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QUOTE OF 
THE DAY

California Lt. Gov. Cruz Bust-
amante (runner-up to Arnold
Schwarzenegger in the October
recall election) is not the family’s
only public figure. As the San
Francisco Chronicle reported in
September, his sister Nao
Bustamante, 39, is a prominent
performance artist whose work
includes (1) wearing a strap-on
burrito for men to kneel before
and bite in order to absolve
themselves of “500 years of
white man’s guilt” and (2) stick-
ing her head into a plastic bag
filled with water and tying it
around her neck to resemble a
Houdini stunt, to create “an
urgent situation to respond to.”

“Take most people. They
are crazy about cars. I’d
rather have a horse. A

horse is at least human,
for God’s sake.”

– J.D. Salinger

NEWS OF 
THE WEIRD
by Chuck Shepard 

,

Features

THE UNDER $10 
DINNER SPECIAL

Served from 4pm - 10pm

1433 Wilshire Blvd at 15th St
310-394-1131 www.santamonicamusic.com

(310) 453-1928
1901 SANTA MONICA BLVD.

IN SANTA MONICA

Music Lessons...
It lasts a liftetime

By Daily Press staff

If you’re a smoker, chances are
you’re going to have a difficult
time lighting up anywhere in
Santa Monica except in the priva-
cy of your own home.

A new California law went into
effect on Jan. 1 that prohibits
smoking within 20 feet of any
public building, including univer-
sities and community colleges.

AB 846, signed into law by for-
mer Gov. Gray Davis last year,

specifically prohibits smoking
within 20 feet of main entrances,
exits and windows of any building
owned, leased or occupied by the
state, county or city.

The state law complements
Santa Monica’s anti-smoking
stance. The Santa Monica City
Council last March voted to ban
smoking in its 15 parks because of
health risks associated with sec-
ond-hand smoke and the likeli-
hood that children could ingest

discarded cigarette butts.
And the council is currently

reviewing a law that would ban
smoking on the Santa Monica Pier
and at the beach.

At the request of Mayor Richard
Bloom, the City Council in
November voted 6-1 to have staffers
draft two new ordinances outlawing
smoking and return the laws to be
voted on by council members. The
ordinances are expected to be voted
on early this year.

Violators could end paying as
much as $750 after court fees and
penalties. Enforcement is done by
random, periodic checks in the
parks by the city attorney office’s
consumer protection unit and the
Santa Monica Police Department.

As far as the statewide law is
concerned, it’s anticipated that clear
signage and placing ash cans at least
20 feet from affected entrances,
exits and windows will make the
law virtually self-enforcing.

Mystery photo 

Carolyn Sackariason/Daily Press
A resident gets prehistoric by erecting a dinosaur in his yard. As part
of a weekly contest debuting today, the Daily Press will give away a free
prize to the first reader who can accurately describe where the photo
was taken. E-mail answers to sack@smdp.com.

Law bans smoking in front of public buildings

He wants a safer, more
artistic, scholarly 2004
BY JOHN WOOD
Daily Press Staff Writer

Residents this year can expect
to see less gun violence in an east-
side neighborhood, a financially
stable school district
and more arts programs
in Santa Monica.

Those are the priori-
ties that Mayor Richard
Blooms hopes to
achieve in his last year
as the city’s top politi-
cian. But he knows
from experience they
won’t be easy to attain.

Bloom said his top
accomplishments in 2003 were
guiding the city through a $16 mil-
lion budget deficit and providing
stability after the living wage
measure failed for a second time
— two issues focused more on
holding together a cash poor and
divided community than venturing
into new territory, politically.

With his term as mayor set to
expire at the end of the year,

Bloom also will be up for reelec-
tion in November — along with
City Councilmen Mike Feinstein,
Ken Genser and Herb Katz. 

Bloom said it’s too soon to say
how the 2004 election will be dif-
ferent than others, but added that a
political action committee being
set up by the local Chamber of

Commerce is sure to
cause problems.

It will be the first
time that the chamber
will endorse candidates
and raise money for
their campaigns. The
goal is to gain majority
on the City Council,
which is currently con-
trolled by Santa
Monicans For Renter’s
Rights, a liberal group

that for years has guided City Hall
politics.

“For those of us who are con-
sidering running in November, it
means earlier fundraising, it
means more fundraising,” Bloom
said. “I don’t think, frankly, it’s
going to change the outcome of
the election — and I think it’s

Mayor sets priorities
for the year ahead

BY WILL LESTER 
Associated Press Writer 

WASHINGTON — For the
next year, presidential candidates
will be working to win over rough-
ly a fifth of the nation's voters who
haven't made up their minds about
which side to support. 

Who they are, how they feel and
what will win their support will be
central to the campaign. In large
part, those voters will decide the
outcome of the presidential election. 

Even though the majority of
voters generally say they have a
definite feeling how they would
vote, there are still plenty of

wavering voters at stake. 
“Even if it's only a fifth or sixth

of the electorate, that's still a sub-
stantial number,” said pollster
Andrew Kohut, director of the
Pew Research Center. He said that
group could consist of 15 million
to 20 million voters. 

Almost half of voters, 45 per-

cent, in a poll conducted for The
Associated Press in mid-
December by Ipsos-Public Affairs,
said they definitely would vote for
President Bush, while not quite a
third, 31 percent, said they defi-
nitely would vote against him.

Fifth of electorate eyed by White House candidates

See ELECTORATE, page 10

See MAYOR, page 7

Mayor Richard Bloom
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HOROSCOPE

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
★★★★★ Take a broad point of view

rather than getting caught up in the little details.
You will be much happier, and, ultimately, the
results will be better. On some level, you feel a
need to slow down, and you will. Tonight: Take
in a movie.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
★★★★★ Not everyone is as serious-

minded as you are right now. Take time with a
discussion that involves a loved one who is
instrumental to your well-being and health. In
fact, how you handle some unexpected uproar
could make or break an emotional situation.
Tonight: Be with the one you love.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
★★★ Uproar on the home front could

have you running out the front door. If you need
to take some time to yourself, do so. A partner
might agree with you, but how you handle the
matter might differ. Be gentle and diplomatic.
Tonight: Whatever another wants. It could be
worth it!

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
★★★ Unpredictability could become a

mainstay in your life. You might want to rethink
a decision that involves work. You have many
talents; become less dependent on others. In the
next few weeks you get long-overdue news.
Tonight: Don’t push. Relax.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
★★★★★ Let creativity flow as naturally

as it can. You have one idea after another, and
not necessarily work-related. A partner who
always proves to be fun might be a little out of
sorts for a while. Don’t worry so much. Tonight:
Go where the fun is.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
★★★ You become more and more unpre-

dictable, which might be why a partner walks
away from you, or at least hesitates. You need to
be aware of the impact of your behavior on
another. Share more of yourself. Tonight: Try to
mellow out.

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS

The stars show the kind of day you’ll have: 

★★★★★-Dynamic  ★★★★-Positive  ★★★-Average  
★★-So-so  ★-Difficult

Be with a loved one, Scorpio

ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
★★★★★ You speak your mind, but on

some level you might realize that what you are
saying is not exactly on-target or not exactly true
for you. Stop and think. You might want to
update your suggestions. Tonight: Tired? It’s
about time.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
★★★ Finances could be fraught with sur-

prises, especially if you put too much trust in a
friend. You easily could be upset by what you
see. Right now, chill out and give others some
space as you decide on your course of action.
Tonight: Discuss a personal matter.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★★★ You’re in the pink — so to

speak. As a result, you might decide to do some-
thing totally different from what you had
planned. Screen or insulate yourself from some-
one who could mess up your day or ruin your
plans. Tonight: Your night on the town, if you
want another.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
★★ Take your time making a decision,

especially if you are uncomfortable. You might
be sensing something. Make calls and reach out
for someone at a distance. You could be stunned
by what you hear. Mull over a conversation.
Don’t react. Tonight: Get some R and R.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
★★★★★ Aim for what you want, but

don’t be surprised if someone waylays you. A
partner could be enormously difficult without
intending to be. You might want to seize the reins
of your finances. Friends are where the action is.
Tonight: Playtime.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
★★★ Jupiter in your sign retrogrades,

pausing what might be going on around you. A
partner could be uppity, and you might have had
enough. Understand that you could be reacting to
this major planetary shift. Tonight: A must
appearance.

TThhee  DDaaiillyy  HHoorroossccooppee  iiss  ssppoonnssoorreedd  bbyy::
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Space is Going Fast...
Get Signed Up Now!

■ Exercise Classes

■ Nutritional Counseling

■ Stress Management

■ Health & Wellness Education

START THE NEW YEAR OFF RIGHT
Way to Wellness: Back to Basics

Located at the Loews Santa Monica Beach Hotel
310-842-5657 • www.globalfitnesssolutionsonline.com

(M, W & TH: 7:00p.m.-8:30p.m.)

Program starts January 5th, 2004

4 “Supercharged” Weeks of

Looking for a Last-Minute Gift?
Winter Day Spa Package

Haircut
(Consultation, shampoo,

conditioning, cut & blow-dry)
Manicure/Pedicure

(A full-service luxurious treatment)
Massage

(A full hour of Relaxation Therapy)

a $165 value for only

$99
Great Stocking Stuffer

or purchase an Off The
Top Gift Card in any

denomination you choose.

1418 Main St.,
Santa Monica

(310) 452-3641

offer ends Feb. 29th

How about our

GRAND

OPENIN
G!

“Come and see our NEW look”
NOW OPEN

ADULT
HAIRCUT

Shampoo &
Precision Cut

$995

COLOR
Shampoo & 

Quality Color

$500
OFF

Min. $39 & UpLong Hair Extra

Santa Monica
2461D Santa Monica Blvd.

(Next to Sav-on Drugs)

310-453-5103

Sav-on 
Drugs

M-F: 9am-8pm  Sat: 9am-6pm  Sun: 10am-5pm

Fantastic
Sams 26

th
 S

t.

Santa Monica Blvd.

$20 FLAT FEE TO LAX
$50 FLAT FEE TO LONG BEACH

with ad only

SAVE MONEY!
IT’S AS 

EASY AS...
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A fast moving storm front rolled quickly through the area on Friday bringing
schizophrenic conditions to the region, not to mention poor water quality due to
run-off.

Today will see a mix of local WNW windswell and fading NW swell. Once the
tide drops, most spots will have waist-chest high surf while the standout NW spots
see shoulder-head high surf with some inconsistent overhead sets. The waves will
become less consistent and smaller late in the afternoon. 

Expect both WNW and NW swells to continue fading through Sunday. Most
breaks see some waist high-plus surf while standouts drop down to about shoul-
der high on the best sets. This swell mix will have wound almost totally down by
Monday. 

Write us at wood@smdp.com and tell us what the surf is doing today at your
local break.

Today the
water Is:

56º

LOW TIDE HIGH TIDE
Morning Height Evening Height Morning Height Evening Height

WEDNESDAY 11:24 1.6 10:19 1.7 4:31 4.8 4:56 3.2

THURSDAY 12:24pm 0.9 11:04pm 2.1 5:07 5.0 6:24 3.0

FRIDAY 1:08pm 0.4 11:46pm 2.3 5:42 5.2 7:27 3.2

SATURDAY 1:44pm 0.0 N/A N/A 6:15 5.5 8:14 3.3

SUNDAY 12:25 2.5 2:18 -0.3 6:47 5.7 8:52 3.4

MONDAY 1:01 5.0 2:50 -0.6 7:19 5.8 9:25 3.4 

Sunrise: 7:05 a.m.
Sunset: 5:01 p.m.

UCLA Parkside Medical

2428 SANTA MONICA BLVD., SUITE 303 • SANTA MONICA

got teeth?
visit David Taft, D.D.S.

• 20+ years of experience
• Evening hours + emergency services
• Root Canals, Crowns, Veneers

• UCLA Graduate
• Most insurances accepted
• Cosmetic Dentistry

Dental Exam
+ Cleaning
+ X-Rays

$45
(reg. $149)

FREE
Bleaching

(Includes starter bleach)

with exam, x-rays
and cleaning at

regular price

must mention this ad

310-315-3676

Turkey
Sandwich  

8 ttaaxx  iinncclluuddeedd

Daily  Specials  come  with  
french  fries  +  drink

The Tastiest Hawaiian Sandwiches

111199  BBrrooaaddwwaayy,,  SSaannttaa  MMoonniiccaa
331100..339944..00110000

OOppeenn
DDaaiillyy  ffrroomm
1111  aa..mm..  ttoo
1100  pp..mm..

Today’s Special: Store Hours:

The Surf Report is sponsored by:

TAXES
ALL FORMS • ALL TYPES • ALL STATES

AUDITS • BACK TAXES • BOOKKEEPING • SMALL BUSINESS

SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA
(310) 395-9922

429 Santa Monica Blvd. Ste. 710
Santa Monica 90401

COMMUNITY BRIEFS
Indian art show comes to Santa Monica
By Daily Press staff

The upcoming Santa Monica Indian Art Show features a wide range of collectible
contemporary and antique Native American art scheduled for Jan. 10 and Jan. 11 at
the Santa Monica Civic Auditorium.

Considered by officials to be a cultural arts classroom, the event will feature orig-
inal historic and present day objects of art — including Guatemalan masks,
Southwestern kachinas, Plains Indian beadwork, Pacific Northwestern carvings,
Spanish Colonial and Pre-Colombian art.

The show also highlights award winning artists, sculptors and jewelers, including
Andrew Redhorse Alvarez, Cliff Fragua, Ronald Chee and Baje Whitethorne.

Special performances include Emmy award-winning music from Xavier Quijas
Xyaotl and a storytelling festival on both days with native southern California
Indian storytellers.

In a modern day gallery setting, more than 85 knowledgeable antique dealers and
contemporary Native American artists will be on hand to talk about the items they
bring to the show. In some cases, the items may be the only remaining art materials
of an indigenous society. Contemporary artist also will be available to discuss their
rich artistic traditions. No sacred items will be displayed or sold.

Tickets cost $7 for adults and are free for children 17 and under. A donation is
suggested for the storytelling festival. For more information, call KR Martindale
Show Management at (818) 905-9299 or (800) 656-9278. Tickets are available at
www.americanindianartshow.com or ticketweb.com, or by telephone at (886) 468-
3398. The auditorium is located at the corner of Pico Boulevard and Main Street.

Insurance leaders to discuss plan for CA workers
By Daily Press staff

Major insurance company presidents will participate in a panel next weekend to
discuss insurance solutions for California workers.

PacifiCare of California president James Frey, Blue Cross of California president
and chief executive officer David Helwig and HealthNet of California president
Chris Wing will examine critical issues facing health care insurers, employers and
workers in California at a panel co-sponsored by the Los Angeles Association of
Health Underwriters and the Employee Benefits Planning Association of Los
Angeles.

The panelists will discuss topics, including rising health care costs for
Californians, the movement away from managed health care plans and efforts to
contain prescription drug costs.

“We are honored to have such a prestigious panel of experts talk about the prob-
lems and solutions to providing affordable, quality health insurance for California
employees,” said LAAHU president Bruce Benton. “We believe that health care,
especially access to affordable insurance, will be a key issue in the upcoming pres-
idential primaries. With a new governor in office and the passage of the employer-
mandated health insurance bill by the California Legislature, as well as several other
proposals to be introduced in 2004, California will find itself in the spotlight on this
major national issue.”

LAAHU was founded in 1979 to give LA-area professionals who sell health
insurance products a voice in the state and federal legislative process, offer oppor-
tunities for continued learning in the field and provide a support network. With a
membership of more than 400, LAAHU is one of the largest members of both the
National Association of Health Underwriters and the California Association of
Health Underwriters.

The panel discussion, part of LAAHU’s monthly series that addresses health care
issues, will take place on Jan. 13 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Sheraton Universal,
333 Universal Hollywood Drive in Universal City.

Jews, Germans tell their stories
By Daily Press staff

The Craft and Folk Art Museum will host a discussion led by authors Bernat Rosner,
Fredric Tuback and Eva Leveton following a presentation of the 30-minute documen-
tary, “This Daunting Task — Conflict, Consequences and Reconciliation: A conversa-
tion between Germans and Jews,” by filmmakers Mariel McEwan and Sergio Palermo.
The project documents 10 stories from German and Jewish immigrants to California. 

The event will be held from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. on Jan. 17 and admission is free.
The museum also will be opening a new exhibit, featuring a historical view of work

by African American artists from Los Angeles from the 1990s to present. According to
event organizers, the exhibition, called “A Survey Exhibition: Fade 1990-2003,”
reflects a broad array of influences ranging from folk art to conceptualism. The works
will be on display until Feb. 29 and will be shown Wednesday through Sunday from 11
a.m. to 5 p.m. Admission costs $3.50.

The Craft and Folk Art Museum is located at 5814 Wilshire Blvd. in Los Angeles.
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LETTERS
School funding questions to ponder
Editor:

Most parents in the Santa Monica-Malibu School District feel strongly one way
or the other about the superintendent’s proposed equity fund. As we await the out-
come of this issue, I hope the school board members seriously consider the follow-
ing questions:

■ What is the goal of this policy? Is it to increase fundraising across the district?
Somehow reshuffling the current funds in the district, lopping off 3 to 5 percent to pay
a third party to manage the fund, and, in the process, alienating a large group of gen-
erous donors seems to me a backward process. Is it to increase equity across the dis-
trict, something our taxes —  legal ones, that is — and Title I funds already do? Is it
to band together the schools to work toward a higher standard? The old saying “You
can catch more flies with honey than with vinegar” comes to mind. I believe parents
are more than willing to volunteer their time and resources where there is a need, but
having a “tax” shoved down their throats invokes a belligerent response that will only
harm the giving at the schools and by extension to the district.  

■ What is the need? I think we all agree there are schools in the district that need
some help. If I am going to voluntarily give my time and money to make that happen
I would like to know what the needs are. There has been a lot of talk about some
schools not having the time to fundraise because the parents are spending their time
rallying the City Council for district funding. It’s hard to believe that the two are
mutually exclusive. For example, the school which stands to receive a whopping
26.75 percent of the entire proposed equity fund is sending 95 orchestra students to
the Czech Republic at a cost of $2,000 per student. Whether the money for the trip is
being fundraised or is being paid for by the parents seems irrelevant — the capacity
to raise money undeniably exists. Again, what is the need?

While parents are divided regarding the district’s entitlement to private funds, I do
believe a silver lining has emerged. The process has forced conversations about need
and has elicited commitments to enact change. I hope the school board will not under-

estimate the power of volunteers working together, as well as the proposed policy’s
negative impact on future fundraising in the district.

Sandy Thacker
PTA Co-President, Webster School

2003. The first year of the millennium
to end in a three. The second odd year of
the century. And the fourth year in a row
that your annoying friend kept reminding
you that 2001, not 2000 should’ve been
considered the first year of the new mil-
lennium. As this very special year comes
to an end, let me remind you of some of
its most important events.

A report revealed that the crime rate in
the United States was the lowest in almost
30 years. Obviously, they weren’t count-
ing big business crimes. People are still
stealing from us, it’s just that the thieves
are better dressed these days.

Israeli and Palestinian leaders agreed to
commit to a “roadmap” to peace.
Unfortunately, like most men, they refused
to look at the map once they got lost.

SIGN OF THE TIMES: A shopper
was trampled by other shoppers during a
holiday sale at Wal-Mart.

Iranian writer and activist Shirin Ebadi
won the Nobel Peace Prize. Curiously,
Michael Douglas and Catherine Zeta
Jones presented him with the award. Now
there is a report circulating that at the next
Academy Awards, Shirin Ebadi will pres-
ent the Best Supporting Actress Oscar.

This was the year of anti-French feel-
ing in the United States. French fries were
renamed “Freedom Fries,” and patriotic
teenagers engaged in “Freedom Kissing.”

When camera phones became popular
this year, I couldn’t understand what peo-
ple were going to do with them. However,
apparently they figured it out. By the end
of the year, possession of a camera phone
was not allowed in places like health clubs,
locker rooms and bathrooms. I assume this
ban has increased sales.

As is the tradition, just before
Thanksgiving, President Bush pardoned
the national turkey. There is no truth to
the rumor that Secretary Ashcroft was
against the pardon. He merely felt the
bird should’ve been detained longer for
questioning.

Al Gore endorsed Howard Dean for
president. All the other Democratic candi-
dates, as well as the Republican Party,
denied that they had brought about this
endorsement.

“Playboy magazine” turned 50. I guess
that means it’s going to start having a hard
time remembering other magazines’ names.

FURTHER SIGN OF THE TIMES:
It turns out that the trampled shopper had
made numerous injury claims against
stores, including nine previous ones
against Wal-Mart.

Lebron James and Carmelo Anthony
were not the only young athletes in the
news. Fourteen-year-old soccer player
Freddy Adu turned professional. Despite the
obvious problems, major sports leagues
continued to refuse to ban youngsters.
However, in a concession to public pressure,
there is a proposal in the NBA that would
require all players to be potty trained.

The Queen of England knighted the
Rolling Stones’ Mick Jagger. It seems so
silly that England honors celebrities just
for being celebrities. It would be like if
the citizens of one of our states elected a
movie star with no political experience as
their governor.

President and Mrs. Bush sent out
approximately 1.5 million Christmas
cards. I didn’t get one. Did you?

MYSTERY OFTHE YEAR: Whatever
happened to the Robert Blake case? With
bigger celebrities being accused of equally
lurid crimes, minor celebrity Blake was

pushed out of the news. Don’t be surprised
if, in 2004, Blake sues for equal time.

The Nielsen ratings for the major net-
works went down again. The networks
couldn’t figure out why audiences were
not watching their wonderful shows, so
concluded that the fault was with the way
that Nielsen counted viewers. Right. And
the reason your pants have been getting
tighter the past few years is that manufac-
turers are sizing them smaller.

FURTHEST SIGN OF THE TIMES:
The trampled shopper is a former Wal-
Mart employee.

I decided not to make any references to
the war in this column. I figured you’d be
getting enough war recaps from other
sources. I’m hoping I won’t make any war
references in my 2004 recap column for a
better reason — that the war will be over
by then.  

Happy New Year!

(Lloyd Garver has written for many tel-
evision shows, ranging from “Sesame
Street” to “Family Ties” to “Frasier.” He
has also read many books, some of them
in hardcover. He writes the “Modern
Times” column for CBSnews.com’s opin-
ion page and can be reached at
smdp@lloydgarvermoderntimes.com).

2003 — Another year older and much deeper in debt
MODERN

TIMES
By Lloyd Garver

Opinions expressed are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters
will be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to
sack@smdp.com. All letters must include the author’s name and telephone number for purposes of verification. Letters also may be mailed to our offices located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Suite 202,
Santa Monica, 90401, or faxed to (310) 576-9913. All letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content.

CREATE SOME DIALOGUE. YOUR OPINION MATTERS!
PLEASE SEND LETTERS TO:

SANTA MONICA DAILY PRESS: ATT. EDITOR

530 WILSHIRE BLVD. SUITE 200

SANTA MONICA, CA  90401
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It was inevitable, I suppose. One day,
the laundry detergent would run out.
The dog food would be gone. The trip to
Costco would prove too daunting.  

After months of honoring the picket
lines at my local supermarkets, toting
home one melon at a time from Wild
Oats, or shaving and washing my hair
before driving to Gelson’s in Pacific
Palisades, that day came. Heeding my
wife’s plaintive cry, “It’s OK to shop at
Ralph’s! Even the strikers say so,” I
once more entered a supermarket.

But I didn’t feel good about it. I’m a
member of a union (OK, we call it a
guild, but that’s just because we’re writ-
ers and we have to be special), and here
I was consorting with the enemy. In the
parking lot, there were lots of empty
spots — left by people nobler than I —
and on the way in, I kept my baseball cap
down low, and my sunglasses on. I felt
like Peter Lorre in
“Casablanca,” furtively
pursuing the elusive let-
ters of transit. But what
could I do? We had
needs — we had to eat
— and there’s only so
long you can buy things
a few at a time, here and there — I mean,
what are we, French? (Soon I was afraid
I’d be carrying one of those little
reusable string bags in my pocket and
getting up at dawn for fresh baguettes).

Now, I like to think I’m a pretty cos-
mopolitan guy. I don’t mind saying that
I’ve been in supermarkets all over the
country, pretty much since I’ve been an
infant but there’s something about going
back into one after you haven’t been for
several months that really rocks you
back on your heels. I’d forgotten what it
was like to see big, wide aisles, stuffed
with stuff, and in some cases with no
one in them. It was like some Twilight
Zone episode, about the last man on
earth. They even had these carts, nifty
wire jobs with wheels, that you got to
use at no extra charge to pile your gro-
ceries in.  

What an idea! And the store had
everything! All in one place! I’d com-
pletely forgotten. There were fruits and
vegetables at one end, a bakery at the
other. A fresh meat counter for my car-
nivorous wife, a generous selection of
tofu and soy products for me. How long
this struggle for enlightenment will last,
I can’t say. 

And if one container of cottage
cheese was close to its expiration date,

right behind it there was another, with a
later date. It was almost as if it had been
planned that way.

Of course, I no sooner found myself
flying — look at that, a whole section of
food that had been frozen — than the
overhead intercom brought me back
down to earth. “Ralph’s is currently
accepting applications for temporary
employment while contract negotiations
go on.” But are they going on? More and
more, it seemed to me, there were no
negotiations. In this new world I was
living in, nobody seemed to care where
you bought your food. Certainly not the
mayor, who was as invisible as ever.
(Was it only in New York, where I
moved here from, that the mayor
appeared to actually live in the same
town as the people who had elected
him?) “Ralph’s is an equal opportunity
employer,” the message went on, which

did make me wonder
when, if ever, I had
heard a business
describe itself as an
unequal opportunity
employer. Isn’t it
kind of unnecessary
to brag about that

anymore? Isn’t it kind of mandatory? Or
am I wrong?

At checkout I was asked by a helpful,
if somewhat flustered checker, if I had a
Ralph’s Club card. My God, I’d forgot-
ten about things like that, and never hav-
ing shopped at a Ralph’s before, no, I
didn’t have one. Well, in two minutes
flat, they’d fitted me out with one — it
even has a little baby version that I can
slip onto my key ring! And it had given
me an instantaneous $9.75 discount on
my groceries. All for shopping at
Ralph’s! 

In the parking lot I discovered that
my car has a trunk peculiarly well suited
to holding grocery bags — I had come to
think of it simply as the place where my
CD player lived — and I couldn’t help
thinking, this whole supermarket con-
cept is an awfully good one, and would-
n’t it be nice if people who lived in LA
could shop in such places, free of guilt
or self-recrimination on a regular basis?
Right in their very own neighborhoods?
I know, I know, it sounds like some
crazy pipe dream, but isn’t LA the place
where dreams like that are supposed to
be made?

(Robert Masello is a writer who lives
and used to do his grocery shopping in
Santa Monica).

No longer taking grocery
shopping in SM for granted

Guest 
Commentary

By Robert Masello

Good thing you recycle your paper...
Chances are you’re reading it again.

Santa Monica Daily Press
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BY TOM CHORNEAU 
Associated Press Writer 

SACRAMENTO — Saddled with a
shortfall of at least $14 billion and a
promise not to raise taxes, Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger is likely to release a
budget next Friday with few surprises —
it will contain cuts, cuts and more cuts. 

While the administration has released
no details of the 2004-2005 spending
plan, lawmakers and lobbyists engaged in
budget negotiations with the governor say
they expect to see a painful list of spend-
ing reductions that reach every corner of
the state bureaucracy. 

Topping the list will likely be public
health and welfare programs — especial-
ly Medi-Cal, the state’s health insurance
for the poor and disabled that costs more
than $10 billion a year. 

Education is also expected to share the
burden, despite Schwarzenegger’s cam-
paign promise to protect school funding. 

He is likely to renew his pledge to get
a bigger share of Indian gambling profits,
and his call for new concessions from
labor unions. And there are hints of
reforms and reorganizations aimed at
making the state more efficient and cost
conscious — including changes in parole
and inmate supervision. 

Tempering all the bad news, however,
the governor is expected to paint a rosy
economic outlook where billions of dol-
lars in unanticipated tax revenue over the
next year will let him sidestep some of the
most difficult funding choices. 

Still riding a wave of popularity since
winning office in October’s historic recall
election, Schwarzenegger takes over at a
critical time. 

While former Gov. Gray Davis and the
Legislature took some steps last year to
solve the state’s financial problems,
spending remains badly out of balance
with income. 

Last summer’s budget agreement used
a long list of one-time savings, accounting
gimmicks and borrowing to make ends
meet. The one-time savings and many of
the gimmicks expire at the end of this fis-
cal year, and analysts say a new deficit
will begin growing almost immediately
that will exceed $10 billion by June 2005. 

One of Schwarzenegger’s first moves
as governor, repealing a tripling of the car
tax, has also added $4 billion dollars to
the deficit. 

Looming on the horizon is another
multibillion dollar problem. Last sum-
mer’s budget agreement included $12.6
billion in loans that have been held up by
legal challenge because the debt was not
approved by voters. 

Schwarzenegger and the Legislature
agreed last month to put a $15 billion
bond measure on the March ballot. If vot-
ers do not agree to the borrowing, the
state could quickly find itself in an
unprecedented fiscal crisis, forcing force
the governor to drastically revise his
budget priorities and promises. 

But the governor’s upcoming budget,
to be unveiled Jan. 9, is expected to
assume that voters approve the big bond
measure, which means the problem is $14
billion — still big enough to require cuts
in all areas of the budget. 

Anthony Wright, executive director of
Health Access, a coalition of health care
advocates, said he has had not direct con-
tact with the administration on the budget,
but through his network of sources has
concluded that public health programs are
on the chopping block. 

“If you are going to make serious cuts
and you are not going to raise taxes, you
don’t have many options,” he said. 

The biggest target, he said, will likely
be Medi-Cal. As Davis proposed last year,
Wright believes Schwarzenegger will
look to limit enrollment in the program to
slow the growth. He is likely to try to trim
the number of patients by changing eligi-
bility rules, cut reimbursements to doctors
and hospitals, and reduce the kinds of
services for which the state will pay. 

To get his agenda approved,
Schwarzenegger will need to walk a thin
line between Democrats who control both
houses and Republicans who have enough
votes to block any proposed agreement. 

The acrimony that has marked budget
negotiations over the past three years is
not expected to disappear, although key
party leaders say they believe voters’
decision to replace Davis with
Schwarzenegger this fall sent them a mes-
sage to end political gridlock. 

Still, Democrats say there will be a
limit to how much they will cut. 

“We know there will be cuts, we know
there will be pain,” said incoming
Assembly Speaker Fabian Nunez, D-Los
Angeles. “What we want to make sure is
that those cuts don’t turn pain into shame.” 

Schwarzenegger expected
to cut big in first budget 

“We know there will 
be cuts, we know there

will be pain.”

— FABIAN NUNEZ
Assemblyspeaker
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going to create a more divisive environment at a time
when we really don’t need that.

“I feel really strongly about it,” Bloom added. “I think
much of the history of Santa Monica is a history that was
not guided by chamber interests, unlike many other com-
munities ... Not to say the business community doesn’t
play an extremely important role in the community and
in elections, but that’s a very significant and qualitative
difference than the chamber actively involving itself in
the outcome of elections.”

With the election 11 months away, Bloom — whose
New Year’s resolution is to build on his leadership skills
and rekindle old friendships — has more pressing work
to contend with. He said his top priority for the coming
year will be battling gun violence in the eastside Pico
neighborhood. Throughout 2003, incidents of drive-by
shootings and stray bullets have been commonplace in
the neighborhood. Police responded to close to a dozen
shots-fired calls, most believed to be gang related. While
most of the shots didn’t seriously injure anyone, the Pico
neighborhood was the scene of Santa Monica’s only
homicide — 19-year-old Jalonnie Carter was shot in the
back in an alley east of 20th Street.

Though Bloom said he doesn’t want to predetermine
how the issue will be tackled, he said a report on gun vio-
lence recently authored by the RAND Corp., a national
think tank based in Santa Monica, could serve as a key point
in a conversation that will involve the entire community.  

“The key problem is an ongoing cycle of violence that
ebbs and flows with time,” Bloom said. “We don’t seem
to have been able to make it go away. And I started to
think about that over the last few weeks and how we have
this regional program now to end homelessness in 10
years ... If we can really have a vision to end homeless-
ness, I can’t imagine that in a community like Santa
Monica, with the resources we have, that we couldn’t
have a program for ending gun violence.”

Bloom acknowledged that the police department is
already doing most of what is outlined in the RAND
report but said it is important for everyone to take a clos-
er look at the situation and redouble their efforts. He said
he was interested in exploring more job and youth inter-
vention programs, among other things. 

“We need to look at every available resource ... to end
the problem. Not just deal with it, end it. That may take
some time, but I think we ought to commit ourselves to
doing it,” Bloom said.

“This is one place where it’s appropriate for the city to
take the lead,” he added. “I think it’s extremely important
for a lot of this to be community driven. That’s what the
Riley study from RAND showed and recommends. I
think we need to convene some sort of meeting of the
people who are interested in the community to put some
ideas out there and then implement them. 

“Most of what we’re doing, in terms of what the police
department is doing, is in line with the kinds of programs
that are recommended by RAND already. I think that
there is probably some fine tuning that we can do ... I
think that the thing that needs to happen is for the com-
munity to become more involved on a day-to-day basis in
terms of intervention.”

A second priority, Bloom said, is cultivating the local
arts — something Bloom has long championed. Though
the Santa Monica Festival may be called off this year due
to budget problems, Bloom said there’s still some money
available and he hopes to use it to set up partnerships
with local businesses.

“Frankly, I don’t think I did enough in the last year,”
he said. “My ultimate goal, particularly in the downward
economy that we’re experiencing, is to try to find ways
for the local residents, and the business community, and

the hospitality industry to energize the community with
more music and more arts. 

“We have a tremendous amount of artistic talent in the
city and I don’t think we’re coordinating it to the best
benefit of the people here.”

Bloom pointed to partnerships and sponsorships like
the now-defunct annual folk festival, long sponsored by
McCabe’s Guitar Shop on Pico Boulevard. 

“What I would like to do is have a summit meeting of
all of those who are a part of the fabric of the communi-
ty and see where it ends up,” he said. “Basically, what I
want to see is more access to music in the community and
that means more open houses, more festivals and any-
thing else that people want to see. 

“We have tremendous business resources. A large part of
the entertainment industry is based in Santa Monica — from
music to performing arts, it’s
all here and I think it’s a large-
ly untapped resource,” he
added, pointing to Harvelle’s
Blues Club, Bergamot Station
and the Santa Monica
Museum of Art.

Bloom’s third priority is
to stabilize funding for the
cash-strapped Santa Monica-
Malibu Unified School
District. For the past few
years, the district has

depended on last-minute cash donations from City Hall to
keep from slashing its programs. Bloom said that system
isn’t fair to either entity.

City Hall staffers are currently reviewing various
options, including the cost of possibly purchasing or leas-
ing some properties from the school district and using
them for open space or other purposes. In the meantime,
school boosters are working on a possible ballot measure
that would force City Hall to fork over a set percentage
of its revenue each year, a proposal not looked kindly
upon by council members.

“There’s a limit to how much that (amount) can be
raised ... Without a new funding source it becomes diffi-
cult to imagine increasing the city’s funding the way we
need to,” Bloom said, adding that, “It’s really important
for local government to maintain flexibility in how it
allocates its resources.”

Still, Bloom said unless the bottom falls out of the
local economy — which isn’t likely — City Hall should
continue to fund public schools. 

“The bottom line is that it is really dangerous to
engage in simplistic analysis when it comes to issues like
this,” he said. “I have some skepticism, but it’s healthy
skepticism.

“I’m not ruling out anything. I am hoping to find the
right formula, I’m hoping it’s out there.
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WASHINGTON — Female American
troops in Iraq have killed Iraqis with
bombs and bullets. They’ve won medals
for valor and Purple Hearts for combat
wounds. They’ve been captured as prison-
ers of war, killed by enemy fire and buried
as heroes in Arlington National Cemetery. 

American women have participated
more extensively in combat in Iraq than in
any previous war in U.S. history. They’ve
taken roles nearly inconceivable just a
decade or two ago — flying fighter jets
and attack helicopters, patrolling streets
armed with machine guns and command-
ing units of mostly male soldiers. Seven
have been killed in combat. 

Yet all this has gone largely without
much comment in Washington, despite
the attention given to rescued POW
Jessica Lynch. 

Congress debated the issue of women in
the military after the 1991 Gulf War, voting
months later to loosen the 1948 ban on
women in combat. The issue hasn’t come
up on Capitol Hill this year, however. 

“It doesn’t seem to be a big deal,” said
retired Navy Capt. Lory Manning, who
tracks military issues for the Women’s
Research and Education Institute. 

“We could not do what needs to be
done over there without women. If there
needs to be a body search of an Iraqi
woman, there’s no way an American male
could do that.” 

Military women in Iraq say they are
doing their jobs just like their male col-
leagues. Sgt. Erin Edwards, 23, often
travels in armed convoys as part of her
work as an aide to a commander of the 4th
Infantry Division in Tikrit. 

Edwards left her 3-year-old son and
infant daughter with her in-laws to serve
in Iraq because her husband serves in the
Army in South Korea. 

“I would love to be at home with my
kids, but I’m doing this for them. I would-
n’t want to do anything else,” Edwards
said recently. 

Opponents of women in combat
haven’t resigned themselves to this turn of
events. They’re trying to pressure
President Bush to reinstate restrictions on
women serving in support units that trav-
el close to the front lines, such as Lynch’s
507th Maintenance Company which was
ambushed in Nasiriyah. That unit includ-
ed the first American woman soldier
killed in the Iraq war, Pfc. Lori Piestewa. 

Elaine Donnelly, an opponent of
women in combat who is spearheading a
petition drive on the issue, said she
believes it’s important that women not be
put in danger of being captured and raped.
Medical records indicate Lynch was
sodomized while in Iraqi captivity but she

has said she does not remember it. 
“If we are opposed to violence against

women at the Air Force and other service
academies, why all of a sudden if violence
happens at the hands of the enemy, we say
it doesn’t matter?” said Donnelly, presi-
dent of the Center for Military Readiness,
which claims more than 20,000 signatures
on the petition. “That’s a step backward
for civilization, not a step forward.” 

Pentagon officials say they do not keep
track of the number of women serving in
Iraq. Overall, 15 percent of active-duty
troops and 17 percent of National Guard
and reserve forces are women. 

Acting on the 1991 law allowing
greater roles for women, the Pentagon
loosened restrictions on women’s military
service in 1994. The new rules allow
women to become combat pilots and take
other jobs that previously were off-limits. 

The military retained some restric-
tions: Army women still can’t serve in
front-line infantry, tank or artillery units,
and Navy women can’t serve on sub-
marines or in the SEAL special forces
units, for example. 

But the conflict in Iraq, like other mod-
ern wars, has blurred the line between
combat and non-combat units. 

Women can serve as military police,
which patrol Iraqi cities and often have
been involved in fighting with Iraqi insur-
gents. Supply convoys and troop trans-
ports often include female soldiers and
have been the targets of repeated attacks
by anti-American forces. 

Female soldiers, particularly MPs on
patrol, have drawn curious crowds of
Iraqis who marvel at the idea of women in
uniform. Edwards, the Army sergeant in
Tikrit, said Iraqi women are particularly
interested. 

“When women look at you, they just
smile,” Edwards said, her M-16 rifle
slung over one shoulder. Others, however,
“won’t even look at you. It’s like they’re
not allowed.” 

Washington shows little
reaction as American
women fight, die in Iraq

“We could not do what
needs to be done over there

without women. If there
needs to be a body search
of an Iraqi woman, there’s
no way an American male

could do that.”

— LORY MANNING
Retired Navy Capt.
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BY REBECCA BOONE 
Associated Press Writer 

BOISE, Idaho — An avalanche that rushed down
central Idaho’s Soldier Mountain resort struck a cabin
early Friday, killing the dean of the University of
Washington’s graduate school and her husband. 

Marsha Landolt, 55, and Robert A. Busch, 58, were
killed in the avalanche, which occurred about 1:30 a.m.,
the Camas County Sheriff’s Office reported. 

Five other family members survived. Two dug them-
selves out and went for help; the other three were rescued. 

Emergency workers evacuated all the cabins in the
region until the avalanche danger passes, officials said.
The ski resort was also closed for the day, partly because
of the risk of additional avalanches and partly because
resort workers needed time to groom the trails with the
freshly fallen snow. 

Landolt had been dean and a vice provost of the uni-
versity since 1996, university spokesman Bob Roseth
said. She was previously director of the university’s
School of Fisheries and wrote more than 70 scientific
papers on fish pathology. 

The cabin was about one mile south of the Soldier
Mountain ski area. It sat on Soldier road, at the base of a
gully that cuts through a high ridge on Soldier Mountain,
said Kyle Davenport, an administrative assistant at Soldier
Mountain Ski Resort who assisted in the rescue effort. 

Soldier Mountain is in the Sawtooth National Forest
about 80 east of Boise. 

A heavy slab of snow along the ridge broke loose,
triggering the avalanche, Davenport said. The cabin
occupied by Landolt and Busch was slammed with the
bulk of the snow. 

“From what the locals on Search and Rescue said, it
was the biggest avalanche they’ve seen in a long time,”
Davenport said. “It looks like somebody just fired the
snow through the windows on that whole side of the
building. The room where the grandparents were found
was filled nearly to the ceiling with snow and the bed was
pushed clear against the far wall.” 

Landolt and Busch’s son and daughter-in-law were

sleeping in the loft with their three small children,
Davenport said. When they were awakened by the ava-
lanche, the son immediately tried to dig out his parents. 

After about an hour and a half of digging, Davenport
said, the son made his way out of the cabin and went to a
neighbor’s home to call the Search and Rescue team. 

“We got there at about 3:40 a.m., and at that point we
knew it was a recovery effort,” Davenport said. “It took
the team probably another 45 minutes to an hour to get
the grandparents out.” 

A neighboring cabin was also struck by the avalanche,
but it was mostly shielded by Landolt’s and Busch’s
cabin and suffered only minor damage, Davenport said. 

At around noon on Friday, Davenport said, emergency
workers heard barking coming from underneath the snow
inside the cabin’s living room. Though they first believed
the family’s pet dog had died, the animal had apparently
been pushed through a glass screen into the fireplace,
where he was able to get air through the chimney. 

“We were able to get him out. He was scratched up
and scared but otherwise OK,” Davenport said. 

The debris field at the base of the avalanche was near-
ly 200 yards wide, and between 10 and 15 feet deep,
Davenport said. 

BY DAN D’AMBROSIO 
Associated Press Writer 

DENVER — Winter storms are dumping snow across
the West and ski resort operators couldn’t be happier. 

From the wind-swept Sierra Nevada to Big Mountain
in Montana, the story was the same Friday — big snow
brought big crowds over the holidays, a key moneymak-
ing time for resorts. 

“This next storm rolling in right now is helping us
usher in the new year with a big powder smile on our
faces,” said Andy Wirth, vice president of marketing at
the Steamboat Ski Area in Colorado. 

Steamboat had so much snow — more than 14 feet —
that Wirth expected some holiday skiers to avoid work
and stick around. He said resort officials were also
encouraged by the number of people arriving for a vaca-
tion, not just a single day on the slopes. 

“The destination skier has shown up in force,” Wirth
said. “We think that’s largely a function of not only the
snow, but a recovering economy.” 

The U.S. ski industry has been on a roll the last three
seasons, despite lingering concerns about the financial
health of destination resorts. In November, Vail Resorts
Inc. posted its first fiscal year net loss in a decade, blam-
ing effects from the war in Iraq. 

Colorado resorts in particular have been concerned about
a decline in visits from out-of-state and foreign skiers. 

If resort operators admit to any concern this season,
it’s that the good snow conditions will create too much
demand for airplane seats. 

Telluride Ski Resort in Colorado had the busiest day in
its history on Dec. 31, but only because the resort lobbied
airlines to boost the number of flights during the holidays. 

“We negotiated for the airlines to fly bigger air-
planes,” spokeswoman Annie Carlson said. “It was a bit
of a risk, but we knew the demand was there.” 

Jeff Hanle, communications manager for the Aspen
Skiing Co., said some visitors to the upscale resort had to
extend their stays until next week because weekend
flights were booked. In Vail, local tourism bureau official
Ian Anderson said business was up from last year. 

“I certainly think the fact that we’re no longer at war,
the economy is rebounding and we have some good
snow” get the credit, he said. 

The Durango Mountain Resort in southwest Colorado
was enjoying an influx of visitors from the Four Corners
region and beyond. 

“Texans love Durango,” spokesman Matt Skinner said.
“During this time of year they come up in large numbers.
We have not seen a decline in that over the holidays.” 

The Jackson Hole Mountain Resort in Wyoming has
received more than 6 1/2 feet of snow since Christmas,
while at Snowbird nearly 100 inches fell between
Christmas and New Year’s Day. Snowbird even missed
out on what typically is a huge day for resorts — Dec. 26
— because avalanche dangers closed the only road to the
area outside Salt Lake City.

UW Graduate School dean, husband, killed in avalanche

‘Big powder smile’
— snowstorms a
relief to resorts
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BY ANDREW KRAMER 
Associated Press Writer 

PORTLAND, Ore. — Oregon cattleman Mike
Partlow built a business selling beef products that
Americans don’t eat, from hooves to femur bones to
stomach lining, all prized by Asian chefs. 

Korean cooks slice steamed hooves into wafers for a
meaty, gelatinous soup. Bits of large intestine go on the
grill in Japan. 

But after the discovery of mad cow disease in an
American cow last week, this $600 million market — and
Partlow’s business selling so-called variety meats — has
vanished, and won’t return until export markets reopen. 

America had been the world’s largest exporter of these
products before 36 countries banned U.S. beef imports
last week. Many of the shipments went through West
Coast ports, with the Port of Portland handling about
61,000 tons of variety meat in 2002. 

The value of specialty products for Asia had added
about $75 to the value of each slaughtered American
cow, economists said. 

Variety meats are loosely classified as non-muscle
parts, such as brain, oxtail, tendon, heart, liver and tripe. 

The collapse of this market is among the starkest
examples of the economic blow mad cow disease has
delivered to the American beef industry. 

The business had grown quickly over the past decade
after market liberalization in Asia, and had come to round
out the mix of products carved from each slaughtered
steer, Partlow said. 

Now that the market has “vanished,” Partlow said some
parts will likely be rendered for raw protein for animal
feed and other products until the export market reopens. 

Twenty-five percent of Partlow’s mostly export beef
business had been in variety meats. The former rancher
said his business has been devastated, with containers
stalled in warehouses in the Midwest and in Asian ports.
He said he lost more than $1 million, although the blow
was cushioned by hedging on the futures market. 

Some specialty cuts, such as thinly sliced tenderloin
for Japanese hot pot, can be ground into hamburger and
resold, Partlow said. 

Other items, such as beef intestine, are a harder sell on
American supermarket shelves. 

American producers had come to rely on selling these
bits overseas, said Dalton Hobbs, marketing director with
the Oregon Department of Agriculture. 

“It was an extremely important part of the beef and
cattle industry in the United States, and it’s hard to find
alternatives,” Hobbs said. 

“There are only so many ethnic stores in this country,”
to sell such items, he said. 

The largest export market for variety meats was
Mexico, followed by Japan and Korea, said Lynn Heinze,
vice president of the Denver-based U.S. Meat Export
Federation. 

The United States exported 405 tons of variety meat in
2002, mostly from West Coast ports, at a total value of
$618.4 million. 

The Asian market, critical for West Coast beef traders,
hardly existed 15 years ago, Partlow said. 

West Coast cattlemen began exporting to Japan soon
after World War II, but the trade was lackluster and con-
trolled by a Japanese government monopoly, the
Livestock Import Production Corporation, Partlow said. 

Prodded by the World Trade Organization, Japan abol-
ished the monopoly in 1991. That opened the market for
American ranchers, who quickly shipped beef parts
unwanted at home, along with cuts popular in both coun-
tries, such as steaks. Variety meats account for about 20
percent of the beef market in Asia.

About a fifth, 21 percent, said they would
consider voting for someone else. 

This poll, taken right after the capture
of Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein, showed
that Bush's support had increased since
November, when people were evenly split
whether they were for or against him. 

Attitudes about Bush were on a roller
coaster in the polls through 2003, Ipsos
President Thomas Riehle said. They
spiked upward after the war with Iraq,
declined until mid-fall and then improved
with the economy's growth and the cap-
ture of Saddam. 

In the most recent poll, the swing vot-
ers were more likely to be younger adults
ages 18 and 39, those without college edu-
cations and political independents. 

Other closely divided groups that will
be courted heavily during the campaign
season are voters in the Midwest, subur-
ban residents and Catholics, according to
a Pew analysis done this fall. 

Hispanics have tended to lean
Democratic in past elections, but increas-
ingly are considered swing voters. 

Democratic pollster Celinda Lake said
she will be closely watching to see how
swing voters feel about Bush's job per-
formance and whether they think the
country is headed in the right direction. 

In the AP-Ipsos poll, more than half of
the undecided voters approved of the job
Bush was doing. But in that poll, more
than half, 55 percent, of undecided voters
said the country was headed down the
wrong track. 

Swing voters are increasingly motivat-

ed by which candidate can provide the
best solutions to problems, Republican
pollster David Winston said. 

“Swing voters have changed in a key
way,” said Winston. “That's where the
Democrats are struggling. You hear these
attacks, but what's their alternative solution?” 

The voters' choice will come into clear-
er focus once Democrats have a nominee,
probably sometime in March. 

Now, two-thirds of Democrats say they
would definitely vote against Bush and
about a fourth of Democrats say they
would consider voting for someone else.
More than a third of independents say they
would consider voting for someone else. 

In the coming year, the voters, espe-
cially swing voters, are certain to be influ-
enced by the two big issues of the last year
— how the economy is going and how the

situation in Iraq is going. 
The undecided voters were split on

Bush's handling of the economy. Six in 10
said the United States made the right deci-
sion in going to war in Iraq. 

Bush's perceived strength in handling
the campaign against terrorism is going to
be a crucial issue in this election. More
than six in 10 in various polls consistent-
ly say they approve the way he is handling
the terror fight. The undecided voters had
about the same view. 

Bush had more than a 3-to-1 advantage
over Democratic front-runner Howard
Dean on whom the public trusts more to
handle national security, according to a
recent ABC-Washington Post poll. 

“As long as the president has a stature
gap on fighting terrorism,” Kohut said,
“he has a trump card.”

Asians buy the red meat that Americans won’t eat

Three quarters of Democrats say they’ll vote against Bush
ELECTORATE, from page 1

S ta r t i ng  a t  
$46 .95 /mo!

always on,
always fast
“ Since LA Bridge installed 
DSL at my home, I have 
found the flexibility 
to use the Internet in 
a whole new way.”
__Bill Foster,

Apple Computer

each account includes:
• 24/7 Internet connection
• 7 days/week tech support
• 6MB personal web space
• free local dial-up acct 
• 2 IP addresses
• over 4000 worldwide dial-up 
locations for laptop users who 
travel. (a metered service).

786k to 7.1M Now Available 

p re -qua l i f y  on l i ne  a t  www.LABr idge . com
or  ca l l  310 .228 .3626  x3

“Home of L.A.’s 
Most Famous 

English High Tea”
Since 1986

Open 7 Days
11a.m. to 6 p.m.

ZAGAT’S 2001 

AWARD OF DISTINCTION

355 S. Robertson Blvd.
Beverly Hills

(310) 652-0624
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Differences reduced in Afghan politics
By The Associated Press 

KABUL, Afghanistan — Afghans on both sides of
an ugly ethnic divide at the country’s constitutional con-
vention said they narrowed their differences during cri-
sis talks with American and U.N. officials Friday. 

The progress during a one-day break at the loya jirga
could avert a complete collapse of the gathering, seen as
a historic opportunity to help this war-ravaged nation
toward the promise of peace and stability. 

At the 502-member grand council, President Hamid
Karzai’s fellow ethnic Pashtuns have swung behind his
call for a strong presidency he says is vital to hold the
country together as it rebuilds and faces a stubborn
Taliban insurgency. 

Smaller groups, however, including Tajiks and
Uzbeks from the north, have dug in against a charter
they claim would bring back the Pashtun hegemony that
lessened with the defeat of the Taliban two years ago. 

Exasperated council leaders were forced to abandon
voting on the charter in a tumultuous session Thursday,
after more than one-third of the delegates boycotted the
ballot and staged a sit-in in the huge tent where the 3-
week-old meeting is taking place. 

Quake wipes out 2,000-year-old fortress
By The Associated Press 

BAM, Iran — Most of the 30 circular guard towers
have crumbled into avalanches of dirt, along with parts
of the thick, mud-brick walls. The bathhouses, gymnasi-
ums and a Zoroastrian temple that survived for centuries
now resemble a moonscape. 

The earthquake that killed nearly a third of this
Iranian city’s people last week also devastated its
archaeological jewel — the Arg-e-Bam, or Citadel of
Bam, the world’s largest mud-brick fortress, parts of
which date back 2,200 years. 

But even as aftershocks sent more of its walls crash-
ing down, Iran’s government is vowing to rebuild it. 

“The citadel was almost as precious as the lives lost
in the earthquake,” Fakoor Pass, director of cultural her-
itage for Kerman province where Bam is located, told
The Associated Press on Friday. Officials are “100 per-
cent sure we will” rebuild it. 

More than 30,000 people are believed to have died in
the 6.6-magnitude temblor that struck before dawn Dec.
26, burying thousands alive as they slept. 

Much of the historic citadel on the outskirts of the
modern city collapsed like a sand castle. 

Manufacturing ends strongest year in 20
By The Associated Press 

NEW YORK — The nation’s manufacturing sector
finished 2003 with its most robust month of growth in
20 years. 

The Institute for Supply Management reported
Friday that its manufacturing index jumped to 66.2 in
December from 62.8 the previous month, strong evi-
dence that the economic turnaround continues to pick up
steam. 

The new reading was the highest since December
1983 for a sector that has shed millions of jobs over the
past three years. 

Stocks rose strongly following the release of the
report, but major indexes ended up mixed after a bout of
late-day selling. 

The Dow Jones industrial average ended 44 points
lower at 10,410. Broader stock indicators were mixed.
The Standard & Poor’s 500 index fell 3 points to 1,108,
while the Nasdaq composite index was up 3 points at
2,007. 

The December reading marks the sixth consecutive
month of expansion in manufacturing and was signifi-
cantly higher than the 61 forecast by analysts. 

The index measures the rate of growth in U.S. manu-
facturing. A reading above 50 indicates expansion; one
below 50 indicates manufacturing activity is contract-
ing. From March through June, the manufacturing index
was below 50. 

Catholic church still needs help
By The Associated Press 

An upcoming report on whether Roman Catholic
bishops are implementing their new mandatory disci-
pline plan for sexually abusive priests will say most dio-
ceses are complying, but “there is still a lot that needs to
be done,” the official overseeing the audit said Friday. 

Kathleen McChesney, a former top FBI agent and

head of the bishops’ Office of Child and Youth
Protection, said the sheer size of some of the largest dio-
ceses slowed their progress, while others lacked the per-
sonnel or financing for quick compliance. 

The plan not only dictates how bishops should
respond to abuse claims, but also requires them to take
steps to prevent molestation, such as conducting back-
ground checks on all clergy and lay workers in the dio-
cese and training them to identify abuse. The largest
archdioceses employ more than a thousand priests
alone, McChesney said. 

“Considering it’s only been about a year since people
have been working on it, there’s been a lot of progress,
but nobody is going to tell you that it’s all been done,”
McChesney said, in a phone interview with The
Associated Press. “What you’re going to find is that
most of them are (complying), but there is still a lot that
needs to be done.” 

The report, which is scheduled to be released
Tuesday in Washington, is based on audits of all 195
U.S. dioceses conducted by the Gavin Group, a Boston
consulting firm led by former FBI official Bill Gavin. 

Dulles security head suspended
By The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The head of security at
Washington Dulles International Airport was placed on
administrative leave because of his arrest on drunken
driving charges as the airport was on a heightened state
of alert early New Year’s Day for terrorist activity, the
Transportation Security Administration said Friday. 

Charles Brady, acting federal security director at
Dulles, was pulled over Thursday morning, hours after
a British Airways jetliner was detained at the airport
because of intelligence information. 

Airport spokeswoman Tara Hamilton said a
Metropolitan Washington Airports Authority police offi-
cer took Brady into custody after he saw him driving
erratically. 

The Transportation Security Administration named
Adm. James Schear acting federal security director at
Dulles during an investigation of Brady’s arrest, agency
spokesman Darrin Kayser said. 

Jennifer Marty, TSA spokeswoman, said Brady and
other federal security directors at the nation’s airports
were notified on New Year’s Eve that they should plan
to stay at work until 2 a.m. because the agency was con-
ducting emergency drills. Brady was pulled over at 1
a.m. EST and taken to the Fairfax County Detention
Center, where he spent the night before being released
Thursday afternoon. 

WORLD BRIEFLY

BY GEORGE GEDDA
Associated Press Writer 

WASHINGTON — The Bush admin-
istration, pressing for the irreversible and
verifiable elimination of North Korea’s
nuclear program, distanced itself Friday
from planned visits there by congression-
al aides and private scientists. 

White House spokeswoman Claire
Buchan said that a six-nation effort to
address the issue — which began last
August — is the appropriate forum for
such an undertaking. 

The American experts have been deal-
ing with the North Koreans as separate
groups but apparently will be traveling to
the communist state in the same time
frame and may join together for the pro-
posed tour of the nuclear facility at
Yongbyon. 

The Senate Foreign Relations
Committee is sending Republican staff
member Keith Luse and a Democratic
colleague, Frank Jannuzi. Both are East
Asia experts and work respectively for
committee chairman Richard Lugar, R-

Ind., and Joseph Biden of Delaware, the
panel’s ranking Democrat. 

A second group planning a trip consists
of John Lewis of Stanford University; Sig
Hecker of the Los Alamos National
Laboratory in New Mexico, a nuclear
weapons research center; and Jack
Pritchard, a former State Department offi-
cial who left the government last summer. 

The six-nation effort to halt the nuclear
program began with a meeting in Beijing.
Efforts to reconvene the discussions last
month fell through. Participants, aside
from the United States and North Korea,
are South Korea, China, Japan and Russia. 

The United States is hoping that North
Korea can be persuaded to disarm through
security guarantees as well as economic
benefits. 

Asked about the plans of the two
groups to visit Pyongyang, State
Department spokesman Adam Ereli said
they are not acting on behalf of the admin-
istration. 

“Any efforts that complicate prospects
or undertakings to reconvene six-party
talks and to achieve forward movement in
dismantling North Korea’s nuclear pro-
gram aren’t helpful,” Ereli said. 

Asked whether the administration

opposes the visit, he said, “We neither
facilitate nor oppose.” 

There has been no outside access to the
nuclear facility at Yongbyon since U.N.
inspectors were expelled at the end of
2002. 

The North says it has completed repro-
cessing 8,000 spent nuclear fuel rods at
Yongbyon. If true, that would yield
enough plutonium for half a dozen atomic
bombs. North Korea is believed to already
have one or two nuclear bombs. 

In addition to the plutonium bomb
project at Yongbyon, North Korea also
has acknowledged a separate effort to pro-
duce a uranium bomb. 

During a visit to East Asia in late sum-
mer, Luse and Jannuzi spent three days in
North Korea. 

In a report, they said they told North
Korean officials that the United States
views Pyongyang’s nuclear programs as a
“grave threat to international peace and
stability.” 

They urged the officials to seek a
peaceful, negotiated solution to the
impasse through multilateral dialogue. 

Administration cool to N. Korea visit by U.S. experts
“Any efforts that complicate prospects or

undertakings to reconvene six-party talks and to
achieve forward movement in dismantling North

Korea’s nuclear program aren’t helpful.”

— ADAM ERELI
State Department spokesman

DID YOU KNOW?: Martin Van Buren was the first President to be 
born in the United States (his predecessors were all born in Britain’s colonies).
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$15 Special
FREE California Roll & FREE Miso Soup

with $15 purchase or more

Sushi Special
Buy 1 get second item free

Exp. Jan. 31, 2004

2645  LINCOLN  BLVD. IN  SANTA  MONICA
(AT OCEAN PARK INSIDE THOMAS’ COFFEE SHOP)

(310) 452-2265

Where the “locals”meet and the “fun loving”tourists always return!

1615 Ocean Front, Santa Monica (310) 393-2666
At Santa Monica Beach in front of the historic merry-go round, just

below & southeast of the pier. This location has been here since 1902

SUN • FUN • GREAT FOOD
BEER • WINE • MUSIC

SPORTS TV • 2 OUTDOOR PATIOS
SMOKING ALLOWED

REASONABLE PRICES! CHILDREN WELCOME!

“WORLD FAMOUS”
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Employment
$3 - 5K per week income poten-
tial work from home, NOT MLM.
(800)570-3782 Ext. 4020.

Administrative
Assistant

The Santa Monica Pier Restoration
Corporation seeks outgoing, motivated
individual to assist Executive Director
and staff. Must have excellent clerical
and interpersonal skills and knowledge
of most MSOffice programs. Visit santa-
monicapier.org for complete position
description.

Send resume with cover letter to:
SMPRC, Attn: Admin. Asst. Position

200 Santa Monica Pier, Suite A, 
Santa Monica, CA 90401  

Fax: 310-656-1698

BEAUTY STYLIST’S for new 
Fantastic Sams Salon in Santa 
Monica. Guarantee 9/hr and up.
(310)890-1222

CASHIERS AND Hourly Super-
visor. FT/PT Must be reliable, 
excellent customer svc skills & 
available weekends. Experi-
ence with Low Carbohydrate di-
ets a plus! Apply in person.Pure 
Foods 1820 Wilshire Blvd, SM.
EOE.

FIGURE MODEL wanted. Fit fe-
male model wanted for figure 
drawing by artist. No experi-
ence necessary. Call (818)501-
0266

FILE CLERK needed for busy 
SM physical therapy office. Will 
be required to maintain medical 
records and file. M-F, 10-7pm.
Will be trained as a back-up re-
ceptionist, detail oriented a 
must, self starter and works well 
alone. Fax resume to (310)656-
8606. Email 
:foresterpt@aol.com

IMMEDIATE OPENING for full 
or part time Retail Sales Per-
son. Apply in person Mon-Sat 
10am-6pm. Wilshire West Fine 
Paper, 3023 Wilshire Blvd San-
ta Monica.

ONSITE CLEANROOM clean-
ing manager full time position 
(3pm-12am), salary based on 
experience, medical benefits & 
401k, must have own transpor-
tation. (888)263-9886.

THE “GREAT American Pitchf-
est” will be held on Saturday, 
January 31st. at the Los An-
geles Convention Center . This 
will be the largest pitchfest ever 
held, and is for writers, produc-
ers, and directors for film and 
television of all genres and for-
mats. Attend training sessions 
with more than 10 “A-list”
speakers, celebrate at our 
“Sweet Taste of Success”
champagne and dessert buffet 
gala, and meet one-on-one with 
the power people of Hollywood 
who can help turn your movie 
and show ideas into reality. One 
“decision maker’ for every six 
participants. $150 until Decem-

Employment

ber 31 ($200 after). Only the 
most credible companies in Hol-
lywood invited. Visit website at 
www.pitchfest.com<  
http://www.pitchfest.com/> for 
full list & more information, or 
call 1-877-255-2528.

For Sale

ALL STORE fixtures for sale.
Bel Mondo going out of biz, 
1413 Montana Ave. (310)394-
7272.

Furniture
COFFEE TABLE w/2 end ta-
bles, oak and a 19” TV. Selling 
all for $250.00 (310)393-2164

Vehicles for sale

1230 Santa Monica Blvd.
310-451-1588

’02 Ford Explorer Sport
V6, Automatic PW P/L tilt,

CD, Alloys! (ID#54518
STK#P5068) $13,995

’95 Ford Escort
Auto, A/C P/windows,

(ID#213592 - STK#P4698)
$3,995

’98 Chev Cavalier
4DR, Automatic, A/C, CD

(ID#807680) $3,995

’02 Chev Tahoe L/S
Dual A/C, CD, Dual P/seats,

third seat, alloys, much more!
(ID#193678) $24,895

’01 Ford Expedition
4x4, Dual A/C, Loaded

(LIC#40BR776 - ID#B59858)
$19,995

’02 Ford Explorer XLT
V6, Leather, Rear A/C, Third

seat (LIC#4TRX317 -
ID#A61068) $18,995

OF SANTA MONICA

PLUS TAX, LICENSE & DOCUMENT 
FEE ON ALL VEHICLES

1995 HONDA Civic LX 4 door, 
gray, 96K, great condition 
$3900 obo call (310)944-9292.

Vehicles for sale

’01 DODGE 
DURANGO R/T 

VIN 544097 Loaded, Leather
only 31K, 1owner $19995

94 JAGUAR XJ6 
VIN 687617 Pristine cond.
6 disc changer wire wheels

$10995

95 MERCEDES 
BENZ S-320

VIN 280961 six disc changer
Black beauty $19995

97 BMW 328i
convertible VIN T98113 Super

clean low miles $19995

98 DODGE RAM2500 
PickupVIN 234380 Camper

shell chrome wheels 
reduced $9500

’03 DODGE VIPER
VIN 500992  Rare red car w/

black top 43 mls $92500

94  FORD BRONCO
Eddie Bauer 4x4 

VIN B55118 Immaculate
Leather Loaded $9995

Claude Short
Auto Sales Dealer

2501 Lincoln Blvd.
in Venice

(310) 395-3712

FOR
SALE 
“Classic” 1982 
Jeep Wagoneer

Solid Vehicle, Very Reliable,
Custom Seats, CD sounds,

Surf Racks, lots of love 
in this Truck.

$2500 FIRM.

(310) 699-7835

Vehicles for sale

1100 Santa Monica Blvd

(310) 319-1661
LAcarGUY.com

LEXUS/VOLKSWAGEN
OF SANTA MONICA

PRE-OWNED CENTER

2003 INFINITI G35
COUPE 2D

V6, Automatic, Leather,
Moon Roof (206812)

2002 LEXUS IS 300
SPORT CROSS

4D, Hatchback, Moon, Rear
Spoiler, Lthr (042025)

2003 VW BEETLE
GL Turbo Hatchback, 2D,

Automatic (424228)

2001 VW JETTA GLS
4D Sedan, Automatic, Alloys,

Moom Roof (173214)

1999 LEXUS ES 300 
4D Sedan, 4-SD, Alloys
Moon Roof (163767)

1999 LEXUS LX 470
4D Sport Utility, Automatic,

Leather, Moon (075956)

Vehicles for sale

HURRY TO: 
832 Santa Monica Blvd.

800-944-4157
LAcarGUY.com

YEAR END BLOW OUTS!

’02 FORD FOCUS
4-door, ZTS

(2W176696) $8,990

’03 ECLIPSE GTS
LOADED, Blk, 8K miles

(3E083774) $19,995

’01 NISSAN GXE
AT, AC, PW, CD & MORE

(16437681) $8,995

’02 PT CRUISER LTD
Moon Roof, Leather
(2T246299) $15,990

’03 COROLLA LE
Power windows and locks

(3Z111168) $13,995

’02 FORD TAURUS SES
PST, AW

(2A142548) $9,995

’01 FORD WINDSTAR
Super Clean - Loaded 
(1BB37955) $9,850

AD EXPIRES 1/5/04
All advertised prices exclude gov-
ernment fees and taxes, any
finance charges, any dealer doc-
ument preparation charges, and
any emission testing charge.

Instruction
DRUM LESSONS in your 
home! Great w/children & be-
ginners, first lesson FREE! Call 
Tom (310)422-2699.

TUTORING, ASSISTIVE Tech-
nology disability rights advo-
cate. Except Algebra/Geometry, 
Children, adults and seniors 
w/disability. Call Karen 
(310)470-6357.

Wanted
WANTED: SANTA Monica 
Mermaid City Seal as well as 
other SM memorobilia. Cash 
PAid! (310)780-5719.

For Rent
3RD STREET PROMENADE 
Apts. Ocean views, remodeled 
units 1+1, $1500-$2000, 2+2 
$2100-$2500. 1453 3rd Street.
MOVE IN SPECIALS! 
(310)862-1000.

SANTA MONCA 1+1, lower, r/s, 
gated, carpet, pool, 
laundry,parking, elec. included, 
$950.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

Casa Loma Apartment
101 Dudley Ave. Venice
NOW LEASING!

Steps to the beach
Singles and Studios
$695.00 to $1095.00

MOVE IN SPECIAL
FIRST MONTH FREE!

(Requires S.D. & 1 yr. lease)
1-888-399-1166 NEW  STUDIO Apartments 

available. $1075-$1345. Six 
blocks to beach. Promenade 
area!  (310)656-0311                    

SANTA MONICA $1295/mo.
1232 Harvard.

Beautiful 1 bdrm, 1ba.
Prestigious location, secluded 

builiding. Features large 
closets, stove, dishwasher,

gated parking.
Owner will consider pets.

Walk to shops, restaurants & 
transportation.
(310)717-7963

WLA $1390/MO. 2 Bedrooms, 1 
bath, hardwood floors, large 
kitchen (310)391-8880.

Vehicles for sale

1401 Santa Monica Blvd.
310-394-1888
infinitiofsantamonica.com 

✯’00 BMW X5 4.4i✯
Sport Pkg! V8, Loaded, Low

Mileage! BEAUTIFUL! (H02400)

✯’02 Infiniti Q45 Navi✯
THE EXECUTIVE RIDE!
All Loaded, Low Miles

(v002529) 3 More Available

✯’03 Infiniti G35 Sedan✯
DVD Navi, Prem whis, Loaded

(v006982)

✯’01 Ford Mustang✯

CONVERTIBLE! Automatic 
2D, Leather, (8837P)

✯’02 Audi A8L✯
FULLY LOADED! Premium Whls.
Bose Premium Sound (001079)

✯’02 Honda S2000✯
4-Cyl. 2.0L VTEC, Leather,
6-Speed, Manuel (8767P)

✯’02 Lexus IS300✯
Sport Cross, LOADED! Prem
Wheels, Leather (043651)

✯’00 Volvo V70 XC AWD✯

SE Wagon
2.4L Turbo, Moon, alloys

VALUE PRICED! (v707506)

of Santa Monica

For Rent

For Rent

Now offering obituary listings.
For more details call the Daily Press.

310.458.7737 ext. 111

Pay tribute
to a

loved one.
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ENJOY LIFE ON THE 3RD STREET PROMENADE
GREAT LIVE/ WORK SPACE

Walk to the Beach ◆ Pedestrian Lifestyle ◆ Beautiful Studio Apts. from $1,100 per month

310-394-9833
*One year lease minimum term. Utilities, Stove, & Refrigerator included.

READ THROUGH THE BIBLE
Three chapters a week starting with the book of Roman

Where: Velocity Cafe 2127 Lincoln Blvd., Santa Monica
(between Ocean Park & Pico)

When: Every Tuesday starting Jan. 6, 2004

Time: 7:00 p.m to 9:00 p.m.

Sponsored By: Westside Calvary Chapel

FOR INFORMATION: 310-712-3411
WWW.WESTSIDECALVARYCHAPEL.ORG

Century West Properties
Exceptional Westside Rentals

LEASING CENTER
1437 SEVENTH STREET, SUITE 200
SANTA MONICA

Complementary Rental List  &
Leasing  Consultation
Walk-ins Welcome 10am – 6pm Daily
(310) 899-9580

For Rent

2802 Santa Monica Blvd.

310-828-7525

RENTALS  AVAILABLE
NO PETS ALLOWED

SANTA  MONICA
1323 12th St. $1150
Lower 1 bed, hardwood

floors, gated entry, 
new updates

1224 12th St. $1495
Upper 2 bed, fridge & stove,
balcony, near Wilshire Blvd

927 3rd St. $1300
Upper 1 bed, garage includ-
ed, new carpet, blinds, & tile

1230 Berkeley $1450
Lower 2 bed, hardwood

floors, dishwasher, front unit,
yard area

OFFICE  SPACE
1247 Lincoln $695

2nd floor, 3 room office,
near Wilshire, approx 450 SF

BRENTWOOD
WLA/MAR  VISTA

10900 S.M. Blvd,
West LA, $800

Lower single, new carpet,
new linoleum, near UCLA

649 Barrington,
Brentwood, $1200

Upper 1 bed, new carpet &
blinds, brand new kitchen, pool

12258 Montana,
Brentwood, $1950

Upper 2 bed, 2 bath, 
new berber carpet, gated 

entry & parking

SALES • RENTALS 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

FOR MORE LISTINGS GO TO
WWW.ROQUE-MARK.COM

ROQUE &
MARK Co.

SANTA MONICA $1250/mo. 2 
bedroom/ 1 bath. Appliances, 
no pets, parking, 1935 Clover-
field Blvd. #18 Santa Monica, 
Ca. 90404 Manager in #19.

For Rent
SANTA MONICA 1 bedroom 
condo,endunit, quiet 6Plex, 
prime location. 1 block North of 
Montana, gourmet kitchen, Vik-
ing Range, stainless steel appli-
ances, Italian tile, patio off of 
French doors, oak hardwood 
floors,1 parking space+ stor-
age, laundry, 1 year lease, no 
pets, $1900/mo. Call for ap-
pointment. (323)222-8929.

SANTA MONICA 2+2, carpet, 
laundry, new paint, blinds, park-
ing, great building, $1275.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA 3+2, new 
bath, hardwood floors, laundry, 
remodeled, gated, quiet, $2050.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA bachelor, up-
per, carpet, laundry, great deal, 
utilities included $600.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA studio, lower, 
r/s, in 4-plex, near Wilshire, 
parking, utilities included $725.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA: $1100, 
2+1,lower, patio, new paint, qui-
et building, month to month.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SM 2+2 1/2 2 car garge, direct 
acces to unit, laundry room.
Near Wilshire $2600/mo.
(310)439-2073.

WLA OCEANVIEW & Breezes.
Top of hill, private deck-yard 
large 1 bedroom, $1095-$1150.
(310)390-4610.

Houses For Rent

SANTA MONICA duplex 1+!, 
r/s, new carpet, w/d, remodeled, 
private, parking, $1100

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA guest house, 
furnished, r/s, w/d, quiet, yard, 
parking, utilities included, 
$1250.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

SANTA MONICA triplex, 1+1, 
r/s, carpet, yard, remodeled 
kitchen, utilities included, 
$1295.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

Roommates
SANTA MONICA shared apart-
ment, private room, furnished, 
fireplace laundry, month-to-
month. $500.

(310)395-7368
www.westsiderentals.com

Commercial Lease

SANTA MONICA
OFFICES

310.395.4620
$1450.00 AND UP..

• CHARMING MEDITERRANEAN STYLE
• NEAR PROMENADE - WINDOWS OPEN
• GARDEN COURTYARD BUILDING
• TELEPHONE SYSTEM INCLUDED
• NEW PAINT AND CARPET
• FURNISHED AVAILABLE
• SHORT OR LONG TERM
• PARKING INCLUDED
• 2 TO 4 ROOMS
• AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY

MDR SHARE space. New suite, 
3 space in small Law Firm. Law 
Library, Conference Room, Re-
ceptionist, Copier, DSL, Parking 
Available, 90 Freeway close.
Starting at $800. (310)553-
0756.

SM/OCEAN PARK: room avail-
able in well located Chiropractic
& Acupuncture office 3 days 
per/wk $500/mo. Jasmine 
(310)392-9596.

WILSHIRE BLVD. in Santa 
Monica from 500 sq/ft & up. Re-
tail $2.75/per sqft. Office 
$1.85/per sqft. Surrounded by 
many buildings such as St.
Johns, UCLA & Santa Monica 
Hospital. Call (310)285-0499.

Real Estate
AFFORDABLE HOUSING
Open Community Corporation 
of Santa Monica announces the 
opening of the 2004 Marketing 
List. To be considered you 
must pick up an appointment 
card at 1423 2nd St., #B  Santa 
Monica, between December 15 
and January 13. EOH 8:00am-
3:00pm  Mon-Thurs.

AGAPE ESTATES
Pride of Ownership

Homes and Units
Realtor and Developer

Call Today
310-745-4847
Buy or Sell Tomorrow

Real Estate Wanted
MOTIVATED BUYER: I buy 
houses, any area, any price, 
any condition .
Call (310)422-4933 .

Massage
BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal 
your body, mind, spirit. Thera-
peutic, Swedish, Deep-tissue.
Energy balancing. Strictly non-
sexual. Introductory specials 
from $50.00/1hr. Lynda, L.M.T.
(310)749-0621

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong 
and tender relaxing bodywork 
by mature European. Professio-
nal Lady Sonja (310)397-0433.

OCEAN THERAPY: nice relax-
ing massage Spanish & Asian 
Staff (310)899-3709.

OLIVIA FULL body massage.
Smooth, thorough, divinely re-
laxing by beautiful, mature 
woman. Professional & licensed 
$120/hr. $80/ 1/2  hr. (310)915-
5519.

REVITALIZE & Rejuvenate.
Body, Mind & Spirit with a ther-
apeutic Swedish/Deep-tissue 
massage. Laura (310)394-2923  
(310)569-0883.

STRONG & SOOTHING Swed-
ish & Deep-Tissue body work.
Only $40/70min. Non-sexual.
Paul: (310)741-1901.

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE,
Swedish, Accupressure, 
Deep-tissue, Sports Mas-
sage, Reflexology. For apt 
call Tracy at (310)435-0657.

VENUS 1 HOUR RELAXA-
TION MASSAGE. MASSAGE 
THERAPIST DAVID (MR. MA-
HYAR), FOR WOMEN ONLY.
SWEDISH- $65, FULL SERV-
ICE VALUE. (323)660-3732.
ON CALL.

Business Opps

LOCAL VENDING route 60 ma-
chines. Locations  included, all 
for $10.995. (800)509-7909.

Yard Sales
MOVING SALE 1/03/04. 8am-
5pm. 2428 Penmar Ave South.
Everything new! Everything 
must go! (310)822-7958

Fitness

Facials  • Yoga  • Pilates • Therapeutic Massage
Pregnancy & Post-pregnancy services

BRING IN A FRIEND FOR YOGA AND SHE’S FREE!

1333 Ocean Avenue in Santa Monica 

(310) 458-8190
Dr. Lisa Masterson, M.D. 

Ocean Oasis
A Medical Day Spa for Women

Fitness
TAI CHI/I-CHIUNG classes in 
Santa Monica call for info.
(626)429-6360.

Personals

MOTHER SEARCHING FOR 
DOUG HESSMAN, CANNOT 
TALK. BELIEVED TO BE IN 
STREET, WANTED HOME.
$1,000 REWARD GETTING 
HIM HOME TO MOTHER.

(310)453-4506.

Personals

NEXT EVENT:

January 5th @ 7 pm

WORLD CAFE IN SANTA MONICA
RSVP’s Required

LOG ONTO www.fastdater.com

FASTDATER.COM HAS 
REVOLUTIONIZED THE WAY

PEOPLE DATE TODAY!
Have you had it with blind dates? Then
FastDater is for you! Participants even
tell us it feels like you are on a game

show — dating finally made fun!

Commercial Lease

For Rent

SANTA MONICA $1850/mo. 2 
bedroom, 2 bath, prime loca-
tion, parking available, hard-
wood floors.(310)451-2178.

Services

WELCOME TO THE WORLD!

The Santa Monica Daily Press is now running birth announcements every Tuesday.

Call Elise DeFord at 310-458-PRESS (7737) x 101 for details.

Announce the arrival of your newest family member.
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DENTAL
EMERGENCY?

UCLA Parkside Medical

2428 SANTA MONICA BLVD., SUITE 303 • SANTA MONICA

• Evening hours + emergency services
• Root Canals, Crowns, Veneers
• 20+ years of experience
• UCLA Graduate
• Most insurances accepted
• Cosmetic Dentistry

Dr. David Taft, DDS

310-315-3676

Marketing Consultants
Attend the New 
Year Brainstorm

PPrroommoottee  yyoouurr    bbuussiinneessss  iinn  tthhee  SSaannttaa  MMoonniiccaa

Services

A/C CONSTRUCTION

COMMERCIAL
Residential Remodel

HONEST & RELIABLE

FREE ESTIMATES

310.278.5380
Fax 310.271.4790

Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

Services
A1 CONSTRUCTION, framing, 
drywall, electrical. 30 years in 
this area. Free estimate.
(310)475-0497 or (310)415-
7134.

B.C. HAULING clean-up; all 
types big truck; hydrolic liftgate 
-small truck. No Saturdays.
(310)714-1838.

BEST MOVERS
No job too small

2 MEN, $59 PER HOUR
Fully insured. We make it EZ.

Free prep. & boxes. Discount for
handicap & seniors!

Since 1975 Lic. T-163844
(323) 997-1193

Services
BOOKKEEPING SERVICES for 
small businesses and individu-
als. Quickbooks, MYOB and Mi-
crosoft Money. Reasonable 
Rates. (310)876-0363.

HARDWOOD
Floors & Molding

Laminate
$0.89/sq.ft.

Solid Oak Prefinish
3-1/4x3/4

$2.39/sq.ft.

Engineered Floor
$1.49/sq.ft.

Bamboo Floor
$2.39/sq.ft.

Unfinished Solid Wood
$0.99/sq.ft.

All Pergo, Columbia, Shaw, Bruce, Anderson &
Mohawk floors on sale. All molding & handrails &

stairs part & all prefinish & unfinished flooring sale.
BEST PRICES IN TOWN.

DISCOUNT

(800) 984-2925

HEAD SHOTS. Price includes 
shoot fee, contact sheets, nega-
tives & expenses. $250.
www.randphoto.net (310)395-
0147.

Services

GET ORGANIZED!
for filing system set-ups,

unpacking from a major move,
uncluttering closets and 
other home/office paper 

management problems, etc.

HIRE A PROFESSIONAL 
ORGANIZER!

Call Christine Cohen:
310-274-4988

Member: National Association of Professional Organizers

HOME THEATER AND MUSIC:
system design, installing and 
troubleshooting. 16 years expe-
rience with audio/video sys-
tems, satellite, cable, telephone 
and computer networks.
(310)450-6540.

PICTURE FRAMES custom 
made by professional (310)980-
2674.

Services

KIM’S CHRISTMAS TREES
Finest Quality and Service

We offer tree removal.
Call for an appointment.

(310) 828-5467
MARCO TELECOM: Phone 
jacks, installation & repair. Re-
wiring phone line, splitting busi-
ness. (310)301-1926, pager:
(310)351-7673.

NBM CONSTRUCTION
Room Additions, Remodel,

Electric, Plumbing, Carpentry
(888) 420-5866 

Lic#745354

Steve’s
DISCOUNT

PLUMBING
DRAINS • HEAT

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

(310) 439-7771 ALL PRICES NEGOTIABLE

Lic.#759420
All Work

Guaranteed
24
HOUR

15% OFF WITH THIS AD

PAINTING TOP QUALITY  A&A 
custom,Interior And Exterior .
Free Quote. Jeff Arrieta 
(310)560-9864.

Services

NOTICE TO
READERS:

California  law requires that 
contractors taking jobs that
total $500 or more (labor or 

materials) be licensed by the 
Contractors State License 

Board. State law also requires 
that contractors include their

license number on all 
advertising.You can check the 

status of your licensed 
contractor at www.cslb.ca.gov 
or 800-321-CSLB. Unlicensed 

contractors taking jobs that
total less than $500 must state

in their advertisements that 
they are not licensed by the 
Contractors State License 

Board.

TOWN & Country Builder. Ma-
sonry work, concrete, drive-
ways, brick, stone wall, patio, 
tile. State/Lic. 441191 (310)578-
7108.

When You Get Ready to Fix Up, Call Us!

NED PARKER 
CONSTRUCTION

Bonded & Insured • Lic#658-486
PAINTING • CARPENTRY • ROOFING

CONCRETE • ELECTRICAL

323.871.8869

Computer Services
COMPUTER HELP: Your office 
or home. Typing, tutorial, Micro-
soft Word, Excel, Access, inter-
net navigation, software instal-
lation. Also, notary public serv-
ices. (310)207-3366

Classified Advertising Conditions :RREEGGUULLAARR RRAATTEE: 2.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 20 per word per day. Ad must run a minimum of twelve consecutive days.
PPRREEMMIIUUMMSS: First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra. Please call for rates. TTYYPPOOSS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry,
we do not issue credit after an ad has run more than once. DDEEAADDLLIINNEESS: 4:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 4:00
p.m. PPAAYYMMEENNTT: All private party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CCOORRRREESSPPOONNDDEENNCCEE: To place your ad call our offices 9 a.m. to 5
p.m., Monday through Friday, (310)458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press, P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406 or stop in
at our office located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Ste. 202. OOTTHHEERR  RRAATTEESS:: For information about the professional services directory or classified display ads, please call
our office at (310)458-7737.

WE ARE THE 

GIG IN TOWN!

Call Mitch at the Santa Monica Daily Press 310.458.7737 ext.111

The Daily Press Hiring Guarantee:
Run an ad in the classified section of the Santa Monica Daily
Press for 4 weeks and we’ll guarantee that you’ll find the perfect
employee! Call for more details.

Classiest
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A FAMILY OF DEALERS

Drivers 
wanted.®

By The Associated Press 

■ LOS ANGELES — Rapper 50 Cent’s “Get Rich
or Die Tryin”” was the top-selling album in 2003, fol-
lowed by Norah Jones’ Grammy-winning debut, “Come
Away With Me.” 

“Get Rich or Die Tryin” sold 6.5 million units,
according to Nielsen SoundScan. The jazzy “Come
Away With Me,” which won the Grammy for album of
the year, sold more than 5 million. 

CD album sales declined 2 percent from the previous
year and overall album sales fell 3.6 percent. Overall
music unit sales were off .8 percent. 

Here were the year’s top 10 selling albums: 

1. “Get Rich or Die Tryin’,” 50 Cent 
2. “Come Away With Me,” Norah Jones 
3. “Meteora,” Linkin Park 
4. “Fallen,” Evanescence 
5. “Speakerboxxx/The Love Below,” OutKast 
6. “Dangerously in Love,” Beyonce 
7. “Chocolate Factory,” R. Kelly 
8. “Metamorphosis,” Hilary Duff 
9. “Shock’n Y’All,” Toby Keith 
10. “A Rush of Blood to the Head,” Coldplay 

■ LOS ANGELES — Screenwriter Robert Towne
has struck a deal to develop a remake of the Alfred
Hitchcock classic “The 39 Steps.” 

The Hollywood veteran, who won an Oscar for
1974’s “Chinatown” and was nominated for “The Last
Detail,” “Shampoo” and “Greystoke: The Legend of
Tarzan, Lord of the Apes,” will write and direct the
thriller for Carlton International Media, Daily Variety
reported on its Web site Thursday. 

Towne has also directed films including “Personal
Best” and “Tequila Sunrise.” 

“There is only a handful of individuals in our busi-
ness with the talent, experience and insight to whom we

would entrust a project of this magnitude, and Robert
Towne is one of them,” said Stephen Davis, Carlton
America’s president and chief executive officer. 

Hitchcock’s version of the spy film was made in
1935 and starred Robert Donat, Lucie Mannheim and
Madeleine Carroll. 

■ MESA, Ariz. — A judge has ruled that the bass
player for the rock band the Meat Puppets, who has been
charged with assault, is a flight risk and a danger to oth-
ers and must remain in custody. 

U.S. Magistrate Judge Virginia Mathis also ruled
Wednesday that there’s enough evidence to try Cris
Kirkwood for a Dec. 26 confrontation at a Phoenix post
office, said Harriet Bernick, a spokeswoman for the
U.S. Attorney’s Office. 

Kirkwood is accused of hitting a federal post office
security guard in the head with a baton that the musician
took from the guard during a struggle. No trial date has
been set. 

According to court documents, the guard then shot
Kirkwood in the back. The struggle began over a dispute
about parking with another customer. 

Kirkwood has been charged with one count of assault
with a dangerous weapon at a federal facility. The 43-
year-old was released Tuesday from a Phoenix hospital
and subsequently arrested. 

Kirkwood and his brother, Curt, fronted the Meat
Puppets, who had several hit records in the 1980s and ‘90s.
They were cited as an influence for bands such as Nirvana
and earned a gold record in 1994 for “Too High to Die.” 

■ CHAMPAIGN, Ill. — Officials from a Champaign
television station said a blackout of Michael Jackson’s
recent “60 Minutes” interview was a simple case of
technical difficulties _ not a deliberate act. 

“The station received e-mails and calls claiming that
we did it on purpose, that we were trying to discredit

Michael Jackson and all of that,” said Russ Hamilton,
vice president and general manager of Champaign-
based WCIA-TV. 

The sound worked but there was no picture for part
of Sunday’s interview with Ed Bradley, during which
Jackson defended himself against allegations of child
molestation. The hour-long program was No. 1 in last
week’s Nielsen ratings. 

The glitch was caused by a problem with the station’s
recently installed transmission system, which sends the
station’s digital signal from its Seymour source to a
receiver in Springfield, Hamilton said. 

The blackout only occurred in part of the station’s view-
ing area. Hamilton said he was surprised to hear of the dif-
ficulty because he watched the program in Champaign. 

“All I can tell you is that in the broadcast business, if
it can go wrong, it will go wrong,” Hamilton said. “And
it just picks the most inopportune time to go wrong.” 

■ BRIDGEWATER, Conn. — Sixteen-year-old
Tony Wimperis has joined the ranks of famous actors,
singers and athletes who have donned a signature milk
mustache. 

A “Got Milk?” ad featuring the Bridgewater skate-
boarder hit the newsstands in the February issue of
TransWorld Skateboarding magazine. 

Wimperis is the third boarder to be featured in a “Got
Milk?” campaign. Pros Tony Hawk and Bob Burnquist
are the other two. 

During the photo shoot, Wimperis said he got his
mustache “touched up,” about 150 times as photogra-
phers snapped pictures until they got the perfect shot. 

“They use real milk” and milk products, Wimperis
said. Being in the milk campaign is just part of the prize
Wimperis won for creating a design for the deck _ or
bottom _ of a skateboard. The contest was sponsored by
TransWorld Skateboarding. 

Wimperis’ prize also included an afternoon skating
with Burnquist in his backyard skate park. 

Top producing album awarded to rapper 50 Cent


