
Making the grade
means walking the line
BY RYAN HYATT
Daily Press Staff Writer

MALIBU CITY HALL —
Elected leaders are set to
decide on Thursday whether
students who fail the state’s
high school exam should be
allowed to walk with their fel-
low classmates at graduation.

The board of education of
the Santa Monica-Malibu
Unified School District is
expected to decide whether or
not seniors scheduled to gradu-
ate with the class of 2006 —
but who have failed the
California High School Exit
Examination — should be
allowed to walk with their
classmates in June. 

According to staff’s recom-
mendation, those students,
instead of receiving a diploma,
would walk with their class-

Child Support Follies: News of the
Weird has reported several times about
hard-luck men who, believing they are
biological fathers, agree to child sup-
port, only to learn via a DNA test that
they are not, but whom judges will not
let rescind those agreements. An even
more ironic case emerged from the
Saskatchewan Court of Appeal in
December. A man had originally
agreed to support his new wife’s
daughter, but then he and his wife
divorced, and the court ruled he must
continue to support the girl even
though the wife has now married the
man who is the girl’s biological father. 

Today is the fourth day of 2006.
There are 361 days left in the year.  

On Jan. 4, 1965, President Johnson
outlined the goals of his Great Society
in his State of the Union Address.
In 1821, the first native-born
American saint, Elizabeth Ann Seton,
died in Emmitsburg, Md.
In 1948, Britain granted independence
to Burma. 
In 1951, during the Korean conflict,
North Korean and Communist Chinese
forces captured the city of Seoul. 
In 1960, French author Albert Camus
died in an automobile accident at age
46.

“Very few men are wise by their own
counsel; or learned by their own

teaching. For he that was only taught
by himself, had a fool to his master.” 

BEN JONSON
ENGLISH DRAMATIST AND POET (1572-1637)
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On the edge of their sea

Fabian Lewkowicz/Daily Press
Onlookers on Tuesday sit high atop the dunes created by the Los Angeles County department of Beaches and Harbors
in Venice, hoping to see some tall-reaching waves. High surf advisories continue for the second week in a row. Check
page 3 for today’s surf report.

BY RYAN HYATT
Daily Press Staff Writer

CITY HALL — The recent release
of a financial report is expected to
help elected leaders make better
decisions regarding the new Civic
Center, while some insist obtain-
ing the report was like “pulling
teeth” and that city staff is in need
of an attitude check.

At least one Santa Monica City
Councilman said the financial
analysis for three housing devel-
opment proposals should have
been given to him weeks ago,
shortly after he and the rest of the
City Council requested it from
staff, who already had access to
the information.

City Council members said a
60-page report released last week
will finally allow them to under-
stand why a staff recommendation
to approve a proposal submitted
by the Related Companies of
California’s to build housing at the
new Civic Center is the best devel-
opment plan. 

Although council members said
they are more satisfied with the
information provided in the finan-
cial report, some feel city employ-
ees need to be reminded that elect-
ed leaders direct public policy in
Santa Monica, and not the other
way around.

“Staff has become increasingly
arrogant, and it has to stop,” City
Councilman Herb Katz said on
Tuesday. “Staff should never
make the decisions of what (the
council) should or should not see.
The Civic Center is a huge project
that will set a standard for years,
and it’s essential (the council) has
as much information as possible.”

The City Council decided on
Dec. 13 to put off choosing one of
three development proposals for
the “Village,” the housing compo-
nent of the Civic Center. The City
Council delayed the decision
because more financial informa-
tion was needed to determine

Finances of
city housing
put under
microscope

By Daily Press staff

PICO NEIGHBORHOOD — Police
are looking for the person or persons
who shot a Santa Monica teenager
in the arm on Tuesday.

At 4:17 p.m., two Santa Monica
Police officers assigned to the Pico

Neighborhood detail were notified
of shots fired in the area of 1800
block 16th Street. Officers imme-
diately contained the area and a
short time later, officers saw a dark
vehicle leaving the alley. The vehi-

See THE VILLAGE, page 7 See SHOTS FIRED, page 6See SENIORS, page 6

Carolyn Sackariason/Daily Press
Santa Monica Police question a man on Tuesday at the corner of Euclid Street
and Pico Boulevard regarding a drive-by shooting that occurred several blocks
away.

Shots ring out in Pico



ARIES (March 21-April 19)
★★★ You might be more mellow than

you have been in a long time. A partnership
enhances your sense of well-being. Do share
more of what you consider to be a high priority or
critical for you. Others are most receptive.
Tonight: Schedule a personal night.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
★★★★★ Your efforts to contact some-

one at a distance pay off. You might feel much
better than you have in a long time. A partner is
only too pleased by your efforts, and visa versa.
Step into the winner’s circle. Tonight: Don’t be
shy.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★★ Others want your attention, at

any cost. Fortunately, you have the energy you
need to be anywhere and everywhere. Others
admire your vigor. Just make sure you follow
through. Your instincts serve you well. Tonight: A
force to be dealt with.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
★★★★★ Tune in to your intuition, and

you can hardly go wrong. Enjoy yourself, and fol-
low through on key priorities. Your humor helps
you jump through hoops. Creativity could warm
up your personal life. Tonight: May there be
music around you.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
★★★★ Your instincts are right on target

regarding a financial partnership or a personal
matter. You come from a positive space. Act on
your thoughts, and you might be quite pleased
with the end results. You build on security.
Tonight: Be with someone who counts.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
★★★★★ Others are too pleased to hear

from you, or you them. In either case, communi-
cation finally flourishes, and you feel better than
you have in a long time. It is time to express your
deeper feelings. Don’t hold back. Tonight: Clear
the air.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
★★★★ Your sixth sense homes in on an

opportunity. How you see a situation could
change dramatically, allowing you to gain both
financially and professionally. Plug into your sixth
sense, and you are nearly guaranteed a home
run. Tonight: You might be putting in some extra
hours.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
★★★★★ You have periods in which you

are unusually lucky. Today is one! Let what needs
to happen simply occur spontaneously. Let go of
your strong need to control. Your imagination and
luck merge. What more could you ask for?
Tonight: So what if it is Wednesday night? Act like
it is Friday evening.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
★★★★ You are coming from a stable

point of view. Think in terms of what you need to
do in order to make yourself comfortable. A dis-
cussion with a time-honored friend or adviser
helps you center even more. Tonight: At home.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
★★★★★ Meetings and crowds in gener-

al stimulate your thoughts. You are lucky with
many people. Pick up the phone. Make it OK to
take an extra-long lunch. Tonight: Say what is on
your mind.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
★★★★ You might decide that spending a

little on your image is very helpful. Sometimes
you don’t realize the impact of first impressions.
Realize that you have to get more into the swing
of things (which, in your case, might be acting a
bit more conservatively). Tonight: Take a hard
look at your budget.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
★★★★★ Claim your power and know

what you want to do. Only you can stop yourself,
with the Moon in your sign. Positive news comes
from a distance. Ask questions if feeling doubtful.
Yes, you are lucky. Tonight: Top dog.
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JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS The stars show the kind of day you’ll Have:
★★★★★-Dynamic  ★★★★-Positive  ★★★-Average  ★★-So-so  ★-Difficult

Don’t be shy, Taurus
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California survey shows Mercury Insurance Auto
rates to be the most competetive in this area.

Phone Quotes Available

Providing Professional & Personalized Service Since 1936

■  Auto Experts ■  Life, Disability & Pension

■  Homeowners ■  Commercial & Business

■  Workers Compensation ■  Group & Individual Health

Representing “A” rated companies 
including MERCURY INSURANCE

310.829.0305
2325 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica

We encourage you to visit the Santa
Monica Historical Society Museum —

The Archives of Santa Monica.
1539 Euclid (310) 395-2290

01601984

Discount rates

WITHOUT DISCOUNT SERVICE.
It’s no accident more people trust State Farm to insure their cars. Call today.

Providing Insurance and Financial Services

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company (Not in NJ), Bloomington, IL

David B. Rosenberg, Agent
Insurance Lic. #:0618319
1220 Lincoln Blvd., Santa Monica CA 90401
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LOCAL

Now that a new year is upon us, 2006 will
prove to be 365 days of opportunities and
challenges. The city of Santa Monica has
many of both — a new city manager will start
his job this month, as will a “homeless czar”
who is charged with effectively dealing with
our growing residentially-challenged citizens.

So this week, Q-Line wants to know,
“What is the biggest issue facing Santa
Monica and how should we as a communi-
ty deal with it?”

Call (310) 285-8106 before Friday at 5
p.m. and we’ll print your responses in the
weekend edition. Please try to limit your com-
ments to a minute or less. It might help to
think first about the wording of your response.

Sponsored by...
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The Galley
Rediscover The Galley’s genuine

service while experiencing our new
weekend brunch served on our

beautiful outdoor patio.
Serving Brunch from 11AM-4PM

Full Bar-Best Bloody Mary’s in Santa Monica
(310) 452-1934

2442 Main Street • Santa Monica

EST. 1934

SURF CENTER santa monica

bCore Surf/Lifestyle Shop bbCore Surf/Lifestyle Shop b
1451 THIRD STREET PROMENADE
IN SANTA MONICA • 310.656.CURL

SNOW AND SURF REPORTS

WEDNESDAY
LOW TIDE: 6:01AM 2.1FT 6:54PM 0.2FT
HIGH TIDE: 12:51AM 4.3FT 11:53AM 5.2FT

THURSDAY
LOW TIDE: 7:26AM 2.0FT 7:40PM 0.5FT
HIGH TIDE: 1:42AM 4.6FT 1:01PM 4.2FT

FRIDAY
LOW TIDE: 9:05AM 1.7FT 8:29PM 1.1FT
HIGH TIDE: 2:35AM 4.9FT 2:33PM 3.4FT

TIDE FORECAST FOR SANTA MONICA

CONDITIONS WATER TEMP: 59°
DATA PROVIDED BY WETSAND.COM

SURF AND SNOW QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS? EMAIL ALEX@SMDP.COM

CONDITIONS
DATA PROVIDED BY ONTHESNOW.COM

SWELL FORECAST (11-17 FT)

In SoCal, most west-facing breaks are seeing sets run-
ning three-feet overhead. Standouts are seeing some
set waves reaching 15 feet on the face at times. 
Please note that today’s swell is increasing the risk of
riptides, especially at direct west-facing beach breaks,
and especially during the outgoing tides. Alongshore
currents are also a concern. Caution is advised. 
Contamination is also a major concern today from our
recent rains. As a reminder, there is a risk of increased
bacteria levels through a period of at least 72-hours fol-
lowing the end of any measurable rain event. Water con-
tact should be avoided during this period, especially
within 100 yards of drainpipes, creek outlets, river
mouths, etc.

LONG RANGE SYNOPSIS

Wednesday, size will drop a bit as our current NW swell will be
replaced. This next swell is from a system that we’ve been watch-
ing since last week under Aleutian Chain that increased in
strength as it entered the Gulf of Alaska. This will be a tad weak-
er than recent swells.

BEAR MOUNTAIN
NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 6” 12”-12” 8:00am - 4:00pm 8 9/12

CONDITIONS: Machine Made, Machine Groomed, Hard Packed, Loose Granular, Thin Cover

JUNE MOUNTAIN
NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 36 40" - 72" 8:30am - 4:00pm 35 2/6

CONDITIONS: Powder, Packed Powder, Machine Groomed

MAMMOTH MOUNTAIN
NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 40” 120" - 144" 8:30 am - 4 pm 50 11/28

CONDITIONS: Powder, Packed Powder, Machine Groomed

MOUNTAIN HIGH
NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 5” 8”-10” 8:00 am - 10:00 pm 3 3/16

CONDITIONS: Machine Made, Wet, Thin Cover

MT. BALDY
NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 14” 8”-1” 8:00 am - 4:00 pm 0 0

CONDITIONS: N/A

SNOW SUMMIT
NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 6” 12”-12” 8:00 am - 6:00 pm 8 8/13

CONDITIONS: Machine Made, Machine Groomed, Hard Packed, Loose Granular, Thin Cover

SNOW VALLEY
NEW SNOW BASE DEPTH LIFT HOURS RUNS OPEN LIFTS OPEN
(24 Hrs) 10” 12”-12” 8:00 am - 9:00 pm 2 4/11

CONDITIONS: Machine Made, Machine Groomed

Since 1967
Quality  &  Value  Always!

310-399-7892
2732 Main St.

Santa Monica

Open 6am - 2:30pm Mon. - Fri.
6am - 4pm Sat. - Sun.

Start the year
right with a

hearty breakfast
COMPLETE FITNESS FACILITY     FREE PARKING EASTON GYM IS YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD GYM

1 2 3 3  T H I R D  S T R E E T  P R O M E N A D E , S A N T A  M O N I C A    ( 3 1 0 )  3 9 5 - 4 4 4 1

get fit ... feel good

Kids the focus in the world of books
By Daily Press staff

West LA’s Children’s Book World is hosting a number of events in January, fea-
turing meet and greets, book readings and autograph opportunities.  

The events include:
■ Storytelling with Jon Reed. Join Reed, a professional actor and singer, for a

comical retelling of classic children’s books. The show will be held Saturday, Jan.
14 at 10 a.m. and it is recommended for children ages 4 to 8.

■ Author talk and autographs with Claire and Monte Montgomery. The
Montgomerys are the authors of the middle-grade novel, “Hubert Invents the
Wheel.” They will talk about the process of writing their first book and getting it
published, as well as offering facts about ancient Mesopotamian culture. The event
will be held on Saturday Jan. 21 from 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. and it is recom-
mended for children ages 9 to 12.

■ Storytelling with Kathleen Zundell. Zundell and her puppet friends invite chil-
dren ages 3 to 8 to join them for stories and songs guaranteed to make everyone
laugh. The show will be held on Saturday, Jan. 28 at 10:30 a.m.

■ Author talk and autographing with Louis Sachar. A chance for both children
and adults to meet author Louis Sachar. His books are popular with children age 7
through teenage. His works include, “Marvin Redpost,” “Wayside School” and
“Holes.” The event will be held Saturday, Jan. 28 from 2 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. and is
open to guests ages seven and up.

Children’s Book world is located at 10580 1/2 Pico Blvd.  For more information,
call (310) 559-BOOK.

Auction to benefit pro bono law firm
By Daily Press staff

A local law firm is collaborating with Los Angeles artists to benefit a pro bono
law firm. 

Russ, August & Kabat will host a silent auction of contemporary artists’ works to
benefit Public Counsel, the L.A.-based national leader in pro bono public interest law. 

The free, public silent auction will feature works by major California contempo-
rary artists. More than 50 works of art, including contemporary sculptures, will be
offered. Artists include Vasa, Brad Howe, Laddie John Dill, Woods Davy, Astrid
Preston, Pattsi Valdez, Frank Romero and Jim Morphesis. 

Prominent members of Los Angeles’ legal community also will be in attendance.  
The auction will be held at the newly expanded Russ, August & Kabat office,

located at 12424 Wilshire Blvd., 12th floor on Jan. 19 from 6:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. 

COMMUNITY BRIEFS

Be in the middle of it all!
Professional office space available on the Third Street Promenade.

950 square feet of office space conveniently located downtown, a walk away from shops, restaurants and
the beach. Bright office space with high ceilings, natural light, two large private offices and a spacious
reception area. Quiet location with a shared kitchen. New paint and carpet. Parking. Available now.

Call (310) 458-7737 ext. 104
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Mental illness problem is not theoretical
Editor:

The article by psychiatrist David Sirkin, M.D. “Give them shelter, not leave them
in the streets” (SMDP, Dec. 30, page 4) discusses remedies for homelessness, and
touches on a cause of homelessness. The latter point needs to be emphasized. A
major decision by the United States Supreme Court in 1975 changed much of the
street scene. In decades prior to that decision, it was rare to see people living on the
streets. 

The Court in O’Connor v. Donaldson, 422 U.S. 563 (1975), held that an adult
with a mental disorder could not be placed in a mental hospital for treatment against
his will unless he was a danger to himself or others, or was incapable of surviving
outside of the mental hospital. 

The book “Escape from Freedom” (Erich Fromm, 1941) was very popular in the
’60s and discussed the distinction between freedom from and freedom to. In the con-
text of this discussion, the person with a mental disorder may be free from commit-
ment to a mental hospital, but just what is he free to do now? Sleeping on the streets,
panhandling, and searching through garbage cans do not strike me as real choices.
They are choices of someone who needs effective treatment. Hence, the court’s deci-
sion in O’Connor 20 years ago turns out to be a decision not truly protecting a con-
stitutional liberty interest, but only a theoretical one. The issue must be revisited.

Frank R. Burton
Santa Monica

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

OPINIONS EXPRESSED are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials
from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention to publish
all letters we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to editor@smdp.com.
All letters must include the author’s name and telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices locat-
ed at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Suite 202, Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest editorials are sub-
ject to editing for space and content.

I must come clean. I am a bumbling
fool, a jolly, clueless bumpkin. Contently,
I’ve been going about my life lacking
even the slightest understanding of the
motivation, desire and emotional makeup
of every woman on planet earth. Surely
I’m not alone in my ignorance, but that
doesn’t make up for the fact that every
assumption I’ve collected about wom-
ankind over the years has turned out to be
a steaming pile of poppycock.

Whoops.
Oh, there were red flags along the way

indicating that something was off kilter.
For instance, I remember getting back a
high school essay that had received a gen-
erally favorable overview from Ms.
Douglas, a demanding political science
instructor. However, on page six, I made a
typographical error of enormous dimen-
sions, mistakenly using the singular
“woman” when the plural “women” was
required. Ms. Douglas savagely attacked
the error, shouting in bleeding red ink
that, “You know Seth, there are more than
one of us.”

Over the holidays, I received a jolting
piece of news from my girlfriend and
mother concerning the way women see
the world. Of course, popular culture and
armchair psychologists have already laid
out the awe-striking behavioral and emo-
tional differences between men and
women. But this didn’t prepare me for a
dumbfounding fact: The very first thing
women look for when they meet some-
body is an engagement ring and/or wed-
ding band.

Ignoramus that I am, I had assumed
when meeting complete strangers, women
took measure of character and ethical
makeup. OK, and I suppose I could also
conceive of a situation where an enterpris-
ing lady might make absolute judgments
about somebody based on their physical
appearance alone.

But in truth, the “Engagement Ring
Assessment” is the ultimate benchmark.

This visual cue separates the masses into
two distinct camps: “Available” or
“Unavailable.” And it doesn’t matter if
you’re young, old, male, female, or trans-
sexual … you fall into one of the two divi-
sions. You see, women aren’t judging
whether an individual is dating or rela-
tionship eligible — although that can be
one motivation. Rather, they are assessing
a person’s standing in the world. Every
other personality trait flows from your sta-
tus of “Available” or “Unavailable.”

Of course the reason for this instanta-
neous investigative work is that it would
be transparently rude and nosy to ask
probing personal questions seconds after
meeting somebody. So it’s much better to
make unsubstantiated assumptions about
them based on the presence — or lack
thereof — of a shiny stone they’ve
clasped around their finger.

Let’s say we have an unavailable
woman wearing an unremarkable engage-
ment ring with a tiny diamond. Clearly her
husband is cheapskate and/or she didn’t
have the moxie to hook up with a guy who
treats her like a 21st Century Suburban
Princess. How about a young lass wearing
an ostentatious stone that glitters like the
North Star on steroids? Looks like we
have a 5-Point Trophy Wife on our hands.
That stocky fellow you caught covertly
removing his wedding band as he stepped
into the bar? He’s a Wannabe Available
until his wife leaves him when she finds
out he’s been spending all his free hours
talking to girls half his age in the sports
bar next to his office.

I think a lot of time could be saved by
skipping this whole engagement ring cat
and mouse game all together. What if we
all wore nametags that neatly summed up
our place in the world? Wouldn’t this
make things easier?

Just think about the possibilities. “I’m a
scumbag who just put my wedding ring in
my back pocket so I can chat up this col-
lege-age waitress.” Or, “I’m a dimwitted
socialite who committed to eternal matri-
mony in exchange for unlimited use of a
luxury automobile.”

Wouldn’t that be a lot more exciting
and honest all the way around?

(Seth Barnes can be reached at barnes-
seth@hotmail.com.)

ICONOCLAST
BLAST

BY SETH BARNES

That ring bling thing

...PLEASE SEND LETTERS TO:
Santa Monica Daily Press: Att. Editor 1427 Third Street Promenade Suite 202 Santa Monica, CA  90401

Or email: editor@smdp.com

ALL OPINIONS ARE EQUAL
AT THE DAILY PRESS...

Do you have business briefs?
Submit news releases to: editor@smdp.com or fax (310) 576-9913



COMMENTARY

“Oh my God, he’s Jewish, too!”
I am with two friends, all of us Jewish,

all of us speechless. Which is strange
enough in itself, but not half as strange as
the scene before us.  

It’s two bits shy of noon. We have just
ducked into a local eatery to check the
menu when one of the two trailer-park
rejects, entrenched at the bar, ashtrays
overflowing, sipping double whiskeys
with another eight dead soldiers between
them, uttered: 

“Oh my God, he’s Jewish, too!”
But the source of the shock is not so

much the exclamation, but rather that it
was directed at the nine-inch television
perched on the back bar. What had
enthralled this pair of intellectually chal-
lenged reprobates was “The Bird Cage,” a
remake of a French farce about a pair of
aging gay men, one of them a flamboyant
cross-dressing queen, who are having …
marriage problems. And yes, “Oh my
God,” one of them is Jewish, too.

Welcome to my new home …
Montana.   

But how does someone who spent his
entire life in the teeming, solidly blue,
metropolises of New York and Los
Angeles end up in the rural West? Trout!
Big rainbows, cutthroats, brooks and
browns. But trout alone is not reason
enough to give up four-star restaurants for
a single menu — seemingly shared by
every eatery — featuring red meat and
potatoes or fried chicken as the healthy
alternative. 

There is a pivotal moment in every love
affair. Such was the case in that began the
ménage between my wife and I and
Montana. It was during a horseback ride
into the wilderness that we came upon a
doe standing protectively on the trail
along the edge of a willow swamp. A pair
of wolves were tormenting her — repeat-
edly charging in, only to be chased off by
the defiant doe, each time a little further,
finally … too far. It was at that moment
that a third wolf, crouched behind a bush
less than 20 feet from our trembling hors-
es, shot into the willows. An instant later
we heard the mortal scream of a fawn
secreted in the brush. It was an instant of
pure natural savagery, as if National
Geographic had staged the moment for
our personal wonderment. 

We were hopelessly smitten. This was
Eden. Though one that has succumbed to
the Serpent’s temptations and partaken of
the apple, albeit probably a crab apple and
a wormy one at that.  

Montana, at times, seems totally over-
run by a tribe of intolerant, pugilistic
Irishman who, like gang bangers in South
Central, are too quick to take offense at
any perceived slight to their unjustified
pride. And if you believe the old joke, that
when God created the earth it tilted and
everything loose rolled to California, then
anything that took a funny bounce proba-
bly landed in the Big Sky State. And yes
Virginia, the sky really is bigger.

But it is hard to define Montana. It is a
place of stark contradictions and sardonic

irony, something I was contemplating as I
loaded a new manure fork into the back of
my Mercedes ML 500.

Montana is truly purple. With a popu-
lation of fewer than 1 million, Montana
has only a single congressman. He’s a
conservative Republican. The governor is
a Democrat as is the majority of the State
Legislature. The two senators are split,
one Democrat and one Republican, but
both were in absolute agreement when it
came to taking cash from lobbyist Jack
Abramoff. Though, to be fair, the GOP’s
Conrad Burns received eight times more
money and, upon receiving the cash, sud-
denly had a change of heart regarding all
votes that related to the lobbyist’s inter-
ests. Montanans also voted for Bush …
twice, but recent polls suggest that a
majority have seen the error of their ways.

While the state is predominantly con-
servative, Missoula and Bozeman — or
BozAngeles as the locals derisively call it
— are both college towns and are rela-
tively progressive. But even there trou-
bling exceptions exist, such as when a
Missoulian teacher, her lesbian lover and
their infant daughter were nearly mur-
dered when someone, whose “Christian
values” were offended by their gay
lifestyle, set the couple’s house on fire
while the three were in bed asleep. 

And, while not as psychotically reli-
gious as the South, Montana does have
strong Christian underpinnings. For a “lib-
eral Jew” it is disturbing to ride along the
public thoroughfares and come across
ubiquitous billboards sporting a Goliath
Jesus with a caption that implies that “His”
is the only legitimate form of worship. 

But a far worse crime than being a non-
Christian in Montana, is being from
California. As the locals see it,
Californians’ buy up the most beautiful
pieces of the state, jack up prices until the
dream of ownership is forever out of reach
of the people who grew up there, then try
to change everything that attracted them
in the first place so it more resembles
California. And of course they are right. 

But while there are pockets of resent-
ment and bigotry, the majority of the peo-
ple are open and friendly in ways that are
so typical of small towns. When you go
into the hardware store there is always
someone to ask what you need and who
will know the exact location of that screw,
washer or tool all without the fear of being
crushed by a 500 pound pallet of Chinese-
made toilet seats tumbling from 20 feet
above. And if you get stuck in a snowdrift
or ditch, almost everyone will stop to
help, even if you had a knock down drag
out fight at a bar the night before.  

Without using even a dollar’s worth of
gas, we can water, downhill and cross-
country ski, snowmobile, kite board, hike,
snow shoe, canoe and mountain bike.
Every morning we wake up in a pristine
wilderness. Countless lakes, rivers,
streams and creeks are nestled in the sur-
rounding mountains. The sky is a con-
stantly shifting melodrama, loath to ever
show the same face twice. Moose, deer
and elk slip through the willows and
woods outside our window as hawks, owls
and eagles soar among the treetops above.  

We are living in paradise.

(Ed Silverstein used to live in Santa
Monica but has gained more insight since
moving to Montana.)
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mates and receive a certificate of atten-
dance that indicates they have completed
other graduation requirements.

The proposal, if approved, is expected to
affect between 60 to 80 Santa Monica high
school students per year, officials said.

The exit exam has two parts that
include an English and mathematics sec-
tion, according to staff. 

Special education students who pass
the test with modifications may receive a
waiver that would allow them to graduate,
staff said. Earlier this year, the SMMUSD
approved waivers for 12 seniors who
qualified. 

However, dozens of other students may
not qualify for the exemptions, officials
said. Many of them may have made sub-
stantial efforts to overcome educational
hurdles over the years, but they still fail
the exam. Some might have passed the
math section but failed English, and vice
versa, officials said.

Not recognizing such students in some
capacity at graduation may do more harm

than good, officials said.
“The impact of this test is that you can’t

get into a four-year college out of high
school, and for those who do not go on to
college at all, they may have trouble getting
a job without a high school diploma,” said
Oscar de la Torre, a school board member.
“We don’t want to categorize or standard-
ize these students any more than we have
to, and we want a program with the most
positive outcome for the students.”

Current seniors first took the exit exam
in March or May of 2004. Students who
did not pass both sections had two addi-
tional opportunities to take the test last
year and will have three opportunities this
year, staff said.

There also have been several programs
put into place to help students pass the test.
The state has provided each 10th grade
student a test study guide. Students also a
take a pre-test in ninth and 10th grade
which also targets students for intervention
if needed, the staff report said.

Students who fail the exit exam would
only be able to walk with their classmates if
they met all other graduation requirements.

cle was stopped in the 1200 block of Pico
Boulevard and the occupants were
detained.  A field show-up was conducted
and the witness identified one of the occu-
pants in the vehicle as a person that was
seen holding a gun in his hand, police said.

While officers were conducting the inves-
tigation, police dispatch was notified of a per-
son who walked into a local hospital with a
gunshot wound to the arm. The victim is an

18-year-old boy from Santa Monica.
The investigation is ongoing and at

presstime the suspect had not been
booked.

Anyone having any information is
encouraged to contact the robbery-homi-
cide unit of the Santa Monica Police
Department at (310) 458-8451 or the
watch commander’s office at (310) 458-
8426. Callers who wish to remain anony-
mous may also call the We-Tip national
hotline at 1-800-78-CRIME (27463).
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which proposal is best.
Katz, as well as Councilman Bobby

Shriver and Mayor Bob Holbrook, asked
city staff to provide the financial analysis.
Other council members, while confident
that staff’s recommendation was the best,
agreed to postpone a decision in light of
the controversy.

Because of scheduling conflicts, the
City Council is not expected to make a
decision about the proposals until
February, according to Judy Franz, City
Hall spokeswoman. 

Based on information staff provided,
Related’s proposal would allow 165, or 51
percent, of the housing units to be afford-
able. The remaining would be market rate
condominiums.

To attain the 325 total units requested
by elected officials, however, Related
wanted a building height adjustment from
56 to 65 feet.

The proposals by two other companies
— Bridge/BRE and Castle & Cooke —
fell considerably short of desired guide-
lines. Bridge/BRE asserted that in order to
have the 325 units and affordable housing,
building heights would have to be raised
to 80 feet. Castle & Cooke proposed that
one of the Village’s buildings would have
to be 120 feet tall.

The point Katz and other councilmem-
bers raised on Dec. 13 was that Related’s
proposal might be best, but they wouldn’t
know for sure until they reviewed the
financial analysis behind each proposal.

“The proposals varied so widely it was
difficult to know why one called for a
120-foot tower, for example, and the oth-
ers did not,” Katz said. “Because one pro-
posal may look better than the other (on
the surface), it’s important to understand
their differences.

“The goal is to ensure the city is getting
the most quality in its housing.”

For $54,300, City Hall hired a consul-

tant, Keyser Marston Associates (KMA),
to help evaluate the three proposals.
KMA’s analysis — along with the finan-
cial information on each company’s pro-
posal and other charts for comparison —
were included in the recent report.

KMA believed Related’s proposal was
the strongest option for Santa Monica.

Of the three proposals, only Related
was able to agree to acquire the site under
the terms of a long-term lease, a condition
requested by the City Council.
Bridge/BRE and Castle & Cooke pro-
posed to buy some aspect of the properties
from City Hall. 

In addition, Related would pay City
Hall between $14.4 million and $21.8 mil-
lion to develop the Village. That was far
more than the Bridge/BRE or Castle &
Cooke proposals, which under best case
scenarios could only offer City Hall
$11.63 million and $3.25 million, respec-
tively.

According to the report, Related
showed it could achieve 325 units, in part,
by increasing building height by nine feet;
spreading the building bulk across sites;
and placing all parking below ground. 

By means of comparison, Bridge/BRE
compromised its ability to achieve the
requested 325 residential units — despite
its 120-foot tower — by using one-half of
its first floors for parking in a scheme
that’s mainly underground, the report said. 

Bridge/BRE’s proposal offered the
largest average unit sizes. It included
three-bedroom and live-work units that
would be 1,231 square feet, and four-bed-
room units that would be 1,400 square
feet.

Katz and other councilmembers said
they would reserve making any judgment
of staff’s recommendation until they com-
pleted reviewing the report. 

However, Katz said that of what he’s
reviewed so far, Related’s proposal seems
best.
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BY ALEX VEIGA 
AP Business Writer 

LOS ANGELES — Weeks before the
original Napster shut down for good in
2001, Internet users were flocking to alter-
native song-swapping programs. Nearly
20 million people used Morpheus in its
first four months, for example, to trade
music and other files for free online. 

But the man behind Morpheus was
worried. Michael Weiss figured populari-
ty could bring its own perils. 

As he feared, the notoriety led
Hollywood studios and recording compa-
nies to sue Weiss’ StreamCast Inc. for
copyright infringement. It was part of the
entertainment industry’s wider effort to
contain Morpheus and other Napster
clones such as Kazaa and Grokster from
taking up where Napster left off. 

Now, like Napster founder Shawn
Fanning before them, Weiss and other
file-sharing barons are facing their own
day of reckoning after a landmark U.S.
Supreme Court decision last summer. 

Over the last four months, several
Napster heirs have shut down and others
are contemplating what they once could-
n’t abide — doing business by the enter-
tainment industry’s rules to survive. 

“We can take a look at another four
years of legal battles and spending mil-
lions of dollars on both sides, (but) is that
where I want to spend the next four years
of my life?” said Weiss, 53. “It’s better to
focus the company’s energy on creating
new technologies.” 

StreamCast hasn’t shut down
Morpheus, but the company recently
approached the entertainment industry to
pursue talks about settling a lawsuit
against the company, according to court
documents. 

Wayne Rosso, who built a reputation
criticizing the recording industry as head
of Grokster Ltd., is also pursuing a decid-
edly more cordial relationship with music
labels as he prepares to launch a copy-
right-friendly file-sharing service. 

“It’s pretty clear who won,” Rosso
said. “We always knew that this free trad-
ing of all this copyright material couldn’t
go on. It just wouldn’t work.” 

Such capitulation was once unheard of
among the file-sharing operators who lob-
bied against Hollywood and the recording
industry. They billed themselves as
defenders of technological innovation
who shouldn’t be held liable because
some people used their software for pira-
cy. 

But the high court’s ruling in June
opened file-sharing operators to potential
liability — something the entertainment
industry underscored when it sent notices
to seven file-sharing software operators in
September warning them to shut down or
prepare for court. 

Companies behind once-popular file-
swapping programs like i2hub and
WinMX shut down after receiving the
notice. LimeWire, BearShare and others
also put on notice have yet to make their
decisions public. 

Separately, an Australian court ordered

Sharman Networks Ltd., which distributes
Kazaa, to ensure that new versions of the soft-
ware filter out unlicensed copyright material. 

Still, the amount of file-sharing has
continued to increase since the days of
Napster, and that’s not likely to change
much, said Eric Garland, chief executive
of BigChampagne LLC, which tracks
activity on file-sharing networks. 

“These Web sites and these businesses
were shut down but it doesn’t shut down
the software, it doesn’t shut down the
(file-sharing) networks,” Garland said.
“The open-source community will contin-
ue to build new, uncensored versions.” 

Mitch Bainwol, head of the music
industry trade group Recording Industry
Association of America, concedes some
file-sharers will find other means of
obtaining pirated music online. 

“There will always be new technologi-
cal challenges,” Bainwol said. 

But he noted a sea change since
Napster fell: Propelled by the success of
Apple Computer Inc.’s iTunes Music
Store, young music fans now have more
legal options for obtaining music in digi-
tal form than they did back in 2001. 

Ultimately, the entertainment compa-
nies are banking that the new-look file-
swapping services that emerge from the
ashes of Napster’s heirs will draw com-
puter users away from illegal services. To
persevere, file-sharing providers that seek
to steer clear of copyright lawsuits will
have to hope for the same. 

"I don’t think anybody wants to see a
replay of what happened to the entertain-

ment industry when Napster shut down,”
Weiss said. “The company or companies
that find the most effective method for
transforming downloaders into consumers
will be the biggest winners in 2006.” 

So far, iMesh has been the only to com-
plete the transition from being sued by the
recording industry to relaunching as a new
service with the music labels’ seal of
approval. But others are hoping to follow. 

Rosso’s new industry-blessed file-shar-
ing venture, Mashboxx, has been in the
works for more than a year and is now
expected to launch in early 2006. 

Grokster settled its long-running copy-
right lawsuit for $50 million and is slated
to re-emerge as a licensed service, while
executives at MetaMachine Inc.’s
eDonkey have also opted to transform. 

“We’re going to go legit,” said chief
executive Sam Yagan. “The eDonkey of
the future will be very much different
from what it has been and will be largely
dictated by what the recording industry
wants.” 

Rosso, Weiss and other file-sharing
proponents insist that over the years, they
have sought the recording industry’s
blessing in one form or another. But such
offers were often rejected by major labels
that saw the unfettered sharing of their
artists’ songs as unacceptable. 

“We were always in the background
trying to get licenses and in those days we
would get one of two responses — either,
‘We’re not going to reward pirates,’ or
‘Shut down and we’ll talk about it,”’
Rosso said. 
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By The Associated Press 

MONROVIA, Calif. — Deadly hemlock is choking off native grasses in the San
Gabriel Valley. 

The poisonous herb has invaded Whittier Narrows, Eaton Canyon, Whittier Hills,
Skyline Trail in the Puente Hills, Monrovia Canyon and the Lower Arroyo Seco,
said plant expert Jane Strong of the Mount Baldy Nature Center. 

Hemlock, which blooms in late April and May, looks much like a carrot top or
parsley this time of year. It’s considered an invasive species from the
Mediterranean. 

“It’s pushing out our native grasses,” said Grace Allen, a guide at the Whittier
Narrows Nature Center in South El Monte. 

Hemlock is much taller and stronger than the native grasses and is quickly over-
taking “raptor fields,” the low-grass hunting grounds for red-tailed hawks and
American kestrels. But hemlock can grow up to 6 feet tall, making it tough on birds
of prey. 

“The hawks cannot hunt in that area,” Allen said. “When the hawks go some-
place else, you start losing the whole chain.” 

Ancient Greeks frequently used hemlock to kill off convicted criminals. 
“It can cause paralysis, convulsions and, of course, even death if the intake is suf-

ficient,” said Martin Stoner, professor of plant pathology, mycology and economic
botany at California Polytechnic University, Pomona. 

Help is on the way faster in LA County
By The Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — Deputy emergency response times now average five minutes in
cities that contract with the Sheriff’s Department and 6.4 minutes in unincorporat-
ed areas of the county. 

The longer response times to life-threatening emergencies — up 4 percent in
cities and 3 percent in unincorporated areas since 2002 — was blamed on budget
cuts and a shortage of deputies. 

The time it takes deputies to respond to “priority” calls for such things as rob-
beries, burglaries and domestic violence has increased 19 percent in contract cities
to 11.1 minutes and 17 percent in unincorporated areas, to 12.9 minutes, the
Sheriff’s Department said. 

Response times to “routine” calls such as stolen vehicles, missing people and
vandalism have increased 12 percent in contract cities to 42.9 minutes and 18 per-
cent in unincorporated areas, to 49.9 minutes. 

In 2002, the Board of Supervisors cut $200 million from the Sheriff’s
Department budget and the department has struggled to boost its ranks. There are
currently 8,157 sworn officers. 

Although about $100 million was restored to the sheriff’s budget and the depart-
ment renewed its recruitment campaign in mid-2004, only a handful of officers have
been added because of retirements and fierce competition with other agencies. 

When the tough get going, they stop
By The Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — Crime is down in some of the city’s toughest neighborhoods. 
Areas of South Los Angeles are posting improving crime statistics, including the

southwest area where murders were down 21 percent from 2004 and aggravated
assaults were reduced by almost half — from 2,208 in 2004 to 1,277 last year. 

Police Chief William J. Bratton credits the Police Department’s assertive polic-
ing for reducing crime by about 10 percent for a third consecutive year. The
increased use of computers, extra detectives and patrol officers in high-crime areas
as well as close monitoring of repeat offenders was cited by the chief as reasons for
the decline. 

"We study crime daily in an aggressive way. We don’t just hope we’re lucky,”
said Capt. James E. Craig, commander of the LAPD’s Southwest Division. “We
have a methodology, a surgical way of looking at crime trends and patterns. We
work in a very collective way.” 

Nursing program gets revived
By The Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — The University of California, Los Angeles, is reviving its under-
graduate nursing program after a 10-year absence. 

Some $5.2 million will be allocated for a bachelor’s and entry-level master’s
degree nursing program at UCLA beginning in the fall. UCLA will be the only uni-
versity in the 10-campus UC system to offer the undergraduate degree. 

But it will do little to alleviate the statewide shortage of nurses. The UCLA pro-
gram is expected to produce about 50 graduates a year in each program. 

Jan Emerson of the California Hospital Association said the state currently grad-
uates about 6,000 nurses a year and noted there will be a shortage of 120,000 nurs-
es by 2020 if more isn’t done. 

The UC system shut down its bachelor’s degree nursing programs more than a
decade ago because of state budget cuts. The University of Southern California shut
down its nursing program in 2004, citing high costs. 

STATE BRIEFS
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BY DON THOMPSON 
Associated Press Writer 

SACRAMENTO — A record number of
convicts killed themselves in California
prisons during 2005 — double the nation-
al inmate suicide rate, according to state
records. 

The trend approaching one suicide
each week is triggering new complaints
from class-action lawyers that the state is
stalling prevention efforts. Prison officials
deny delays, saying they thwart the vast
majority of suicide attempts. 

The California Department of
Corrections and Rehabilitation reported
44 suicides in an inmate population that is
at an all-time high — nearly 164,000 —
though inmates’ attorneys have so far
been able to confirm only 41 deaths as
suicides. Either figure is up from 26 sui-
cides in 2004, and exceeds the previous
record of 36 deaths in 2003. 

Using the more conservative estimate,
the rate is 27 deaths per 100,000 inmates,
compared to a national rate of 14 per
100,000 calculated by the federal Bureau of
Justice Statistics. That rate is falling nation-
ally even as California’s rate increases.

The National Center on Institutions and
Alternatives puts the nationwide prison
suicide rate at about 13 deaths per
100,000, compared to 11 deaths per
100,000 in the general community. 

Seventy percent of inmate suicides in
California occur in disciplinary isolation
units, which reported an astronomical rate of

248 suicides per 100,000 inmates in 2004. 
“We try to be there and vigilant,” said

corrections spokesman J.P. Tremblay.
“It’s always a tragedy when anybody
commits suicide, but we’re working hard
to try to prevent that. We have made some
progress, but it’s not going to happen
overnight.” 

Lawyers representing more than
26,000 mentally ill inmates in California
are heading back to a Sacramento federal
judge Thursday, accusing the state of not
training guards quickly enough to provide
emergency resuscitation when inmates are
found unresponsive. Some prisons have
trained fewer than half their guards, said
Michael Bien, the lead attorney. 

Prison attorneys countered, saying
most have trained at least 75 percent of
guards, and many are above 90 percent. 

“While we don’t expect 100 percent, it
should be at least in the 90s. This is life
and death, for heaven’s sake,” Bien said. 

Previous prison policy let guards wait
for medical staff to arrive: “You could
choose not to help someone who was
dying at your feet,” Bien said. 

California officials have balked at
replacing overhead air vents in segregation
units with vent covers that have smaller
openings to prevent inmates from stringing
sheets or cords to hang themselves. The
department says the smaller vents would
restrict air flow, while the inmates’ attor-
neys say the vents are used in hundreds of
prisons, including the California Men’s
Colony and Atascadero State Hospital for

the criminally mentally ill. 
Inmate attorneys are also objecting to

prison proposals to reduce the amount of
mental health supervision provided in seg-
regation units. 

They hope a federal judge will order a
hearing into a three-year-old prison policy
that treats mental illness as a security dan-
ger. The mentally ill are often sent to more
secure prisons where they are housed with
violent inmates and are more frequently
locked in their cells with fewer privileges
and amenities. 

A special master appointed by U.S.
District Judge Lawrence Karlton is set to
soon release a report on the correction’s
department decision two years ago to stop
stationing a guard outside the cells of each
one or two suicide-risk inmates. Now,
guards monitor as many as six inmates at
a time via television cameras in the cells,
which Bien said is far from foolproof and
prevents the human contact that could
help deter suicides. 

Senate Majority Leader Gloria Romero,
who chairs two corrections oversight com-
mittees, criticized prison officials for fail-
ing to adopt what she called “no brainer”
precautions. The Democrat from Los
Angeles plans hearings this month. 

Bien blamed the prison system’s
swelling population and understaffing for
the increase in suicides. More general
population inmates are locked in their
cells for longer periods without significant
activities, so their conditions more closely
approximate those of inmates in discipli-
nary segregation who are most likely to
take their own lives, he said. 

The court’s special master is preparing
a year-end report calling for the prison
system to increase spending on mental
health staff and services. 

The state recently hired Thomas White,
a former federal prisons official who now
consults on inmate suicide prevention, to
help find the cause of the increase and to
suggest improvements. 
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Calif. inmate suicides are double national rate 
“We try to be there and vigilant. It’s always a tragedy
when anybody commits suicide, but we’re working

hard to try to prevent that. We have made some
progress, but it’s not going to happen overnight.”

J.P. TREMBLAY
Spokesman

California Department of Corrections



It’s looks like 2006 will be a good year
for real estate in California, according to
industry experts.

“The economic fundamentals at both
the state and national level continue to
support a strong housing market in the
Golden State for the foreseeable future,”
offered California Association of Realtors
chief economist Leslie Appleton-Young,
pontificating about what will happen with
local real estate in 2006. “We also expect
that the wave of new loan products that
have flooded the market over the past sev-
eral years have injected a higher level of
risk into the market, while affordability
barriers to homeownership will continue to
push residents inland and even out of state. 

“Declining affordability will constrain
sales in 2006 at a greater rate than we’ve
previously experienced, especially in mar-
kets where there are higher price points
compared with the state as a whole,”
Appleton-Young continued. “Not all areas
of the state will continue to experience the
unprecedented double-digit median price
increases of the past five years. Some
high-cost areas, especially those in the
more costly coastal regions, face a poten-
tial leveling off of median price gains
compared with the 10 percent gain we
expect for the state as a whole.”

The California Association of Realtors
(CAR) goes on to predict that the median

home price in California will increase 10
percent to $575,500 in 2006, up $523,150
from last year. Sales for 2006 are project-
ed to reach 630,610 units, falling 2 per-
cent from 2005. 

Of course, things are different in Santa
Monica. According to the MLS, the medi-
an price of a single-family home in 2005
was $1,575,000 up from $1,400,000 in
2004 and $1,042,500 in 2003. In 2005, 295
homes sold in Santa Monica. In 2004, 328
homes sold. In 2003 it was 386 homes. 

In the condo market, the median sale
price was $675,000 in 2005, as compared
with $621,500 in 2004 and $467,000 in
2003. Locally, 596 condos sold in 2005;
664 in 2004 and 715 in 2003.

Economists say that the double-digit
appreciation that California has experi-
enced for the past five years will continue
due to the continuing shortage of housing
across much of the state. In 2005, Santa
Monica saw an average appreciation rate
of 13.8 percent.

“The market will be coming off of a
five-year boom and experience a soft
landing (in 2006),” said David Lereah,
chief economist of the National
Association of Realtors. “An uptrend in
mortgage interest rates will cause some
slowing of the sales pace, but we forecast
2006 to be the second-highest year on
record and housing will continue to sup-
port the overall economy.” 

Another factor that will keep housing
prices strong is that California typically
gains nearly 250,000 new households
annually. The state will build about
200,000 new housing units in 2006, creat-
ing a shortfall of about 50,000 units —
and those low construction numbers will

continue. Inman News reports that single-
family building permits are down 18 per-
cent and multi-family starts are down 36.1
percent since November 2004. 

This year is expected to bring addition-
al uncertainty when Federal Reserve
Chairman Alan Greenspan retires in
January after 18 years, leaving the
esteemed, but unproven Ben Bernanke to
guide the economy.

“A housing price slowdown, in part
triggered by the Federal Reserve’s policy
actions, will become more pronounced as
the year 2006 progresses, placing con-
sumer spending, credit-quality, and job
creation at some risk,” notes Wells Fargo
senior economist Scott Anderson. 

Anderson predicts that rising mortgage
rates will affect housing demand, invento-
ries will rise, and the pace of sales and con-
struction will slow. He feels the main risk
for the economy in 2006 is that the slowing
housing market could dampen consumer
spending, credit quality and job creation.

“We expect the fixed mortgage interest
rate to rise to 6.4 percent next year, and
the adjustable rate to hit 5.1 percent,
which will make it more difficult for
many families in California to be able to
afford a home,” said CAR President Jim
Hamilton. “While still near their historic
lows, up-ticks in interest rates coupled
with the continued increase in the median
home price will push affordability in
California to a new all-time annual low of
15 percent next year.”

Exotic loan products such as interest-
only loans will figure into the slowing
housing cycle. 

“People with adjustable-rate mortgages
will probably do everything they can to

hold on to their house, as long as their
mortgage payment doesn’t go up too fast,”
observed Delores Conway, director of the
Casden Forecast at the University of
Southern California Lusk Center for Real
Estate. “But, if you have a speculator who
took out an interest-only loan, planning to
flip the property for profit in a short time,
and the prices go down, they might just
walk away from it.” 

Another possible panic for real estate is
the plan that was presented on Nov. 1 to
President George W. Bush’s Advisory
Panel on Federal Tax Reform, calling for
replacing the mortgage-interest deduction
with a more limited 15 percent tax credit,
among other things.

The best thing that could happen in
2006? 

“A situation where the U.S. economy
continues the modest job growth it has
produced over the last year is the best-
case scenario,” predicted Mark Dotzour,
chief economist at Texas A&M
University’s Real Estate Center. “Modest
job growth creates underlying demand for
housing and very little threat in the way of
inflation. That’s what keeps interest rates
at low levels like the ones we’ve enjoyed
for the last five years. If we have moder-
ate job growth resulting in low inflation
and in turn a low mortgage interest rate
environment, the U.S. will have another
successful year.”

(Jodi Summers is director of the invest-
ment division at Boardwalk Realty Santa
Monica. Contact her at jodis@board-
walkrealty.com, or call (310) 309-4219.
Visit her community history Web site at
www.santamonicalandmarks.com.)
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“Over 25 years of bringing people home”

OUR UNIQUE FINANCING REFLECTSTHE EVER CHANGING MARKET!
List & Lock:
We LOCK in a low rate for the buyer of your home, free of charge, for up to 6 months. Buyers never worry
about rates going up for YOUR HOME.

Shop & Lock:
We LOCK in a low rate, free of charge, for the purchase of your new home for up to 6 months. Shop without
worry about missing today’s low interest rates.

ASK OUR AGENTS ABOUT OUR LIFETIME FREE CONCIERGE SERVICE FOR ALL OF OUR CLIENTS.

3 units + storage or art studio space in well maintained 1922 craftsman on beautiful North Venice beach walk street.  Looks like a single-family residence.  Easily convert to single fam-
ily home or keep as rental and home. Building has newer roof and copper plumbing throughout. Studio space is currently vacant.  Owner will carry 1st with 25% down.  Owner is agent.

124 Park Place, Venice

$1,099,000 Jack Susser 310/393-8491 x4#

“ Southwestern Pueblo style home in Culver City.” Wood burning fireplace in living room . Large lot with over 6500 square feet.
Custom fishpond and waterfall in beautifully themed front yard. Private front and rear yards. A must to drive by.

3138 Reid Ave, Culver City

$788,000 Jim Davis 310/393-8491 ext 5#

Beautiful pride of ownership triplex on Westside, perfect for an owner-user. Unit mix consists of (2) 1+1 & (1) 2+1. Units have remod-
eled kitchens & bathrooms with hardwood floors throughout.Well maintained & manicured gardens help create a peaceful atmosphere.

3912 Sawtelle Blvd, Culver City

$849,000 Chris Hrobak & Melissa Susser 310/393-8491 ext 13# 

Sunsets & ocean breezes! Half block to beach on delightful Venice
ocean front walk street.2 bd 1.75 ba multi level apartment-feels like a
house. New carpet & paint. Crown moldings and hardwood flrs
throughout. Light 7 bright. Fireplace in master bdrm. 2 parking
spaces, storage & private front yard.Will consider pets. Easy to show.

51 Sunset Ave #A Venice 

$2950/month Janin Paine or Timea Basner  310 396-6747 or 310 621-2036

This beautiful 2+1  features hardwood floors, crown molding in both the living & dining rooms, bay window & separate
breakfast room that leads to a big, manicured, park-like yard with gazebo. New windows & copper plumbing. Attached 2-
car garage with pull down ladder for additional storage makes great studio. Priced to sell

12415 Matteson Ave, Palms/Mar Vista

$775000 Cesar Marquez 310/393-8491

MATILLA REALTY

Sun-filled home set back from the street nestled in a wonderful location, Marina del Rey
adjacent.  Inviting entry, formal living room with fireplace and hardwood floors, family room
with French doors overlooking outdoor dining area and lush gardens, 3 bedrrom + 1 bath.
Enjoy South of France ambience in this very private home including 3 patios and a pictur-
esque grape arbor over a hot tub making this truly a home for relaxation and entertainment.
Solar hot water, laundry room plus a backyard art studio. 

Offered at: $769,000
CALL 310/913-2700 - PATTY THARAVEJ

Call 310/305-8000 - Steven Matilla or Susan Bradner

Offered at: $985,000
CALL 310/305-8000 X101 - STEVE MATILLA

Marina Adjacent - An Entertainers Delight

Special C-4 property for SALE (or) for LEASE in the heart of Playa del Rey's
business district. 2,000 sq. ft of usable space located at 333 Culver Blvd.
Recent two tenants used a portion of this space for high-end restaurants.
Can be used for offices as well. First time for sale since 1984.  All showings
to begin after Jan. 15, 2006. www.matillarealty.com

C-4 in the heart of the Business District

8317 Delgany Lot
You know have a vacant lot on one of the best
streets in Playa del Rey. Plans are pending.
Plans call for a contemporary/architectural
design for a new four bedroom, four bath home
of 4,000 sq. ft. Height limit is 36 feet from curb
and this home will provide ocean and Marina
views.

Playa del Rey Lot

Offered at: $780,000
CALL 310/305-8000 X101 - STEVE MATILLA

8920 Villa Nova, Westchester
Good size, 1790 sq. ft 3 bedroom + 2 3/4 baths family home in
Westchester, close to schools, shops, parks, markets and 5 mins. to LAX
airport. Includes 2 extra large bedrooms with the 3/4 ba having been
custom-remodeled, ADA approved designation. Hardwood floors in the
spacious living room and hallway and the fireplace is made of flag-
stone. All the windows have been LAX sound-proofed. There is a great
enclosed patio with backyard. This home also features a wheelchair
ramp from the driveway to the front door.

Westchester Home

Offered at: $605,000
CALL 310/305-8000 OR 310/821-9685 - AUDREY MARLETT

4338 Glencoe Ave, #1, Marina del Rey,
End unit - 'A' plan, contemporary split level 2 bedroom
+ 2 ba. townhome, 1057 sq. ft in the Villa Velletri gated
complex, located in Marina del Rey. Special features
include an enclosed patio, central A/C and a large 2-car
garage with private entrance into your unit. The complex
offers pools, spa, and clubhouse room. Walk to the
neighboring Villa Marina shopping center, 5 mins. to
LAX, excellent location. 

Contemporary Split Level

“We sell it orwe buy it”

www.matillarealty.com 
225 Culver Blvd. Playa del Rey CA 90293 
(310) 305-8000 office (310) 306-6177 fax

steven.matilla@era.com
Steve Matilla

Owner/Broker

12725 Gilmore Ave 333 Culver Blvd. Playa del Rey

Forecasts show housing market will remain strong
DAYS ON

THE MARKET
BY JODI SUMMERS
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Living La Vida Local

Asking price: $1,300,000
Bow truss ceilings + lots of volume. 11,113 sq.ft. light industrial - INM1 zoned -

on a 13,996 sq.ft. lot. Warehouse has high ceilings + office space + semi-
detached garage. Close to 405 + 105 fwys. Minutes to the Great Western

Forum. Currently leased as Body shop for $4500.00 per month thru April 2006.

Prime Inglewood M1-Zoned Owner/User/ Investor
1131 East Florence, Inglewood, CA 90302

Jodi Summers  *
310.309.4219 *

Boardwalk Realty
jodis@boardwalkrealty.com

BY MICHELLE LOCKE 
Associated Press Writer

NAPA, Calif. — Winter storms made a
mess in California’s wine country, but the
rains were not expected to wash out the
region’s valuable grape crop, officials said. 

Weekend storms washed debris over
vine trellises, knocked down posts and
sent soil downhill. But with the 2005 har-
vest safely in weeks ago and the vines
dormant for the winter, vintners were not
expecting serious problems. 

“There’s certainly been a lot of vines
under water, but they’ve been under water
before,” said Nick Frey, executive direc-
tor of the Sonoma County Grape Growers
Association, on Monday. 

The big problem facing vintners was
repairing damage to downed posts and
flooded equipment, cleaning out the rub-
bish washed in by urban floodwaters and
digging out from sediment. 

Hillside growers face the opposite
problem of building up soil eroded by the
storms. 

The storms hit hard over the weekend,
swelling the Napa River to 5 feet above
flood stage and swamping several down-
town blocks. Napa officials said about 600
homes and 150 businesses were flooded,
causing about $50 million in damage.
Estimates for vineyard flooding were not
immediately available. 

“There’ll be debris washed up and
there probably was some debris taken off
the property,” said Chris Carpenter, wine-
maker at the Cardinale winery in Oakville.
“The vines are pretty resilient and they’re
all shut down, so they can be completely
submerged and they’ll all come back.” 

People have planted crops in flood
areas “for millennia,” he said. “What’s
happened is they’re also starting to plant
houses in flood areas because they’re
beautiful places to be in.” 

Grapes in California’s
wine country expected to
survive stormy weather 

Movielink to stay in Santa Monica
By Daily Press staff

Movielink, the leading broadband video-on-demand (VOD) service, recently
signed a lease renewal for 21,261 square feet of office space at Equity Office’s
Arboretum Courtyard, located at 2120 Colorado Ave. in Santa Monica’s special
office district. 

Movielink, which occupies space on the fourth floor, has been located in the 100
percent occupied building since 2002.

“We are pleased to be able to remain at Arboretum Courtyard, which is a premier
location within the Santa Monica special office district,” said Jim Ramo, CEO of
Movielink. “The creative environment is a perfect match for Movielink.”

Mark Robinson, Paul Stockwell and Arlene Sommer of Studley represented
Movielink. Equity Office was represented in-house by Gail Goldstein, director of
leasing.

“Our goal is to work with our customers to support their renewal needs. The
Santa Monica market is experiencing increased absorption as companies continue to
seek high quality office space,” said Bert Dezzutti, senior vice president of Equity
Office’s Los Angeles region. “The trend is clearly toward media companies wanti-
ng to be in Santa Monica’s special office district because of the synergies to other
companies in the entertainment industry nearby.”

Located in the heart of Santa Monica, Arboretum Courtyard features approxi-
mately 140,000 square feet of creative office space. The two, four-story buildings
were built in 1999 and designed in Santa Barbara Classicist architecture utilizing
limestone and granite. The courtyard features landscaping, bench and patio seating
and a reflecting pool. 

Movielink is an online movie download service offering U.S. broadband cus-
tomers a selection of recently released films and classic movies covering every
genre, from action, comedy, drama, family and romance to sci-fi, horror and
thrillers. The service is owned and operated by Movielink, LLC, a joint venture of
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Studios, Paramount Pictures, Sony Pictures Entertainment,
Universal Studios and Warner Bros.. Movielink content offerings are drawn from
the current releases and the libraries of those studios, as well as from those of Walt
Disney Pictures, 20th Century Fox, and leading independent studios.

Equity Office Properties Trust, operating through its various subsidiaries and
affiliates, is the nation’s largest publicly held office building owner and manager
with a total office portfolio of 619 buildings comprising 112.9 million square feet
in 18 states and the District of Columbia. Equity 
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By The Associated Press

PHOENIX — As the price of uranium continues to rise,
so does the potential for another uranium rush in Arizona
— something Navajos are trying to stop. 

Last year, 700 mining claims were filed and 100 test
holes were bored into the remote high desert in northern
Arizona, The Arizona Republic reported. 

Scott Florence, director of the Bureau of Land
Management’s Arizona Strip district in St. George, Utah,
said those numbers are significantly higher than any year
since the frenzy of the 1980s. 

“Finding the right mine site is a real art. But it seems like
everyone and their mother is trying now,” Florence said. 

Fueling the hunt is the price of uranium, which has
tripled in the past two years to $36 a pound on the spot
market. At the height of the last rush in 1979, uranium
got to $43 a pound. 

Fearing another rush, Navajo Nation President Joe
Shirley Jr. issued an executive order in November ban-
ning negotiations with uranium companies or uranium
exploration on the three-state Navajo Nation. 

Arizona, which has the richest deposits of the ore, also
has the worst legacy associated with its mining, along
with New Mexico. 

After the first wave of uranium mining began on its
reservation in the 1950s, the Navajo Nation became
embroiled in a public health tragedy. Dozens of prema-
ture deaths of Navajo miners and passed-on genetic
defects have been attributed to uranium exposure. 

“You look around the reservation and see so many
elderly people who are crippled and can barely breathe,”
said Robert Stewart Sr. of Tuba City, a Navajo who
worked for five years in a mine in the mid- to late 1950s.
“This pretty much devastated much of a generation.” 

Meanwhile, some say the exploration ban on the
Navajo Nation could increase the urgency to look for ore
on state, federal and private lands between Interstate 40
and the Utah border. There are dozens of potential urani-
um-ore bodies that would make financial sense to mine if
market prices remain at their highest levels in 25 years. 

Despite the creation in 2000 of two national monu-
ments north of the Grand Canyon — Grand Canyon-
Parashant and Vermilion Cliffs — fears remain about
mining between the monuments and old claims. 

Florence said the creation of the monuments restricts
any future mining claims, but pre-existing claims have
grandfathered rights. 

“The richest area of uranium deposits is in a 50- to 75-
mile area between the two monuments, and the explo-
ration there won’t be affected,” Florence said. 

Shirley’s spokesman, George Hardeen, said the
Navajo president spent two days in Washington meeting
with members of Congress to re-emphasize tribal sover-
eignty and to try to keep uranium firms from “going in
the back door” with the Interior Department and negoti-
ating their own mining contracts. 

“Uranium left a deadly legacy on the Navajo Nation,
which (Shirley) has called genocide,” Hardeen said. “The
tribe is giving up millions of dollars in royalties to keep
history from repeating itself.” 

Meanwhile, companies are eager to open more sites. 
International Uranium Corp. of Denver hopes to have

four mines operating soon between the North Rim of the
Grand Canyon and the town of Fredonia. 

International Uranium Vice President Harold Roberts
said the company is considering opening Canyon Mine,
south of the Grand Canyon, a site that was partly devel-
oped before the uranium market crashed in the late
1980s. 

“The mines are more developed north of the Grand
Canyon, but we are very excited about the prospects
south of the Canyon between Flagstaff and the national
park,” Roberts said. “We still have a ways to go before
this becomes an all-out rush.” 

But the demand for uranium may soon shoot up, said
Lyle Krahn, a spokesman for Cameco Corp. — Canada’s
main uranium producer, which also has mines in
Wyoming and Nebraska — 

“The U.S. has been inching ever closer to announcing
10 new nuclear-power generating sites,” Krahn said,
“and this would have big ramifications for our industry.” 
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11906 WILSHIRE BLVD
(SUITE 26/UPSTAIRS) LA
Besides KFC, past Brockton

866-MY-ICUBE
TOLL FREE 694-2823

www.icube.us

Only available at:

WEIGHS

ONLY
2.5LBS

Compact & Light.
Powerful!

512MB RAM 80GB HD
Flybook turns into a Tablet PC!

A PERFECT COMPANION
FOR REAL ESTATE PROS
A PERFECT COMPANION
FOR REAL ESTATE PROS

Hanah Eastern Medicine
2701 Ocean Park Blvd., Suite 101

LOW BACK PAIN?
ACUPUNCTURE - 5000 YEARS OF HEALING

Hoon C. Kim
L.Ac., Dipl. Ac

FREE CONSULT & EXAM($100 VALUE)

HERBAL MEDICINE TOO
MOST INSURANCE ACCEPTED!

(310) 255-0531

1253 11th  Street, #5, Santa Monica, 90401

1-800-931-6436 x699
4644 Admiralty Way,

Marina Del Rey, CA, 90292
Email: info@team24-7realty.com
Web: www.team24-7realty.comFred Nabati Glen Michaelsen

Description: Spacious light & bright move-
in condition 3 level townhouse minutes from
the beach in sought after Santa Monica
area. Large bedrooms with ample closets.
Large living room with fireplace & balcony
that leads to inviting remodeled kitchen
with granite countertops. Bonus Loft great
for office! Central Air/Heat, Heat Circulator,
Vacuum System, Alarm system, 3 balconies,
Child Secure*, Private Direct Access 2 car
garage & storage with dumb-waiter!!

2 Beds + 2.5 Baths, 1,614 sq. ft. built in 1992
Price: Call for Price

Status: NOT ON MLS - LIMITED TIME

Arizona Navajos act to stop
potential uranium rush 
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CRIMINAL DEFENSE
The  Law  Offices  of Clifford  C.  Nichols

A Law  Firm  Dedicated To  Defending Those
Charged  With  CRIMES

All Felonies and Misdemeanors
Juveniles and Adults

Offices Currently Located in the Searise Tower at 
233 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 400 

Santa Monica California
(Directly Across from The Promenade)

For  An  Appointment  Call: (310)  917-1083

In The Case Of An Emergency, To Speak With An Attorney
Immediately Call Our 24 Hour Hotline: (310) 909-9024

www.cliffnicholslaw.com

FIVE ACES PHOTOGRAPHY
FOR ALL OF YOUR DIGITAL AND PRINT NEEDS

NO EVENT TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL WE COVER IT ALL

2 0 %  D I S C O U N T  F O R  D A I L Y  P R E S S  R E A D E R S

FiveAcesPhoto.photoreflect.com

310 963 0636

BY WILL WEISSERT 
Associated Press Writer 

MEXICO CITY — Mexico took the unusual step of open-
ing an investigation into the killing of a man officials said
was shot while sneaking into California, using the death
to again draw attention to a contentious U.S. anti-immi-
gration measure. 

The death of the 18-year-old came as Mexico’s govern-
ment continued its vocal campaign against the bill
approved by the U.S. House of Representatives last month. 

“This occurrence does no more than provide evidence
that only a law that guarantees legal entry and is respect-
ful of human rights can resolve the migratory problem
both countries face,” Ruben Aguilar, the chief
spokesman for President Vicente Fox, said Monday. 

Many Mexicans oppose the U.S. measure, which
would build more border fences, make illegal entry a
felony and enlist military and local police to help stop
undocumented migrants. 

Aguilar said the death of Guillermo Martinez showed
that extending border walls will not curb illegal immi-
gration. 

Martinez died Saturday in a Tijuana hospital, the Baja
California state attorney general’s office said. He died
one day after he was shot by a U.S. Border Patrol agent
near a metal wall separating that city from San Diego,
according to witnesses cited by Mexican officials. 

Raul Martinez, a spokesman for the Border Patrol said
the agent had been “assaulted by an individual who threw
a large size rock.” 

“The agent, fearing for his life at that time, fired one
round at the individual, who fled back to Mexico,”
Martinez said Monday. 

The spokesman, who is not related to the dead 18-
year-old, said U.S. investigators were unsure if the victim
had been struck by the bullet because he crossed back
into Mexican territory. 

Mexico’s federal attorney general’s office said the
probe was opened against “whomever is found to have
been responsible,” but did not name a suspect. Mexico
generally does not try to apply its laws to events that
occurred in other nations. 

The attorney general’s statement said Martinez was
with four other people when he was shot. 

Martinez was from the western city of Guadalajara but
was living in Tijuana with his older brother, who appar-
ently witnessed the shooting, said Luis Cabrera,
Mexico’s consul general in San Diego. Cabrera said
Mexican officials were collecting reports from him and
other witnesses. 

Mexican officials have grown increasingly vocal in
their opposition to the House bill passed Dec. 16, which
Foreign Relations Secretary Luis Ernesto Derbez brand-
ed as “stupid and underhanded.” Fox has called it shame-
ful. 

Officials of Mexico’s federal Human Rights
Commission have acknowledged that Mexico already
employs some of the same methods in its own territory.
But Aguilar again attacked the U.S. measure Monday,
saying “walls and police crackdowns never will resolve
migration problems.” 

In 2004, Mexican migrants in the United States sent
home more than $16 billion in remittances, according to
Mexico’s central bank, giving the nation its second
biggest source of foreign currency after oil exports. 

The U.S. Senate is expected to address the immigra-
tion measure in February. 

Mexico opens investigation into U.S. shooting of migrant 

By The Associated Press

TUCSON, Ariz. — U.S. immigration officials have
made preparations to handle an increased influx of
people that will continue into next week as Mexican
immigrants who spent the holidays in their home-
towns come back. 

In Nogales, the busiest port of entry between
Arizona and the Mexican state of Sonora, U.S.
Customs and Border Protection officials will keep all
eight lanes open at the main crossing point downtown
with extra personnel on hand to process the travelers,
said agency spokesman Brian Levin. 

Officials are also prepared to process travelers by
keeping lanes open longer at a second border crossing
in Nogales. 

Some of the thousands of paisanos, or countrymen,
who make the trek south each year got a head start
back as early as Friday, mostly because they had to
work. Mexico’s holiday season ends Jan. 6. 

Ricardo Chavez, his wife, Maria, and their 11-
year-old son, Ryan, were on their way to Las Vegas
late last week after more than three weeks in the
Mexican state of Jalisco. “It’s time to get back to
work,” said Chavez, a construction worker. 

Despite the expected increase in northbound cross-
ings, Mexican immigration figures show that for the
third straight year, fewer paisanos — presumably
those who live in the United States illegally — are
venturing back to Mexico for fear that tightened bor-
ders will keep them from re-entering this country. 

Rodolfo Aguilar, a spokesman for the Mexican
consulate in Nogales, said statistics appear to show a
clear trend of fewer people going back to Mexico for
the holiday period, which begins there on Dec. 16. 

Mexican immigration figures show a decline in
late-year southbound crossings through Nogales in
2004-05 as compared with the 2003-04 season, as
well as through all but one of the four other ports of
entry between the two states, Aguilar said. 

The numbers show that 141,412 paisanos entered
Mexico through Nogales from Nov. 24, 2003, to Jan.
11, 2004. The number fell to 61,981 from Nov. 18,
2004, to Jan. 9, 2005.

U.S. officials prepared for
post-holiday influx at border 
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BY STEPHEN GRAHAM 
Associated Press Writer 

BAD REICHENHALL, Germany — Rescuers halted their
search Tuesday for survivors feared trapped for nearly a
full day under the wreckage of a fallen ice rink roof that
killed 11 people, including six children, fearing the ruins
could collapse further. 

An expert survey showed “that it would be irresponsi-
ble for more rescue workers to go in,” said George
Grabner, a local councilor for the region that includes the
Alpine town of Bad Reichenhall. 

Four people were still missing following Monday’s
roof collapse — a woman and three children between the
ages of 12 and 16, officials said. 

Officials were awaiting the arrival of more heavy
equipment later Tuesday evening and they hoped the res-
cue operation would resume by dawn Wednesday. 

“As soon as it is possible, we will continue to work
with dogs and helpers into the area to find the people who
are still in the wreckage,” said Rudi Zeil, a local fire offi-
cial. He said operations would continue “until we have
rescued or recovered all the missing.” 

Rescuers used trained dogs to try to find people, but
hopes were dimming for finding survivors 24 hours after
the accident. Two bodies were carried from the wreckage
just past noon Tuesday. 

Officials said another 18 people were seriously injured
in the collapse of the snow-laden roof, which occurred
Monday at 4 p.m., just as the rink was about to close for
the day. Schools were still on Christmas break and about
50 people were in the building at the time. 

Rescue workers recovered two bodies just after midday
Tuesday, slowly carrying a stretcher covered with a white
cloth out of the tilting wreckage of the 1970s-era recre-
ational center in southeastern Germany. Officials said 18
people were injured and several more remained missing. 

Heavy equipment was used in the search, which
included about 500 firefighters, police and rescue per-
sonnel from Germany and neighboring Austria, as well as
dogs trained to find earthquake victims. 

Heavy snow hampered the rescue efforts. Cranes dan-
gled firefighters onto the collapsed roof with long chains
to guard against a sudden shift so they could shovel away
new snow. 

Officials vowed to keep digging but the mood grew
more somber as hours passed. A 6-year-old girl was res-
cued with no major injuries Monday more than five hours
after the collapse. Rescue officials, however, expressed
concern that anyone still trapped would suffer from
hypothermia. 

Among the confirmed deaths were a 13-year-old boy,
and two girls ages 7 and 8, one of whom was killed along
with her mother. A 12-year-old boy who was rescued at
the scene died later in the hospital. 

In Berlin, Chancellor Angela Merkel expressed her “deep
sympathy” for the victims and praised the work of rescuers
who were in “a race against time” to find survivors. 

Bavarian Gov. Edmund Stoiber toured the rescue site
and expressed his sympathy as well, describing the scene
as “shocking, I’ve got no words for it.” A memorial ser-
vice was planned for next week. 

Police and prosecutors said they would investigate the
cause of accident amid angry suspicions from some town
residents, who said the building had been due for renova-
tion. 

“There’s something rotten about this. We’ve had a lot
more snow than this before,” said retiree Erna
Schweiger-Nolte as she stood outside the police cordon. 

She said it was “well known” that the building was in
poor shape and leaking. 

Suspicions were fueled by news that an official with
the town’s ice hockey club said he had been told by town
authorities 30 minutes before the accident that a regular
practice session for youth players later in the day was
canceled because there was a risk of the facility collaps-
ing. 

Officials said there had been a roughly 8-inch layer of
snow on the roof. Mayor Wolfgang Heitmeier said the
weight of the snow had been measured at midday
Monday and that it was well below the point at which the
rink would have had to be closed. 

Heitmeier told reporters that, following heavy snow-
fall in the afternoon, there had been some concern that
those levels could be reached the next day, and the
planned Monday evening practice was canceled as a pre-
caution. The snow was to have been shoveled off
Tuesday morning. 

He said officials did not see any danger “because the
levels were significantly below the limit.” 

Meteorologists measured nearly 1 1/2 feet of fresh,
wet snowfall on Monday in the Bavarian Alps, where
Bad Reichenhall is located. Heavy snowfall warnings
were also issued for Tuesday, as the snow continued to
come down. Two people were killed in an avalanche in
the area Monday, and police cleared the train station
Tuesday in nearby Traunstein, the hometown of Pope
Benedict XVI, after rail personnel expressed worry about
the heavy snow on the roof there. 

Bad Reichenhall, a town of some 15,000 people, is on
the border with Austria and about six miles from the city
of Salzburg. 

Officials halt search at collapsed ice rink
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Natural Selection®

By Russ Wallace

Garfield® By Jim Davis

Speed Bump® By Dave Coverly

T
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310.393.2727
928.222.9992
Bruce@Architects-Engineers.net

B r u c e R u d m a n

A r c h i t e c t s + E n g i n e e r s

27 years of professional expertise in

office, residential, food service,

retail, healthcare and telecom.  Our

team manages all aspects from

creative concepts, acurate docu-

mentation, expedited plan

checks and construction man-

agement.  Renovation and

new construction projects

using traditional architec-

ture through full turn-key

development.  Always,

open communication

IS YOUR RETIREMENT PLAN
AGING GRACEFULLY?

WE LIVE WHERE YOU LIVE.®

Keep your money hard at work, with
401(k) rollovers, TSAs, annuities and
more. Call me to get started today.

Troy Wilson Lic.#: 0D75687
2451 Santa Monica Blvd.
Santa Monica, CA
310.315.1955

Providing Insurance and Financial Services  •  statefarm.com®

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR STATE FARM IS THERE.®

State Farm Life Insurance Company; In NY and WI – State Farm Life and Accident Assurance
Company; Bloomington, IL. Annuities and other products offered by State Farm affiliates are not
FDIC insured, not guaranteed by State Farm Bank, and are subject to investment risk, including
possible loss of principal. Consult your tax or legal advisor for specific advice.
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CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale
Furniture
Pets
Boats

Jewelry
Wanted
Travel
Vacation Rentals
ApartmentsCondos for Rent
Houses for Rent
Roomates
Commercial Lease

Real Estate
Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services
Computer Services
Attorney Services

Business Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness
Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals
Obituaries

$3
50

per day. Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.  

Call 310-458-7737 and promote your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 38,600.

CCLLAASSSSIIFFIIEEDDSS

CLSS - Open Interviews
Employment

ADVERTISING SALES
Work with clients to figure out

their message, package it
cleverly, get results. Must be
persistent and willing to make

the calls, knock on doors,
network fiercely. One third
selling, one third PR and

Marketing, one third keeping
yourself organized. This can
be fun for the right person,

misery for the wrong person.
Front loaded commission

program enables you to start
making money right away, if

you have what it takes. Great
long term potential for the
right personality. Energetic

office full of resources to help
you grow as a professional.
Must be a self starter, high

energy and computer literate.
Send resume and cover letter

to ross@smdp.com

BOOKKEEPER-- SMALL FAMILY law
firm located in Santa Monica is
looking for a bookkeeper (20-25
hours per week).  Duties include
client billing, receivables, payables,
and Quickbooks. Knowledge of
Tussman billing system a plus.
Please fax resume to Stefanie Hall,
Polin & Hall, at (310) 449-0014.

Employment
CAREER OPPORTUNITY. Female real
estate broker needs personal
assistant ASAP. Agent license
preferred. Part-time. $184/week plus
commission. (310) 820-6059

COUNTER HELP needed. Cafe near 3rd
St. Promenade on Broadway. Must be
experienced. Immediate openings,
day and evening shifts. Apply
afternoons in person. 215 Broadway,
SM. (310) 396-9898.

EXPERIENCED MEDICAL receptionist
for a medical office. Please fax
resume (310) 231-0337
FIT FEMALE MODEL WANTED FOR
FIGURE DRAWING BY ARTIST. No
experience necessary call. (818) 501-
0266
INTERESTED IN working for a
dynamic, fast-growing travel
management company? We are
looking for team players with strong
sales and service skills, as well as an
interest for travel and geography.
Excellent attitude, computer and
communication skills a must.
Competitive salary and benefits
package. Offices in West L.A.,
Torrance, and Valencia. If you are
interested email us at
Recruit@all-travel.com or call Tom to
schedule an appt. (310) 312-3368

Join Bon Appétit at The Getty Villa.
Great Hours, Great Benefits

Line Cooks
Bakers
Prep Cooks
Dishwashers
Cashiers
Bussers
Food Runners

E-mail: Falvarez@Getty.Edu
Fax:  310 440 7725

Phone: 310 440 6974

Bon Appétit is an equal 
opportunity employer.

We are committed to diversity.
Visit our website:
www.bamco.com

ORTHODONTIC OFFICE new patient
coordinator. Seeking very special
person. We value good
communication skills, ambition,
involvement, energy, and
organizational skills. We stress
personal development through
continuing education, full participation
with our team, and a strong
involvement with our patients. If you
are seeking a real opportunity to grow
and fulfill your potential call (310)
546-5097. Please visit our website at
www.drpatrickturley.com to view our
“Hawaiian Surfing” themed practice.

PART-TIME SALES person for a
hardware store. Call (310) 395-1158

SANTA MONICA - Est. 1960, one of
nation's largest precious metals/coin
co. seeks sales pros. Top Reps earn
$60k-$400k+ full benefits. No cold
calling, no license req, paid training.
Goldline.com, (310) 319-0313.

For Sale
ARIZONA ART collector has large
collection of vintage California  plein
air and vintage California
impressionist paintings, many
published artists, over 60 paintings.
Born and raised in California has
been living in Arizona for the past
17 years. Selling entire collection.
I will be traveling through Los
Angeles in the next couple weeks.
Please call to make an appointment.
For the showing of these paintings.
George (602) 617-3039.

SPA/HOT TUB 2006 Model. Neck Jets.
Therapy seat. Warranty. Never used.
Can deliver. Worth $5750, sell for
$1750 (310) 479-3054

Vehicles for sale
‘01 LEXUS ES300 $17,988

Leather, Moonroof,
ChromeWhls

(323838)  
(800) 579-6047

TOYOTA SANTA MONICA
‘01 VW PASSAT GLX 4

MOTION $14,988
Leather, Moonroof, Spoiler

(002682)
(800) 579-6047

TOYOTA SANTA MONICA
‘89 TOYOTA CAMRY LE

$4,995
Auto, Pwr Pkg, 76K Miles

(083340)
(800) 579-6047

TOYOTA SANTA MONICA
‘97 HONDA ACCORD LX

$6,988
Auto, Pwr Pkg, Cassette

(072281)
(800) 579-6047

TOYOTA SANTA MONICA

‘99 CHEVROLET
SUBURBAN LT $10,988

Leather, 8 Pass,
Black/Grey (232734)

(800) 579-6047
TOYOTA SANTA MONICA

‘99 TOYOTA RAV4 $8,988
A/C, PwrPkg, Wheels,
Mnrf, Alloys (038787)

(800) 579-6047
TOYOTA SANTA MONICA

CLSS - Cash 4 Cars

All makes & models, any condition.
We come to you and handle all paper

work. Friendly professional buyer.
Please call now! (310) 995-5898

$$ CASH FOR CARS $$

Vehicles for sale
CLSS - Used

GRAND
OPENING
CELEBRATION

LOW
PRICES
NEW 06 MODELS
FREE GAS
COURTESY
OF MITSUBISHI

THE NEW

1100 Santa Monica Blvd.
Santa Monica, CA 90404

866-925-3333

Employment Wanted
EXPERIENCE CAREGIVER/CNA in home
health-care. 10 yrs. of excellent work
references. Looking for live-in
position. (805) 381-0506, (310) 403-
6790.

For Rent
1BDRM/1BATH UTILITIES included.
Close to 405 freeway. Prefer couple.
$850/mo (310) 418-4052, after 1pm
(310) 497-3546.

CLSS - Elly Nesis the Best RentalsBEST
RENTALS

ELLY NESIS CO. INC
(310) 396-4443

ellynesis.com

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
(310) 869-7901

1214 Idaho Unit 1
2+1 w/ patio $2095
1214 Idaho Unit 7

2+1.5 townhouse $2325

PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE
FOR COMPLETE LISTINGS AT:
www.howardmanagement.com

MAR VISTA, townhouse style. 11621
Braddock Drive, Unit 1 $1300. 2
bdrm/1 1/2 bath. Stove, blinds,
carpet, washer/dryer hook-ups, patio,
intercom entry, gated parking, no pets
(310) 967-4471 jkwproperties.com

SANTA MONICA $1175/mo
1bedroom/1bath. Will consider small
pet, hardwood floors, lower, laundry
quiet. (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

GOT ADVERTISING?
There is no more convincing medium

than a DAILY local newspaper.

Call us about the Service Directory, it’s only

$204 a month!!
Santa Monica Daily Press                    (310) 458-7737

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737YOUR AD

COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737
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For Rent

ROQUE & Mark Co.
2802 Santa Monica Blvd.
310-828-7525
Sales, rentals, property
management.

RENTALS AVAILABLE, NO PETS
ALLOWED
For listings, please go to
www.roque-mark.com

RENTALS AVAILABLE
NO PETS ALLOWED

SANTA MONICA
507 Raymond    $995

Upper single, utilities paid,
Remodeled, close to Main St.

VENICE/WLA/PALMS

10270 Palms, $925 & $1150
1 bed & 2 bed, freshly paint-
ed, New carpet, gas stove,

fridge

1610 Barry, WLA, $1200
Front upper 1 bed, Pergo
floors, Updated fixtures &

appliances

1723 S. Barrington, WLA, $1500
Lower 2 bed, 1 3/4 baths,
new carpet, New blinds.

Dishwasher & fridge

21 S. Venice Blvd, $1475 & $1550
Lower & upper 1 bed, steps
to beach, gas stove, parking

1150 & 1152 Venice, $1550 & $1600

Lower & upper 1 bedrms,
completely  Remodeled, top

of the line appliances, 
Cabinets and fixture, washer

& dryer in unit

1518 Centinela, WLA, $2200
Townhouse style, 2 bed, 2

1/2 bath, Pergo floors, wash-
er & dryer, dishwasher

SALES • RENTALS 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

ROQUE &
MARK Co.

2802 Santa Monica Blvd.

310-828-7525

FOR MORE LISTINGS GO TO
WWW.ROQUE-MARK.COM

FREE RENTAL Lists & No Fee 
Rentals. Sullivan-Dituri Company. 
2111 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica, CA
90403.
PALMS/BEVERLYWOOD ADJ. $995.00.
1bdrm/1bath. 2009 Pruess Rd., #4
Open for viewing: 9am-6pm
ROOM IN a house with a shared
bathroom @ 52 Dudley Ave. Lots of
charm. Has private balcony. 1 block
from beach. 1 year lease, No pets. No
smoking. $745 (310) 396-4443 x2002
ellynesis.com

SANTA MONICA $1325/mo
2bedrooms/1Bath, No pets, Carpet
Floors, Upper, Parking, stove.
( 3 1 0 ) 3 9 5 - R E N T
www.westsiderentals.com

For Rent
SANTA MONICA $825/mo
single/1bath. Upper, charming
renovated building, close to beach
and promenade. (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1095.00. 1 bdrm., 1
bath. Appliances, Gas Paid, NO PETS.
2535 Kansas Ave., #103, Mgr: #101.

SANTA MONICA $1095/mo
1bedroom/1bath. No pets, Carpets
Parking, laundry, refrigerator, stove,
dishwasher. (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $1650/mo
2bdrm/1bath  GARDEN-STYLE
Hardwood Floors, parking,
laundry,courtyard, partial ocean view
( 3 1 0 ) 3 9 5 - R E N T
www.westsiderentals.com
SANTA MONICA $1650/mo
2bedrooms/1bath, No pets, Month-to-
month lease, Carpet Floors, Lower
Rear, Parking. (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $2100/mo
3bdrm/2baths Upper apartment, North
of Wilshire. Parking, laundry,
refrigerator, stove. (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $2300/mo
3bedroom/2 1/2Bath, parking,
laundry,refrigerator, dishwasher,
patio, controlled access, fireplace,
washer/ dryer (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $875/mo
studio/1bath bungalow style.
Hardwood Floors, Parking, kitchen,
closet/ storage space. (310) 395-
RENT www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA $995/mo
1bedroom/1Bath. New carpets/blinds,
parking refrigerator, stove, great
location, fresh paint. (310) 395-RENT
www.westsiderentals.com

SENIORS- AFFORDABLE HOUSING
Live in a BEAUTIFUL

apt/ suite in Beverly/ Fairfax or
Santa Monica: $400-$560/month

(323) 650-7988

VENICE, STORAGE space located just
off North Venice Blvd. Highly desirable
location. $250 (310) 396-4443 x2002
ellynesis.com

For Rent
VENICE, 2 BEDROOM + 2 Bath, gated
building with subterranean parking,
AC, newer building with courtyard
area, quiet neighborhood. Laundry
rm., 1 year lease, no pets. $1595.
(310) 396-4443 x 2002 ellynesis.com

VENICE, BEAUTIFUL 2 bedroom
apartment close to Beach and Venice
commercial centers. Very spacious
unit with lots of light. 1 year lease. No
pets or smokers. $1800. (310) 396-
4443 x 2002 ellynesis.com

VENICE, CHARMING VENICE Beach
craftsman style complex in a quaint
and quiet area. 3 blocks from the
beach. 1 year lease. No pets. $1450.
Call (310) 396-4443 x 2002.
ellynesis.com

VENICE, MDR ADJACENT. Single,
fireplace, newer gated building with
gated parking, courtyard area, quiet
neighborhood. Laundry rm. 1 year
lease, no pets. $995. (310) 396-4443
x 2002 ellynesis.com

VENICE, SUNNY large 2bdrm, 1bath
w/2 balconies and unbelievable ocean
views! 1/2 block to beach with 1 car
garage parking. 1 year lease, no pets.
No smoking. $2250 (310) 396-4443
x2002 ellynesis.com

WESTCHESTER 6707 W 86th Pl. Unit
E. 2bdrm/1bath. stove. microwave,
dishwasher, carpet, blinds, laundry,
gated parking, no pets. $1375, $300
off move-in. (310) 578-7512 
jkwproperties.com

WLA: 2BDRM/1BATH. $1600/mo.
Great location, new carpet, tile, clean,
quiet, parking, patio. Brenda
(310) 991-2694.

Condos for Sale
2BDRM/1BATH CONDO in SM. Newly
remodeled kitchen and bathroom.
Hardwood floors. $485k. (310) 644-
9100.

Commercial Lease
CLSS - 1,000-5,000 sq

1610 BROADWAY
1,000-5,000 SQ FT

Ground Floor
Creative Space

20 FT+ Ceilings
Available Now

Sid Friedman
310-526-0310

SANTA MONICA. Medical Building, 9th
and Wilshire. 2500 square feet, fourth
floor, patio. Also third floor, 2400
square feet, can reduce to two 1200
square ft. offices (must see). Dual
elevators, 3 levels of underground
parking. Will construct two specs
upon acceptable lease. (310) 923-
8521 or (310) 260-2619.

SM OFFICE- Main St. 1581sqft-
3712sqft. Creative space $3.15-$3.50
FSG. Parking available. Agent
(310) 428-4086

Commercial Lease
CLSS - Individual Private

1617 BROADWAY
Individual Private

Offices with Windows 

New building. 
All services included.

Reception telephone answering. 

High speed T-1 Internet. 

Full use of conference rooms,

copier, printer, faxes...etc.

Parking. Flexible lease terms.

310-526-0310
DOWNTOWN SANTA MONICA Private
Office Approx. 270-720 sq/ft,
Windows/ A/C, 310-394-3322

SANTA MONICA 1452 2nd Street. Very
charming building, small offices.
Between $700/mo & $1200/mo.
Includes utilities & cleaning.
(310) 614-6462

VENICE, AVAILABLE Month to Month
until 5/31/06. Great office space
located 1 block from beach and 1/2
block from Windward Avenue. All
utilities included. Approx 365 sq.ft.
1 room with common area bathroom,
concrete floors, exposed beamed
ceilings. $850 (310) 396-4443 x2002, 
ellynesis.com

VENICE, INCREDIBLE CAMPUS Entire
Property  inc. office, garden and
parking areas! Historical 1919
Craftsman house which was torn
down in 2005 and rebuilt from the
foundation up. Everything is first class
and authentic. The space has wood
ceilings, brand new antique style
moldings, windows, electrical,
plumbing, ethernet, communication,
DVR with cameras, gated parking,
storage basement, central AC & Heat,
incredible gardens, 60+’ of Lincoln
frontage, lots of street parking on San
Miguel. 853 Lincoln Bl. $6,500 NNN
(310) 396-4443 x2006.

Real Estate
CLSS - Distress Sale

DISTRESS Sale -
Bank

Foreclosures.
Free list

of Foreclosure
Properties.

Receive a free
computerized

printout.
Free recorded message

1-888-465-4534, 
ID# 1042.

www.matillarealty.com 1-888-465-4534

CLSS - Fixer Uppers/4448FIXER UPPPERS
Bargains

Call for a free list
Free recorded message.
1-800-969-8257 ID #4448

CLSS - No Money Down/4443NO MONEY DOWN
Free computerized list of
properties available with no
down payment.
Free recorded message.
1-800-969-8257 ID #4443

Real Estate
PAC WEST MORTGAGE
2212 Lincoln Blvd. in Santa Moncia
1-888-FOR-LOAN
310-392-9223

We Feature 100% interest only loans

Rob Schultz, Broker
Licensed California
Broker #01218743

Equal Housing Lender

PAC
WEST
MORTGAGE
2212 Lincoln Blvd in Santa Monica

1-888-FOR-LOAN
310 392-9223

NEW CONFORMING
LOAN AMOUNTS
1 Unit $417,000
2 Units $533,850
3 Units $645,300
3 Units $645,300
4 Units $801,950

ROB
SCHULTZ

BROKER
LICENSED CALIFORNIA

BROKER #01218743

VERY AGGRESSIVE

RATES
TIME FOR A 30
YEAR FIXED?

RATES AS LOW AS 6%
30 YEAR FIXED 6.75%

10 YEAR/1 ARM 5.75%

7 YEAR/1 ARM 5.625%

5 YEAR/1 ARM 5.5%**

3 YEAR/1 ARM 5.5%**

1 YEAR/1 ARM 5.375%

6 MO./6 MO. ARM 3.375%

1 MO./1 MO. ARM 1.0%*

*Rates subject to change
* As of December 14, 2005

** Denotes an interest only loan

Real Estate
CLSS - Santa Monica

Santa Monica
Home Sellers
Free Report reveals
9 steps you need to
know to get your
home sold fast and
for top dollar.

Toll-free 24 hours
1 800 282-0185
for a FREE pre-recorded message

Massage
BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal your
body, mind, spirit.  Therapeutic,
Swedish, Deep-tissue. Energy
balancing. Strictly non-sexual.
Introductory specials from $50.00/1hr.
Lynda, L.M.T. (310) 749-0621

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong and
tender relaxing body work by mature
Europen. Very Professional, Sonja
(310) 397-0433.

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE
Remove muscle pain

Restore range of motion 
Feel younger in 2006

310-930-5884
www.nydoo.com/massage

Personals
TALK TO a model 24hrs.
(310) 786-8400, (818) 264-1906,
(213) 259-1902, (949) 722-2222
$10-$17 for 15 min., ATM/CC/Checks
by phone
www.USLove.com ❤❤
Talk to a Model 24hrs.

310-786-8400
818-264-1906
213-259-1902
949-722-2222

$10–17 for 15 min.
ATM/CC/Checks by phone

www.USLove.com

Your ad could run here!
✆ Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737

Advertise! Call us at (310) 458-7737

Your ad could run here!
✆ Call us today at (310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

Your ad could run here!
✆ Call us today at (310) 458-7737

RRoobb’’ss  OOrrggaanniicc  CCaarrppeett  CCaarree
CClleeaanniinngg  yyoouurr  hhoommee  wwiitthh  ssaaffee,,  nnoonn--ttooxxiicc  pprroodduuccttss

SSaannttaa  MMoonniiccaa    331100--772299--22993311
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P R O M O T E  Y O U R   B U S I N E S S  I N  T H E  S A N T A  M O N I C A

CLSS - 877-WE-GETEM

877-WE-GET-EM
WE CAN FIND AND SERVE ANYBODY, ANYWHERE, ANYTIME.

Restraining orders & judgement collections our specialty.
lawhotline@aol.com

Services
CLSS - Still Smoking?

Life is short —
Why make it shorter

STILL 
SMOKING?

Certified
Hypnotherapist

John J. McGrail, C.Ht.

(310) 235-2883
www.hypnotherapylosangeles.com

ONE HOUR Alterations, hemming,
jeans, pants, skirts, etc. Made by
professional Call Michael (310) 980-
2674 

Cleaning
CLSS - Home

Aury Bonilla  (323) 605-7197

Thorough Cleaning
Houses & Offices

Competitive Rates
Dependable Personalized Service

Great References

Quality
Cleaning

HOUSECLEANING SPECIAL

STARTING AT $99

Entertainment
CLSS - Pro Violinist

Call Sandra
(310) 433-9355

PRO VIOLINIST
Classy, elegant
entertainment creates
a memorable wedding,
party or event.

Award-winner, soloist
at prestigious music fests.

Classical,
pop, etc.

Services

Ergonomics
CLSS - Workstation
Ergo Eval
We conduct Workstation Evaluations in
your office or home. REDUCE data-entry
time by 40% by ordering the ZTAB
Keyboard great for CPA'S. FREE DEMOS.
We specialize in other unique ergonomic
products. 310-562-1554 www.e2u.0rg

Fitness
CLSS - Get In Shape

GET IN SHAPE
LOSE WEIGHT
FEEL GREAT
PROFESSIONAL PRIVATE
TRAINING FOR ANYONE

Upscale Private Gym in W/LA
Weight Training/Cardio

Boxing/Stretching and more!
Call Tibor (310) 477-0051

30 Years Experience

Gen. Contracting
A.C. CONSTRUCTION commercial &
residential remodel. Honest and
Reliable. Free estimates. Call
(310)278-5380. Fax: (310)271-4790.
Lic# 801884 Fully insured.

A/C CONSTRUCTION
General Construction

Commercial & Residential
Remodel & Add ons

Honest • Reliable
FREE ESTIMATES
— Sabbath Observed—

310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

CLSS - Roofing Repairs

Services
CLSS - The LevelThe Level Goes On

Before The Spike Goes In

Romero Rain Gutters
Seamless Aluminum Gutters
Custom Made Color Match

Your Home or Building

(310) 408-5900 or (310) 534-3075

Repairs • Cleaning
Copper Galvanized

Free Estimate

Ask for Jose Romero
Lic. #834699

01602600

Handyman
CLSS - Evans PropertiesEvans Properties
HANDYMAN SERVICES

Expert plumbing
and instalations,

all household repairs.
Peter (310) 902-0807

CLSS - Handyman Services

Services
CLSS - Westside Guys

WESTSIDE GUYS
Full Service Handymen

CARPENTRY, ELEC., PAINT, ETC...
TERMITE AND DRY ROT REPAIR

ROOF REPAIR AND WATER DAMAGE
BOB 35/HR (310) 266-6348

CALEB 25/HR (310) 409-3244

Insurance
CLSS - Auto Home Life

AUTO • HOME • LIFE

Robert Donin
Insurance Agent

(310) 834-6868
rdonin@farmersagent.com

Moving & Storage
BEST MOVERS, no job too small!
2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR
Fully insured. We make it EZ. Free
prep & boxes. Discount for handicap &
seniors! 
Since 1975, Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193, (310) 300-9194

BEST MOVERS
No job too small

2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR
Fully insured. We make it EZ.

Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!

Since 1975 Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193  (310) 300-9194

Painting & Tiling
CLSS - Interior and Exterior
METICULOUS PAINTING

& DRYWALL
Interior & Exterior•FREE Estimates
References Available.
10 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Call Joe: 447-8957
PAINTING
TOP quality A&A
Custom, Interior and Exterior
Free quote, call Jeff Arrieta (310) 560-
9864

PAINTING
Top quality A&A
Custom, Interior 

and Exterior

Free quote, 
call Jeff Arrieta
(310) 560-9864

Services

Personal Services
CLSS - Life Coach

LIFE COACH
YOU CAN BENEFIT FROM
PERSONAL COACHING IF
YOU FEEL STUCK WITH:
Academic Goals
Career or Financial Goals
Physical or Health Goals

1⁄2OFF
INITIAL CONSULTATION, NORMALLY $200
Anthony Rogers, M.S.  - (310) 386-1808

Pool and Spa
POOL & SPA
Service and Repairs
-Weekly Service
-Drain & Cleans
-Spa Covers
-Electric Spa Repair
(310) 306-6970
FREE ESTIMATES

Therapy
CLSS - Compassionate Counseling

COMPASSIONATE
COUNSELING
A safe place to make changes.

Life Transitions
Stress

Relationships
Self-Esteem 

Unresolved Grief

Free Consultation
Laurie Levine, MFT (MFC 23031)

Santa Monica/SFV

(310) 284-3699

Services

Transportation
YOU SHOULD call: 
Taxi! Taxi!
24 hours a day, 7 days per week in
Santa Monica
Limousine rides at taxi rates
(310) 828-223324 hours a day

7 Days per Week in Santa Monica
All Mercedes Taxi Service!

10% off meter
with mention of Ad

Please call:

828-2233
Computer Services

CLSS - Call Us First
CALL US FIRST
PC/Laptop
Sales & Service

We set up
remote offices,
DSL,Internet
& Wireless.

Computer cleanup our specialty
- viruses & spyware

Home or office.
Call us LAST

Amicus Technology
(310) 670-4962

Open 7 Days a Week
www.amicustech.com

CLSS - thenerdsquad.net

NEW COMPUTER? Call a tutor.
Consultant will set up, train, and
repair. (310) 559-7635

Your ad could run here!
✆ Call us today at (310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737
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Pacwest Mortgage

2212 Lincoln Blvd., Santa Monica, CA
310-392-9223 1-888-FOR-LOAN (367-5626)

VERY
AGGRESSIVE

RATES

30 year fixed 6.25%
10 year/1 arm 5.75%

7 year/1 arm 5.625%

5 year/1 arm 5.5%**

3 year/1 arm 5.5%**

1 year/1 arm 5.375%

6 mos./6 mo. arm 3.375%

1 mo./1 mo.arm 1.0%***

* Rates subject  to change

* As of January 4, 2006

** Denotes an interest only loan

*** Denotes Neg Am

Real Estate

Pacific Ocean Properties Broker Rob Schultz, #01218743 Department of Real Estate Phone - (916) 227–0864

PREMIER LISTINGS

7912 Osage
Westchester

$630,000

Build 2 Townhouses
Plans and permits 3448 Maplewood Ave., Los Angeles

2432 21st St., Santa Monica

7250 W. 82nd St., Playa del Rey

4238 Manhatten Beach Blvd., Lawndale

3230 W. 43rd Pl., Los Angeles

Venice Canals

$1,825,000

NO PHOTO
AVAILABLE

2957 Lincoln Blvd.
Duplex, Santa Monica

$1,499,000

124-126 Fowling
Ocean View Duplex

Playa del Rey
$1,599,000

6644 Vista Del Mar
Playa del Rey

$1,699,000

5600 W. 79th Street
Westchester

$649,000

Recent Transactions

SOLDSOLD

SOLDSOLD

SOLDSOLD

SOLDSOLD

SOLDSOLD

Pacific Ocean Properties
2212 Lincoln Boulevard, Santa Monica 310.392.9223

TIME FOR A 30
YEAR FIXED?

Rates as low as 6%

New conforming loan amounts:
One unit $417,000, Two units $533,850, Three units $645,300, 4 units $801,950

Rob Schultz
Broker

Licensed California Broker #01381120

Photo
Unavailable 8314 Blewott Ave., North Hills

420 Manhatten Beach Blvd.
Photo

Unavailable

1815 W. Holme #5, Westwood

2519 4th St. #9, Santa Monica


