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By the Associated Press

MANHATTAN BEACH — Dale Atkeson, who played fullback for the Washington
Redskins in the 1950s, has been asked to surrender the vanity license plates proclaiming
that fact.

Calling Atkeson’s 1REDSKN and RDSKN2 plates offensive, the DMV is demanding
them back.

“Who thought this up?” asked Atkeson, 71. “I think this is pretty ridiculous. I think it’s
infringing on my rights. ”

DMV says former Redskin’s
license plates are in poor taste

See PLATES, page 3

It’s budget time
for SM City Hall
Council must set
priorities in a year
that’s financially
challenged
BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

Dealing with a severe budget short-
fall, the Santa Monica City Council
will begin next week the daunting task
of setting priorities and possibly cut-
ting back services for 2002.

Depending on what the end-of-the-
year sales tax revenues produce, the
city could come up short anywhere
between $8-$17 million. And for the
past few months, city department
heads in City Hall have been looking
at ways to cut the fat off their own
budgets to trim down the deficit.

Tuesday marks the first public
meeting when the city council will
begin setting financial priorities. The
Jan. 8 public hearing also will give res-
idents a chance to offer their sugges-
tions on issues and funding relating to
the 2002-03 budget, which will be
adopted in the spring.

Mayor Mike Feinstein recently told
the Daily Press that while none of the

essential services will be cut, some
capital projects may have to be
deferred to make up for the shortfall.

“We are confident that we can trim
and not cut deeply,” he said, adding the
big emphasis will be on how the city
can operate more efficiently.

One could to look at the city’s $54
million public safety building being
constructed behind City Hall as an
example of a capital project that has
run over budget. The project has been
delayed months and is $10 million

New year off to violent
start in Santa Monica
BY CAROLYN SACKARIASON
Daily Press Staff Writer

Local police started off 2001 by nabbing an armed robber and a rapist, result-
ing from two separate incidents on New Year’s Day.

The alleged armed robber, identified as David Alanzo Batiz of Culver City,
was captured by Santa Monica Police in the Pico neighborhood after he threat-
ened a gas station attendant with a knife. 

Batiz allegedly pulled a knife on an employee at UNOCAL gas station on
Pico Boulevard and 20th Street after the attendant refused to fill gas into Batiz’s
plastic water bottle. He put the knife to the attendant’s stomach before running
north on Pico Boulevard. Police found him on the 2100 block of Court 20. The
gas station employee identified him and Batiz was booked for attempted armed
robbery. His bail was set at $35,000.

Earlier that morning, police arrested a San Francisco man for allegedly rap-
ing a woman in a Santa Monica hotel room.

Semj Deshields, 32, was arrested on charges of sexual assault, oral copulation

See BUDGET, page 3

“We are confident 
that we can trim and

not cut deeply.”

— MIKE FEINSTEIN
Santa Monica Mayor

See CRIME, page 3

Carolyn Sackariason/Daily Press
Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Deputy Damatri Crayton and Burns Security
guard Vernel Williamson leave their post at the Santa Monica Courthouse
Thursday to raise the flags representing the United States, California and the
city of Santa Monica.
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ARIES (March 21-April 19)
★★★★ Throw yourself into your work. You’ll find
yourself entrenched in calming down an uproar or the
“firestorms” that surround you. Think in terms of gain
and opportunity. Catch up on news later in the day, both
in and out of the office. Tonight: Where the crowds are.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
★★★★★ Your playfulness could irritate someone
when you don’t mean to. You might have your hands
full calming down someone. Speak your mind in a nice
way. Communication becomes easier as the day grows
older. Creativity flows. Listen to someone’s sugges-
tions. Tonight: Work late.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
★★★★ Get down to the basics. Deal with a personal
matter that might be tugging at you. Hot anger erupts
from a boss or associate. Concentrate and focus.
Someone’s playfulness allows you to lighten up con-
siderably toward the end of the day. Contact someone
at a distance. Tonight: Flirt away.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
★★★★ Reach out and communicate with others. New
information that you need to integrate into your sched-
ule comes forward. Your smile helps someone who
could be a bit angry or off the wall. Take time to have
a discussion with a partner. Discuss your plans.
Tonight: Happy at home.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
★★★★ Handle financial matters with your normal
finesse. Your partner could give you a lot of flak about
money decisions you make. Review your associate’s
ideas with respect, but also understand ultimately
whose call this is. Communication opens up. Tonight:
Frolic out the door. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
★★★★★ You draw controversy whether you intend to
or not. Deal with someone’s dissatisfaction head-on.
Air out difficulties, especially if these issues impact
your day-to-day life. Know that there is always an
alternative as long as you remain open. Finances play
into a decision. Tonight: Your treat.

JACQUELINE BIGAR'S STARS

The stars show the kind of day you'll have: 
★★★★★ -Dynamic    ★★★★ -Positive    ★★★ -Average    ★★ -So-so    ★ -Difficult

Capricorn, try not to quarrel

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
★★★ Step back if you find that you easily lose your
temper or are accident-prone. You might need more
downtime for yourself. Learn to express your aggrava-
tion in a manner that someone can hear. Recenter and
step forward later in the day. Tonight: Talk through a
problem.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
★★★★ Aim for what you want. Allow your imagina-
tion to speak and use your creative insight. You might
need to step back from a problem. Gain perspective
through a discussion with a close friend or family mem-
ber. Don’t be intimidated by someone’s temper tantrum.
Tonight: Slow down.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
★★★★ Deal with work head-on, and you’ll achieve a
lot. Think in terms of gaining quickly. You find out the
hard way that a family member is on the warpath. You
might not easily put a halt to someone’s behavior. Your
communication excels and helps you head off a prob-
lem. Tonight: Join your pals. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
★★★★ Knowing where you want to go could be
instrumental in the choices you make. Your determina-
tion forces an issue. You do your own research as you
seek the appropriate path. Don’t get into a quarrel;
rather, bypass it. Play it smart with your actions and
words. Tonight: Leader of the pack.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
★★★★ Deal with others on a one-on-one level, espe-
cially when it involves money matters. Not everything
is as it seems. Remain optimistic and positive with a
difficult associate. Through detachment and your intel-
lect, you get what you want. Tonight: Take off ASAP!

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
★★★★ You’re reactive and strong-willed. In fact,
without intending to, you could cause yourself a lot
more flak than you anticipate. Think in terms of gain
and the long term, you might choose other words as a
result. A discussion on a one-on-one level clears the air.
Tonight: Dinner for two. 

“Health nuts are going to feel stupid someday,
lying in hospitals dying of nothing.”

—  Redd Foxx

QUOTE of the DAY

Today ... Sunny with a high 68°F. Winds from the north northwest at 7mph.

Tonight ... Partly cloudy with a low of 46°F. Winds from north northeast at 4mph.

Tomorrow ... Partly cloudy High—68°F Low—46°F 
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more than what was budgeted.  
The city says it wants to hear from citizens about these

types of issues. On the city’s web site, a budget suggestion
form has been added for anyone to fill out so it can be
submitted to the city council. Citizens can log onto
http://santa-monica.org/communication/cityforms/budg-
et_suggestions_02.htm and fill out the form before
Tuesday night’s meeting, which will begin at 6:45 p.m. in
council chambers. City Hall is located at 1685 Main
Street.

As a way to “humanize” and understand the multi-mil-
lion dollar budget, Feinstein said the city makes an effort
to reach out to citizens to help them understand how the
process works.

So the “Santa Monica Leadership Series for 2002”
will kick off this month with two consecutive Thursday
night sessions on the topic of “city budget basics.” On

Jan. 17, city finance director Mike Dennis will explain
the city’s budget development process, revenue streams
and the factors considered when budget priorities are set
each year.

He’ll also recap the city council’s Jan. 8 budget pri-
orities hearing. Then on Jan. 24, Dennis will teach the
second part of his course, with a focus on the city’s finan-

cial reports and fund restrictions. He’ll answer questions
on bond financing, enterprise funds, redevelopment tax
increment funding, block grant funding and other munic-
ipal finance topics of interest to attendees. 

Santa Monica Leadership Series courses on city gov-
ernment-related topics are offered bi-monthly throughout
the year. Other courses under consideration include “The
General Plan and What It Means to You,” “Public
Process Revisited,” and another “Whole Lotta Projects
Goin’ On” city tour this summer. 

Both budget sessions begin at 7 p.m. at the Ken
Edwards Center, 1527 Fourth Street, Santa Monica. Call
458-8301 to register for the free budget courses, or for
more information. You can register on-line at santa-mon-
ica.org/leadershipseries. 

Enrollment is limited to 40 people at each course. All
materials will be provided. The Ken Edwards Center is
accessible to persons with disabilities and is served by
Big Blue Bus lines 1, 3, 7 and 8.

and sodomy after police found him behind a Jack in the Box restaurant at
the Rest Haven Motel on Lincoln Boulevard. He is being held on
$100,000 bail.

At about 2:30 a.m., a woman came to the Santa Monica Police
Department and reported that she had been raped. She told police that she
met Deshields on New Year’s Eve in Hollywood. Deshields allegedly
drove the victim to the Rest Haven Motel, where she said he used physi-
cal force and threats before allegedly raping her. 

After the assault, the victim left the motel room and waved down a
passing motorist who drove her to the police department. Officers
immediately secured the motel room and the victim identified the sus-
pect at the scene.

For Atkeson, the word “redskin” stands for pride, accomplishment,
toughness. Others disagree.

“It’s a bad, ugly term for American Indians,” said Eugene Herrod,
a board member of Advocates for American Indian Children. The
Muscogee Creek Indian filed a complaint with the DMV in August
1999 asking that all redskin plates be recalled. The state agency dis-
covered Atkeson’s 5-year-old plate after Herrod rechecked its data-
base for derivatives of redskin.

By the Associated Press

WEST HOLLYWOOD — Julia Phillips, the first
woman producer to win a best picture Oscar and the
author of the scandalous Hollywood memoir “You’ll
Never Eat Lunch in This Town Again,” has died of
cancer. She was 57.

Phillips, who was diagnosed with the disease in
August, died at home Tuesday, her family said.

Once one of the most powerful people in
Hollywood, Phillips made movie history in 1973 when
she shared the best-picture Oscar as co-producer of
“The Sting,” starring Robert Redford and Paul
Newman.

She followed that success by co-producing director
Martin Scorsese’s “Taxi Driver” in 1976 and Steven
Spielberg’s “Close Encounters of the Third Kind” the
following year.

“She was a friend and I am sad for her loss,”
Scorsese said in a statement.

But as her success grew, Phillips acknowledged

years later, she became caught up in Hollywood’s fast
life of indiscriminate sex and drug abuse, eventually
becoming addicted to cocaine.

“I allowed myself to get my head turned,” she told
The Associated Press during a 1991 interview to pro-
mote the book.

“It all came too fast. It was like we hadn’t earned
it,” she said, adding she was high the night she accept-
ed her Oscar.

The book, she said, resulted in many friends not
only never taking her to lunch but never talking to her
again.

But if she could have written the book over, Phillips
said afterward, she wouldn’t have changed a word.

It described powerful executive David Geffen as
having a puffed-out face that made him look like a
“middle-aged baby” and actress Goldie Hawn as hav-
ing dirty hair and paying little attention to personal
hygiene. Warren Beatty, Phillips said, once
approached her about a sexual threesome and she

turned him down.
While others quit talking to Phillips, Geffen

responded by firing her from “Interview With the
Vampire,” which was to have marked her comeback.

But many people, she said, praised her privately for
her candor in describing a business whose creative
process, she charged, had been damaged by the desire
of big businessmen to sacrifice creativity for making
money.

She got into the movie business in 1969 when she
went to work for Paramount Pictures as its East Coast
story editor.

Soon after, she went into business with her hus-
band, investment banker Michael Phillips, and actor
Tony Bill, producing the movie “Steelyard Blues,”
starring Jane Fonda and Donald Sutherland.

She quickly gained a reputation as a producer who
would fight for projects she believed in, and Scorsese
credited her with helping him get his vision of “Taxi
Driver” into theaters.

Academy Award-winning producer Julie Phillips dies at 57

Santa Monica wants public input on budget 
BUDGET, from page 1

Rape and robbery
start off new year

Redskins appeal U.S.
Patent Office ruling

CRIME, from page 1

PLATES, from page 1

“The DMV has the right to refuse any
combination of letters and numbers that may
be considered offensive to good taste and
decency ... ,” according to the application for
vanity plates that is posted on the agency’s

Web site.
The Washington Redskins has appealed a

ruling by the U.S. Patent Office revoking the
National Football League team’s trademark
on the word redskin.

As a way to “humanize” and 
understand the multi-million dollar

budget, Feinstein said the city
makes an effort to reach out to 

citizens to help them understand
how the process works.

Jason Auslander/Daily Press
A black and white version of the colorful sunset on the Santa Monica Pier.
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BY DON THOMPSON
Associated Press Writer

SACRAMENTO — Mother Nature is
planting a big wet kiss on the Sierra
Nevada mountains this winter, and state
hydrologists couldn’t be happier.

Poor snow a year ago aggravated the
state’s electricity crisis by cutting the
water available to hydroelectric plants
that produce about a quarter of
California’s power. Snowpack was half of
normal last January, and the winter stayed
dry.

By contrast, this year the snowpack is
139 percent of normal — the equivalent
of 61 percent of an entire average winter,
according to the Department of Water
Resources’ first snow survey of the year
Thursday.

“If we were to have just average rain
and snow the rest of the year, we’d be in
good shape,” said department spokesman
Jeff Cohen. “There’s a lot of cushion
there.”

The mountain range’s snowpack pro-
vides two-thirds of California’s water for
cities, farms and recreational uses.

The department took remote readings
from 95 automated snowpack sensors,
plus conducted snow surveys along
Highway 50 throughout the American
River watershed.

The surveys showed 165 percent of
normal snowpack at a test site located at
7,600 feet above sea level; 172 percent of
normal at 6,800 feet; 176 percent at a site
at 6,700 feet; and 179 percent at a test site
located at 7,100 feet.

The 139 percent average snowpack
across the Sierra would be enough water
to fill a glass 17 inches tall, Cohen said.

The above average snowfall is good
news for state officials who had been wor-
ried enough about a possible drought that
they started a drought-preparedness Web
site and held a series of workshops this
fall. They also had begun contemplating
starting a water purchasing program —
buying water from those who have it and
distributing it to those who need it — as
the state did during the last drought.

That drought ran six years from 1987
to 1992, forcing half the state’s counties
to declare drought emergencies.

Sierra snowpack levels
139 percent this season

Surfer ordered off the beach
after ‘wave rage’ incident
By the Associated Press

WAILUKU, Hawaii — A judge
ordered a windsurfer to stay at least 100
feet away from Kahana Beach Park after
he allegedly slammed into a kitesurfer in
an act of “wave rage.”

“Find another place to windsurf for the
time being,” Circuit Judge Reinette
Cooper told Dane Barnhard, 54, during a
bail hearing Wednesday. “We have road
rage, now I’m hearing wave rage.”

Barnhard, a retiree who lives in Maui,
pleaded innocent to second-degree assault
for deliberately windsurfing into a

kitesurfer in December. The kitesurfer
received nine stitches to his leg.

“Instead of coming to his aid, the
defendant wanted to pick a fight,” said
Prosecutor Melinda Mendes.

Windsurfers use a surf board with an
attached sail; kitesurfers use a board
pulled by a kite that sometimes lifts them
out of the water.

Barnhard was freed on supervised
release and ordered to stay away from the
kitesurfer and witnesses pending his
March 18 trial. His lawyer, Kirsten
Giroux, said he turned himself in after
learning there was a warrant for his arrest.

By the Associated Press

ORANGE, Calif. — The U.S. Postal
Service has ended correspondence
between a group of mobile home resi-
dents who have been sending personal
notes and greeting cards to one another
without using stamps.

The people who live at Orange Crest
Mobile Home Park have been using the
same system for more than 25 years.
When someone needed to send monthly
newsletters, party announcements or
bridge notices, the mailboxes were the
best form of communication.

The Postal Service learned of the prac-
tice from a resident who complained
about the stampless mail. Under federal
law, mail not bearing stamps is not
allowed.

It’s been six weeks since residents
have stopped exchanging mail and they
are not pleased with the Postal Service
crackdown.

“It’s ridiculous,” said Thelma Rinker,
who has lived in the community of 89
units almost since it opened in 1975. “But
if the government says ’jump,’ I guess
you jump.”

About half of the residents have
plunked down some extra cash for a sec-
ond mailbox specifically for their neigh-
bors.

Postal officials said the law helps pre-
vent people from receiving unwanted
material from solicitors and potential
theft.

“We recognize that, from time to time,
the regulations may cause owners of mail-
boxes to become irritated,” said Linda
Dalton, consumer affairs manager for the
Postal Service. “I apologize that this is
inconvenient, but it must be uniformly
enforced.”

Postal officials said the mobile home
park residents can use the mailboxes for
rent notices or monthly newsletters as
long as the items are stamped.

Mobile home park caught
corresponding without stamps
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Days are numbered for
Mullah Mohammed Omar

BY LOURDES NAVARRO
Associated Press Writer

KABUL, Afghanistan — Afghan offi-
cials said negotiations neared a break-
through Thursday on final terms of surren-
der for deposed Taliban leader Mullah
Mohammed Omar and 1,500 of his fighters.

U.S. officials were adamant that no
deal had been offered to the second most
wanted man after Osama bin Laden.

The governor of the southern city of
Kandahar, Gul Agha, said Omar, accom-
panied by about 1,500 Taliban fighters,
has been talking with a grand council of
tribal leaders. U.S. officials have
expressed doubts that Omar planned to
give himself up.

If Omar doesn’t agree to be arrested,
the Baghran region in the mountains north
of Kandahar, where he is believed to be
hiding, faces possible bombing by U.S.-
led warplanes, said Afghan and Pakistani
military officials.

Afghan intelligence official Nusrat
Ullah said negotiators were working out
the final surrender terms for the fighters.
“We have received positive response from
those tribal chieftains who are sheltering
Omar and his associates in Baghran,” he
told The Associated Press by satellite tele-

phone. “A breakthrough in this regard is
expected soon.”

Asked about the talks over Omar,
Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld
said in Washington that the United States
would not approve of any negotiations
“which would result in freeing of people
who ought not to be freed,” including
those involved in terrorism or harboring
terrorists.

“I know that the interim government is
right on the same sheet of music with us,
with respect to this. They want the Taliban
caught,” Rumsfeld said.

Also Thursday, American warplanes
struck a “fairly extensive” al-Qaida com-
pound and training ground near the east-
ern town of Khost, Gen. Richard Myers
said at the Pentagon.

The base “has been a place where the
al-Qaida goes to regroup” and is the same
one struck by cruise missiles in 1998 in
retaliation for the bombing of U.S.
embassies in East Africa, said Myers,
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. He
did not comment on casualties or damage
from the strike.

Bin Laden, chief suspect in the Sept. 11
terror attacks on the United States, is also
indicted in the embassy bombings.

The Kandahar governor said his
administration also was negotiating with
Abdul Wahid, a prominent pro-Taliban
warlord, for the surrender of his weapons.
Wahid already has handed over some

weaponry, Agha said.
Some Afghan officials have said

Wahid’s fighters are sheltering Omar, but
this has not been confirmed.

Two flatbed 16-wheel trucks hauling
large metal boxes of ammunition were
seen Thursday arriving in the southern

city of Kandahar from the direction of
Baghran to be handed over to Agha.

It was not known if the weapons came
from Wahid or from other Taliban weapons
caches in the area that U.S. Marines have
been finding and logging before handing
them over to Afghan officials.

Deal being negotiated for Omar’s surrender

BY PAUL RECER
AP Science Writer

WASHINGTON — As science moves closer to using
pig organs for human transplants, some experts caution
that the technique could transfer deadly swine viruses.
Ethicists question the whole idea of using animals to
make spare parts for people.

Two research teams announced this week that they
have cloned piglets that lack one of two genes that
prompt the human immune system to reject swine tissue.
The next step is breeding or cloning that would eliminate
the gene entirely from a strain of pigs.

In a world where more than 5,700 people in need of
transplants die each year because of the shortage of
donated organs, many researchers view pigs as a poten-
tially unlimited supply source. By removing a gene that
causes a swift and powerful rejection by the human
immune system, researchers hope that pig organs could

be made available to people.
But some experts caution that the whole field of xeno-

transplantation — transplanting tissue from one species
to another — is fraught with infection risks, both to the
transplant recipients and, perhaps, to other humans as
well.

Pigs are known to contain what are called porcine
endogenous retroviruses or PERVs — viruses that
evolved with the swine over millions of years and now
are part of the animals’ genes.

The viruses do not affect the pig, but what would hap-
pen if the animal’s organs are transplanted into humans?
Perhaps nothing, or perhaps it could lead to a whole new
disease, say some experts.

“This is a recipe for disaster,” Alix Fano, head of the
Campaign for Responsible Transplantation, an organiza-
tion of scientists and doctors opposed to xenotransplanta-
tion. “Pigs are a reservoir of viruses and we have no idea
what their organs would do if transferred to humans.”

Others agree that swine viruses are a serious, com-
plex problem with no clear solution presently, but they
believe science will find a way.

“That is a genuine concern. There is a risk,” said
George J. Agich, chairman of bioethics at the
Cleveland Clinic. “The ethical question is whether
there is a risk to the general population from a proce-
dure that would benefit a single individual. But we
have at our disposal scientific means to determine if
that risk is reasonable.”

Until then, he said, “we should be extremely cau-
tious. We may be talking about decades before we can
roll out this technology (xenotransplantation).”

Some studies in which humans were exposed to pig
cells have suggested that PERVs do not infect human
cells. But critics say there are many other examples
showing that some retroviruses that are harmless in one
species become virulent killers when transplanted into
other humans.

BY DENISE LAVOIE
Associated Press Writer

CAMBRIDGE, Mass. — A father on
trial for beating a man to death at a youth
hockey practice was defending himself
from a “sucker punch” thrown by the vic-
tim, a defense attorney told jurors
Thursday.

But prosecutors said Thomas Junta, a 6-
foot-1, 270-pound truck driver, lunged at
the 160-pound victim, pinned him to the
ground and repeatedly pounded his head to
the floor until he lost consciousness.

“Everything in life is not always as it
seems,” defense attorney Thomas Orlandi
Jr. told jurors during opening statements.
“I promise you today that there are two
sides to every story.”

Junta, 42, is charged with manslaughter
in the death of Michael Costin, 40, who died

after an argument over rough play at a skat-
ing rink in Reading, just north of Boston.

Eleven children, ages 11 to 15, who
saw the fight on July 5, 2000, are on the
prosecutor’s list of potential witnesses,
including the mens’ sons.

Junta concedes he became incensed
when he saw “hitting, fighting, slashing”
during his 10-year-old son’s stick prac-
tice, Orlandi said. Junta yelled for Costin,
who was supervising on the ice, to control
the game.

As the practice ended, Junta claims a
player threw an elbow at his son’s head.
After Junta escorted his son to the locker-
room, Junta and Costin had two physical
confrontations.

Costin walked past Junta after the prac-
tice and said something to him about
hockey being rough. Junta swore at
Costin, and a fight started.

The defense claims Costin, who stood
6-foot-3 in his hockey skates, thrust his
chest into Junta and cut him on his face,
neck and shins with his hockey skates.
The fight was broken up and Junta left the
rink, only to return a minutes later.

Prosecutors contend Junta lunged at
Costin, knelt over him and repeatedly
punched him.

“Some of the witnesses will tell you
they saw Mr. Costin attempting to avoid
the blows by turning his head to the right
but that the blows continued to hit him,”
Assistant District Attorney Sheila
Calkins said.

Middlesex Superior Court Judge
Charles Grabau said he would allow the
jury to see photos taken just before
Costin’s autopsy, but put off a decision on
whether to allow photographs of Costin’s
internal injuries.

Scientists say pig cloning for humans would be disaster

Associated Press
Deputy police chief of Kandahar, Haji Usta Nazar Jan, leaves with a load of
police following a brief but heavy morning gunbattle in Kandahar on Thursday.
The fight was reportedly between two police factions under control of diver-
gent sides of the militia controling the city.

Kids will testify in parents’ deadly fight at hockey game

Associated Press
Thomas Junta, 42, of Reading, Mass.
stands in Middlesex Superior Court in
Cambridge, Mass. on Thursday. Junta
is accused of causing the death of
Michael Costin when the two men
fought in a disagreement over a youth
hockey game in July, 2000.
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Reality Check®

By Dave Whammond
Speed Bump®

By Dave Coverly

Natural Selection®

By Russ Wallace

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
by Chuck Shepard 

Man shoots wife, blames death on police
Howard Strumph filed a lawsuit in September against the Voorhes, Pa., Poli e

Department, claiming that they were responsible for his wife's death in 1999 because they
failed to enter the family home quickly enough to save her. The reason the police were reluc-
tant to enter was because Strumph had just shot Mrs. Strumph, along with a handyman the
couple employed, and police thought they might be in a standoff with a homicidal man.
(Strumph later showed he intended only to shoot the handyman, whom he saw attacking his
wife, but he was unsteady when he fired from his wheelchair and accidentally hit his wife.)

GET NOTICED!
ADVERTISE!

100% ORGANIC NEWS ...
PICKED FRESH DAILY.

Santa Monica Daily Press
310.458.7737

Fax: 310.576.9913
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Employment
ADMIN ASSISTANT to Presi-
dent.  Small investment compa-
ny.  Requires MS/word,Excel, 
AOL, 50-60 wpm., 3-5 years ex-
perience, phones, investor rela-
tions, travel arrangements.  Fax 
resume (310)827-5541

ESTHETICIAN/MASSAGE 
ROOM available in busy hair 
and skin salon.  Credit card 
processing, parking, great envi-
ronment w/ fun people.  Call 
Peter or just drop by 13114 
Washington Blvd., MDR 
(310)383-0357

FACILITY MANAGER Small 
west side school seeks organ-
ized, motivated manager to su-
pervise crew.  Exp. preferred. 
32+hours/wk. AM’s Mon-Fri, 
some flexibility, call (310)451-
5657

FINISH CARPENTERS Experi-
ence in fine custom residential 
required, 3yrs minimum.  Must 
have references & tools. 
Call(310)822-0685, fax ref. to 
(310) 822-0785

FLORAL DESIGNER needed 
for flower shop in Century City.  
Please call (310)785-0669

GENERAL OFFICE Assistant 
for busy Marina Del Rey travel 
office.  Microsoft Word, Excel. 
Contact: Billy (310)823-7979

HAIR STYLIST, ESTHETICIAN 
& RECEPTIONIST wanted for 
Campus Cuts salon at UCLA.  2 
positions open.  Stylist Minimun 
2 years experience. (310)206-
4770

JIFFY LUBE
Customer Service

Join the best and be part of the 
J-Team.  F/T, P/T & Flex. 

hours.  Santa Monica location.  
Retail cashier/calculator exper 

w/ computer knowledge helpful.  
Valid Calif. DL/English required.  

Competitive wages 
w/health/dental/401k & vacation 

benefits.  Must pass 
physical/drug exam. EOE

(562)806-4948

MANICURIST FOR Busy Santa 
Monica Salon.  Full-time, com-
mission or rented.  Open 9am-
8pm. (310)450-8669

MANICURIST FOR busy up-
scale Brentwood Salon.  Lots of 
walk-ins.  Can build very quickly 
full time rent or commission call 
(310)471-5555

MEDICAL ASSISTANT part-
time dermatology office.  Marina 
Del Rey (310)821-0861

MEDICAL BACK OFC Family 
Practice in Santa Monica.  Ex-
perience necessary.  Fax re-
sume to (310)395-2063

NIGHT MANAGER needed for 
Santa Monica Restaurant.  Ex-
perience a must.  Please fax re-
sume to (310)393-6840

Employment
PARALEGAL W/3 years or 
more experience; self-starter, 
assertive and organized; able to 
handle heavy client contact; 
suitable writing skills required; 
PI experience necessary; medi-
cal record review exp,; bilingual 
Spanish a plus.  Please email 
resume to kgallo@biren.com

RECEPTIONIST FOR busy up-
scale Brentwood Salon.  Full-
time, Tues. - Sat.  Position 
starts January 1 2002. 
(310)471-5555

RETIRE IN two years with a six 
figure residual income.  Part 
Time and Full Time. (888)412-
6921

REWARDING SALES CA-
REER. Int’l firm with 16 years 
success track record seeks ex-
perienced business person M/F 
to sponsor & coach clients on 
maximizing & protecting wealth.  
Comprehensive training & sup-
port.  Call Mr. Kenedy 
(800)600-5149

THE SANTA Monica Daily 
Press is looking for Advertising 
Account Executives.  Print ad-
vertising and consultave/solu-
tion based selling experience a 
plus.  Email resume and cover 
letter to Ross at 
ross@smdp.com

UPSCALE MONTANA Ave. sal-
on has 2 stations available for 
rental.  $300 / week with sham-
poo assistant. (310)451-3710

For Sale
ADULT 3 wheel bicycle. One 
year old and had been ridden 
12-15 hours. (310)450-2395

SONY VAIO R505JSlaptop. 
850 MHz, 30G, CDRW/DVD, 
256 MB RAM, 10/100, Windows 
XP, 12.1” Active Matrix screen. 
Super thin, super light and su-
per fast! $2000 (orig. $2496). 
Chris (310)821-5611

Boats
20’ CAL: Good condition.  Com-
pletely stock. Xtra Geona sail. 
Motor. Incl. cust. trailer. $1900
(310)391-4051

24’ ISLANDER ‘66:  6hp Evin-
rude, 6-gal metal tank, radio, 
galley, sleeps 4 $1990 obo 
(310)645-3104

27’BAYLINER BUCCANEER
Great live-aboard, very spa-
cious, aft cabin  MUST SELL! 
$5950 obo.  (310)417-4141

Wanted
- ALBANIA -

If Albanian is your native 
tongue and you have time to 
teach two elderly people a little 
of that language, Please call 
(310)450-2395.

HOUSE SITTING position want-
ed.  Santa Monica.  Westside. 
Will water lawn and plants. 
Feed and walk pets.  Collect 
mail and newspapers.  Maintain 
household.  Compensation flex-
ible.  Contact Elliot (310)661-
9155

Wanted
WANTED 29 people serious 

about  losing weight. 
Dr. Recommended.   

100% natural!
No drugs. 

Call now (310)285-3115

For Rent
27’ CATALINA, Immac liva-
boad/Cruiser.  Many xtras. 
MdR slip.  $6900 obo (310)892-
4616

LADERA HEIGHTS: Single 
4820 Slauson Ave. #1  Stove, 
carpet, blinds, laundry, parking, 
no pets.  $500 & up Call  323-
298-0221

MAR VISTA: Single  12746 Pa-
cific Ave. #4  Stove, frig, D/W, 
A/C, carpet, blinds, laundry, in-
tercom-entry, parking, no pets. 
$700 Call  310-578-7512

MDR LUXURY Silver Strand 
Ocean view, Lrg 2bdr, 2ba. 
Frplc D/W, pool, A/C, tennis, 
sauna, spa, sec, nr bch. $2300. 
(310)306-0363

OFFICE SUBLET; 1, 2, or 3 of-
fices available.  Great location 
in Santa Monica starting @ 
$450.00/month.  available imm-
ed. Steve (310)392-6100

PDR MANITOBA West 2bdr + 
loft Condo.  New crpt/paint. 
Pool, spa, hot tub tennis, pad-
dle tennis, gym.  Available now.  
$1700mo Agt Sheila: (310)338-
1311

PDR: LUXURY Condo 2bd/2ba, 
frplc, 2 balc, pools, jacuzzi, sau-
na, W/D in unit, racquet ball 
courts, security parking, exer-
cise room, all appliances, 1 
year lease $1750 (310)871-
7812

S.M.:  2+1, 3 blocks to beach.  
Huge balcony, parkay floors, 
lndry, prkg. Ocean view. $2100.  
(310)399-1273

SM     $1800 2+2.  Approxi-
mately 1100s.f. 2 car enclosed 
gar. No. of Wilshire Bl. Walk to 
Montana Shops. 2020 Wash-
ington Ave. Call: (310)395-1880

SM $1395 Spacious 2 Bdrm 1 
Ba with prkg. New carpet. 501 
Raymond Ave. (310)573-7452

SM $1400 Lg 2 bdrm 1 ba, 
hrdwd fl, lots of closets, stove, 
prkg, ldry rm Quiet area 
(310)396-1644

STUDIO SPACE FOR LEASE 
avail 1500sf Santa Monica. AM, 
Eves, Sun, for classes, work-
shops, meetings. E. Pico, Am-
ple Parking.  Karen 310-396-
5990

VENICE BEACH Lrg 1+1 apt. 
Enclosed patio, 1/2  block to 
beach.  N/p w/stv & refrig $1250
(310)641-1149

VENICE HOUSE for rent 
$1975. 3+1 Approx. 1000s.f. 
Hrdwd & carpets. Remodeled 
kitchen, pvt. garden.  Very 
clean.  New appliances, inside 
W/D. 2477 Walnut Ave.
Call: (310)395-1880

For Rent
VENICE:  $1350 1Bdr + 1Ba 
Hdwd floors.  W/D in unit.  1128 
6th Ave. No pets. (310)399-
7235

VENICE:  $995, 1Bdrm & Sin-
gle $850.  Stove, refrig, carpet, 
laundry, utilities included, park-
ing, no pets.  501 N. Venice 
Blvd.  Call 9am to 7pm JKW 
Properties 310-574-6767

VENICE:  2bdrm+2bath, park-
ing,1 block from beach, mini 
bar, $1700 + sec. dep. 
(310)305-9659

VENICE:  DUPLEX 2+1  W/D, 
appliances, hardwood floors 
$1700  2 blocks to Abbot Kin-
ney.  N/P 627 San Juan Ave. 
(310)399-7235

VENICE:  Lrg 1+1 w/grt lite. 
Huge closet, stove, W/D on site.  
Off the canals.  $1325 
(310)305-8109

VENICE: 3+2, Lrg, sunny up-
per unit, 4 plex.  French doors, 
balcony, parking. $2100 
(310)581-5379

VENICE: ON BOARDWALK
Sec. building.  Clean 1bd/loft 
bdrm+1.2 level balcony. 
w/vu.frig, stv., D/W, lndry, gtd, 
prkg. $1850. (310)823-6349

W. LA 2464 Barrington 3bdr, 
3ba Lrg rooms, all appliances 
included.  Fireplace, marble 
countertops, in unit W/D.  Gated 
parking elevator, intercom en-
try. $2195.  OPEN DAILY. Mgr. 
Call:  (310)390-9401

W. LA: 2464 Barrington Ave. 
4bd/4ba  Very Lrg unit, spa-
cious closets, marble counters, 
stove, refrig, d/w, nu paint, frplc, 
gtd prkg intercom entry, eleva-
tor. W/D in unit.  Open daily. 
$2695. Mgr. Call: (310)390-
9401

W. LOS ANGELES:  1+1 2471 
Sawtelle Blvd. #103  Stove, 
D/W, A/C, fireplace, blinds, car-
pet, laundry, intercom-entry, 
gated parking, cat ok.  $1050 
Call 310-578-7512

Commercial Lease
RESTAURANT SPACE for 
lease. Office space for lease. 
Santa Monica. 2204/2206 Lin-
coln. Jeff (310)452-0344

Vehicles for sale
1970 VW Bug in good condi-
tion, new floors, upholstery. 
$1800 or best offer.  Call 
(323)259-8500

96 VOLVO 850 turbo, teal blue 
with tan interior 61,000 miles 
(310)280-0840

Services
AT YOUR SERVICE!

Professional Personal Assis-
tant.  Strong office skills.  Great 
references, reliable transporta-

tion. (310)452-4310

GARDEN CONSULTANT Mov-
ing?  Add thousands of $$$’s to 
property value by enhancing 
curb appeal.  Let me help.  Res-
onable rates & references. 
Free Estimate.  Mary Kay Gor-
don (310)264-0272

Services
BUSINESS WRITER/MEDIA re-
lations specialist: offers 16 
years experience in public rela-
tions and investor relations 
available for short and long-ter 
m assignments.  Call Jane to-
day to implement strategy for 
improved media coverage and 
increased customer/investor in-
terest (310)452-4310

CHILD & ELDERLY CARE: Ex-
perienced Mature, female, veg-
etarian available immeadiately 
for caregiving. Xlnt references. 
Call Omanasa (310)314-8248

CHILD CARE: Mature, intelli-
gent, kind & compassionate. 
Former nursery school experi-
ence. References available. 
Audry Norris (310)854-2053

CHRISTMAS FAMILY POR-
TRAITS at your SM home or 
our SM studio.  Headshots for 
performers.  Beautiful samples 
at www.southern-exposure.tv 
Great prices (310)260-1255

COMPUTER DOCTOR - Re-
pairs, Tutoring, Web Design, 
Patient, Reliable. Russell 
(310)709-7595

DESIGN DRAWINGS Interior-
Exterior.  Drawings can help 
you avoid costly mistakes & 
better visualize your remodel 
projects.  30 years experience.  
References. (310)836-4797

ELDERLY CARE PROVIDER
Living in Santa Monica, immedi-

ately available for full or part 
time work.  References availa-
ble upon request.  Please call 

Lita (310)394-3197

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTANT
available to come to your 
home/business and help clean-
up, free-up and organize your fi-
nances.  Professional services 
included; Quicken / Quickbooks 
set-up and management, estab-
lishing on-line banking services, 
accounting, payroll, employee 
benefits and other professional 
matters.  Flexible weekly / 
monthly programs and excellent 
references.  Please call Roland. 
(310)230-2341

FRIENDLY & SKILLED  Com-
puter Support Services.  Setup, 
upgrade, internet connections & 
networks.  Home or Office, 
Westide (310)663-3644.  Rea-
sonable Rates.

KNITTING LESSONS Yarn, 
Supplies, Patterns, Finishing & 
Design, STICH & ROW, Knitting 
Arts Center, 15200 Sunset 
Blvd., Suite 111, Pacific Pali-
sades (310)230-9902

PET STOPS WEST Boston’s 
Finest Daily and Vacation pet 
sitting service for over a decade 
comes to Santa Monica.  Li-
censed, bonded, insured. 
(310)264-7193

SPANISH TEACHER/TUTOR,
Santa Monica native speaker w/ 
M.A. from U. of MI Berlitz 
trained.  Convers/Grammer, all 
levels/ages.  Fun.  Lissette 
(310)260-1255

Services
TENNIS LESSONS Learn the 
game of tennis (effortlessly). 
Have fun!  Get in shape. 
Group/private.  Call Now!  Intro 
lesson free.  Certified Instructor 
(310)388-3722

The State-Of-The-Art 
Videoconferencing Solution
Fixed 30 frames per second

Currently being used by; The 
US Navy, Smithsonian Institu-
tion, the Mayors office in San 
Diego and New York, The Uni-
fied School District of San Die-
go, Police and Fire Depart-
ments, Warner Brothers, CNN 
and Turner Networks.  Call to-
day: West Coast Video Phone
(310)392-0799

TUTORING 
K-12 academics, K-adult com-
puter, Learning Disabilities Spe-
cialist.  Reasonable rates.  Wise 
Owl Education (310)209-9032

Business Opps
$1500/MO.  PT - $4500-
$7200/mo.  FT Int’l Company 
needs Supervisors & Assis-
tants.  Full training.  Free infor-
mation. (866)412-8036 or 
www.kes-homebusiness.com

ATTENTION: WORK from 
home. $500 - $2500/mo PT. 

$3k - $7k/mo FT.  Free booklet.  
(800) 935-5041.  

Dreamtimeisnow.com

EARN A VERY HIGH CASH 
FLOW.  Lend @10% to a fast 
growing firm & get your money 
back in 16-19 months, + earn a 
royalty of 7 TIMES loan 
amount, 60% annual return.  I’ll 
show you this is real over lunch. 
$25K min.  Elliot (310)745-3512

IF YOUR not afraid to speak in 
front of small groups & like the 
idea of unlimited income.  Call 
(877)772-7729 independent as-
soc.

SALES ENTREPRENEURS
wanted.  Gourmet Coffee/Es-
presso Industry.  Invest only 
your time and skill, unlimited in-
come.  (310)675-0717

WORK FROM home. 
Business opportunity.

P/T $500-$1,500
F/T $1500-$5000 monthly
Call now (310)285-3115

Health/Beauty
VIACREME FOR women 
works! Developed and recom-
mended by gynecologists. Or-
der vc.com. (310)312-0662

Missing Person
MONICA LYNN DEVITO

05/01/56  Please call home im-
meadiatly.  Others with info 
email: moniphome@aol.com

Lost & Found
FOUND - set of keys with silver 
metal flower keychain.  Found 
at 601 California.  Please call 
(310)458-7737.

JOIN THE CLASSIEST GIG IN TOWN!
With the classiest representative in town ... 

Call Angela at the Santa Monica Daily Press and place your classified ad today!

310.458.7737 ext.101
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Santa Monica Daily PressSanta Monica Daily Press
Has a new ‘E-dition!’

Home delivery by E-mail

Check the day’s headlines, news stories,

classifieds, comics, horoscopes and ads

all before you leave the house!

For more information, please call: 310.458.Press (7737)
or e-mail to: todayspaper@smdp.com

FREE 
SUBSCRIPTIONS 

AVAILABLE!
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S t a r t i n g  a t
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Internet Connections

always on,
always fast

“Since LA Bridge installed 

DSL at my home, I have 

found the flexibility 

to use the Internet in 

a whole new way.”
__Bill Foster,

Apple Computer

each account includes:
• 24/7 Internet connection

• 7 days/week tech support

• 6MB personal web space

• free local dial-up acct 

• over 4000 worldwide dial-up 

locations for laptop users who 

travel. (a metered service).

YOUR OPINION MATTERS! Send your letters to Santa Monica Daily Press: Attn. Editor
530 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 200 • Santa Monica • 90401 • sack@smdp.com

Lack of copyright ownership continues to irk artists
BY RON HARRIS
Associated Press Writer

SAN FRANCISCO — Don Henley and The
Eagles were flying high on chart-topping record sales
in the 1970s with hits like “Take It Easy” and “Take
It To The Limit.” Henley bought his parents a televi-
sion with part of his first advance, and began cashing
in on rock stardom.

“Desperado” more aptly describes Henley’s mood
these days as he battles the record industry over “works
made for hire” agreements in which artists sign away
the rights to nearly all music they perform under con-
tract.

“When an artist such as myself makes an album, and
turns that album into a major record company, that
record company assumes both ownership and author-
ship of that master,” the headstrong rocker explained in
an interview with The Associated Press.

“They didn’t create it. They didn’t even pay for it in
most cases,” Henley complained. “But they claim that
they are the author of that particular body of work
which is sort of ridiculous when you think about it.”

The U.S. Copyright Office defines a “work made for
hire” as one “prepared by an employee within the scope
of his or her employment” or “a work specially ordered
or commissioned for use as a contribution to a collec-
tive work.”

The record labels’ position is that nearly all sound
recordings contribute to a collective work and, unless
otherwise specified in a contract, they own the rights to
the valuable master recordings indefinitely.

That legal argument is a key element of the record-
ing industry’s claims in the Napster case, where record
labels have submitted certificates of copyright owner-

ship to the “works made for hire” they are suing to pro-
tect.

Henley now heads a group called the Recording
Artists Coalition, which filed a friend of the court brief
in the Napster case, urging U.S. District Judge Marilyn
Hall Patel not to accept the industry’s broad claims of
“works made for hire” authorship.

The artists’ coalition wants the labels to submit spe-
cific proof copyright ownership of each work, thus set-
ting the groundwork for future legal battles to deter-
mine who truly authors sound recordings produced
under contract.

Record labels count on long-term ownership of top-
selling songs to create revenue to finance the search for
new music and cultivation of new bands. Labels pay to
develop artists, rent studio time and produce and pro-
mote successes as well as failures, says Cary Sherman,
general counsel for the Recording Industry Association
of America.

“It’s the rare successes that finance the 90 percent
that fail to make it,” Sherman said. “Having the ability
to capitalize on the catalog of survivors, the catalog of
albums that continue to sell, is what makes the system
continue to work.”

Henley argues that such financial risk is also shared
by artists who stake their careers on relationships with
major labels such as Sony, Warner, BMG, EMI and
Universal — the Big Five of the record industry.

“We take a risk every time,” Henley said. “We risk
being dropped from our contract. An artist gets one,
maybe two strikes, then you’re out. Whereas, record
companies go on forever.”

Originally, sound recordings were never considered
to actually be published, according to the U.S.
Copyright Office. Out of concerns over international

piracy, record companies decided federal copyright pro-
tections would be to their advantage and sound record-
ings became eligible for copyright in 1972.

Copyright law was revised in 1976 (becoming effec-
tive in 1978) and sound recordings remained covered,
but “works made for hire” was included as an exception
to copyright termination.

Rights to sound recordings created under this defini-
tion don’t have to relinquished by major labels. Sound
recordings not falling under this definition can be
reclaimed by performers 35 years after first publication.

The pickings for artists looking to reclaim their
works may be forever slim if the “works made for hire”
definition remains the same.

“Reasonable minds can differ as to whether your typ-
ical sound recording qualifies as a work made for hire,”
said David Carson, general counsel for the U.S.
Copyright Office.

An amendment to copyright law was squeezed
through in 1999, officially defining sound recordings as
“works made for hire.” Artists protested the move, even
though it had been industry practice to consider record-
ings as such for years.

“What was a non-issue three years ago became an
issue when the law was amended,” Carson said.

The amendment was repealed in 2000 after Capitol
Hill Subcommittee testimony from Henley, other artists
and legal experts.

Despite the disagreements and uncertain future of the
music business, Henley says the changes he seeks are
worth fighting for now.

“I have a son and two daughters who might be in the
music business. I don’t want them to have to work as
hard as I did,” Henley said. “These songs that we write
are like our children. It’s personal.”


