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BY MELODY HANATANI I Daily Press Staff Writer 

DOWNTOWN L.A. Public transit activists dreaming of the
completion of the Exposition Light Rail Line should be
hoping for a smoother new year after the project spent
much of 2007 jumping through a series of hurdles.

The most recent one came on Dec. 17 when officials
with the Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD)
filed a position statement that outlined safety concerns
regarding an at-grade crossing near Dorsey High School.

The position statement by the LAUSD was sent to the

California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) during
the public comment period on the review of more than
40 light rail crossing permits.

The LAUSD is the latest organization to join a grow-
ing contingent in opposition to the at-grade crossing
proposal near Dorsey High School. An organization
called Expo Communities United has been vocal in its
opposition to the at-grade Expo crossings near the school
for several years, citing safety and traffic concerns.

With more than 700,000 students, the Los Angeles
Unified School District is the largest school district in
California and the second largest in the United States.

The issue centers around a two-track at-grade crossing
on Farmdale Avenue, about 50 feet away from Dorsey High
School, a busy intersection for both vehicles and pedestri-
ans, sparking concerns of increased traffic and possible

accidents involving students and passing light rail trains.
District leaders are asking the Exposition

Construction Authority and the Metropolitan
Transportation Authority to instead consider a grade-
separated crossing.

“The frequent interaction of trains with pedestrians is
an obvious safety risk with an at-grade crossing, but this
interaction bears unique risks when the pedestrians are
students,” according to the statement filed by the law
offices of Strumwasser & Woocher LLP, which is repre-
senting the LAUSD.

The Exposition Light Rail project is split into two
phases — the first that will take the train from
Downtown Los Angeles to Culver City, and the second

Expo moves along slowly 
Planners hope 2008 will be
smoother for the light rail line

SEE EXPO PAGE 9

Brandon Wise brandonw@smdp.com
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Happy New Year!

Happy New Year!

Marx your calendar
1328 Montana Ave., 7:30 p.m.

The Aero is screening a Marx Brothers double feature
with “Duck Soup” (1933) and “Horse Feathers” (1932).

For information on tickets, call (323) 466-3456.

Ice, ice, baby
1324 Fifth St., 10 a.m. — 10 p.m.

Bring back childhood memories — or create new ones
— as you slice through the ice. Admission is $10;

including skate rental.

Wednesday, Jan. 2, 2008

Whatever floats your day off
Ellis Street and Orange Grove Boulevard, Pasadena, 9

a.m. — 4 p.m.
For those who don’t have to return to work and can’t

get enough of the Rose Parade, head on over to
Pasadena to check out the floats from the parade.

Tickets are $7. For more information, visit www.tourna-
mentofroses.com.

Meditate on it
1737 21st St., 7:30 p.m. — 10 p.m.

The Southern California Psychic Institute will teach a
workshop on meditation. Learn to release stress, stay
centered, and relax. For information, call (310) 587-

3536.

Jewish story hour
1428 17th St., 3:15 p.m. — 4 p.m.

Story time at Chabad is for children ages 3 — 7. It is
recommended that participants RSVP to this free event
to ensure there are enough materials for all children.

For questions or to RSVP, call (310) 393-7379 or e-mail
srljs@juno.com.

Cool School revisited
1611 Electric Ave., Venice, by appointment only

The “Cool School” exhibit, named for the film which
features Ferus Gallery artists, will be on display through
January 11. A portion of the proceeds from sold paint-
ings will go to the “Films for Schools” outreach pro-

gram. For more information, visit www.VeniceTrust.com.

For more information on any of the events listed, log on to smdp.com and click the “Events” tab for the given day’s calendar.
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BY ALICIA CHANG
AP Science Writer

LOS ANGELES The chance of a football
field-sized asteroid plowing into Mars
next month has been increased to 4 per-
cent, scientists said Friday after analyzing
archival data.

Though still a long shot, some
researchers are hoping for a cosmic smash.

“I think it’ll be cool,” said Don Yeomans,
who heads the Near-Earth Object Program
at NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory.
“Usually when an asteroid is headed toward
Earth, I’m not rooting for an impact.”

The space rock, known as the nonde-
script 2007 WD5, was discovered in late
November by the NASA-funded Catalina
Sky Survey in Arizona. Based on the latest
information available, scientists said last
week there was a 1-in-75 chance the aster-
oid could hit Mars on Jan. 30.

The odds were increased to 1-in-25 this
week after a Ph.D. student pored through
the archives and plotted the asteroid’s
motions before its official discovery. The
new information allowed scientists to
improve their calculations of the asteroid’s
orbit and flight path.

Scientists will continue to monitor the
asteroid to better predict the possibility of a
Martian impact. Yeomans said he expects
the odds to decrease with new observations
gathered early next year.

The likelihood of an asteroid hit usual-
ly “peaks before plummeting to zero with
additional data,” he said.

The asteroid poses no threat to Earth
and is closing in on the Red Planet at
27,900 mph.

Should a collision occur, it would likely
blast a half-mile-wide crater north of where
the rover Opportunity has been exploring
since 2004.

The impact could release energy similar
to the 1908 Tunguska object that exploded
over remote central Siberia and wiped out
60 million trees.

ON THE NET
■ Near Earth Object Program: 
neo.jpl.nasa.gov/ 

Odds are
still long
on impact

BY MELODY HANATANI
Daily Press Staff Writer 

VENICE BEACH For penguins, it’s a necessi-
ty, for humans it’s purely recreational.

About 80 people will tap into their inner
Chilly Willy today, ringing in the New Year
with a refreshing — albeit brief — dip in the
Pacific Ocean.

It’s all part of a Venice Beach New Year’s
Day tradition dating back 48 years, founded
by a local resident, Cecilia Kilger, who
organized and participated in the event until
2000, when she called it quits at 93 years old.
Kilger passed away two years later.

The so-called Penguin Club Swim has
been held in its founder’s honor since then
and is now organized by Kilger’s close
friend, Mary McGuirk of Marina del Rey.

“It’s always been a party more than a
swim because it attracted more than Venice
locals,” McGuirk said last Thursday.

Water temperature around this time of
year ranges in the mid to upper 50s. The cel-

ebration kicks off at noon starting with a
brief submersion in the water for a minority
of swimmers. That group is followed by the
masters swimmers — usually a younger
demographic — who will freestyle their way
300 yards through a route that will be deter-
mined by the lifeguard today, depending on
the weather and water conditions.

The first master swimmer usually finish-
es by the three minute mark and the first
male and female to come in are crowned the
king and queen.

McGuirk participated in the swim from
the early 1970s until 2001, when she retired
because she could no longer handle the cold
temperature.

“It took me two days to warm up,” the 78-
year-old woman joked.

The club has its roots dating back to the
late 1950s when a lifeguard on Venice Beach
noticed a group of women that frequently
swam from the Venice break water to the
Venice Pier and back again, a pack with
which Kilger swam. With the help of the life-
guard and Kilger, the swim was organized
into a club and an annual New Year’s Day
tradition, McGuirk said.

The Penguin Club Swim is among the
many organized winter swimming groups

around the country, all practicing an icy
activity that is popular in the Nordic coun-
tries where ice swimming is more than a
once-a-year occasion. The oldest known
winter bathing organization in the United
States is the Coney Island Polar Bear Club,
founded in 1903. The group of swimmers
hangs out in the Atlantic Ocean every
Sunday from October through April.

For the many swimmers that participate
in the Venice Beach tradition, the New Year’s
Day event is the perfect way to start fresh.
Some participants say the swim keeps them
from indulging in alcoholic drinks the night
before, avoiding a hangover.

Terry Ballentine has partaken in the event
for the past 10 years, a family affair that
includes his brother, nephew and a few
friends.

The Venice native usually swims out to
the buoy and then back, just to get a feel for
the water temperature.

“The air is warmer than the water so the
fact that I’m not in the water for that long
doesn’t make it hard to do it,” Ballentine said
last Friday. “It’s shocking at first but it’s fun,
as long as I have a dry towel to come up to.”

melodyh@smdp.com 

Freezing in a new year
Penguin Club to take
a dip in chilly Pacific

File photo
NICE SPEEDOS: Members of the Penguin Club run into the frigid waters of the Santa Monica Bay two years ago as part of a New Year’s tradition.
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A vote for the animals
Editor:

The hope that no living thing suffers needlessly is a
basic want for all people. I believe that. It’s not often that
we get an opportunity to easily ban the most inhumane of
practices.  Californians have such an opportunity now.  

The Human Society, Farm Sanctuary and many, many
other animal welfare and health professionals are backing
an initiative to get on the November 2008 ballot that will
prevent three of the cruelest forms of extreme confine-
ment practiced on large Californian factory farms: Veal
crates, battery cages and gestation crates. Arizona,
Florida and Oregon have already banned gestation crates,
and Arizona has also banned veal crates. The European
Union has banned all three.

Veal crates are tiny wooden crates in which male calves
are trapped for most of their short lives. The crates are
just bigger than their bodies and are so restrictive that
the calves cannot turn. They cannot even lie down com-
fortably.

Battery cages are tiny enclosures that confine approx-
imately 19 million egg-laying hens in California. The wire
cages are about the size of a sheet of paper. The hens can-
not walk, spread their wings; they can barely turn. They
are confined like this most of their lives.

Gestation crates are metal cages that confine nearly
20,000 breeding pigs in California for most of their lives.
The cage is barely wider than a pig’s body. The pigs are
unable to turn. Sores develop on many pigs from leaning
or rubbing against the bars. The cages are kept on con-
crete crippling many pigs’ feet.

The proposed measure would provide the most basic
protection to farm animals; merely allowing them to turn
around and extend their limbs.  It’s hard to imagine a more
moderate initiative.  Such forms of confinement are not
only inhumane, but archaic and unnecessary only subject-
ing the animals to stress, fear and pain.  And we can end
this with our vote!

650,000 signatures by California voters are needed to
get this initiative on the November ballot, and they are
needed by the end of February.  This may seem like a
daunting deadline, but the smallest effort made by many
caring Californians can make this happen.  Please check
out Californians for Humane Farms at
http://www.humanecalifornia.org/  to obtain petition
information. Petitions can be mailed to you directly even
if you just want to collect signatures from your friends and
family.   Let’s take advantage of this opportunity to relieve
the most needless of animal suffering.

Danette Rivera
Santa Monica

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Send comments to editor@smdp.com 

FEEL LIKE
YOUR OPINION

IS STIFLED?
IS IT DRIVING YOU CRAZY?
QUIT TALKING TO YOURSELF! 
WRITE A LETTER, AN OP-ED

OR DRAW A CARTOON.
Send Submissions to

editor@smdp.com 
or to:

410 Broadway, Suite B,
Santa Monica, 90401

David Pisarra Send comments to editor@smdp.com

What’s the Point?

ODDS OF A CHILD
PERFORMING AT CARNEGIE HALL:

1 in 73,000

ODDS OF A CHILD BEING
DIAGNOSED WITH AUTISM:
1 in 166

To learn the signs of autism, visit autismspeaks.org

TODAY IS THE DAY WHEN MANY PEOPLE
begin their New Year with a hearty effort to
change their behavior. They have made ini-
tial preparations for a new life, one free of
cigarettes, fast food, and laziness.

I once heard a speaker talk about the way
in which we deal with change. He called it
the “New Binder Theory.” It’s like when we
were kids and each year we’d get a new three
ring binder, fill it with clean lined paper, and
have one of those plastic pencil holders that
clip in. The outside  would be a clean slate of
denim, ready to be marked up, and made
our own.

It held all the promise and hope of a new
school year. The year to get straight A’s, per-
fect attendance and make varsity. Rarely did
most of us achieve our lofty goals.

Two weeks into the school year, the
malaise would set in, the binder would no
longer be quite as sparkly and fresh. The
pages inside would be filled with the scrib-
blings and babblings of a bored student, the
lofty goals having been slowly forgotten. As
they fade into the background, the binder
would lose its luster.

The pattern of furious interest in a sub-
ject, followed by a period of boredom, and
eventually a wholesale forgetting of the orig-
inal goal, is a common experience for all of
us. It is part of the human condition.

Some of us will decide that today is the
day to give up cigarettes, others are deter-
mined to lose that last 25 pounds, or that
180 pounds of useless fat called a spouse,
others are going to set themselves up finan-
cially. To achieve these lofty goals requires
consistent effort, whether it is changing the
way in which we eat, being ready to move
past the emotional barriers posed by
thoughts of a divorce, or the willpower to
change our buying habits.

The problems we face, whether personal-
ly or socially, require us to make a consistent
effort, over a significant period of time, to
achieve a new goal. In order to do that, we
must keep the goal in focus over time.

It’s not easy. I know, because last year I
decided that I was going to lose 50 pounds. I
changed my diet, my exercise routine (okay,
okay, I GOT an exercise routine!), hired a
personal trainer and took up swimming. I
gave up my favorite quick indulgence of two

fast food hamburgers and a milkshake, in
exchange I began eating vegetables and
hummus.

I turned myself in to Weight Watchers to
learn new ways of dealing with food. I
looked at why I ate the way I did, and when
I ate, or overate. I dealt with the emotional
eating, mostly.

It paid off. Over the course of three
months I lost 25 pounds, and as I began to
get some muscle definition I realized that I
liked the attention I was getting. The positive
attention kept me motivated.

But it wasn’t easy. The want of a quick fix
is a strong pull, whether it is for a cheese-
burger for me, or cutting down all the trees
on Second and Fourth streets for the city. We
like to have quick and easy solutions, based
on our grand schemes.

They don’t work.
The only way we achieve our goals is to

stick to them, daily, by keeping our focus on
the goal. For me, I’ve got another 25 pounds
to go, and thankfully, this holiday season
didn’t do too much damage, and I’m still
down most of the 25 I lost last year.

As for the city, we still have the Second
and Fourth street trees, but we also still have
some long term problems to be dealt with in
terms of sick and sickly trees, like the ones
on Pico  Those need some love. Can anyone
say water and fertilizer? 

We have graffiti problems, mostly due to
teenagers who have too much time on their
hands. We either need to keep them busy
with school activities or round them all up
and make them mow lawns.

We have goals as a city: We want to house
the homeless, we want to reduce the traffic
which causes congestion, we want better
after school programs and more of them. We
want more parks and green spaces. We want
to reduce waste and increase recycling.

All of these are goals that are worthy of a
world class city. All of them are doable. We
just have to keep our focus tight on the
goals and not get distracted with issues that
aren’t issues.

DAVID PISARRA is a business development
lawyer for the Santa Monica firm  Pisarra &
Grist. He can be reached at
dpisarra@pisarra.com.

New Year’s resolve
comes to the front
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RECYCLE NOW!
WE PAY THE BEST RATES!
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2411 Delaware Avenue • (310) 453-9677
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Gentle 
Dentistry 
with a Smile!

Sanaz Khoubnazar DMD
General & Cosmetic

Dentistry 

2915 Santa Monica Blvd.,
Suite 3
Santa Monica

p 310.829.0808
f  310.829.6778

John McGrail, C.Ht.

New Years Resolutions?
Make them stick this year!

Hypnosis Works!
(310) 235-2883

www.hypnotherapylosangeles.com

John H. Whitehead Send comments to editor@smdp.com

That Rutherford Guy

“No religious test shall ever be required as a
qualification to any office or public trust under
the United States.”

– Article VI, U.S. Constitution

Growing up in the 1960s, I saw first-hand
the religious bigotry that John F. Kennedy
encountered over his Catholic faith.

Kennedy arrived at a time when the nation
was desperate for someone young, fresh and
purposeful to steer us out of the morass of
conflict, civil unrest and economic uncertain-
ty in which the country seemed to be mired.
And yet despite Kennedy’s attempts to cam-
paign on the issues of the day, it was his
Catholicism that took center stage, at least
during the early days of his campaign.
Opponents stirred up fears among a largely
Protestant America that a Catholic in the
White House would result in the Pope run-
ning the country and compromise the consti-
tutional separation of church and state.

Hoping to allay fears about the role his
religious beliefs would play were he elected,
Kennedy agreed to address 300 clergymen
attending the Greater Houston Ministerial
Association on Sept. 12, 1960. In a speech
that riveted the nation and quelled fears,
Kennedy told his audience that he believed in
an “America where the separation of church
and state is absolute — where no Catholic
prelate would tell the president (should he be
a Catholic) how to act and no Protestant
minister would tell his parishioners for
whom to vote.”

Having called out the bigots, Kennedy’s
subsequent ascension to the White House
signaled a shift in the public’s acceptance of
Catholicism. For presidential hopeful Mitt
Romney, however, public acceptance of his
Mormon beliefs is still a long way off.

Thus, perhaps hoping to calm concerns
about his Mormon faith, Romney recently
delivered a speech to supporters entitled
“Faith in America,” in which he talked
about the importance of religious liberty
in America, invoked Kennedy’s 1960
speech and tried to allay fears that if he
were elected, the Church of Latter Day
Saints would rule.

The problem as I see it is not Romney’s
religion. Rather, it’s  that Americans are
urged to vote their religion. As George Packer
points out in the New Yorker, “Religiosity —
as opposed to religion — now completely
infects our politics. Democrats have to swear

that they believe; Republicans have to swear
that they believe literally. In 2008, Kennedy’s
brand of secularism would be torn to pieces
by pastoral commissars, fretful advisers, and
a shallow press corps.”

Despite the Constitution’s clear prohibi-
tion of a religious test for office, the race for
the White House has turned into a campaign
to get Americans to vote — or not vote — in
blocs for particular candidates based on their
religious beliefs.

However, we must never forget that no
matter what a politician says, everything a
politician does is political. Thus, there can be
no such thing as a Christian candidate for
office or a Mormon candidate. In the end,
they are all politicians.

Unfortunately, time and again, religious
individuals (particularly Christians), deter-
mined to seek out a political savior, conve-
niently forget this truth. And as history has
shown, dependence by religion upon the
state for legitimacy has not served religion —
or government – well.

Religion does have a part to play in the
national dialogue about our freedoms. The
voice of moral authority raised without
dependence upon the legitimacy of the state
will always be the highest expression of true
freedom. Such a voice denies the ultimate
authority of the government to create or
define right or wrong by its own power.

Religion also has a part to play in politics.
For those who subscribe to particular reli-
gious beliefs, those beliefs understandably
shape their perceptions of what is important
in a candidate. However, religious individu-
als should beware of trading in their
birthright for a bowl of political porridge.

Furthermore, religion should not be the
only factor. As Martin Luther King, Jr.
observed, “Religious bigotry is as immoral,
undemocratic, un-American and un-
Christian as racial bigotry.”

Character counts. So does experience and
moral values. But what we really need is an
administrator in the White House who can
actually run the country, shore up the econ-
omy and be a diplomat to the world. Most of
all, we need someone abides by his or her
oath to uphold the Constitution.

Constitutional attorney and author John W.
Whitehead is founder and president of The
Rutherford Institute. He can be contacted at
johnw@rutherford.org. 

You don’t have to
be religious to run

Addition by subtraction
Sometimes the best thing about a year

coming to an end is the chance to start
over anew. Whether it was a job you
weren’t crazy about or a significant other
that was weighing you down, there is
always something best left in the past. 

So this week’s Q-Line question asks:
What negative thing happened to you in

2007 that you would like to leave in the
past?

Call (310) 285-8106 before Friday at 5
p.m. and we’ll print your answers in the
weekend edition of the Daily Press. Please
limit responses to a minute or less.

P R O U D LY  B R O U G H T  T O  Y O U  B Y
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Call for an appointment 310.341.9611 Appointments not required.
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Store Closing Sale

TIC TIME
Santa Monica Place Mall � Santa Monica

Call 310-393-6927 � Free Parking

UP TO 50 % OFF
ALL WATCHES IN THE STORE

Hu
rry,

Ev
ery
thi

ng
wil
l be
sold!

Angie Wagner Send comments to editor@smdp.com

Tales from the crib
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WHEN I PICKED UP MY 4-YEAR-OLD
daughter from preschool the other day,
her teacher told me Addie had to be put in
time out for goofing around during song
practice.

It was the day of the Christmas pro-
gram, and the teachers wanted one last
practice before the big performance.

Rewind to the conversation I had with
Addie the night before.

“I am not singing any more of those
songs,” she told me.

Me: “But you want to be in the pro-
gram, don’t you?’

Her: “No! I hate programs!”
So I can’t say I was surprised when her

teacher told me she wasn’t participating.
She was playing with her hair, turning
around and looking bored. She lost her
recess for her noncompliance.

It was the first time she has been in
trouble at school, and the first time her
attitude, or her “Addie-tude,” as we call it,
passed into the school day from our
home, where we’ve seen some major sass.
She demands things, barks orders and can
be quite nasty.

Where has my sweet toddler gone?
Now it’s: “I told you FOUR times to get

me my juice.”
If I say something such as: “Addie, I’m

so tired of this,” she responds with “Well,
I’m tired of you.”

I tried to have a long conversation with
her about how it’s not appropriate for her
to speak to me like that and explained to
her why she can’t goof off during song
practice even if she doesn’t like the songs.

But it didn’t seem to be getting
through.

Later that day, she brought on the atti-
tude again.

She was mad because I wanted her to
get out of the car from the same door her
sister was using. She refused, then yelled:
“If you don’t open this door, I will punch
your window out.”

I left her in the car in the garage.
Eventually she caved and came inside.

But what gives? I thought I wouldn’t be
dealing with this until she was more like 12!

Gary Direnfeld, a social worker in
Canada and expert in child development,
said it’s actually quite normal for
preschoolers to cop an attitude.

“What she’s really doing is saying, ‘I’m
separate and apart from you and I’m try-
ing to learn how to assert my own will,"’
he said.

Got it.
So what should I do? My talks with her

have amounted to only more attitude.
Turns out, that may be part of the prob-
lem. Direnfeld said parents can actually

over-explain things or try to be too
understanding.

Think about getting a traffic ticket, he
said. The police officer doesn’t go on and on
about what you did. He just writes the ticket.

Direnfeld said I need to approach the
behavior at the school as a nonnegotiable
expectation. This is how we act. End of story.

“Good, well-intentioned parents can
fall into the trap of providing their chil-
dren more input than is really appropriate
for the circumstance,” he said. “And, as a
result, some kids are over-empowered.
That, in turn, develops an attitude of self-
righteousness that they may have a say in
areas where it’s just not appropriate for
them to have a say.”

So all that talk with Addie about her
behavior at school wasn’t effective.
Direnfeld said she probably didn’t get it
anyway. And, he said, explaining doesn’t
modify behavior.

And another good point about the pre-
school attitude: Direnfeld suggested my
daughter might just be mirroring me.

Ouch.
OK. I’ve said things like: “I’m tired of

you doing that” or “I told you three times
to pick up this mess.” Phrases like that are
always spewed when I’m exhausted and
just ready for the day to end.

I’m going to take the advice and try to
watch the tone of how I speak to her and
explain a little less.

And, maybe, just maybe, we will put
that attitude on hold for a few more years
and watch my sweet daughter return.

ANGIE WAGNER writes Tales From the Crib
for the Associated Press.

Too much 411
can lead to sass

IT WAS THE FIRST TIME
SHE HAS BEEN IN 

TROUBLE AT SCHOOL,
AND THE FIRST TIME HER

ATTITUDE, OR HER
“ADDIE-TUDE,” AS WE
CALL IT, PASSED INTO

THE SCHOOL DAY FROM
OUR HOME, WHERE WE’VE
SEEN SOME MAJOR SASS.
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SURF CONDITIONS WATER TEMP: 54°

SWELL FORECAST ( 1-2 FT )
New Year's Day looks smaller, waist to maybe
chest high at west facing breaks, knee to waist
at south facing spots. The Santa Ana event could
kick up winds to 20+ mph along the coast from
the ENE in many spots, especially north of SD.
Tide though doesn't look like much of an issue. 

LONG RANGE SYNOPSIS
OFFSHORE EVENT MONDAY, STRONGER TUESDAY...
SIGNIFICANT SWELLS LATE IN WEEK... 

TIDE FORECAST FOR TODAY IN SANTA MONICA

BY MARTIN GRIFFITH
Associated Press Writer

RENO, Nev. British government officials
said they see no chance that a Hindu chap-
lain from Nevada will be allowed to read the
opening prayer in the House of Commons.

In denying the request by Rajan Zed of
Reno — who in July became the first Hindu
to offer the U.S. Senate prayer — officials
noted the prayers by custom are always led
by a Church of England priest.

“That’s been the case since 1660, because
you probably understand it’s the established
church of the UK,” said Angus Sinclair, who
works in the office of the speaker of the
House of Commons. “I think it’s probably
one of those things that has been happening
for so long that it is understood.”

Any change to the prayers could only
occur after parliamentary debate and con-
sultation with Queen Elizabeth II, Sinclair
added.

Zed said he sought to represent minority
religions and denominations in Britain, and
was saddened to learn about the policy in a
letter from officials there.

“It would be better if they had more
diverse prayers because the population and
demographics are changing over there,” Zed
said. “As long as the policy is in place, there
seems to be no question of prayers by other
traditions.”

The elected House of Commons and the
largely appointed House of Lords are the
two houses of Parliament.

The government and the church are
entangled in various ways. The monarch is

the supreme governor of the church.
Bishops are effectively appointed by the
government.

Prayers are conducted in private. The
only non-members of the Commons who
attend are the chaplain and the sergeant-at-
arms.

Zed, who was born in India, said he
thinks the policy will eventually change to
reflect Britain’s diversity. He cited its grow-
ing numbers of Hindus and members of
various Christian denominations.

“I feel that there is a sense of unity in
diversity and we should celebrate it,” he
said. “Existence of different faiths was posi-
tively willed by God, as a sign of God’s
bountifulness and generosity.”

Zed made history by offering the Senate’s
morning prayer from ancient Sanskrit
scriptures, but only after police officers
removed three shouting protesters from the
visitors’ gallery. They were arrested and
charged with disrupting Congress, a misde-
meanor.

The Mississippi-based American Family
Association had urged its members to
object to the prayer because Zed would be
“seeking the invocation of a non-monothe-
istic god.”

Also in 2007, Zed became the first Hindu
to recite prayers in the California State
Senate and both houses of the Nevada
Legislature. He also is scheduled to read the
first Hindu prayers in the state senates of
Colorado and New Mexico in late January.

Hinduism is the world’s third largest reli-
gion, behind Christianity and Islam.

Hindu priest
can’t perform

BY JUDITH KOHLER
Associated Press Writer

DENVER The emus, turkeys, pigs, horses, pea-
cocks and other animals that live at the
Creative Acres sanctuary will get to stay home
for the holidays — and longer.

Maxine Mager, who runs the 44-acre free-
roam shelter about 40 miles northeast of
Denver, got a loan to keep her 300 or so
charges from being uprooted. They had faced
moving because the property was in foreclo-
sure.

Mager, who founded the shelter about 20
years ago, learned earlier this year that she had
to raise more than $350,000.

Mager said donations she received from
across the country when her plight was publi-
cized will help her cover the down payment,
and the loan is set to close Jan. 9.

“They’re going to be able to stay there,” said
John Carver, a Denver attorney representing
Mager. He said the lender isn’t requiring any
personal guarantors on the loan.

Mager’s one-woman operation has faced
uncertainty before. Five years ago, she had to
scramble to find a place for her menagerie
after losing a court fight over the lease on her
original sanctuary site near Brighton. A
$480,000 judgment against her from the dis-
pute over the land prevented her from refi-

nancing her property.
A blizzard and heavy snows that walloped

eastern Colorado last December and January
kept Mager from doing her normal fundrais-
ing and outreach. She worked days and nights
shoveling out the animals, getting food to
them and repairing storm-battered fences,
doors and equipment.

Mager is digging out again after last week’s
snows. “One thing I worry about is making it
through the winter,” she said.

Volunteers help her cope. A woman who
has a big truck hauls feed and hay for her.
Mager’s pickup was repossessed.

Many of Mager’s animals were abandoned
or left behind when people died. Some were
abused or dumped when they became trou-
blesome, including a sheep considered too
aggressive. Mager figured out the sheep ran
into people because it was blind.

Sheriff ’s deputies brought her an emu
found wandering around Barr Lake State
Park. The bird, named Barr, managed to get
around despite missing part of one foot, but it
suffered leg problems during last year’s bliz-
zards.

Mager is working with Centennial veteri-
narian Jerry LaBonde to fit Barr with a
prosthetic. LaBonde did similar work in the
past when ostrich and emu ranching was
popular.

Colorado animal shelter
gets loan, survives crisis



Santa Monicans hope that
this year’s resolutions stick

BY KEVIN HERRERA I Editor in Chief 

DOWNTOWN Sandra Moore doesn’t consider herself a
failure, but whenever she takes a drag on her cigarette, she
does feel a tinge of guilt for not following through with
her plan to stop smoking.

She made the promise to herself nearly a year ago while
dancing and drinking with friends at a Santa Monica bar
during their New Year’s Eve celebration, just after she fin-
ished singing “Auld Lang Syne.” Like millions of
Americans, Moore felt compelled that night to make a res-
olution to kick the habit. And just like those millions, she
quickly gave in to temptation and started puffing away.

“It was really hard,” Moore said as she walked down
Broadway on her way to the Third Street Promenade in
the days before New Year’s. “I was really determined. I
started to notice that smoking was affecting my health
and was getting to be really expensive, so I made a con-
scious effort to give it up.

“Then it was kind of like reality set in and it became a
lot harder than I thought it would,” Moore, 32, added.
“Once I bought that first pack, I just became easier and
easier to let my resolution die.”

Quitting smoking is one of the most popular New
Year’s resolutions a person makes, right along with tam-
ing the bulge, cutting down credit card debt and spending
more time with family and friends. It is also one of the
most difficult to realize.

Most resolutions are for that matter, breeding cynicism
about the tradition many follow, which is to promise to
make some positive change in one’s life at the start of a
new year.

“I don’t believe in it,” said Bryan Burciaga, a local resi-
dent. “I think it’s ridiculous to make these grand state-
ments about changing your life just because it’s a new
year. Why not change your life for the better when you
notice yourself getting out of control? And then to do it
on a night when you probably aren’t thinking clearly. It
just seems like a big joke to me, kind of like something to
do because it’s tradition. It’s lost its meaning.”

Burciaga has a point. Studies have shown that 50 percent
of people give up on their resolutions by March and fall
back into old habits. For some, failing to follow through
can become a burden, pushing them further into depres-
sion or apathy, said professional life coach Marie Elena
Rigo, president of MEI Life Designs in Santa Monica.

“Making resolutions does come with a lot of pressure
for people,” Rigo said. “It should be a process that you
work on throughout the year, with very specific goals that
are attainable. Many times people set goals that are unre-
alistic and when they don’t achieve them, they end up
judging themselves harshly and that can be even worse.”

Instead of making resolutions, Rigo recommends mak-
ing intentions that are broken up into manageable
chunks. It is also important to have a plan on how to
achieve certain goals. It is one thing to say you would like
to spend more time with family, but how will you achieve
that goal?

“Once you have a plan in place, it is important to realize
that failure will be a part of that plan, but that doesn’t mean
you give up,” said life coach Allison Schwartz, the author of
“True Vision,” an e-book that teaches how to use visualiza-
tion, an effective tool that athletes often use to succeed.

“You are going to have challenges along the way,”
Schwartz said. “Everything is not going to go perfectly.
You are human. The important thing is to just get back on
track. A lot of people give up because they make a mis-
take, but that’s part of it.”

There are clear ways to succeed, and they include getting
friends and family members involved, setting achievable
goals and rewarding yourself along the way, Schwartz said.

Resolution maker Haley Cummings is committed to
paying of her credit card bills and getting back into shape
after a long layoff because of the holidays. She says she’s
prepared and willing to make the commitment to saving

money, which means going out less on the weekends and
eating more at home.

“Both kind of go together,” Cummings, 26, said of her
resolutions. “By not going out as much, I can save money
and have more time to go to the gym. I’ll also be eating a

lot more at home so that will save money and help me stay
on my diet. For me, having them sort of relate to one
another, I think, will help me in the long run because I
will be getting double the benefit.”

And if she doesn’t succeed, there’s always next year.

kevinh@smdp.com

On the right foot
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Brandon Wise brandonw@smdp.com
FRESH STARTS: (Left) Santa Monica locals run up and down the very popular stairs at the end of Fourth Street. Many people decide
to start working out more for their New Year’s resolutions. (Right) Others hope to curb their spending by shopping less.

I T  I S  I M P O R T A N T  T O  R E A L I Z E
T H A T  F A I L U R E  W I L L  B E  A

P A R T  O F  T H A T  P L A N ,

BUT THAT DOESN’T
MEAN YOU GIVE UP.”

Allison Schwartz, Life coach and the author of the e-book, “True Vision” 

Visit us online at smdp.com

Do you have business briefs?
Submit news releases to: editor@smdp.com or fax (310) 576-9913
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PUBLIC DISPOSAL SITE IN SANTA MONICA
Southern California Transfer Company

Attention
Contractors and Construction Sites:

We are a close and convenient Santa MMonica ppermitted and authorized mixed C&D transfer station.

Approved C&D Recycler  * Roll off service available

DELAWARE AVE.

24
TH

MICHIGAN

C
LO

VE
R

FI
EL

D

FR
A

N
K

10 WEST

one that will complete the trip to Santa Monica. The sec-
ond phase is still under review while the first phase is
undergoing construction.

Most of the grade crossings have been resolved and
the Exposition Construction Authority board is explor-
ing a range of alternative crossings near Dorsey High
School, according to Pam O’Connor, the chair of the
MTA board.

“The bottom line is the Construction Authority and
board are looking at a range of alternatives and certainly
LAUSD has some input, it’s good for them to be there in
a more formal manner to figure out what are the various
options,” O’Connor said on Sunday.

O’Connor estimates the Exposition Construction
Authority board will have an idea of what direction to
head in with the crossing affecting Dorsey High School
sometime this month or next.

While Expo Communities United has fought the pro-
posed crossing near Dorsey for a few years, LAUSD offi-
cials were reluctant to participate until recently, accord-
ing to Mark Jolles, one of the leaders with the organiza-

tion and a substitute teacher who lives near the school.
Calls to Board of Education member Marguerite

Poindexter LaMotte’s office — whose district includes
Dorsey — last week were not returned as the office is
closed for the holiday break. Zahirah Washington, an
attorney with Strumwasser & Woocher, also did not
return a request seeking comment.

Jolles believes the grade-separated crossing would
make more sense both on a safety and a financial level,
since the train would be able to travel faster if above or
below ground, attracting more riders.

“The whole purpose is to improve mobility, to get
people where they want to get faster,” Jolles said last
Friday. “When you slow down the train, it doesn’t attract
ridership and loses revenues and there’s no benefit to it.”

Darrell Clarke, the co-chair of Friends 4 Expo Transit,
expects that the Exposition Construction Authority will be
able to negotiate a compromise with the school district.

Clarke, an Expo advocate for years, noted that there is
a high school being constructed in East Los Angeles near
the Gold Line and “nobody seemed to be concerned
about that.”

“Trains are very predictable,” he said last Friday. “They
go along the track, their speed is limited, they have cross-
ing warning devices.”

Groundbreaking for the Expo project kicked off in
early August, but funding became a question when state
legislators deadlocked on the budget, tying up Expo
funding. The political battle ended in late August, about
51 days after the start of the fiscal year, and in September,
the California Transportation Commission allocated
$314 million to Expo.

melodyh@smdp.com 

LAUSD fights Expo crossings
FROM EXPO PAGE 1

BY THOMAS WATKINS
Associated Press Writer

LOS ANGELES In a murderous quest aimed
at “cleansing” their turf of snitches and rival
gangsters, members of one of Los Angeles
County’s most vicious Latino gangs some-
times killed people just because of their race,
an investigation found.

There were even instances in which
Florencia 13 leaders ordered killings of black
gangsters and then, when the intended vic-
tim couldn’t be located, said “Well, shoot any
black you see,” Los Angeles County Sheriff
Lee Baca said.

“In certain cases some murders were just
purely motivated on killing a black person,”
Baca said.

Authorities say there were 20 murders
among more than 80 shootings documented
during the gang’s rampage in the hardscrab-
ble Florence-Firestone neighborhood,
exceptional even in an area where gang vio-
lence has been commonplace for decades.
They don’t specify the time frame or how
many of the killings were racial.

Los Angeles has struggled with gang vio-
lence for years, especially during the wars in
the late 1980s and early ‘90s between the
Crips and the Bloods — both black gangs.

Latino gangs have gained influence since
then as the Hispanic population surged.

Evidence of Florencia 13, or F13, is easy
to find in Florence-Firestone. Arrows spray-
painted on the wall of a liquor store mark

the gang’s boundary and graffiti warns rivals
to steer clear.

The gang’s name comes from the neigh-
borhood that is its stronghold and the 13th
letter of the alphabet — M — representing
the gang’s ties to the Mexican Mafia.

Federal, state and local officials worked
together to charge 102 men linked to F13
with racketeering, conspiracy to murder,
weapons possession, drug dealing and other
crimes. In terms of people charged, it’s the
largest-ever federal case involving a
Southern California gang, prosecutors say.
More than 80 of those indicted are in cus-
tody.

But eliminating the gang won’t be easy.
It’s survived for decades and is believed to
have about 2,000 members. Its reach extends
to Nevada, Arizona and into prisons, where
prosecutors say incarcerated gang leaders

were able to order hits on black gangsters.
According to the indictment, F13’s leader,

Arturo Castellanos, sent word in 2004 from
California’s fortress-like Pelican Bay State
Prison that he wanted his street soldiers to
begin “cleansing” Florence-Firestone of
black gangsters, notably the East Coast
Crips, and snitches.

His followers eagerly obeyed, according
to federal prosecutors.

In one case, F13 members came across a
black man at a bus stop, shouted “Cheese
toast!” and fired. “Cheese toast” is a deroga-
tory name for East Coast Crips, Assistant
U.S. Attorney Kevin S. Rosenberg said.

The victim, apparently targeted only
because of his skin color, survived being shot
several times, Rosenberg said.

F13 isn’t the only Latino gang linked to
racial killings. Last year, four members of
The Avenues, a gang from the Highland
Park area east of downtown Los Angeles,
were convicted of hate crimes for killing a
black man in what prosecutors called a
campaign to drive blacks from that neigh-
borhood. And last January, authorities
announced a crackdown on the 204th Street
gang following the killing of a 14-year-old
black girl.

The violence goes both ways, said Adam
Torres, a Los Angeles County Sheriff ’s
Department gang detective whose beat
includes Florence-Firestone.

During a recent patrol on the east side of
the neighborhood, he pointed to a cin-
derblock wall peppered with bullet holes.
Torres said the Crips still control that area
and any Hispanic there is at risk of being
shot.

Despite the wave of violence, George Tita,
a criminologist with the University of
California, Irvine, said racially motivated
gang killings are an exception. Latinos and
blacks are far more likely to be murdered by
one of their own.

Latino gang accused of targeting blacks

THE WHOLE PURPOSE IS
TO IMPROVE MOBILITY,

TO GET PEOPLE WHERE THEY
WANT TO GET FASTER.”

Mark Jolles, Expo Communities United 

YOU DON’T SEE THESE MAJOR BLACK-
BROWN WARS, EITHER WITHIN THE CONTEXT

OF GANGS OR OUTSIDE THE CONTEXT OF GANGS.” 
George Tita, Criminologist 
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AERO THEATRE
1328 Montana Avenue 
(310) 260.1528

Check theatre for showtimes

AMC LOEWS BROADWAY 4
1441 3rd Street 
(310) 458-1506

Aliens vs. Predator - Requiem
(R) 
10:20am, 12:45, 3:10, 5:50,
8:25, 10:50
Atonement (R)
10:30am, 1:25, 4:20, 7:25,
10:20
The Great Debaters (PG-13)
10:10am, 1:05, 4:00, 7:00,
9:55
P.S. I Love You (PG-13) 
10:45am, 1:40, 4:40, 7:40,
10:40

AMC 7 SANTA MONICA 
1310 3rd Street 
(310) 289-4262 

Charlie Wilson's War (R) 
10:05am, 12:30, 3:00, 5:40,
8:15, 10:45         
Enchanted (PG) 
11:00am, 1:40, 4:30, 7:10
The Golden Compass (PG-13)
10:40am, 1:20, 4:15, 7:00,
9:45  
The Kite Runner (PG-13)
10:55am, 2:00, 5:00, 8:00,
10:55
National Treasure: Book of
Secrets (PG) 
10:45am, 1:45, 4:45, 7:45,
9:55, 10:50 
Sweeney Todd: The Demon
Barber of Fleet Street (R) 
10:15am, 1:05, 4:05, 7:30,
10:25 
The Water Horse: Legend of
the Deep (PG) 
10:00am, 12:40, 3:20, 5:55,
8:30, 11:05  

LAEMMLE’S MONICA
FOURPLEX
1332 2nd Street 
(310) 394-9741 

Juno (PG-13) 
12:00, 2:30, 5:00, 7:30, 10:00
No Country for Old Men (R) 
1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 9:55
Persepolis (PG-13)
12:45, 3:00, 5:25, 7:50, 10:15
The Savages (R) 
1:40, 4:25, 7:10, 9:55

MANN'S CRITERION
THEATRE 
1313 3rd Street 
(310) 395-1599 

Alvin and the Chipmunks (PG)
11:10am, 12:10, 1:50, 2:50,
5:10, 7:30, 9:50
The Bucket List (PG-13) 
11:30am, 12:30, 2:00, 3:00,
4:30, 5:30, 7:00, 8:00, 9:30,
10:30
I Am Legend (PG-13) 
12:00, 2:40, 4:20, 5:20, 6:50,
7:50, 9:20, 10:20
Walk Hard: The Dewey Cox
Story (R) DLP-Digital
Projection
11:50am, 2:30, 5:00, 7:40,
10:10

M O V I E G U I D E

More information email news@smdp.com
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JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS
The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:
★★★★★ Dynamic   ★★★★ Positive ★★★ Average   ★★ So-So   ★ Difficult

FBI director J. Edgar
Hoover (1895)
Author J.D. Salinger (1919)

Patriot Paul Revere (1735)

Happy Birthday!
You walk into what could be a
year that you’ll speak about
for the remainder of your life.
Special events and people
punctuate your life. You will
discover the intensity of your
creativity as well as the
innate power you have.  If
you are single, be ready to
blaze a new trail. If you are
attached, do be generous
with your time and honor
your sweetie’s requests more
often. SCORPIO helps you
zero in on what you want.

Let your mind wander, Pisces

Born Today

Jacqueline Bigar is on the Internet at
http://www.jacquelinebigar.com 
(c) 2006 by King Features Syndicate Inc.

ARIES (March 21-April 19)
★★★★★ Listen to others; in fact, be indulgent. You might enjoy
what comes up for you, as well as for others. Touch base with the
many people in your life, and your view will change. Examine an idea
from many different angles. Tonight: With your favorite person.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
★★★★ Visit with friends, yet at the same time, clear up deco-
rations or set up for a little get-together. Don’t think you will be
alone. Refuse to think that way. You will like the end results.
Tonight: Where everyone else can be found.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
★★★★ Creativity bubbles forth with newfound energy. You
might want to clear out a call or misunderstanding. What a per-
fect way to start the New Year. You could be surprised by the
final results. Tonight: If you want to make an early night of it, do!

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
★★★★★ If you listen to your inner beat and vibes, you will know
where you are heading and why. Share your resolutions with
family. Clear out old problems and make sure communication
flourishes once more. Tonight: Fun and games. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
★★★★ You express yourself in an unprecedented and fun manner.
Others appreciate your calls, efforts and good wishes. A male
friend could be very direct, to the point that you feel pushed. Back
off. Surround yourself with friends. Tonight: Mosey on home.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
★★★★ Deal with finances as the year begins. You want to make
sure you are on the proper course. Someone you look up to might
be touchy or difficult. Know when to back away. Schedule get-
togethers for later. Tonight: An important chat could happen.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
★★★★ You cannot help but beam. Others cannot help but
respond. With this knowledge, you blaze a new trail. A message
could be instrumental in making a decision. Know when you
have had enough. Timing works. Tonight: Out and about.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
★★★ Handle a personal matter early on, and you will be smiling,
as long as you resist pushing another’s buttons. Tempers can
flare with fatigue, excitement and pressure all mixed together.
Know when to walk away. Tonight: Re-energized, make plans.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
★★★★ A get-together might be more important than you real-
ize. Listen to others and be more imaginative in your approach.
You know your limits; state them clearly. Your creativity peaks
to a new level. Tonight: Take some much needed personal time.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
★★★★ Bring others together, even if you feel too tired for
words. Knowing when to step back could have a considerable
impact. Investigate options with an eye to greater success and
friendship. Draw friends together. Tonight: Still fun and games!

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
★★★★★ Dealing with those in your life in a more novel or
dynamic manner could make for a very odd situation.
Investigate and understand what others want.  Tonight: A must-
show appearance.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
★★★★★ Others relate in a close and dynamic style. Understand
what makes you tick, then decide on your limits. Don’t stand on
ceremony with a family member. Let go and relax. Try to walk in
another’s shoes. Tonight: Let your mind wander.

Five of JAMES BROWN’S
children say their late
father’s will should be
invalidated because his
former advisers used
undue influence to get him
to create charitable trusts
that the advisers would
profit from, according to
court documents filed this
week.

The children were large-
ly left out of the financial
portion of the will, which
leaves the bulk of the soul
singer’s money to trusts
set up to educate Brown’s
grandchildren and needy
kids.

Atlanta attorney Louis
Levenson said the children
discovered earlier wills
drafted by their father that
cast doubt on whether he
truly wanted to leave his

estate to charity.
“There was sporadic

indication that Mr. Brown
intended to benefit some
charities, but the circum-
stances surrounding the
making of these docu-
ments have always been
clouded in mystery,”
Levenson said.

Five Brown children are
challenging the will in
Aiken County Probate
Court. They claim Brown’s
longtime advisers Buddy
Dallas, Alford Bradley and
David Cannon convinced
the soul singer to create
the trusts so the advisers
would profit from manag-
ing the two charities after
Brown died.

Dallas denied the alle-
gations and called
attempts to void the will

“an act of desperation.”
“No one told James

Brown what to do,” Dallas
said, adding that if he were
going to use his influence
to benefit himself, “I would
have just influenced him
into giving me something.”

The Brown children
challenging the will are
Deanna Brown Thomas,
Venisha Brown, Daryl
Brown, Yamma Brown
Lumar and Larry Brown. A
sixth child named in
Brown’s will, Terry Brown,
has hired a different attor-
ney.

One grandchild whose
tuition would be paid for
by the trusts has accused
his relatives of trying to
break the charities to get
the money.

Most of Brown’s estate,

including his Beech Island
home and rights to his
image, name and music,
would go to the James
Brown “I Feel Good” Trust
for the education of needy
children in South Carolina
and Georgia, as well as to
a family trust to educate
his grandchildren younger
than 35.

Brown died on
Christmas Day 2006 of
heart failure. He was 73.

Just how much money
is involved in Brown’s
estate is unclear. In
October, Forbes reported
Brown made an estimated
$5 million in 2005 alone.
But attorneys have said
Brown’s accounts do not
have the money they
expected.

AP

PAT GREEN canceled a
New Year’s Eve concert
after undergoing an emer-
gency appendectomy, a
concert promoter said.

The 35-year-old coun-
try singer was in good
condition Thursday after

being admitted to a
Dallas-area hospital on
Wednesday, said Greg
Henry, president of
Austin Universal
Entertainment.

Doctors advised Green
to cancel the show as

well as several days of
planned studio work in
Nashville, Tenn., Henry
said in a story posted
Thursday on the Waco
Tribune-Herald’s Web
site.

Green grew up in

Waco and lives in Fort
Worth. With a dedicated
following in Texas, he
has been working to
build his fan base around
the country. His most
recent album,
“Cannonball,” was

released in August
2006.

Green’s publicist did
not immediately return a
phone message left late
Thursday by The
Associated Press. 

ASSOCIATED PRESS

On the mend Pat Green has surgery,
scraps New Year’s show

Actress JENNIFER
GARNER has been hon-
ored as the 2007 West
Virginian of the Year by
her hometown newspa-
per.

The Sunday Gazette-
Mail chose Garner for
her dedication, hard
work and service as an
ambassador for West
Virginia. 

Garner is balancing
raising her 2-year-old
daughter, her marriage
with fellow actor Ben
Affleck and a career
that includes a starring
role in “Cyrano de
Bergerac” on
Broadway, the new film
“Juno,” and two more
films yet to shoot.

Garner is a Texas
transplant, but moved
to the Mountain State
when she was 4.

AP

GARNER GETS TOP HONORS

James Brown’s children challenge
trusts set up in soul singer’s will
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Girls and Sports By Justin Borus and Andrew Feinstein

The Meaning of Lila By John Forgetta & L.A. Rose

The Other Coast By Adrian Raeside

By Jim DavisGarfield

By Brian Anderson

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Dog eat Doug

Janric Classic Sudoku
Fill in the blank cells using numbers 1 to 9. Each number can
appear only once in each row, column, and 3x3 block. Use logic
and process of elimination to solve the puzzle. The difficulty
level ranges from Bronze (easiest) to Silver to Gold (hardest).

GETTING STARTED
There are many strategies to solving Sudoku. One way to begin is to
examine each 3x3 grid and figure out which numbers are missing. Then,
based on the other numbers in the row and column of each blank cell,
find which of the missing numbers will work. Eliminating numbers will
eventually lead you to the answer.

Difficulty
SILVER

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S PUZZLE

© 2006 Janric Enterprises Dist. by Creators Syndicate Inc.
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By John Deering

By Dave CoverlySpeed Bump

Strange Brew

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

MYSTERY PHOTO Brandon Wise   news@smdp.com

The first one to identify where this shot was taken wins a prize from the Daily Press. Send
answers to editor@smdp.com.

1438 Albert II of Habsburg
is crowned King of

Hungary.

1515 King Francis I of France
succeeds to the French

throne.

1651 Charles II is crowned
King of Scotland.

1800 The Dutch East India
Company ceases to

exist.

1801 Dwarf planet Ceres is
discovered by Giuseppe

Piazzi.

1808 The importation of
slaves into the United

States is banned.

1861 Porfirio Díaz conquers
Mexico City.

1899 Spanish rule ends in
Cuba.

1912 The Republic of China is
established.

1934 Alcatraz Island
becomes a United

States federal prison.

1946 The first civil flight
from Heathrow

Airport occurs.

TODAY IN HISTORY

■ The Texas Board of
Education announced in
November that it had made its
selections of approved math
textbooks for the next school
year, even though the group of
chosen books contained a total
of 109,263 errors. Books of the
industry giant Houghton Mifflin
accounted for about 86,000.
All publishers have guaranteed
to correct the errors by the
time the books are shipped.
■ In October, rescue crews in
Pittsburgh freed a woman who
had become stuck underneath
an SUV in front of another
woman's house. She told police
that she suspected her hus-
band was having an affair with
the woman and had crawled
around to get a better vantage
point for spying. She said she
inadvertently fell asleep and,
when she awoke, could not
crawl out.
■ The existence of the 50-
year-old, ultra-secure com-
puter protocol required for a
U.S.  president to launch
nuclear weapons is well-
known, through newspapers,
books and Hollywood films,
but according to papers
released by Britain's National
Archive in November, a simi-
larly complex protocol has
been in place in that country
only since 1998. Before that,
a person could arm a nuclear
bomb simply by removing two
ordinary screws and (accord-
ing to BBC News) using "an
Allen key to select high yield
or low yield,  air  burst or
groundburst and other param-
eters."
■ Creme de la Weir: Mesa,
Ariz., police arrested Sebastian
Mancilla, 41, in November after
a security camera at Mervyn's
department store caught him
being not too subtle in looking
up the skirt of a female shop-
per. According to an Arizona
Republic reporter, citing a
police source: "At one time
Mancilla approached the
woman from behind and laid
down on the floor to look up
her skirt. He then got back to
his feet and continued to act as
if he was shopping." Mancilla
allegedly tried again with the
same woman, dropping to his
knees, but to no avail, as the
woman walked away. 

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
B Y C H U C K S H E P A R D

ggeelliidd \JEL-id\, adjective:
Extremely cold; icy.

WORD UP!



CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING CONDITIONS: REGULAR RATE: $5.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 20¢ per word per day. Ad must run a
minimum of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra.
Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit after an ad has run more than once.
DEADLINES: 3:00 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 2:30 p.m. PAYMENT: All pri-
vate party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our offices
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, (310) 458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily Press,
P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406 or stop in at our office located at 1427 Third Street Promenade, Ste. 202. OTHER RATES: For
information about the professional services directory or classified display ads, please call our office at (310) 458-7737.
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(310)458-7737
CALL TODAY FOR SPECIAL MONTHLY RATES!

There is no more convincing medium than a DAILY local newspaper.
Prepay your ad today!

Classifieds
$550 per day. Up to 15 words, 20 cents each additional word.
Call us today start and promoting your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 40,000.

YOUR AD COULD RUN TOMORROW!*

(310) 458-7737
Some restrictions may apply. 

*Please call our Classified Sales Manager to reserve your ad space. Specific ad placement not gauranteed on classified ads. Ad must meet deadline requirements. See complete conditions below.

All classified liner ads are placed on our website for FREE! Check out www.smdp.com for more info.

CLASSIFICATIONS:
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale

Furniture
Pets
Boats
Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos
Rent
Houses for Rent
Roomates
Commerical Lease

Real Estate
Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services

Computer Services
Attorney Services
Business Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness

Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals
Psychic
Obituaries
Tutoring

Prepay your ad today!
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SALES PROS
Earn $50K- $300K

(In Commissions)
Since 1960, Goldline International, Inc.

has helped investors diversify their portfolios
with Precious Metals and Rare Coins.

Experienced Sales Professionals with or without industry
experience are encouraged to apply.

No license required and no cold calling.
Lead sources include our National

Radio Show and Commercials.
Paid training+full benefits+401K.
Contact: Luis Beeli, Director

www.Goldline.com
310-395-0762 (24 Hours)

1601 Cloverfield Boulevard, Santa Monica
(Prestigious Water Garden Complex)

Obituaries

MARGARET C. BONACHEA
Bonachea, Margaret C.  Passed 
away on December 5, 2007 at the 
age of 92. Beloved mother, grand-
mother, and aunt. Services will be 
held on Tuesday December 11, 2007 
at 10 A.M.  Spalding Mortuary  (323) 
934-1181 may be contacted for fur-
ther info.

Miscellaneous

AFFORDABLE HOUSE
CLEANING $40

by day, honest reliable, own transpor-
tation, references, L.I./L.O. nanny 
housekeepers. Low fees, been in busi-
ness since 1988, open 7 days. Call, 
ask for Adeline (818)705-0295 or fax 
(818)705-0297

START THE NEW YEAR
THE RIGHT WAY

LOSE WEIGHT AND SHAPE UP
CALL: (310)-394-1051

www.herbal-nutrition.net/givatnesher

Announcements

BECOME AN ACCREDITED HOME 
STAGING PROFESSIONAL!

A 2 and 3 day course from the leader 
in Home Staging training will be held 
in Santa Monica on Jan. 15.  To find 
out more and register, call 
800-392-7161 or go to www.Staged-
Homes.com.

Employment

CO-OPPORTUNITY NOW HIRING! 
Produce, Grocery, Community Deli 

and Cashiers 
Go to www.coopportunity.com for 
more info or  stop by the store at 1525 
Broadway for an application.

GIVE OF YOURSELF volunteers wanted 
at the discovery shop. Help us contrib-
ute to the American cancer society by 
spending 4 hours per week assisting in 
our resale shop in Santa Monica. Con-
tact Terry or Shaunna at (310)458-4490

Employment

COOK 
OCEAN HOUSE, an elegant senior liv-
ing residence in Santa Monica, is 
looking for an ideal candidate for it's 
line cook position. Duties include 
participating in the daily menu pro-
duction, preparing and coordinates 
daily breakfast, lunch and dinners 
from standardized recipes. Working 
line shifts daily to ensure speedy 
service. Ensuring kitchen equipment 
is clean, operable, and properly main-
tained on a daily basis. This is a full 
time position with benefits after 3 
months, medical, dental, vision.
401(k) plan and meal plan as well. If 
you have a great attitude and enjoy 
working on a great team, please come 
by and fill out an application at 2107 
Ocean Ave., SM,CA 90405 or fax a re-
sume to (310) 314-7356.

COUNTER HELP needed. Cafe near 3rd 
St. Promenade 215 Broadway. Must be 
experienced. Immediate openings. Apply 
afternoons in person.  (310) 396-9898.

CUSTOMER SERVICE FULL TIME- $30K 
per year, starting $25K. Telephone serv-
ices company in WLA with free secure 
parking. Experience preferred but will 
train quality applicant. Good language 
skills and reliability a must. Call 
310-281-8888 for recorded details.

HIRING UNARMED security officers in 
the Santa Monica area, starting pay is 
$8.50 up to $10.00 an hour.
Must have a valid guard permit and 
pass pre-employment background and 
drug screen. If interested please call 
(310)791-5015 or apply
@ 3771 W. 242nd Street #106, Tor-
rance, CA 90505. EOE.

IMMEDIATE POSITIONS available 
in the Environmental Services De-
partment. Looking for part time 
housekeepers/ floor techs. Hospi-
tal Experience preferred. Call 
(310)829-8431 for interview.

MUSIC CLUB BOOKING CAMPAIGN 
SALESPERSON. (310)998-8305 XT 88

PACIFIC YELLOW Cab is hiring taxi 
drivers in SM. Clss C license required. 
Will train. Please call (310)770-4004

SALES OF Cruise & Tour Pkgs
30 hrs/wk Flex sch. Base + Comm

Pd. Tng. No cold calling
40 yr Natl tour Co. Near LAX

Aaron 1 800 922 9000

WAIT STAFF
Part time and full time positions avail-
able. Competitive wages and benefits.
Must have clear criminal background 
and be drug free. Please apply at 2107 
Ocean Ave. SM, 90405.

For Sale
SPA/HOT TUB 2007 Model. Neck Jets. 
Therapy seat. Warranty. Never used. 
Can deliver. Worth $5950, sell for 
$1950 (310) 479-3054

Instruction
TUTORING & TEST PREP
Math, chemistry, physics, & biology. 
Prof. educator, credentialed w/mas-
ters & 15 yrs exp.  Home-school help
possible.  Isabella 310-399-2785,
MyPrivateTutor@mac.com.

Bookkeeping Services
QUICKBOOKS BOOKKEEPING service, 
personal or  businesses.  Online ver-
sion available.  Call 310 977-7935

For Rent
BRENTWOOD $900+
Studio/1Ba, no pets, ref pool, quiet, 
utilities $900/MO
1BD/BA Lower, blinds, PKG, balcony, 
carpets, parking $1095/MO
1bd/Ba; pool Laundry balcony, ref stove, 
PKG $1295/Mo

We have others From $650.00
310-276-0881

www.apartmenthunterz.com

BRENTWOOD $900+
Studio/1Ba, no pets, ref pool, quiet, , 
balcony, carpets, parking $1300/MO
2bd /1Ba  spac. lower unit, carpet. 
stove, D/W. F/P PKG $1695/Mo
We have others From $650.00

310-276-0881
www.apartmenthunterz.com 

CULVER CITY 11621 Braddock Dr. unit 4  
2+1.5  Townhouse style. Stove, blinds, 
carpet, w/d hookups, patio, gated park-
ing, intercom entry, no pets, $1400. 
(310)967-4471 www.jkwproperties.com

HOWARD MANAGEMENT GROUP
(310) 869-7901

Studios from $1,200. One bedrooms 
from $1,500. Two bedrooms from 
$2,000. Additional locations in West 
L.A.

PLEASE Visit our website 
for complete 
listings at:

www.howardmanagement.com

MAR VISTA 12450 unit 207 and 222 
Culver Blvd. $1125. Stove, fridge, 
blinds, carpet, utilities included, no 

pets, intercom entry, gated parking, 
(888)414-7778 www.jkwproperties.com

MARINA DEL Rey       $1000+
Studio/1Ba, Carpet, Fan, F/P, D/W, Gym  
Pool, $1250/Mo
1BD/BA Carpet, Fan, F/P, D/W, Gym, 
Pool, Cat ok $1350 /MO
2bd/2Ba Carpet, Fan, F/P, D/W, Gym, 
Pool, Cat ok $11850/Mo

We have others From $650.00
310-276-0881

www.apartmenthunterz.com 

SANTA MONICA $800+
Studio Lower, Bright, Carpet, ref, stove, 
kit, No Smoke  $800/MO
Studio 1/Ba; No pet, balcony, carpets, 
parking $950/MO
1bd/Ba  upper, no pets, ref stove, new 
paint SMC, PKG $1100/Mo

We have others From $650.00
310-276-0881

www.apartmenthunterz.com

SANTA MONICA $1195 1 bdrm, 1 bath, 
no pets. Stove, Refrigerator, Parking. 
2535 Kansas Ave. #104. Open daily for 
Viewing 9am-7pm. Additional info in 
Unit. Manager in #101.

SANTA MONICA, $1595, 2 Bdrms, 1 
Bath, NO Pets, Stove, Refrigerator, 
Parking. 1935 Cloverfield Blvd. #16, 
Open Daily for viewing 9am-7pm. Addi-
tional info in Unit. Manager in #19

SINGLE 12746 Pacific Ave. unit 2
Lower stove, fridge, dishwasher, wall 
ac, carpet, blinds, laundry, pation, in-
tercom entry, restricted parking, no 
pets. $995. (310)578-7512 
www.jkwproperties.com

VENICE $900+
Studio/1 Ba, view, No Pkg, LDY, Stove , 
HDWD $950/Mo
1BD/BA Sunny upper unit, 1 block from 
the beach  $1045/MO
2bd/2Ba CRTYRD,  laundry, Stve, bal, 
carpets, F/P $1900/Mo

We have others From $650.00
310-276-0881

www.apartmenthunterz.com

WEST LOS Angeles $750+
Bachlr 1/Ba UPPER. REF MICRO VERT 
WD FLR                               $750/Mo
Studio 1/Ba UPPER NEW CARPET TILE 
Prkg $850./Mo
1bd/Ba  Huge, full kitchen D/W - 
stove/oven – A/C $925/Mo

We have others From $650.00
310-276-0881

www.apartmenthunterz.com

WESTWOOD $895+
BCHL/1Ba, Upper Remodel, micro, Ref, 
Hdwd  Tile, Strt Pk $895/Mo
Studio/ 1BD/BA Carpet, Pool spa, Gated 
Grt loc $975//MO
2bd/2Ba Carpet, Fan, F/P, D/W, Gym , 
Pool, Cat ok $1650/Mo

We have others From $650.00
310-276-0881

www.apartmenthunterz.com

SANTA MONICA 2941 Main Street. 
Creative office space 
$750-$1000/month. 
Parking available. 
MDR 13322 Washington 500-1900 sq. 
ft. office space for lease. 
PAR Commercial 
(310)395-2663.xt.112

Real Estate

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Run your personals here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

BOLD IT! MAKE YOUR AD STAND OUT

ADVERTISE! CALL US (310) 458-7737

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

Employment For Rent Commercial Lease
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Please call our Classified Sales Manager to reserve your ad space. Specific ad placement not gauranteed on classified ads. Ad must meet deadline requirements.

All classified liner ads are placed on our website for FREE! Check out www.smdp.com for more info.

Shop our easy-to-use directory  for services of every kind. 

Post your serv ices by call ing today !

Prepay your ad today! 458-7737(310)
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PAC
WEST
MORTGAGE
2212 Lincoln Blvd in Santa Monica

1-888-FOR-LOAN

310 392-9223

ROB

SCHULTZ
BROKER

LICENSED CALIFORNIA

BROKER #01218743

VERY AGGRESSIVE

RATES
TIME FOR A 30

YEAR FIXED?

RATES AS LOW AS 6%

30 YEAR FIXED 6%

APR 6.116%
10 YEAR/1 ARM 6.25%

APR 6.85%
7 YEAR/1 ARM 6%

APR 6.905%
5 YEAR/1 ARM 6%**

APR 7.25%
3 YEAR/1 ARM 5.75%**

APR 7.275%
1 YEAR/1 ARM 5.5%

APR 7.35%
6 MO./6 MO. ARM 5.25%

APR 7.49%
1 MO./1 MO. ARM 1.25%*

APR 8.25%
*Rates subject to change

* As of August 29, 2007

** Denotes an interest only loan

Lost & Found
FOUND WEEK of 12/17, girls figure 
skates across the street from the out-
door rink. Call to claim (310)863-3084

BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Heal your body, 
mind, spirit.  Therapeutic bodywork/en-
ergy healing. Strictly non-sexual. Intro-
ductory specials $68.00. Lynda, L.M.T. 
(310) 749-0621

EXQUISITE, INTUITIVE, strong and tender 
relaxing body work by mature Europen. 
Very Professional, Sonja 
(310) 397-0433.

Personals

��
Talk to a Model

24HRS.
310-424-5787

Cust. Asst.:
949-999-5900

$10–17 for 15 min.
Credit/Debit cards/Checks by Phone

www.USLove.com

DBAS
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAMES STATEMENT FILE 
NO. 20072574226 FIRST FILING. The following 
person(s) is (are) doing business as EMPIRE BY 
DESIGN, 3755 MENTONE #8, P O BOX 741963, 
L.A. CA. 90004, 90034. The full name of regis-
trant(s) is/are : LEVAR BROWN, 3755 MENTONE 
#8, L.A. CA. 90034 This Business is being con-
ducted by, an individual. Signed: The registrant 
commenced to transact business under the ficti-
tious business name or names listed on 
(Date)11/19/2007. /s/: LEVAR BROWN
This statement was filed with the County Clerk of  
LOS ANGELES County on 11/19/2007. NOTICE: 
THIS FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT EX-
PIRES FIVE YEARS FROM THE DATE IT WAS FILED 
IN THE OFFICE OF THE COUNTY CLERK. A NEW 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT MUST BE 
FILED PRIOR TO THAT DATE. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself authorize the use in 
this state of a fictitious business name state-
ment in violation of the rights of another under 
federal, state, or common law (see Section 
14411et seq.,Business and Professions Code). 
SANTA MONICA DAILY PRESS to publish 
12/18/2007, 12/25/2007, 1/1/2008, 1/8/2008

Independence in the privacy 
and comfort of your own home. 

Affordable Non-Medical In-Home Care. 
Choose any or all of our affordable services:

� Companionship
� Meal Preparation

� Housekeeping 

� Grocery Shopping
� Transportation

� Laundry & Errands 
Our friendly caregivers are fully screened, bonded, and insured

(310)301-4869 
or (323)244-1993

comprehensivehomecare.biz

INTERNATIONAL DOG TRAINING AND 
SERVICES     ................Behavioral 
Management...........Individualized 
Service Programs. (310)869-1649

Cleaning

AFFORDABLE HOUSE
CLEANING $40

by day, honest reliable, own transpor-
tation, references, L.I./L.O. nanny 
housekeepers. Low fees, been in busi-
ness since 1988, open 7 days. Call, 
ask for Adeline (818)705-0295 or fax 
(818)705-0297

Gen. Contracting

A/C 
CONSTRUCTION

General Construction
Commercial & Residential

Remodel & Add ons
Honest.  Reliable.

FREE ESTIMATES
— Sabbath Observed—

310.278.5380
Lic# 804884 Fully Insured

Handyman

Handy Man

• Carpentry
• Frame/Finish 

• Foundation/Concrete 
• DryWall, Paint, Elec.
• Lighting Landscape
• Hardscape Furniture
• Architectural Design

• Plans & Permits
-Green & Sustainable

-Free Consultation
-Unlicensed

10% off 1st Job
27 Years exp.

Call (310) 430-2806

The Handy Hatts
Painting and Decorating Co.

SINCE 1967
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
SPECIALISTS IN ALL 

DAMAGE REPAIR

Free estimates, great referrals

Call Brian @
(310) 927-5120
(310) 915-7907

LIC# 888736
“HOME SWEET HOME”

FULL SERVICE HANDYMAN
FROM A TO Z

Moving

Movers with Style, Inc.
CAL T-190313 CA 338038

Licensed & Insured

On-Time & Dependable
Last Minute Moves

Great Rates 
www.moverswithstyle.com

For a Stress-Free  
Moving Experience

CALL  310-397-1616

Therapy

Life is short —
Why make it shorter

STILLL 
SMOKING?

Certified
Hypnotherapist

John J. McGrail, C.Ht.

(310)) 235-2883
www.hypnotherapylosangeles.com

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!

CALL US
TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

Hire
locals.

They live close, and are
less likely to be late
(because of traffic).

Find them
in the 

Santa Monica Daily Press
classifieds.

Call today to learn about
our local hiring packages.

310-458-7737

SIGN UP FOR FREE AMBER ALERTS ON YOUR CELL PHONE. What could be worse than that feeling of dread when, for a few seconds, you lose sight of your child? Imagine

that feeling if your child were actually taken.  Go to wirelessamberalerts.org.  Sign up today.  Then when an AMBER Alert is issued in the areas you’ve chosen, you’ll receive

a free text message.  If you spot the vehicle, the suspect or the child described in the Alert, immediately call 911.  If your phone is wireless, you’re no longer helpless.

A child is calling for help.

Your ad could run here!
Call us today at (310) 458-7737

GOT NEWS?
IF YOU SEE NEWS HAPPENING OR HAVE SOMETHING TO REPORT,

CALL THE SANTA MONICA PRESS TODAY!

CALL [310] 458-7737
Visit us online at smdp.com

YOUR AD
COULD RUN HERE!
CALL US TODAY AT
(310) 458-7737

Real Estate Massage Services Services Services Services
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