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BY DENNIS LIN
Special to the Daily Press

SMC As Alex Ceachir reflects on the
past several months, he’s finding it dif-
ficult to vocalize a powerful sense of
gratitude.

“I’m so nervous right now,” he con-
fesses with a modest smile in his first
interview with a journalist. “I just don’t
have words to express. I like my coach-
es, my family because they support me,
they help me. And that’s great … it’s
hard to explain.”

Dressed all in white — shorts and a
T-shirt — Ceachir, 20, is sitting on a
bench overlooking Corsair Field on the
campus of Santa Monica College. It’s
just before 5 p.m. on a chilly Tuesday
night, and our conversation is coming
to a temporary close. During the past
half hour, Ceachir (pronounced
“Chuh-KEER”) has told me how he
first played American football five years
ago, how he instantly fell in love with
the sport and how that love brought
him to leave his hometown of
Chisinau, Moldova, for Southern

California.
Soon, Ceachir returns to the locker

room. Practice starts in 10 minutes, and
the freshman offensive tackle is often
among the first to take the field.

“Coach told us we should always come
early for practice,” says Ceachir, who
speaks fluent English with a thick Eastern
European accent. “We should stay after
practice, we should be prepared.”

Several moments later, he trots back
outside in football pads, crosses the

SEE SMC PAGE 6

BY NICK TABOREK 
Daily Press Staff Writer 

DOWNTOWN New Year’s resolutions:
Everybody makes them, almost everybody
breaks them.

In an attempt to make it a little more dif-
ficult to renege this year, the Daily Press
checked in with a range of local movers and
shakers and put them on the record with
their 2011 promises. Some people, as you’ll
see, took our earnest request for public reso-
lutions more seriously than others. The fol-
lowing is a snapshot of what notable Santa
Monicans are aiming to achieve in the next
365 days, lightly edited for space and coher-
ence. It’s time to get cracking, you don’t want
to look silly when we do this again next year.

“I vow to live more vicariously through
my children in 2011. Since I’m always push-
ing for a healthier bay, I’ve avoided falling
into that trap for many years. But with two
sons at Samohi — an eco-brainiac, all-
league water polo playing senior and a fresh-
man mega-band geek — and a Lincoln sixth
grader daughter that can make anyone smile,
I’m going to spend more time reveling in
their accomplishments. But I still resolve to
stop at nothing to get Santa Monica to final-
ly ban single use plastic bags in 2011.” —
Mark Gold, President of Heal the Bay.

“Read a few books, write a couple of arti-
cles, and save some money to take my wife to
Europe in 2012.” — Scott Ferguson, Santa
Monica Fire Chief.

“Get a bike action plan adopted, push for
new and different uses of public space
(including roads) with a Cyclovia and pop-
up parks, look for ways to open new parks
(including an arboretum) and deep green
Santa Monica, work harder to make our
schools great.” — Richard McKinnon, Parks
and Recreation Commissioner.

“Pass the plastic bag ban and always earn
an ‘A’ on the Heal the Bay report card, per-
manently house many more homeless indi-
viduals, ensure the transfer of millions of

SEE RESOLUTIONS PAGE 8

Resolutions: Local
newsmakers share
their goals for 2011 

COLLEGE FOOTBALL

Foreign to football
SMC’s Ceachir takes to the sport with a passion

Brandon Wise brandonw@smdp.com
GETTING A FEEL FOR THE PLACE: Santa Monica College football player Alex Ceachir rests during a workout at Corsair Field.
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For more information on any of the events listed, log on to smdp.com and click the “Events” tab for the given day’s calendar.

HAPPY NEW YEAR FROM
THE SANTA MONICA DAILY PRESS

Saturday, Jan. 1, 2011

Day on ice
1324 Fifth St.

12 p.m. — 10 p.m.
It’s that time of year again. ICE at Santa Monica is back. Skate to your

hearts desire — or at least until the rink closes for the night — everyday
until Feb. 25. Admission and skate rental is $10. For more information, call

(310) 393-8355.

Ride the BBB to the Roses
Civic Center Parking Structure

Fourth Street
Ride the Big Blue Bus to either the Rose Parade or Rose Bowl game — or

both. BBB is also offering a package deal that includes a grandstand ticket.
For more information, call (310) 451-5444.

Sunday, Jan. 2, 2011

L.A. in pictures
Santa Monica Pier, Carousel

Daily
The Los Angeles Photography Project is a consortium of California based

artists with a continuing mission to produce photographic work in and about
the city and county of Los Angeles.  In this exhibit, all of the photographers

have used their own approaches and photographic techniques in terms of
capturing the essence of the Santa Monica Pier and surrounding areas. For

information, call (310) 458-8900.

Monday, Jan. 3, 2011

Calling active seniors
Senior Recreation Center
1450 Ocean Ave., 9 a.m.

This is a low-impact aerobic exercise program which exercises all parts of the
body from head to toe. You must be at least 50 to participate in this free

class. For more information, call (310) 458-8644.

You knit?
Fairview Branch Library

2101 Ocean Park Blvd., 5 p.m.
A knitting class for all ages. Beginners should bring No. 8 needles and simple

worsted yarn. For information, call (310) 450-0443.
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General, Cosmetic, & Implant Dentistry

MODERN, COMFORTABLE AND RELAXED ATMOSPHERE

Gentle Dentistry | Sedation Available | Digital Technology | Smile Makeover | Flexible Financing

Check our monthly promotions on our website   www.santamonicatoothdr.com

2222 SANTA MONICA BLVD, SUITE 202, SANTA MONICA, CA 90404

Ali Mogharei DDS

(310) 829-2224

Basic Cleaning, Exam

and full Mouth Xrays 
Modern facilities, gentle dentistry, sedation

$65.00
Have your kids been to the dentist?

This month: KIDS ARE FREE!
Exam, basic cleaning and full mouth xrays

Call for details.

Breakfast • Lunch  • Dinner

Come try our Curry
Chicken Salads, Waffle
Pizzas & Waffle Sliders

~ Illy gourmet coffee ~

Weekdays: 8am to 7pm
Weekends: 8am to 5pm

Closed Mondays

2408 Wilshire Boulevard | 310-453-2787
24th & Wilshire – Free Parking in back
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AMY TAXIN
Associated Press

PASADENA A photo of a 12-year-old North
Korean boy on Sam Han’s laptop computer
pulls the dying man a half-century back in
time, across continents to a place where he
once wandered alone in search of his par-
ents.

Separated from his family during the
Korean War, Han was sheltered by strangers
until an unlikely meeting set him on a
remarkable journey to the United States. He
was adopted by a Minnesota professor,
immigrated under a special bill from
Congress and years later became a success-
ful business executive.

Han, a 65-year-old cancer patient, wants
to give other overseas orphans a shot at
making a life for themselves, but there are
plenty of obstacles and so much to do.

And his time is running out.

The soft-spoken man with twinkling
eyes sleeps little. He spends most days
working to ship soy flour and rice meal
packages to North Korean orphanages and
help build a school for orphans in Tanzania.
He spends nights on the phone with advo-
cates overseas and punches out letters to
lawmakers to push for a bill to let
Americans adopt North Korean orphans.

It is a far cry from the lifestyle he
enjoyed for decades while building a multi-
million-dollar global chemical company,
consulting business and condo develop-
ment in Los Angeles. He hobnobbed with
Republican politicians and flew to Asia to
hammer out business deals.

That changed when he was diagnosed
with terminal cancer in 2002 and given just
a few years to live.

Han sold his house and car and moved
into his daughter’s three-story home, where
he started a small children’s foundation in

this Los Angeles suburb.
Today, Han undergoes expensive rounds

of stem cell therapy and clinical trials for
bone marrow cancer, but he believes it’s
more than medicine keeping him alive. The
prospect of losing everything gave him pur-
pose and a reason to live.

“Many doctors didn’t think I’d live very
long, but here I am,” he said. “The cancer
awakened me.”

It was December 1950. North Korean
troops had reached the bridge over the Han
River.

Han’s family quickly evacuated Seoul
with thousands of city dwellers. In the
chaotic exodus, the 6-year-old lost his par-
ents and sister and found himself wander-
ing door to door in a poor farm village,
begging for food.

A makeshift church erected in a tent

Visit us online at smdp.com

TAXES    •    BOOKKEEPING    •    STARTUPS    •    CORPS.    •    LLCS

SMALL BUSINESS

STARTUP?
LET ME HELP YOU SUCCEED

(310) 395-9922
SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA

1000 Wilshiree Blvd.,, Suitee 1800 Santaa Monicaa 90401

Tues-Fri: 9-6pm Sat: 8-5pm
Appointments not required.

2918 Santa Monica Blvd. Santa Monica
Call for an appointment 310.315.1098

Look Good This Holiday Season

20% OFF Haircuts
with mention of this ad

*Special Senior Discount -25% OFF before noon

Ask for Leslie or Steve

FRESH LOOK Brandon Wise brandonw@smdp.com
Volunteers help apply a coat of paint to the new location of Daniel’s Place on Santa Monica Boulevard on Thursday morning. The new location will
be a drop-in center offering support and services for young adults and their families who are experiencing their first episodes of mental illness.

JANNA HERRON
AP Real Estate Writer

NEW YORK People are starting to buy homes
again, lifting a battered industry that is brac-
ing for its worst sales year in more than a
decade.

Signed contracts to purchase homes rose
in November, the fourth increase in five
months. That should give the housing mar-
ket a boost in the first few months of the
new year because there’s usually a one- to
two-month lag between a sales contract and
a completed deal.

Economists cautioned that a major rea-
son for the jump is that people are buying
foreclosed homes, which sell at steep dis-
counts and weigh on the broader market.
Another obstacle is the sudden spike in the
30-year fixed mortgage rate, which only
weeks ago had fallen a 40-year low.

Still many economists expect sales to
gradually rise next year as the economy adds
more jobs and home prices stabilize.

“Sales appear to be picking up and we
expect better sales in the next several
months,” said Patrick Newport, a housing
economist at IHS Global Insight. “A lot of
that is because the job market is improving.”

The National Association of Realtors said
Thursday its index of sales agreements for
previously occupied homes increased 3.5
percent last month from a downwardly
revised reading in October. Contract sign-
ings were up in the West and Northeast, but
down in the South and Midwest.

A reading of 100 indicates the average
level of sales activity in 2001, when the index
started. It was above that level during the
boom years, sank during the recession and
surged temporarily when the government
offered tax incentives to spur sales. When the
credits expired in April, the index sank
again.

Completed home sales — which the
Realtors group measures in a separate report
— are expected to total about 4.8 million
units this year. That’s much lower than the 6
million units that analysts consider a healthy
pace. The last time sales were lower was 13
years ago when sales totaled 4.4 million

Rise in signed
contracts gives
housing market
a needed boost

SEE HOMES PAGE 8SEE ORPHAN PAGE 8

Korean postwar adoptee spends dying days assisting orphans
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Stop dumping on us 
Editor:

I read that City Hall is backing away from enclosing
its waste and recycling facilities and that 400 tons of
garbage a day is being shifted over to Southern
California Disposal just 150 feet directly downwind
from our back fence (“City Hall abandons trash yard
proposal,” Dec. 28, page 1)! Since the SCD dumps its
fresh garbage on a 12 foot raised platform, the entire
outdoor process now subjects us to 1,400 tons a day of
stinking toxic fumes! 

Can’t somebody stand up for us here? At the very
least SCD should enclose their transferring process for
the safety and well being of Mountain View residents.
We already live with the freeway and you know that has
been linked to autism and most likely cancer.

City Hall took public responsibility with plans to
enclose its 400-tons-a-day facility. Please force City
Hall to at least make SCD enclose what it does. 

If ever there was a time in Santa Monica’s history to
protect its residents from itself it is now! 

Randy Walburger 
Santa Monica 

Happy New Year
Editor:

I just wanted to take a moment to sincerely wish
everyone a happy, healthy, peaceful, productive, loving
and fun-filled new year.

Jerry Rubin
Santa Monica 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Send comments to editor@smdp.com Jon Coupal Send comments to editor@smdp.com

Your column here

CALIFORNIA’S EFFORTS TO BUILD A
high-speed rail system is on track (pun
intended) to become the biggest public sec-
tor “oops” project in American history.

“Oops” is a small word (technically an
interjection) that is sometimes uttered when
someone makes a mistake. You drop your
wife’s favorite serving dish? Oops. (By the
way, oops is a word you never want to hear
from the guy at the controls of a nuclear
power plant).

OPM stands for “other peoples’ money.”
It is an abbreviation used by fiscal conserva-
tives to describe why public spending gets
out of control. It is because elected officials
and bureaucrats aren’t spending their own
money (with which they would be far more
careful). Rather, they are spending OPM so
there is little motivation to be responsible
with it.

Throughout history, governments have
planned and begun construction on large
scale public projects only to later abandon
them when it becomes clear that they are not
viable. The problem, of course, with aban-
doning a project already begun — especially
in the public sector — is that it already
comes with a built-in constituency depend-
ent on its continued existence. This leads to
the common phenomenon known as
“throwing good money after bad.”

To be clear, the same phenomenon can
happen in the private sector as well, and the
same sort of “bureaucratic inertia” might
sustain continued capitalization of a project
even after doubts about its viability have
been confirmed. But the private sector has
what the public sector does not:
Accountability and a harsh influence known
as “the bottom line.” Sooner or later, a high-
level executive accountable to stockholders is
going to pull the plug on a project that has
become an albatross incapable of generating
a viable return on investment.

Even though it takes a lot longer to pull
the plug on a public project, it still happens
when it becomes painfully obvious to every-
one except those too emotionally invested to
be rational that the project just isn’t going to

work. In the early 20th century, the city of
Cincinnati built an elaborate system of tun-
nels for a subway system. Later described as
“one of the city’s biggest embarrassments”
and “one of Cincinnati’s biggest failures,” the
project was abandoned when it became clear
that it was not economically viable.

More recently, fiscal hawk Gov. Chris
Christie of New Jersey pulled the plug on a
super-expensive tunnel project under the
Hudson River notwithstanding the fact that
billions had already been spent on construc-
tion. He did so for a very simple reason: It was
too expensive and New Jersey couldn’t afford it.

The cheerleaders of California’s high-
speed rail project long ago ceased to be
rational. Study after study now reveals that
both ridership and fare revenue projections
are so far off what Californians were told
when they barely passed the bond measure
that the project, if completed, will be a mas-
sive drain on the state’s general fund in the
form of subsidies just to keep it running.
Because massive, ongoing subsidies are a
certainty, California would be better off
burning $40 billion dollars in a huge pit
rather than fund this monstrosity.

The decision to pull the plug on
California’s rail project won’t be easy. The
Authority spends a significant percentage of
its funding on public relations and lobbying.
Between the Board of the Authority, its staff,
consultants, lobbyists, the bond industry,
contractors and other assorted interests with
their noses in the trough, the inertia for con-
tinuing this project is substantial.

It will take someone in a major leadership
position to bring a dose of reality to the fate
of California’s rail project — perhaps some-
one who characterizes himself as frugal and
who is also facing a massive budget deficit.

JJOONN  CCOOUUPPAALL  is president of the Howard Jarvis
Taxpayers Association — California’s largest
grass-roots taxpayer organization dedicated to
the protection of Proposition 13 and the
advancement of taxpayers’ rights.

(Lloyd Garver is on vacation.) 

High-speed rail: Oops and OPM
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On the Beat

Q: When I was a child, my family cele-
brated the New Year at my grandfather’s
ranch. We fired guns into the air when the
clock struck midnight. Now that I’m an
adult, I do know the dangers of shooting
guns into the air and would not participate
in such dangerous activity. What are the laws
regarding shooting guns into the air? Will
the police investigate each call they receive
about such activity? 

A: It is against the law to shoot a gun into
the air for the purposes of celebrating the
New Year. While law enforcement, in part-
nership with the community, local business-
es and the media, has made an impact on
reducing indiscriminate gunfire, the prob-
lem continues to exist. The men and women
of the Santa Monica Police Department are
once again asking the community to cele-
brate the New Year safely and responsibly.
Don’t fire guns in the air. Remember what
goes up, will come down. When a bullet
comes down, it will most likely be traveling
at a velocity strong enough to cause severe
injury or death.

Many times individuals involved in cele-
brating New Year’s Eve with gunfire do not
realize the dangers posed by their actions.
Researchers report that a bullet fired into the
air can climb two miles into the air and
remain in flight for more than a minute. As
it falls, the bullet reaches a velocity of 300 to
700 feet per second. A velocity of only 200
feet per second is sufficient to penetrate the
human skull.

Celebrating the New Year with firearms is very
dangerous. The Santa Monica Police
Department will respond to all calls received
regarding gunshots being observed or heard.
Each call will be investigated to determine
whether or not someone was using a firearm to
celebrate the New Year. If we do find people
shooting their guns in the air or ground, they will
be arrested. In my experience, most of the calls
that I have responded to on New Year’s were not
gunshots. They were fireworks. Remember, fire-
works are also illegal in Santa Monica and those
observed using them can be subject to a fine.

The Santa Monica Police Department
would like everyone to have a safe and pros-
perous holiday season. Please celebrate the
New Year responsibly.

IMPORTANT THINGS TO KNOW:
■ Shooting a gun into the air anywhere

can be a felony. You can spend up to one year
in prison if you are caught.

■ If you’re arrested for shooting a gun
into the air, you will be prosecuted to the
fullest extent of the law.

■ If a stray bullet from your gun should
kill someone, you will be arrested and
charged with murder.

■ People involved in celebrating the hol-
idays by shooting their guns do not realize
the danger posed by their actions.

■ If you ever see someone fire a gun into
the air, call the police immediately.

■ Celebrate the holidays safely and
responsibly. Don’t fire guns into the air.

Q. For 2011, I would like to make neces-
sary changes in my life to be healthier and
safer. I’ve attended my Neighborhood Watch
group meetings and have often heard police
officers say “make yourself a harder target
for criminals.” Can you give me some sug-
gestions to make myself a harder target? 

A. It is great to know that people like you
are attending Neighborhood Watch meet-
ings. The Santa Monica Police Department
will continue to work diligently at reducing
crimes and keeping the city safe, but we do
need the public’s help. You can help us by
being a “hard target.” Simply put, a hard tar-
get is someone that makes a criminal put
forth a lot of effort to complete a crime.
Criminals look for easy ways (unlocked
doors, inattentive people, and unattended
items) to commit their crimes. There is no
foolproof way to prevent yourself from being
a crime victim, but here are some things you
can do to make it more difficult for a crimi-
nal to choose you or your belongings:

■ Don’t leave valuable items unattended
or in plain view in your car.

■ Know your surroundings and make
eye contact with people you encounter.

■ Try not to over-expose expensive per-
sonal items (watches, jewelry, purses) in
public especially when you’re alone.

■ Keep the volume low on mp3 players
and music devices when you exercise in pub-
lic (parks, city streets, and beach). You
should be able to hear someone approach
you when listening to your music.

■ Lock every door and window on your
car and home when you leave.

■ Don’t leave valuable items unattended
or in plain view in your car.

■ Use sturdy locks for your bike, like a U-
lock.

■ Use secondary locking devices on your
home’s windows (wood dowels work great
in window tracks).

■ Avoid parking in poorly lit areas.
■ Install motion sensor lights around

your home.
■ Get to know your neighbors (you can

watch out for each other).
■ Let your neighbors know when you’re

going to be away on vacation.
■ Don’t leave valuable items unattended

or in plain view in your car. (Are you seeing
a pattern?)

This is just a short list of some actions
you can do to make yourself a “harder tar-
get” for criminals. The list could be broken
up into sections for personal safety, vehicles,
and homes. If you would like more informa-
tion on how to make yourself a “harder tar-
get” or join a Neighborhood Watch group,
visit the Santa Monica Police Department’s
website www.santamonicapd.org and con-
tact your neighborhood resource officer or
crime prevention coordinator.

This column was prepared by NRO Mike Boyd,
Beat 8 (Pico Neighborhood). He can be reached
at (424) 200-0688 or michael.boyd@smgov.net.

Exercising gun control
on New Year’s Eve 

office (310) 458-7737

DO YOU HAVE COMMUNITY NEWS?
Submit news releases to editor@smdp.com or by fax at (310) 576-9913
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The holiday season is officially upon us,and thank
goodness for that! With a slumping economy,

ensuing global conflicts, and our own personal
dilemmas this holiday season brings with it a wanted
escape for many.But before you go adding extra
drops of rum to that eggnog make sure you are
aware of some new laws and issues that may drasti-
cally affect your driving privileges.California has
some of the toughest DUI laws in the country,and
while no one plans to get arrested for DUI this holi-
day season,here 5 helpful tips to remember if you
find yourself at the wrong end of a checkpoint:

1)) Submitt Too FSTS: When arrested for DUI many
people look for a quick and easy way out of it such
as refusing to submit the officer's tests.Well, truth be
told, this doesn't really work.Refusing to submit to
field sobriety tests (FSTS) will almost always earn a
year suspension from the DMV regardless what hap-
pens with your court case.Refusing to submit to
FSTS might weaken the State's evidence against you,
but is it worth risking an automatic one year suspen-
sion? This includes submitting a breathalyzer test at
the scene of the arrest (called a PAS test).A PAS test
might not even be admissible in the criminal case,
but if you are below a .08 it will save you a ton of
hassle…and probably earn a get out of jail free card.
Submit to testing and let a skilled lawyer take it from
there.Even if the test results appear "bad," by hiring
the right attorney there are many legal arguments
and challenges that can be made to the manner in
which the tests weand administered,your state-
ments, and the results of the tests.

2)) Requestt AA Hearing: if arrested for DUI you will
receive a temporary driver's license that is good for
30 days before your license is suspended.However,
you have the right to request an administrative hear-
ing with the DMV in order to challenge the suspen-
sion.This hearing might also yield valuable testimony
from the arresting officers that could help you later
on when fighting your case in court.Administrative
hearings are conducted either in person or tele-
phonically, are far less formal than a court
proceeding,and have a lower evidentiary
standard of proof required to sustain a
suspension.Administrative hearings
must be requested within 10 days of
arrest, so make sure to act fast if you
are arrested.A trained experienced
lawyer is also advantageous in order to
help navigate through the complexities
of the DMV.

3)) Knoww Thee Penalties: In most Los Angeles County
courtrooms a "standard" first time DUI conviction
carries with it a $390 fine,3 month alcohol program,
3 year probation,and mandatory installation of an
ignition interlock device (a new 2010 law that L.A.
County D.A.'s and C.A.'s are widely enforcing).
Typically,prosecutors will not seek jail confinement
on a 1st time conviction. In addition to the fines, the
court will add on various penalty assessments and
fees that could raise your final bill to upwards of
$1,750.Depending on the circumstances of your
case (under 21,high blood alcohol, refusal) the court
could also order you to complete community serv-
ice,caltrans work,attend AA meetings,and complete
a MADD or hospital/morgue program.A first time
DUI conviction is priorable,meaning it will be used
to enhance punishment on any subsequent DUI in a
10 year period.A second time DUI begets similar
punishment with heightened fines and a mandatory
minimum of 96 hours (4 days) in jail.Of course,all of
these penalties and punishments are subject to
change based on varying circumstances,and it
should be noted that there are additional restrictions
that the DMV can enforce on top of all the court
required punishments.

4)) Bee Politee && Courteous: No matter what crime you
are arrested for,be it for DUI or some other offense,
dealing with police officers in a calm,respectful, and
appropriate manner is always the best approach and
will reward you in the end.Officers will note your
behavior in their reports, and any belligerent out-
burst or tirade will likely be used against you as a
sign of intoxication and could also earn you addition-
al charges.Of course the opposite is also true mean-
ing if you are calm and collected it could be used as
a sign of non-impairment.Even if you didn't do any-
thing wrong always remember that you attract more
bees with honey!

5)) Don'tt Drive!: The easiest tip of all...drink to your
heart's content and enjoy the holidays,and when

you're done take a cab, ride a bus,or call a
friend...just don't drive!

JACOB GLUCKSMAN IS A CRIMINAL

DEFENSE ATTORNEY AND FORMER

PROSECUTOR IN LOS ANGELES SPE-
CIALIZING IN DUI DEFENSE AND ALL

OTHER MISDEMEANOR AND FELONY

OFFENSES.MR.GLUCKSMAN CAN BE

REACHED THROUGH LEGAL GRIND AT

(310) 452-8160.
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Attorney Richard Ruman
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track surrounding Corsair Field and runs
onto the artificial turf. Ceachir warms up by
throwing a football around with a team-
mate, making several leaping grabs that belie
his hulking frame — at 6 feet 5, 280 pounds,
he is one of the largest players on the team.

“Oh, man. My first thing was, he is big,”
says defensive tackle Brian Allen, his eyes
widening at the memory of seeing his
Moldovan teammate for the first time.

Ceachir is also the only foreign member
of the Corsairs, with more than 70 percent of
the roster coming from the greater Southern
California area. Before his arrival at SMC
near the beginning of 2009, he had been in
the United States just twice — first to see rel-
atives in Los Angeles and second to visit
SMC. He had gone most of his life in
Moldova without playing, or even knowing
how to play, football. But Ceachir did have
an athletic background; in addition to swim-
ming and playing soccer, he learned taek-
wondo from his father, a lawyer and martial
arts instructor.

Then, when he was 15, Ceachir discov-
ered football. A friend told him about the
Kishinev Barbarians, a competitive football
club started by Alexandru Malisev, a native
Moldovan who had learned the sport in the
U.S. and brought it back to Chisinau.
Intrigued, Ceachir signed on. His introduc-
tion to football, however, was crude.

“We didn’t really know how to play,”
Ceachir says, describing the Barbarians. “We
were punching each other. And we were
playing on a soccer field. There was no grass,
nothing, so we were falling down and getting
scratches.”

But the physical nature of his new activi-
ty only spurred him on. “I was watching
[football] movies,” says Ceachir, who was
particularly inspired by the 1999 film “Any
Given Sunday,” starring  Al Pacino as the
head coach of a fictional professional foot-
ball team. “I was playing a lot. Then I just
wanted something more.”

Within two years, Ceachir and his parents
were discussing the possibility of his moving
to the U.S., alone, to play football. While he
believed he had found his life passion, the
prospect of leaving home, family and friends
was intimidating. “This was a really tough
decision, the toughest of my life,” Ceachir says.

In the end, he chose SMC. Not only did
the school provide an attractive location —
Ceachir’s aunt and uncle, whom he now
stays with, live in the San Fernando Valley —
but it also offered a direct avenue for the
pursuit of a football career.

“My family and all my relatives told me
that Santa Monica is one of the best football
colleges and community colleges,” Ceachir
says. “There’s a lot of famous players who
played at Santa Monica.”

Indeed, the Corsairs have fielded some
exceptional talent in recent history — Isaac
Bruce, Chad Ochocinco and Steve Smith all
played for SMC in the ‘90s before transfer-
ring to Division I universities and becoming
stars in the National Football League.

But not everything went as planned, espe-
cially not in Ceachir’s first year at SMC. After
landing in Southern California in February
2009, he learned he would not be allowed to
play football until he passed English courses
and earned some academic credit.

Despite the disappointing beginning,
Ceachir was determined. On his first visit to
SMC, he had  talked with some of the
Corsairs’ coaches, which led to his lifting
weights with the team before the start of the
2010 season. He met several players, as well
as Steven Garcia, the Corsairs’ current assis-
tant head coach and defensive coordinator.

After gaining academic eligibility — he
settled on a business major — and working

out with the team for a summer, Ceachir was
finally ready to become an official member.
But in his first practice, it was evident he had
a lot to learn; SMC head coach Gifford
Lindheim noticed that the brand of football
Ceachir had played in Moldova had done lit-
tle for his development.

“I can only imagine what it was,” says
Lindheim, who took the Corsairs’ head
coaching position before the start of the
2009 season. “Based on what he did his first
time out here, he didn’t know a lot of foot-
ball. It was very rudimentary.”

Yet that first practice also left another
impression on Lindheim. “He [looked] like a
a natural left tackle — you know, ‘The Blind
Side,’” Lindheim says, referring to the 2009
Academy Award-winning film that tells the
story of Michael Oher, a current NFL left
tackle who did not begin playing football
until high school. Like Oher early in his
career, Ceachir’s size, strength and unrefined
but plentiful talent provided an intriguing
— and sometimes humorous — glimpse of
his potential. During a one-on-one pass rush
drill, Ceachir had lined up against a defen-
sive lineman.

“The guy gets off the line of scrimmage at
full speed and tries to race around Alex on
his way for a sack,” Lindheim says. “Alex
grabs him in a bear hug and throws him to
the ground … The other guys started laugh-
ing. He certainly was physical. But he had a
long way to go.”

Perhaps it was because he started with so
little coaching, or perhaps it was his diligent
approach, but the new kid from Moldova
quickly impressed everyone with his rapid
development. In SMC’s first game of the
2010 season — and Ceachir’s first official
game ever — he started and helped the
Corsairs to a 21-10 win against Compton
Community College. Since then, he has start-
ed every game, at either left or right tackle,
for SMC, which recently finished the season
with a 4-6 record, its best in eight years.

And as in his first practice, there were times
when Ceachir’s sheer physical ability stood
out. “He had a play where we broke a tackle,
and all of a sudden we saw his big butt run-
ning down the field,” Lindheim says. “We look
at each other, and we’re like, that guy’s going to
be a great football player. Somebody with his
size who can run that way... .”

Lindheim’s voice trails off, but he isn’t the
only one impressed. On Nov. 15, Ceachir
was named the team’s Most Improved
Offensive Player, an award determined by his
peers. “He’s matured a lot since he first came
here,” says offensive lineman Hushun Smith.

This included putting on nearly 50 pounds
of muscle and becoming a tremendous pain
to deal with — for defensive linemen.

“He just sucks you in,” says Allen, who
had to line up against Ceachir every practice.
“You try to get away from him, but it’s like,
why can’t I get away from this dude? He has
good feet. That’s probably his best [football
attribute]. He has really good feet.”

Ceachir’s growth went beyond the field as
well. Once a quiet, reticent foreign student —
he was embarrassed to speak English when
he first came to SMC — he started to hit it
off with his teammates, even learning to
make light of the inherent cultural barrier.

“He talks [trash] to us, but not to the
coaches,” offensive lineman Francisco
Aguilar jokes of Ceachir, who is affectionate-
ly called “Cheech” by his teammates. “He’ll
bust out the ‘Me no know English’ thing
whenever he messes up.”

From a football perspective, the past sev-
eral months have been eye-opening. While
Lindheim noted that Ceachir still has much
to learn in technique and consistency, he
believes Ceachir — “after a whole season,
now one of the veteran guys” — has the raw
talent and work ethic to become a Division I
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recruit next season, which would set him up
to earn a four-year scholarship. “I don’t
think I’ve ever seen anyone who’s improved
as much as Alex,” says Lindheim, whose 15-
year coaching career includes stints at West
Los Angeles College, El Camino College and
the University of Nevada.

“I’ll do my best,” Ceachir said on that
chilly Tuesday night when I first sat down
with him. “I want to be faster, stronger.” He
added that he wants to play in the NFL, a
goal he has not wavered from despite the
struggles of living in a new land.

“I knew if I would come here, I would not
go back,” he said. “If it doesn’t kill you, it is
making you stronger.”

news@smdp.com

“THE CITY WOULD BE WISE TO ADOPT
a resolution (or reconsider) for the protec-
tion of small and independent theaters
throughout the city since they have done
everything they can to zone them out of
existence in the neighborhoods. Not let-
ting the corporate AMC chain roll over
them with the elimination of the Broadway
4 on the promenade would be a good
start.”

“GREAT QUESTION AND EASY TO
answer. Stop destroying the middle class in
this town … . Start by cutting the bloated
budget by 30 percent, eliminate half of the
parking meters, cut fines in half, de-fund
all public housing, reintegrate city tax rate
of 1980, put all bums on a work program if
they collect city help, discard all preferen-
tial parking and let’s truly see what over-
development has done to Santa Monica.
But most of all let’s hope that the so-called
leadership in this town sees the New Year’s
light and understand to love Santa Monica
more than themselves and that those who
govern least, govern best.”

“CITY HALL’S RESOLUTION NEEDS TO BE
to tell the truth. Less than a month after
the election and passage of Prop. Y, the
half-cent sales tax increase, the city man-
ager was saying openly at community
meetings that he wanted the proceeds to
be placed in reserves, noting pension fund
obligations looming. Councilman O’Day
says he wants to invest Prop. Y money in
various city projects. Yet in the campaign
for Prop. y the city and its proponents
swore the money was for police, fire and
emergency services. Truth from govern-
ment should be a requirement, not a reso-
lution, but I will take what I can get.”

“WE NEED TO HAVE TERM LIMITS FOR
City Council and they should curb the exorbi-
tant salaries plus housing money on the side,
etc. that is being given to some of the posi-
tions like city manager and superintendent of
schools that are totally out of synch with
everything else in this state and nation.”

“I THINK THE CITY HALL RESOLUTION
should be to throw out that new sales tax
increase as it will be very bad for business.
I think what Santa Monica needs to do is
start enforcing traffic laws. Every day I see
people run red lights, making right turns
on red where not supposed to or left turns
long after the signal has turned, and also
to start giving tickets to these knuckle
heads on telephones and eating, constant-
ly taking people’s lives in their hands when
crossing the street.”

“THAT’S A TOUGH QUESTION. I CAN
think of so many ways in which they cater
to corporations, but never even listen to
the people. But my main peeve is how our
school children are the first to pay for City
Hall’s mistakes. Instead of having school
buses like any other city I have previously
lived in, they are the first to get raises in
bus fares. Schools have important cultural
programs closed, classrooms are over-
crowded, the number of school days
decreased, etc. So I guess my suggestion
is look to our children first and give them
the education they deserve.”

P R O U D LY  B R O U G H T  T O  Y O U  B Y

OFF ON A GOOD NOTE
As one year passes and another nears, we couldn’t help but wonder what you thought
Santa Monica’s government should reconsider as we head into 2011. 

This past week, Q-line asked:
What should be City Hall’s New Year’s resolution? 
Here are your responses:
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Prop. Y dollars to schools as promised and as
directed by voters, be grateful for my family,
my friends and my community, and visit my
mom more often.” — Richard Bloom,
Mayor.

“I am resolving in 2011 to start wearing
long pants instead of shorts. (Oops, that was
actually meant as a belated April Fools Day
joke.)” — Jerry Rubin, Activist and City
Council gadfly.

(Editor’s note: Thanks Jerry, you’re always
worth a call. And please, consider wearing
some pants.)

“In 2011, I resolve to continue to thank
every person who voted for, contributed to
and/or volunteered for Measures Y and YY,
assist in any way possible in the school
board’s extremely important selection of a
new superintendent, and thank Tim Cuneo

for his three years of steady, dedicated lead-
ership. I’ll also keep on running on San
Vicente and Ocean Avenue and in the Santa
Monica Mountains, experience stand-up
paddle-boarding in the Santa Monica Bay,
and enjoy the beach as much as possible,
spend lots of quality time with my family
and buy local!” — Shari Davis, Santa
Monica-Malibu Council of PTAs president.

“My resolution is to remember Ken
Genser and honor his legacy.” — Patricia
Hoffman, Co-chair of Santa Monicans for
Renters’ Rights.

“To continue to publish Santa Monica’s
most trusted source for news, while also
finding time to perfect my BBQ and beer-
making skills. Also, I want to be a better
communicator, reaching out to friends and
family more to build stronger bonds.” —
Kevin Herrera, Editor-in-Chief, Santa
Monica Daily Press.

nickt@smdp.com  

RESOLUTIONS
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units.
A third of the pending sales likely will be

foreclosures or short sales, where a home-
owner sells a house for less than what is
owed on it, NAR spokesman Walter Molony
said. That tracks with the average for the
year. These distressed sales go for discounts
of up to 50 percent in some of the hardest-
hit areas and will continue to weigh down
home prices.

Many economists expect home prices to
drop another 5 percent to 10 percent in the
next six months before stabilizing. Prices fell
in 20 of America’s largest cities in October,
according to the Standard & Poor’s/Case-
Shiller home price index released Tuesday.

There are several challenges facing the
housing market aside from foreclosures.
Potential buyers are worried about their jobs
or are unable to qualify for a mortgage
because lenders have tightened standards.
And now mortgage rates are on the rise,

gaining about two-thirds of a percentage
point in the last month.

This week, the average rate on 30-year
home loans rose to 4.86 percent from 4.81
percent, mortgage giant Freddie Mac said
Thursday. That’s the highest level in seven
months. It hit its lowest level in 40 years in
November at 4.17 percent.

The average rate on the 15-year loan rose
to 4.20 percent from 4.15 percent — the
highest reading in six months. It fell to 3.57
percent in November, the lowest level on
records starting in 1991.

Rates overall have been rising since
November as investors shift money out of
Treasurys and into stocks. Many expect the
tax-cut plan will fuel economic growth and
increase inflation. Yields tend to rise on fears
of inflation. Mortgage rates track the yields
on the 10-year Treasury note.

The report on contract signings from the
Realtors showed that signings jumped 18.2
percent in the West and edged up 1.8 percent
in the Northeast. The Midwest region saw a
4.2 percent drop in signings in October and
the South posted a 1.8-percent dip.

doled out powdered milk and used clothes
to evacuees. Eventually, a farmer agreed to
raise Han with his own two children. They
walked three hours every day to the nearest
schoolhouse and slept in a cramped, tiny
room.

Six years later, Han returned to Seoul to
try to go to middle school. He dreamed of
becoming a doctor to help the sick he saw
lying in the fields he crossed when his fami-
ly fled.

A church official helped him find a place
to stay in a piping hot room above a bread
oven and a job cleaning the bakery below.

That left the 12-year-old little time to
sleep — let alone study.

He needed a way out.
Han went to a local hospital, hoping to

learn about medicine. A receptionist tried to
shoo him away, but two American officials
who overheard his dogged conversation with
the receptionist asked to speak with him.

One of them was Arthur Schneider, a
forestry expert and University of Minnesota
professor in Korea to help rebuild Seoul
National University after the war. After lis-
tening to the boy for two hours, Schneider
offered to pay for his education.

Over the next four years, the two became
close. When Schneider’s contract was run-
ning out, he petitioned to adopt Han and

bring him to the United States.
Schneider had to prove Han’s parents,

missing for a decade, were no longer alive.
They learned Han’s father had died. They
tracked down his mother, who had remar-
ried, and she agreed to let her son go to
America.

Schneider then had to persuade U.S. law-
makers to let him bring the 16-year-old
across the Pacific. U.S. law did not let single
parents bring adopted children from over-
seas, and Schneider lobbied hard for an
exception.

Copies of letters sent to lawmakers by
Schneider’s friends and family touted his
character, Han’s potential as a future
American and the positive effects the pair’s
travel could have on diplomatic relations
with Korea.

In 1961, Congress passed the bill on Han’s
behalf.

Han remembers scores of reporters wait-
ed for them to arrive at the airport in New
York.

“I have been very fortunate. I have been
much loved by so many people,” Han said,
recalling his first trip to America.

Sang Man Han — dubbed Sam by his
American friends — finished high school
and went to college and graduate school for
a master’s in business administration.

He took a job in Europe with DuPont,
then started his own chemical trading com-
pany that grew into a multimillion-dollar
venture.
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LEANNE ITALIE
Associated Press

NEW YORK Dan Nainan can’t trust himself to work at his
computer without clicking on distractions, so he uses an
Internet-blocking program to shut down his Web access
twice a day.

“I’m sorry, but try as I might, I could never, ever do this
on my own,” said the New York City comedian who’s strug-
gling to finish a book. “I wish I could, but I just don’t have
the discipline.”

Nainan’s system of two, two-hour blocks is one example
of how Americans are trying to control their impulses using
technology that steps in to enforce good behavior.

With the new year days away, many tools are now avail-
able to help people stay in line, including a GPS-enabled app
that locks down texting once a car gets rolling and a program
that cuts off credit-card spending. Another device monitors
your workout and offers real-time voice feedback.

Have we entered an era in which electronics serve as
mother, cop and coach because we can’t manage our own
desires?

Yep, said Ann Mack, a trend-watcher for JWT
Intelligence, an arm of the marketing giant. She named “out-
sourcing self-control” and “de-teching” as two top trends for
the new year.

“The thing is we’re becoming more aware of these behav-
iors, and as a result, we’re trying to seek help to circumvent
some of our more base impulses,” Mack said. “We’re bom-
barded more and more with temptations on a regular basis,
and it’s getting increasingly difficult to deal with that.”

Tools to cope with temptation are everywhere.
Some car owners are voluntarily using a technology

developed for convicted drunk drivers — ignition locks
attached to in-car breathalyzers.

Shelley Snyder, marketing coordinator for Intoxalock,
said about 1.5 percent of the company’s clients are voluntary,
which includes parents imposing the setup on their young
drivers.

“I know that isn’t a lot, but it is growing at a slow, steady
pace,” she said.

One of Intoxalock’s competitors, Guardian Interlock
Systems, said its figures are slightly higher: 5 to 7 percent of
clients are drivers voluntarily installing the equipment, with
about 2 percent intended for use by teens.

Also gaining ground are clients using the system perma-
nently after they’ve completed court-ordered monitoring —
about 1 percent of Guardian’s clients in 2010, compared with
none the year before.

“We hope not to see these people again,” said David
Contreras, Guardian’s vice president of operations. “It’s the
one product I’ve been associated with where I don’t want to
sell it to you twice.”

If your drunken behavior tends to cause more remorse off
the road than on, there’s an app for that as well.

A handful — including “Don’t Dial!” and “The Bad
Decision Blocker” — will cut off your access to phone num-
bers for up to 24 hours, the former allowing you to name a
friend as gatekeeper. Another app requires the answers to
math questions before allowing you to send an e-mail, the
presumption being it’s really hard to do math while some-
how impaired.

George Distler in Orlando, Fla., developed the BlackBerry
app NOTXT n’ Drive after a teacher at his daughter’s high
school was killed when a texting motorist — an older one —
crossed a median and struck her car.

“I didn’t even realize texting and driving was such a
tremendous issue until I got into investigating it,” he said. “I
was challenged by my teenage daughters.”

Distler, who had previously developed games for the
iPhone, based the app on the notion that the safest way to
deal with your phone while driving is to remove temptation
altogether. His NOTXT runs in the background and, using
GPS, automatically restricts texting via a phone’s airplane
mode when a car reaches 10 mph. It deactivates when it
detects the car has stopped.

The app, sold in several other counties as well, hit the
BlackBerry market Sept. 3 and has been downloaded about
2,000 times.

New technology
helps Americans
control impulses



SAMANTHA CRITCHELL
AP Fashion Writer

NEW YORK The wide-leg trousers, below-the-knee dresses
and off-the-shoulder peasant tops headed our way in 2011
mark the beginning of a highly stylized trip down memory
lane through the 1970s. Could an avocado kitchen be far
behind?

Trendwatchers find many sociological parallels between
the 70s and the current climate — a time when working
women were seen as coming into their own, a period of eco-
nomic instability and a party-hard attitude. That, they said,
could bring back more than a few trends.

People are no longer looking to revolt. They want more of
a “quiet rebellion,” said Marian Salzman, president of Euro
RSCG Worldwide PR. That can be interpreted in a plaid lum-
ber jacket on a city street, men’s half-groomed mustaches and
beards, and mashups of seemingly clashing colors.

There’s heritage and nationalism flowing on the runways
with designers sticking to signature pieces, with Americans
doing more sportswear and Italians the sexy thing, for example.

“I think there’s a backlash in fashion against all the futur-
ism and athletic references we’ve seen,” said Andrea Praet,
trend director of forecasting firm StyleSight. “Minimalistic is
still important, but so is authenticity. It’s about just getting
out there and living.”

Gucci Westman, the Revlon global artistic director, really
sees power and confidence coming through, especially for
women.

“A lot of the look for next year is celebrating female power
and really showing the powerful (Helmut) Newton sort of
woman, the woman who really holds her own,” she said.
“She’s sensual, confident and incredibly accomplished, but
also beautiful and aware of herself.”

It’s nice to reflect upon the style icons of the ‘70s —
Lauren Hutton and Diane von Furstenberg, for example —
because they balance glamour and approachableness,
Westman said.

In her world of makeup, lip stain could be an “it” item
because it also straddles two worlds: It’s not fussy but it also
can’t be ignored, she said. (Don’t go back to cumbersome
‘70s skin care, though, Westman added. Sometimes advance-
ment is a good thing.)

Praet can envision the ease and old-school femininity of
gingham and floral fabrics (a la Liberty of London) translat-
ing into interiors, especially sheets, towels and a return to
wallpaper. And, in fact, she did a report for clients on the
resurgence of the avocado green color.

On the more glamorous front, Studio 54-style jewel
tones, gold accents, and sheer and satin fabrics embrace a bit
of a more conspicuous consumer, Praet observed. “People
are feeling a little more optimistic. There’s the feeling of
wanting to go out and party, and not being ashamed of that.
People are still conscientious of what they’re spending their
money on, but there’s a return to fun — it’s almost a
provocative, underlying exhibitionism.”

She pointed to the successful retrospective of performance
artist Marina Abramovic at the Museum of Modern Art in
New York, which was raw and glamorous at the same time.

Music of the day expressed a frustration particularly
among young adults that, despite fulfilling their part of the
bargain to go to college, became educated and fairly respon-
sible. Riches weren’t theirs for the taking, Salzman said.
Surely, any recent college graduate can relate.

People stuck closer to home, taking road trips and attend-
ing family reunions, Salzman said. It’s not quite the same as
today’s staycations but in line with a more insular, homey
vibe.

Palm Beach, Calif., was a favorite family trip for Revlon’s
Westman, and she’d go back there in a flash with her own
family, including husband David Neville, half of the Rag &
Bone design duo, if it weren’t so built up now.

Instead, they flee to Vermont — a place that provides the
“approachableness” they crave. “I like the feeling of a place
that’s not tapped into yet. It feels genuine, a place where peo-
ple know your name,” Westman said.
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Fashions trend toward the 1970s
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SURF CONDITIONS WATER TEMP: 61°
SWELL FORECAST
Looks smaller, around knee to waist most everywhere. 

LONG RANGE SYNOPSIS
MONDAY, THE NW SHOULD BACK OFF TO WAIST TO CHEST AROUND WEST FACING BREAKS. 

TIDE FORECAST FOR TODAY IN SANTA MONICA

EDDIE PELLS
AP National Writer

The numbers grow every year: 35 bowl
games, 70 teams — the morphing of what
was once a New Year’s Day tradition into one
that kicks off in mid-December and finishes
closer to Martin Luther King Day than Jan. 1.

And if those bowl-season stats seem
bloated, try this: Ohio State and Alabama
each spend more than $31 million a year to
run their football programs, while nine
other teams closing out the season at one of
those 35 bowl games spend $20 million plus.

The cheapest bowl-bound program? That
would be Troy, winner of the New Orleans
Bowl on the first postseason weekend, at just
a shade over $5 million. That’s nearly $23
million less than they spend an hour away at
top-ranked Auburn, where the Tigers are
playing for the national title this season.
Auburn’s opponent in the BCS game,
Oregon, spends $18 million — 16th among
the bowl-bound schools.

The statistics come from the Department
of Education, which has required universi-
ties to submit the amount they spend on
sports since 2000 as part of the Equity in
Athletics Disclosure Act. With that informa-
tion, the Equity in Athletics Data Analysis
Cutting Tool was created. And while the
database comes with disclaimers and caveats
stating that there are no hard-and-fast
guidelines as to what schools count under
the term “expenses” and “revenue,” these are
the numbers they report to the federal gov-
ernment.

After OSU ($31.7 million) and ‘Bama
($31.1 million), the rest of top five biggest
spenders include Notre Dame, Auburn and
LSU, according to the database. Most
schools’ figures were for the fiscal year that
ended June 30.

Broken down on a per-student basis, the
Irish spend the most, the database says.
Their trip to the Sun Bowl is coming at a
price of $3,531 for each of Notre Dame’s
8,351 undergraduates — an overall budget
of $29.4 million — while TCU spends
$2,822 per student to run its Rose Bowl-
bound football program.

For all the money they fork out, at least
the TCUs and LSUs of the world are going
somewhere this season. Texas, last year’s
national runner-up, spent $25.1 million and
is sitting home for New Year’s after going 5-
7.

Boise State, meanwhile, looks like a bar-
gain. The underdog Broncos stayed in con-
tention for the national title all year with a
program that spends a fraction of what the
big boys do. The tab: $6.85 million for an
average of $564 a student for a program that
ended up winning the MAACO Bowl this
year.

While football also brings in millions, the
spending on the sport has given plenty of
ammunition to critics of big-time college
sports.

“It’s a sad commentary given the general
conditions out there: 10 percent unemploy-
ment, economic stagnation,” said Tom
Palaima, the University of Texas’ representa-
tive on the Coalition on Intercollegiate
Athletics, a group that believes spending on
sports has gotten out of hand. “You look at
$1,500 per capita (at Auburn), that’s a large
outlay. I just don’t see how it can be justified
given that most of the revenues will still end

up on the sports side of the ledger.”
Indeed, the common refrain among

many successful football programs is that
they are self-sustaining. In fact, all but three
of the bowl-bound programs reported oper-
ating at even or in the black.

In most cases, that allows the football
programs — most commonly the biggest
money makers in athletic programs — to
support all the other sports, which in many
cases operate at a loss. In cases where there’s
more money left over, some of that is often
given to the university, which can use it
wherever the need is greatest.

The Texas athletic program boasts that it
sends back an average of around $1.5 mil-
lion a year to the school. Its football program
netted a whopping $68 million in the 12-
month period ending Aug. 31.

At Florida, football spent $24.4 million and
brought in $68.7 million for a net profit of
$44.2 million. The program will give $6 mil-
lion to the university in the 2010-11 fiscal year
to bring the total to $61.1 million since 1990.

“At this place, your main revenue source
is football, so you’re going to spend money
necessary to sustain a successful football
program,” Florida athletic director Jeremy
Foley said. “If we go from playing in front of
90,000 people to playing in front of 60,000
people, you’re talking about cutting sports,
scholarships, personnel, and nobody wants
to see that happen.”

But Foley said the benefits of a successful
sports program go beyond merely money.
Sports help spread the word about the
University of Florida, which has grown in
stature nationwide over the past two decades
— a timeframe that coincides with the
arrival of Steve Spurrier as coach and the rise
of a once-troubled football program. (Not
coincidentally, it’s also when the athletic pro-
gram started giving money to the school.)

"Athletics is a big window,” Foley said. “It
provides a look into the institution. If some-
one’s viewing the University of Florida and
looking at a great athletic program, it
enhances the way people view the institution
and that’s all good.”

Critics, meanwhile, respond that big-time
college football programs wouldn’t have
anywhere near the drawing power — and
would be little more than money-losing
minor-league teams — without the name
recognition and fan base the universities and
their alumni provide.

Not surprisingly, teams from the auto-
matic-bid BCS conferences spend the most
on football, with the Southeastern
Conference, which has the best TV deal,
leading the way. Six of the 10 highest overall
spenders on the list were from the SEC.

Presumably, football programs around the
country should have roughly the same list of
expenses: 85 scholarships, weight rooms and
training tables, travel budgets and coaches’
salaries. The gap between the most expensive
and least was a big one, however — more
than $25 million — and there’s no doubt you
will see a difference between the weight
rooms at Troy and those at Ohio State.

"If you need a nice weight room to attract
a top athlete, you’re going to do that, but you
need that weight room to help that athlete
get better, too,” Foley said. “If you have to
spend money to pay a coach like Urban
Meyer, you’re going to do that, too. You’ve
got to spend money to make money. It does-
n’t just happen.”

NCAA SPORTS

Bowl teams spend
big on football
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The Meaning of Lila By John Forgetta & L.A. Rose

By Jim DavisGarfield

Strange Brew

Girls and Sports By Justin Borus and Andrew Feinstein

Do what works tonight, Capricorn
ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
★★★ There is an intuitive quality that emerges
when dealing with others. Reach beyond your nor-
mal thoughts and ideas. You could be surprised by
the insights you gain. Others reveal much about
themselves. Use this information sensitively.
Tonight: Walk in someone else's shoes. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
★★★★★ A friendship that starts right now or
one in your life that gains in importance might
play a far more enormous role than you
thought possible. Be open to a partner, best
friend or loved one. This person's sharing is
heartfelt. Spend time with a loved one. Tonight:
Forget tomorrow and resolutions. Live now. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)  
★★★★★ Others continue to seek you out in an
unprecedented manner. Juggling all the atten-
tion could be exhausting. In hindsight, you will
often smile when thinking of this moment. You
gain a strong insight into a parent or loved one.
Tonight: A must appearance. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
★★★★ Somehow, you are always the centerpiece
in making parties, situations and anything else
work. You might be more involved in helping oth-
ers relax. Give up the role of chief clean-up person
from the recent holidays. Tonight: Just for you. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
★★★★ Many people seem to get your feed-
back. Make time for a key loved one or several
loved ones. Your one-on-one time means more
than you realize. Add that light, playful quality
others enjoy. Help the year start correctly.
Tonight: Still enjoying every moment. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
★★★★ What you see in others, especially a key
partner, could be most shocking or surprising. You
simply didn't understand this person in this light.
Emphasize home, family and loved ones. You don't
have to go far from your home. Tonight: Make it easy. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
★★★★★ You will continue the New Year ritu-
als, when many people won't today. You seem
to remember everyone and have time for a
conversation with them all. Your friendly ways
might have you reorganizing some plans. You
really don't care. Tonight: Where people are. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
★★★★ You might have gone overboard last
night and are continuing the theme. Your sign
is prone to extremes. Perhaps looking at this
moment in time as a phase might be helpful. If
you are single, a double opportunity could
appear on the horizon ... which person will you
get to know? Tonight: Let the good times roll. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
★★★★★ Honor your sense of what you need to
do. A close family member or roommate
reveals a very interesting side or development.
You might be surprised but also delighted.
Tonight: Whatever you want seems to work. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
★★★ You still might feel somewhat reclusive,
as if you want to hide out! No such luck.
Whether by phone, e-mail or a knock on your
door, people seek you out. You hear delightful
but unanticipated news. Still, you feel best
being quiet. Tonight: Do what works. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
★★★★★ Surround yourself with friends, and
enjoy every one of them for as long as you can.
Whether at a party or at a spontaneous happen-
ing, take advantage of the moment. Still, use care
with your finances. However, if you feel lucky, get
that lottery ticket. Tonight: With friends, of course. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
★★★ Others seek you out. You might wonder why
you didn't throw a party if you are one of the few
Pisces who did not. Others simply want to share
and need your feedback. Touch base with an older
friend or relative. Tonight: A force to be dealt with. 

This year, you could be unusually ambitious and dynam-
ic. Communication excels, as you learn far more effec-
tive ways of exchanging ideas. You also might be buying
new toys for communicating, from cell phones to cars. Just keep your budget in mind. If you are
single, you meet people with ease. Summer 2011 could be unusually romantic. If you are
attached, the two of you might take a course in how to relate more effectively. 

★★★★★Dynamic   
★★★★ Positive 
★★★ Average   

★★ So-So   
★ Difficult

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS
The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:Happy birthday

By John Deering Speed Bump By Dave Coverly

Aero Theatre
1328 Montana Ave.
(310) 260-1528

Marx Bros. Double Feature 
A Day at the Races (NR) 1hr 51min
A Night at the Opera (NR) 1hr 32min
5:00pm
Andy Marx, grandson of Groucho, will
introduce the screening.

Call theater for more information.

AMC Loews Broadway 4
1441 Third Street Promenade
(310) 458-6232

Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows -
Part 1 (PG-13) 2hrs 30min
11:10am, 10:45pm

Little Fockers (PG-13)
11:25am, 2:10pm, 4:50pm, 7:30pm,
10:15pm

How Do You Know (R) 1hr 56min
12:10pm, 3:10pm, 6:10pm, 9:10pm 

True Grit (PG-13)
10:50am, 1:30pm, 4:15pm, 7:00pm,
9:50pm

Chronicles of Narnia: The Voyage of
the Dawn Treader in Digital 3D (PG)
1hr 52min
10:40am, 1:30pm, 4:20pm, 7:10pm,
10:00pm 

AMC Santa Monica 7
1310 Third St.
(310) 451-9440

Tangled in Disney Digital 3D (PG) 1hr
40min
11:05am, 1:45pm, 4:25pm, 7:00pm,
9:35pm

Little Fockers (PG-13)
10:35am, 1:10pm, 3:50pm, 6:30pm,
9:50pm

Yogi Bear 3D (PG) 1hr 22min
10:30am, 12:45pm, 3:00pm, 5:20pm,
7:40pm, 10:00pm

Tron: Legacy in Disney Digital 3D (NR)
2hrs 07min
12:35pm, 3:45pm, 6:45pm, 9:45pm

How Do You Know (R) 1hr 56min
10:25am, 1:10pm, 4:10pm, 7:10pm,
10:10pm

True Grit (PG-13)
11:30am, 2:20pm, 5:10pm, 8:00pm,
10:45pm

Black Swan (R) 1hr 50min
11:20am, 2:05pm, 4:50pm, 7:45pm,
10:30pm

Laemmle’s Monica Fourplex
1332 Second St.
(310) 478-3836

King's Speech (R) 1 hour 58 min

1:10pm, 2:10pm, 4:00pm, 5:00pm,
7:00pm, 8:00pm, 9:50pm

Casino Jack (R) 1hr 48min
1:50pm, 4:30pm, 7:10pm, 9:50pm

Rabbit Hole (PG-13) 1hr 32min
12:45pm, 3:00pm, 5:20pm, 7:40pm,
10:00pm

AMC Criterion 6 
1313 Third Street Promenade
(310) 395-1599 

Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows -
Part 1 (PG-13) 2hrs 30min
10:15am, 1:30pm

Tron: Legacy (NR) 2hrs 07min
10:50am, 1:45pm, 4:45pm, 7:50pm,
10:45pm

Chronicles of Narnia: The Voyage of
the Dawn Treader in Digital 3D (PG)
1hr 52min
12:30pm, 3:20pm, 6:10pm, 9:00pm

Gulliver's Travels 3D (PG)
10:30am, 12:45pm, 3:05pm, 5:25pm,
7:45pm, 10:05pm

Tourist (PG-13) 1hr 43min
10:55am, 1:35pm, 4:30pm, 7:15pm,
10:00pm

Fighter (R) 1hr 54min
10:10am, 1:00pm, 3:50pm, 4:50pm,
6:40pm, 7:40pm, 9:30pm, 10:30pm

For more information, e-mail news@smdp.com

MOVIE TIMES
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■ Elderly drivers' recent lapses of
concentration, confusing the brake
pedal with the gas: A woman, age
83, accidentally plowed into Lickity
Split Yogurt in Carmichael, Calif.
(August). A man, 89, accidentally
drove into the waters off the
Dunedin (Fla.) Marina (but was res-
cued before his car sunk) (August).
A man in his 80s accidentally drove
through the front window of the
Petco store in Chico, Calif.
(August). A woman, 89, accidental-
ly backed over her husband while
pulling out of her garage in
Allentown, Pa. (April). A woman in
her 70s accidentally drove into an
optometry office in Anaheim, Calif.,
in March. A woman, 73, accidental-
ly crashed into a Pizza Hut in
Houston (March). A woman, 82,
arriving for her appointment at
Classic Hair Design in Plainfield
Township, Mich., accidentally drove
through the front window (April).
■ Autobiography of the Least
Interesting Man in America:
According to a Seattle Times fea-
ture in March (1996), Robert
Shields, 77 (since deceased), of
Dayton, Wash., was the author of
perhaps the longest personal diary
in history -- nearly 38 million
words on paper stored in 81 card-
board boxes -- covering the previ-
ous 24 years in five-minute incre-
ments. Example: July 25, 1993, 7
a.m.: "I cleaned out the tub and
scraped my feet with my finger-
nails to remove layers of dead
skin." 7:05 a.m.: "Passed a large,
firm stool, and a pint of urine. Used
5 sheets of paper." 

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
B Y C H U C K S H E P A R D

rruubbiiccuunndd  \\  RROOOO--bbiihh--kkuunndd  \\    ,,
aaddjjeeccttiivvee;;
1. Inclining to redness; ruddy;
red.

WORD UP!

Sudoku
Fill in the blank cells using numbers 1 to 9. Each number can
appear only once in each row, column, and 3x3 block. Use logic
and process of elimination to solve the puzzle. The difficulty
level ranges from ★ (easiest) to ★★★★★ (hardest).

King Features Syndicate

• Fill the grid with the set of given
numbers (1 to 12) to satisfy the
Equa demands (7 to 24) in the shad-
ed boxes. The Equa demands repre-
sent the sum of the digits that you
will insert into the empty squares.

• Each horizontal row has one Equa
demand to satisfy; each vertical col-
umn also has one demand to satis-
fy. Each empty square in the grid
dictates the math operation (addi-
tion +, subtraction -, multiplication
X, and division ÷) that must be per-
formed to meet the demands.

• You must follow the given math
operations for each square and you
must make sure all the numbers sat-
isfy the demands in the shaded
boxes when connected in adjacent
threes and calculated together from
left to right, and top to bottom.

• The numbers you insert into the
grid must satisfy the Equa demands
both horizontally and vertically.

For more games, 
go to www.arithmo.com

TM

GETTING STARTED
There are many strategies to solving
Sudoku. One way to begin is to
examine each 3x3 grid and figure
out which numbers are missing.
Then, based on the other numbers in
the row and column of each blank
cell, find which of the missing num-
bers will work. Eliminating numbers
will eventually lead you to the
answer.

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S PUZZLE

We offer full 1 Hour:
Foot Massage: $25/hr

Deep Pressure massage that includes 20 minutes

head, neck, back, arms and shoulder massage, and

40 minutes of foot massage.

European Facial: $45/hr
Steam, Deep Pore Cleansing, Exfoliation,

Massage the Face, Facial Mask, Toner and 

Lotion, Relaxing Massage of the Neck, Shoulder,

Arms, and Hands.

We Use Dermalogica Products Exclusively

Rivini Salon 
& Reflexology

Grand Opening

310-268-7888
Free Parking Available
11819 Wilshire Blvd.

Suite 209, Los Angeles CA 90025
Open 7 Days a Week, 10am to 10pm

$5OFF ANY
SERVICE

office (310) 458-7737

READ US
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EDITORIAL 
SECTIONS
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING CONDITIONS: REGULAR RATE: $5.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 20¢ per word per day. Ad must run a
minimum of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra.
Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit after an ad has run more than once.
DEADLINES: 3:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 2:30 p.m. PAYMENT: All pri-
vate party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our offices
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, (310) 458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press,
P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406 or stop in at our office located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Ste. 202. OTHER RATES: For
information about the professional services directory or classified display ads, please call our office at (310) 458-7737.

HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY  9:00am - 5:00pm     LOCATION 410 Broadway, Suite B, Santa Monica, CA 90401

(310)458-7737
CALL TODAY FOR SPECIAL MONTHLY RATES!

There is no more convincing medium than a DAILY local newspaper.
Prepay your ad today!

Classifieds
$550 per day. Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.
Call us today start and promoting your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 40,000.

YOUR AD COULD RUN TOMORROW!*

(310) 458-7737
Some restrictions may apply. 

*Please call our Classified Sales Manager to reserve your ad space. Specific ad placement not gauranteed on classified ads. Ad must meet deadline requirements. See complete conditions below.

All classified liner ads are placed on our website for FREE! Check out www.smdp.com for more info.

CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale

Furniture
Pets
Boats
Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos
Rent
Houses for Rent
Roomates
Commerical Lease

Real Estate
Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services

Computer Services
Attorney Services
Business Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness

Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals
Psychic
Obituaries
Tutoring

Prepay your ad today!

Announcements
Los Robles Hospital & Medical Center 
4th Floor Vertical Expansion Core & 

Shell(37,784 SF)

Layton Construction (Construction Man-
ager/General Contractor) and the Owner 
will be holding an informational meet-
ing for interested subcontractors and 
vendors regarding this project. 

Meeting Location, Date and Time:
Los Robles Medical Center January 11, 
2011 Classroom 1 Open House: 4:00 
p.m. 215 West Janss Road Presentation: 
4:30 p.m. Thousand Oaks, CA 91360

Prequalification packets will be distrib-
uted at the meeting. Subcontractors 
must be prequalified in order to bid on 
the project.  Prequalification informa-
tion must be returned to Layton Con-
struction by 5:00 pm PST on January 13, 
2011. Questions regarding the project 
should be directed to:

Eric Carlson 
ecarlson@laytoncompanies.com

801-568-9090

Trent Isaacson
tisaacson@laytoncompanies.com

801-568-9090

Due to limited seating capacity, Please 
limit representation from your firm to 
one individual.

Employment
Management: The Revere Group seeks 
VP – Management Consultant (Santa 
Monica) to lead the Business Intelli-
gence (BI) Management Consulting 
Practice.  Responsible for project deliv-
ery of all BI Technologies initiatives in 
the West Region. Identify, evaluate & 
deliver BI & enterprise performance 
management solutions (EPM) for clients 
to improve business efficiency and per-
formance.  Design & architect industry 
specific BI & EPM solutions within me-
dia/entertainment industry using SAP 
BW, SAP BEx, SAP SEM-BPS & SAP 
ERP/FI-SPL.  Requires Bachelor’s in 
Bus. Admin., Bus. Info. Sys. or rel. field 
in addition to 5 yrs in the position of-
fered or 5 years as Management Con-
sultant, Business Analyst or related. 
Applicant must have 5 years of progres-
sive work exp. in positions involving 
evaluation & delivery of business intel-
ligence (BI) & enterprise performance 
management solutions (EPM); design-
ing & architecting industry specific BI 
and EPM solutions within media/enter-
tainment industry.Must be certified 
technical consultant for SAP and Busi-
nessObjects BI/EPM technologies, in-
cluding SAP BW, SAP BEx, SAP SEM-BPS 
& SEP ERP/FI-SPL. Resumes to: L. San-
tone, HR, 325 N. LaSalle #325 Chicago 
IL 60654 NO CALLS

Marketing & Public Relations Coordina-
tor:
Send resume to Attention: Edward Gi-
ron, Medical Imaging Center of South-
ern California, Inc, 2811 Wilshire Blvd, 
#810, Santa Monica, CA 90403. 

Employment
REQUIREMENTS:
Bachelors Degree in Public Relations, 
English, or Journalism. 
Plus one year of experience as Designer 
or Associates Degree in Design.  
Five years experience in job offered or 
as Public Relations Officer or Writer. 
Conversant in Afrikaans and knowledge 
of South Africa needed.

DESCRIPTION OF DUTIES: Knowledge of 
South Africa to coordinate travel tours 
to the country. 
Work locally with Principal on business 
and educational projects in South Af-
rica.  
Develop marketing materials to promote 
the company.
Develop and redesign company website. 
Develop public relations strategy for the 
company.  
Organize events to build relationships 
with stakeholders

For Sale
MARKET & BISTRO

Beach View in Santa Monica
ABC B/W license

Kitchen and equipment
Low rent

Amazing Deal
$95k

(213) 453-2379

For Rent
501 N. Venice 1+1, #26 $1250/mo 
stove, fridge, carpet, utilities included, 
laundry, parking, no pets. 
(310)574-6767 www.jkwproperties.com

501 N. Venice unit 23 single, $1025/mo 
$750 off move-in stove, fridge, carpet, 
utilities included, laundry, parking, no 
pets. (310)574-6767 www.jkwproper-
ties.com

833 5TH St. SM upper unit 209 1+1 
$1795 stove, carpet, blinds, swimming 
pool, laundry, , wood/tile floors, inter-
com entry, gated parking, no pets. 
(310)393-2547 www.jkwproperties.com

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
(310)869-7901

505 Barrington Ave. #11 2+2,
Brentwood $1895

2110 Bentley Ave. #304, Penthouse 
2+2, loft $2595

928 17th St. #B. 1 Bd / 1 Bth. 
Lower. $1495

WE HAVE MORE VACANCIES ON THE 
WESTSIDE

www.howardmanagement.com
rentals@howardmanagement.com

MAR VISTA 11924 Courtleigh dr. unit 5 
stove, fridge, blinds, utilities included, 
on-site laundry, parking, no pets, 
$995/mo (310)737-7933 
jkwproperties.com

MAR VISTA 12450 Culver Blvd. gated 
parking, intercom entry, stove, fridge, 
utilities included, laundry, parking, no 
pets. $995 and up $750 off move-in 
(888)414-7778 www.jkwproperties.com 

For Rent
MAR VISTA 12610 CASWELL ave.unit 1, 
1bdrm/1ba $1075/mo. stove, fridge, 
time/carpet,floors ceiling fan blinds, 
parking, laundry, no pets. $750 off 
move-in (310)578-7512 www.jkwprop-
erties.com

MAR VISTA: 12434 CULVER Blvd.   1+1 
stove, fridge, AC, carpets blinds, laun-
dry room, intercom entry, gated parking, 
no pets.$1100/mo $750 off move-in 
(888)414-7778 www.jkwproperties.com

MAR VISTA: 12434 CULVER Blvd. unit 
6 2+2 stove, fridge, AC, carpets blinds, 
laundry room, intercom entry, gated 
parking, no pets.$1350/mo $1000 off 
move-in (888)414-7778 www.jkwprop-
erties.com

SM. ADJACENT Ocean View large 2+2, 
top of hill, private drvway/sundeck 2 
parking, $2095 (310)390-4610

Storage Space
GARAGE RENTAL for storage S.M. 
$195.00 month 1 Car garage for stor-
age, individually locked, Alley access, 
near S.M. City College (310) 490-9326

Services

Handyman

The Handy Hatts
Painting and Decorating Co.

SINCE 1967
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

SPECIALISTS IN ALL 
DAMAGE REPAIR

“EXPERT IN GREEN CONCEPTS”

Free estimates, great referrals

Call Brian @
(310) 927-5120
(310) 915-7907

LIC# 888736
“HOME SWEET HOME”

FULL SERVICE HANDYMAN
FROM A TO Z

Health/Beauty
WANTED 23 PEOPLE
TO LOSE 5-100 POUNDS!
I LOST 20 LBS. IN 5 WKS!
888-212-8014

keep it positive

thinkgreen!
Print your next project on

100% post consumer recycled stock with soy-based ink.
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