
Charges stem from July
16, 2003 Farmers’
Market incident

BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
AND JOHN WOOD
Daily Press Staff Writers

LOS ANGELES — Felony
manslaughter charges were filed
Monday against the elderly man
who killed 10 people when he
drove through the downtown
Farmers’ Market last July.

Santa Monica resident Russell

Weller, 87, was charged by the Los
Angeles District Attorney’s Office
with 10 counts of vehicular
manslaughter with gross negli-
gence. The case comes two weeks
after police concluded their five-
month investigation and turned the
case over to the DA.

Weller, who has remained
secluded in his home north of
Montana Avenue since the July 16
incident, must appear at the LAX
Courthouse for his initial court
appearance at 10:30 a.m. today,
His attorney, James Bianco, will
hold a press conference after the
arraignment. Weller’s bail has
been recommended by the DA at
$50,000.

Weller is charged in the deaths
of Theresa Bregalia, 50, of Bronx,
N.Y.; Brendon Esfahani, 7
months, of Los Angeles; Molok
Ghoulian, 62, of Los Angeles;
Gloria Gonzalez, 35, of Venice;
Movsha Hoffman, 78, of Santa
Monica; Leroy Lattier, 55, a Santa
Monica transient; Diana Mc-
Carthy, 41, of New York, N.Y.;
Kevin McCarthy, 50, of New
York, N.Y.; Cindy Valladares, 3, of
Los Angeles; and Lynne Ann
Weaver, 47, of Woodland Hills.
The victims were fatally struck
while shopping at the Farmers’
Market on Arizona Avenue after

Weller plowed through the crowd
in his Buick Le Sabre. Sixty-three
others were injured.

If convicted on all counts,
Weller faces a possible sentence
ranging from probation to 18 years

in state prison. Deputy District
Attorney Ann Rundle will prose-
cute the case.

Rundle will have to prove that
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QUOTE OF 
THE DAY

■ A TV station reported that a
state historical fund gave
$210,000 to a landlord to reno-
vate a building whose only tenant
happens to be a sex club for gay
men (Denver).
■ A 41-year-old California mayor
who was cited for having illegally
tinted car windows filed a com-
plaint against the ticketing officer
for continually referring to him as
"dude" (Arvin, Calif.).
■ Three 19-year-olds, who said
they were bored, allegedly
hacked into an Internet auction
account and bought $160 million
worth of goods (including indus-
trial machinery and airplanes) in
a two-hour period (Limburg,
Germany).

“For three days after death,
hair and fingernails

continue to grow but phone
calls taper off.”

– Johnny Carson

NEWS OF 
THE WEIRD
by Chuck Shepard 

L O OT T

FANTASY 5
34, 44, 30, 15, 7

DAILY 3
Afternoon picks: 8, 4, 7
Evening picks: 7, 2, 1
DAILY DERBY

1st Place: 01, Gold Rush
2nd Place: 05, California Classic
3rd Place: 10, Solid Gold

Race Time:  1:44.66

Features

THE UNDER $10 
DINNER SPECIAL

Served from 4pm - 10pm

1433 Wilshire Blvd at 15th St
310-394-1131

,

www.santamonicamusic.com

(310) 453-1928
1901 SANTA MONICA BLVD.

IN SANTA MONICA

Music Lessons...
It lasts a liftetime

Elderly driver charged with felony manslaughter

RUSSELL WELLER

Man holds up Citibank
First bank robbery of
year in Santa Monica

By Daily Press staff

DOWNTOWN — A Santa
Monica bank was robbed Monday
morning by a man who fled on
foot and remains at large.

Authorities described the sus-
pect as a male Hispanic with a
mustache in his late 30s, standing
5’6” tall and weighing 210
pounds. He wore a burgundy and
black sweater, and a white base-
ball cap with “BIB” printed on it
when he entered Citibank shortly
after 11 a.m.

“He presented a note to the
teller that said, ‘Give me all your
loose money. I have a gun. This is
a bank robbery. Thank you very
much,’” said FBI spokeswoman
Laura Bosley. “It was printed in
black ink on a piece of torn, white-
lined paper.”

It is the second time Citibank,
501 Santa Monica Blvd., has been
robbed in four months. 

Minutes after Monday’s rob-
bery, the bank was closed and
forensics officers from the Santa
Monica Police Department were
inside dusting for fingerprints,
while detectives interviewed bank
workers. Signs posted on the exte-
rior bank doors read, “Due to
unforeseen circumstances we will
be closed for a couple of hours.”

Officials did not disclose how
much money was taken in the rob-
bery, but said the suspect asked for
“loose money,” later directing the
teller to hand over $100 bills.

SMPD Lt. Frank Fabrega said
local police responded to the scene
within two minutes of being dis-
patched at 11:12 a.m.

John Wood/Daily Press
Santa Monica Police
Department forensics officer
Maria Navarro checks for fin-
gerprints at Citibank, 501 Santa
Monica Blvd., which was
robbed Monday morning.

Felon: ‘Not guilty’ of
firearm possession
Daily Press staff

LAX COURTHOUSE — The
man suspected by police for
allegedly killing a Santa Monica
teenager pleaded not guilty on
Monday to an unrelated felony
charge.

Arthur Archuletta, 21, will
stand trial Feb. 24 on one count of

being a felon in possession of a
firearm, with a prior conviction.
Archuletta was arrested by Santa
Monica police on Nov. 22 during a
routine traffic stop. Police found a
firearm in the car, which
Archuletta was a passenger in. A
crime analysis recently found that

31st STREET — Looking for
a career as a professional Lego
builder?

Well, the chance to be discov-
ered in Santa Monica has passed.

But not for Stephen Lau. Lau,
21, was among some 100 enthu-
siasts who came to Santa Monica
on Monday to apply for an open-
ing as a model builder at
Legoland in Carlsbad. Each
builder was given a tub filled
with 2,000 Legos and told to con-
struct an animal of their choosing
in 45 minutes or less.

“It’s an opportunity for me,”
said Lau, an accounting student
at the University of Southern
California. “I’ve always been
playing with these as a kid. And I
kind of watched it evolve from
playing into tools.”

Lau wasn’t alone. Organizers
for the “Master Model Builder

The lure of the Lego

John Wood/Daily Press
Stephen Lau builds an animal
out of Legos. More than 100
enthusiasts vying for an open-
ing at Legoland were given
2,000 Legos and 45 minutes on
Monday — and told to create.

See WELLER, page 4

See ROBBERY, page 4

See LEGO, page 5 See FELON, page 4
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HOROSCOPE

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
★★★★ Feel free to do whatever you need to

do in order to clear the air with a loved one or a
child. Aproject finally moves off the back burner, to
your relief. You accomplish much more of what you
like. Ignore a touch of chaos. Tonight: A must show.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
★★★★★ You could be in the mood for

more fun at work, and that is exactly what you
will get if you let go and enjoy. Finally, others
seem ready to work with you. Give them the
space to back down from their positions grace-
fully. Tonight: Discuss vacation plans.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
★★★★★ Celebrate as Mercury goes

direct, though you might still see some of its
recent withholding or chaotic impact. Kick back
and watch what goes down. Your ability to under-
stand a loved one or even an associate comes
through. Tonight: Let the good times happen.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
★★★★ If you want, you will find some-

one who understands more of your needs right
now — finally. Trust your financial instincts, as
you will be able to make a firm decision in the
next few days. You will start feeling more
together — if not today, then soon. Tonight:
Accept an invitation out.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
★★★★★ You have a good time wherever

you are, doing whatever you want. Listen to feed-
back from a friend who could easily reverse his or
her opinion. A relationship will straighten out soon-
er rather than later. Tonight: Let others seek you out.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
★★★★★ Follow through on what you

have wanted. Partners and friends start falling
into place, returning to the way they were sever-
al weeks ago. Don’t make a big deal out of any
of this. Instead, enjoy what is happening.
Tonight: Trust that what is going down is for the
good, because it is.

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS

The stars show the kind of day you’ll have: 

★★★★★ -Dynamic  ★★★★ -Positive  ★★★ -Average  
★★ -So-so  ★ -Difficult

The doors have opened, Taurus

ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
★★★ A serious conversation is long over-

due, and it might happen as soon as tonight. In
the meantime, start being aware of how much
you are contributing to a situation. Do your best
to clear out work. Tonight: You finally enjoy
yourself at home. Put your feet up.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
★★★★★ Finally, someone will start

speaking his or her mind and share his or her
feelings about what is going on. Stay open, even
if chaos breaks out, as you will see solutions
appear. You might want to discuss a topic you
have been putting off. Tonight: Know that final-
ly the doors have opened.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★ Your ruler goes direct today in your

opposite sign. If you would like, a partner seems
more amenable to a discussion later in the after-
noon. Mend bridges rather than letting your pride
interfere. Caring will flow on a deep level.
Tonight: Buy a card for a loved one.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
★★★★ The Moon in your sign gives you

that extra oomph you might need. You could be
shocked by what someone says to you. Don’t be;
it is about him or her, not you. Remember that,
and let a personal exchange begin. Tonight: The
world is your oyster — finally.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
★★★★ You finally see a difference in what

happens at work. Suddenly people are more cooper-
ative. Now you can start planning a longtime objec-
tive, both personally and professionally. Caring
seems to exude from you. Tonight: Mellow out.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
★★★★ Your ability to be understanding

could make a big difference right now. You
might feel overwhelmed by what is going on.
With your ruler going direct, you find that others
work better with you. Keep smiling; pinch your-
self. Tonight: Follow your friends.

TThhee  DDaaiillyy  HHoorroossccooppee  iiss  ssppoonnssoorreedd  bbyy::
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Come in and pamper yourself
Winter Day Spa Package

Haircut
(Consultation, shampoo,

conditioning, cut & blow-dry)
Manicure/Pedicure

(A full-service luxurious treatment)
Massage

(A full hour of Relaxation Therapy)

a $165 value for only

$99
Great Stocking Stuffer

or purchase an Off The
Top Gift Card in any

denomination you choose.

1418 Main St.,
Santa Monica

(310) 452-8985

offer ends Feb. 29th

with our

Lower Rates & Best Service to Your Destination.

24 Hours Door-to-Door Shuttle Service

COAST SHUTTLE

(800) 449-8267
V  A  N  S

www.coastshuttle.com

Shuttles to All Airports, Piers, & Amusement Parks.
Over 16 Years Experience

TO or FROM
Santa Monica to LAX - $14

Venice to LAX - $12

GRAND

OPENIN
G!

“Come and see our NEW look”
NOW OPEN

ADULT
HAIRCUT

Shampoo &
Precision Cut

$995

COLOR
Shampoo & 

Quality Color

$500
OFF

Min. $39 & UpLong Hair Extra

Santa Monica
2461D Santa Monica Blvd.

(Next to Sav-on Drugs)

310-453-5103

Sav-on 
Drugs

M-F: 9am-8pm  Sat: 9am-6pm  Sun: 10am-5pm

Fantastic
Sams 26

th
 S

t.

Santa Monica Blvd.

State of the Heart Fitness offers:

■ *4-Week “Way to Wellness” program

■ Personal Training

■ Exercise Classes

■ Life Coaching

■ Health & Wellness Education

Have Fun Getting FIT By the BEACH
Feel Better…Lose Weight…Improve your Health!

Located at the Loews Santa Monica Beach Hotel
310-842-5657 • www.globalfitnesssolutionsonline.com

*Inquire about our Way to Wellness program, Exercise, Eating & Stress Management…
all in one great program!
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The surf will be small today, mainly leftover WNW swell
and a touch of new NW swell. Most spots stay below the
waist-high mark. 

OUTLOOK: Look for the surf to stay very small into
Wednesday morning, before starting a slow pick-up by the
afternoon.

Write us at wood@smdp.com and tell us what the surf is
doing today at your local break.

Today the
water Is:

55º

LOW TIDE HIGH TIDE
Morning Height Evening Height Morning Height Evening Height

WEDNESDAY 11:24 1.6 10:19 1.7 4:31 4.8 4:56 3.2

THURSDAY 12:24pm 0.9 11:04pm 2.1 5:07 5.0 6:24 3.0

FRIDAY 1:08pm 0.4 11:46pm 2.3 5:42 5.2 7:27 3.2

SATURDAY 1:44pm 0.0 N/A N/A 6:15 5.5 8:14 3.3

SUNDAY 12:25 2.5 2:18 -0.3 6:47 5.7 8:52 3.4

MONDAY 1:01 5.0 2:50 -0.6 7:19 5.8 9:25 3.4 

Sunrise: 7:01 a.m.
Sunset: 5:01 p.m.

The Surf Report is sponsored by:

During an interview with the Daily
Press, Santa Monica Mayor Richard
Bloom outlined his top priorities in
2004 for Santa Monica. Among them
are reducing gunfire in an eastside
neighborhood, increasing arts in the city
and helping the school district get finan-
cially stable.

Because politicians serve as con-
stituents for the voters who live here, it
might be beneficial for elected leaders to

know what residents think should be the
priorities this year.

So this week, Q-Line wants to
know, “What should officials focus on
this year as their top priorities?”

Call (310) 285-8106 with your
response before Thursday at 5 p.m. We’ll
print them in Friday’s paper. Please limit
your comments to a minute or less. It
might help to think first about the word-
ing of your response.

ALL FORMS • ALL TYPES • ALL STATES

SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA
(310) 395-9922

429 Santa Monica Blvd. Ste. 710
Santa Monica 90401

BACK/UNFILED
TAXES?

BLACK BELT ACADEMY TAEKWONDO SELF DEFENSE
FOR KIDS, MEN AND WOMEN

FREE 30 DAY 
TRIAL MEMBERSHIP!
A $100 VALUE

Experience the Difference ...

King’s Celebrity
Martial Arts

4 TIME WORLD CHAMPION
ATA CERTIFIED

2110 Wilshire Blvd. in Santa Monica • 310-828-2779

Roast  Beef
Sandwich

8 ttaaxx  iinncclluuddeedd

includes:
Pickles  or  coleslaw,
french  fries  or  salad

and  drink

The Tastiest Hawaiian Sandwiches

111199  BBrrooaaddwwaayy,,  SSaannttaa  MMoonniiccaa
331100..339944..00110000

OOppeenn
DDaaiillyy  ffrroomm
1111  aa..mm..  ttoo
1100  pp..mm..

Today’s Special: Store Hours:

COMMUNITY BRIEFS
Judge to hand down MLK celebration
By Daily Press staff

A high ranking judge who specializes in resolving disputes will lead the celebra-
tion of the life of the man who was killed trying to end them.

U.S. Appellate Court Judge Dorothy W. Nelson — winner of the American Bar
Association’s award for outstanding contribution to dispute resolution — will be the
keynote speaker at the celebration of the birthday of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. on Jan. 19 at the First United Methodist Church, 1008 11th St., Santa
Monica.

The free event, which has become one of the largest celebrations of its kind in
Southern California, is scheduled for 9 a.m. The event is coordinated by the Martin
Luther King, Jr. Westside Coalition, a nonprofit coalition whose missions are con-
sistent with King’s legacy. It is co-sponsored by Santa Monica College, the city of
Santa Monica, and the SMC Associates.

The multi-ethnic, interfaith program also will include inspirational readings,
music and presentations of scholarships to those involved in the community.
Immediately following the program will be a community involvement fair with
informational booths by local organizations and refreshments.

Nelson, a senior judge of the U.S. Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals, was appoint-
ed to the position by President Carter in 1979. In 2000 she won the ABA’s
D’Alemberte/Raven Award for Outstanding Contribution to Dispute Resolution.

Nelson is active in a wide range of legal, judicial and law school organizations,
and has served on several presidential commissions, including the White House
Conference on Children. She served as dean of the USC Law Center, where she
established a dispute resolution center in 1967. Nelson received her bachelor’s and
law degrees from UCLA and an advanced law degree from USC’s Law Center.

Playhouse campaign full of acts
By Daily Press staff

The financially struggling Santa Monica Playhouse is going solo this month.
As part of the “Save-the-Playhouse benefit series,” the theater presents the world

premiere of Clare and Tom: One Woman Show!
The play is described as a positive, surreal, and silly look at growing up, finding

yourself and being in relationships. The show opens Friday, Jan. 23 at 8 p.m. Clare
and Tom marks the fifth Playhouse collaboration with comedian Tom Konkle, a
founding member of the acclaimed comedy troupe, Lester McFwap.

In this solo outing, Konkle teams up with fellow funny-meistre and co-author
Clare Salstrom in a semi-spoof of the one-woman show. Ably aided and abetted by
director Michael Neill, Clare and Tom: A One Woman Show!,  journeys through a
progression of visuals and parables that are said to entertain all audiences.

Clare Salstrom was a California arts scholar, and received her BA from UCLA’s
School of Theatre, Filmand Television. She has performed with various theatre
ensembles in LA, including a recent stint with Buffalo Nights in the play “JB.” On
television, she has appeared on “Providence” and “7th Heaven,” and most recently
in the film “The Advanced Guard.”

Konkle got his undergraduate degree from American University’s School of
Theatre and Film in Washington D.C. He also studied at the London Academy of
Music and Dramatic Art (LAMDA).

Director Neill received his BFA in theatre from Southern Methodist University
before receiving a graduate diploma in acting from the Central School of Speech
and Drama in London. 

The show plays for three weeks only, Fridays and Saturdays, Jan. 23-24, Jan. 30-
31 and Feb. 6-7 at 8 p.m. All seats are a $15 donation with proceeds going to the
“Santa Monica Playhouse Save The Playhouse Campaign.” Reservations are neces-
sary. For more information about the show or the campaign, visit
SantaMonicaPlayhouse.com.

Santa Monica Playhouse, celebrating its 41st year of service to the community,
is located at 1211 Fourth St.
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Tragedy has taken toll on the Weller family
Weller’s behavior was aggravated, reckless
or flagrant to prove gross negligence.
Without gross negligence, vehicular
manslaughter is a misdemeanor and carries a
maximum sentence of four years in prison. In
California, a finding of negligence depends
on what a “reasonable” person would do.

Weller’s fate has been the subject of
much debate within the community over
the past six months. Public sentiment has
run both ends of the spectrum — that he
should be charged to the fullest extent of
the law to it was a tragic accident and
Weller should be cleared of all charges. 

Santa Monica residents Paul
Pentheroudakis, 36, and Nicole Katof, 34,
who were walking down Arizona Avenue
Monday evening next to where Weller’s
car entered the busy market, said the situ-
ation was tragic but charging Weller was
the wrong thing to do.

“I don’t know all the facts in the case,
but my instinct is he should not be prose-
cuted,”  Pentheroudakis said. 

Katof agreed, adding, “The govern-
ment should make better regulations as far
as seniors’ ability to drive.”

Resident Jonathan Chapman, 22, dis-
agreed. Chapman, a 1999 Samohi graduate
who drives elderly people to and from their
homes, activities and errands, said someone
needs to be held responsible for the accident.

“Either him or the person taking care of
him in one way or another should have know
that he wasn’t fit to drive,” Chapman said.

But now it’s up to the court to seal
Weller’s fate. 

“The district attorney’s office strongly
believes that this tragic incident should be
addressed in the courtroom,” said DA
spokeswoman Sandi Gibbons. 

After a lengthy investigation, the Santa
Monica Police Department determined that
Weller was traveling at an unsafe speed — a
violation of California penal code — and the
primary cause of the accident. The California
Highway Patrol and the SMPD submitted a
917-page report to the DA’s office on Dec.

17 and recommended manslaughter charges.
Police also attribute Weller’s medical

condition of reduced mobility as a con-
tributing factor of the accident. That may
be why Weller didn’t stop when he initial-
ly rear-ended a Mercedes Benz at the
intersection of Fourth Street and Arizona
Avenue before he accelerated 245 feet
into the market’s entrance.

Police say it appears as though Weller hit
the gas pedal instead of the brake when his
vehicle hit the left rear of the Mercedes,
which was attempting to make a right turn
onto northbound Fourth Street from
Arizona Avenue. The Mercedes, driven by
an unidentified female, was waiting for a
pedestrian to cross the street when she was
struck from behind by Weller.

After the collision, Weller pushed the
Mercedes out of the way and into crosswalk.
According to witnesses, Weller accelerated
rapidly toward the market and struck a
pedestrian standing on crutches near the
“road closed” sign where the market begins.

Of the more than 200 witnesses inter-
viewed, no one saw the Buick’s brake
lights illuminate in the 1,000 feet Weller
traveled. The Buick stopped as a result of
rolling friction and objects trapped beneath
the car, including a body, the final fatality.
There were more than 100 separate colli-
sions during the incident, police said.

The two-and-a-half block stretch where
Weller drove at high speeds looked a like a
war zone — debris strewn everywhere,
bodies lying in the middle of the street,
people screaming, emergency workers
frantically responding and helicopters
swooping onto Wilshire Boulevard, taking
the injured to area hospitals.

Victims and their family members have
hired lawyers and are preparing for civil
battles. They plan to pursue Weller and the
city of Santa Monica for compensation.
Legal experts have speculated that City
Hall will become a target for much of the
liability as the assets of Weller, a retired
wholesale grocer, will easily be exhausted.

More than 28 claims have been filed

against City Hall by victims and their fam-
ilies. For City Hall to be found liable for
the accident, it will have to be proven that
a “dangerous condition of public property”
existed when Weller’s car entered the mar-
ket that was closed off by a wooden sign,
and that officials either knew or should
have known about the potential danger.
The twice-weekly market is now barricad-
ed at both ends with large trucks.

With Weller’s future uncertain, neigh-
bor Mary Roney, who visits the Wellers

several times each week, said the accident
has taken a toll on the family. Weller’s
health has reportedly deteriorated since
the incident.

“The whole family is devastated,” said
Roney. “It’s taken it out of the couple’s
health. It’s never far from their mind.

“Russ is still his wonderful self,” she
added. “The kindness is still there, the
love of humanity is still there — but the
vitality and enthusiasm for everyday life
isn’t.”

WELLER, from page 1

Bank robber still at large
Citibank also was robbed in

September, allegedly by Darwin Craig
Stanley, 45, known as the “Both Hands
Bandit” because he used both hands to
hold his demand notes. Stanley was
arrested late last year in Modesto. Despite
that he allegedly robbed dozens of banks,
Bosley said Stanley hasn’t been charged
for bank robbery and instead is being tried
for a string of commercial robberies
authorities think he committed. 

Shortly after the robbery Monday,
workers in the Citibank building, cus-
tomers and others nearby said the incident
happened so quickly they didn’t realize
what had happened. 

“I saw the cops looking around while I
was looking for something to eat,” said
Richard Caldwell, who was repairing the
elevator shaft in the parking structure
behind the bank. “They didn’t have any-
body (in custody).”

— John Wood

ROBBERY, from page 1

SM man faces second
felony strike if convicted
Archuletta’s fingerprints were on the gun,
police said. 

But the weapon is not linked to the Sept. 2
murder of 19-year-old Jalonnie Carter, which
Archuletta was arrested for but never charged.
Nearly a week after his arrest for second-degree
murder, the DA’s office didn’t file the case
against Archuletta due to insufficient evidence.

Carter, whom Archuletta knew, was
gunned down in an alley east of 20th
Street. Archuletta remains a suspect in the
investigation, which is ongoing, said

SMPD Lt. Frank Fabrega.
If convicted, the firearm possession

charge would be Archuletta’s second
felony, which carries a stiffer penalty. DA
spokeswoman Sandi Gibbons said if con-
victed, Archuletta must serve a minimum of
85 percent of his sentence. 

Archuletta, who was first convicted in Marin
County in 2002 for attempting to smuggle a
controlled substance into a jail, was paroled
from a minimum security prison this past July,
according to the Department of Corrections.

— Carolyn Sackariason

FELON, from page 1

S ta r t i ng  a t  
$46 .95 /mo!

always on,
always fast

each account includes:
• 24/7 Internet connection
• 7 days/week tech support
• 6MB personal web space
• free local dial-up acct 
• 2 IP addresses
• over 4000 worldwide dial-up 
locations for laptop users who 
travel. (a metered service).

786k to 7.1M Now Available 

p re -qua l i f y  on l i ne  a t  www.LABr idge . com
or  ca l l  310 .228 .3626  x3
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Panini Party Platters • Weekly Specials • Everything Fresh & Made to Order
Order Online at: www.paninigarden.com • Dine-In Garden Patio • We Deliver

Open Daily from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.
2715 Main Street • Santa Monica • (310) 399-9939 • Fax (310) 314-2634

Come In & Experience 

Our Grilled or Cold Panini

Sandwiches & Superb Salads 

1434 Fourth St. 
Santa Monica
(parking in rear)

M & M & AA TOBACCO & GIFTS

$25.39
Marlboro, Camel,
Newport, & Kool

Chesterfield Box

310.393.9592

$29.99
$29.99

$27.99

All Style
w/ COUPON
Exp. 12/31/03

Marlboro Blend 27

w/ COUPON Exp. 12/31/03
w/ COUPON
Exp. 12/31/03

Camel: Lights, Royal & Gold

$25.39

Buy 1 for:
Buy 2 for:

Marlboro Medium
(Box + 100)

w/ COUPON Exp. 12/31/03

+ tax

+ tax

$23.10 + tax

w/ COUPON
Exp. 12/31/03

$1OFF
On All Other

Brands

Busy Bee Hardware
“THE HEALTHY HARDWARE STORE”

Serving Santa Monica since 1914

SPECIALIZING IN:

• Juicers & Health Books

• Water Filters

• Radon Testers

1521 Santa Monica Boulevard • 310-395-1158
Located between 15th & 16th St.on the Northside of SM Blvd.

836
1599

KEYS CUT FOR 75¢ 
Buy 2 and the third one is on us!

ACE® Brand
Comfort Grip Flashlight

ACE® Brand
Propane Fuel Cylinder

249
ACE® Brand
15’ Extension Cord

Legoland lovers search for
employment and enjoyment
Search,” which has been through nine
U.S. cities and makes its last stop in
Orange County on Wednesday, said more
than 400 people pre-registered for the ini-
tial “interview” nationwide and many
more have simply dropped in.

“It’s free. It’s a job interview — if you
think you’ve got the stuff and this is what
you want to do,” said Francine Marseille,
a spokeswoman for the Art Institute of
California on 31st Street, where
Monday’s contest was held.

The designer ultimately chosen by
Lego officials will join an elite team of six
in charge of creating, designing and main-
taining the more than 5,000 Lego models
at the park in Carlsbad. Those models
range from miniature people made up of
only a dozen pieces to whole cities that
are built out of more than a million. Some
take four months or longer to build.

Stacy Slingerland, a spokeswoman for
Legoland, said the next addition to the
team will start at $13 to $15 an hour, but
will be eligible for better-paying promo-
tions. Many a builder have made a career
out of playing with Legos, she added.

“For most people trying out, it’s not
about the money,” Slingerland said. “It’s
about having the dream job ... but some
builders that have been there a while do

make good money.”
Eighty percent of Legoland models are

done freehand, using a specialized “Lego
brick paper,” designed like graph paper
but tailored for Legos. The other 20 per-
cent are designed with computers, using
custom programs not available to the pub-
lic. New hires start their jobs gluing
together models and can move their way
up to become a model builder, model
designer and, ultimately, a supervisor,
Slingerland said.

Dan Bennett, 28, who started as a Lego
designer six years ago in the U.K., was
among those judging the hopeful builders.
Asked what he was looking for in the
applicants, Bennett said, “Structure is a
very important part of it — and comply-
ing to the theme. It’s imagination as well.
We like to see an element of humor.”

Bennett said the judges were less con-
cerned with color coordination and more
with the applicant’s ability to make three-
dimensional figures out of blocks. He said
model designers and builders come from
a wide variety of backgrounds, but they
all have one thing in common — they
love Legos.

“It’s great,” said Bennett, who has a
degree in art design. “You get a chance to
play around with bricks all day.”

LEGO, from page 1

Has an ‘E-dition!’
Home delivery by E-mail

Check the day’s headlines, news stories, 
classifieds, comics, horoscopes and ads 

all before you leave the house!

For more information, please call: 310.458.Press (7737) 
or sign up on our Web site @ www.smdp.com

FREE SUBSCRIPTIONS AVAILABLE!

SSanta anta MMonica onica DDailyaily PPressress
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LETTERS
Stop the madness now
Editor:

In this new year we need to stop complaining about the homeless and even about
the hapless and ineffectual Santa Monica City Council, and help get legislation
enacted that makes panhandling and loitering (sleeping in parks, in doorways and
other public property) against the law. Violators of panhandling and loitering should
be taken to facilities where their problems of unemployment, drug and/or alcohol
addiction or mental illness can be properly treated. Palming small change and dol-
lar bills and free meals in the park only help facilitate a lifestyle that should be reme-
died, not encouraged. And while we cease our complaining about the homeless, we
should silence the complaining by the homeless. A start would be for the SMDP to
stop wasting paper and ink on one homeless careerist, Charles Springer. 

Sunny Kreis 
Santa Monica

A few resolutions to get the city and state in a healthy place

A “New Year’s resolutions” column
may seem gimmicky. But New Year’s res-
olutions and bestowed wishes are a
healthy way to crystallize our thoughts,
and express our best hopes for others and
ourselves.

■ To the Santa Monica Chamber of
Commerce, I wish for a healthy economy,
booked hotels, adequate parking for mul-
titudes to “shop Santa Monica,” and
increased respect for our Main Street mer-
chants. I hope the organization will
resolve to run reasonable minded candi-
dates and respectable campaigns, and to
build bridges with its political opponents
rather than merely serve as City Hall’s
“agitators-in-chief.” 

■ To Santa Monicans for Renters
Rights (SMRR), I wish for a healthy can-
vass, increased membership, a clear direc-

tion, and a campaign next fall that reflects
the changing times. I hope the organiza-
tion will resolve to go beyond its habitual
practices and spend considerable
resources educating the “Costa-Hawkins
generation.” In other words, SMRR
should actively reach out to young profes-
sionals and those under 50. The difference
between 5-2 and 3-4 the other way on the
City Council could be a slim electoral
reality if the “same old, same old” is the
norm. Want a good theme? Here it is:
“New SMRR, New Generation.”

■ To the people of Santa Monica, I
wish for sound public safety and respon-
sive city government, a balanced city
budget, and a quality education for your
children. I hope my fellow residents will
resolve to thank their lucky stars they live
in this incredible city, and begin vocaliz-
ing their appreciation more for what
works in this city, and less for what does-
n’t. Judging from letters to the editor in
our local papers, I would think I was liv-
ing in an oppressive, run-down shanty-
town.

■ To our State Legislature, I wish for
wisdom, selflessness and political

courage. Why on earth did you acqui-
esce to repealing the law granting
undocumented residents driver’s licens-
es? Did anybody bother to tell the public
that until 1994, it was already legal for
undocumenteds to obtain them? Did
anybody bother to consider that thou-
sands of undocumented residents are
going to drive anyway, so we might as
well insure that they meet state stan-
dards, and that their cars be smog
checked? Terrorism? Please. You think
obtaining a driver’s license is an “evil-
doer’s” only way to hurt us? 

Also, why on earth did you give in so
easily on the vehicle license fee? Did any-
body bother to remind the public that it’s
tax deductible for business expenses? I
hope the State Legislature will resolve to
show some guts, stand up to this governor
when he’s wrong and work with him
when he’s right. 

Oh, and it would be nice if state gov-
ernment would start respecting communi-
ty colleges. It is despicable how SMC and
others throughout the state are underval-
ued by the elitists in government and
higher education. Straighten up your act,
Sacramento.

■ To Governor Schwarzenegger and
President Bush ... oh, why bother. No mat-
ter what you do, the public seems to give
you a free pass.

■ Finally, myself. Despite some parti-
san stands and affiliations, I resolve to be
as much of a bridge builder as I can be,
especially in our local political communi-
ty. On occasion I hold strong opinions and
have reinforced some polarizing views.
You might see more in 2004, but I resolve
to do better. This town is a perpetual polit-
ical tinderbox. But for the good of the city,
we must come together to find points of
agreement. Please e-mail me using the
address below. Let’s begin a dialogue that
will lead to creative ideas and means by
which we can bring factions together.
Also, please e-mail me examples of what
you feel WORKS in Santa Monica.

(Todd Flora is a government relations
professional with a statewide children’s
network. A six-year resident of Santa
Monica, Todd is active in Heal the Bay,
the Democratic Party, and the living wage
movement in Santa Monica. To respond or
reach Todd, e-mail him at: reformadvo-
cate@yahoo.com).

THE FLORA
FILES

By Todd Flora

Opinions expressed are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is our
intention to publish all letters we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to sack@smdp.com. All letters must include the author’s name and telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters
also may be mailed to our offices located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Suite 202, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content.

Santa Monica Daily Press now at newsstands
around the city!

Readers and customers can now find the Daily Press in permanent newsstands at these locations:

• 17th Street and Montana Avenue

• 14th Street and Montana Avenue

• Montana Avenue, between 14th-15th

Streets

• 7th Street and Montana Avenue

• 3rd Street and Wilshire Boulevard

• Ocean Avenue and Wilshire Boulevard

• Wilshire Boulevard, between 22nd-23rd

Streets

• 14th and Santa Monica Boulevard

• Wilshire Boulevard and Lincoln

Boulevard

• Colorado Boulevard and 3rd Street

• Santa Monica Courthouse

• Arizona Avenue and Second Street

• Arizona Avenue and Fifth Street

• Three newsstands at the intersection 

of Arizona Avenue and Fourth Street

• Broadway and Lincoln Boulevard

• Broadway and 10th Street

• Colorado Avenue and Second Street

• Santa Monica Boulevard and Lincoln

Boulevard

• Lincoln Boulevard and Broadway Avenue

• Lincoln Boulevard and Pico Boulevard

• Lincoln Boulevard and Strand 

• Two newsstands at the intersection of 

Lincoln Boulevard and Raymond 

• Main Street and Kinney 

• Main Street and Strand 

• Main Street and Ocean Park

• Main Street and Ashland

• Montana Avenue and Lincoln Boulevard 

• Montana Avenue and Euclid Street

• Montana Avenue and 16th Street

Watch for future newsstands at 
a location near you!
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In the movie “Moonlight Mile,” there
is a scene where Susan Sarandon
explains to Jake Gyllenhaal how she and
her husband (played by Dustin Hoffman)
love each other. Her explanation comes
after she and Hoffman have just had an
argument.   

To paraphrase, Sarandon says that
every night, for 31 years, she knows that
when she gets into bed and slides her
bum up against Ben (Hoffman) that his
warm body will embrace hers and calm
her. “You find your home,” she says. 

My husband and I left our home in
Toronto last summer and moved to Santa
Monica. Tears were shared with family
and friends when we said our good-byes,
but my dream of living in sunny
California where tall palm trees line the
streets and winter boots are unheard of
was becoming a reality. We didn’t look
back.

Our first outing was last summer’s
Pacific Palisades July 4th parade. We fig-
ured it was a must-see because communi-
ty members had placed their chairs —
some even roped un-moveable — along
the Sunset Boulevard sidewalks the night
beforehand. 

While standing in the sweltering after-
noon heat watching the parade, we were
struck by the overwhelming participation
— and patriotism. Holding American
flags high above their heads, families and
seniors sat front row while young

teenagers ran in sync with parade
marchers. 

Awkward-looking parents skipped
alongside their costumed children play-
ing instruments. It wasn’t because the
parents were proud but rather to spray
water on their offsprings’ faces and necks
for hydration. Most vendors sold every-
thing from balloons to stuffed animals
and nothing that wasn’t striped red, white
and blue.

I recently read the novel “Martin
Sloane,” written by
Canadian author Mich-
ael Redhill, where the
characters struggle
within themselves and
their environment when
trying to accept who,
what and where honest-
ly makes them happy. They run to and
from the people they love and who love
them, which leads to inner conflict and
their true feeling of home.

Moving boxes emptied, cable man
long gone and our paintings hanging on
the walls, I drove our rented car to the
grocery store with a long shopping list to
stock our fridge and cupboards. When I
got there, I circled the block twice then
slowly drove home without ever going
in. 

Add a passport and 2,531 miles, and
the move to California wasn’t any differ-
ent than the many moves I had made

across Canada over the past 10 years. But
if for some strange reason I fainted in the
vegetable aisle, would anyone run to my
aid? My wallet contained foreign identi-
fication, a Toronto parking ticket I had
never gotten around to paying and dated
business cards. And if someone actually
asked if they could help me home, what
was my address again?

I called my mother who lives in
Canada, just a short drive from the
Atlantic Ocean. She encouraged me to go

back to the store where
I had had a nice con-
versation with a
woman from whom I
had bought a bath mat.
She had recently
moved to California
from New York. To

seem less like a stalker, I returned about
a week later. Probably going against
everything her parents had advised about
not talking to strangers, she said “yes”
when I invited her for coffee.

I had two inches cut off my hair and
the mousy-colored roots dyed a
California blonde. I took my husband to
the sushi restaurant recommended by my
hairdresser. 

Even after ordering a tall coffee with
half breakfast blend and half decaf during
morning rush hour, I was recently pro-
moted to “Starbucks regular” when they
asked me my name — and not for label-

ing my coffee!
Drenched in sweat during my first

Californian level-one-and-two yoga
class, the instructor smiled gently and
suggested I lose the thick east-coast
sweats for fabrics a little more forgiving. 

I witnessed my first “LA moment”
when I walked passed a parking lot and
overheard a woman ask the parking
attendant if she could pay later because
she just had a manicure. Then I got my
nails done too.

Sarandon further explained to
Gyllenhaal: “It may not be what you
thought, you know colors off, styles
wrong, but there it is anyway and the hell
with you if you can’t take a joke. You
find your home. Ben’s (Hoffman’s)
mine.” 

Not a day goes by when my husband
and I don’t kiss good morning and kiss
good night. That brings me home. 

The other day I was asked to show my
ID while buying a bottle of chardonnay at
the liquor store. Although I wanted to
jump across the counter and kiss the man
behind the cash register, I smiled instead
and gave him my Canadian driver’s
license that revealed my birth date —
1971. 

I decided then that Santa Monica had
become home.  

(Amy Perritt is gladly a resident of
Santa Monica and has found her home).

Santa Monica has become home for a Canadian transplant

Guest 
Commentary

By Amy Perritt

Infringe on this: It’s the end of the world as we know it

This year for the Christmas holidays
we took a road trip. We went to Lake
Tahoe, then across the Nevada desert to
Salt Lake City. It’s about an 18-hour drive
total, but when you break it up with a cou-
ple of days of skiing in Tahoe, it doesn’t
hurt quite so much. On that long drive, we
decided to do something different. We lis-
tened to a book that we downloaded to an
iPod, from Audible.com after purchasing
it. This electronic version of a book sits on
the hard drive, ready to be played just like
the latest pop hit.

This provoked an interesting discus-
sion about copyrights and the nature of
works of intellectual property. The field of
intellectual property covers the subject
areas of copyrights, trade and service-
marks, and patents. It is a field of law that
is populated with very bookish, quiet
lawyers — people who spend their lives
ruminating over minute details and decid-
ing if they infringe on the rights of their
client.

A copyright is the right an author of a
work of intellectual property has to a roy-
alty for the copying, playing, or usage of
their creation. It applies to authors of
books, music, plays, movies and comput-
er software. A trademark or servicemark
applies to a brand name or phrase. Patents
are ownership rights granted to a designer
or inventor. All lawyers can handle copy-
right and trademark work, but patents
require special lawyers. Patent lawyers
are members of a special patent bar and
generally they are engineers by their
undergraduate training.  

This is different from other lawyers,
who are usually from the liberal arts and
hold degrees in English literature, philos-
ophy, or some other area of education that
avoids math and numbers. The reason for
this is simple — the law deals with defini-
tions and distinctions, it is a system that
depends on language, not numbers. This
is also why most lawyers are not great
with math, but do very well on crossword
puzzles.

The world of copyrights has undergone
a huge change in the past three decades,
thanks to the copier machine, scanners,
the Walkman, personal computers and CD
players, and of course the latest and
largest changes have come from the
Internet.

In a society that values artistic expres-
sion, it is crucial to the continued devel-
opment of the arts that a copyright be pro-
tected by the law. The problem is, it takes
very little today to copy a recorded song
or video from a hard drive, put it in an e-
mail, and send it to 500 of your closest
friends.  

Historically the distribution costs
would prevent most people from infring-
ing on a copyright. If I wanted to send 500
copies of Cat Stevens’ “Peace Train” to
my friends, I would have to buy 500 cas-
settes, spend hours at a copying stereo,
then mail the tapes individually. The time
involved, and the cost of the blank tapes
and postage is a sufficient deterrent to
effectively prevent most people from
doing this. 

Today, I can copy a song to my hard
drive, create an e-mail, hit the send but-
ton, and now all of my friends have
become unwitting accomplices in an
infringement on the copyright of the artist.
It took five seconds and cost me nothing,
and the author received no more income.

The recording industry is fighting very
hard to prevent just this type of distribu-

tion and infringement. They are very con-
cerned because this type of free flowing
exchange is severely hurting their profits.  

Contrast this with the purchase of a
book. I can buy the latest Michael Moore
book, read it, and then share it with 500 of
my closest friends, and no one thinks that
this is copyright infringement. For most of
us, when we buy a book, that book is ours
to do with as we please. The belief is that
the author has no further rights to the
physical embodiment of their ideas. In
fact, for most readers, it is important to
share a book and then pass it on.

Now compare that with the all too
common practice of “sharing” software.
After all, if you pay Microsoft $400 for a
software program, why shouldn’t you be
allowed to “share” it with your office-
mates, best friends, neighbor and the dog
catcher? The software manufacturers con-
sider this to be piracy. I think that’s a mis-
nomer because piracy is taking that which
doesn’t belong to you. Clearly if you have
bought something, it belongs to you, but
the question is, what have you bought?
With software, one buys a right to use a
tool that is made up of electronic informa-
tion.

If I share software with everyone, most
people understand that I have overstepped
the terms of the right that I bought. Most
do it anyway but know it is wrong. But
when I share a book, I am sharing that
which is mine. When I share music that I
have purchased, I am sharing that which is
mine. But the question becomes, what are
the limits, if any, to my ownership? If I
have paid Dave Koz for his music and
downloaded it, to what extent does it
become mine? Is it fair I share it with the
world via my hard drive and the Internet?  

The Recording Industry Association of
America is trying to stop the exchange of
electronic music files. They are desperate
to find encryption technology that will

prevent the copying and distribution of
artists’ works. This is not likely to happen.
They want their business model to be
more like the software industry where
every installation is supposed to be paid
for, but in reality it is more like the book
publishing business where they expect
only a portion of the users to pay for their
product.

As MP3 players become more popular,
as the Internet continues to become a
greater force in our lives, it will become
easier and easier for scofflaws to obtain
their music and videos for free. The hard
life of a performer is going to get harder
as technology continues to make distribu-
tion easier and cheaper. Music has
become as readily portable as borrowing a
book. Musicians need to look to the world
of writers to see their future incomes. The
days of big profits, which rarely made it to
the musicians anyway, are winding down.

Technology will always change the
way that the music business operates. It is
already becoming harder for musicians to
get a contract. Because fewer independ-
ents can survive — which hurts the
growth of our social music library — we
are ending up with more corporately con-
trolled music, centralized in one of the
major labels, which are all fast becoming
one company. 

Historically when the Japanese and the
Germans are getting along, it is not good
for the world. Sony bought Bertelsman
Music Group. Can the end of the music
world as we know it be far off?

(David Pisarra is a partner in the
Santa Monica law firm of Pisarra &
Grist, he welcomes questions, and can be
reached at (310) 664-9969 or e-mailed at
DPISARRA@PISARRA.COM).

LEGAL
VIEWS AND

NEWS
By David Pisarra



BY ROBERT WELLER 
Associated Press Writer 

DENVER — Cabin fever is
alive and well in the West. 

Hospital officials say the mon-
ster blizzard that kept people
indoors across Colorado last year
led to a spike in the number of
December babies. 

“We had more babies born in
December — exactly nine months
after the blizzard — than in any
other month last year,” said Len
Gregory, spokesman for St. Mary-
Corwin Hospital in Pueblo. 

Added Lynne Snyder, head of
newborn services for Avista
Adventist Hospital in suburban
Louisville: “We were overflowing
there for a while.” 

Snyder said it is not unusual for
a surge in births 40 weeks after

major events like the Denver
Broncos' first Super Bowl victory. 

The snowstorm started March
17 and shut down Colorado cities
big and small for several days.
Nearly 9 feet of snow fell in the
mountains and half that total para-
lyzed the heavily populated Front
Range along the eastern slopes of
the Rockies. 

The state health department
won't have final birth figures until
next month, but spokeswoman
Cindy Parmenter said she wouldn't
be surprised if the numbers back
the anecdotal evidence of a baby
boomlet. 

Where there is a trend there is
usually a market: Gift Services
Inc. of Denver has begun offering
a $60 “Blizzard Bundle” for
babies conceived during the bliz-

zard. They include a new toy, a
footprint kit and a special treat
bundled inside a blanket mono-
grammed with the baby's name
and date of birth. 

A similar surge in Colorado
births was reported in 1998, nine
months after an October blizzard. 

Nicole Marie Walker is one of
this year's blizzard babies. Several
days late, she was the clinic's first

baby of the new year — born at
4:01 a.m. Jan. 1. 

“We had just come home from
visiting family in Germany last
March and when the snowstorm
hit we couldn't go anywhere,” said
Gary Walker, Nicole's father. 

“We certainly will never forget
this new year,” said Nicole's moth-
er, Regina. 

Colorado blizzard leads to bundles of babies

There is a right way to teach your child how to learn

Your child was born to learn. Babies
are ready to take in all kinds of sensory
information and their brains grow with
this stimulating and soothing information.
Within the past year there has been an
enormous advance in understanding the
learning process itself and a great deal of
this data is useful for parents of young
children. 

Question: I have a 1-year-old baby.
How can I prevent her from learning bad
habits since there is so much negative
information on TV and from other
sources?

Answer: The most important thing that
you can do to guide and enhance your
young child’s learning is to understand the
different forms that learning takes. With
this information you can more effectively
teach your child very positive learning
skills and this will empower her to make
good learning choices as she grows older.

The latest data on learning has provid-
ed us with excellent tips for parents.

There are two primary forms of learn-

ing. “Rote learning” is described as occur-
ring when your child doesn’t relate new
information to existing information in her
mind. This is repetition learning or mem-
orization, and it happens to be the way
many of our kids learn their lessons.
Meaningful learning occurs when your
child relates new data to existing data in
her mind and builds up concepts for future
learning. This kind of learning can be
challenging for young and old learners,
and many people prefer simply to memo-
rize and pass tests. 

Rote learning does have a place in the
learning process but it limits the child in
terms of creative thinking, decision-mak-
ing and the ability to find alternative ways
to solve problems. This is a key factor in
helping prepare children to change nega-
tive habits, and to build strong and flexible
problem solving skills very early in life.

Parents of young children can begin to
build the foundations of meaningful learn-
ing in many ways. You will be teaching
your child to learn how to learn when they
engage in the following activities. 

Engage your child in interactive learn-
ing experiences with you, the parent, and
then with children their own age. Social
interaction gives even small children the
opportunity to watch as other kids learn
things and participate in the learning
process. 

Attach positive emotional reinforce-
ment to learning experiences. Meaningful
learning is boosted when the learner is
applauded for trying new things and new
strategies. Encourage your child’s curios-
ity in exploring the environment with all
of their senses. 

As your child grows, it is very impor-
tant to give them many opportunities to
ask questions, comment on experiences
and also to answer questions about what
they have seen, heard or felt. 

When your child appears frustrated in
grasping new concepts and wants to fall
back on memorizing items, it is your
chance to boost their self confidence and
encourage them to try new ways of under-
standing the concept. Many children give
up and tend to learn by rote because
school tests reinforce rote learning.
Parents can and should give their children
many opportunities to build meaningful
learning skills by asking them questions
about their homework, having them
describe new experiences to you, and giv-
ing them creative and challenging peer
group experiences. 

Parents can model meaningful learning
techniques. Show your young child how
you problem-solve in simple step-by-step
fashion. Demonstrate the joys of learning
new things and using this information to
enhance your daily life. Let your kids see

that you can make mistakes and then
develop new strategies that work for you.
Question information as it comes to you
and give your children the skills that they
need for meaningful learning. 

The experts in the field of defining
learning models have compared rote
learning to training and meaningful learn-
ing to education. It is true that our school
systems are very slowly beginning to inte-
grate this new information and it is up to
parents to build the foundations for mean-
ingful learning early in life.

(By Margaret Altman L.C.S.W. author
of “Developing Your Child’s Emotional
Intelligence,” in private practice with Dr.
A. Korchmarev in Sherman Oaks. E-mail
margiealtman@yahoo.com).
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Ocean Oasis 
A Medical Spa for Women

■ Labor Inducing Massage

■ Doula Services

■ Stretch Mark Reduction

■ Pregnancy Massage 

■ Pregnancy Facials
Ask about our mom’s club

Dr. Lisa Masterson, M.D.

1333 Ocean Avenue 
in Santa Monica 
(310) 458-8190

MA SPA THERAPY 

BEST PARENTING
BOOK FOR 2003

“Developing Your Child’s 
Emotional Intelligence; Ten Steps 
To Self Control Before Age 3!”
By M. Altman, Dr. Reyes and A. Bitton

Available at Amazon.com and Barnes & Nobles Bookstores

Rockers, Custom Furniture,
Cribs, Infant Registry, 

Clothing, Layette, Gifts, Books, 
Toys and More!

1600 Montana Avenue
Santa Monica      

Tel: 310.998.5858
Mon-Sat:  10am-6pm     
Sunday:  12pm-5pm

Complete Baby and  
Children’s Collections
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Guest 
Commentary

By Margaret Altman

Parents can model
meaningful learning

techniques. Show your
young child how you

problem-solve in simple
step-by-step fashion.

“We had more babies born in December
than in any other month last year.”

– LEN GREGORY
Spokesman for St. Mary-Corwin Hospital in Pueblo

Main Street’s 

Newest and 
Hottest Boutique

Clothes!
Gifts!

Collectibles!
2400 Main Street, Santa Monica

310.314.6472
2400 Main Street, Santa Monica

310.314.6472



SPECIAL EVENTS

WHALE WATCHING
Don’t miss the Pacific gray whale’s annual
migration between Baja and Alaska.  Take a
whale-watching excursion with the Cabrillo
Marine Aquarium and the American
Cetacean Society.  Boats depart from three
locations: Redondo Beach, Long Beach and
San Pedro.  $10 - $18, Dec. 26 – March 30,
3720 Stephen White Drive, San Pedro, 310-
548-8397, www.cabrilloaq.org or
www.acs-la.org.
Tours are also available with Catalina
Cruises in San Pedro – 310-410-1062.

CINDERELLA 
The single most requested of all the Santa
Monica Playhouse Family Theatre musicals
returns.  This delightfully romantic, original
classic features the handsome prince, zany
fairly godmother, silly stepsisters and a
zealously well-meaning stepmother.
Saturday & Sunday, January 10 – 25, 12:30
& 3:00 p.m., $9 children, $10 adults.
Santa Monica Playhouse, 1211 Fourth St.,
3 9 4 - 9 7 7 9 ,
www.santamonicaplayhouse.com

DISNEY’S PRINCESS CLASSICS on ICE
Featuring nimble skating, amazing cos-
tumes, creative choreography and a musi-
cal story with Cinderella, Jasmine, Aerial,
Belle, Snow White and other Disney char-
acters.  
January 7 – 11 at the LA Sports Arena; 213-
480-3232 or 714-740-2000.  January 14 –
19 at the Long Beach Arena.   Visit
www.disneyonice.disney.go.com for more
info. 

TUESDAY 
Movies for Moms sponsored by:

“Peter Pan” showing January 6th 
11:00 a.m., Loews Broadway, 1441 3rd St.
Promenade – for Moms and babies new-
born – 1 year old.   Doors open early for
socializing and getting comfortable.

The classic tale of the boy who can fly is
retold in this faithful live-action adaptation.
Peter Pan (Jeremy Sumpter) whisks the
three Darling children off to Neverland,
where they embark on many adventures
and fight to evil Captain Hook (Jason
Issacs) alongside Peter and his lovely
friend, Tinker Bell (Ludivine Sagnier).
Starring Jason Issacs, Jeremy Sumpter and
Rachel Hurd-Wood.  Directed by P.J. Hogan.
Rated “PG” for action adventure
sequences.

Storytelling
Main Library 
Toddler Storytime at Reed Park; 10:00 &
10:30 a.m.  Stories for two year olds with

adult.
.
Fairview Branch Library – 2101 Ocean
Park Blvd – 310-450-0443. 
Cuentos Para Pequenos – 10:00 a.m.,
Jan. 6 – Feb 10; six-week series in Spanish
for 24 – 36 month olds with adult.
Lap Time – 11:00 a.m., Jan. 6 – Feb. 10;
six-week series for babies 0-24 months,
co-sponsored by the SMMUSD Infant and
Family Support Program.
Twilight Story Time -7pm – an ongoing
program for 3-5 year olds. 
Girl Talk – Jan. 6th, 4:45 – 5:45 p.m.
Monthly focus group for girls: discussions,
esteem building and activities.  Grades 6
and up.  Call Nia at 458-8688 for details.

Montana Avenue Branch Library – 1704
Montana Ave – 310-829-7081.
Family Story Time – 7:00 p.m., all ages.
Terrific Tuesdays, Jan. 13 & 27, 3:30 p.m.
Stories and crafts for K – 3rd graders.

Ocean Park Branch Library – 2601 Main
St. – 310-392-3804. 
Toddler Storytime - 10:00 & 10:30 a.m,
Jan. 6 – Feb 10.  Music, rhymes and stories
for 24 – 36 month olds with adult.
Registration is required.

Tiny Tuesday Storytime at Storyopolis
Themes change weekly; for ages infant to
3.  11:00 a.m.  116 North Robertson, Plaza
A, LA.  310-358-2500,
www.storyopolis.com

Barnes and Noble at the Grove
Storytime for ages 2 – 6.  10:00 a.m.  189
Grove Drive, LA, 323-525-0270

Yoga & Exercise
Yoga Baby (Venice) – 310-306-9381 –
Mommy & Me (ages 0-5 years) – 10 – 11
a.m.; Pre-natal yoga – 7- 8:15 p.m.
Yoga Works – 2215 Montana Ave, 310-393-
5150; Pre/postnatal – 12:15 – 1:40 p.m.,
$15.  Mommy and Me – 1:45 – 3:00 p.m.
Mommy Care – 11870 Santa Monica Blvd,
at the Dance Factory, West LA, 310-394-
6711. Pregnancy Exercise – 9:15 – 10:15
a.m.; Post Partum Exercise – 10:15 – 11:15
a.m. (babies welcome, includes baby mas-
sage and workout at the end)

Breastfeeding Group
The Pump Station  - 310-826-5774, no
pre-reg required, first class free, $10 fee
thereafter.  Moms/babies 0-4 months, 1:00
– 2:30 p.m.

Other
Magicopolis – 8 p.m., 1418 4th St.,
Admission is $20 Call 310-451-2241 for
info.

January 6
Nature Walk (Children’s Nature Institute) –
Franklin Canyon (Beverly Hills) –10:00am 
Reservations required - 310-998-1151 or
www.childrensnatureinstitute.org

WEDNESDAY
Storytelling
Fairview Branch Library – 2101 Ocean

Park Blvd – 310-450-0443. 
Preschool Story Time – 10:30 a.m., Jan. 7
– Feb. 11;  six-week series for 3-5 year
olds with adult.

Montana Avenue Branch Library – 1704
Montana Ave – 310-829-7081.
Lap Time - 10:00 & 10:30 a.m., Jan. 7 –
Feb. 11.  Six-week series for children up to
24 months of age with adult.
Toddler Story Time – 11:15 a.m., Jan 7 –
Feb 11.  Six-week series for 2 year olds
with adult. 

Ocean Park Branch Library – 2601 Main
St. – 310-392-3804. 
Preschool Twilight Story Time – 7:00 –
7:30 p.m.  An ongoing story time for par-
ents and their children ages 3 – 5.

Barnes and Noble, Westside Pavilion – 2
pm – ages 2-5 – 310-475-4144
Border’s, Westwood – 11am – 310-475-
3444.

Yoga & Exercise
Yoga Baby (Venice) – 310-306-9381 –
Mommy & Me (ages 0-5 years) – 10 – 11
a.m.; (infants only) – 1 – 2 p.m..  Pre-natal
yoga – 11:15 a.m. – 12 :30 p.m.
Yoga Works, 2215 Montana Ave, 310-393-
5150 Pre/Postnatal – 12:15 – 1:45pm, $15
Ocean Oasis Day Spa, 1333 Ocean
Avenue, 458-8190.
Pre/Post Natal Yoga/Gentle Flow – 5:30
– 6:45 p.m.  Private sessions available; call
Kate Thomas, RN – 408-1717

Breastfeeding Group
The Pump Station  - 310-826-5774, no
pre-reg required, first class free, $10 fee
thereafter.  Moms/babies 0-4 months, 1:00
– 2:30 p.m.

THURSDAY 
Storytelling
Main Library 
Toddler Storytime at Reed Park; 10:00
a.m.  Stories for two year olds with adult.
Preschool Story Time at Reed Park; 10:30
a.m.  Stories for 3-5 year olds with adult.

Fairview Branch Library – 2101 Ocean
Park Blvd – 310-450-0443. 
Toddler Story Time – 10:30 a.m., Jan. 8 –
Feb. 19 (no program Feb. 12); six-week
series for 24-36 month olds with adult.

Montana Avenue Branch Library – 1704
Montana Ave – 310-829-7081.
Toddler Story Time – 10:15 a.m., Jan 8 –
Feb 12.  Six-week series for 2 year olds. 
Preschool Story Time – 11:15 a.m.
Stories for 3-5 year olds with adult.

Ocean Park Branch Library – 2601 Main
St. – 310-392-3804. 
Lap Time – 9:20 & 10:20 a.m., Jan. 8 –
Feb. 19, six-week series for babies 0-24
months, co-sponsored by the SMMUSD
Infant and Family Support Program.

Yoga & Exercise
Yoga Baby (Venice) – 310-306-9381 –
Mommy & Me (ages 0-5 years) – 10 – 11

a.m.; Pre-natal yoga – 7- 8:15 p.m.
Yoga Works – 2215 Montana Ave, 310-
393-5150; Pre/postnatal – 12:15 – 1:40
p.m., $15.  Mommy and Me – 1:45 – 3:00
p.m.
Mommy Care – 11870 Santa Monica Blvd,
at the Dance Factory, West LA, 310-394-
6711. Pregnancy Exercise – 9:15 – 10:15
a.m.; Post Partum Exercise – 10:15 – 11:15
a.m. (babies welcome, includes baby mas-
sage and workout at the end)

Breastfeeding Group
The Pump Station  - 310-826-5774, no
pre-reg required, first class free, $10 fee
thereafter.  Moms/babies 4-8 months, 1:00
– 2:30 p.m.

January 8
Nature Walk (Children’s Nature
Institute) – Sullivan Canyon (West LA)
–10:00am 
Reservations required - 310-998-1151 or
www.childrensnatureinstitute.org

FRIDAY
Yoga & Exercise
Yoga Works – 2215 Montana Ave, 310-
393-5150; Pre/postnatal – 12:15 – 1:45
p.m., $15.
Yoga Baby (Venice) – 310-306-9381 –
Mommy & Me (ages 0-5 years) – 10 – 11
a.m.; (infants only) – 1 – 2 p.m..  Pre-natal
yoga – 11:15 a.m. – 12 :30 p.m.
Ocean Oasis Day Spa, 1333 Ocean
Avenue, 458-8190. Pre/Post Natal
Yoga/Gentle Flow – 10:30 – 11:45 a.m.;
Yoga for Fitness – noon – 1 p.m Private
sessions available; call Kate Thomas, RN –
408-1717

Other
Magicopolis – 8 p.m., 1418 4th St.,
Admission is $20 Call 310-451-2241 for
info.

SATURDAY
Storytelling
Barnes and Noble, 3rd St. Promenade –
Kid’s Story Time – 10am – 310-260-9110
Barnes and Noble, Westside Pavilion –
10:30am – ages 2-5 – 310-475-4144. 

Yoga & Exercise
Yoga Baby (Venice) – 310-306-9381;
Prenatal yoga – 9:15 – 10:45 a.m., $13
Mommy Care – 11870 Santa Monica Blvd.
at the Dance Factory, West LA, 394-6711;
Pregnancy Exercise – 8:30 – 9:30 a.m.;
Post Partum Exercise – 8:30 – 9:30 a.m.
(babies welcome, includes baby massage
and workout at the end)
Ocean Oasis Day Spa, 1333 Ocean
Avenue, 458-8190. Pre/Post Natal
Yoga/Gentle Flow – 10:30 – 11:45 a.m.;
Yoga for Fitness – noon – 1 p.m.  Private
sessions available; call Kate Thomas, RN –
408-1717

Other
Puppetolio – 1:00 and 3:00pm, 310-656-
0483, 1255 2nd St., ages 3 & up, reserva-
tions suggested
Magicopolis – 2 and 8 p.m., 1418 4th St.,
Admission is $20 for evening, $15 for mati-
nee. Call 310-451-2241 for info.
Cinderella – 12:30 & 3:00 p.m., Jan. 10 –
25, $9 children, $10 adults.
The single most requested of all the Santa
Monica Playhouse Family Theatre musicals
returns.  This delightfully romantic, original
classic features the handsome prince, zany
fairly godmother, silly stepsisters and a
zealously well-meaning stepmother.
Santa Monica Playhouse, 1211 Fourth St.,
3 9 4 - 9 7 7 9 ,
www.santamonicaplayhouse.com

January 10
Nature Walk (Children’s Nature Inst.) –
Temescal Canyon (Pac. Palisades)
–10:00am 
Reservations required - 310-998-1151 or
www.childrensnatureinstitute.org

SUNDAY
Main Street Farmer’s Market – 9:30 a.m.
– 1:00 p.m., corner of Main St. and Ocean
Park Blvd.  Pony rides, live music, lots of
vendors and great family socializing. 
Puppetolio – 1:00 and 3:00pm, 310-656-
0483, 1255 2nd St., ages 3 & up, reserva-
tions suggested
Magicopolis – 2 p.m., 1418 4th St.,
Admission is $15. Call 310-451-2241 for

info.
Cinderella – 12:30 & 3:00 p.m., Jan. 10 –
25, $9 children, $10 adults.
The single most requested of all the Santa
Monica Playhouse Family Theatre musicals
returns.  This delightfully romantic, original
classic features the handsome prince, zany
fairly godmother, silly stepsisters and a
zealously well-meaning stepmother.
Santa Monica Playhouse, 1211 Fourth St.,
3 9 4 - 9 7 7 9 ,
www.santamonicaplayhouse.com

MONDAY
Storytelling
Main Library – Lap Time at Joslyn Park,
9:30 a.m., Jan. 5 – June 4 (No meeting on
Jan. 19th and Feb. 16th.)  Ages 0-24
months with adult in conjunction with the
Infant and Family Support program of
SMMUSD.
Ocean Park Branch Library – 2601 Main
Street, 310-392-3804. 
“Spanish for Little Ones”, 11:15 a.m., Jan.
5 – Feb. 23 (no program Jan. 19).  Rhymes,
songs and very simple stories in Spanish
for ages 2-5 with adult.
Barnes and Noble, 3rd St. Promenade –
Toddler Story Time – 10am – 310-260-
9110

Breastfeeding Group 
The Pump Station – 310-826-5774, no
pre-reg required, first class free, $10 fee
thereafter.  Moms/babies 0-4 months, 1:00
– 2:30 p.m.

Yoga & Exercise
Yoga Works, 2215 Montana Ave, 310-393-
5150 Pre/Postnatal – 12:15 – 1:45pm, $15
Yoga Garden, - Restorative yoga for
pre/postnatal – 6:30 p.m., 310-450-0133.
www.yogagardenstudios.com
Yoga Baby (Venice) – 310-306-9381 –
Mommy & Me (ages 0-5 years) – 10 – 11
a.m.; (infants only) – 1 – 2 p.m..  Pre-natal
yoga – 11:15 a.m. – 12 :30 p.m.
Ocean Oasis Day Spa, 1333 Ocean
Avenue, 458-8190. Pre/Post Natal
Yoga/Gentle Flow – 10:30 – 11:45 a.m.;
Yoga for Fitness – noon – 1 p.m.  Private
sessions available; call Kate Thomas, RN –
408-1717

CALENDAR:
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THE LACTATION STATION
• One-on-One Consultations
• Breastfeeding Support Groups
• Breastfeeding Education and 

Support Line
• Pump Rentals
• Supplies and Equipment

(310) 829-8944  • www.stjohns.org

“Best Framer in Los Angeles”
LA Magazine

Catering to the Interior Design 
and Film Industry

✔ Speedy & professional service
✔ All work done on the premises
✔ Special discounts to the trade

Your family portraits deserve a professional touch.

Universal Art Gallery • 2001 Lincoln Blvd., Venice • phone: (310) 302-8909
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SPONSORED BY:

WELCOME TO THE WORLD!

The Daily Press is now 
running birth announcements every Tuesday.

Call 310-458-PRESS (7737) x 101 for details.

Announce the
arrival of your
newest family

member.



STATE
Page 10 ❑ Tuesday, January 6, 2004 ❑ Santa Monica Daily Press

1000 for
$39.99

5 FREE
phones to choose from

GL Mobile: 710 Broadway, Santa Monica 
(on the corner of 7th & Broadway)

Free long distance & roaming

310-255-0916

NOW OPEN

Over 1300 LOW CARB, LOW
FAT & SUGAR FREE products

1820 Wilshire Blvd. at 19th Street
(next to Froman’s Deli and Rite Aid)

310-828-0030
Hours: M-F 9am-7pm Sat & Sun 10am-6pm

www.purefoods.com

Opening in mid-January at: 
350 N. Canon Drive in Beverly Hills

LOW CARB 
MARKET

ADVANTAGE 

BARS

$ 1.79
Normally

$ 2.39

ALL BREAD IS 
ON SALE!

$4.99 Normally
$6.99

UCLA Parkside Medical

2428 SANTA MONICA BLVD., SUITE 303 • SANTA MONICA

got teeth?
visit David Taft, D.D.S.

• 20+ years of experience
• Evening hours + emergency services
• Root Canals, Crowns, Veneers

• UCLA Graduate
• Most insurances accepted
• Cosmetic Dentistry

Dental Exam
+ Cleaning
+ X-Rays

$45
(reg. $149)

FREE
Bleaching

(Includes starter bleach)

with exam, x-rays
and cleaning at

regular price

must mention this ad

310-315-3676

SPECIALIZING IN LEASING & SELLING OFFICE

& INDUSTRIAL BUILDINGS

310/440-8500 ext. 104 Christina S. Porter
Senior Associate

Specializing in Leasing 
& Selling Office &

Industrial Buildings

Lawmakers face budget,
workers’ comp problems
BY STEVE LAWRENCE 
Associated Press Writer 

SACRAMENTO — Like someone
staring into the refrigerator the day after a
holiday feast, California legislators begin
their 2004 session Monday facing a slew
of leftovers, ranging from seemingly end-
less budget deficits to bottled water stan-
dards. 

Also on the table will be renewed
efforts to cut workers’ compensation
costs, allow undocumented immigrants to
obtain drivers’ licenses and bolster public
access to government meetings and
records. 

About 1,300 bills that weren’t
approved in 2003 could come up again in
2004, and lawmakers will add to their
workload by introducing hundreds of new
pieces of legislation. 

While many of the issues will be old, at
least two of the Legislature’s top leaders
will be new. Freshmen Fabian Nunez, D-
Los Angeles, and Kevin McCarthy, R-
Bakersfield, are in line to succeed
Assembly Speaker Herb Wesson, D-
Culver City, and Assembly Minority
Leader Dave Cox, R-Fair Oaks, respec-
tively. And Sen. Richard Ackerman, R-
Fullerton, is likely to replace fellow
Republican Jim Brulte of Rancho
Cucamonga as Senate minority leader
well before lawmakers adjourn at the end
of August. 

That would leave Senate President Pro
Tem John Burton, D-San Francisco, as the
only experienced leader, and Burton,
along with Brulte and most of the
Legislature’s other long-serving mem-
bers, will be termed out at the end of
November. 

The state’s budget problems aren’t
new. Lawmakers battled a $38.2 billion
deficit in 2003. This year they’re facing at
least a $14 billion shortfall in the fiscal
year that starts July 1. 

The problem will get worse if voters
reject a $15 billion bond measure on the
March 2 ballot that is needed to help bal-
ance the current budget. 

Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger will
unveil his budget proposals for the new
fiscal year on Friday and is expected to
ask lawmakers to make deep cuts in pub-
lic health and welfare programs. 

Schwarzenegger has hinted that he also
may propose cuts in school funding,
which would violate one of his campaign
promises. There is little expectation that
he’ll throw out another campaign pledge
and ask for tax increases to help erase the
red ink, although fees to use state parks
will jump to their highest levels ever. 

During a special budget session that
began in November, the new Republican
governor and the Legislature’s
Democratic majorities were able to reach
a compromise on a spending restrictions

measure that will also be on the March 2
ballot. 

But they may not be able to sort out
their differences quite as easily in this
next round of budget negotiations. Long
budget deadlocks have become almost
routine in Sacramento because California
is one of the few states that requires more
than a simple majority lawmakers to
approve budget bills. 

Here’s a rundown on some of the other
key issues facing legislators in the coming
year: 

Workers’ Compensation — Last year
lawmakers approved a package of
reforms designed to ease skyrocketing
workers’ compensation cost increases
faced by California employers. That legis-
lation focused mainly on limiting how
much doctors, pharmacies, outpatient
clinics and others who treat job-related
injuries are paid. 

Now Schwarzenegger is proposing
sweeping legislation that attempts to
bring the state’s workers’ comp costs
down to at least the national average by,
among other things, altering how work-
related injuries are evaluated and medical
disputes resolved. 

Schwarzenegger’s plan is drawing
strong opposition from labor, employees’
attorneys and Democratic lawmakers, but
Insurance Commissioner John
Garamendi, a Democrat, says he’s close
to working out a similar plan that could
get support from both business and labor. 

Schwarzenegger’s proposal is designed
to cut more than $11 billion in workers’
comp costs, a goal Garamendi calls a
“significant challenge.” Garamendi says
his proposal would generate at least $5.5
billion in savings, which would match his
estimate of how much the 2003 legisla-
tion will cut costs. 

■ Drivers’ Licenses — One of
Schwarzenegger’s first acts as governor
was to sign legislation repealing a new
law allowing illegal immigrants to obtain
California drivers’ licenses. But
Schwarzenegger has also indicated a will-
ingness to consider signing a similar bill
accompanied by more security safe-
guards. The author of the initial legisla-
tion, Sen. Gil Cedillo, D-Los Angeles,
says he’ll try to draft legislation that
would satisfy the governor. 

■ Public Records — Twice in the last
two years the Senate has approved a con-
stitutional amendment by Burton to
strengthen public access to government
meetings and documents, only to see the
legislation stall in the Assembly because
of Republican blockades. 

Burton plans to bring back the measure
this year. This time it’s more likely to pass
because of support from Schwarzenegger
and a pledge by McCarthy and Nunez to
try to avoid partisan disputes.
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INTERNATIONAL

SARs found in China, cats killed
By The Associated Press

BEIJING — China on Monday confirmed its first
SARS case since an outbreak of the disease was con-
tained in July and authorities ordered the emergency
slaughter of some 10,000 civet cats and related species
after tests linked a virus found in the animals to the
patient. 

The Philippines also isolated a woman and her hus-
band who might be infected, triggering fears across
Asia that a second season of the highly contagious ill-
ness might be at hand. 

The Chinese Health Ministry said the illness con-
tracted by a 32-year-old television producer in the
southern province of Guangdong “has been confirmed
as a diagnosed case” of SARS. 

The diagnosis came hours after China ordered 10,000
civet cats in wildlife markets — and several related
species — killed in its southern province of Guangdong
after genetic tests suggested a link to the patient there.
The civet has long been suspected as a vector for the dis-
ease's suspected jump from animals to humans. 

All of Guangdong's wildlife markets were ordered to
close on Monday, Feng Liuxiang, deputy director of the
province's health department, said on national television.
The weasel-like mammals are considered a delicacy in
Guangdong and are served in wild game restaurants. 

Summit a sryum for poisionous relations
By The Associated Press

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan — Building on momen-
tum toward better relations after a half-century of
venom, Pakistan's President Pervez Musharraf held
much-anticipated, face-to-face talks Monday with
Indian leader Atal Bihari Vajpayee on the sidelines of a
South Asian summit. 

The talks were seen as a milestone toward increasing
confidence for a rapprochement, two years after their
armies stood on the brink of war. 

The meeting lasted one hour, five minutes. The two
men shook hands and were joined during the talks by
foreign affairs and national security aides. 

“This meeting was held in a cordial manner and ended
on a positive note,” Pakistan Information Minister
Sheikh Rashid Ahmed told The Associated Press. 

Indian and Pakistani officials had worked behind the
scenes for days to ensure that the meeting went ahead and
billed it as a diplomatic courtesy call to dampen expecta-
tions of any major breakthrough, especially on the bitter ter-
ritorial standoff over Kashmir, flashpoint of two wars since
the countries achieved independence from Britain in 1947. 

Skier survives freezing ordeal
By The Associated Press

SEATTLE — A 25-year-old skier missing for four
days and four freezing nights in the central Cascade
Mountains was found alive after rescuers spotted his
fresh tracks by helicopter. 

“It's unbelievable — four tough nights in the teens
with no food, no water, just normal ski gear and a hel-

met,” said King County Sheriff's Lt. Jim Fuda. 
Dan Witkowski was “lucid and talking,” Fuda said

Sunday night. 
He told Fuda that he got turned around while skiing

Wednesday, so decided to head downhill in hopes of
finding his way out. 

So for four days, he kept moving, resting in the dips
of snow surrounding tree trunks to get out of the wind.
He told Fuda his longest break was two hours. 

Witkowski was listed in critical condition Sunday
night at Harborview Medical Center, a nursing supervi-
sor said. She could not provide any more information. 

Scores of people had been looking for the Ellensburg
resident since he was reported missing Thursday. 

Bush: Think of the children
By The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President Bush is defending his
“No Child Left Behind” initiative against Democrats
who, in fighting for a political advantage on the educa-
tion issue, argue that the law is too rigid and is being
shortchanged by the administration.

Bush scheduled a visit Monday with fourth-graders
and a roundtable-style conversation on education at
Pierre Laclede Elementary School in St. Louis. 

On Thursday — the second anniversary of the sign-
ing of the “No Child Left Behind Act” — Bush will
hold a similar event at West View Elementary School in
Knoxville, Tenn. Both events are paired with re-elec-
tion campaign fund-raisers in the two cities. 

Bush and other Republicans praise the law, signed on
Jan. 8, 2002, saying it expands testing and toughens stan-
dards for teachers, schools and students. The initiative,
however, has lost support of some Democrats who say
too little money has been spent on the mandated actions. 

Politicians to close defense gaps
By The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The chairman and ranking
Democrat on the House Homeland Security Committee
are calling for the rapid closing of any gaps in U.S. ter-
rorism defenses, highlighting the need for action on
many fronts, not just international air routes. 

Committee chairman Christopher Cox, R-Calif., said
the government is working on an assessment of vulner-
abilities. “We're doing everything we can to speed that
along, to hasten it, but we've got to prioritize,” he said
Sunday on CNN's “Late Edition.” 

Appearing with Cox, Rep. Jane Harman, D-Calif., said:
“The ports of L.A. and Long Beach are where 43 percent
of the container traffic for America enters and exits, and
yet we still don't have a good system of inspecting” cargo. 

Extra security checks again delayed a British
Airways flight to Washington Dulles International
Airport on Sunday and the United States entered a third
consecutive week on a high state of alert for terrorists. 

Fourteen flights on British Airways, Aeromexico
and Air France have been canceled or delayed since
New Year's Eve because of security fears. Air France
canceled six flights between Paris and Los Angeles on
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. 

WORLD BRIEFLY
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ARE YOU
BACKED UP?
IT’S EASY AND WILL SAVE YOU TIME

AND MONEY IN THE LONG RUN.

• Data backup packages start at $50 a month

• Daily and Weekly back ups available

• It’s automatic!

• Recovery assistance available.

Call Zylink at 866 227 9539

WINDOW TINTING

2410 Wilshire Blvd. Santa Monica
(310) 453-3541

www.automotiveentertainment.com

Auto • Commercial • Residential • UV Coating • Lifetime Warranty

FREE ESTIMATES
CALL US FOR FREE COST SAVING 

TIPS FOR YOUR HOME

$20 OFF*
w/ this ad

*Any tint job over $60

Lic#743969

25%
venice camera exchange

& digital image center
2417 lincoln blvd. in venice - (310) 821-5611

FILM DEVELOPEMENT
WITH THIS AD

Original

PHILLY STEAK
FAST FREE DELIVERY

1551 Ocean Ave.
(at Colorado)

in Santa Monica
Catering Available

GET A FREE SODA!
with each sandwich ordered for delivery.

Tel: (310)434-9668
Fax: (310)434-9668

Exp. 12/31/03 
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Reality Check®

By Dave Whammond
Speed Bump®

By Dave Coverly

Natural Selection®
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Where the “locals”meet and the “fun loving”tourists always return!

1615 Ocean Front, Santa Monica (310) 393-2666
At Santa Monica Beach in front of the historic merry-go round, just

below & southeast of the pier. This location has been here since 1902

SUN • FUN • GREAT FOOD
BEER • WINE • MUSIC

SPORTS TV • 2 OUTDOOR PATIOS
SMOKING ALLOWED

REASONABLE PRICES! CHILDREN WELCOME!

“WORLD FAMOUS”

J A P A N E S E   R E S T A U R A N T

$15 Special
FREE California Roll & FREE Miso Soup

with $15 purchase or more

Sushi Special
Buy 1 get second item free

Exp. Jan. 31, 2004

2645  LINCOLN  BLVD. IN  SANTA  MONICA
(AT OCEAN PARK INSIDE THOMAS’ COFFEE SHOP)

(310) 452-2265

YOUR NEXT JIFFY LUBE
Signature Service Oil Change.

+ a FREE VIP Card 
($30 value. See store for details.)

2344 Pico Blvd. in Santa Monica (at Cloverfield)

(310) 392-1994

$2199
+ Tax & Environmental

Fee, Most Cars.

Each Jiffy Lube is independently owned and operated. SM-DP 8

LUBE IT OR
LOSE IT.

LUBE IT OR
LOSE IT.

In minutes, with no appointment
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Employment
$3 - 5K per week income poten-
tial work from home, NOT MLM.
(800)570-3782 Ext. 4020.

BEAUTY STYLIST’S for new 
Fantastic Sams Salon in Santa 
Monica. Guarantee 9/hr and up.
(310)890-1222

CASHIERS AND Hourly Super-
visor. FT/PT Must be reliable, 
excellent customer svc skills & 
available weekends. Experi-
ence with Low Carbohydrate di-
ets a plus! Apply in person.Pure 
Foods 1820 Wilshire Blvd, SM.
EOE.

FIGURE MODEL wanted. Fit fe-
male model wanted for figure 
drawing by artist. No experi-
ence necessary. Call (818)501-
0266

FILE CLERK needed for busy 
SM physical therapy office. Will 
be required to maintain medical 
records and file. M-F, 10-7pm.
Will be trained as a back-up re-
ceptionist, detail oriented a 
must, self starter and works well 
alone. Fax resume to (310)656-
8606. Email 
:foresterpt@aol.com

IMMEDIATE OPENING for full 
or part time Retail Sales Per-
son. Apply in person Mon-Sat 
10am-6pm. Wilshire West Fine 
Paper, 3023 Wilshire Blvd San-
ta Monica.

ONSITE CLEANROOM clean-
ing manager full time position 
(3pm-12am), salary based on 
experience, medical benefits & 
401k, must have own transpor-
tation. (888)263-9886.

THE “GREAT American Pitchf-
est” will be held on Saturday, 
January 31st. at the Los An-
geles Convention Center . This 
will be the largest pitchfest ever 
held, and is for writers, produc-
ers, and directors for film and 
television of all genres and for-
mats. Attend training sessions 
with more than 10 “A-list”
speakers, celebrate at our 
“Sweet Taste of Success”
champagne and dessert buffet 
gala, and meet one-on-one with 
the power people of Hollywood 
who can help turn your movie 
and show ideas into reality. One 
“decision maker’ for every six 
participants. $150 until Decem-
ber 31 ($200 after). Only the 
most credible companies in Hol-
lywood invited. Visit website at 
www.pitchfest.com<  
http://www.pitchfest.com/> for 
full list & more information, or 
call 1-877-255-2528.

For Sale
ALL STORE fixtures for sale.
Bel Mondo going out of biz, 
1413 Montana Ave. (310)394-
7272.

Furniture
COFFEE TABLE w/2 end ta-
bles, oak and a 19” TV. Selling 
all for $250.00 (310)393-2164

Vehicles for sale

1230 Santa Monica Blvd.
310-451-1588

’02 Ford Explorer Sport
V6, Automatic PW P/L tilt,

CD, Alloys! (ID#54518
STK#P5068) $13,995

’95 Ford Escort
Auto, A/C P/windows,

(ID#213592 - STK#P4698)
$3,995

’98 Chev Cavalier
4DR, Automatic, A/C, CD

(ID#807680) $3,995

’02 Chev Tahoe L/S
Dual A/C, CD, Dual P/seats,

third seat, alloys, much more!
(ID#193678) $24,895

’01 Ford Expedition
4x4, Dual A/C, Loaded

(LIC#40BR776 - ID#B59858)
$19,995

’02 Ford Explorer XLT
V6, Leather, Rear A/C, Third

seat (LIC#4TRX317 -
ID#A61068) $18,995

OF SANTA MONICA

PLUS TAX, LICENSE & DOCUMENT 
FEE ON ALL VEHICLES

FOR
SALE 
“Classic” 1982 
Jeep Wagoneer

Solid Vehicle, Very Reliable,
Custom Seats, CD sounds,

Surf Racks, lots of love 
in this Truck.

$2500 FIRM.

(310) 699-7835

Vehicles for sale

’01 FORD CONTOUR SE
VIN 104622 $6,995 Good
Commuter Car, Low Miles,

Low Emission. Vehicle runs on
Natural gas or Unleaded.

97 GMC SONOMA 
pick/up VIN 521973 50K 

bed liner $5995

94 DODGE CARAVAN 
VIN 635648 7 passenger V6

$3995

94 PLYMOUTH ACCLAIM
xlnt cond. 2 dr, H/back. Tiel
98k mi. Cln & shiny.$1695

92 FORD TAURUS 
4DR VIN 112783 

One Owner $4995

93 TOYOTA PREVIA 
Mini Van VIN 112783 

One owner $4995

85 PLMOUTH HORIZON
VIN 208202 $1995 1 owner

good transportation

70 BUICK RIVIERA 
VIN 925668 Classic $6500

65 VW BUG 
VIN 260574 $5495

Claude Short
Auto Sales Dealer

2501 Lincoln Blvd.
in Venice

(310) 395-3712

Vehicles for sale

1401 Santa Monica Blvd.
310-394-1888
infinitiofsantamonica.com 

✯ ’00 BMW X5 4.4i✯
Sport Pkg! V8, Loaded, Low

Mileage! BEAUTIFUL! (H02400)

✯ ’02 Infiniti Q45 Navi✯
THE EXECUTIVE RIDE!
All Loaded, Low Miles

(v002529) 3 More Available

✯ ’03 Infiniti G35 Sedan✯
DVD Navi, Prem whis, Loaded

(v006982)

✯ ’01 Ford Mustang✯

CONVERTIBLE! Automatic 
2D, Leather, (8837P)

✯ ’02 Audi A8L✯
FULLY LOADED! Premium Whls.
Bose Premium Sound (001079)

✯ ’02 Honda S2000✯
4-Cyl. 2.0L VTEC, Leather,
6-Speed, Manuel (8767P)

✯ ’02 Lexus IS300✯
Sport Cross, LOADED! Prem
Wheels, Leather (043651)

✯ ’00 Volvo V70 XC AWD✯

SE Wagon
2.4L Turbo, Moon, alloys

VALUE PRICED! (v707506)

of Santa Monica

Vehicles for sale Vehicles for sale

1100 Santa Monica Blvd

(310) 319-1661
LAcarGUY.com

LEXUS/VOLKSWAGEN
OF SANTA MONICA

PRE-OWNED CENTER

2003 INFINITI G35
COUPE 2D

V6, Automatic, Leather,
Moon Roof (206812)

2002 LEXUS IS 300
SPORT CROSS

4D, Hatchback, Moon, Rear
Spoiler, Lthr (042025)

2003 VW BEETLE
GL Turbo Hatchback, 2D,

Automatic (424228)

2001 VW JETTA GLS
4D Sedan, Automatic, Alloys,

Moom Roof (173214)

1999 LEXUS ES 300 
4D Sedan, 4-SD, Alloys
Moon Roof (163767)

1999 LEXUS LX 470
4D Sport Utility, Automatic,

Leather, Moon (075956)
HURRY TO: 

832 Santa Monica Blvd.

800-944-4157
LAcarGUY.com

YEAR END BLOW OUTS!

’02 FORD FOCUS
4-door, ZTS

(2W176696) $8,990

’03 ECLIPSE GTS
LOADED, Blk, 8K miles

(3E083774) $19,995

’01 NISSAN GXE
AT, AC, PW, CD & MORE

(16437681) $8,995

’02 PT CRUISER LTD
Moon Roof, Leather
(2T246299) $15,990

’03 COROLLA LE
Power windows and locks

(3Z111168) $13,995

’02 FORD TAURUS SES
PST, AW

(2A142548) $9,995

’01 FORD WINDSTAR
Super Clean - Loaded 
(1BB37955) $9,850

AD EXPIRES 1/5/04
All advertised prices exclude gov-
ernment fees and taxes, any
finance charges, any dealer doc-
ument preparation charges, and
any emission testing charge.

Instruction

Instruction

DRUM LESSONS in your 
home! Great w/children & be-
ginners, first lesson FREE! Call 
Tom (310)422-2699.

TUTORING, ASSISTIVE Tech-
nology disability rights advo-
cate. Except Algebra/Geometry, 
Children, adults and seniors 
w/disability. Call Karen 
(310)470-6357.

For Rent

3RD STREET PROMENADE 
Apts. Ocean views, remodeled 
units 1+1, $1500-$2000, 2+2 
$2100-$2500. 1453 3rd Street.
MOVE IN SPECIALS! 
(310)862-1000.

Casa Loma Apartment
101 Dudley Ave. Venice
NOW LEASING!

Steps to the beach
Singles and Studios
$695.00 to $1095.00

MOVE IN SPECIAL
FIRST MONTH FREE!

(Requires S.D. & 1 yr. lease)
1-888-399-1166

WELCOME TO THE WORLD!

The Santa Monica Daily Press is now running birth announcements every Tuesday.

Call Elise DeFord at 310-458-PRESS (7737) x 101 for details.

Announce the arrival of your newest family member.
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READ THROUGH THE BIBLE
Three chapters a week starting with the book of Roman

Where: Velocity Cafe 2127 Lincoln Blvd., Santa Monica
(between Ocean Park & Pico)

When: Every Tuesday starting Jan. 6, 2004

Time: 7:00 p.m to 9:00 p.m.

Sponsored By: Westside Calvary Chapel

FOR INFORMATION: 310-712-3411
WWW.WESTSIDECALVARYCHAPEL.ORG

Century West Properties
Exceptional Westside Rentals

LEASING CENTER
1437 SEVENTH STREET, SUITE 200
SANTA MONICA

Complementary Rental List  &
Leasing  Consultation
Walk-ins Welcome 10am – 6pm Daily
(310) 899-9580

For Rent
NEW  STUDIO Apartments 
available. $1075-$1345. Six 
blocks to beach. Promenade 
area!  (310)656-0311                    

SANTA MONCA 1+1, lower, r/s, 
gated, carpet, pool, 
laundry,parking, elec. included, 
$950.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1295/mo.
1232 Harvard.

Beautiful 1 bdrm, 1ba.
Prestigious location, secluded 

builiding. Features large 
closets, stove, dishwasher,

gated parking.
Owner will consider pets.

Walk to shops, restaurants & 
transportation.
(310)717-7963

SANTA MONICA $1250/mo. 2 
bedroom/ 1 bath. Appliances, 
no pets, parking, 1935 Clover-
field Blvd. #18 Santa Monica, 
Ca. 90404 Manager in #19.

SANTA MONICA $1850/mo. 2 
bedroom, 2 bath, prime loca-
tion, parking available, hard-
wood floors.(310)451-2178.

SANTA MONICA 1 bedroom 
condo,endunit, quiet 6Plex, 
prime location. 1 block North of 
Montana, gourmet kitchen, Vik-
ing Range, stainless steel appli-
ances, Italian tile, patio off of 
French doors, oak hardwood 
floors,1 parking space+ stor-
age, laundry, 1 year lease, no 
pets, $1900/mo. Call for ap-
pointment. (323)222-8929.

WLA $1390/MO. 2 Bedrooms, 1 
bath, hardwood floors, large 
kitchen (310)391-8880.

For Rent
SANTA MONICA 2+2, carpet, 
laundry, new paint, blinds, park-
ing, great building, $1275.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA 3+2, new 
bath, hardwood floors, laundry, 
remodeled, gated, quiet, $2050.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA bachelor, up-
per, carpet, laundry, great deal, 
utilities included $600.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA studio, lower, 
r/s, in 4-plex, near Wilshire, 
parking, utilities included $725.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA: $1100, 
2+1,lower, patio, new paint, qui-
et building, month to month.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SM 2+2 1/2 2 car garge, direct 
acces to unit, laundry room.
Near Wilshire $2600/mo.
(310)439-2073.

WLA OCEANVIEW & Breezes.
Top of hill, private deck-yard 
large 1 bedroom, $1095-$1150.
(310)390-4610.

Houses For Rent
SANTA MONICA duplex 1+!, 
r/s, new carpet, w/d, remodeled, 
private, parking, $1100

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

Houses For Rent
SANTA MONICA guest house, 
furnished, r/s, w/d, quiet, yard, 
parking, utilities included, 
$1250.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA triplex, 1+1, 
r/s, carpet, yard, remodeled 
kitchen, utilities included, 
$1295.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

Roommates
APARTMENT SUB-LET for 

rent: N. of Wilshire,
$700/month. First and last 

month rent. Seeking Male or 
Female, 20-30, employed, re-
sponsible, to share with Fe-
male. Please call for appt.

(310)393-2955.

SANTA MONICA shared apart-
ment, private room, furnished, 
fireplace laundry, month-to-
month. $500.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

Commercial Lease
SM/OCEAN PARK: room avail-
able in well located Chiropractic
& Acupuncture office 3 days 
per/wk $500/mo. Jasmine 
(310)392-9596.

MDR SHARE space. New suite, 
3 space in small Law Firm. Law 
Library, Conference Room, Re-
ceptionist, Copier, DSL, Parking 
Available, 90 Freeway close.
Starting at $800. (310)553-
0756.

Commercial Lease

SANTA MONICA
OFFICES

310.395.4620
$1450.00 AND UP..

• CHARMING MEDITERRANEAN STYLE
• NEAR PROMENADE - WINDOWS OPEN
• GARDEN COURTYARD BUILDING
• TELEPHONE SYSTEM INCLUDED
• NEW PAINT AND CARPET
• FURNISHED AVAILABLE
• SHORT OR LONG TERM
• PARKING INCLUDED
• 2 TO 4 ROOMS
• AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY

Real Estate

AGAPE ESTATES
Pride of Ownership

Homes and Units
Realtor and Developer

Call Today
310-745-4847
Buy or Sell Tomorrow

Real Estate Wanted
MOTIVATED BUYER: I buy 
houses, any area, any price, 
any condition .
Call (310)422-4933 .

Massage
OCEAN THERAPY: nice relax-
ing massage Spanish & Asian 
Staff (310)899-3709.

Massage
BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal 
your body, mind, spirit. Thera-
peutic, Swedish, Deep-tissue.
Energy balancing. Strictly non-
sexual. Introductory specials 
from $50.00/1hr. Lynda, L.M.T.
(310)749-0621

DEEP TISSUE THERAPY 
$40/HR. PROFESSIONAL AND 
NURTURING, WILL ALSO 
TRADE. PAUL (310)741-1901.

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong 
and tender relaxing bodywork 
by mature European. Professio-
nal Lady Sonja (310)397-0433.

OLIVIA FULL body massage.
Smooth, thorough, divinely re-
laxing by beautiful, mature 
woman. Professional & licensed 
$120/hr. $80/ 1/2  hr. (310)915-
5519.

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE,
Swedish, Accupressure, 
Deep-tissue, Sports Mas-
sage, Reflexology. For apt 
call Tracy at (310)435-0657.

Announcements
ALZHEIMER’S SUPPORT GROUP
meeting. Last Wednesday of 
the month; at Sunrise Assisted 
Living, Pacific Palisades call 
(310)573-9545/Linda.

Announcements

Business Opps
LOCAL VENDING route 60 ma-
chines. Locations  included, all 
for $10.995. (800)509-7909.

Fitness

Facials  • Yoga  • Pilates • Therapeutic Massage
Pregnancy & Post-pregnancy services

BRING IN A FRIEND FOR YOGA AND SHE’S FREE!

1333 Ocean Avenue in Santa Monica 

(310) 458-8190
Dr. Lisa Masterson, M.D. 

Ocean Oasis
A Medical Day Spa for Women

TAI CHI/I-CHIUNG classes in 
Santa Monica call for info.
(626)429-6360.

Personals

MOTHER SEARCHING FOR 
DOUG HESSMAN, CANNOT 
TALK. BELIEVED TO BE IN 
STREET, WANTED HOME.
$1,000 REWARD GETTING 
HIM HOME TO MOTHER.

(310)453-4506.

WE ARE THE 

GIG IN TOWN!

Call Mitch at the Santa Monica Daily Press
310.458.7737 ext.111

The Daily Press Hiring Guarantee:
Run an ad in the classified section of the Santa
Monica Daily Press for 4 weeks and we’ll guarantee
that you’ll find the perfect employee!
Call for more details.

Classiest
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DENTAL
EMERGENCY?

UCLA Parkside Medical

2428 SANTA MONICA BLVD., SUITE 303 • SANTA MONICA

• Evening hours + emergency services
• Root Canals, Crowns, Veneers
• 20+ years of experience
• UCLA Graduate
• Most insurances accepted
• Cosmetic Dentistry

Dr. David Taft, DDS

310-315-3676

PPrroommoottee  yyoouurr    bbuussiinneessss  iinn  tthhee  SSaannttaa  MMoonniiccaa

Services

A/C CONSTRUCTION

COMMERCIAL
Residential Remodel

HONEST & RELIABLE

FREE ESTIMATES

310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

A1 CONSTRUCTION, framing, 
drywall, electrical. 30 years in 
this area. Free estimate.
(310)475-0497 or (310)415-
7134.

B.C. HAULING clean-up; all 
types big truck; hydrolic liftgate 
-small truck. No Saturdays.
(310)714-1838.

Services
BOOKKEEPING SERVICES for 
small businesses and individu-
als. Quickbooks, MYOB and Mi-
crosoft Money. Reasonable 
Rates. (310)876-0363.

HARDWOOD
Floors & Molding

Laminate
$0.89/sq.ft.

Solid Oak Prefinish
3-1/4x3/4

$2.39/sq.ft.

Engineered Floor
$1.49/sq.ft.

Bamboo Floor
$2.39/sq.ft.

Unfinished Solid Wood
$0.99/sq.ft.

All Pergo, Columbia, Shaw, Bruce, Anderson &
Mohawk floors on sale. All molding & handrails &

stairs part & all prefinish & unfinished flooring sale.
BEST PRICES IN TOWN.

DISCOUNT

(800) 984-2925

IRONMAN HANDYMAN serv-
ice (323)842-9767. Electrical, 
painting & more. Free esti-
mates! Fast, friendly service.

PICTURE FRAMES custom 
made by professional (310)980-
2674.

Services

GET ORGANIZED!
for filing system set-ups,

unpacking from a major move,
uncluttering closets and 
other home/office paper 

management problems, etc.

HIRE A PROFESSIONAL 
ORGANIZER!

Call Christine Cohen:
310-274-4988

Member: National Association of Professional Organizers

HEAD SHOTS. Price includes 
shoot fee, contact sheets, nega-
tives & expenses. $250.
www.randphoto.net (310)395-
0147.

HOME THEATER AND MUSIC:
system design, installing and 
troubleshooting. 16 years expe-
rience with audio/video sys-
tems, satellite, cable, telephone 
and computer networks.
(310)450-6540.

MARCO TELECOM: Phone 
jacks, installation & repair. Re-
wiring phone line, splitting busi-
ness. (310)301-1926, pager:
(310)351-7673.

Services

KIM’S CHRISTMAS TREES
Finest Quality and Service

We offer tree removal.
Call for an appointment.

(310) 828-5467
NBM CONSTRUCTION

Room Additions, Remodel,
Electric, Plumbing, Carpentry

(888) 420-5866 
Lic#745354

Steve’s
DISCOUNT

PLUMBING
DRAINS • HEAT

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

(310) 439-7771 ALL PRICES NEGOTIABLE

Lic.#759420
All Work

Guaranteed
24
HOUR

15% OFF WITH THIS AD

Services

NOTICE TO
READERS:

California  law requires that 
contractors taking jobs that
total $500 or more (labor or 

materials) be licensed by the 
Contractors State License 

Board. State law also requires 
that contractors include their

license number on all 
advertising.You can check the 

status of your licensed 
contractor at www.cslb.ca.gov 
or 800-321-CSLB. Unlicensed 

contractors taking jobs that
total less than $500 must state

in their advertisements that 
they are not licensed by the 
Contractors State License 

Board.

PAINTING TOP QUALITY  A&A 
custom,Interior And Exterior .
Free Quote. Jeff Arrieta 
(310)560-9864.

TOWN & Country Builder. Ma-
sonry work, concrete, drive-
ways, brick, stone wall, patio, 
tile. State/Lic. 441191 (310)578-
7108.

Services

When You Get Ready to Fix Up, Call Us!

NED PARKER 
CONSTRUCTION

Bonded & Insured • Lic#658-486
PAINTING • CARPENTRY • ROOFING

CONCRETE • ELECTRICAL

323.871.8869

Computer Services
COMPUTER HELP: Your office 
or home. Typing, tutorial, Micro-
soft Word, Excel, Access, inter-
net navigation, software instal-
lation. Also, notary public serv-
ices. (310)207-3366

Pay tribute to a loved one.

$40 a day up to 40 words.

$.20 per word thereafter.
$5 extra with photo.

Call Mitch for details.

310.458.7737 ext. 111

The Santa Monica Daily Press Obituaries.

YOUR
AD 

HERE
ADVERTISE!!!

Santa Monica
Daily Press
Classifieds

310.458.7737 
Ask for Mitch

Steve’s
DISCOUNT
PLUMBING
DRAINS • HEAT

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

(310) 439-7771 ALL PRICES NEGOTIABLE

Lic.#759420
All Work

Guaranteed
24
HOUR

15% OFF WITH THIS AD
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A FAMILY OF DEALERS

Drivers 
wanted.®

By The Associated Press

■ BRADENTON, Fla. — Humorist Art Buchwald
is being honored for talking openly about depression. 

Buchwald, 78, will be feted Jan. 12 by the National
Association for Research on Depression and
Schizophrenia at a gala in Sarasota. 

“I could fight it, but then I became suicidal. I just
couldn’t handle it anymore,” said Buchwald, who writes
a column for the Washington Post. “It was so bad that I
planned to check into the Plaza Hotel (in New York) and
jump from the 16th floor.”

Buchwald revealed his depression on CNN’s “Larry
King Live” nearly eight years ago. At the time, he said
he had two “bad periods” that required hospitalization,
in 1963 and in 1987. 

“I wouldn’t wish them on anybody, but I got better
which is my biggest message for the people out there,”
Buchwald told King. “You get better.” 

Buchwald was awarded the Pulitzer Prize for com-
mentary in 1982. For many years, he was a columnist
for the Herald Tribune in Paris. He has published more
than 30 books, including his memoirs “I’ll Always Have
Paris” and “Leaving Home.” 

■ AUSTIN, Texas — Willie Nelson brought down
the house when he debuted his new anti-war ballad at a
fund-raiser over the weekend for Democratic presiden-
tial hopeful Dennis Kucinich. 

“People were on their feet, applauding,” Kucinich’s
media coordinator Susan Mainzer said of the Saturday
performance. 

Nelson has said he wrote “What Ever Happened to
Peace on Earth” on Christmas Day at the California
home of his in-laws. 

“There was nothing but bad news, and here it was
Christmas Day,” Nelson told the Austin American-
Statesman last month. “I said, ‘There sure are a lot of
babies dying and mothers crying,’ and (wife) Annie

said, ‘That sounds like a song.”’
The song asks questions such as, “How much oil is a

human life worth?” 
It is the second protest song Nelson has written. He

often performed his Vietnam-era protest song, “Jimmy’s
Road,” at peace rallies during the 1991 Gulf War. 

Kucinich’s two-day tour through Austin started
Friday. At a Capitol rally Saturday, Kucinich told sever-
al hundred people that ending combat in Iraq is among
his highest goals. 

Asked if his new song might cause a backlash with
conservative country music fans, Nelson said, “I sure
hope so.” 

■ WELLINGTON, New Zealand — Grammy-
nominated singer Daniel Bedingfield may remain in
New Zealand for several months to recuperate from
injuries suffered in a car accident. 

Alison Lees, spokeswoman for the Whangarei Base
Hospital where Bedingfield was listed in a stable condi-
tion, said he’d likely be released by the end of next week. 

“But he won’t be well enough to travel, so he’ll be
recuperating in New Zealand for two or three months,”
Lees told reporters Sunday. 

“He’s damaged vertebrae in his neck but it hasn’t affect-
ed his motor or sensory capabilities. He’s a fairly lucky guy.” 

Bedingfield, 24, suffered head and neck injuries
Friday when the Jeep Cherokee he was driving from a
music festival near Whangarei rolled on a rural road.
Firefighters cut him from the wreckage and he was
taken to a hospital by ambulance. 

His manager, Neale Easterby, said the singer would
have to change his immediate career plans. 

“He had half a new album in the can before he left for
New Zealand,” he told New Zealand Press Association
from Britain. “We’ll just have to push stuff back. 

“He’s happy. He just thanks God he’s alive.” 
The young garage artist burst onto the British dance

scene in 2001 with the album “Gotta Get Thru This,”

which sold more than 3 million copies. The title track
went to No.1 on British charts and earned him a
Grammy nomination for best dance recording. 

■ NEW YORK — Jerry Seinfeld will do a “pop-in”
on his old friend, Larry David, this season on “Curb
Your Enthusiasm.” 

“But don’t blink,” David told Newsweek magazine
for its Jan. 12 issue. 

He said the comedian, with whom he created “Seinfeld,”
showed up on the set during an episode set in Manhattan
and makes a brief cameo, but wouldn’t elaborate. 

The fourth season of the HBO comedy, which began
Sunday night, stars David as himself: a cranky comedy
writer. He figured he’d do 10 episodes a year, compared
to the 23 required for a network series, and that produc-
tion would take eight months at the most. 

Even though the shows are mostly improvised, he found
that writing 10 episode outlines takes so long, he has to
start on a new season as soon as he finishes the last one. 

“I’m working all the time,” the 56-year-old said. “It’s 51
weeks a year. I’m working more days on this show than I did
on ‘Seinfeld.”’ ... “It’s not OK at all! It’s the opposite of OK!” 

■ KEY WEST, Fla. — Former Philadelphia 76ers
president Pat Croce plans to open a pirate museum in
this island city, once a base for seafaring outlaws. 

Croce, known for his daredevil personality, bought a
building in Key West’s downtown for $3 million last
week. He hopes to open Pirate Soul in the fall. 

He said the museum will feature items from his pirate
collection, including a treasure chest from Capt.
Thomas Tew and the last journal from Capt. William
Kidd, a 17th century pirate who was executed for his
crimes. Croce also wants to borrow or lease other items. 

“I want people to say, ‘Wow!’ when they see it. We’ll
take them back in time,” Croce, who lives in the
Philadelphia area and owns two homes in Key West,
told the Key West Citizen.

Columnist’s bout with depression a cause for celebration?


