
BY KATE CAGLE
Daily Press Staff Writer

Mark your calendar: The 9th
Annual “No Pants Metro Ride” will
run through Santa Monica this
Sunday afternoon.

The large party of pants-less
participants will meet up at 1 p.m.
at Union Station to buy TAP cards
and pack-up their slacks before
hopping a Red Line train to down-
town and then transfer to the Expo
Line. The ride will go one regard-

less of chilly or rainy weather,
although right now participants
are in for a pleasant, if not breezy,
forecast with highs in the 70s.

Once they make their way
through 17 stops, the pants-less
riders are expected to start arriving
in waves at the Downtown Santa
Monica station at 2:25 p.m. and
then head to Tongva Park.

“The only reason is to put a
smile on someone’s face,”
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The magic rabbit that appeared
in Palisades Park as part of a disap-
pearing act over the summer may
soon vanish for good. On Tuesday,
the City Council will consider
adding rabbits, rats and spiders to
the long list of animals banned
from performing at popular
tourist areas in the city.

The exotic animal ban includes
areas at the Beach, Ocean Front
Walk, the Pier, the Third Street

Promenade and Transit Mall.
Like many tourist destinations

around the world, Palisades Park
was known for showmen offering
photos with exotic animals and
birds for money up until 2015.
After a flood of complaints from
the public and police, the City
banned the practice, citing
instances where the animals caused
a commotion and complaints of
inhumane treatment.

In an effort to keep the ordi-

SEE BAN PAGE 7

MARINA ANDALON
Daily Press Staff Writer

Cakes, pastries, and chocolate!
A Santa Monica chef will be

participating in an annual
fundraiser to help fund research
into childhood cancer.

Jeffrey de Leon, Group Pastry
Chef at Santa Monica Farmshop
will be attending The LA
Chocolate Festival and Pastry
Show on Jan. 8. Otherwise known,
as Indulge LA, the event will host
celebrity chefs from all over the

country bringing in new ways and
different techniques to accomplish
a heavenly tasted treat.

De Leon oversees all things pas-
try for the Santa Monica location
as well as businesses at the com-
missary bakery in Culver City.

He has been in the restaurant
industry for 18 years and shows
nothing but passion and enthusi-
asm for Farmshop. De Leon spe-
cializes in Viennoiserie, laminated
enriched dough, croissants,

SEE CANCER PAGE 7

SEE PANTS PAGE 5

WET COMMUTE Matthew Hall
A light but persistent rain complicated the morning commute
throughout the area yesterday. Additional rain is forecast for
this weekend and later next week. 

City expected to ban bunnies and
spiders from performing on The Pier

Indulge in sweets to help Childhood Cancer

Light rail riders plan to forget their pants Sunday
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What’s Up

Westside
OUT AND ABOUT IN SANTA MONICA

For help submitting an event, contact us at
310-458-7737 or submit to editor@smdp.com

Friday, January 6
Introduction to Finding
Grants (for Nonprofits)
Introduction to the Foundation
Center’s database of U.S. foundations,
corporate giving programs, and public
charities. Length of class is 1-1/2
hours. Seating is first come, first
served. Requires familiarity with
using a mouse & keyboard. For more
information, please visit the
Reference Desk or call (310) 434-
2608. Main Library, 601 Santa Monica
Blvd., 11 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

Saturday, January 7
Cuban Salsa with Kati
Hernandez
Curious about salsa? Learn steps in a
fun setting. Bring a partner or find
partners here; all levels welcome.
Register at the link below or call (310)
458-2239. Cost: $10. 1450 Ocean, 2 –
5 p.m. https://apm.activecommuni-
ties.com/santamonicarecreation/Acti
vity_Search/56307

Retro Gaming 
Spend an afternoon and play video,
bored and card games from everyone’s
childhood! Ages 5 and up. Main Library,
601 Santa Monica Blvd., 1 – 2:30 p.m.

Teen Tech Workshops:
Video Game & App
Development Fundamentals
w/ UNITY 3D
This hands-on class introduces students
to the fundamentals of video game and
app development. Bring a flash drive.
See flyer for more details. Taught by
Matt Fairweather, founder of Torrid
Games. Grades 6-12. Space is limited.
Registration required. Call (310) 458-
8621 to sign up. Main Library, 601 Santa
Monica Blvd., 1 – 5 p.m.

Making Prints with Patricia
Mitchell
Have you taken a class with Patricia or
Zeina and made a block - but haven’t
had time to print with it? Join this class

to make an edition from your artwork.
All relief printing techniques accommo-
dated: linoleum and wood blocks, collo-
graph, etc. Cost: $25. 1450 Ocean, 11
a.m. – 2 p.m. https://apm.activecommu-
nities.com/santamonicarecreation/Acti
vity_Search/56037

Sunday, January 8
Family Field Trip Beach Walk 
Recommended for ages 5 and up, with
parent or guardian in attendance. Join
the Audubon Society to explore slimy
seaweed, sand crabs, beach hoppers,
grebes and more. Register at
https://www.annenbergbeachhouse.c
om/activities/public-events.aspx.
Annenberg Community Beach House,
415 PCH, 10:30 – 11:30 a.m.

Student equity talk
The Committee For Racial Justice will
host Dr. Sylvia Rousseau who has
been interim co-superintendent of
SMMUSD for the 2016 fall semester.
She has put forth an action plan to
take specific steps toward the school
district’s goal of equity for all stu-
dents through excellence.  Come and
find out how you can help bring about
the proposed “next steps” in moving
the school district toward achieve-
ment for all students. Virginia Avenue
Park, 2200 Virginia Ave., 6 - 8:30
p.m. For more information, call (310)
422-5431.

Jazz Vespers
Interfaith Jazz Vespers, Mt. Olive
Lutheran Church, 14th & Ocean Park,
5 p.m. - The Leah Zeger Trio - $10
suggested donation, free parking,
everyone welcome. More at
http://www.mtolivelutheranchurch.or
g/community-fellowship/interfaith-
jazz and www.leahzeger.com .

Aqualillies 
Synchronized Swimming course.
$83/session (3 classes incl parking);
$37/class. SUN 1/8-1/22. Annenberg
Community Beach House, 415 PCH, 10
– 11:15 a.m. www.annenbergbeach-
house.com/activities/classes.aspx

Bereavement Group for Seniors
Share with others the experience of
losing a loved one.  A confidential
and safe setting.

1527 4th St., 3rd Floor • Santa MonicaFor information, please call:

(310) 394-9871, ext. 373 www.wiseandhealthyaging.org

WISE & Healthy Aging is a nonprofit social services organization.

"Dance For A Difference" here in Santa Monica

www.thepretendersstudio.comALL AGES,

ALL LEVELS!

DANCE CLASSES
NOW ENROLLING FOR AFTER SCHOOL CLASSES EVERY DAY!

1438 9th Street, Unit B (alley entrance), Santa Monica • 310-394-1438

The Pretenders Studio

Sofia and Carla Santini, SMASH Grades 4 and 1

JAZZ,TAP, BALLET, HIP HOP, MODERN, & MORE!
Open Enrollment, Classes for ages 2-18 

GROW AND STRETCH WITH 
THE PRETENDERS STUDIO!



FRIDAY, JANUARY 6, 2017

OpinionCommentary
3Visit us online at www.smdp.com

HAPPY JANUARY! NEW YEAR, NEW YOU!
Just kidding. I hate that slogan. It’s brim-
ming with all the promise in the world, and
yet somehow our New Year’s resolutions
have an average life expectancy roughly
equivalent to that of a housefly. We ramp up,
set our goals in place, pay the necessary
Cardio Barre membership fees, live to our
fullest potential for three days, and then
wake up on January 25th with only a distant
memory of fireworks and ourselves scream-
ing “New Year, New Me!” from a balcony at
someone’s house party in the Valley.

It’s the “Year” part that gets us, I think.
We’ve all bought into the marketing that we
have this one yearly shot to transform some-
thing in our lives. And if we fail... well, we
just have to ride out the failure through
December until our “New Year, New Me”
portal opens up again next January first.

And we really are set up to fail, because
“New Year, New Me” sounds like all we have
to do is make a strong one-time resolution at
the beginning of the year and simply follow
through on it. But duh— following through
is the hard part. No matter how much gusto
we say it with, “New Year, New Me” never
gets us very far.

The thing is, you’re actually hardwired to
reject new behavior. Your brain is already
comfortably layered with learned behaviors.
So when you come up with a resolution—a
new way of being— that is radically distinct
from your old way of being, it’s pretty diffi-
cult to explain to your brain that you’d like
this new awesome version of you to be the
default instead of the old version. As far as
your brain is concerned, the old stuff works.
It may not be perfect, but you’ve survived
this long, haven’t you? But this new thing
you’re trying to introduce... it’s unfamiliar, it

could very well kill you, and there’s no room
for it here anyway.

They say it takes anywhere from forty to
two hundred and forty days to integrate a
new habit into your brain. Well, there you
go. That’s at least forty days of wrestling with
the stubborn curmudgeon that is your brain,
and all you’ve got is a marketing gimmick in
your corner. It’s not surprising that you
quickly start losing rounds, tapping out of
the fight altogether before you brain has
even broken a sweat.

I’d like to go ahead and eliminate all slo-
gans, but if you insist on having one, we’re
going to have to adjust it to compensate for
the reality of the neurological disadvantage
we have. Our slogan is now “New Day, New
Me.” Relating to the “New Year” as some
unique opportunity or January as the
catchall resolution month sets us up to lose.
We have to adjust our relationship to our
calendars by remembering that the calendar
year is conceptual anyway. So we sit down
and resolve ourselves to create something
new not on January 1, but today.

When we fail, we understand that it’s just
one of many rounds in a match that could
last months against the heavy-weight cham-
pion who lives in our heads and puts in the
daily work to hang onto the familiar.

So we sit back down to re-create ourselves
again tomorrow. And then we do it again the
day after. And so on, past January, through
March, into June, until we look up and realize
there’s a New Me where the old one used to be.

Cheers

MMAARRGGAARRIITTAA is an actress and published writer. In
her spare time, she likes to watch Doctor Who reruns
and correct people on the spelling of her name. 

Los Angeles
$1.5 Billion in new money for metro 
purple line extension to century city

A federal grant and loan totaling nearly $1.5 billion to help build the second phase of
the Metro Purple Line Extension to downtown Beverly Hills and Century City has been
announced by the U.S. Department of Transportation and the Los Angeles County
Metropolitan Transportation Authority.

Metro received a construction grant agreement for $1.187 billion through the Federal
Transit Administration’s (FTA) Capital Investment Grant program and a $307-million loan
through the U.S. Department of Transportation’s TIFIA program to total $1.494 billion.
The project will also receive $169 million in federal funding through the Congestion
Mitigation and Air Quality program.

Coupled with Metro’s $747 million local match made possible by 2008’s Measure R
sales tax, $2.4 billion is now secured to continue construction of one of L.A. County’s
most critically needed public transit projects – a subway primarily under Wilshire
Boulevard that will finally connect downtown Los Angeles and Westwood with service to
the Miracle Mile, Beverly Hills and Century City.

Metro is now in the process of selecting a contractor to build the subway extension’s second
section. The agency plans to recommend a contractor to the Metro Board later this month.

“Metro greatly appreciates the funding provided by our transportation partners in
Washington D.C.,” said John Fasana, Metro Board Chair and Duarte City Council Member.
“By smartly matching federal dollars with Metro’s local sales tax proceeds, we will be
able to deliver fast, frequent and high-capacity subway service as promised to L.A.
County residents on an accelerated timeline.”

Metro is already building the first section of subway between the current subway ter-
minus at Wilshire/Western and Wilshire/La Cienega with three new stations. The second
section will add another 2.6 miles to the project and build two new stations at
Wilshire/Rodeo in downtown Beverly Hills and Century City.

Pre-construction activities for the second section are already underway. Major con-
struction is planned to begin in 2018. Completion of the second subway section is antic-
ipated no later than 2026 per the FTA Full Funding Grant Agreement and Metro is aim-
ing to possibly finish the project at an earlier date. A third and final section will extend
the subway to the Westwood/VA Hospital. Construction on this last section is planned to
begin as early as 2019.

“Angelenos and people across L.A. County have shown their commitment to creating
a better-connected transportation system — and this investment echoes that commit-
ment to giving people faster, more convenient connections to their jobs, to healthy recre-
ation and fun attractions, and to the people they love,” said Los Angeles Mayor Eric
Garcetti, who serves as Metro First Vice Chair. “We are moving quickly to create the
world-class transit system our people deserve, and these federal funds for the Purple
Line extension will accelerate progress along the region’s busiest transit corridor.”

Construction of the Purple Line Extension Section 2 will support over 20,500 jobs in
Southern California during its construction, according to the Los Angeles County
Economic Development Corporation.

“Securing funds for this $2.4-billion project was a truly collaborative effort, bringing
together stakeholders at the local, state and federal levels,” said Sheila Kuehl, L.A.
County Supervisor and Metro Board Member. “I can’t wait for the day when the Purple
Line will begin to serve Wilshire Boulevard, one of the busiest and most congested corri-
dors in Los Angeles County.”

The Purple Line Extension to the Westwood/VA Hospital station will garner about
49,300 daily weekday boardings at the seven new stations. There will be about 78,000
new daily trips on the full Metro Rail System as a result of opening this line.

A total of $3.1 billion in federal New Starts funding has now been secured for recent
high priority Metro transportation projects. 

“I’d like to personally thank the U.S. Department of Transportation and Federal
Transit Administration for working hard to ensure this funding agreement moved forward
in a deliberate and effective manner,” said Metro CEO Phillip A. Washington. “This and
previous federal project funding represents years of hard work, and is the keystone to
Metro’s countywide program to transform transportation in our region.”

Trains are expected to run every four minutes during peak hours on the Purple Line
Extension and every 10 minutes during off-peak times. The Metro Board last month
approved a contract for new subway vehicles to help support the line and the agency is
also working on a project that will allow subway trains to turn around more quickly at
Union Station, thereby increasing capacity on the line.

Over 300,000 people travel into the Westside every morning for work from through-
out the region. More than 100,000 trips also leave the area for outside destinations. The
Purple Line extension will offer improved connectivity to the entire Metro Bus and Rail
network, as well as transfers to municipal bus lines and other regional transportation
services.

— SUBMITTED BY DAVE SOTERO/JONI GOHEEN, METRO MEDIA RELATIONS
Downtown
Santa Monica History Museum offers free admission day

The Santa Monica History Museum will offer free admission on Thursday, Jan. 12, from
noon to 8 p.m. at the Santa Monica History Museum at 1350 7th Street. All are invited to
visit on this day to take advantage of free admission to the museum’s six galleries.

In addition to the permanent exhibition detailing the founding and growth of the City
of Santa Monica, the Santa Monica History Museum is currently offering a special exhib-
it on the history of the Old Soldiers’ Home – now known as the Veterans Affairs West Los
Angeles Medical Center. The exhibit, The Old Soldiers’ Home: A Veterans’ Community by
the Sea, details the history of the Old Soldiers’ Home, the ways in which it has changed
over the years, and the veterans and nearby residents who helped build this community.
Photographs, documents, military uniforms, and other historical artifacts will bring the
history of the Veterans Affairs facility to life. Objects for this exhibit come from the
museum’s collections as well as from the private collection of the Bandini family. The Old
Soldiers’ Home exhibit will only be on display through Wednesday, Jan. 18.

Free admission includes both the museum’s permanent and temporary exhibits. With
free admission, all are welcome to visit, bring family and friends, and enjoy a day of
appreciating our local history and culture.

For more information visit www.santamonicahistory.org.
— SUBMITTED BY KATHRYN EVANS, DEVELOPMENT & MUSEUM MANAGER

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Aqua Aerobics at Beach
House 
This shallow and deep Aqua Aerobics
program includes the use of jogging
belts and water barbells to increase
strength and cardiovascular fitness.
Each class is an hour in length and
includes stretching, cardio, and
strength training. These classes are
geared toward each participant’s fit-
ness level and beginners are encour-
aged to attend.  $10 per class.
Register at www.annenbergbeach-
house.com/activities/classes.aspx.
Annenberg Community Beach House,
415 PCH, 9 – 19 a.m. 

Snowy Plover Beach Walk 
Explore the habitat and life cycles of
the federally threatened snowy plover
with the Audubon Society. Annenberg
Community Beach House, 415 PCH,
8:30 – 10 a.m. Register at www.annen-
bergbeachhouse.com/activities/pub-
lic-events.aspx.

Monday, January 9
Bullet Journaling
Start off 2017 with a bang! Bring
organization and creativity into your
life with bullet journaling. We’ll guide
you in the process, you’ll customize
your journal into whatever works best
for you. Materials provided, limited
quantities available. Main Library, 601
Santa Monica Blvd., 4 – 5 p.m.

Main Library Book Group
Book group discusses an alternating
selection of classic and contemporary
fiction and nonfiction. January 2017
selection: Crossing to Safety by
Wallace Stegner. Main Library, 601
Santa Monica Blvd., 7 – 8:30 p.m.

Pajama Story Time 
Grab your favorite stuffed animal and
wear your pajamas for this evening
story time for the whole family. Ocean
Park Branch Library, 2601 Main St.,
6:30 – 7 p.m.

LISTINGS
FROM PAGE 2

Margarita Rozenbaoum Send comments to editor@smdp.com

Margarita Friday  IT’S HAPPY HOUR.

Please Stop Saying, 
“New Year, New Me!” 
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IF YOU MISSED MY COLUMN LAST
Friday it’s because it ran on Tuesday. Grr.

(To see it click here:
http://smdp.com/and-a-child-shall-inspire-
us/159154) Actually, in my ten years at
SMDP there have been remarkably few such
mix-ups.

One sticks out, however, because it was
called to my attention by someone whose
comedic talent I admire thoroughly. And
worse, he was rude about it. But I think I’m
finally over it now. (I’m being facetious but
what follows is 100% true.) 

At two in the morning. I was on the
phone with a writing partner. (Mama don’t
let your babies grow up to be writers.)
Suddenly, I got a Facebook message from
comedian and voice over actor, Phil
Hendrie, who is a genius or crazy, or drunk,
or a combination of the three.

I first noticed Phil twenty years ago on KFI
radio, 640 A.M. I remember  because it was
just after Princess Di’s tragic death. Phil had a
call-in radio talk-show but not exactly a run-
of-mill version. It was a very clever spoof.

Extremely dark humor, Phil’s guest was a
matronly British expert on child rearing.
Given Lady Di’s passing, she was quite worried
the two boys would grow up gay. (Because
their father was prone to wearing kilts.) 

While I was merely dumbfounded, Phil’s
callers were irate. They were real but the
matronly guest, I would later discover, was
Phil!  He was hilarious as he both egged on
the callers and feigned chastising the “guest,”
which was him! 

That very weekend the L.A. Times
Calendar section ran a piece on Phil. I
learned he’d been doing this type of spoof
for decades, often sustaining conversations
between five of his characters at once. You’d
swear there had to be a group of people but
it was just Phil’s genius. (Or madness?)

For friends whom I thought had the right
sense of humor, I recommended  Phil. As he
moved to different stations I would follow him.
So, when I started doing these columns in 2006,
I thought I’d interview Phil. I sent him an email
but I never heard back. That is, until that night
with the following Facebook message.

“Hi Jack,wondering if I could read your
latest column,” Phil wrote. Excited, I
exclaimed to my writing partner, “You’re not
going to believe who just messaged me!” I
hung up and sent Phil a link to my most
recent column. And here’s where the “mix-
up” came into play, much to my chagrin.

A few minutes later, Phil messaged, “Very
funny stuff.” I was thrilled! But then he
asked, “Who’s Daniel Archuletta? It says HE
wrote the column, not you?” Daniel was
our Managing Editor who proofed columns
and in so doing transferred it to his name
before posting it online under the author’s
name. This one time, he forgot. My luck.

Phil, who made his living fooling listen-
ers, accused me of trying to fool him. I des-
perately explained what I thought had hap-
pened. I even sent him a link to ALL my
columns and asked him to see for himself. I
added that if I was going to fake being a
newspaper columnist wouldn’t I pick a
slightly larger paper than the Daily Press?
The NY Times for example?

But Phil insisted I was con artist and
threatened to “expose” me on his show.
Dejected, I messaged back, “Just spell my
name right.”

I should have just dropped it there but I
couldn’t. It wasn’t fair. (I sound about ten
right now.)  So I decided to post my columns
every week on Phil’s Facebook Page hoping
that he’d see it had really been me.

Months later Phil messaged me again. “Do I
have to contact the FBI?” Oh brother. I stopped
posting. I also stopped listening to Phil.

About two years later, out of nowhere, I get
another FB message from Phil compliment-
ing me on one of my serious columns and
how moving it was. I messaged back “Thank
you,” and didn’t bother to explain I was the
guy he thought was a fraud way back when.

Phil’s podcasts now and many of his bits
are on YouTube, which makes them even
more brilliant. You get to see Phil at the
microphone and with phones on his desk,
and just how, remarkably, he juggles the con-
versation of callers, phone-in guests and reg-
ular characters (male and female) on his
show, ALL of whom sound different and all
of whom are  Phil! It’s amazing.

Phil also does stand-up and appears on
TV shows. In “This is Forty,” a hysterical
Judd Apatow movie, starring Paul Rudd as
an obscure record label owner turning 40.
Phil had a small part as a rude guy who
punches Rudd. I guess my Facebook “meet-
ing” with Phil could have been worse. At
least he didn’t threaten to punch me.

Go to YouTube and type “Phil Hendrie,” you
have to see him at work.  His website is:
www.PhilHendrieshow.com. JJAACCKK is at jns-
mdp@aol.com.
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Laughing Matters



explained organizer Leo Gonzalez. “To make
their day just a little different – for partici-
pants and observers.”

There are no rules to participate, but if
anyone asks you why you’re not wearing
pants you are encourage to say “I forgot
them” and act as if nothing is out of the
ordinary. Although, Gonzalez says some-
times other riders can get flustered when no
one will explain why hundreds of people
forgot their pants.

“Only once was someone frustrated with
me,” Gonzalez said, “but that’s because I
wasn’t giving a straight answer for why I
wasn’t wearing pants one of the years I wore
a priest’s collar.”

The annual event started with just seven
guys in New York City more than ten years
ago, according to the comedy group Improv
Everywhere. No matter how cold, every
January the riders forget their pants,
although they may don winter coats, hats,
scarves and gloves. Thousands of people

participate on the New York metro system.
The event came to Los Angeles in 2009, and
Gonzalez has been organizing it since 2010.

Last year, more than 300 people partici-
pated in the Los Angeles ride and so far
about 400 have expressed an interest in
doing it this year on Facebook.

Metro spokeswoman Joni Goheen says
they are aware of the event and says partici-
pants should follow a few rules to avoid get-
ting into trouble with security.

“People can’t have any private parts
showing and then can’t be nude and they
have to Tap,” Goheen said.

The event’s website also warns partici-
pants: “the type of underwear you want to
wear will be left to your discretion, but we
ask you to exercise a little common sense.
The amount of skin you want to expose is
your choice, but know that any citation for
indecent exposure is a risk you take on your
own.”

Visit http://gueril-la.com/dossier-no-
pants-metro-ride-2017 for more informa-
tion.

kate@smdp.com
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ARIZONA AVE.WILSHIRE BLVD.
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If you don t like what we have to say 
we will give you a copy of your 

x-rays at no charge

YOUR CHOICE

FINDING A NEW
DENTIST IS TOUGH!!!

(BUT WE MAKE IT EASY!!!)

SANTA MONICA FAMILY DENTISTRY
DR. ALAN RUBENSTE IN

1260 15th ST. SUITE #703

( 3 1 0 )  7 3 6 - 2 5 8 9

WWW.ALANRUBENSTEINDDS.COM

DENTAL CARE WITHOUT JUDGEMENT!

WE OFFER UNIQUE SERVICES
*Nitrous Oxide provided as a courtesy

*No interest payment plans

*Emergencies can be seen today

*Our dentists and staff members are easy to talk to

AND OF COURSE WE DO

-Invisalign    -Periodontist on Staff    -Oral Surgeon on Staff

-Cosmetics and Implants    -Zoom bleaching    -and more

TRY OUR NO OBLIGATION

$59 EXAM
AND CLEANING

For New Patients 
INCLUDES FULL XRAYS

TRY OUR NO OBLIGATION

$1 EXAM
INCLUDES 

FULL XRAYS

OR

Resources for residents
Editor:

As a 30-resident of Ocean Park in Santa Monica, I was shocked and saddened by the
sudden closure of the Santa Monica YWCA last year. I have worked in the city and raised
my daughter here, who grew up playing community basketball games at the YWCA. I
appreciate the economic challenges and hardships that non-profit agencies face, but it
is always sad when a community agency has to close as has the Santa Monica YWCA.

I support slow growth in our city, and wholeheartedly agree with fellow resident
Sandee Terzis’s recent “Letter to the Editor” regarding the ever-expanding “footprint”
of the College.  As the YWCA property is adjacent to the College, it is likely that they,
especially now with their bond measure that has passed, would be the top bidder to pur-
chase the property. As tax-paying residents, we are already paying so much more than
other non-Santa Monica homeowners to support the College.  Do we really need SMC to
build more and more?  

What we do need is more resources for actual community residents, not for the stu-
dent population that comes and goes. I have watched the non-profit WISE & Healthy
Aging grow into a program which serves the community in a myriad of beneficial ways. It
would be a perfect match to have WISE & Healthy Aging be able to provide community
services at the YWCA site. I think it’s a fantastic idea to have an intergenerational day
care program as a way to honor the YWCA’s legacy. The accessibility of the YWCA site
makes sense for families needing care for their elderly and affordable child care.

This, as Ms. Terzis noted, truly “outweighs” College expansion. I am hopeful that the
YWCA board will take heart and do the right thing.

Diane Kuntz
Santa Monica

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Send comments to editor@smdp.com 

PANTS
FROM PAGE 1

Tax 
RESOLUTION 

TODAY

You don’t have to talk to the IRS alone, let our tax professionals

negotiate with the IRS and solve your tax problems today.

Do you have over 
10K in back taxes?

We help people just like you with:

BACK TAXES • WAGE GARNISHMENTS

IRS AUDITS • IRS LEVIES • PAYROLL TAXES

PENALTIES & INTEREST • PROPERTY SEIZURES

310-907-7780Call Today for 
a Free Consultation

Specializing in 1099 
Independent Contractors and Business Owners

MEMBER OF THE AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION
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NEW CLASSES,
PERSONAL TRAINING,
NUTRITION, AND MORE!

310.394.1300
www.burnfitness.com

1233 3rd Street Promenade
Santa Monica 

C O M P L I M E N T A R Y  D A Y  P A S S

SHARE THE LOVE
EXPERIENCE BURN FITNESS

BOURGET BROS.  
BUILDING MATERIALS

1636 11th Street 
Santa Monica  
California 90404

310.450.6556

bourgetbros.com

We’ve got 
your ground
covered at
Bourget

Featured
Landscaping
& Groundcover
Products
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Glass Rocks

Crushed
Recycled Glass

Boulders

Gravel

Decomposed
Granite

Mulch

Fountains

“For I dipt into the future, far as human eye could see,
Saw the Vision of the world, and all the wonder that
would be;”

- Alfred, Lord Tennyson, “Locksley Hall”

IN A YEAR THAT CELEBRATED THE
imminent Singularity underlying the first
season of HBO’s smash hit Westworld, Tom
King, Gabriel Hernandez Walta and their
cohorts at Marvel Comics took a somewhat
quieter path. While the Gnostic parable of
the Michael Crichton-based robot cowboy
morality play unfolded, King and Walta also
told a story about the interaction between
artificial intelligence and human beings, and
how such a relationship is bound to result,
like clockwork, the way you expect any
human interaction with “the other” to end.

Tonally more Primer-meets-Watchmen
than a superhero Westworld, King and
Walta’s The Vision, a quiet, twelve-issue alle-
gory, was the ultimate suburban horror story.
The Vision, a superhero and Avenger made a
household name after his cinematic debut in
Avengers: Age of Ultron (2014) and his
strong second showing in Captain America:
Civil War (2015), was something of a curios-
ity among members of the team. You see, like
Lt. Commander Data or Caprica Six or even
Maeve Millay, The Vision, despite being an
artificial lifeform, was always the most
human of the Avengers. But, like Data and
Maeve, Vision never really had his own life
outside of the job. Sure, he was married to
the Scarlet Witch for a time, and their union
ran into the ground fairly quickly, plagued as
it was by Magneto, a pregnancy caused by
dark magicks, jealousy and, of course, big-
otry. So what if he branched out on his own?
What if the Vision, the inarguable heart of
the Avengers, went out into the world, on his
own, and, to paraphrase Nikos Kazantzakis,
“live like a man”? What if that man had to
work a job? What if that man wanted to live
like other people, and have his own family?
What if that family’s own hopes, dreams and
desires – even desires as simple as survival –
became a twisted, horrific whirlwind that
threatened to destroy not just the family
itself, or even the simple suburb in which
they lived – but the world itself?

King and Walta ask these questions right
off the bat. And their answers, while honest,
are far from comfortable. And they result, of
course, in the finest comic of 2016.

As the superhero community’s liaison to
the White House, The Vision and his family
– his wife, Virginia, and their twins, Viv and
Vin, who call to mind his earlier attempts at
parenting with the Scarlet Witch – live in a
suburb of Washington, DC. Every day,
whether it’s in Washington or a planet in a
far-off part of the galaxy, The Vision goes off
to work, where every day is a chance for him
to save the world yet again. Viv and Vin go to
school, where they are met with bigotry,
scorn and fear. And Virginia, one day while
alone at home, is set upon by the murderous
Grim Reaper, an old foe of the Avengers’
with intimate ties to Vision and Wonder
Man, whom she kills in self-defense, burying
him in the family’s yard.

And so the family, and the story, begins to

unfold.
King’s clever, heartbreaking writing uses a

twelve issue structure similar to the Alan
Moore/Dave Gibbons classic Watchmen,
calling upon meta allusions to that series, as
well as driving home his points and themes
with quoting Shakespeare (most notably
Romeo & Juliet and The Merchant of
Venice) and calling to mind the original
1970s version of Omega the Unknown in a
later issue. Narrated entirely as a series of
past events, King isn’t afraid to spoil his own
story; in fact, often doing so makes the series
more effective, more heartbreaking, even
scarier. It’s a rare and gifted author who can
achieve such a feat, and King, a former CIA
analyst who once served in Iraq, makes it
look effortless. Every single Chekhov’s Gun
the reader notices over the mantle in the
debut issue has been taken down and fired
by the last issue’s final panel.

Walta’s art has a sort of unique photo-
graphic quality to it; it’s not so much photore-
alistic, but it has the type of quality you would
get if, perhaps, you could take a snapshot of
your more realistic dreams. Walta’s art, then,
combines brilliantly with King’s tense, funere-
al story, giving us the perfect image of a night-
mare in progress that none of us are capable of
stopping. If King’s writing forces you to fall in
love with the Visions, Walta’s sly, subtle depic-
tions of their genuine emotions makes their
tragedies all the more painful.

In a year fraught with terrors and scares
that seemed to emerge from an outlandish
horror movie – a year where a misogynistic
failed wine salesman was elected President
after running a platform of ignorance and
hatred, a year where heroes ranging from
David Bowie and Prince to Carrie Fisher and
John Glenn were taken by time or illness left
and right, a year where cities like Aleppo
caught fire and never seemed to stop – it
seems odd to turn to what is inarguable one
of comics’ greatest-ever horror stories for an
escape. And yet, like Ingmar Bergman’s classic
Persona or David Lynch’s melodic
Mulholland Drive, The Vision serves a unique
purpose: it reflects the terrors and pains of the
real world, and tries to give us a guide for
what to do next, and how to help those
around us who we love more than anything.

But, like those stories, and like the ongo-
ing and unfolding tragedies in places like
Aleppo and beyond, The Vision shows us
that, for good or ill, that the desperate, the
angry, the scared and the hurt will almost
always do whatever they think is right to sur-
vive – even when that move is objectively the
wrong one to make.

And sometimes, that’s the most terrifying
thing one can think of. Especially on an
average street in a small, suburban town,
where, as Rod Serling once warned, there are
monsters due.

Vision Volume 1: Little Worse Than a
Man and Vision Vol. 2: Little Better Than a
Beast, a paperback duology containing the
whole series, are now available for purchase.

To learn more about all things comic books, visit Hi
De Ho Comics, 1431 Lincoln Blvd., in Santa Monica.

Eddie DeAngelini Send comments to editor@smdp.com

Tales From Hi De Ho Comics

“I Choose to See the Beauty”: King & Walta’s
The Vision, The Finest Comic of 2016

office (310) 458-7737

RUN YOUR DBAs IN THE DAILY PRESS FOR ONLY $70
INCLUDES RECEIPT AND PROOF OF PUBLICATION. Call us today!



nance narrowly focused, the Council
banned snakes, reptiles, non-human pri-
mates and birds, but it seems animals
outside the list have ben popping up near
the Pier.

Most recently, a man showing off his col-
lection of tarantulas has frightened some
tourists. Over the summer, people worried
about the welfare of the white rabbit that
performed all day in the heat, according to
the City’s principal administrative analyst
Melissa Spagnuolo.

“It can get hot and the crowds can get
large and it’s not the best environment for
wild animals,” Spagnuolo said, who works in
the Community and Cultural Services
Department and helped draft the expanded
ordinance.

Over the past two years, City Leaders have
acted to move away from animal related acts,
prohibiting exotic and wild animals from
tourist areas and ending pony rides at the
farmer’s markets.

“This ordinance would protect people in
our parks from spiders, scorpions and rats,

but also would protect small, vulnerable ani-
mals like bunny rabbits, hamsters and
guinea pigs from being exploited for ‘show-
manship’ or being put at risk of getting loose
in public spaces where their safety might be
in jeopardy,” said Councilman Kevin
McKeown who signaled his support for
expanding the ordinance.

Although there are public safety con-
cerns over whether the animals have vacci-
nations or could attack a tourist, Spagnuolo
says most of the complaints received by the
City concern the well being of the animals
themselves.

“We knew that at some point, we would
most likely need to expand the list,”
Spagnuolo said, adding that the list could be
expanded again if the City notices new ani-
mals popping up near The Pier or
Promenade.

If the ordinance passes Tuesday, it will
appear on the agenda again before the end of
January for a second reading and then go
into effect long before the next tourist sea-
son starts.

City Council will meet at 5:30 p.m. on
Jan. 10 at City Hall, 1685 Main St.

kate@smdp.com

Danishes and much more.
Farmshop, located on 26th St. is an arti-

sanal market, restaurant, and bakery focus-
ing on working with local growers and pro-
ducers in order to bring nothing but the best
to the table. The bakery offers house made
muffins and cookies while the market fea-
tures fresh produce, locally sourced food,
and much more.

“Whether it’s through the farmers, cheese
makers, butchers, or bakers we try to source
the best of what these craftsmen have to
offer and like to showcase their efforts in our
bakery,” said de Leon.

De Leon is looking forward to attending
the event, and showcasing his talents. Guest
attending will not only enjoy delicious treats
from various chefs but their attendance will
help raise funds for the St. Baldrick’s
Foundation.

St. Baldrick’s is the largest private funder of
childhood cancer research grants. The
Foundation is best known for its signature
head-shaving events, where volunteers go bald
to raise money for childhood cancer research.

Since 2005, St. Baldrick’s has awarded

more than $200 million to support lifesaving
research.

“It is very important to us (chefs) to be
able to contribute to our neighbors and to be
a part of our community,” said de Leon.
“Contributing to this cause and being part
of this event is another step for us in this
effort.”

St. Baldrick’s funds are granted to multi-
ple childhood cancer research experts in the
world.

“Of every dollar raised, 74% funds
research to find a cure, 22% goes to
fundraising (website, phones, printing, t-
shirts, office space, staff, etc.) and 4% goes to
administration,” said Elizabeth Ridenour,
Director of Individual Giving and Donor
Stewardship. “The St. Baldrick’s Foundation
strives to put the most funding possible into
the hands of researchers who can cure child-
hood cancer.”

The LA Chocolate Festival and Pastry
Show will take place from 3 p.m. – 6 p.m. at
Omni Los Angeles Hotel at California Plaza,
251 S. Olive St., Los Angeles. Tickets range
from $45 - $95.

For more information visit
http://www.indulgela.net/index.html.

marina@smdp.com
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Local, Secure, and Family
run for over 30 years

(310) 450-1515
1620 14th St. Santa Monica, CA 90404
www.SantaMonicaMiniStorage.com

Delivering More Than a Meal

REFER  |  VOLUNTEER  |  DONATE 

Call 310-394-5133 ext. 1 to enroll yourself or a neighbor 

The number of meals we delivered has gone up 38%!

The need is growing.
WE NEED YOUR HELP!

“I have diabetes and can’t cook right.
With Meals on Wheels I’m eating

healthy. It really helps.”
Stan Nelson, Santa Monica, Airforce veteran
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DAILY POLICE LOG

The Santa Monica Police
Department responded to 310

calls for service on Jan. 4. 
HERE IS A SAMPLING OF THOSE 

CALLS CHOSEN BY THE 
SANTA MONICA DAILY PRESS STAFF.

72 Hour Psychiatric hold 1500 block of
PCH 12:01 a.m.
Fight 1500 block of 2nd 12:12 a.m.
Audible burglar alarm 2200 block of Main
12:20 a.m.
Critical missing person 900 block of 3rd
12:22 a.m.
Auto burglary 1400 block of 4th 12:56 a.m.
Burglary 1400 block of 4th 1:41 a.m.
Trespassing 2200 block of Main 2:04 a.m.
Hazard materials 400 block of Wilshire
2:12 a.m.
Burglary 400 block of Broadway 2:29 a.m.
72 Hour Psychiatric hold 1900 block of
10th 4:12 a.m.
Grand theft auto 1300 block of 23rd 4:13 a.m.
Traffic collision Ocean/ Broadway 4:47 a.m.
Encampment 1900 block of Lincoln 6:20 a.m.
Auto burglary 2600 block of 31st 6:36 a.m.
Trespassing 1400 block of 2nd 6:37 a.m.
Hit and run 4th/ Olympic 6:59 a.m.
Auto burglary 2200 block of 29th 7:21 a.m.
Encampment 400 block of Santa Monica

Pier 7:30 a.m.
Fight Ocean/ Wilshire 7:34 a.m.
Trespassing 1200 block of 4th 7:45 a.m.
Audible burglar alarm 200 block of Santa
Monica 7:47 a.m.
Auto burglary 2900 block of Pearl 8:05 a.m.
Auto burglary 2400 block of 30th 8:06 a.m.
Burglary 800 block of Broadway 8:09 a.m.
Trespassing 800 block of Santa Monica
8:11 a.m.
Public intoxication 6th/ Wilshire 8:25 a.m.
Auto burglary 1000 block of Ocean Park
8:34 a.m.
Auto burglary 2400 block of 30th 8:34 a.m.
Elder abuse 3000 block of Delaware 8:39 a.m.
Elder abuse 1500 block of Centinela 8:40 a.m.
Audible burglar alarm 1300 block of
Franklin 9:02 a.m.
Trespassing 2200 block of Santa Monica
9:02 a.m.
Grand theft auto 400 block of San
Vicente 9:32 a.m.
Fight 11th/ Grant 9:50 a.m.
Trespassing 700 block of Santa Monica
9:51 a.m.
Mark and tag abandoned vehicle 2700
block of Montana 10:26 a.m.
Traffic collision 2100 block of Stewart
10:43 a.m.
Auto burglary 2400 block of 29th 11:39 a.m.
Trespassing 800 block of Santa Monica
11:44 a.m.

DAILY FIRE LOG

The Santa Monica Fire Department
responded to 38 calls for service

on Jan. 4. 
HERE IS A SAMPLING OF THOSE 

CALLS CHOSEN BY THE 
SANTA MONICA DAILY PRESS STAFF.

Water Heater Rupture 2100 block of 20th
1:39 a.m.
Haz Mat- Level 1 400 block of Wilshire
2:14 a.m.
EMS 2nd/ Santa Monica 3:17 a.m.
EMS 2200 block of 25th 3:57 a.m.
EMS 1400 block of 2nd 4:03 a.m.
EMS 18th/Michigan 4:15 a.m.
EMS 1700 block of Cloverfield 4:45 a.m.
EMS 2100 block of Ocean 5:03 a.m.
EMS 1400 block of 17th 6:18 a.m.
EMS 400 block of Expo Line 6:46 a.m.
EMS 100 block of Georgina 7:53 a.m.
EMS 1300 block of Berkeley 8:10 a.m.
EMS 1700 block of Cloverfield 8:31 a.m.
Haz Mat – Level 1 900 block of 3rd 11:04 a.m.
EMS 1300 block of 2nd 11:30 a.m.

EMS 2400 block of Chelsea Pl 11:37 a.m.
Structure Fire 400 block of 7th 11:55 a.m.
EMS  100 block of California 12:21 p.m.
EMS 800 block of 4th 12:22 p.m.
EMS 2800 block of Exposition 1:22 p.m.
Flooded condition 1200 block of Princeton
2:08 p.m.
EMS 1900 block of Colorado 2:16 p.m.
EMS 1000 block of 14th 2:45 p.m.
EMS 1700 block of Cloverfield 2:49 p.m.
EMS 1300 block of Georgina 2:53 p.m.
EMS 100 block of Bay 3:56 p.m.
EMS 1300 block of 18th 4:11 p.m.
EMS 1100 block of 3rd 4:23 p.m.
EMS 1100 block of Pico 4:57 p.m.
Automatic alarm 2200 block of Colorado
5:11 p.m.
Elevator rescue 1400 block of 2nd 5:32 p.m.
Elevator rescue 1600 block of Cloverfield
5:46 p.m.
EMS 2400 block of Wilshire 6:19 p.m.
EMS 300 block of Olympic 6:28 p.m.
EMS 1100 block of 3rd 8:25 p.m.
EMS 1100 block of 14th 8:50 p.m.
EMS 1500 block of 18th 10:30 p.m.
EMS 1800 block of 20th 11:27 p.m.

SURF FORECASTS WATER TEMP: 57.4°

FRIDAY – POOR TO FAIR – SURF: 1-3 ft ankle to waist high
Shorter period W swell slowly builds in. Small/new SSW swell.

SATURDAY – POOR TO FAIR – SURF: 2-3 ft knee to waist high
Small WNW/NW and SSW swell mix. Possible rise in West swell for more size later in the day - Stay tuned.

SURF REPORT
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BY MATTHEW HALL

Daily Press Editor

Complaints against

Councilwoman Pam O’Connor

filed by a local activist organization

have been forwarded to the Los

Angeles County District Attorney’s

office for review.

The Santa Monica Coalition for

a Livable City filed a complaint last

month against O’Connor alleging

violations of the City Charter in

connection with the firing of

Elizabeth Riel and at least one part

of that complaint has been sent to

the county.

Riel was offered a position with

the City of Santa Monica in 2014,

only to have the offer rescinded

before her first day of work. Riel

sued the city and the case was set-

SEE ATHLETIC PAGE 6

SEE SMCLC PAGE 7

BY MATTHEW HALL

Daily Press Editor

Prices are going up for the Big Blue

Bus and officials are holding a public

meeting on Sept. 10 to preview changes

and hear public feedback.

BBB will host a meeting from 6-7:30

p.m. at the Main Library (601 Santa

Monica Blvd.) to update customers on its

proposed fare updates and service

changes.
According to staff, BBB will be adding

11 percent more service over the next 12

months as part of the Evolution of Blue

campaign to provide connections to the

upcoming Expo Light Rail Line.

To offset costs and bring some if its

products inline with regional averages, the

base fare will increase by $0.25 to $1.25

per ride. Express fares increase to $2.50

(50 cent increase), seniors/disabled fares

will be unchanged, tokens will increase to

$1.25 (25 cent increase), day passes are

unchanged, the 13-ride ticket increases to

$14 ($2 increase), a 30-day pass goes to

$50 ($10 decrease), a youth 30-day pass

drops to $38 ($2 decrease), an express 30-

day increases to $89 ($9 increase). A new

rolling 7-day pass will be available for $14.

According to the staff report, the goal is to

incentivize prepaid media and limit the

amount of cash transactions as a means of

increasing efficiency. Currently, cash cus-

tomers take an average of 23 seconds to

board while prepaid customers take less than

4 seconds.
“Currently, 2 percent of customers use

30-day passes, 2 percent use 13-ride pass-

es, 3 percent use day passes, and 1 percent

use tokens,” said the staff report. “These

low percentages of current prepaid fare

media use are directly attributable to the

BBB outreaching to explain fare increases
Case against

O’Connor 
forwarded to

County District

Attorney

File Photo

CHANGES COMING: There will be a meeting on Sept. 10 at the Main Library to discuss impending fare increases at the Big Blue Bus. 

SEE PRICE PAGE 6

New AD pursuing

his passions 

at Samohi
Ballaret left finance 

career for athletics 

administration

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

Crime Watch is culled from reports provided by the Santa Monica Police Department. 
These are arrests only. All parties are innocent until proven guilty in a court of law.

ON DEC. 28, 2016 AT ABOUT 12:15 P.M.
Officer responded to a radio call for service at the 1300 3rd Street Promenade regarding
a theft that occurred at Bellagio Shoes – 120 Broadway. The suspect was followed by the
store manager and pointed out to the officers. Officers detained the suspect who had a
baby stroller with an infant for an investigation. Officers determined the suspect con-
cealed merchandise in the stroller and exited the store without paying for anything. The
store manager confronted the suspect outside the store. The suspect denied stealing
merchandise. The manager was able to retrieve the merchandise and told the suspect
she could no longer enter the store. The suspect walked away eastbound on Broadway.
As the manager was back into the store, the suspect approached from behind and struck
the manager multiple times with a closed fist. The suspect left the child in the stroller
while she assaulted the manager. The suspect was taken into custody. Additional stolen
items from other retail establishments were located. The suspect was a nanny for the
child and the child was returned to the custody of the parents. Mailiane Marie-Pierre
Agnimel, 23, was arrested for receiving stolen property, shoplifting and child endanger-
ment. Bail was set at $100,000.

CRIME WATCH
B Y  D A I L Y  P R E S S  S T A F F
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SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S SUDOKU

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S CROSSWORD

Med School
■ Q: In a recent survey, what por-
tion of Americans said they
believed people can be supernatu-
rally healed, according to the Barna
Group?
■ A: Two-thirds. One-quarter also
claimed to have experienced such
healing personally.

Curtain Calls
■ Zishe (Siegmund) Breitbart was a
famous circus performer touted as
the strongest man in the world. In
1925, during an exhibition, Breitbart
hammered a metal spike through a
one-inch-thick oak board using only
his bare hands. Unfortunately, the
rusty spike accidentally pierced his
knee as well, eventually resulting in
fatal blood poisoning. Breitbart was
32 years old.

ddrraaccoonniiaann

1. rigorous; unusually severe or cruel: Draconian forms of punishment.
2. (initial capital letter) of, relating to, or characteristic of the Athenian
statesman Draco, or his severe code of laws.

WORD UP!

WELL NEWS B Y S C O T T  L A F E E

Draw Date: 1/4

16  17  29  41  42
Power#: 4
Jackpot: 94M

Draw Date: 1/3

14  16  23  49  53
Mega#: 12
Jackpot: 117M

Draw Date: 1/4

11  15  20  38  47
Mega#: 16
Jackpot: 67M

Draw Date: 1/4

9  14  29  37  39

Draw Date: 1/4
MIDDAY: 8 6 1
Draw Date: 1/4
EVENING: 0 8 7

Draw Date: 1/4

1st: 06 Whirl Win
2nd: 02 Lucky Star
3rd: 10 Solid Gold
RACE TIME: 1:49.46

DAILY LOTTERY

Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the winning number information, mistakes can occur. In
the event of any discrepancies, California State laws and California Lottery regulations will prevail. Complete
game information and prize claiming instructions are available at California Lottery retailers. Visit the California
State Lottery web site at http://www.calottery.com

Sudoku
Fill in the blank 
cells using numbers 
1 to 9. Each number
can appear only once
in each row, column,
and 3x3 block. 
Use logic and process
of elimination to 
solve the puzzle.

MYSTERY PHOTO Matthew Hall matt@smdp.com

The first person who can correctly identify where this image was captured wins a prize from the
Santa Monica Daily Press. Send answers to editor@smdp.com. 
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Zack Hill By JOHN DEERING & JOHN NEWCOMBE

Dogs of C-Kennel

Strange Brew

Agnes By TONY COCHRAN

By JOHN DEERINGHeathcliff By PETER GALLAGHER

By MICK & MASON MASTROIANNI & JOHNNY HART

During this alignment of the sun and Pluto, if you take a risk that doesn’t wind up being embarrassing,
kudos. Of course, there’s good in humiliation, too. Once experienced, the fear of embarrassment loses
power, and you’re no longer concerned about what people think. A whole array of options opens up to the
right and the left of appropriateness. 

Sun and Pluto Meetup

ARIES (March 21-April 19)
Once you strip away the chaff of familiarity
and look at your daily life the way an outsider
might, there’s a real potential to do interesting
work and maybe even to elevate the ordinary
to the level of art.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
You know the right thing to say. You could tell
people what they wanted to hear, no sweat. But
it’s too easy, and it creates such a mild, forget-
table impression. That’s why you’ll dare to add
a dash more honesty. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 21)
When you know you’re being accepted you can
let go, have fun and be happy. It’s the same
with everyone, and it’s why your tolerant,
accepting attitude is actually helping the world
to be a happier place.  

CANCER (June 22-July 22)
In this boat of humanity on the rough seas of
life, everyone must row with the oar he has.
Drop your oar? Paddle with your hand. All
efforts are needed now, yours especially. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
One thing you don’t need to worry about is
what to say. Say little and do much and you’ll
be a wonderful surprise to someone, you’ll
earn the trust of many, you’ll make an excel-
lent impression on all. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
The gamblers know that even when you trust
the other players, you cut the cards. You’re
safe here. The precautions of protection may
be merely ritualistic at this point, and that
makes them more important, not less.  

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23)
It’s always prudent to know about procedures,
standards and guidelines before going into a
situation, but if you don’t know them, seek a
young teacher to show you the rules, or an old
one to show you the exceptions. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21)
You’re a person of principle, which is way bet-
ter than being an impulsive slave to immediate
gratification. However, before you go to battle
for an idea, make sure you’re absolutely clear
on what the idea really is.    

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
Jealousy is information your subconscious
mind gives to clue you into what you really
want. Envy is rocket fuel. Don’t waste it by
pointing it in any direction away from you. Put
it back in your own tank and aim yourself well. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
As for stirring up controversy -- anyone can
accidentally flub and say something silly or
unintentionally offensive. It takes a pro to do
this deliberately. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
Unfortunately, a lot of people are more con-
cerned with who gets the credit than they are
with getting things done. So, let them have the
credit. It’s worth it if they get out of the way of
your progress.  

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
The rag that gets the floor clean becomes
quite dirty, and so it goes. Perhaps you can’t
really make the mess go away, but you can
organize it in a manner that makes it much
more pleasing to experience.  

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY (Jan. 6)

The goal is more vivid than it’s ever been for you, and furthermore you have the sense that this
year the universe is on your side. While working in collaboration with powerful forces, the less you
do the better. In April, enjoy what you’ve built together. Love sweeps you into new circumstances
in March. Leo and Aries 5 adore you. Your lucky numbers are: 15, 42, 26, 7 and 9.   

office (310) 458-7737

DO YOU HAVE COMMUNITY NEWS?
Submit news releases to editor@smdp.com or by fax at (310) 576-9913

FILM REVIEW
HIDDEN FIGURES

Rated PG
127 Minutes
Released January 6th

Hidden Figures is the “Jimmy Stewart”
movie of the year. This true story is about
strength, perseverance and heroism against
all odds. Many of us are hungry for tales of
unassuming, doggedly persistent heroes suc-
ceeding in spite of almost insurmountable
odds, especially when we feel surrounded at
every turn by negative forces. The film is
beautifully edited - the rhythm of the narra-
tive never drags. It features magnificent per-
formances which allow you to become com-
pletely invested in each of the characters.

Margot Lee Shetterly wrote ‘Hidden
Figures: The American Dream and the
Untold Story of the Black Women
Mathematicians Who Helped Win the Space
Race.’ She has a unique perspective on this
particular history. She understands the cul-

ture at NASA-Langley Research Center - her
father worked as a research scientist there. A
black woman herself, she knows first-hand
the obstacles encountered around every
turn, by the women of this story. Shetterly
has worked in investment banking in New
York and has lived in Mexico, where she and
her husband founded an English language
magazine. In 2013 she founded The Human
Computer Project, an organization whose
mission is to archive the work of all of the
women who worked as “computers” and
mathematicians in the early days of NACA
and NASA. The book and the movie mate-
rialized out of this work.

Director Theodore Melfi, who gave us
last year’s poignant St. Vincent, was per-
fectly suited to guide this project. He is
able to bring out the innate warmth and
highlight the strength of each character.
Cinematographer Mandy Walker has done
a wonderful job giving a feeling of move-
ment to every scene even when the setting
is static. Editor Peter Teschner, who
worked with Melfi on St. Vincent, has

truly captured each character’s humanity,
at the same time giving rhythm to the
anticipation of a feat that mankind had
never before accomplished. One of the
greatest unlikely trios of composers ever
assembled - the inspirational Pharrell
Wiliams (also a producer on the project),
industry veteran Benjamin Walfisch and
legend Hans Zimmer, created the extraor-
dinary sound track.

Taraji P. Henson is unequivocally believ-
able as “Katherine Goble Johnson” (still
alive today at age 98). Johnson accom-
plished the seemingly impossible as a
young black woman in West Virginia. In
1933, she began attending West Virginia
State College and graduated summa cum
laude at 18 with degrees in math and
French. The movie shows why her intellect
became ground zero in the fledgling US
space program. Octavia Spencer as
“Dorothy Vaughn” exudes quiet insur-
mountable strength. Janelle Monae, the
musician/actress who shines in the film
Moonlight, aces the role of “Mary Jackson”.

Kevin Costner, Kirsten Dunst, Jim Parsons
and Mahershala Ali are excellent. Glen
Powell, though younger than John Glenn
actually was at the time, “gets” Glenn’s
essence.

It’s easy to see why Michelle Obama
chose to host a screening of this film at the
White House. Hidden Figures shows us
that there can be heroic action where you
least expect it. It’s the heroism in their
DNA that sets the strong apart from the
rest, no matter what background they come
from. Whether you are John Glenn or
Katherine Goble Johnson, your chance to
be a hero is “equal opportunity.”

I saw this movie two days after the death
of John Glenn. There were tears in my eyes.

KKAATTHHRRYYNN  WWHHIITTNNEEYY  BBOOOOLLEE  has spent most of
her life in the entertainment industry, which is
the backdrop for remarkable adventures with
extraordinary people.  She is a Talent Manager
with Studio Talent Group in Santa Monica.
kboole@gmail.com. For previously published
reviews see https://kwboole.wordpress.com
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING CONDITIONS: REGULAR RATE: $11.00 a day. Ads over 15 words add 75¢ per word per day. Ad must run a 
minimum of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra.
Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit after an ad has run more than once.
DEADLINES: 2:30 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 2:00 p.m. PAYMENT: All 
private party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our
offices 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, (310) 458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily
Press, P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406. OTHER RATES: For information about the professional services directory or classified 
display ads, please call our office at (310) 458-7737.

HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY  9:00am - 5:00pm     LOCATION 1640 5th Street, Suite 218, Santa Monica, CA 90401

(310)458-7737

CALL TODAY FOR SPECIAL MONTHLY RATES!
There is no more convincing medium than a DAILY local newspaper.

PREPAY YOUR AD TODAY!

Classifieds
$11.00 per day. Up to 15 words, 75 cents each additional word.
Call us today start and promoting your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 40,000.

YOUR AD COULD RUN TOMORROW!*

(310)458-7737
Some restrictions may apply. 

*Please call our Classified Sales Manager to reserve your ad space. Specific ad placement not guaranteed on classified ads. Ad must meet deadline requirements. See complete conditions below.

All classified liner ads are placed on our website for FREE! Check out www.smdp.com for more info.

CLASSIFICATIONS
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale

Furniture
Pets
Boats
Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos
Rent
Houses for Rent
Roommates
Commercial Lease

Real Estate
Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services

Computer Services
Attorney Services
Business Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness

Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals
Psychic
Obituaries
Tutoring

Prepay your ad today!

Try a little TENDERNESS
®

1-800-730-5964 ask for 44240HPS  |  www.OmahaSteaks.com/delight89

Get our world-famous, exquisitely tender Omaha Steaks® Filet

Mignons, Top Sirloins, and more. 100% guaranteed and delivered right

to their door, save 77% when you order the Family Gourmet Feast.

The Family Gourmet Feast
2 (5 oz.) Filet Mignons
2 (5 oz.) Top Sirloins
2 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops
4 Boneless Chicken Breasts (1 lb. pkg.)
4 (3 oz.) Kielbasa Sausages
4 (4 oz.) Omaha Steaks Burgers
12 oz. pkg. All-Beef Meatballs
4 (3 oz.) Potatoes au Gratin
4 (4 oz.) Caramel Apple Tartlets
Omaha Steaks Seasoning Packet (.33 oz.)

44240HPS Reg. $215.90  |  Now Only $4999

Limit 2 pkgs. at this price. Your 4 free sausages will be sent to each shipping address that includes the Family Gourmet Feast 44240. 

Standard S&H will be added per address. Not valid with other offers. All product, prices and sales are subject to Omaha Steaks, Inc. 

Terms of Use and Pricing Policy. Visit omahasteaks.com/terms-of-useOSI  Expires 1/31/17.  ©2016 OCG | 608B120 | Omaha Steaks, Inc.

PLUS, 4 more 

Kielbasa 
Sausages

FREE!

Announcements

VOLUNTEER DRIVERS NEEDED

The Disabled American Veterans (DAV)
A Non-Profit Organization serving 
California Veterans..  Needs dedicated 
Volunteer Drivers to transport Veterans 
to  the West Los Angeles V.A. Hospital
Vehicle and Gas is  provided.
For more information please contact 
Blas Barragán at (310) 478-3711 
Ext. 49062 or at (310) 268-3344.

Help Wanted
Asst. Project Manager

w/ BA & 2 yr exp reqd. LA, CA job. Send 
resume to Del Amo Construction, 23840 
Madison St, Torrance, CA 90505. (310) 
378-6203

For Rent
COSY 1BD/1BA Apt in Palisades.
Pet Friendly. (NOT on Sunset.) Treetop 
Views & Ocean Peek. QUIET, SAFE, 
PEACEFUL. Steps from GELSONS Market. 
Laminate floors. Window A/ C. On-Site 
Laundry & Manager. Covered PARKING 
spot. $2300/ mo. SPECIAL: 3rd Month 
FREE ! Contact Jeff: (310) 573-0150

Apartment Wanted
ROOM WANTED

Retired Physician’s Assistant seeks 
room in Santa Monica or will share 
home. Please call Joe at 310-871-3220.

Massage
BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Ex-
perience Tranquility & Free-
dom from Stress through 
Nurturing & Caring touch in a 
total healing environment. 
Lynda, LMT: 310-749-0621

YOUR OPINION MATTERS! SEND YOUR LETTERS TO • Santa Monica Daily Press • Attn. Editor: • 1640 5th Street, Suite 218 • Santa Monica, CA 90401 • editor@smdp.com

A D V E R T I S E !  
CALL US (310) 458-7737

C O M E B Y A N D H A V E O U R

C R A F T  C O F F E E  A N D  C O L D  B R E W

METROPOLISSM.COM
( 4 2 4 )  2 7 2  -  8 7 7 4S A N T A  M O N I C A

6 0 3  A R I Z O N A  A V E

ADVERTISE! CALL US (310) 458-7737
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W.I.SIMONSON
A Mercedes-Benz Dealer

WISIMONSON.net
17th and Wilshire Boulevard • Santa Monica • 800.784.7160
All advertised prices exclude government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document preparation charges and any emission testing charge. 
Ad expires 01/09/17 close of business.

2014 MERCEDES-BENZ

C250 .............................$24,491
Premium 1 Pkg, Navigation, Surround Sound LER307054

2014 MERCEDES-BENZ

E350 .............................$27,991
Dual Front AC, Premium 1 Pkf, Rear Cam, Moonroof TEA877253 

2014 MERCEDES-BENZ

C250 ............................$23,993
Multimedia Pkg, Moonroof, Rear Cam, Keyless LEG219180

2014 MERCEDES-BENZ

CLA 250 ....................$25,994
Sport Pkg, Premium Audio, Pwr Seat, Keyless LEN044478

2013 MERCEDES-BENZ

E350 .............................$25,681
Moonroof, Prm Audio, Dual Front AC, Spoiler SDA718054

2014 MERCEDES-BENZ

C250 .............................$23,981
Pwr Drv Seat, HK Sound, Rear Cam, AMG Wheels LEA958332

2014 MERCEDES-BENZ

C250 .............................$22,992
Low 22K Miles, P1 Pkg, Walnut Trim, HK Sound, iPod/MP3 EA926966

2014 MERCEDES-BENZ

C250 .............................$23,991
Walnut Wood Trim, Moonroof, Rear Cam, AMG Wheels LEA968132 

2014 MERCEDES-BENZ

C250 ............................$22,484
Premium Pkg, Dual Front AC, Moonroof, Prm Audio LEG243584

2013 MERCEDES-BENZ

C250 ............................$22,192
AMG Wheels, Premium Pkg, Htd Front Seats, Rear Cam DG003063

2014 MERCEDES-BENZ

C250 ............................$22,693
Low Miles, Sport Pkg, Htd Front Seats, Moonroof, Prm Audio ER315404

2013 MERCEDES-BENZ

C250 .............................$21,991
AMG Spoiler, Black Alloy Whls, Moonroof, Prm Audio LDR268183

2013 MERCEDES-BENZ

C250 .............................$21,991
Moonroof, Premium Audio, Dual Front AC, SPort Pkg DR284073

2014 MERCEDES-BENZ

C250 .............................$21,991
31 MPG Hwy, 6 CD/DVD, Moonroof, Prm Audio LER318457 

2014 MERCEDES-BENZ

CLA 250 .....................$29,481
Pano Sunroof, AMG Wheels, Navigation, Bi-Xenon Lts LEN046900

We have many Mercedes-Benz Certified Pre-Owned C-Class.
As well as a lot of other Mercedes-Benz Classes. So stop by our Classroom and see for yourself.
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