarantee:
Run an ad in the classified section of the Santa Monica Daily
Press for 4 weeks and we’ll guarantee that you’ll find the perfect
employee! Call for more details.

Classiest

Classified Advertising Conditions :RREEGGUULLAARR RRAATTEE: 2.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 20 per word per day. Ad must run a minimum of twelve consecutive days.
PPRREEMMIIUUMMSS: First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra. Please call for rates. TTYYPPOOSS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry,
we do not issue credit after an ad has run more than once. DDEEAADDLLIINNEESS: 4:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 4:00
p.m. PPAAYYMMEENNTT: All private party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CCOORRRREESSPPOONNDDEENNCCEE: To place your ad call our offices 9 a.m. to 5
p.m., Monday through Friday, (310)458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press, P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406 or stop in
at our office located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Ste. 202. OOTTHHEERR  RRAATTEESS:: For information about the professional services directory or classified display ads, please call
our office at (310)458-7737.
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DENTAL
EMERGENCY?

UCLA Parkside Medical

2428 SANTA MONICA BLVD., SUITE 303 • SANTA MONICA

• Evening hours + emergency services
• Root Canals, Crowns, Veneers
• 20+ years of experience
• UCLA Graduate
• Most insurances accepted
• Cosmetic Dentistry

Dr. David Taft, DDS

310-315-3676

PPrroommoottee  yyoouurr    bbuussiinneessss  iinn  tthhee  SSaannttaa  MMoonniiccaa

Services
PICTURE FRAMES custom 
made by professional (310)980-
2674.

B.C. HAULING clean-up; all 
types big truck; hydrolic liftgate 
-small truck. No Saturdays.
(310)714-1838.

BEST MOVERS
No job too small

2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR
Fully insured. We make it EZ.

Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!

Since 1975 Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193

Services
HOME THEATER AND MUSIC:
system design, installing and 
troubleshooting. 16 years expe-
rience with audio/video sys-
tems, satellite, cable, telephone 
and computer networks.
(310)450-6540.

Services

A/C CONSTRUCTION

COMMERCIAL
Residential Remodel

HONEST & RELIABLE

FREE ESTIMATES

310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

A1 CONSTRUCTION, framing, 
drywall, electrical. 30 years in 
this area. Free estimate.
(310)475-0497 or (310)415-
7134.

BOOKKEEPING SERVICES for 
small businesses and individu-
als. Quickbooks, MYOB and Mi-
crosoft Money. Reasonable 
Rates. (310)876-0363.

NBM CONSTRUCTION
Room Additions, Remodel,

Electric, Plumbing, Carpentry
(888) 420-5866 

Lic#745354

HEAD SHOTS. Price includes 
shoot fee, contact sheets, nega-
tives & expenses. $250.
www.randphoto.net (310)395-
0147.

Services

HARDWOOD
Floors & Molding

Laminate
$0.89/sq.ft.

Solid Oak Prefinish
3-1/4x3/4

$2.39/sq.ft.

Engineered Floor
$1.49/sq.ft.

Bamboo Floor
$2.39/sq.ft.

Unfinished Solid Wood
$0.99/sq.ft.

All Pergo, Columbia, Shaw, Bruce, Anderson &
Mohawk floors on sale. All molding & handrails &

stairs part & all prefinish & unfinished flooring sale.
BEST PRICES IN TOWN.

DISCOUNT

(800) 984-2925

GET ORGANIZED!
for filing system set-ups,

unpacking from a major move,
uncluttering closets and 
other home/office paper 

management problems, etc.

HIRE A PROFESSIONAL 
ORGANIZER!

Call Christine Cohen:
310-274-4988

Member: National Association of Professional Organizers

When You Get Ready to Fix Up, Call Us!

NED PARKER 
CONSTRUCTION

Bonded & Insured • Lic#658-486
PAINTING • CARPENTRY • ROOFING

CONCRETE • ELECTRICAL

323.871.8869

Services

KIM’S CHRISTMAS TREES
Finest Quality and Service

We offer tree removal.
Call for an appointment.

(310) 828-5467
MARCO TELECOM: Phone 
jacks, installation & repair. Re-
wiring phone line, splitting busi-
ness. (310)301-1926, pager:
(310)351-7673.

Steve’s
DISCOUNT
PLUMBING
DRAINS • HEAT

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

(310) 439-7771 ALL PRICES NEGOTIABLE

Lic.#759420
All Work

Guaranteed
24
HOUR

15% OFF WITH THIS AD

PAINTING TOP QUALITY  A&A 
custom,Interior And Exterior .
Free Quote. Jeff Arrieta 
(310)560-9864.

TOWN & Country Builder. Ma-
sonry work, concrete, drive-
ways, brick, stone wall, patio, 
tile. State/Lic. 441191 (310)578-
7108.

Services

NOTICE TO
READERS:

California  law requires that 
contractors taking jobs that
total $500 or more (labor or 

materials) be licensed by the 
Contractors State License 

Board. State law also requires 
that contractors include their

license number on all 
advertising.You can check the 

status of your licensed 
contractor at www.cslb.ca.gov 
or 800-321-CSLB. Unlicensed 

contractors taking jobs that
total less than $500 must state

in their advertisements that 
they are not licensed by the 
Contractors State License 

Board.

Computer Services
COMPUTER HELP: Your office 
or home. Typing, tutorial, Micro-
soft Word, Excel, Access, inter-
net navigation, software instal-
lation. Also, notary public serv-
ices. (310)207-3366

live and localsix days a week
Your only source of daily news in Santa Monica

Call today for a great, affordable advertising rates to
propel your business to the next level.

3 1 0 - 4 5 8 - P R E S S  ( 7 7 3 7 )
1 4 2 7  T h i r d  S t r e e t  P r o m e n a d e   S a n t a  M o n i c aSanta Monica Daily Press

WELCOME TO THE WORLD!

The Santa Monica Daily Press is now running birth announcements every Tuesday.

Call Elise DeFord at 310-458-PRESS (7737) x 101 for details.

Announce the arrival of your newest family member.

Pay tribute to a loved one.

Call Mitch for details. 310.458.7737 ext. 111

The Santa Monica Daily Press Obituaries.

ADVERTISE!

310-458-7737
Santa Monica Daily Press
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SANTA MONICA RESIDENTS ...

SANTA MONICA FORD IS THE
We are currently the #!1 volume Ford dealership in the U.S.A. *based on a combination
of retail and fleet sales and to maintain this distinction we MUST not lose your business.

It is imperative you contact us before you purchase that next Ford.

SAVE $30

#1 VOLUME FORD
DEALER IN THE U.S.A.*

SANTA MONICA 1230 Santa Monica Blvd. • 310.451-1588
If you purchase elsewhere ... you probably paid too much!

Minor Service
for only $39.95

◆ Oil Change & Oil Filter Replacement
◆ Lube Hinges, Latches & Applicable Chassis Parts
◆ Silicone Protection of Window Weather Strips
◆ Check Fluid Levels & Top Off to Factory Specifications
◆ Inspect Cooling System, Hoses & Belts
◆ Check Running Lights for Proper Operation
◆ Check Suspension System
◆ Inspect Exhaust System for Corrosion
◆ Inspect & Rotate Tires, Adjust Pressures
◆ Multi-Point Inspection Report Card

Good through January 31st, 2004. Must present coupon at time of write up. 

Excludes diesels & HD “E” & “F” series vehicles/OP code PMinor.

NEW! 2004
Focus LX

ID# 4W103961 STK# 432096

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$15,610

SM Ford Discount . . . . . . . . . . . .$1,300

Factory Rebate  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$2,000

College Grad Program . . . . . . . . . .$400

2003
Explorer XLT

ID# 1F3ZB01661 STK# 30949

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$32,005

SM Ford Discount . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,600

Factory Rebate  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$4,000

College Grad Program . . . . . . . . . .$400

$23,995Net Cost
to you

$11,980Net Cost
to you

NEW! 2004
Taurus SES

ID# 1F4A137731 STK# 432193

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$23,700

SM Ford Discount . . . . . . . . . . . .$2,500

Factory Rebate  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,000

College Grad Program . . . . . . . . . .$400

$17,800Net Cost
to you

NEW! 2004
Mustang

ID# 1F4F102738 STK# 432194

MSRP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$19,160

SM Ford Discount . . . . . . . . . . . .$1,800

Factory Rebate  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,000

College Grad Program . . . . . . . . . .$400

$13,960Net Cost
to you

1 at this price

$11,980Net Cost
to you 1 at this price

$13,960Net Cost
to you 1 at this price

$17,800Net Cost
to you 1 at this price

0%FINANCING
on approved credit on

selected vehicles in lue

of rebates.

By The Associated Press

■ NEW YORK — Now that Britney Spears is a sin-
gle woman again, she already has at least one potential
beau: Hugh Hefner. 

The 77-year-old Playboy founder said he's interested
in adding the pop singer to his bevy of beautiful blonde
girlfriends. 

“Britney would make a great girlfriend,” Hefner told
Us Weekly magazine for its Jan. 19 issue. 

“Picasso had his pink period and his blue period. I am
in my blonde period right now,” he said. “I think it's
related to those early movies that had such a great influ-
ence on me when I was a kid.” 

Hefner said he'd also like to see the 22-year-old Spears
appear as a Playmate, as well as Catherine Zeta-Jones. 

“They really epitomize the type of beauty that we like
in the magazine,” he said. 

Spears got married in an impromptu Las Vegas cere-
mony early Saturday morning, then filed for an annul-
ment 55 hours later. The groom, Jason Allen Alexander,
is a childhood friend of hers from Kentwood, La. 

■ ATLANTIC CITY, N.J. — For the fourth time in
five years, the Miss America Organization has someone
new in charge. 

Art McMaster, 50, who had served as vice president
for finance, has been named acting president and CEO,
succeeding CEO George F. Bauer, pageant officials said
Tuesday. 

Bauer, who had held the job for nearly two years, left
after the expiration of a one-year contract he'd been work-
ing under, pageant spokeswoman Cathleen Kiernan said. 

“George completed his contract as of Dec. 31 and he
decided to pursue other professional opportunities. The
board (of directors) and George separated amicably.” 

Bauer, 59, didn't return two telephone messages left
at his home. 

McMaster's appointment comes at a time when Miss

America is struggling. The organization, a nonprofit
dedicated to providing scholarship assistance for young
women, has floundered in recent years, the TV ratings
for the pageant falling to new lows each year and its
finances suffering. 

It posted a $1.4 million loss in 2002, its net assets
dropping to $5.6 million, their lowest level in eight years. 

McMaster is the fourth chief executive since the
departure of longtime CEO Leonard C. Horn in 1998.
Two of the other three are suing the Miss America
Organization over their departures. 

■ NEW YORK — Beyonce Knowles will sing the
national anthem before the Super Bowl in her native
Houston, the NFL announced Tuesday. 

Super Bowl XXXVIII is scheduled for Feb. 1 at
Reliant Stadium and will be televised on CBS. 

A week later, on Feb. 8, Knowles is up for six
Grammy Awards, including record of the year for “Crazy
in Love” featuring her boyfriend, Jay-Z. Her album,
“Dangerously in Love,” has sold 5 million copies. 

The 22-year-old Destiny's Child singer joins a wildly
varied group of performers who've sung “The Star-
Spangled Banner” before the Super Bowl, including
Charlie Pride, Barry Manilow, Kathie Lee Gifford and
the Backstreet Boys.

■ COPENHAGEN, Denmark — The wedding
party for Crown Prince Frederik and Australian com-
moner Mary Donaldson will take place at the
Fredensborg Palace where several marriages and state
banquets have been celebrated, the royal court said. 

Frederik and Donaldson, who met during the 2000
Olympics in Sydney, will exchange vows May 14 at
Copenhagen's Lutheran cathedral. The 31-year-old
brunette will become the first Australian woman to
stand in line to become queen. 

After the afternoon wedding ceremony, the party will
take place at the Fredensborg Palace, 20 miles north of

Copenhagen. Completed in 1722 after three years of
construction, the castle is one of the summer residences
of Queen Margrethe, Frederik's mother. 

The palace uses the 89-foot-high Domed Hall for
state banquets and royal wedding parties. In 1967,
Margrethe and Prince Henrik celebrated their marriage
there along with 400 guests. 

Donaldson will become Crown Princess Mary and
Frederik, 35, eventually will become King Frederik X
and the sixth Danish monarch of the Glucksburg house.
But it may not happen for some time because his moth-
er, 63-year-old Queen Margrethe, has said she has no
plans to abdicate in favor of her son. 

■ MIAMI — The reigning Miss Florida is suing the
driver of an 18-wheeler that rolled over the car she was
riding in, arguing that her extensive injuries threaten her
entertainment career. 

Shauna Pender, 24, was injured Nov. 7 when a trac-
tor-trailer tipped over and crashed atop a vehicle carry-
ing the St. Petersburg woman to a charity event in
Miami. The lawsuit, which seeks $10 million in dam-
ages, was filed in Miami-Dade Circuit Court last week. 

The lawsuit says Pender's heart stopped briefly and
she needed six surgeries during her hospital stay. Her
attorney, William Sullivan, said Pender is undergoing
rehabilitation in Miami in hopes of resuming her career
but can barely walk and can't feed herself or sing. 

“She had some acting jobs and appearances” in New
York, Sullivan said. “She put that all on hold to become
Miss Florida. So she set a timetable to go back to New
York in a year and follow her dream.” 

A spokeswoman for the state beauty pageant said
Monday that Pender is still Miss Florida, although there
is no schedule for her return. The next Miss Florida will
be crowned in June. 

The lawsuit alleges that the driver of the tractor-trail-
er, 37-year-old Reinaldo Rios, wasn't trained properly.

Hef has eyes set on Britney, Zeta-Jones for playmates


