
Performers not leaving
the mall quietly
BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

It’s been a week since Henna artists have
officially been forbidden in Santa Monica,
yet they continue to perform. 

And now they are calling for the city to
lift its ban.

The Santa Monica City Council voted 4-
3 in October to ban Henna artists from the
Third Street Promenade and the pier.
Council members felt some of the artists are
posing a public safety risk. The ban took
effect Jan. 1.

Several council members think tattooing
is not a performance or an art. Instead, they
contend, it is merely a form of cosmetology.
If Henna is on the mall, this line of reason-
ing goes, then hair braiding may be next. 

Henna is a non-permanent dye used in
tattooing. However, a small minority of
artists use toxic chemicals that can result in
skin rashes and other difficulties. This usage
has given the 5,000-year-old art form a
black eye in Santa Monica.

Skin rashes and other complications can
be caused by “black Henna” or phenylenedi-
amine, a hair dye. The black Henna is
cheaper than traditional Henna dye, which is
red and has been used for skin decorations

and body art for thousands of years.
The city was sued recently by someone

who received a Henna tattoo after being told
that it was temporary but it turned out to per-
manent. As a result, the city staff advised the
council to reconsider whether it wanted to
permit these activities as a performance,
which opens up the city to liability.

Proponents of Henna argue that public
safety is just an excuse to ban artists. They
say the artists are just another casualty in a
war between community leaders who have
intensely different visions of the city’s com-
mercial core. 
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Carolyn Sackariason/Daily Press
Artist Roy Mayhew gives Jeanne Timm a Henna tattoo on the Third
Street Promenade Sunday. Mayhew and other Henna artists are banned
from performing the ancient art form in Santa Monica because the city
council voted in October that it’s a public safety risk. Mayhew and other
artists are asking for a re-vote from the council to reinstate the art form,
arguing it’s their right under the Constitution to express themselves.

City recommends no businesses,
restaurants or landlords on
Promenade task force
BY ANDREW H. FIXMER
Special to the Daily Press

The city is recommending that no landlords or mer-
chants participate on a task force that could ultimately lead
to an entirely new business landscape on the Third Street
Promenade.

Concerned with the deterioration in the number of
restaurants on the Promenade and the overabundance of
retailers, city officials are concerned shopping along Third
Street will diminish as the area begins to resemble a gener-
ic suburban shopping mall. The council voted recently to
appoint a task force to figure out how to regulate the mall

so it isn’t so retail-heavy.
Senior city staff members recommend the task force

consist of three councilmembers, two Bayside District
Corporation members, and one planning commissioner.

If the council accepts the city staff’s plan, the task force
could have a shelf life of 1-2 years and the current 45-day
moratorium on further retail development could be extend-

ed for as long as three years.
The plan shuns the desires of business groups and the

Bayside District Corporation to include, “a property owner
and a merchant and/or restaurateur.”

“Staff recommends that the task force be composed
of no more than six members and that it be small to

Regulation without representation on mall? 
See HENNA, page 3

“What’s the best way to
protect the public and 

their right to safety and our
right to express? I don’t
have the answer to that. I
just hope they sit down

and discuss it.”

— ROY MAYHEW
Henna artist

Henna artists fight
their extinction

See TASK FORCE, page 3

BY ANTHONY BREZNICAN
AP Entertainment Writer

BEVERLY HILLS — What if you threw a
Hollywood award show and the winners stayed away?

That was the embarrassing situation facing the
American Film Institute Awards on Saturday, when
director Robert Altman and actors Denzel Washington,

Gene Hackman, Jennifer Connelly, Judy Davis and
James Gandolfini didn’t show up to collect their honors.

The only film actor winner at the show was Sissy
Spacek, who won best actress for the dark suburban
drama “In the Bedroom.”

“The no-shows were not a snub of the award, it’s just

Stars a ‘no show’ at AFI awards

See AWARDS, page 3
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ARIES (March 21-April 19)
★★★★ Cooperate with someone and straighten out
finances. Wishful thinking might even impact fiery
you. Your resourcefulness and ability to work with oth-
ers saves the day. Smile as you leave the office or
workplace. Reach out for a family member. Tonight:
Visit with a dear pal.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
★★★★★ Others toss work on your desk.
Responsibility falls upon you left and right. Decide just
how much you realistically can take on. While all this
might be flattering now, later it could be overwhelming.
Return calls. Delegate whatever you can. Tonight: Do
errands, yet make time to visit friends.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
★★★ Someone offers you nearly everything you want.
Be realistic. Is this possible? Bone up on your especial-
ly diplomatic style as you sort through what this offer
really consists of. You could easily wind up footing the
whole bill, giving up fantasies of the proverbial money
tree. Tonight: Back to the here and now.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
★★★★★ Hold down your imagination, and get your
work done. Your positive side manifests itself when
you face problems. Remember the power of wishful
thinking. Return calls later in the day, when you have
accomplished more; otherwise you might get nothing
done. Tonight: Put on your dancing shoes.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
★★★ Lay low when dealing with family. You cannot
get a straight answer right now. Could someone delib-
erately be causing you a problem? Chaos punctuates all
interactions. Your intuition proves to be your best
guide; listen to it. Bring extra work home. Tonight:
Close your door and catch up on e-mail. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
★★★★★ Make calls and try to clear up any problems.
You inspire others with your ideas, though somehow
your penchant for detail isn’t contagious. Aim for what
you want, staying calm with those who might be a lot
more disorganized. Tonight: Play a relaxing and
favorite game with a friend.

JACQUELINE BIGAR'S STARS

The stars show the kind of day you'll have: 
★★★★★ -Dynamic    ★★★★ -Positive    ★★★ -Average    ★★ -So-so    ★ -Difficult

Cancer, put on your dancing shoes!

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
★★★★ Honor your financial limits when dealing with
others. You might not be sure of what is really happen-
ing. Your creativity could cost you if you have your
rose-colored glasses on. Take responsibility. Know that,
for now, you’ll have to work for your funds. Tonight:
Work as late as need be. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
★★★★ Your smile confuses someone, making this per-
son think that all is well. Others think that you’re secre-
tive because you don’t wear your feelings on your
sleeve. Make a long-distance call that you have been
looking forward to. Find experts. Tonight: Do exactly
what you want.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
★★ Don’t worry so much about others. You don’t need
to share everything that goes through your mind.
Remain confident despite confusion. In your daydreams
lies an answer. Judge your ideas less severely. Close
your door and fantasize away. Tonight: Vanish. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
★★★★★ Gather with others for a brainstorming ses-
sion. It is quite possible that you might misunderstand
someone. Clarify, especially when your finances are
involved. Of course, this is a natural instinct for the
Goat. Others indulge you and sort through problems
with you. Tonight: Where your friends huddle. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
★★★★ Stay in tune with your long-term objectives.
Someone might not understand exactly where you are
coming from and keep asking you questions. Your self-
expression appears vague to others, possibly because
you look at the long-term concept and direction.
Tonight: Take control of a project.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
★★★★ Let your imagination take the lead. Realize
what is happening behind the scenes. Your humor might
not be someone else’s humor. Use care when dealing
with people. You could put your foot in your mouth.
Reach out for those at a distance. Find a needed expert.
Tonight: Rent a movie on the way home.

“Sex is the biggest nothing of all time.”
—  Andy Warhol

QUOTE of the DAY

Today ... Partly cloudy with a high 74°F and winds at 4mph.

Tonight ... Clear with a low of 51°F. Winds from north at 2mph.

Tomorrow ... Partly cloudy High—70°F Low—50°F 
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that the underdogs weren’t there with
speeches ready,” said Tom O’Neil, an
award-show scholar who runs
Goldderby.com, which tracks Oscar
predictions.

The new show is the first big cere-
mony of Hollywood’s long awards sea-
son, and the best picture win by “The
Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of
the Rings” seemingly legitimizes the
fantasy epic’s Oscar quest.

Altman and Hackman gained Oscar
momentum Saturday with both the AFI
Awards and honors from the National
Society of Film Critics.

AFI, a film training and preserva-
tion organization, is well-respected for
its lists ranking all-time top American
films or screen stars, but it hosted its
first major award ceremony with
mixed results.

Actor Dustin Hoffman delivered a
choppy introduction while staring

blankly at the camera, there were few
jokes to add levity to the proceedings
and, most damaging, only 11 of the 19
winners were there, most of them
behind-the-scenes artists.

O’Neil said it would be unfair to
judge the show by who wasn’t there. In
several cases, three out of four nomi-
nees were in the audience, making the
missing winners something of a coinci-
dence.

Spacek, a five-time Academy
Award nominee who won for “Coal
Miner’s Daughter,” could emerge as a
front-runner for another Oscar for her
portrayal of a vengeful mother in “In
the Bedroom.”

“This film is so close to my heart,”
Spacek said. “It was a real labor of
love, I think, for all of those who
worked on it.”

Washington won for best film actor
in “Training Day,” and Altman won
directing honors for “Gosford Park.”

Hackman’s role as the comedically
coarse father in “The Royal
Tenenbaums” earned him best support-
ing actor, while Connelly won support-
ing actress for her turn as the wife of a
schizophrenic math genius in “A
Beautiful Mind.”

In the television category,
Gandolfini won best actor for “The
Sopranos” while Davis won miniseries
actress honors for “Life With Judy
Garland: Me and My Shadows.”

The 12 awards in the film categories
were spread among nine movies. The
only multiple winners were “Lord of
the Rings,” which also won for digital
effects and production design, and
“Moulin Rouge,” honored for compos-
ing and editing.

ensure an effective and efficient process,”
senior staff wrote in their report to council.

Landlords and merchants are confused by
the city’s plan, as they have made several
recommendations of who among them
should help serve on the task force.

“I don’t understand, if you want to create
new ideas you have to talk with people with
business experience,” said Barbara Tenzer,
owner of Tenzer Commercial Brokerage
Group, which represents a majority of land-
lords on the mall. “I don’t know why they
would do something like this.”

Already one elected official has come for-
ward saying the proposed configuration is
wrong. Councilman Robert Holbrook said
elected officials don’t have the expertise to
regulate complex issues involving long-term
leases and property management issues.

He said it would stand to reason that the
people who actually “live it and breath it”
should help figure out the best way to fix the
Promenade.

However, Mayor Pro Tem Kevin
McKeown feels city officials came back
with an “excellent” recommendation for the
task force, though he said he was weary of
extending the moratorium for a long period
of time.

“But these are the people who are respon-
sible for policy decisions and who have an
in-depth knowledge of the issues,” he said.
“So I think the make-up of the task force
would be fine.”

McKeown stressed that the task force’s

meetings would be public and business own-
ers, retailers and restaurateurs would all
have a chance to be heard.

Originally, the Third Street mall was pri-
marily a pedestrian retail mall that failed to
attract residents and visitors. The city then
enacted a series of zoning measures to bring
in restaurants and entertainment.

“The plan established policies to preserve
the unique mixture of uses, a key element to
the success of the Promenade,” wrote offi-
cials. “Over the years the council has main-
tained the balance of uses by enacting zon-
ing regulations that foster the appropriate
mix of restaurant, retail and entertainment
uses.”

As rents along the Third Street
Promenade skyrocket, only nationwide
chains can afford to pay, sending restaurants
to nearby streets and leaving the Promenade
with a distinct suburban mall feel.

“The Promenade is becoming less unique
and more like an average outdoor shopping
mall,” wrote officials. “If allowed to contin-
ue, this trend will threaten the economic and
social welfare of the downtown area.”

Administrators say they want to clearly
define the role of the task force to keep it on-
target and manage it jointly by staff from the
Bayside District Corporation, Planning and
Community Development Department and
Resource Management Department.

“The task force will review the policy
issues and recommend solutions with the
assistance of staff and consultants,” wrote
staff members. Business owners were not
mentioned.

Holbrook wants business
represented on task force
TASK FORCE, from page 1

Carolyn Sackariason/Daily Press
Robert Rattler hands over cold treats to kids working up their appetites
on the playground at Lincoln Park Sunday afternoon.

Chillin’ it ...

The three council members that voted to
keep Henna in the city agree that it’s an art
form and should be included under the city’s
street performer ordinance — much like a
clown who does face painting. But the three,
Kevin McKeown, Richard Bloom and
Mayor Mike Feinstein, lost to a majority of
four. Feinstein vowed to bring back the issue
when a new council is elected this fall.

But Henna artists are pressing the issue
for him. They have formed “Supporters of
Henna Artists’ Right to Express” which is
actively lobbying the city to lift the ban
immediately. They are gathering signatures
to petition the council to reinstate the art
form.

The artists say the city has inaccurately
stated the ancient Mehndi art form is a tattoo.
They argue it’s a safe art form and is not a
cosmetology service. They have just as much
right to perform on the mall as do the cre-
ative portrait artists, balloon clowns and
artistic flower makers, they argue.

Henna performer Roy Mayhew acknowl-
edges that there are some artists who use
potentially dangerous, toxic chemicals like
brown hair dye that make the tattooing
unsafe. But he thinks if the city will work
with him and other responsible artists in reg-
ulating the art form, it’s possible for Henna
to remain a vital part of the mall’s funky
character while at the same time allowing
him his freedom of expression. Mayhew
wants the city to be more open to finding

alternatives instead of simply taking the easy
way out and banning it.

“What’s the best way to protect the public
and their right to safety and our right to
express?” he asked. “I don’t have the answer
to that. I just hope they sit down and discuss
it.”

Mayhew said he is working with Steele
Smith, the city’s street performer liaison, to
come up with a solution. One idea envisions
having all artists sign a contract binding
them to use safe Henna and then issuing
them a permit. Anyone that breaks the con-
tract by using toxic chemicals should be
arrested, Mayhew suggested, adding it
should be treated as a terrorist act.

Mayhew was giving Henna tattoos to peo-
ple along the Promenade on Sunday — even
though he is banned from doing so. He said
his performances were strictly for “demon-
stration.” One tattoo artist continued to per-
form his art and was issued a police citation
Saturday.

“I shouldn’t do it,” Mayhew said. “I’m
not gonna do it.”

Mayhew said he has gathered about 100
signatures and expects to have many more
by next weekend. The banned Henna artists
will be joined by supporters on Thursday at
noon for a press conference and art demon-
stration on the mall between Santa Monica
Boulevard and Broadway.

“My position on this is that this is my
right to express myself but it’s a fine line
between public safety,” Mayhew said.

Henna artists in appeal:
‘Don’t make us extinct’
HENNA, from page 1

‘No show’ not a snub
AWARDS, from page 1

“The no-shows were
not a snub of the 

award, it’s just that 
the underdogs 

weren’t there with
speeches ready.”

— TOM O’NEIL
Goldderby.com
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Associated Press Writer

TAMPA, Fla. — The 15-year-old who crashed a small
plane into a skyscraper wrote a note expressing sympathy
for Osama bin Laden and support for the Sept. 11 terror-
ist attacks, police said Sunday.

The short, handwritten suicide note found in Charles
Bishop’s pocket said he acted alone, Tampa Police Chief
Bennie Holder said. The high school freshman had no
apparent terrorist ties, Holder said.

“Bishop can best be described as a young man who had
very few friends and was very much a loner,” Holder said.
“From his actions we can assume he was a very troubled
young man.”

Bishop crashed the Cessna 172R into the 42-story
Bank of America building after taking off without author-
ization and ignoring signals to land from a Coast Guard
helicopter that pursued the plane. Bishop was the only
fatality.

Holder said there is no indication Bishop specifically
targeted the building or “had any intention of harming
anyone else.”

Investigators on Sunday interviewed the boy’s family
and said they would search his personal computer for evi-
dence.

Bishop, of Palm Harbor, was told to check the plane’s
equipment before the start of a flying lesson Saturday,
police said. He took off without waiting for an instructor
who was supposed to accompany him.

A Coast Guard helicopter crew motioned for the boy to
land but couldn’t get a response, and a pair of military jets
scrambled to intercept the small plane arrived after the
crash.

“There was no doubt he died on impact,” said Fire
Department Capt. Bill Wade.

Fire department officials said damage to the building
was limited to the office where the plane hit and small

areas of adjoining floors. Most of the building was
expected to be open Monday, though there was concern
about chunks of the facade falling to the sidewalk below.

Images of the plane blasting a hole in the side of a sky-
scraper were chilling reminders of the World Trade Center
attacks. Until it was pulled in early Sunday, the plane’s
tail had dangled from the 28th floor of the building.

In Palm Harbor, police unrolled yellow crime scene
tape Sunday outside the apartment complex where Bishop
lived with his mother, while detectives and FBI agents
interviewed family members.

Julia Bishop, the boy’s mother, told a camera crew to
“get out” when they attempted to film her as she opened
her door for investigators.

Bishop’s grandmother had taken him to the National
Aviation Academy flight school at St. Petersburg-
Clearwater International Airport for a 5 p.m. flying lesson
on Saturday, authorities said.

A Coast Guard helicopter caught up to Bishop over
Tampa after he had traveled about 20 miles, and the crew
signaled for him to land. Pilots said he ignored them, then
crashed the plane into the building.

As a precaution, two F-15 fighter jets were scrambled
from Homestead Air Reserve Base, 200 miles away, but
they arrived after the crash, said Capt. Kirstin Reimann at
the North American Aerospace Defense Command.

Only a few people were in the building at the time of
the crash. None were injured.

Sheriff’s Sgt. Greg Tita said there was no record of the
ninth grader running into problems with the law in the
past.

Derek Perryman, a classmate of Bishop’s at East Lake
High School in Palm Harbor, about 25 miles west of
Tampa, said Bishop often talked about planes with a
friend in their journalism class.

After the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks, he said, Bishop read
a paper to the class. “It was real expressive about how he
felt, how disappointed he was,” Perryman said.

Another classmate, Ross Stewart, 15, described Bishop
as a “teacher’s pet.”

“I knew he was an honor student. He got straight A’s,”
Stewart said. “He seemed to like his classes. He liked
school. He was a happy kid. He was never really down
about anything. He smiled a lot.”

Neighbors said Bishop, who had moved from the
Boston area a year earlier, kept to himself.

“He rode my bus to school. He sat in the front row. He
always had sunglasses on for some reason,” said David
Ontiveros, 14. “He never talked to anybody.”

Bev Pinkham, who lived near the Bishops in Norwell,
Mass., said Bishop “was just an ordinary quiet kid.”

“One day he came over and said my flower gardens
were beautiful,” she said. “Other than that, he was very
quiet.”

Michael Cronin, an attorney for the National Aviation
Academy, said Bishop had been taking flying lessons
since March 2001 and had logged about six hours of flight
time.

He said the boy often cleaned planes in exchange for
flight time and was very familiar with operations at the
school. Cronin said students do preflight equipment
checks on their own, then have their accuracy verified by
an instructor. Bishop was a year shy of being able to fly
alone and two years too young to earn a pilot’s license.

Note shows teen-age pilot a ‘copy cat’ terrorist

“He was a happy kid. He was never
really down about anything.

He smiled a lot.”

— ROSS STEWART
Classmate



of the rioting by al-Qaida prisoners at Mazar-e-Sharif, Afghanistan, that
left hundreds dead, including CIA officer Johnny “Mike” Spann, Davis
said.

“We are cognizant of the incident that took place in Mazar-e-Sharif,”
he said. “Many of these people have demonstrated their determination to
kill others, kill themselves or escape.”

No decision has been made whether to hold military tribunals for
some of the prisoners at the Navy base, he said.

Many of the troops will be Army military police from Fort Hood.
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BY JOHN J. LUMPKIN
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — About 1,500 soldiers are
heading to the U.S. Navy base in Cuba to prepare
for the arrival of al-Qaida and Taliban prisoners.
The biggest prize — Osama bin Laden —
remains uncaptured, though there’s a growing
belief he’s gone to Pakistan, two U.S. senators
said Sunday.

About 1,000 troops — many of them military
police — from bases all over the United States
have received orders to go to the Navy base at
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, where the prisoners will
be held under maximum security, Lt. Cmdr. Jeff
Davis, a Pentagon spokesman, said Sunday.
Another 500 U.S. troops will go to the base in the
coming weeks.

“This is our part and we are going down to
take care of business,” said Col. Terry Carrico,
commander of the 89th Military Police Brigade
at Fort Hood, Texas, just before boarding a plane
to Cuba to prepare for the troops’ arrival.

Some of the troops are being sent to transport
the prisoners from Asia to the island, officials
said.

Others will quickly prepare a section of the
base to hold an initial first group of fewer than
100 prisoners, though up to 2,000 prisoners even-
tually may be housed there, Davis said. Gen.
Tommy Franks, the head of the military cam-
paign in Afghanistan, said Friday that some pris-

oners are to arrive at Guantanamo within 10 days.
The U.S. Navy base at Guantanamo predates

the communist revolution on the island nation. It
is well-defended and would offer few avenues of
escape for prisoners. Fidel Castro’s government
says the base should have been closed and
returned to Cuban control decades ago.

More than 300 suspected Taliban or al-Qaida
members were in U.S. custody this weekend, mil-
itary officials have said. Soldiers were guarding
275 prisoners at the base in Kandahar, 21 at
Bagram air base north of Kabul, and one in the
northern city of Mazar-e-Sharif. Another nine
prisoners, including American Taliban John
Walker Lindh, are being held on the USS Bataan
in the Arabian Sea. Afghan and Pakistani author-
ities are holding thousands more prisoners cap-
tured during the fighting.

Sen. John Edwards, D-N.C., who is traveling
with other senators in the region, said Sunday
that Uzbekistan’s military intelligence service
believes bin Laden has crossed the border into
Pakistan. Uzbekistan, like Pakistan, borders
Afghanistan and has been a U.S. ally in the fight
against the Taliban and al-Qaida.

In Cuba, the prisoners will be held in “maxi-
mum security” conditions, the Pentagon said, and
will be treated in accordance with international
standards for military prisoners and have access
to Red Cross and other non-governmental organ-
ization personnel.

The military is planning tight security in light

U.S. troops  will prepare Cuban Naval base for prisoners

Associated Press
Members of Alpha Company of the 26th Marine Expeditionary
Unit roll through Haji Deh, a small village south of Kandahar,
Afghanistan, on a patrol Sunday.

BY TONY SMITH
Associated Press Writer

BUENOS AIRES, Argentina —
Argentina’s economy minister
announced the devaluation of the peso
Sunday, overriding foreign investors’
concerns and ending a decade-long poli-
cy pegging the currency one-to-one with
the U.S. dollar.

Jorge Remes Lenicov said 1.4 pesos
would now buy $1, with the country
embarking on a two-day banking holiday
starting Monday to allow for the transi-
tion from the old currency regime.

The announcement came hours after
lawmakers granted President Eduardo
Duhalde emergency powers to reform
Argentina’s crisis-stricken economy,
mired in nearly four years of recession.

“We want our country to be like any
other,” Lenicov told a news conference.
“We must decide what kind of economic
policy is most appropriate for our reali-
ty.”

He also said the government would
present a 2002 budget the third week of
January that would include “austerity
and fiscal balance.”

The bill passed Sunday gives Duhalde
the power to pass some laws without
congressional approval for the next two
years. It sailed through the lower house
of Congress late Saturday night and won
Senate approval Sunday.

The easy passage marked an early vic-
tory for Duhalde, who took office
Wednesday as Argentina’s fifth president
in two weeks following days of rioting
and looting that forced President
Fernando de la Rua from office and
brought on a series of interim leaders.

Duhalde signaled Friday that a deval-
uation was “a given” in order to over-
come the deep economic crisis.

Changing the value of the peso her-
alds a radical departure from the fixed
currency regime and free market eco-
nomics that were a bedrock of South

America’s No. 2 economy over the past
decade. Duhalde also plans to reform the
banking system, control prices and pro-
tect local industry and jobs.

The reforms and devaluation have
made foreign investors nervous. They
fear a devaluation will slash their profits
and the government will protect local
industry with old-fashioned, less market-
friendly policies.

Analysts say a steep drop in the peso’s
value could trigger billions of dollars in
losses for Spanish companies, including
telecommunications giant Telefonica, oil
company Repsol-YPF and two major
banks, Santander Central Hispano and
Banco Bilbao Vizcaya Argentaria.

France’s Foreign Minister Hubert
Vedrine, concerned for investments by
companies like Carrefour supermarkets,
France Telecom and the automaker
Renault, also urged his Argentine coun-
terpart Carlos Ruckauf in a diplomatic
note to “do everything in your power to
protect our companies.”

Presidential spokesman Eduardo
Amadeo said Duhalde and Lenicov
would start “a serious dialogue” with
representatives of foreign companies
starting Monday.

“We can’t slap in the face people who
have invested in Argentina,” Amadeo
said. “We want foreign investment
because it means jobs.

Duhalde says he needs special powers
to rebuild the crumbling economic foun-
dations of a country whose banks, cur-
rency and political institutions have been
devastated by nearly four years of with-
ering recession.

Its accounts drained by the slump,
Argentina defaulted on its staggering
$141 billion public debt last week, miss-
ing a $28 million payment on a foreign
bond for the first time.

Then, on Saturday, the government
announced a 2001 budget deficit of $11
billion, nearly double the target agreed
between Argentina and the International

Monetary Fund.
While foreign companies were con-

cerned about profits, many ordinary
Argentine families were worried a deval-
uation would leave them broke. Although
they earn in pesos, about 80 percent of
contracts, including bank debt and utility
bills, are denominated in dollars.

Moving to protect the indebted,

Duhalde wants loans up to $100,000 to
be switched into pesos at the old rate of
one peso to one dollar. He ordered
power, water and gas bills also switched
to pesos at the one-to-one rate.

The plan also called for a 180-day
freeze on layoffs, and companies firing
staff during that period will have to pay
double compensation.

Argentina devalues peso; economic measures approved

BY THEO EMERY
Associated Press Writer

BOSTON — They were an unlikely duo: a small-firm attorney who’d never han-
dled tobacco litigation, and a ponytailed paralegal with a zeal for pursuing cigarette
companies in court.

But attorney Michael J. Piuze and paralegal Ray Goldstein won the largest indi-
vidual jury award against a tobacco company when California jurors ordered Philip
Morris U.S.A. to pay $3 billion to their client, Richard Boeken, a former heroin
addict with cancer.

The June award was by far the largest of the 10 biggest jury verdicts of 2001,
which totaled $5.7 billion, according to Lawyer’s Weekly USA, a trade publication
that publishes an annual Top 10 verdict list.

The 2000 total was about $2.58 billion, but that included awards by judges and
juries. The 2001 list included only jury awards.

The verdicts could be reduced on appeal. A judge has already reduced the
California tobacco award to $100 million, said Paul J. Martinek, editor-in-chief of
LawyersWeekly.com, which is affiliated with the trade publication.

“Once you get above a certain amount of money, the figures start to be almost fan-
tastical,” he said. “What the judges try and do after the fact is try and return some
common sense and have the verdicts have some meaning.”

The number of huge awards fell off later in the year, and only one major award
was handed down after the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks. Martinek said there are typical-
ly three or four large verdicts late in the year.

“The reason why you’ve only seen one since Sept. 11 is that all the cases were con-
tinued,” jury consultant Howard Varinsky told Lawyer’s Weekly. “They all got
bumped into next year.”

Juries last year awarded huge compensatory awards, such as a $115 million med-
ical malpractice verdict in New York that included $100 million for pain and suffer-
ing. The plaintiff’s attorney had sought $10 million for suffering, and the case is
being appealed.

Another huge award was the $1.06 billion a Louisiana jury ordered Exxon Mobil
to pay a retired judge in May because of radioactive contamination of his land.

“It’s unusual to see an environmental verdict of that size, and that could be a sign
of things to come,” he said.

Largest jury verdicts of 2001
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Reality Check®

By Dave Whammond
Speed Bump®

By Dave Coverly

Natural Selection®

By Russ Wallace

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
by Chuck Shepard 

Transgender wants to be mom and dad
In December, transgender aspirant Jamie Cooper, 16, of Birmingham, England, told

reporters that he planned to store some of his sperm before he changes sexes so that,
with the use of a surrogate womb, he can eventually be both the father and the moth-
er of a child (which, if it happens, would be a world's first). Cooper is now living
openly as a girl, has begun anti-testosterone injections, and, under National Health
Service rules, will be eligible for surgery in five years. Various church spokespeople
were horrified when told of Cooper's plans. 

GET NOTICED!
ADVERTISE!

100% ORGANIC NEWS ...
PICKED FRESH DAILY.

Santa Monica Daily Press
310.458.7737

Fax: 310.576.9913
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Employment
ADMIN ASSISTANT to Presi-
dent.  Small investment compa-
ny.  Requires MS/word,Excel, 
AOL, 50-60 wpm., 3-5 years ex-
perience, phones, investor rela-
tions, travel arrangements.  Fax 
resume (310)827-5541

ESTHETICIAN/MASSAGE 
ROOM available in busy hair 
and skin salon.  Credit card 
processing, parking, great envi-
ronment w/ fun people.  Call 
Peter or just drop by 13114 
Washington Blvd., MDR 
(310)383-0357

FACILITY MANAGER Small 
west side school seeks organ-
ized, motivated manager to su-
pervise crew.  Exp. preferred. 
32+hours/wk. AM’s Mon-Fri, 
some flexibility, call (310)451-
5657

FINISH CARPENTERS Experi-
ence in fine custom residential 
required, 3yrs minimum.  Must 
have references & tools. 
Call(310)822-0685, fax ref. to 
(310) 822-0785

FLORAL DESIGNER needed 
for flower shop in Century City.  
Please call (310)785-0669

GENERAL OFFICE Assistant 
for busy Marina Del Rey travel 
office.  Microsoft Word, Excel. 
Contact: Billy (310)823-7979

HAIR STYLIST, ESTHETICIAN 
& RECEPTIONIST wanted for 
Campus Cuts salon at UCLA.  2 
positions open.  Stylist Minimun 
2 years experience. (310)206-
4770

JIFFY LUBE
Customer Service

Join the best and be part of the 
J-Team.  F/T, P/T & Flex. 

hours.  Santa Monica location.  
Retail cashier/calculator exper 

w/ computer knowledge helpful.  
Valid Calif. DL/English required.  

Competitive wages 
w/health/dental/401k & vacation 

benefits.  Must pass 
physical/drug exam. EOE

(562)806-4948

MANICURIST FOR Busy Santa 
Monica Salon.  Full-time, com-
mission or rented.  Open 9am-
8pm. (310)450-8669

MANICURIST FOR busy up-
scale Brentwood Salon.  Lots of 
walk-ins.  Can build very quickly 
full time rent or commission call 
(310)471-5555

MEDICAL ASSISTANT part-
time dermatology office.  Marina 
Del Rey (310)821-0861

MEDICAL BACK OFC Family 
Practice in Santa Monica.  Ex-
perience necessary.  Fax re-
sume to (310)395-2063

NIGHT MANAGER needed for 
Santa Monica Restaurant.  Ex-
perience a must.  Please fax re-
sume to (310)393-6840

Employment
PARALEGAL W/3 years or 
more experience; self-starter, 
assertive and organized; able to 
handle heavy client contact; 
suitable writing skills required; 
PI experience necessary; medi-
cal record review exp,; bilingual 
Spanish a plus.  Please email 
resume to kgallo@biren.com

RECEPTIONIST FOR busy up-
scale Brentwood Salon.  Full-
time, Tues. - Sat.  Position 
starts January 1 2002. 
(310)471-5555

RETIRE IN two years with a six 
figure residual income.  Part 
Time and Full Time. (888)412-
6921

REWARDING SALES CA-
REER. Int’l firm with 16 years 
success track record seeks ex-
perienced business person M/F 
to sponsor & coach clients on 
maximizing & protecting wealth.  
Comprehensive training & sup-
port.  Call Mr. Kenedy 
(800)600-5149

THE SANTA Monica Daily 
Press is looking for Advertising 
Account Executives.  Print ad-
vertising and consultave/solu-
tion based selling experience a 
plus.  Email resume and cover 
letter to Ross at 
ross@smdp.com

UPSCALE MONTANA Ave. sal-
on has 2 stations available for 
rental.  $300 / week with sham-
poo assistant. (310)451-3710

For Sale
ADULT 3 wheel bicycle. One 
year old and had been ridden 
12-15 hours. (310)450-2395

SONY VAIO R505JSlaptop. 
850 MHz, 30G, CDRW/DVD, 
256 MB RAM, 10/100, Windows 
XP, 12.1” Active Matrix screen. 
Super thin, super light and su-
per fast! $2000 (orig. $2496). 
Chris (310)821-5611

Boats
20’ CAL: Good condition.  Com-
pletely stock. Xtra Geona sail. 
Motor. Incl. cust. trailer. $1900
(310)391-4051

24’ ISLANDER ‘66:  6hp Evin-
rude, 6-gal metal tank, radio, 
galley, sleeps 4 $1990 obo 
(310)645-3104

27’BAYLINER BUCCANEER
Great live-aboard, very spa-
cious, aft cabin  MUST SELL! 
$5950 obo.  (310)417-4141

Wanted
- ALBANIA -

If Albanian is your native 
tongue and you have time to 
teach two elderly people a little 
of that language, Please call 
(310)450-2395.

WANTED 29 people serious 
about  losing weight. 
Dr. Recommended.   

100% natural!
No drugs. 

Call now (310)285-3115

Wanted
HOUSE SITTING position want-
ed.  Santa Monica.  Westside. 
Will water lawn and plants. 
Feed and walk pets.  Collect 
mail and newspapers.  Maintain 
household.  Compensation flex-
ible.  Contact Elliot (310)661-
9155

For Rent
27’ CATALINA, Immac liva-
boad/Cruiser.  Many xtras. 
MdR slip.  $6900 obo (310)892-
4616

LADERA HEIGHTS: Single 
4820 Slauson Ave. #1  Stove, 
carpet, blinds, laundry, parking, 
no pets.  $500 & up Call  323-
298-0221

MAR VISTA: Single  12746 Pa-
cific Ave. #4  Stove, frig, D/W, 
A/C, carpet, blinds, laundry, in-
tercom-entry, parking, no pets. 
$700 Call  310-578-7512

MDR LUXURY Silver Strand 
Ocean view, Lrg 2bdr, 2ba. 
Frplc D/W, pool, A/C, tennis, 
sauna, spa, sec, nr bch. $2300. 
(310)306-0363

OFFICE SUBLET; 1, 2, or 3 of-
fices available.  Great location 
in Santa Monica starting @ 
$450.00/month.  available imm-
ed. Steve (310)392-6100

PDR MANITOBA West 2bdr + 
loft Condo.  New crpt/paint. 
Pool, spa, hot tub tennis, pad-
dle tennis, gym.  Available now.  
$1700mo Agt Sheila: (310)338-
1311

PDR: LUXURY Condo 2bd/2ba, 
frplc, 2 balc, pools, jacuzzi, sau-
na, W/D in unit, racquet ball 
courts, security parking, exer-
cise room, all appliances, 1 
year lease $1750 (310)871-
7812

S.M.:  2+1, 3 blocks to beach.  
Huge balcony, parkay floors, 
lndry, prkg. Ocean view. $2100.  
(310)399-1273

SM     $1800 2+2.  Approxi-
mately 1100s.f. 2 car enclosed 
gar. No. of Wilshire Bl. Walk to 
Montana Shops. 2020 Wash-
ington Ave. Call: (310)395-1880

SM $1395 Spacious 2 Bdrm 1 
Ba with prkg. New carpet. 501 
Raymond Ave. (310)573-7452

SM $1400 Lg 2 bdrm 1 ba, 
hrdwd fl, lots of closets, stove, 
prkg, ldry rm Quiet area 
(310)396-1644

STUDIO SPACE FOR LEASE 
avail 1500sf Santa Monica. AM, 
Eves, Sun, for classes, work-
shops, meetings. E. Pico, Am-
ple Parking.  Karen 310-396-
5990

VENICE BEACH Lrg 1+1 apt. 
Enclosed patio, 1/2  block to 
beach.  N/p w/stv & refrig $1250
(310)641-1149

VENICE:  $1350 1Bdr + 1Ba 
Hdwd floors.  W/D in unit.  1128 
6th Ave. No pets. (310)399-
7235

For Rent
VENICE HOUSE for rent 
$1975. 3+1 Approx. 1000s.f. 
Hrdwd & carpets. Remodeled 
kitchen, pvt. garden.  Very 
clean.  New appliances, inside 
W/D. 2477 Walnut Ave.
Call: (310)395-1880

VENICE:  $995, 1Bdrm & Sin-
gle $850.  Stove, refrig, carpet, 
laundry, utilities included, park-
ing, no pets.  501 N. Venice 
Blvd.  Call 9am to 7pm JKW 
Properties 310-574-6767

VENICE:  2bdrm+2bath, park-
ing,1 block from beach, mini 
bar, $1700 + sec. dep. 
(310)305-9659

VENICE:  DUPLEX 2+1  W/D, 
appliances, hardwood floors 
$1700  2 blocks to Abbot Kin-
ney.  N/P 627 San Juan Ave. 
(310)399-7235

VENICE:  Lrg 1+1 w/grt lite. 
Huge closet, stove, W/D on site.  
Off the canals.  $1325 
(310)305-8109

VENICE: 3+2, Lrg, sunny up-
per unit, 4 plex.  French doors, 
balcony, parking. $2100 
(310)581-5379

VENICE: ON BOARDWALK
Sec. building.  Clean 1bd/loft 
bdrm+1.2 level balcony. 
w/vu.frig, stv., D/W, lndry, gtd, 
prkg. $1850. (310)823-6349

W. LA 2464 Barrington 3bdr, 
3ba Lrg rooms, all appliances 
included.  Fireplace, marble 
countertops, in unit W/D.  Gated 
parking elevator, intercom en-
try. $2195.  OPEN DAILY. Mgr. 
Call:  (310)390-9401

W. LA: 2464 Barrington Ave. 
4bd/4ba  Very Lrg unit, spa-
cious closets, marble counters, 
stove, refrig, d/w, nu paint, frplc, 
gtd prkg intercom entry, eleva-
tor. W/D in unit.  Open daily. 
$2695. Mgr. Call: (310)390-
9401

W. LOS ANGELES:  1+1 2471 
Sawtelle Blvd. #103  Stove, 
D/W, A/C, fireplace, blinds, car-
pet, laundry, intercom-entry, 
gated parking, cat ok.  $1050 
Call 310-578-7512

Vehicles for sale
1970 VW Bug in good condi-
tion, new floors, upholstery. 
$1800 or best offer.  Call 
(323)259-8500

96 VOLVO 850 turbo, teal blue 
with tan interior 61,000 miles 
(310)280-0840

Services
AT YOUR SERVICE!

Professional Personal Assis-
tant.  Strong office skills.  Great 
references, reliable transporta-

tion. (310)452-4310

GARDEN CONSULTANT Mov-
ing?  Add thousands of $$$’s to 
property value by enhancing 
curb appeal.  Let me help.  Res-
onable rates & references. 
Free Estimate.  Mary Kay Gor-
don (310)264-0272

Services
BUSINESS WRITER/MEDIA re-
lations specialist: offers 16 
years experience in public rela-
tions and investor relations 
available for short and long-ter 
m assignments.  Call Jane to-
day to implement strategy for 
improved media coverage and 
increased customer/investor in-
terest (310)452-4310

CHILD & ELDERLY CARE: Ex-
perienced Mature, female, veg-
etarian available immeadiately 
for caregiving. Xlnt references. 
Call Omanasa (310)314-8248

CHILD CARE: Mature, intelli-
gent, kind & compassionate. 
Former nursery school experi-
ence. References available. 
Audry Norris (310)854-2053

CHRISTMAS FAMILY POR-
TRAITS at your SM home or 
our SM studio.  Headshots for 
performers.  Beautiful samples 
at www.southern-exposure.tv 
Great prices (310)260-1255

COMPUTER DOCTOR - Re-
pairs, Tutoring, Web Design, 
Patient, Reliable. Russell 
(310)709-7595

DESIGN DRAWINGS Interior-
Exterior.  Drawings can help 
you avoid costly mistakes & 
better visualize your remodel 
projects.  30 years experience.  
References. (310)836-4797

ELDERLY CARE PROVIDER
Living in Santa Monica, immedi-

ately available for full or part 
time work.  References availa-
ble upon request.  Please call 

Lita (310)394-3197

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTANT
available to come to your 
home/business and help clean-
up, free-up and organize your fi-
nances.  Professional services 
included; Quicken / Quickbooks 
set-up and management, estab-
lishing on-line banking services, 
accounting, payroll, employee 
benefits and other professional 
matters.  Flexible weekly / 
monthly programs and excellent 
references.  Please call Roland. 
(310)230-2341

FRIENDLY & SKILLED  Com-
puter Support Services.  Setup, 
upgrade, internet connections & 
networks.  Home or Office, 
Westide (310)663-3644.  Rea-
sonable Rates.

KNITTING LESSONS Yarn, 
Supplies, Patterns, Finishing & 
Design, STICH & ROW, Knitting 
Arts Center, 15200 Sunset 
Blvd., Suite 111, Pacific Pali-
sades (310)230-9902

PET STOPS WEST Boston’s 
Finest Daily and Vacation pet 
sitting service for over a decade 
comes to Santa Monica.  Li-
censed, bonded, insured. 
(310)264-7193

SPANISH TEACHER/TUTOR,
Santa Monica native speaker w/ 
M.A. from U. of MI Berlitz 
trained.  Convers/Grammer, all 
levels/ages.  Fun.  Lissette 
(310)260-1255

Services
TENNIS LESSONS Learn the 
game of tennis (effortlessly). 
Have fun!  Get in shape. 
Group/private.  Call Now!  Intro 
lesson free.  Certified Instructor 
(310)388-3722

The State-Of-The-Art 
Videoconferencing Solution
Fixed 30 frames per second

Currently being used by; The 
US Navy, Smithsonian Institu-
tion, the Mayors office in San 
Diego and New York, The Uni-
fied School District of San Die-
go, Police and Fire Depart-
ments, Warner Brothers, CNN 
and Turner Networks.  Call to-
day: West Coast Video Phone
(310)392-0799

TUTORING 
K-12 academics, K-adult com-
puter, Learning Disabilities Spe-
cialist.  Reasonable rates.  Wise 
Owl Education (310)209-9032

Business Opps
$1500/MO.  PT - $4500-
$7200/mo.  FT Int’l Company 
needs Supervisors & Assis-
tants.  Full training.  Free infor-
mation. (866)412-8036 or 
www.kes-homebusiness.com

ATTENTION: WORK from 
home. $500 - $2500/mo PT. 

$3k - $7k/mo FT.  Free booklet.  
(800) 935-5041.  

Dreamtimeisnow.com

EARN A VERY HIGH CASH 
FLOW.  Lend @10% to a fast 
growing firm & get your money 
back in 16-19 months, + earn a 
royalty of 7 TIMES loan 
amount, 60% annual return.  I’ll 
show you this is real over lunch. 
$25K min.  Elliot (310)745-3512

IF YOUR not afraid to speak in 
front of small groups & like the 
idea of unlimited income.  Call 
(877)772-7729 independent as-
soc.

SALES ENTREPRENEURS
wanted.  Gourmet Coffee/Es-
presso Industry.  Invest only 
your time and skill, unlimited in-
come.  (310)675-0717

WORK FROM home. 
Business opportunity.

P/T $500-$1,500
F/T $1500-$5000 monthly
Call now (310)285-3115

Health/Beauty
VIACREME FOR women 
works! Developed and recom-
mended by gynecologists. Or-
der vc.com. (310)312-0662

Missing Person
MONICA LYNN DEVITO

05/01/56  Please call home im-
meadiatly.  Others with info 
email: moniphome@aol.com

Lost & Found
FOUND - set of keys with silver 
metal flower keychain.  Found 
at 601 California.  Please call 
(310)458-7737.

JOIN THE CLASSIEST GIG IN TOWN!
With the classiest representative in town ... 

Call Angela at the Santa Monica Daily Press 
and place your classified ad today!

310.458.7737 ext.101
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Internet Connections

always on,
always fast

“Since LA Bridge installed 

DSL at my home, I have 

found the flexibility 

to use the Internet in 

a whole new way.”
__Bill Foster,

Apple Computer

each account includes:
• 24/7 Internet connection

• 7 days/week tech support

• 6MB personal web space

• free local dial-up acct 

• over 4000 worldwide dial-up 

locations for laptop users who 

travel. (a metered service).

By the Associated Press

LONG BEACH — Family members
and friends were surprised by Michael
Lynn Howard’s arrest as the alleged “Hair
Bandit,” an attacker who hacked off a
girl’s and women’s tresses in a series of
assaults.

“It’s very bizarre,” Jack Howard, a Los
Angeles County probation officer, said of
his younger brother’s arrest and the fetish

that allegedly drove him.
“We don’t really understand it.”
Jack Howard said family members

noticed a striking change in his 47-year-
old brother’s behavior last month, perhaps
due to drug use.

Howard was charged Thursday with six
counts of second-degree robbery, one
count of lewd conduct upon a child, and
one count of assaulting a peace officer. He
was ordered held in lieu of $500,000 bail.

He was arrested Jan. 1, a day after sher-
iff’s deputies said they saw him attack a
sixth victim on a street in East Los
Angeles. The other five, ranging in age
from 12 to 45, were attacked in Long
Beach.

Jack Howard said he called authorities
after hearing about the attacks in the news,
but has not said why he suspected his
brother.

“That was not an easy thing to do, but

given my position and experience, I’ve got
to think about victims,” he said.

Michael Howard’s business partner of
25 years, Gian Simonetti, said he never
knew his friend to have any fascination
with hair.

“He surprised everybody,” said
Simonetti, co-owner of Simo Cycle, a cus-
tom bicycle shop in Huntington Beach.

“I thought it was crazy, and feel sorry
for him,” he added.

BY MARGIE MASON
Associated Press Writer

NAPA, Calif. — A Catholic group has denounced an
art exhibit at an upscale Napa tourist attraction that fea-
tures 35 defecating ceramic figurines, including the pope,
nuns and angels.

The work by Spanish artist Antoni Miralda titled
“Poetic Gut,” is on display at Copia, the Napa Valley’s
new food, wine and arts museum.

“Artists. California. Alcohol. That’s a bad mix,”
William Donohue, president of the Catholic League said
in a press release posted on the New York-based group’s
Web site.

League spokesman Patrick Scully told the Los
Angeles Times that scores of the group’s 350,000 mem-
bers nationwide who had seen or read about the exhibit
had called to complain.

But Copia spokeswoman Holly Krassner said
Saturday the center received only three complaints and a
handful of e-mails complaining about the display, which
uses well-known figures including Fidel Castro, Laurel
and Hardy and Popeye to demonstrate the final phase of

the eating process.
The squatting figurines or “caganers” are part of

Catalonian peasant tradition dating back to the 18th cen-
tury. One is typically placed in a Nativity scene to bring
families good luck and good health, Krassner said. The
ceramic figurines are popular trinkets available in stores
and markets in Catalonia, she said.

Some visitors of the “Active Ingredients” exhibition
said if they hadn’t looked closely, they would not have
noticed what the figurines were doing.

Kathy Kearns of Crockett brought along her 4-year-
old daughter, Cora Concannon, who giggled as she
peered at the various chess-sized figurines.

“Santa has to poop,” Concannon said pointing to St.
Nick. “Even angels have to poop.”

The figurines are displayed on glass shelves in a dis-
play case made from an old soda vending refrigerator.
Bed pans and chamber pots are featured below on other
shelves.

“This is the perfect recycling process. I think it’s
delightful,” said Nelljean Rice, a food author and English
professor visiting from Myrtle Beach, S.C.

“I think people who are offended by this kind of art

take things too literally,” she said. “I think it’s really
clever and funny. I think it’s perfect for a food exhibit
because it shows the process.”

In the statement, Donohue sarcastically responded to
Copia’s explanation of the display: “Now I get it: To
show his appreciation of Mother Earth, Miralda had to
show the pope and nuns defecating. But why couldn’t he
have chosen the Lone Ranger and Tonto instead? Or bet-
ter yet, just Tonto and a few of his Indian buddies.”

No one from the Catholic League returned repeated
phone calls from The Associated Press on Saturday.

Some Catholics viewing the display on Saturday
laughed at the figurines, saying they were not offended
by the religious pieces, but did find them a little gross.

“I think it’s quite funny. I’m not offended,” said
Barbara Gaspers visiting from Seattle. “There’s also
uncle Sam, so should we as United States citizens be
offended, too? It’s a bit of a reach. And I’m Catholic.”

Krassner said no one from the Catholic League has
visited the exhibit, and she said the group is spreading
misinformation about the museum’s funding. She said
Copia has received only one state grant for $50,000,
which was not used for the controversial display.
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