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Santa Fe Celebrates
its

ANNIVERSARY
Workers lay the sidewalk on the Santa Fe campus, 1964.

Richard D. Weigle and Richard F. Cle:veland lay the cornerstone
for the college, 1963.

French reading knowledge
exam abolished
Competency to be stressed in junior language tutorials

Freshmen await departure for orientation in Santa Fe.

Welcome Freshmen!
Incoming freshmen find friendly
advisors to help them adjust to a
new life
"In the beginning were the
Advisors ... " says the Gospel according
to St. John's, and that's what the
newly
organized
Freshman
Orientation Committee in Annapolis
is all about. The group aims to
smooth the introduction to St. John's
for incoming freshmen, who have a
host of things to deal with living on
their own, figuring out their schedules, finding the right type of cereal
in the dining hall, reading the most
difficult but intriguing books.
Led by Rebecca Dzamov, A95,
Malinda Campbell, A97, and John
Clasby, A96, and sporting teeshirts
emblazoned with the Gospel on the
front and the college seal on the back,

the Orientation Committee members
took groups of freshmen on tours of
campus, led workshops, supplied
donuts, and just generally tried to
make the newest Johnnies feel at
home sooner. Every freshman was
assigned an advisor who could offer
pointers on fathoming some of the
intricacies of the St. John's way of
doing things.One of the first tasks
freshman year is learning the Greek
alphabet. With this more energetic
integration effort, the freshmen will
be able to jump right into the program, the sooner to be able to translate the Gospel according to St.
John's:
)
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at faculty meetings on both campuses, the faculty endorsed the proposal.
Some of the arguments to abolish the exam were: 1) Tutors can
monitor the progress of their students' learning. The junior language
tutorial is the place to make sure that
students learn to read French well
enough to translate the kinds of passages that are discussed senior year. 2)
Some students who do well in language class are yet unable to pass the
exam. Students who can translate in
class and contribute to the discussion
should be allowed to continue into
si::nior year. 3) The examination tests
a skill not much emphasized in class,
time-limited, unassisted sight translation. 4) The dean usually finds contingency arrangements necessary for
those students who do not pass the
exam before senior year. For example,
extensive tutoring or classes at other
colleges over the summer have been
recommended before the student tries
the exam again. ·Miss Brann,
Annapolis dean, referred to the
"adjustment and deception" involved
in figuring out what to do about students who do not pass. The threat
that they might not be allowed to
continue at the college is essentially
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rr.,he faculty at both campuses
agreed this fall: no more
French reading knowledge
exam. Passing the test, which
involved translating a passage from
French into English, had been a condition for entering the senior year.
The reading knowledge exam was
administered four times during the
junior year; students could bring dictionaries and other reference books
with them to help them translate the
given passage within a two-hour time
limit. For most students, the junior
year includes several weeks of intensive French grammar, a program
designed to teach the basics to those
who have not studied French before
and as a refresher for those who had it
in high school. The more subtle
translation work on poetry and essays
that takes place during senior language tutorials depends on students
being able to read French, and the
purpose of the French reading knowledge exam was to assure that students
attained a certain level of competency
before senior year.
At the Joint Instruction
Committee meeting last spring, the
. Proposal to abolish the exam was
introduced. After spirited discussions
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IN ANNAPOLIS

l

September 23 - November 19
"Rembrandt Etchings: Selection of the
Carnegie Museum of Art,"

Il

• The Mitchell Gallery is fortunate to
·have a group of 51 etchings by
Rembrandt on display from
September 2 3 to November 19. The
exhibit title 1s "Rembrandt
Etchings: Seiections of the Carnegie
Museum of Art."
more on page 2 4
1
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Seven tutors appointed:
Annapolis

F

ive new tutor~, ~hristopher Cosans,
Wayne Ed1s1s, Emily Hope
Brooker Langston, Carl Page, and
Edward C. Smith, have been named to
the faculty at the Annapolis campus.
Christopher Cosans brings to St.
John's ten years' experience in teaching
science at the University of Chicago. A
1986 graduate of the University of
Chicago with a bachelor's degree in history, philosophy, and social studies of science, he earned his master of science
degree in anatomy in 1988, and in 1993
his doctorate on the conceptual foundations of science, both from Chicago. At
Chicago, h~ taught courses in anatomy,
· philosophy of science, and evolutionary
theory. He has also taught logic and the
technology of human values at Roosevelt
University. His research interests include
the philosophy of biology from the
Presocratics to Galen, the philosophical
justification of holistic biology from
Kant to the present, and biomedical
ethics. He reads both German and Greek.
Mr. Cosans recently participated in a one
year course on the Foundations of
Bioethics at the University of Chicago's
Center for Clinical Ethics. He is also a
VITAS Hospice volunteer.
Wayne Edisis, who will be a visiting tutor for 1994-95, is a senior economic policy adviser for the International
Bank
for Reconstruction
and
Development. From 1985-1987, he was
director for International Investment
Policy for the Executive Office of the
President, negotiating for the U.S. government international treaties and agreements on trade and investment. Mr.
Edisis entered the University of Chicago
at 16, graduated in 1979, and was
awarded the Albert Gallati~· Fellowship at
the Graduate Institute of International
Relations in Geneva, Switzerland, in
1983. That same year he earned his Ph.D.
in politics from Brandeis University. In
1984 he was honored by the American
Political Science Association for writing
the year's best doctoral thesis in the field
of international relations, economics, and
law.
Philosophy of history, Aristotle, and
Heidegger are among Carl Page's special
interests. A professor at Emory University
in Atlanta since 1987, he also was an
instructor at Pennsylvania State

University and a lecturer at the
University of Auckland in New Zealand.
Mr. Page graduated in 1980 from the
University of Auckland with an undergraduate degree in philosophy and mathematics. He earned both his master's and
doctoral degrees in philosophy a few
years later from Auckland and
Pennsylvania State University, respectively. He reads Ancient Greek, French,
and German and has published articles
and lectured on such topics as the philosophy of mathematics, the rationality of
Cartesian doubt, and philosophical
hermeneutics.
Emily Hope Brooker Langston has a
background
in
the
history of
Christianity, Jewish studies, and feminist
thought. She created and taught the
courses "The Holocaust" at Emory
University and "Religion and Literature:
Literature of Suffering" at Eckerd College
in Florida. Ms. Langston earned her
undergraduate degree from Emory
University in 1987, her master's degree in
theology and church history from the
University of Chicago in 1988, and is
pursuing her doctorate in religion from
Emory University. In 199 2-199 3 she
attended the Oxford Center for
Postgraduate Hebrew Studies at St. Cross
College at Oxford University.
Edward C. Smith has been appointed a part-time tutor. He is a tenured professor at The American University, where
he has taught since 1969. He was also
director of the American Studies Program
and special assistant to the dean of the
College of Arts and Sciences. In 1991 he
was
awarded
the
university's
Distinguished Faculty Member Award.
He has served as a consultant to the
Library of Congress, the United States
Senate,
the
U.S.
House
of
Representatives, the Equal Employment
Opportunity Commission and other fedFrom 1977-1978, he
eral agencies.
took a leave of absence from teaching to
serve as a presidential speechwriter at the
White House during the Carter
Administration. His articles have
appeared in The Yale Review, The Military
Review, and The Washington Historical
Journal. He is an editor of The Lincoln
Review and is currently working on two
books on the American Civil War.

T

Project puts
vvoinen on the
shelves
During her senior year, Heather Malcolm,
SF94, started the Books by Women
Project on the Santa Fe campus. The project's aim is to acquire books by women for
the St. john's College Meem Library collection. To date the project has amassed
more than 100 books.
How did the Books by Women Project
get started?
I think it really happened because
· I got to the end of my senior year
and realized I had been bothered for
four years about the issue of women
in the program but had never done
anything about it. I realized part of
the reason I hadn't done anything is
that there's so much controversy over
what can be done to remedy the
problem, so I wanted to do something
that was voluntary in terms of participation but that everybody would
have access to. I figured if I couldn't
put a hundred books by women in the
program I could at least put them in
the library.

How did you solicit books?
Basically, I wrote letters to people
I knew and my sister, Allison,
designed the book plates. I talked to
Inga Waite and she set up a little
display in the library.- I also should
thank my mom, She was really supportive throughout the whole thing
and encouraged me when I felt like it
was going to be an impossible project.

Q.iHow many books have you acquired?
We have 110 books now and
they're still trickling in slowly.

What kind of books have been donated?
~ 1 We got s~ many differe_nt kinds-

.• poetry, biography, philosophy, a
few history books by women. We got
some strange things like The Book of
Women's Firsts. I was impressed by the
variety.

.{):Vid you ask for specific titles or cate:~ gories?

Santa Fe
he Santa Fe faculty welcomes two
new members this fall. James H.
Wilkinson
and
Claudia
Honeywell have received one-year, fulltime appointments.
Mr. Wilkinson holds a Ph.D. in philosophy from Pennsy 1vania State
University. Most recently he held the
position of visiting assistant professor in
philosophy at the University of
Kentucky. His areas of specialization
include 19th century philosophy, early

Fall 1994

REPORTER

AI
modern philosophy, and social and political philosophy.
Ms. Honeywell recently received her
Ph.D. in classics from the University of
Minnesota. Her dissertation, "Plutarch's
Dialogues: An Analysis of Structure and
Content," focused on Plutarch's use of
dialogue as a genre, and his significance
as an author of philosophical dialogue.
While at the University of Minnesota
Ms. Honeywell also instructed first year
Greek and Latin.

guess I really wanted the community to say what they thought
was important, for one thing because
books by women is uncharted territory. I actually made up a big list of
books we might want, but people
didn't really end up using it. They
seemed to have a book or books they
really cared about that they wanted to
donate.

Q What has the response been?

A It's been really interesting because
it's taken a while for people to sort
of catch on. As time has gone on people
have warmed up to it. We ended up
getting a lot more books than people
thought we would.

Heather Malcolm

.Which books haw you personally donated?
·I've only donated a couple so far
because I wanted to wait and see
what was not there. I did donate Joyce
Carol Oates and I will donate a hard
cover copy of The Second Sex.

'Do you think there is a place for women
authors in the program?

ll? think it's a myth that there aren't
·really women who have been influential in our society, but I think they
get lost and people forget about them.
One of the reasons I did the project is
that it might help lay the groundwork
for future consideration of books by
women. This year I gave my seminar a
speech by Elizabeth Cady Stanton. It
was the start of the women's suffrage
movement. I did it when we did the
civil rights readings. It really fit in
well and it was a short reading. My
tutor, Mr. Taylor, was going to take it
to the Instruction Committee. I think
that's one thing that could definitely
be in there.
I'd also like to see us stop switching
the readings by women around so much
because that makes it look like they' re
interchangeable and not worthy of a permanent place on the program and that
they're actually there as a sort of lip-service to women. I'd also like to see people do more stuff in precepts.

Why do you see it as important to
include more women in the program?

f4,, I think something like Vir?inia
1

"· Woolf s A Room of One's Own gives a
perspective no male author could ever
give us. That's one reading that tells us
what the silent half of the world might
be thinking.

;QDo men and women think differently?

AI don't think we've talked about it
enough to know.

What are your hopes for the future of
the Books by Women Project?
I intend to send books in every year
and I hope it's an ongoing project. I
hope when people read a book they really appreciate by a woman they'll think
of St. John's. Anyone wishing to make a
contribution to the Books by Women
Project should address it to the attention
of Inga Waite, Library Director, St.
John's College Meem Library, St. John's
College, Santa Fe, NM 87501-4599; or
call (505) 984-6041.
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KEPLER AND NEWTON SUBJECT
OF ARTICLES BY CURTIS WILSON

Annapolis tutor emeritus Curtis
Wilson is the author of an article· in
the June issue of the French magazine
Cahiers de Science Vie. Mr. Wilson was
asked to contribute to the publication, which was devoted entirely to
Kepler. The article by Mr. Wilson,
who is widely recognized for his writ~
ings on the beginning of modern
astronomy, is called "Des Regles Qui
Font Lois" and deals with how
Kepler's three planetary laws came to
be called laws. The spring issue of the
journal Historica Mathematica also carried an article by Mr. Wilson. It is
titled "Newton on the Equiangular
Spiral: An Addendum to Erlichson's
Account."

EATING RIGHT FOR THE HEALTH
OF THE SOUL

Dr. Leon Kass, a former tutor on the
Annapolis campus who now teaches
at the University of Chicago, has

w s
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written a book titled The Hungry Soul:
Eating and the Perfecting of Our Nature
(The Free Press, New York, 248
pages, $24,95 ). The subject is how
table manners relate to morality and
how the habits, customs and rituals of
eating are tied in with the rise of civilization.

E F

s

C. Fraser Smith, an analyst for the
Baltimore Sun newspaper, predicts:
"Mrs. Townsend will be an energetic
presence on the Glendening team, a
person whose smile evokes at least a
generation of national glory and pain.
If Mr. Glendening is 'Parris who?' Mrs.
Townsend is a member of the nation's
first family. She could help him cement

MARYLAND POLITICS:
THE ST. JOHN'S CONNECTION

Kathleen Kennedy Townsend, wife of
Annapolis tutor David Lee Townsend,
has been chosen as a candidate for
lieutenant governor of Mary land by
gubenetorial candidate Parris
Glendening. Mr. Glendening, the
Democratic county executive of
Prince George's County, picked as a
running mate a woman, a babyboomer (Mrs.Townsend is 43), someone from the Baltimore suburbs, and
someone with tremendous name
recognition. Mrs. Townsend is the
oldest daughter of Robert F. Kennedy
and a niece of President John
Kennedy.

Kathleen Kennedy Townsend

Jeane Kirkpatrick to speak at Great Issues forunl
What is the role of the U.S. in international affairs?
r. Jeane Kirkpatrick, foreign

ing to the history and

policy expert and former

practice of American for-

U.S. representative

eign policy.

to

the

the black, moderate and liberal vote he
must have to win."
Until recently, Mrs. Townsend
worked in Washington as a deputy
assistant attorney general at the
Department of Justice, where she
administered a $2 .4 billion aid program for law enforcement. She is a former assistant attorney general for
Maryland and directed the Maryland
Student Alliance, a public-private partnership she founded to inspire young
people to serve their communities.
Under her leadership, Mary land
became the first state to require all
high school students to perform community service. A graduate of Harvard
University and the University of New
Mexico Law School, Mrs. Townsend
has taught at the University of
Maryland Baltimore County, at Essex
and Dundalk Community Colleges,
and at the University of Pennsylvania.
The Townsends live in Ruxton, outside·
Baltimore, with their four daughters.

French test

United Nations, will be the featured

After more than four

speaker at the next program of the

years as the United States

Great Issues series, to be held on the

representative to the

Annapolis campus December 3. The

United Nations and

Great Issues programs provide public

member of the Cabinet,

forums on substantive subjects. The

the first woman to serve

St. John's style seminar-discussion is

in that office, Jeane

French is taught in the

utilized as a way of provoking

Kirkpatrick resumed her

thoughtful response to a thematic lee-

position

ture.

Professor at Georgetown

program, and students' ptt:>gress
in, ~tering it ca~ be monitored
in the junior language t:ur:oria1
(iee the first argumen,t above)~

as

algebra exam.
algebra is not taught in the
pr1og1rat)11, but its use. is required in
we

mathem~tics

that they have .mas-

Leavey

Dr. Kirkpatrick will address the

University and as Senior

role of the United States in the affairs

Fellow at the American

of other countries. What justification

Enterprise Institute. She

does the U.S. have for entering into a

also served as a member

peacekeeping or humanitarian role in

of the President's Foreign

an international troubles pot? Under

Intelligence Advisory

what premise does our country

Board and the Defense

become involved, and what ethical,

what circumstances should the

Policy Review Board,
and
chaired the Former U.N. Representative Dr. Jeane Kirkpatrick will
speak at the Great Issues forum on foreign policy scheduled
Commission to review
for December 3 in Annapolis.
America's
Nuclear

United States support multinational

Command and Control

(e.g. U.N.) intervention? These and

System.

military, or economic limits should be
considered? To what extent and under

Nationall and International Dimensions;

at Georgetown and the American

The Reagan Phenomenon; Dismantling

Following the lecture, a question

Enterprise Institute, Dr. Kirkpatrick is

the Parties: Reflections on Party Reform

_and answer period will allow program

finishing a book on the U.S. role at

and Party Decomposition; The New

participants to probe more deeply into

the United Nations and in the world.

Presidential Elite; and Political Woman.

points discussed by Dr. Kirkpatrick.

She writes a syndicated column and

A noted academic, Dr. Kirkpatrick

Then seminars, co-led by a St. John's

lectures extensively throughout the

received her A.A. from Stephens, A.B.

tutor and someone in the foreign rela-

country.

from Barnard, and M.A. and Ph.D.

Dr. Kirkpatrick in her lecture.

.Argumef.lts agai~st ~bolishi,11g
the test: focused·. on ;;~b~thftt stu..
dents· would· :really t~n· enough
French without the $pett-er of the
exam facing. them. the g<laf of
aiquirtng ·enough· facility· in the
lang~ge to translate the pass~ge
oti. the exam
.a .goad to
learning g:i;ammar ~ncl 11111r1&•f"-

as

In addition to her responsibilities'

similar questions will be addressed by

tutorial, students

tions field, will convene to further

A prolific writer, her recent books

degrees from Columbia. She has been

examine the issues raised and to dis-

include: The Withering Away of the

awarded more than a dozen honorary

cuss several appropriate readings relat-

Totalitarian State; Legitimacy and Force:

degrees.
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ANNAPOLIS ADVANCEMENT APPOINTMENTS
Alum to tackle public relations for the college; two advancement staffpromoted
Several new appointments were made
recently in the Advancement office of
the Annapolis campus, including the
announcement of Barbara Goyette,
A 7 3, as the new director of Public
Relations and Publications. She
replaces the retiring Nancy Osius,
whose plans include getting married
and crms1ng the Intracoastal
Waterway.
Since 1988 Mrs. Goyette has been
senior editor at Chesapeake Bay
Magazine in Annapolis. She was
responsible for features and columns
at the monthly publication. She was a
freelance editor from 1979 to 1988,
and rn the 197 Os worked · at
Waterway Guide, where she hired
many Johnnies as proofreaders.
After graduating from St. John's,
Mrs. Goyette studied at the School of

Philosophy of Catholic University in
Washington, D.C. and worked for the
Review of Metaphysics.
Mrs. Goyette lives in Shady Side
with her husband and three sons. She
has been a tutor of illiterate adults for
the Anne Arundel Literacy Council
and is active in the local schools as a
volunteer and member of the Citizens
Advisory Committee.
Joan Dawson Ruch has accepted
the position of director of Annual
Giving, replacing Marylou Symonds,
who is spending a year in England
while her husband, Naval Academy
professor and author Craig Symonds,
teaches there.
Mrs. Ruch is responsible for
increasing annual alumni donations,.
and she oversees the alumni's role in
the Capital Campaign. As assistant to

LETTERS
WHAT IS REAL EDUCATIONAL REFORM?

I read with interest your report in the
March issue of The Reporter concerning the
selection of the college by Project
Kaleidoscope as "one of the most exemplary
programs in the nation for its undergraduate science and mathematics studies."
While there is certainly nothing amiss in
being singled out for recognition, in this
case it is important to have an understanding of the broader context under which this
recognition was in all likelihood offered,
and to be at least dimly aware of the
labyrinthine interconnections and ambitions of the educational reform organizations that have sprung up since the end of
the Cold War-many with impressive
financial and social credentials-and of
their spin-off reformers spreading out
through our institutions of higher learning.
I hope that any St. Johnnie will recognize
the substitute for thought that is characteristic of the current jargon of education
reform-words and phrases like: hands-on,
lab-ri~h, collaborative, educational community partners in learning, community of
learn~;rs, students of all "backgrounds" [?]
finding success in mathematics and science.
I finq troubling the statement that St.
John's' possesses "the potential to be adapted
to ot~er institutional settings for 'larger'
instid:itional reform." Where have these
peopl~: been all these years?
:This kind of rhetoric is rampant
these qays on American university campuses, with its flattering, and at the same time
strangely condescending cliches. I would
suggest that before the college accepts this
distinction, it should question the people
and cdrporations extending it as to what
they t~ink of the real voice of the program __;_do they believe that the Great
Books are the wave of the future for curriculum reform in American higher education? I think you will rather find that most
present-day reformers are far more in favor
of trashing the "goods of our civilization,"
to borrow a phrase from Dean Brann. I
have no idea if it's possible to build a kaleidoscope in the shape of a large wooden
horse, but whatever its shape, the college
had better see what's inside before letting it
through the gates.
Scott Desjardins, A47

A

VERY EARLY CONNECTION

I was very interested in the June issue
of The Reporter with the picture of the proposed plan for the new library. 1934 was
the year I graduated from St. John's, but
my connection with the school began in

TO

1913. That was the year
when my father, ]. Clifford
Gray, was hired to be the
head of the chemistry
department at St. John's.
While he was on the faculty,
we lived in an apartment in
the top left side of the PaceC ar ro 11 House. And the
chemistry facilities were in
Humphrey Hall, on the far
right on the proposed plan. I have enclosed
a picture that was taken of me in 1915 that
shows McDowell Hall and Pinkney Hall in
the background. I was probably standing
close to the middle of the new library facility.
My brother Joseph, class of 1936,
was born in 1915, in the Pace-Carroll
House, not in a hospital. He is probably the
only graduate of St. John's who was born
"on campus." I have two other brothers,
Frederick and Ellis, who attended St.
John's. They finished their college work at
other schools. My father left St. John's in
1916 to join the faculty in the chemistry
department at the U.S. Naval Academy,
where he remained until, he retired in
1950.
After graduating from St. John's I
completed the work for an engineering
degree at Johns Hopkins University; several
years later I received my Master's degree
from the Chemical Engineering School of

A little]ohnnie in 1915: Edward E. Gray,
A34, grew up on the Annapolis campus while
his father was head of the chemistry department.

the University of Michigan. I spent my
eiitire professional career with E.I. duPont
de Nemours & Co. in the Wilmington,
Delaware, area. My career covered 42 years
as a Senior Production Supervisor and as a
Senior Economic Analyst. I have b~en married for over 5 3 years, and my wife and I
have two children and four grandchildren. I
have been wanting to write this letter for
some time, and the recent issue of The

the director of Annual Giving for the
past four years, Mrs. Ruch increased
communication between the college
and parents and created a welcome
package for new college parents.
Prior to coming to St. John's, Mrs.
Ruch was an assistant to the dean in
the College of Arts and Sciences at
American University from 19891990. From 1983-1989 she was a
legislative public relations consultant
in Washington, D.C., and from
1981-1983 she served as a legislative
aide for U.S. Senator Sam Nunn.
A 1980 graduate of the University
of Georgia with a B.A. in political
science, Mrs. Ruch earned her master's in government from Georgetown
University in 1982. She lives in
Severna Park with her husband and
baby daughter, and is active in com-

THE

munity affairs, serving on the boards
of the Annapolis Junior League, the
Annapolis Symphony Orchestra, and
the Caritas Society of St. John's
College.
Kathleen Dulisse, former assistant to vice president ] eff Bishop, has
accepted the appointment as assistant
director of the Annual Fund.
Mrs. Dulisse is a 1973 graduate
of Pennsylvania State University and
a 1987 graduate of the St. John's
Graduate Institute.
As assistant director of the
Annual Fund, Mrs. Dulisse will lead
the parents' annual fund; as the
mother of a college student she feels
especially close to this group. She
lives in Annapolis with her husband
and daughter.

EDITOR
Reporter triggered this
response.
Edward E. Gray, A34

prayer that her truly remarkable soul lives
on-somewhere near a sea.
Ted Blanton, A75
WAVES RIPPLE

BELOVED TUTORS

As the first anniversary
of Jam es Talbert's death
approaches, I am joining the
many in the St. John's community who have already
paid tribute to this warm, gallant, and civilized man. My stay at St. John's was quite
unhappy: rigid rules and procedures which
were relaxed for later classes left me with
uncongenial roommates and in uncongenial
tutorials. Jim Tolbert was the only permanent staff member to offer me warmth,
sympathy, and a believing ear. He tried his
best to assist me. Although I left the college, I sought Dr. Tolbert out on those
occasions when I returned to campus; I
never caught sight of him without experiencing a wave of warmth and affection. I
regret I never had him as a tutor, but I
rejoice I was among those privileged to
know him.
B. Meredith Burke, A67
I read the obituary once; I couldn't
bear to read it again. I sat outside for a
while and allowed sadness to overwhelm
me. Tutor Deborah Traynor was my freshman seminar tutor in the fall of 1971. The
news of her death evokes fine evenings of a
quarter century ago when together we pondered Achilles and Patroclus, Hector and
Andromache, Odysseus and Penelope, in
those richest of ancient epics. Debbie
Traynor possessed an unusual openness to
the world and to the many-sidedness of the
human beings who inhabit it. She revealed
her joys-and a considerable part of her
heartaches as well-to her students, simply
because she was so alive.
Several years after that seminar Miss
Traynor left St. John's for Ireland, finally
settling on the Aran Islands off the west
coast, a place she had long loved. In 1976
my wife, Mary, and I visited Debbie there,
where life moved in a more ancient
rhythm, a rhythm dictated by the winedark sea, a sea never out of sight or mind.
We laughed over the fact that life on the
Arans was "before junioJ? year," preBaconian in its spirit and tenor. Debbie
Traynor brought life into relief in many
ways. She attended to the heart as well as
the mind, she showed that serious choices
must be made about how to live. In her
absence the earth is diminished. It is my

An appreciation of Michael Ossorgin VI,
tutor and priest, on the occasion of the fifth
anniversary of his falling asleep in the Lord, by
William A.B. Malloy, SF76:

Was he not as some sun, and were we not as
so many/ planets, satellites or cornets passing by? Did we not make up/ soine solar
system, some ellipse with foci at Annapolis
and Santa/ Fe?
Now we who have travelled on have
returned to that place in/ our orbit where
we should see him shining. We see him
not./ He has moved on to the other side of
eternity, has Mikhail Mikhailovich.
Was he not a beacon to us, as on our ships
and boats/ and rafts, or clinging to logs, we
made our way through deep fog/ in rockfilled, murky waters? The beacon has
dimmed, and he/ no longer watches us
from this shore of our existence.
Did he not join us at the oaken table, he
who had begun/ at the oldest academy at
Annapolis, our tutor and a priest?/ As the
black ships that had sailed with heroes
aboard, did not/ the table serve as a vessel
for our quest? Were we not fellow/-travellers/ in inquiry? A chair sits empty now;
an oar, idle.
A falling rock makes waves that ripple
about, circling,/ pushing on for shore. They
come to shore, spent./ Are we not as rocks,
we orbiters who come to apprehend/ our
loss, then fall into the pool of our own
tears?
The waves ripple toward the shore where
stand Mikhail Mikhailovich/ Ossorgin's
widow, sons and daughter, joined by his sister,/ brothers, grandchildren, kinsmen, and
all those for whom he served as priest,/
from Alaskan villages to the capitol of New
Mexico.
These waves are not spent, but speak softly
for us, saying/ "God rest his soul. May his
memory be eternal."

_______J
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St John's College
THE CAMPAIGN FOR OUR FOURTH CENTURY
Annapolis, Maryland

Santa Fe, New Mexico

1 ·9 9 6

1 6 9 6

$24 million and counting ....

C

ampaign chairman Ray
Cave was both optimistic
and cautious in his October
address to the St. Joh n's
College Board of Visitors and
Governors. The good news is that
alumni, parents and friends of the college have pledged $24,300,000 to the
Campaign for Our Fourth Century.
On the other hand, he said, achieving
the remainder of the $30 million goal
will pose the greatest challenge in the
campaign.
Two major campaign projects have
yet to achieve full funding: the
Annapolis Hall of Records/Library
renovation, and the construction of a
Student Activity Center in Santa Fe.
In March, 1993, the Maryland
State Board of Public Works
approved St. John's bid to buy the old
state Hall of Records on the
Annapolis campus. In a final session
six weeks later, legislators passed a
$2.9 million State of Maryland
Capital Facilities Improvement
Matching Grant for renovating the
building for use as a new library. The
deadline for raising $2.9 million in
matching funds is June 1995. To
date, $1.5 million has been raised.
In Santa Fe, plans and fundraising
for the long-awaited Student Activity
Center
are
now
underway.
Preliminary meetings have been held
with community members and a local
advisory committee is being formed.
The facility
will house
a
volleyball/basketball court, fitness
training facilities, studio space, the
Student Activity office and an operations base for the St. John's College
Search and Rescue Team.
The project, which has been unanimously endorsed by the faculty, has
long been a priority for the Santa Fe
campus. In fact, the Student Activity
Center originally was considered of
greater priority than the administration building, the fine arts building
and the library.
The project will cost $4. 7 million,
including a $ .5 million endowment
for operating costs. Several foundations have expressed interest in help-

ing fund the facility. That funding,
however, will be contingent on a
strong demonstration of support from
alumni and friends of the college.
In both Santa Fe and Annapolis,
campaign gifts to the college continue to come from a wide variety of
sources and in a number of different
forms.
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"We are leaving no stone unturned
in our attempt to have broad participation among our friends, corporations and governments in Annapolis,"
said Annapolis president Chris
Nelson.
"Needing $2.9 million by June
1995 to earn the $2.9 million match-
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Friends

Parents

FONS/Corps
GVTS

FOURTH CENTURY GOALS
October 1994

% OF TOTAL

PLEDJES IN HAND

BY SOURCE

% OF GOAL

Alumni

$13,500,000

41.9%

$12,323,013

Friends

9,099,000

28.3%

4,924,750

54%

Parents

3,455,000

10.7%

2,317,500

67%

FD NS/Corps/

6,150,000

19.1%

5,410,000

88%

$32,194,000

100%

$24,975,263

78%

91%

GVTS
Total:

The City of Annapolis, Anne
Arundel County, and the United
States Naval Academy Alumni
Association have combined to give
the college $127 ,000 toward the Hall
of Records/Library project on the
Annapolis Campus.

for the NEH Distinguished Teaching
Chair in Santa Fe.
The Hearst Foundation has invited
the Santa Fe campus to apply for a
$25 ,000 award that will bring the
total Hearst Scholarship endowment
to $100,000.
Also in Santa Fe, a member of the
Presidential Advisory Committee has
agreed to provide the master planning
necessary for continued development
of the campus. The value of the planning is in excess of $20,000.
Another member of the
Presidential Advisory Committee,
Stan Davis, has agreed to qecome special assistant to the president for
Renovation and Construction. Mr.
Davis' assistance will save the college
thousands of dollars and hundreds of
hours in the renovation of college
dormitories and the construction of
the Student Activity Center. Mr.
Davis recently retired as the president
of Stan Davis and Associates, one of
the largest construction firms in New
Mexico.
A third member of the Presidential
Advisory Committee has agreed to
help lead community efforts in support of the Student Activity Center.
"I think they do the most wonderful thing by giving us their time,
their efforts, their expertise and their
good will," said Santa Fe president
John Agresto. "There's not really a
price tag you could ever put on it."
For more information about the
Campaign for Our Fourth Century,
the Hall of Records or the Student
Activity Center, call the Campaign
Hotline or contact Annapolis vice
president Jeff Bishop at (410) 6262505 or Santa Fe vice president Jeff
Morgan at (505)984-6099.

ing funds from the State of Maryland,
St. John's is inviting everyone to participate."
Both campuses have received a
joint award of $125,000 from the
Arthur Vining Davis Foundations for
the Hall of Records in Annapolis and

Santa Fe G.I. student aw-arded Rotary scholarship

K

risten Koster, SGI94, has
been awarded a Rotary
Ambassadorial Scholarship
for study in France at the Sorbonne.
The scholarship includes $21,000
plus travel expenses. Ms. Koster will
study French literature with particular emphasis on the translation of
Ftench poetry.
Ms. Koster said the primary purpose of this particular scholarship is

cultural exchange. "I'll give talks to
the Rotaries there and I'll speak to
Rotaries here when I return," she
said. "A primary function of the
Rotaries is to promote peace through
education. They might want to hear
how a country or culture is affected
by another country's art and literature, for example. They're interested
in sending people overseas who want
to learn about that culture and teach

them the differences."
Ms. Koster <1-pplied for the scholarship through the Santa Fe
Downtown Rotary Club. "I did an
interview with them and wrote three
essays about my study plans," she
said. "I was selected as a finalis~ and
went to Las Cruces for the final interview." Of those who applied from
New Mexico, two people were awarded scholarships.

"The Rotary Clubs do very positive things," she said. "I felt like I
could speak sincerely to them, they
were very receptive. They were
impressed with the people from St.
John's and they have a really positive
outlook on this college so I would
encourage people to try it. Teachers
should also consider other Rotary
scholarship options."
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A traditional gesture of goodwill, the handing over of a
check on behalf of a worthy cause, is played out on front
campus in Annapolis.
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Adam Wasserman (A 76) lectures on the current state of
the former Soviet Union to Annapolis Chapter Alumni
and the student political forum.

L I

s

Reviewing the schedule before the first day's activities.
See related story on page 1.

Under the Liberty Tree, George

Rinehart, chairman of the board of the Brass Chamber
Music Society of Annapolis, presents a check to St. John's
president Christopher Nelson. The money will be used to
support the Music in the Great Hall concert series.
Looking on is Anne Rinehart, education chairman of the
Brass Chamber Music Society) standing next to her husband. Carolyn Surrick, a viola da gamba player and
rnernber uf Ensemble Gali lei, represents the Mu;ician the

Great Hall series.
In presenting the check

1

Mr. Reinhart

explained that the Brass Chamber Music Society had
been in existence for about 15 years but had recently disbanded. "This money is part of the distribution of the
remaining funds of other similarly directed non-profit
music groups,

)J

he said. The Music in the Great Hall

series features early music performances in the Great
Hall which provides an ideal acoustic setting for small
1

ensemble and vocal groups. Six performances are scheduled for the 1994-95 season.

The Freshman Orientation Committee on the steps of McDowell.

Tutors Catherine Haigney and Thomas May look at a
Rembrandt landscape. The exhibit also included portraits, genre
The exhibit of Rembrandt etchings this fall brought the pictures, and religious and mythological scenes. A seminar and
St. john's community as well as many interested towns- the several gallery talks scheduled during the exhibit were wellpeople to the Mitchell Gallery. Because of their size and attended.
detail with which they are drawn, the etchings demanded close attention, as demonstrated by Berta Lee of
Annapolis, who used the gallery-supplied magnifying
glasses to study the "Self Portrait with Saskia."

At the exhibit opening, gallery director Hydee Schaller
converses with Frans L.B. Hulsman, the counselor for
press and cultural affairs with the Royal Netherlands
. Embassy in Washington, D. C.
Photos: Keith HaN!ey

Page 7

THE

G 0

I N

G

s

0

Fall 1994

REPORTER

N

s

A N TA

Above: Shakespeare's Tempest takes a humorous turn in this season)s performance by "Shakespeare in Santa Fe" as Caliban (Robert
Murphy), Stephano (Rod Harrison) and Trinculo (Ted Schaeffer, SF96) delight the audience with a drunken plot to assassinate Prospero
and take control of the island. The company was on campus every Friday, Saturday and Sunday evening for six weeks in July and
August, attracting nearly 10,000 spectators. Santa Fe Graduate Institute student Yvonne Woods played Miranda and Santa Fe alumnus Scott Capehart, SF93, performed as the shipwrecked prince, Ferdinand.

F E

Left to right: Martha Black Jordan,
SGI 86, with Santa Fe tutor Torrance
Kirby. Ms. Jordan, bi-lingual poet,
author and trans lator, conducted a poetry
reading on the Santa Fe Campus on July
29 titled "Wrestling with the Angel of
Translation.') Ms. Jordan is the founder
of the Tramontane Poetry Group of
Mexico City, which is dedicated to being a
bridge between the worlds of poetry in
Mexico and North America. She is the
author of a bilingual book of poetry)
Manos en Agua/Hands in Water, and
her translations and poems have appeared
in numerous journals and anthologies.

Left: Santh Fe artist Margaret Lefranc convePses
with a friend during a recent ceremony in which
she donated a major painting to the college.
Ms.Lefranc has exhibited work in the United
States and France, including the New York
World's Fair Fine Arts Exhibition in 1939, the
Art Institute of Chicago, the Corcoran Gallery
in Washington, D.C.) and Galerie Cardo, the
salons d'Automne, des Tuileries, and des Artistes
Franciais in Paris, and the North Miami
Museum of Contemporary Art. Her work also is
included in the collections of the Bellas Artes
Museum in Mexico City and New Mexico
Museum of Fine Arts.

Lynne V Cheney, former chairman of the National
Endowment for the Humanities, spoke in honor of the
thirtieth anniversary of St.John's College in Santa Fe on
October 22 in the Great Hall on the Santa Fe campus.

Left: Television cameramen film St.
john's Search and Rescue member Mary
Freitas, SFBO, during a widely publicized mission in July. Publicity focused
on a conflict between the U.S. Forest
Service and the New Mexico State Police
which hindered efforts to rescue a 14-.
year-old boy scout from Illinois who was
lost in the Pecos Wilderness. St. John's
played a key role in the eventual rescue.
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Santa Fe campus explores the art, science
of permaculture
BY LESLI ALLISON

W

hen Santa Fe residents
were asked this summer
to limit their water consumption voluntarily due to drought
conditions, St. John's College already
was a step ahead. Not only had students, on their own initiative,
installed water-saving shower-heads
in the dorms, the college had already
taken steps toward water conservation in campus landscaping. Since its
construction in the early 1960s, the
college has incorporated native
plants and water conservation elements into its landscape design. This
effort was taken even further, however, when the college contracted with
permaculture
specialist Ben
Haggard, SF79, for the landscaping
of the new dorms. Haggard, whose
father is Santa Fe tutor Dean
Haggard, is widely known for his
contributions in the area of permaculture. According to Grounds and
Landscaping supervisor Pat McCue,
SGI83, the philosophy behind permaculture is to cooperate with
nature through recycling, the use of
native plants and the reduction of
energy consumption, all at an overall

lower cost. "In designing the landscape, wind, sunlight and waterflow
are taken into consideration," McCue
said. "The principal strategy in this
kind of environment is to get water
into the ground, so you do a lot of
berms and water catchments. The
water doesn't run off, you hold it and
the roots get deep, and then they
pretty much take care of themselves."
One of the key ingredients to success in permaculture is the quality of
the soil. Healthy soil is alive with
microbes. These microbes serve to
release the nutrients plants need to .survive. When these microbes die, the
nutrients are locked in the soil.
According to McCue, soil dies whep it
dries up, for instance through wind and
water erosion once trees and other plants
are cut down or removed. The trick,
then is to revitalize the soil with compost which keeps the soil moist, protects it from the sun and allows the
microbes to live.
With this in mind, McCue initiated a composting program last
December. He collects vegetable
wastes from the campus, including
leaves, grass, limbs and brush. He
also collects vegetable wastes from
the kitchen and manure from local

Native plants} many of them edible} take root around the new dorms.

stables. "This is all combined into a
pile," he said. "If it's done properly,
it cooks into a beautiful mulch which
you put around the plants and that's
how you build soil." Finally, of
course, the plants themselves are carefully selected. As it turns out, much
of the landscaping around the new
dorms is edible.
"We have pear trees, apricot trees,
apple trees, cherry trees and servicebe rries, which is a tree," he said.
Non-edible trees include New
Mexican privets, Russian olives, honey
locusts, wafer ashes, and fourteen ponderosa pines. Other edible plants
include raspberries, choke-cherries,
chives, comfrey and beebalm (also
known as oregano de la sierra). Native
shrubs include Apache plume, chamisa,
four-wing saltbush, three-leaf sumac,
winterfat and silvermound. Native
grasses include blue gramma, side oats
gramma and galleta.
It's not all green, however. Among
the newly planted flowers are rosa
rigosa (wild rose), black-eyed susans,
purple coneflowers, iron-weed, butterfly-weed, whirling butterflies, nepeta,
soapwort, blanket daisies, wild irises,
baskets of gold, day 1ilies and numerous other things.

Pat McCue} SCI 83} directs landscaping
on the Santa Fe campus.

A young wafer ash tree prospers during a drought year.

Gone Whalin'
Douglas Hand, ·currently a student in
the Graduate Institute in S~nta Fe}
has recently had a book published entitled Gone Whaling. The following
review was published in the Los
Angeles Times on July 101 1994:

''I

live in New York City now
and I like it here," writes
Douglas Hand, "but I have to
tell you this story." That's his opening sentence, and he keeps up the
combination of simplicity, humility,
and humor all the way through.
Hand's trail, which begins with a
killer-whale totem pole carved by a
Haida Indian in the American
Museum of Natural History, led him
to spend God knows how many
months asking total strangers why

they were driven to make whales the
focus of their entire life's work, be it
science or carving. My take on it is
that Hand was driven to the whales
because the whale is his totem animal
and his spirit animal. He would
probably laugh. I practically did writing it, but there it is. He never once
says anything of the kind, but he is
led so uncoincidentally from one storyteller to another, and is able to
come at our fascination with areas
from so many different angles. Why
killer· whales? he asks each person he
interviews. After a litany of reasons
given to him by one scientist, from
their wildness to their power, Hand
responds: "You could also just say
they eat until they' re full. Then they
stop." Why killer whales?" Hand
asks Dr. Murray Newman, director at

the Vancouver Public Aquarium.
"It's a very symbolic animal,"
Newman replies blandly. Doug Ford,
curator of marine mammals and an
expert on killer whale communication, keeps a similar distance. "Are
they being creative when they make
up a new call?" Hand asks. "Creative?
No," says Ford. Hand visits Ken
Balcomb, head of the Center for
Whale Research, also in Vancouver,
where he sees his first whales close
up. "Did you have a good encounter?"
one of the volunteers asks him. "I
hadn't felt the illumination," Hand
responds honestly "I hadn't crossed
the line." "To us," say Sam, a
Nimpkish Indian Hand meets on a
ferry, "they're people ... All animals
can transform themselves to human
form. They're very much like us. It

has enough food, so it's a very good
life. It's a sensual life. I think that's
the way the Nimpkish used to live.
Food was always very plentiful, so we
had time to play." Back in New York,
reflecting on' the Haid~ carving,
Hand wonders: "Where does one"
creature end and the other
begin?"
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Don Quixote offers
wisdom to graduates
Study in the St. John's College
Graduate Institute need not be
thought of as an interruption in life,
Santa Fe tutor Joan Silver told 2 5
candidates for the Master of Arts at
the G.I. summer commencement.
Drawing on colorful accounts of the
travels of Don Quixote, Ms. Silver
suggested the differences between
stories in books and the realities of
our lives may not be as great as we
often believe.
''I'd like to make the case that the
reading and discussion of works here
at St. John's is (or can be) like the
engagement that one has with life,"
Ms. Silver said. "We say that we read
great books here-we do not say that
we are studying great questions or
great claims on their own. Now great
questions or great claims may be
imbedded in the books that we read
(I suppose that we all hope and
assume that they are), but if we read
only for these, our readings would at
least be much shorter. It seems, too,
that they would be less, compelling.
Even when faced with great questions
we (most of us) are too likely to come
up with familiar answers; and a great
claim, made in the form of an assertion, remains too easily dismissedor embraced. The books are more
haunting than this; they have a life

and depth of their own, a life and
depth that can arise only in our active
presence and struggle with them.
"You are leaving your world of
reading and study in part because of
the fact of a degree which is marked
by this rite of passage. Perhaps as
Don Quixote bought books of
knight-errantry, you too have, as
Cervantes says, 'sold many acres of
arable land' to have this opportunity
of reading and talking about books.
In any case, we see Don Quixote
taken out of his comfortable home
and into the world by a fancy he has
about the intersection of his books
and life.
"You each have what we might
call roles to play in this world to
which you are returning," she continued. "Your relation to these roles and
to your life will have everything to do
with how you take these books-or
in fact your reading of them-with
you when you go.
"Not only Sancho but also Don
Quixote confuses stories and life.
Don Quixote appears both to have
read and to have lived wrongly. He
took something intended as a
romance for something real, and
imposed this fiction on the world
around him. On the other hand, perhaps in his reading he saw something

Annapolis G .I. grants 14
degrees
Visiting tutor and local businessman speaks on
integrating the St. J ohnJs experience into real life.
The positive influences af a liberal
education on life in the business
world was the topic of the commencement address to this year's crop of
mast_er's degree candidates on the
Annapolis campus.
Graduate
Institute alumnus Jeffrey Franklin,
AGI81, spoke to the 14 graduates,
their families and friends on August
12 in the Great Hall.
·
After a welcome by John Verdi,
director of the Graduate Institute,
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the prize for best tutorial essay was
presented to Patricia M. Greer. The
award was given by Betsy Blume,
director of Alumni Activities, on
behalf of the Alumni Association; Ms.
Greer's paper was titled "Can
Philosophers be Friends? Reflections
on Aristotle's Nicomachean Ethics."
President Nelson conferred the
degrees to students from six states
and Ontario, Canada; seven students
were from Maryland.
Mr. Franklin,
who
has
served as· a
v1s1tmg tutor
for the Graduate Institute
since 1982, is
the founder
of Be Beep-A
Toy Shop.
He
sells
"real" toys in
the midst of a
mass market
directed
President Christopher Nelson grants the Masters in Liberal Arts degree to toward pleasMary Anne LeVeque of Takoma Park, Md. Assisting with the accoutrements ing the TV.is tutor Rados/av Datchev. Photo by Keith Harvey.
fed desires of
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real
that
begged for
embodiment. His
reading
changed his
life. As the
awkward
embodiment
of
courage and
compassion
in the form
of a knighterrant, he
introduced
not fiction,
but authenMariam Idriss rejoices on
tic possibility into the
lives of those he happened to meet.
Don Quixote himself was not
exempted from this charmed and yet
real circle; he, too, is recreated by his
own role and his en~ounter through it
with the actuality of the world. Faced
with a failure, he feels the shame that
is often a part of human renewal.
And, faced with the death that
Cervantes reminds us is undeniable for
us all, he experiences a genuine conversion, a return to his own real self.
"Our roles and masks are neither so
eccentric nor so easily identifiable as
Don Quixote's. It may be easier for us
than it was for him to hide in these
roles from the reality of our lives. The
world will, perhaps, bump up against
us less. A mystery or even a good novel
can be a place to disappear into, a vaca-

T

E

receiving her master's degree in Santa Fe.

tion as it were from the moments of
life. So can a role. A role can change
living into a sort of fiction when we
accept it as the final word on who to be
and how to act."
In conclusion, Ms. Silver spoke to
the importance of friendship and conversation as a means of bringing the
possibilities of books into our lives.
"Don Quixote and Sancho Panza in
their friendship become human beings
who see each other clearly beyond the
roles of squire and knight. May you be
blessed with friends with whom to
share stories, books, and talk-fictions-that will take you together to
real friendship beyond such roles. Keep
reading, talking, and living well."

America's
kids.
He
started the
shop with his
wife at a
small location
in downtown
Annapolis
and
has
expanded the
business over
the past 15
years to three
large shops in
the Annapolis
area. Follow- J e/frey Franklin delivers the address at the 16th summer commencement
i ng
are of the Graduate Institute. Photo by Keith Harvey.
excerpts of
How do I see what I do? What
his address:
does
it mean to say this perspective
I think it takes effort to keep your
was
in
part shaped by, and is now
love of learning and pursuit of truth
protected by my liberal educaactive in the face of the pressures of
tion? ... The goals of running a busidaily life, which are connected priness could and should be different
marily to making a living and honorfrom
the goal in a game of
ing increasing responsibilities to
Monopoly-amassing
a fortune by
those you love and to your communibankrupting
your
friends
... You will
ty. There are tensions between action
have
to
formulate
your
own
measure
and contemplation, but this morning
for
success.
Your
education
here
has
I would like to focus on how your
equipped you to examine the worthistudy of the nature of human action
ness of partjcular ends. Your characcan assist you in acting well.
ter
will determine the efficacy of that
Isolating the influence of any parexamination
in your actions. I hope
ticular experience on your life is difgood
character
and good education
ficult, but I can identify two imporwill
enable
you
to define success
tant ways my liberal education
well,
and
good
fortune
and hard work
informs what I do. It helped shape
will enable you to achieve it.
and continues to protect the way I
see what I do, and it is a source of
good counsel.

continued on page 10
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wooden
the classes bring townspeople onto
campus and provide an interesting
sidelight for St. John's students.
Mr. Poston, who led boatbuilding
classes at Mystic Seaport in
Connecticut for seven years, has
taught three classes on the St. John's
campus, in the woodshop of the
Heating Plant. The latest class produced a 16-foot Rhodes Wherry
which will be used as the tender for
the Maryland Dove, a replica of the
pinnace that brought the first settlers
and supplies to the Maryland colony
in 1634. The Dove is berthed at St.
Mary's City in southern Maryland.
Having read about the need for a tender for the Dove, Mr. Poston submitted a design based on the drawings
of a New England wherry, and it was
chosen by the Dove s captain.
"A wherry is a very old style of
boat, probably originally brought
over to the colonies with the British,"
says Mr. Poston. "The lines for this
Rhodes wherry were copied from a
boat in Maine. It was likely used in
the inshore fisheries out of small harbors. The fishermen would haul in
their nets, loading the 400 to 500
pounds of fish right into the little
boat. She can carry a lot of weight and
still move through the water."
The graceful boat has a lapstrake
construction,. which means that the
planks on the side slightly overlap
one another. Even though it was a

H

ow can the activity of
building a boat be like
the activity of making
your way through the St.
John's program? Perhaps both can be
considered activities in which the
wheel is reinvented. In reading the
books and then discussing them, you
don't lean on previously dictated formulas for what it all means.
Everyone figures the readings out for
him/herself, as much as is figurable.
When you build a boat the same sort
of thing has to happen. Because every
batch of wood is different, as is
every interplay of rivet and plank,
plane and keelson, even if you' re following a set of plans, you have to
think and improvise-that is, figure
it out-every step of the way.
When Annapolis athletic director
Leo Pickens asked Clark Poston to
lead traditional boatbuilding classes
at St. John's, he was hoping to reintroduce an activity that had been
popular on campus in the 1940s. The
popularity of boatbuilding here
undoubtedly had more to do with the
college's beautiful location on College
Creek than with the intrinsic merits
of the exercise itself, but boatbuilding
is something many amateurs get
hooked on. You can't really understand what a boat is and what it can
do until you've built one, and reinventing the wheel is always fun when
a pretty vessel is the product. Plus,

1

boats with a unique design, to be
called St. John's Flyers. Mr.
beginner class, Mr. Poston decided to
Pickens hopes to increase community
tackle this rather difficult vessel, with
involvement by having different
a result he calls "fantastic."
local schools and organizations buy
Eight class members, including
the boats; then rowing competione recent graduate of the college,
tions would bring the boat purchasers
worked well over the 7 0 class hours
together with rowers-and also boatplanned to fashion the traditionally
builders-from St. John's.
shaped wooden rowboat. Old and new
tools were used;
Poston's theory is that
you should employ
"whatever is applicable because sometimes
the best tool was
devised in the eighteenth century and
sometimes you need a
new band saw or planer to do the job right."
Different types of wood
were used for different
parts of the boat, for
example white cedar
from North Carolina for
the planking and spruce
for the oars. The result
is a beautiful blend of
wood tones on a vessel
with a lithe shape that
rows easily.
Already there are
requests for another
class,
and
Mr.
Poston
and
Mr.
Pickens are planning a
more ambitious pro- Classic in wood: Boatwright Clark Posten points out the traject-building a series. ditional lines of the rowboat his class built. The boat will be
of small wooden row- used.on the Maryland Dove, a replica of an historic ship.

Annapolis GI Graduation, cont.
PARTICIPATING IN A LARGER ENTERPRISE WITH ITS OWN ENDS

You will not be acting alone. In
earning a living, you will be part of a
larger institution or enterprise with
its own ends. This corporate body
will, in turn, be part of a larger field
of endeavor such as government,
academia, business, or the arts ....
Even if you do not participate
directly in business, you cannot
escape the consequences of business
activities. You will consume the
goods and services businesses provide.
You will work for academic and gov.ernmental institutions supported by
business either dir.ectly or through

Happy graduate Paul Gerard Barker poses with

taxation. The quality of the air you
breathe and the water you drink will
be affected by business activities.
Businesses aim to identify or create a need for goods or services that
they can then satisfy for a profit. The
growth of our economy is built upon
distributing an ever-increasing variety
of needs by manufacturing and distributing an ever-increasing variety
of products and services. It is important to recognize that businesses create needs as well as serving existing
ones ....
The specific need addressed and
enhanced by my industry is a child's
need for toys. Toys are tools for play
and the type of play can be influenced by the choice of tools made
available to a child.
Statistics indicate our children
need lots of toys. Last year they
needed over $13,000,000,000
worth.
The toy industry is a bifurcated
industry divided pretty distinctly
into the mass-market segment and
the specialty segment. The massmarket segment depends heavily on
"hot" toys, fads generated by extensive television advertising and by
licensing-the association of a toy
with a copyrighted character from
movies or Saturday morning television in order to increase the demand
for it ...
his
What's the difference for chil-

. family in front of McDowell. The Barkers are from
Fallston, Md. Photo by Keith Harvey

1

dren? As you can. imagine the

answer to that question
is subject to ferocious
debate within our
industry. the licensors
asserting that a Mighty
Morphin
Power
Ranger space gun has
added play value
because the child can
act out the stories of
the character he knows.
The
anti-licensors
reply that in addition
to being violent, the
pre-established connection with the TV show Jeffrey Lane Edwards of Simsbury, Ct., receives an award from director
narrows the child's play john Verdi for acting as summer activities counselor at the Graduate
by encouraging him to Institute. Photo by Keith Harvey.
. mimic mindless TV
lead inevitably to a particular busiplots ....
ness philosophy any more than it
inevitably leads to a particular politiPERSPECTIVE5 SHAPED BY LIBERAL EDUCATION
cal
philosophy. It does, I think, teach
Now that you know a little about
you
to ask different questions than
the context in which I act, I can come
technical
training does. Whatever
back to a question I posed earlier. What
you
choose
to do, continue to ask
does it mean to say this perspective was
yourself
and
your colleagues quesin part shaped by, and is now protected
tions
about
the
ends of the enterprises
by my liberal education?
in
which
you
are
involved and the
My liberal education compels me
means
it
employs
to
achieve them.
to ask questions beyond "Will it
sell?" I must ask myself, "Will it be
good for the child who plays with
it?" and "Is my store a good place for
parents and children?" I have to
examine the ends of my business
enterprise within the context of my
broader ends as a human being .
A St. John's education does not
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a legacy
on the importance

von
nnapolis tutor emerita Beate

SUNDAY, JULY

17,

Ruhm von Oppen has a
particular interest in the
events of one day-July 20, 1944. On
that date fifty years ago, a group of
Germans attempted to assassinate
Hitler; the effects of their unsuccess-

ful try reverberate even today, as the
world continues to deal with the
legacy of the atrocities perpetrated by
the Nazis. Like all occurrences in his-

Humanity at

tory, this one had many events that
led up to it, and many that followed

Large

from it. Miss von Oppen has for years

BY BEATE RUHM VON 0PPEN

studied German resistance to Hitler,
the various attempts to stop him, and
the repercussions for those who were
discovered. Working for the British
Foreign Office in political intelligence
at the time of the 1944 assassination
attempt, she knew first-hand the
excitement-and the controversythe actions of the German resistance
were causing among the allies: While

ANNAPOLIS,

•MD

When the first news fragments
about the failed attempt to kill
Adolf
the ticker
tape in the. afternoon of July 20,
1944, it was almost unbearably
exciting. I was working in
Political Intelligence lJeoartment
the British Foreign
machine that gave us intercepts of
the German news agency.
..1'1;)1.CiJLC.l.J.

the

was the
thing to do - thc»ugn
it would
the soldiers from the
oath of loyalty they had all sworn to
him personally. Thus, Helmuth
James von Moltke thought it better
and beat the responfor tbe defeat. Moltke was an
international. lawyer
in the
Abwehr, the mlli tary intelligence
as legal adviser to the
Ger.man High Command. He helped
save many lives. He was one
the
victims of the purges carried out
the July 20 assasSi•natioti
attempt.
The judge saw Moltke as at. least
as dangerous to the regime as those
who had taken viol~nt steps to end
it. Moltke had opposed the Nazis
from· the beginning, but had argued
against the assassination and coup
attempts. He did, not think they
would bring about the necessary
change in the German mentality,
young Protestant theologian,
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, held the. oppoHe. thought that

of

tQ

much of the focus from historians has
fallen on the July 20 date, Miss von
Oppen in her work has studied the
whole of the German resistance
movement-"all efforts

to

foil the

intentions of the regime, whether
aimed at its violent overthrow or not,"
she says.
Miss von Oppen has written extensively on the topic, including a book,

Helmuth James von Moltke: Letters to
Freya 1939-1945, and the introduction to the recently re-published book

The Secret War Against Hitler by
Fabian von Schlabrendorff. In July of
1993, she spoke in Berlin at a commemoration of the assassination
attempt; recently she was invited,
along with several other scholars and
historians espousing a variety of views
on German resistance, to speak at
symposium connected with an exhibit
on the movement at the Library of
Congress in Washington, D.C.
The following is an article published in the Los Angeles Times on
Sunday, July 1 7, on the subject of the
overlying importance of the Hitler
plot.

about it~it was his voice. He
denounced the "tiny clique" of traitorous, ambitious and
officers
who had tried to rob the German
people of· its leadership and way
life. The stab in the
of the bat~
tled nation had failed. There would
not. be another 1918. The traitors
would be exterminated mercilessly.
The next day, there
to be
a silver lining in the doud of disappointment when official. word spread
in London that the failure of the plot
might be a good thing. Success
might have made a martyr of Hider
and might not have broken his spell.
And it .might have
a riew legend that

plotter, Hans Oster.
One of their good worKs-1me
successful transfer of a small gr-01.lp of
Jews to Switzerland under the
of German intelligence agents-·Jed
to Bonhoeffer's and von Dohnanyi's

over, their

are still with
us. Divisions between left and right,
even
East and West, persist,
straining German commemorations
of the anti-Hitler resistance. Social
Democrats
want Chancellor
Helmut Kohl to be the main speaker
at the ceremonies
the 50th
anniversary of the assassination
attempt. Some of the people connected with the permanent center of commemoration at the Stauufenbergstrasse
in
are worried that the military Establishment is muscling in ..
Conversely, others object to indud..:
ing exhibits representing Moscow
sponsored groups. Yet the decision
seems right not to censor them, but
to let people make up their own
minds about the likely motives and
relative merits of the diversity of
Germans who opposed, the Nazi
The Allies called the events
July
a' "Generals' Plot." It was a
misnomer,. Obviously, ~ei111::1ws
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he creation of the Santa fe
campus was described in 1966
as "a magnificent achievement, unmatclwd, to our knowledge,
in che contemporary collegiate scene"
by chair Ruth Adams in a report by
the Middle States and North Central
Associations of Colleges and
Secondary Schools. She went on co
say: "This total achievement merits
unstinted admiration."
There have been branch campuses
built within state university systems,
but a college cloning itself at a distance of 2000 miles, spreading a philosophy and methodology of liberal
education, providing within itself a
forum for the exchange of ideas and
discoveries, was unprecedented.
This was no easy task, creating a
college among sage, pinon, jackrabbit
and raven. But Richard Weigle, then
president of St. John's, was
motivated by the
guiding ideal of
centunes
of
intellectual
tradition, as
codified by
Barr and
Buchanan's
Program,
and
the
principle
expressed
by the faculty that
"it is desirable that
t:he St.

Fall 1994
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John's curriculum be
made available to as
many students as
possible."
As with most
things St. John's, it all
began with a conversation. Publicist Milton
Mayer, while visiting
his daughter, in 1959
in Annapolis, was hav1 ng
coffee
w i ch
President Weigle. fie
mentioned that a
group of citizens on
the Monterey Pen111sula wanted to start a
college along the
lines of St. John's,
then asked if Weigle
would be willing to
help. He eagerly
John Gc111· J\11:'1:'1!1 mu! St. John~r Jm:sidmt Richc1rd V(/eigle stm•ey thef!!t!fre site of the ll'estem camp11s. I C)oO.
agreed.
After a prelimiwould be "a bold and imaginative
ty ro spread the word, to provide "a
nary trip to California, Weigle noted
venture which would focus new
twin for the Annapolis campus with
that the local committee "lacked
national attention ... on the college." It
concomitant interchange of ideas, facthe administrative rnlent
would provide for the exchange of
ulty, and students," proved unyieldand the financial hackstudents, faculty and ideas, and a
mg.
ing essential to the
western branch of "the Program"
Weig le rec om menJed that St.
project." But the
would be a useful goad to educational
John's take the initiative and created
hook had been set,
thinking across the country. As to the
a faculty committee to explore the
the dust blown off
obvious fears of siphoning funds from
feasibility of such an undertaking.
of the machinery.
Annapolis's coffers, the new campus
Their study revealed that applicants
Mr. Weigle menwould be supported by money from
for admission were steadily growing,
tions in his book
California and the west which was
and that expanding the student body
The Colonization of a
not available to Annapolis.
in Annapolis would jeopardize the
College that "there
At the board meeting, the ayes
distinctive intimacy and efficacy of
was little to justify
carried the motion with only one disthe St. John's community. Expansion
embarking upon a
senting vote. Weigle would spearwas not an option. The faculty cast a
western venture. Yet
head the building of a second campus
split decision in favor of colonization.
there seemed to be a
at a site to be determined.
Robert Bart, chair of the commitchallenge in the concept
A TIME J1Iagazine article on St.
tee, recalls "the decision was preceded
of a second campus that I
John's decision to colo,nize generated
by a lot of talk and discussion with a
for one could not escape."
3 2 in vi rations across the country
great deal of enthusiasm and opposiThe opportunifrom
prospective locations. These
tion."
were narrowed to three in California:
The concerns were legion. Among
the Mission Inn in Riverside,
them were: the task of training new
Claremont Colleges, and the
faculty to carry the program indepenMonterey Peninsula. Weigle and his
dently; funding; splitting the presiwife, Mary, traveled to Denver in
dent's time between the two campusJanuary 1961 for a meeting of the
es; and the objection that this diviAssociation of American Colleges.
sion at the cellular level would dissiAfterward, they had planned to visit
pate the college's energies, which
the sites and report back to the faculshould be aimed at perfecting the
ty.
curriculum.
While her husband was busy
On the other side, Weigle
attending meetings, Mary looked forclaimed a second campus of
ward to a day of relaxing in Denver.
300 students
As she descended in the elevator, an
"inner voice" said, "Go back co your
room." She brushed it aside, placed
her key at the front desk, and started
to walk out the from doors. The voice
became more agitated, "Go back to
your room!" Annoyed, she returned,
slamming the door, then underneath
the echoes of her anger, heard the
phone ring. It was Robert McKinney,
a former member of the board, publisher of the Sama Fe Neu• Mexican,
and then ambassador to Switzerland.

64
His message was short, "Have you
ever thought of bringing St. John's
College to Santa Fe?"
Weigle visited Santa Fe, where
John Gaw Meem, at a luncheon at his
house, asked Weigle how much land
he would need for the new college.
Weigle was ready with the answer.
Doubling the size of the Annapolis
property, he responded, "Seventy
acres." Meem motioned over his
shoulder saying, "I have some property over the hill here that I would like
to give to the college if it moves to
Santa Fe." Only later did Weigle
understand why so many at the luncheon appeared surprised: The gift
was more than 2 00 acres of gently
sloping mountain property.
Upon his return, Weigle suggested that a faculty committee be
appointed to review each of the four
sites. In February 1961, Douglas
Allanbrook, Robert Bart, William A.
Dar key, Jr. and Barbara Leonard,
accompanied by Weigle, traveled
west.
The Mission Inn was rejected
because of proximity to Los Angeles
and its growing smog, lack of room

for an athletic field, and, on the
lighter side, recounts Mr. Bart, the
committee wondered what the college would do with the five bars
located in the resort. The offer to
build a sixth college within the
Claremont cluster was also turned
down because of insufficient space
and the inevitable competition for
funds. And finally, Monterey reluctantly was crossed off the list because the
property's topography (beautiful hillsides sloping down to the Pacific) presented many difficulties for a college.
The faculty committee unanimously recommended Santa Fe for
several reasons: In 1956, several citizens had formed a committee to
build a small, excellent, liberal arts
college with integrated studies, seminar system, superior library, intramural athletics, and a relationship to
the Presbyterian Church. Santa Fe's
welcome was magnificent, financial
support seemed adequate, the cultural orientation of the city was inviting
("there were at least a dozen private
art galleries," says Weigle in
Colonization), the gift of land was
very generous, and there was no
institution like St. John's would be
from the Texas border to Colorado to
the West Coast. St. Michael's College
(now College of Santa Fe) at that
time was mostly oriented to priestly
vocations. The Presbyterian College
committee threw their full support to
St. John's, and, said Mr. Darkey, "The
people of Santa Fe were very warm,
hospitable, and open. They made the
site committee feel very comfortable
and welcome." Whereas the people of

replied, "No."
Monterey had said how lucky for the
On April 22,
college to be located on the peninsula, the people of Santa Fe considered
1963, John Meem,
using the same shovthemselves lucky for the college to be
el that broke ground
built in their city.
Mr. Darkey recalls that Santa Fe
for
the
Key
Auditorium and
was chosen, in part, because of the
Mellon Hall in
marvelous gift of land from the
Meems, who "had a good sense of
Annapolis, initiated
construction of the
community. They; with several others, wanted to do something for Santa
Santa Fe campus.
As the student
Fe. And we felt quite strongly that
center, science labothis college needed to be a part of a
ratories, Santa Fe
community because the college by
Hall, and the upper
nature is part of a community. There is
dormitories rose
a continuum; liberal education leads to
from the dust of
participation in a community."
The faculty agreed, and then on
construction and
the frantic search
February 22, 1961, so did the board.
for funds, another
The following two years boiled
with planning and fundraising activiproblem had to be
resolved: capable
ties. Land for the new college had to
faculty. The first
be assembled, the master plan preorder was to select a
pared, and the college Polity had to
dean. A committee
be amended to make the new campus
of tenured tutors
legal. The architectural firm of
recommended
Holien and Buckley, John Meem's
Clarence Kramer, a
successor firm, developed the master
plan, and Weigle stoked the fund1949 graduate and
raising fires. He estimated that the
tutor for nine years.
first eight years of the new campus
Tutors were canwould bottom line at $12M.
vassed as to their
Foundation funds, half of the
interest in being pioneeded money, dribbled in pathetineers. Of those
cally. The second phase of large indiexpressing a desire,
vidual donors proved more encouragten were chosen.
ing. Yet, by February 1963, in spite
Seven had a cumulaof the generosity of Santa Fe citizens
tive total of 98 years of St. John's teachand others, only half of the $4M
ing experience.
needed for construction and expenses
By the summer of 1964, the
for the first year of operation had
dream, the challenge, had molded
been received. But Weigle was not
form and matter into a new entity.
the sort of person who would enterWeigle says:
tain possibilities of failure. Once,
St. john's College in Santa Fe was a
recalled Mr. Darkey, Weigle and a
reality after three and a half years of
few others were looking at the camplanning, building, staffing, and
pus at 10 p.m. when Weigle pointed
fundraising. Once again the College had
to one of the globe lights that lit the
proven itself an educational pioneer. It
paths and said, "There are too many
demonstrated the feasibility of establishof those things, get
rid of that one." It
immediately went
out. "We all laughed
about that," said Mr.
Dar key.
"Defeat wasn't in
his character," said
Mr. Bart. "He had
certain faith that the
college would not go
bankrupt. I al ways
compared him to
Don Quixote, which
was a favorable comparison in my estimation, in that where
everybody else saw
one thing, he saw a
rosy future." When
asked if the new venture might fail, he
curtly and firmly
Construction of the Santa Fe campus, 1963.

NI
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ing
a second
campus as an
alternative to constant growth and
enlargement of existing camp us es. Through duplicating
itself St. john's reaffirmed its faith
in the small college as an ideal learning community for both student and
teacher. ..
The combination of a promotional
film produced in 1961 and a 1963
article in the Saturday Review by
David Boroff spawned 420 formal
applications for admission for the two
campuses, practically twice the number from the previous year. By the
end of September 1964, the campus
was ready to receive the first batch of
students. Well, almost.
continued on page 21
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Glenn Ballard, editor -

Alumni in Performing Arts

Building Bridges to the College and Community
n Annapolis, which has one of the
more continuously active chapters
in the country, we have had a particularly energetic year. Besides the
monthly luncheon group, there were
three dinners with programs,. as well
as several seminars. The luncheon
group continued to invite prominent
Maryland politicians to become better acquainted with the college,
among them Delegate Clarence
Davis, an African-American legislative
leader; Ellen Sauerbrey, a Republican
State Delegate seeking her party's
nomination for Governor; and Lyn·
Nofziger, a prominent Republican
operative currently aiding the gubernatorial campaign of Rep. Helen
Bentley. Additionally, two alumni
addressed the group: Dr. David
Krimins '63 on the pulmonary system, and Dr. John Hedeman, '43 on
Winston Churchill.
The dinners included a presentation by tutor Tom May on Durham
Cathedral in England, which was built
in the I Ith Century and is notable
for its architectural evolution, reflecting the transition from the
Romanesque to the Gothic as dominant styles in Medieval Europe. In
March, the chapter joined with the
Annapolis Symphony to plan a dinner and lecture to be followed by a
concert featuring selections by
Stravinsky and Rachmaninov. Friends
of the College were invited to participate. The lecture was given by Eric
Stoltzfus, who is currently in charge
of the College's Music Library. In the
Spring, the chapter was addressed by
Adam Wasserman, '76A an alumnus
currently advising the State
Department on issues arising from
the disintegration of the Soviet
Union. The program was cosponsored by the student's Political
Forum. He particularly spoke to the
political and economic prospects of
the non-Russian republics, and of the
tensions and strengths in their rela-

tionship with the Russian Federation.
The seminars were kicked off by
tutor Lawrence Berns in February,
with Lincoln readings and an essay of
his own, in honor of the I 6th president. The discussion was lively, particularly since two of the participants
were Southerners by birth, and could
offer a more ambivalent perspective
on the Civil War. There was a subsequent seminar on a selection from
tutor Wendy Allanbrook's recent
book on Mozart and dance motif, led
by the author and drawing nearly as
many tutors as alumni. The musicological issues led to a strong discussion of broader aesthetic and cultural
topics. Shortly afterwards, tutor and
alumnus Sam Kutler led a seminar on
Plato's Divided Line, and the ensuing
discussion provided quite a different
perspective from freshman year, as
might be imagined. Finally, a special
seminar in honor of the late James
Tolbert was led by Hugh McGrath,
with readings from George Orwell
and James Tolbert on the issue of
lucidity in English and its relationship
to clarity in thought and public life.
Inevitably, the topic of political correctness arose, with a surprising
diversity of perspectives articulately
argued.
Credit must be given to the
chapter president, Joel Lehman, for
his vigorous leadership, as well as the
vice president and program chairman, Jack Carr, who was particularly
helpful on the Symphonic Evening
and the two newsletters published
this year. Irving Wasserman put
together the seminar program,
Michael Blume oversaw immediate
arrangements and helped on the
newsletters, and, of course, the
Alumni Office provided a great deal
of backup. Also, the chapter is gratef u I to all those who spoke or led
seminars, and to the food service for
its attentiveness in the course of the
year.

Please call those listed below for information
about alumni activities in each area.

(212) 463-7392
PHILADELPHIA: Jim Schweidel
(215) 836-7632
PORTLAND: Dale Mortimer
(206) 737-7587
RICHMOND: Maya Hasegawa
(804) 355-5095
SACRAMENTO: Arianne Laidlaw
(916) 362-513 I or Helen Feeley
(916) 452-1082
ST. LOUIS: Lorin Cuoco (314) 935-5576 or
(314) 725-8972 (W)
SAN FRANCISCO/NORTHERN CALIFORNIA: Toni Wilkinson (415) 255-2255 or
(415) 550-1280 (W)
SANTA FE: John Pollak (505) 983-2144 or
Cindy Jokela (505) 984-6103
SEATTLE: Jim Doherty (206) 937-8886
WASHINGTON, D.C: Sam Stiles
(30 I) 424-9 I 19

ALBUQUERQUE: Harold M. Morgan, Jr.
(505) 256-0294
ANNAPOLIS: Joel D. Lehman
(410) 956-2814
AUSTIN: Paul Martin (512) 327-6854
BOSTON: Alvin Aronson (617) 566-6657
BUFFALO/ROCHESTER/TORONTO: Hank
Constantine (716) 586-5393
CHICAGO: Rick Lightburn (312) 667-0068
or Amanda Fuller (312) 337-4105
DALLAS/FORT WORTH: Suzanne Doremus
(817) 496-8571 or Jonathan
Hustis (214) 340-8442
LOS ANGELES: Julia Takahashi
(3 I 0) 434-7624
MINNEAPOLIS/ST. PAUL: Glenda Eoyang
(612) 783-1405 or (612) 379-3883 (W)
NEW YORK: Sylvia Hermanson
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his past summer, at the 25th
reunion of the first class to
begin at the Santa Fe campus,
an editor of this publication asked me
to put together a piece on the particu1ar perspective of St. Johnnies who
work in the performing arts. I wrote to
the 30-odd alumni who are so listed in
the alumni register. Two months later,
it appeared that the opening generalization of my article would have to be
something like the following:
"The kind of person who went to
St. John's and now works in the performing arts is the kind of person who
doesn't discuss it"
Just as I began to panic, letters
started arriving. True, most were my
own, still sealed and returned undeliverable. But a few contained replies. So
what follows are some thoughts from
me and my respondents to several
questions that essentially boil down to
one: How
has your
time at St.
john's influenced your
life as an
artist?
Actually,
I put this
central
question
this way in
my letter:
"How do
Amlin Gray
people still
living out and/or reacting against the St
John's paradigm of the examined life
relate that way of living to their lives as
artists?" Only one respondent says that
she doesn't relate it at all. Having
worked in film in various capacities
(now working in the field of mental
health), she dismisses the whole St.
John's experience for the narrow cultural and especially the single-gender
perspective of the curriculum. She
ascribes her estrangement from St.
John's ("I never think about it") to her
feminist perspective. It seems also to
result from a pronounced version of a
discovery that many St. Johnnies make.
When you're away from St John's for
even a brief
time even, while
s t i I I
enrolledfor
a
Christmas
vacation,
t h a t
intensely
involuted
learning
community
feels like it's
Kari Jensen
on
the
moon. This

respondent
reports that,
several
years out of
Santa Fe,
she took a
documentary
film
crew that
was recordthe
ing
American
Scene to
Andrew White
hear a tutor
giving a guest
lecture in Los Angeles. At that distance
in time from her enrollment, his talk
left her gaping. "INCOMPREHENSIBLE!" she writes.
At the opposite pole, a New York
actress, an Annapolis graduate, writes
that it is the tenor of discourse outside
St. John's from which she feels
estranged. "With the Balkanization of
our society the profusion of non-conversation, slogans and sound bites, I
have found it increasingly difficult to
have real discussions/arguments without risking total alienation. Romantic,
perhaps, but I have felt that with at
least some of my friends from St.
John's it has been possible to argue,
disagree, and remain friends. There
seems to be a tacit understanding that
the truth is not fixed in the mire of
dead opinion but is rare and precious
and requires diligent, unceasing pursuit."
At this summer's reunion, I had a
startling reencounter with St. John's
style significant discourse. This was in
the seminar that was part of the threeday proceedings.
The subject
w
a
s
Conrad's

The Shadow
Line, chosen (by former Dean
Kramer,
who
led
the session)
because its
theme is
the passage
from youth
to maturity.
Greg Congleton
We twenty
or so 25ers, having crossed the line
out of or into the shadow (Conrad
never specifies on which side maturity
lies), sat down in a room where all of
us had had classes at one time or
another. For most, as it appeared to
me, it was all at once as if this were a
Thursday evening and they had assembled the previous Tuesday evening and
every Tuesday and Thursday all year.
They were off like a shot. From Mr.
Kramer's First Question they were
right onto the Last Questions of the
Cosmos.
Left in the dust, I sat there flabbergasted. As a playwright my tendency,
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nBY MARK MIDDLEBROOK

n the March 1994 issue of this newsletter
("Alumni Online: the St. John's
Conversation Goes Electronic." page 16), I
reported on the inchoate attempts of a small
but adventurous group of alumni to communicate by computer and modem. Since then
these early, groping efforts have blossomed
into a steady conversation, thanks to the
establishment of an electronic "meeting
place'' and the ongoing interest of alumni.

I

•ANATOMY OF A MAILING LIST

The alumni "meeting place" is a computer
that is connected to the Internet and that
receives, stores, and transmits email messages
automatically. The computer is called a "mail
server" and the messages and people among
whom messages flow are called a mailing list.
Alumnus Rich Green (SF87) set up the alumni mailing list on a mail server he administers
at Stanford University. (Thus the list isn't
sponsored or controlled by the College or
the Alumni Association; it's simply a convenient way for alumni to converse with one
another.)
The mailing list acts something like a
hybrid of a post office, a magazine, and a
seminar. Alumni subscribe to the mailing list
by sending an email message via the Internet
to the mail server's administrative, or
"mailserv", address. This action is equivalent
to subscribing to a magazine, except that neither the mail server nor the Internet charges
you anything. Once you've subscribed to the
list, you receive, as email, copies of each message that gets posted to the list. Messages get
posted, in the form of email messages sent to
a slightly different Internet address, by the
same alumni who subscribe. Thus posting a
message Is aKi11 to se11di11g a letter to the editor of the magazine, except that: (I) the letter is guaranteed to be published, (2) the
magazine consists of nothing but letters to
the editor, and (3) there is no editor. (By
now you're probably longing for the conceptual simplicity of, say, the
waveparticle duali-

and when not my tendency my selfpoliced practice, is to hold off interpretation till a late stage of revision. It's
true that we weren't writing The
ShadowLine, we were reading it; but
even as a dramaturg (a literary advisor
for theaters) my whole training is to
devote all my initial effort to seeing a
work (whether a new play still under
revision or a classic) on its own terms:
what's happening here, why is it happening and why to precisely these people, why is x element included and y
element left out, where on a scale
from photographic to essentialized
(abstracted) does the play stake its
claim to reality? In the seminar room,
speaker after speaker ventured the
broadest, most exposed and personal
philosophical statements.
I was shocked: No one was discussing the book! Eventually, though, I
began to admire what people were
doing. What's a book for, after all? Its
dimensions, its proportions are important to somebody working on it technically, say as a dramaturg works on a
play, but ultimately what's its usefulness? The people in the seminar were
using The Shadow Line as a springboard
to attempt new heights in the develop-
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It's important to realize that mailing lists
aren't limited to people with full Internet
access (e.g., students at most universities,
government workers, and employees of larger companies). Most commercial online services, such as CompuServe and America
Online, can send email to and receive it from
Internet addresses, and that's all you need.
For example, I don't have an Internet
account, but I do subscribe to CompuServe,
which allows me to be a full participant in the
mailing list discussions. (CompuServe charges
me for this privilege on the basis of the number and length of messages sent and
received.)
•THE CYBERCOFFEE SHOP AND ESEMINARS

Those are some of the technical details of
the mailing list. In practice what we've got is a
cross between a seminar and a coffee shop
discussion. Alumni can post messages on any
subject they like, with the proviso that a message's title should bear some resemblance to
its content, and messages about the same
subject should use the same title. This convention helps participants mentally group
messages that are intended to be part of the
same conversation (since all messages arrive
in one's mailbox in the same, undifferentiated
fashion). Conversation about one subject will
flow and ebb over the course of days or
weeks, depending on the level of interest and
activity. The topics of conversation have been
many and various, including the source of
moral and aesthetic judgments, the sexual
orientation nondiscrimination issue, how
alumni make their way in the world, skepticism vs. dogmatism, whether 'tis better to
buy or borrow books (and whether Quality
Paperback Books is a good place from which
to buy them), the unity of the campuses,
movies, and, of course, the St. John's curriculum.
Amidst the general chatter, alumni have
led and participated in three electronic seminars (or "e seminars", as alumnus Owen
Goldin dubbed them): Gandhi's All Men Are
Brothers, some of Shakespeare's sonnets, and
Vaclav Havel's essay, "The Power of
the Powerless". Messages that are
part of a seminar appear just like any
other message; again, the message
titles help sort out conversations. The most intriguing characteristics of an eseminar are
that it happens over weeks
rather than in the space of two
hours, and that one can respond to different parts of the discussion. The first characteristic can cause a certain diffuseness in the

ment of their own philosophical systems. How long had it been since I,
even outside of my professional function, had had the seriousness and
courage to use a book that way? This
was, for me, one very intense seminar.
One theme that emerges in my letters from artist St Johnnies is intimidation. The List gave one actress "the
sense that all the great works have
already been written, which seemed
sometimes to produce a sort of paralysis of imagination." A fellow actor
echoes her concern: "At first the education got in the way of my performances. I found myself thinking too
methodically about each scene, and so
a certain creative edge was lacking. It
took me years to liberate my mind to
the point where I could trust my spontaneous instincts onstage. The St.
Johnnie and the actor should, ideally,
each inform the other, but it has taken
years for me to reach the point where
the two work well in tandem."
The same respondent writes of the
vital importance to the actor of adopting "a wholeheartedly and with a mind
totally positive"
the viewpoint
cont. on pg. 20

I
conversation (since it evolves slowly and one
has to keep the discussion in mind over a
long time), but it also encourages more careful replies and longer reflection. The second
characteristic means that eseminars often will
branch in several directions at once, rather
than forge one more-or-less well-defined
path.

to the mailing list.

UNSUBSCRIBE JOHNNY
tells the mail server to remove you from the
subscriber list, so that you no longer receive
mailing list messages.

•GETTING CONNECTED

SET JOHNNY MAIL DIGEST

To take part in the alumni mailing list, you
need a computer, a modem, and email
access to the Internet. Following is a brief
description of how to join and participate.
The instructions assume that your modem,
communications software, and Internet connection are already set up.
To subscribe to the alumni mailing list,
compose an email message that says only:

turns on "digest mode" which means that
you'll receive just one message per day that
contains all of that day's traffic. This is a useful
option, since the alumni mailing list can generate from a few to over a dozen messages
per day. I find that receiving all of them in
one neat package each day is more convenient than a mail box full of individual messages.
One caveat: if your connection to the
Internet is via CompuServe or another commercial online service (e.g., America Online),
then you'll need to write the addresses so
that the service knows to send messages to
the Internet In the case of CompuServe, the
convention is to precede the address with
">INTERNET:", like so:

SUBSCRIBE JOHNNY your name
This text must be in the body of the message; the message title doesn't matter. "Your
name" is the name by which you want to
identify yourself to others who participate in
the alumni mailing list. It need not (and generally should not) be your email address,
since the mail server extracts your address
automatically from the message header. Send
the message to:

>INTERN ET:mai lservslyman.stanford.edu
and:

mailserv@lyman.stanford.edu

>INTERNET:johnnyelyman.stanford.edu

When the mail server software receives
your message, it "reads" your email address
and the instruction contained in the message
body, and then carries out the instruction (in
this case, adding you to the list of subscribers). From that time forward, you'll
receive all the public messages from other
alumni.
You only use the above address for
instructing the mail server in how to treat .
you. To send a public message to other
alumni who are subscribed to the list, send it
to:

•A WORD

johnnyelyman.stanford.edu
These two operations, subscribing and sending messages, are all you need to do to participate. The mail server provides several
other useful commands, which, like SUBSCRIBE JOHNNY, you can execute by sending them in the body of a message to
mailserv@lyman.stanford.edu.
REVIEW JOHNNY
sends you a list of alumni who are subscribed

8. MEREDITH BURKE, Ph.D.
22996 Standing Oak Court
Cupertino, CA 95014
(408) 9730963
Dear Mr. Ballard,
My life has had two speeds: stagnation and
overdrive. As it seems to be headed into
the latter gear, I thought I would bring my
classmates up-to-date. This summer I and
Aliza Kolker (of George Mason University.
Fairfax, Va.) are celebrating the publication
of our book Prenatal Testing: A Sociological
Perspective (Greenwood Press). It is based
on a decade of research we conducted on
genetic counselors and their clients for prenatal diagnosis.
Meanwhile I have re.ceived a Laurel
Foundation grant, to support me and my
computer analyst in analyzing twenty years
of fertility data supplied me by the California
Dept. of Health Services. I anticipate the
results, which will document the precise
contributions of different immigrant groups
to the Baby Boom currently being experienced in this state, will be politically explosive though demographically sound.
I continue to try for a career as a newspaper columnist, a sort of academic version
of Ellen Goodman-Anna Quindlen. I have
had four articles to date in The Wall Street
Joumo/ (last December's on our educational
neglect of our gifted children brought me

ON "NETIQUETTE"

Anyone who's spent much time using email,
particularly among groups of strangers, knows that
misunderstandings can occur more easily than in
face-to-face conversations. Email messages lack
tone of voice, facial expression, and physical gesture, all of which can be as important as one's
words in conveying meaning. for eXaI11ple, it's surprisingly easy for one person's intended irony or
playfUlness to be read by another person as hostility. The potential for misunderstanding is not a
reason to avoid contmversy (of which the alumni
mailing list has had plenty), but ft does suggest a
scrupulous concern for clarity. If you're new to
electronic communications, you might want to
play the prospective student in seminar for a few
days: listen to the conversation, note the protocol,
and ask questions in the coffee shop before you
let everyone have ft with both intellectual barrels.
Alumnus David Grey Stahl (AN' 85) has prepared a file containing answers to frequently asked
questions (or, in Internet lingo, "FAQ") which
includes some email etiquette pointers. You can
receive this document by sending the command:
GET
PUB/JOHNNY
FAQto
mailserv@lyman.stanford.edu.

letters and phone calls from around the
country from desperate parents) plus others .
in Newsweek, The New York Times, The Los
Angeles Times, and the San Jose Mercury
News. If any St Johnnie has an "in" with any
newspaper publisher, I'd be delighted to
exploit it then.last fall taught the graduate
health policy class at. San Jose State
University: a fascinating time to do so! I was
especially proud of the sections of my syllabus dealing with women as an emerging
force in shaping health policy and with the
cost/benefits of psychotherapy. Because of
my earnings as a writer and activist, I have
lacked health coverage for all but one three
month period of the last three years. Dr.
Kolker, covered under Blue Cross of
Northern Virginia, has just been informed
they will not pay for the bone marrow
transplant recommended for her inflammatory breast cancer (at age 46). Perhaps The
Reporter would like to conduct a forum
among alumni on the topic of health care?
I have been divorced since 1978 from
the husband I met via Susan Kennedy (Hide)
'66. As a demographer I am a devout believer in matchmaking, so I welcome introductions to civilized, nonsexist men with a
sense of humor.
B. Meredith Burke, Ph.D. (A67)
(formerly Barbara Goldberg)
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It's
or some, Homecoming is
simply an enjoyable gettogether, but for many it
can be a life-changing experience,
says Santa Fe alumni director Cindy
Jokela. During the past few years,
attendance at the Santa Fe
Homecoming has increased dramatically. This summer, more than 200
participants, including families,
turned out for the festivities. In the
following interview, Ms. Jokela
explains some of the changes that
have occurred and some of the reasons
Homecoming is bringing more
] ohnnies together each year.
What has drawn more alumni to homecoming in recent summers?
I think it has a lot to do with involving more people. Each reunion class
has a committee which has great
input into the planning and execution of their reunion. We also stay in
contact with the alumni involved
throughout the year, through correspondence and projects like putting
together class notes. Often alumni see
a picture along with the notes, which
brings back a lot of memories.
I also respond to suggestions from
the previous years. For instancet this
past summer we had more class-specific activities. Homecoming in Santa
Fe started out fairly small. As it grew,
it became clear that in addition to the
class seminar it would be good to
have some other activities specifically
for the individual classes and
Graduate Institute alumni. This year,
for example, we had class dinners and
a wine and cheese reception for G.I.
alumni. The class of '79 had a do-ityourself dinner off campus which was
a good icebreaker.
The class of '84 was interested in
seminars and had two seminars,

about which I heard great feedback,
particularly the one on fine arts.
Actually, we are thinking of expanding on that and offering a full week
of fine arts during the alumni program next summer. We have many
alumni who are involved in the arts
and it will be interesting to those
who are not directly involved in the
arts as well. It will also giv~ the
alumni a look at what the seniors in
Santa Fe are doing in the fine arts
program.
This Homecoming we had an all
alumni seminar on an Eastern reading
that was not class specific. Although
that had been offered in the past, the
participation had not been strong.
This year we had a long waiting list!
So, in addition to the class specific
seminars, we will probably offer a
couple of all alumni seminars in the
future.
I think the overall success of
Homecoming and the Alumni
Program weeks depends on being
very responsive to the needs and
interests of the alumni. Then, of
course, we also try to make the weekend itself as fun and as fulfilling as
possible.

What do alumni get out of the weekend?
I know that for a lot of people it's a
very good time with a lot of socializing, with a different kind of conversation in seminar, and with some nostalgia. It's great to be back on campus and in Santa Fe. But in thinking
back on the words and phrases I hear,
and also why it means a lot to me to
put the Homecoming weekend
together, what stands out is the talk
of the richness and depth of people's
experience, the various ways this
Homecoming has enriched their
lives. For me it has to do with getting beyond the fun and
nostalgia to a. deeper feeling about what St. John's
and the relationships that
were formed here meant
to people, and what this
place continues to mean
to them.
The Homecoming
weekend can be very
intense, it can encapsulate
aspects of the St. John's
experience for alumni, but
with the life experience
and maturity that the
intervening years have
given them. It's interesting that some people from
the class of '7 4 had mentioned to me independently that there was
something special that
happened when they· came
together after 20 years
Sally Gross, daughter of Kate and David Gross (both that hadn't quite hapSF7 4) enjoys the Alumni Picnic.
pened when they were

Santa Fe tutor William Darkey addresses the Alumni Association, July, 1994: "I think I should
try to say something about what the Instruction Committee is in general. You, as students may have
been vaguely aware of its existence as a sort of mysterious Star Chamber. Or possibly as those six
oracles who regularly face the questions offreshmen at their induction when they inevitably ask
'Why are there no Eastern books on the reading list?' and 'What can you actually DO when you get
out of here?"'

Instruction Committee, 1969. "The object {of the Instruction Committee} then, as now, was to find
a way to preserve the curriculum as its radical self, and yet to be able to make changes that might
improve it. NO SMALLJOB!"- William Darkey

students.
It might sound dramatic, but it
can really make some changes in how
people look at aspects of their life. A
lot of people talk about it as a kind of
renewal. One person said it was not
only a confirmation of her past but of
her present and future. Conversations
over the weekend helped not only
resolve issues of the past but gave her
a sense of her potential as an individual. For others it is primarily a
relaxed good time.
Many alumni talk about the
importance of the college in their life.
The class of '69 had an "unseminar,"
a roundtable discussion. They talked
specifically about how they felt the
St. John's experience had affected
their lives. They raved about that
conversation. One person thought a
similar conversation was an absolute
must for the 30th reunion.
Did any one event stand out at this
Homecoming?

I think the dinner on Saturday night
is always a special event. It's the only
sit-down dinner where everyone is
together. Someone from each reunion
class gives a toast to the class, which
is often entertaining, often moving.
I think for each person it was
something different. For some people
it's the seminar, for others it's casual
conversations with their classmates,
or just being back at the college and
back in Santa Fe. Participants often
refer, sometimes in surprise, to the
gifts that come in the form of conversations they have had, the interaction.
They are thankful for the opportunity
to come together.
Do many families attend Homecoming?
Quiet a few, yes. We ask people ahead
of time if we can help them with
babysitting, then we round up students and a location. We like to be
sure it's as easy for alumni with families to come as those without families. Probably the most enjoyable
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event we've had for families with kids
is the reunion picnic. We have games
for both children and adults. Children
are also welcome at the president's
brunch and the class gatherings.
When can people expect to see information
about next year's Homecoming?

The first letters to people in the
reunion classes are going out now.
Homecoming is scheduled for July
21-23. In the next Reporter we'll have
more information as well. The
brochure itself goes out in late March
so everyone should receive it by the
first part of April.
The undergraduate reunion classes
that will be getting together are '70,
'75, '80, '85 and '90, along with all
G.I. alumni. This will be our first five
year undergraduate class reunion. We
also expect and welcome all the people
who are not in the reunion classes.
Homecoming is for all alumni.
For more information about
Homecoming or alumni programs,
and to volunteer to help with planning, contact the Alumni Office in
Santa Fe.

Homecoming Dinner, 1994
Above: George Bingham, SF66, speaks
about Roger Peterson: We all learned from
.Roger Peterson both in the formal settings
of the classroom, and while we were
sprawled in less formal discussion on his
living room floor. And we learned from his
example, from his disciplined approach to
the materials, and the books that we read,
and the excitement that he brought to the
world around him, and to us. And we
learned from his example as he transformed a group of ramshackle adobe outbuildings into wonderful living spaces and
studio Jpaces.

Steadman on Aristotle's Ethics. The preceptorial met twice a week, so on average,
we should have read one book a session,
there being, as you recall, ten books in
Aristotle's Ethics. That, in fact, was our
plan. Howeve1~ not all the ten books of
Aristotle's Ethics have the same number of
pages. I'm quantitative, I counted them;
] ack's quantitative, he counted them. We
noticed that they're not all the same size;
some have more, some have less. I suggested
to Jack as we were about to face Book 7
that we might want to modify that plan.
But jack resisted. He said, "Well, Book
7, you know, it's long, but it's boring."
Jack Steadman and his wife Anne
have been parts of the St. john's College
community for more than thirty years and
.Above: Rick Lightburn, SF76, speaks
about jack Steadman: Seventeen years
ago, I was in a preceptorial with Jack

Jack has brought a sense of intensity and a
sense of affection and a sense of humor to
his teaching and to his collegiality, and to
his friendship.

Medical ethics, Eastern works foster
alumni discussion
BY LESLI

A

Above: Randal Pair, SF74, about Roger Peterson: Roger introduced to many johnnies the
true joy of biology, in his work and most of all by introducing us to Farley Moab's book,

Never Cry Wolf.
One other aspect of a St. ] ohn's alum, I guess, is that he or she leads an examined life.
And Roger, having helped us, many of us, to do that for ourselves, is now trying to help the
body politic of this nation examine its political life, particularly in the management of
public lands.
I

Beverly Angel, SGI89, speaks about Jill
Wilkinson (with Sharon Bishop, left):
I'm pretty certain that most of you here
probably never heard Jill Wilkinson's
name before tonight. You may have been
wondering why we in the Alumni
Association want to make her one of us. If
I were to trumpet all the ways that Jill
has been a friend to this college, I know
that she'd be sitting there stammering and
blushing pretty quickly and all of you
would be wishing that we would get it
over with, because it would go on forever.
When I went back to Austin and
wanted to organize an Austin chapter of
the Alumni Association, I gave Jill a call
to invite her to join us. And I was really
surprised by her response: She seemed really
surprised that we would want her to join
us, because, she sai~ "I'm not really one of
you, because I was never an alumna of the
college." Well, tonight we want to change
that.

ALLISON

n unusually hot summer in
Santa Fe didn't keep alumni
away from Homecoming and
the St. John's Summer Alumni
Program. Approximately 200 alumni
and family members attended the
Homecoming weekend and more
than 70 enrolled in seminars and precepts during the program weeks.
Medical Ethics was the focus of
Week I, July 10-15. The opening lecture offered an introduction to biomedical ethics by David A.
Bennahum, professor of medicine;
director,
Medicine and
the
Humanities Program; and longtime
chair of the Biomedical Ethics
Committee at the University of New
Mexico.
Seminars were offered on the
Hippocratic Oath and the American
Medical Association Code of Ethics;
and Ethical Issues Concerning the
End of Life. The seminars were cooled
by Annapolis tutor Nicholas
Capozzoli, neurologist, founder and
member of the Ethics Committee and
founder of Hospice Program, Anne
Arundel Medical Center; and Santa
Fe tutor Katharine Mulford, member
of the Ethics Committee, St.
Vincent's Hospital.

Preceptorials included the
Allocation of Health Care Resources,
led by Mr. Capozzoli; and Medical
Issues in the Law, led by Santa Fe
tutor Grant Franks. Alumni-led sessions focused on: Ethical issues concerning persons who are unable to
make an informed decision, led by
Susan M. Ferron, SF77, physician in
internal medicine and former chair,
Ethics Committee; William Carlos
William's The Use of Force, led by
Irwin Hoffman, A85, cardiologist;
and Tillie Olse's Tell Me a Riddle, led
by David S. Krimins, A63, physician.
Mr. Capozzoli said discussions in
the groups he led were lively and
fruitful for both medical professionals
as well as those outside the medical
field. "I thought that it was very well
received," he said. "I subsequently
received about three or four letters
from people who enjoyed the discussion we had."
"Discussion about medical ethics
can be emotionally very charged and
it was nice to have a rational forum
where the topics could be discussed,"
said Dr. Ferron. "It gave me an ·
opportunity to explore different sides
of certain issues that I hadn't been
able to look at carefully before."
Dr. Ferron said her alumni discussion group centered on the case of
continued on page 20
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1942
Ernest Heinmuller (A) is chairman of
the Talbot County (Md.) Recycling
Task Force. The organization was awarded a Maryland Environmental Service
Outstanding Task Force Award for its
high percentage of recycled materials.
1950
John Logue (A), who received his B.A.
from Yale in 1946 before enrolling as a
freshman at St. John's in 1946, attended
the 50th reunion of his Yale 1944 class.
He is senior vice president of the W odd
Federalist Association.
"Now retired and enjoying it .after 25
years of teaching," reports Ben
Moskowitz (A). He's living in Bellevue,
Pa.
1952
After retiring five years ago from his
position with the federal government,
Martin A. Dyer (A) is now associate
director of a small private non-profit
organization fighting housing discrimination in the Baltimore metropolitan
area. "Recently we won a $2.5 million
verdict against a major developer," he
says." "Wonderful work! It's so satisfying that I many not again retire until
I'm95."
1960
An essay titled "This Park is Central" by
Mary Campbell Gallagher (A) was
published in the April 22, 1994, issue of
Commonweal.
1965
Susan A. Smolin (A) reports that· she
graduated from the Boston University
School of Management in May 1994 with
an MBA. Her comment: ~'Whew!"
1967
Rev. Clark Lobenstine (A) recently celebrated 15 years as executive director of
the Interfaith Conference of Metropolitan
Washington. He continues to enjoy his
work with the Hindu, Islamic, Jewish,
Latter-day Saints, Protestant, Roman
Catholic, and Sikh faith communities
in the region as they work together on
critical social justice issues and on
increasing understanding.
Ezra Harris (A) says, "My application
to serve as an inspector for the
Palestinian Police Force has been rejected
so I'll probably go back to work as a
teacher of the profoundly handicapped."
Christine (Lauth) Connell (A) is living in Easton, across the Chesapeake Bay
from Annapolis, and doing calligraphy.
1969
Martin Kalmar (A) and his wife
Deborah Kalmar (A 70) sent a long
letter remembering their time with
Marvin Cooper (A), who was senselessly
killed in a robbery in Baltimore. "Marvin
will be sorely missed. He truly embodied
the love of learning, the inquiry, and
the analytical thinking we all admired
and tried to achieve at St. John's," they
said. The Kalmars are collecting memories of Marvin for his wife and family.
Letters can be sent to them at 3308
Marnat Rd., Baltimore, MD 21208.
Martin enjoys his job as head of the
math department at Frederick

Community College. He also holds seminars in political philosophy. Deborah is a
revenue agent with the IRS, which she
finds a challenging and satisfying job.
1970
David Debus (SF) will soon publish an
anthology on fathering. In addition to
being a licensed psychologist, David is
also a poet and painter, and recently
studied music composition. Mirrors of the
Self, an anthology edited by Christine
Downing, includes one of his essays.
197 1
George Elias (A) reports that his third
daughter "will be born any day now."
1972
Denise Fort (SF), an associate professor
at the University of New Mexico School
of Law, has been named chairman of the
Advisory Commission on Western
Water Resources by President Clinton.
New Mexico Senator Jeff Bingaman and
Representative Bill Richardson recommended Denise for. the post. Denise is
currently
director of the Water
Resources Administration Program,
which offers a master's degree based on
interdisciplinary studies in water
resources. She has previously served as
director of the
New
Mexico
Environmental Improvement Division,
cabinet secretary for the New Mexico
Department o.f Finance, and as leg~.l
counsel for the state Taxation and
Revenue Department.
As of 1992, Laurel E. Susco Sherr
(SF) has entered the world of the entrepreneur. She's now the proprietor and
owner of Tree Eagle Trading Co., an
innovative hat and boot company.
Friends and Johnnie family are invited to
stop by at 118 Old Santa Fe Trail or
write to: 225 Hyde Park Estates, Santa
Fe, N.M. 87501, or call (505) 989-3881.
All three of the little eagles 0esse, 17;
Dante, 17; and Argen, 19) have flown
from the nest.
1975
On sabbatical leave at the Five College
Women's Studies Research Center at Mt.
Holyoke College, Nancy L. Coiner (A) is
working on a book titled Speaking the Self
Otherwise: Allegory and Gender in Late
Medieval Narrative. She's "having a great
time."
Steven McNamara (SGI) is taking a
leave of absence from the philosophy
program at Boston College to work and
travel in Asia. Beginning in · September
he will be teaching English Language in
Shanghai, China. Anyone wishing to
write can contact him at Shanghai
Institute of Building Materials, 100 Wu
Dong Lu #125, Shanghai 200434,
People's Republic of China.
1977
Marlene Strong (A) received her MA in
Clinical Psychology from John F.
Kennedy University in June. "I still have
a lot of experience before I can take the
licensing exam, but it is the first step
toward my goal of becoming a therapist.
Juggling work and school has not been
easy. I don't expect that juggling work
and internship will be any easier. But at
least I have the summer off-a little

breathing time," she reports.
Lydia Ossorgin, (SF) writes "Kevin
Holthaus (SF83) and I continue to work
more than full-time training teachers in
the Socratic Seminar practice in the
Anchorage public schools. In two high
schoois we have seminar "schools within
schools" where students (10th-12th
grades) and teachers spend two hour periods daily with the great works of Eastern
and Western traditions. Mike Strong (SF
88) joined us this year from Homer,
Alaska, along with his wife, Mally
Mechau Strong (SF84), who works as a
seminar coach in the schools. My son
Michael (13), spent five weeks in Santa Fe
this semester studying Euclid and Greek
with Tracey Wernet (SF95). My other
children, Maria (11), Sergio (10) and
Juliana (9) join in family evening seminars, especially when the salmon aren't
jumping or when the bears appear in the
spring. Practice begins early for a third
generation of Ossorgins heading for St.
John's!"
1979
The Very Reverend John Raymond
Fortin (SGI) has gone on to earn a master's and then PhD in medieval studies
from Notre Dame. His dissertation,
Clarembald of Arras: ·A Twelfth Centurv
Commentator on Boethius' 'Opuscula Sacra'
will be published by Thomas Jefferson
University Press. He has also been a
member of the Forum for 1.JS/Soyiet
Dialogue, meeting in ¥oscow and St.
Petersburg. Most recently; Father John
has returned to Saint Anselm College,
where he earned his B.A. before coming
to St. John's. He has served as instructor,
residence hall director, and dean at the
2,000-student, four-year liberal arts institution. In July, he was appointed the
new prior of the monastery. He currently
serves as a member of the Council of
Seniors, which is the governing board of
the college, as well as the philosophy
department in which he helps conduct its
Great Books program. As prior, he holds
the second-ranking position in the
Benedictine community.
Eliza Pennypacker (A), an associate
professor of landscape architecture and
interim head of the Dep~rtment of
Landscape Architecture at the Pennsylvania State University, received Penn
State's Howard B. Palmer Faculty
Mentoring Award last spring. The
Palmer Award honors outstanding work
in guiding the professional development of junior faculty. She serves on the
College Committee on Research and
Creative Activities, the college and
department promotion and tenure committees, as acting associate dean for
research in the College of Arts and
Architecture, and as associate director
of the Institute for the Arts and
Humanistic Studies. In 1989, Eliza collaborated with three others to produce
the winning design for the Korean War
Veteran's Memorial for the Mall in
Washington, D.C. Her recent publications include "What is Taste, and Why
Should I Care?" in the Proceedings of the
1992 Conference of Educators in Landscape
Architecture. After St. John's, she received
a master's of landscape architecture from
the University of Virginia and studied
architecture in Vicenza, Italy.

In August, Kate Kominars (A)
received her PhD from Temple
University in Counseling Psychology.
Ben Haggard (SF), of Santa Fe, is an
author, teacher, garden designer, and
president of the Permaculture Drylands
Institute. He has a book out titled The
Living Community.

1980
Lee Tarpley (SF) writes from Texas
A&M University that he married
Ming-Hsuan Chen in October of 1988.
Their son, William Wenhao Tarpley,
was born in October of 1992. Lee
received his PhD in plant physiology
from Texas A&M in 1993.
198 1
Christopher J. Mark (A) writes that he
is going farther than anyone he's ever
known-he's accepted a position to teach
calculus at the UAE University in the
United Arab Emirates on the Persian
Gulf. "The compensation package is
very attractive, and hard to pass up
with the state of the job market for
mathematicians these days," he adds. He
welcomes any Johnnies in the Gulf
region to contact him; he will be happy
to sponsor them for entry visas. Address
is c/o Basic University Education Center,
UAE University, P.O. Box 17172, Al
Ain, UAE. E-mail at 73261.1327@compuserve,com.
1982

Dr. Mark Weber Gocke (SF) was married to Margaret Conger Mell on April 9
in Hobe Sound, Florida.
From Cummington, Massachusetts,
Martha Keasley (A) writes: "My husband (Dan Harris) and I are adopting
children, Emily (nine years old) and her
brother Joe (seven years old).
Tom G. Palmer (A) received his
MA in philosophy from The Catholic
University of America in 1993; he's now
a John M. Olin fellow at Hertford
College, Oxford, working on a D.Phil.
in politics ("Free Association and
Political Order"). He's currently on sabbatical for two years from the Institute
for Human Studies at George Mason
University.
Rebecca (Coursey) King (SF) and
Dave King are the proud parents of their
first daughter, Galen Elizabeth King,
born June 4. Rebecca and Dave have
moved to Bozeman, Montana, and live
across from the Bridger Bowl ski area.
1983
Sue (Maguire) Shock (A) had a great
time at the tenth reunion and is looking
forward to next year's bash. She is now
staff editor of the journal Medicine and
encourages anyone who has written an
analytical review of internal medicine,
dermatology, neurology, pediatrics, or
psychiatry to send it to her at Blalock
1007, Johns Hopkins Hospital,
Baltimore, MD 21287-4922.
Richards Sean Cahall (SF) writes that
he received his BA in Hawaiian Studies
from the University of Hawaii in June
1993. He is currently teaching the
Hawaiian language and culture in the public schools. His address and telephone are:
87258 Farmington Highway, Waianae,
Hawaii 96792, (808) 696-2220.
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Currently working as a freelance photographer, Kent Dayton (SF) is doing both
commercial and news-related work in the
northeast.
Kim Brinck-Johnson (A) and Renee
Bergland (A86) would like to
announce the birth of their daughter,
Annelisa Bergland Brinck-Johnson, on
July 4, 1994.
Eric Burman (A) and his wife, Erica,
became parents of their first child,
Abigail, on June 29. The family moved
in August from Washington, D.C., where
they resided since Eric's graduation from
St. John's, to Botswana where Eric is
serving as associate director of the Peace
Corps. In the late 80's the couple volunteered for the Corps in the Garn bia in
western Africa. Eric has also been an
aide to Congressman Bill Richardson of
northern New Mexico, and was responsible for legislation regarding environmental protection and international development. He also was a program analyst
for the Environmental Protection Agency
Office of Solid Waste. Erica will continue
her research for the W odd Resources
Institute in Botswana. Eric would love to
hear from
all:
APCD,
Peace
Corps/Botswana, Dept. of State/
Gaborone, Washington, D.C. 205212170.
1986
Debbie Jones Humphries (SF) is currently in a PhD progrram at Cornell
University, conducting research in
Vietnam on nutrition and parasite infections.
1987
Kateri Ann Clement (A) writes that she
is leaving her position with the FrenchAmerican Chamber of Commerce to go to
grad school- The Fletch School of Law
and Diplomacy at Tufts University. She's
currently working on lovely thank you
notes to Mr. Boel and Mr. Higuera for
their help.
Currently living and working in
Florida is Mary Anderson Britain (A).
'Tm enjoying my new family-husband
Bill and son Travis (one year already in
August!)," she writes.

1988
Jennifer Lapham (A) reports she has no
job, no husband, and no children. She
and her companion Cougar are moving to
Cqicago this fall where Jennffer will
begin graduate work in fine arts at the
School of the Art Institute of Chicago.
The following communication was
re2eived from Tidge Holmberg (A):
'Tm married!!!!! Wahooo! I'm in B.U.
law School! Yecchh! I'm thinking of also
getting an engineering degree!
Hhhmmm ... Fight the power!"
. Erin Milnes (A) reports that she is
back in Chicago after some travelling
last fall. She is working for Amnesty
International and expects to be travelling
around the U.S. by car starting next
·spring. She expects that she will be look. ing for floors to crash on at that time;
Erin can be reached at (312) 404-6363.
RickCraven (A) writes, 'Tm entering my fifth year of teaching and continue to find it a rewarding experience. I'm
1
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finishing up a masters in education this
summer. I've seen Simon McNabb several times and would enjoy hearing from
anyone passing through Tennessee."
Carole Cunningham Simpson (A) is
a student advisor at Coleman College in
La Mesa, California, and teaching desktop publishing and database. She has also
begun work on her master's degree at
San Diego State. Her husband is attending college full-time. They are busy and
very happy with life in southern
California.
Melania Yeats (SF) reports: "After
two years of successful tofu-ranching
with David Blankenbaker (SF 88), I am
now beginning medical school at
University of New Mexico, where David
teaches math when he's not busy teaching our feline, Simone de Beauvoir, the
art of pastry making. Seriously, we'd
enjoy communications at 2821 Silver
SE, Albuquerque, NM 87106, or E-mail
maya@triton.unm.edi."
1989
Martin Gelfand (A) writes that he has
begun his first year at Case Western
Reserve University School of Law in his
hometown of Cleveland, Ohio. As he
was trying to decide which law school to
attend he met up with two St. John's
alumni and recent CWRU law grads,
Scott Young (A89) and Steve Virgil
(A88). Scott finished CWRU in 1993
arid is now practicing labor law with a
Cle~eland firm. Steve just finished in
1994, took the bar exam, and is working at a one-year fellowship on environmental justice.
1990
For just over a year, Christine
Robertson (A) has been working at the
San Francisco Visitor Information Center
as the designated French speaker. She's
been keeping busy studying German and
Dutch. "Drop by and say hi when you're
in the city!" she writes.
Scott Walters (A) writes: "I graduated from law school at the University of
Iowa in May 1993, got married to
Kimberly Hunter, also a '93 Iowa law
grad, in September 199 3, and finished
my first year of a master's in health care
administration at the University of
Minnesota this June."
'Tm single and very happy about it,"
says Karl A. Meyer (A). He has a new
job working for a company that distributes chemicals to paint manufacturers in
the Chicago area; "it's challenging work
and things are great," he adds.
Lisa Liske-Doorandish (A) has a
new job as a cello teacher at theRenaissance Conservatory in Blacksburg,
Virginia.
Courtney Oakes Williams (A) will
begin veterinary school at Washington
State University in
Pullman,
Washington, this fall. She is currently an
Emergency
Animal Veterinarian
Assistant in Poulsbo, Washington.
Brian Walker (SF) is teaching in
Fukoka, Japan, and serving as goodwill
ambassador to nearby Niijata, sister city
of his hometown, Gal~eston, Texas .
1991
Elliot Allen Tulloch (SF) was married to
Diana Emily Tut on July 2 on the island
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of Belize.
James Mc Shane (A) is a Peace Corps
volunteer who welcomes any correspondence: James McShane PVC, Corps de la
Paix Americaine, BP 3 5, Save Benin
Afrique.
Miriam (nee Maureen) Spectre (A)
received her master's of science in information studies from Drexel University in
June. She continues as an archivist at the
American Philosophical Society in
Philadelphia. She recently completed
working on the papers of the late Nobel
laureate Salvador Luria, a molecular biologist and political activist.
Akiba J. Covitz (A) recently received
the Dean's Award for Distinguished
Teaching from the University of
Pennsylvania. All that remains to finish
the elusive PhD is the dissertation, as of
now, an attempt to reconnect the study of
politics (particularly the judiciary and
constitutions) with the study of the soul
(particularly Plato and Freud). Akiba
requests alumni send thoughts and ideas
on "souls, minds, the Supreme Court,
Montesquieu, Hegel, and how they are
related as soon as
possible, to
acovitz@sas.upenn.edu."
Nate Downey (SF) was recently
elected New Mexico Green Party
Secretary. He schedul~d the New Mexico
Green Party Convention in the Great
Hall at St. John's in Santa Fe in June.
Kemmer Anderson (AGI) has published a chapbook, A Compass Reading for
Ithaca (Iota Press).
Currently pursuing a master's degree
in library science at the University of
Toronto, Deirdre Routt (A) will be
adding to her previously earned master
of arts degree in history, also from the
University of Toronto. Her husband
Kevin Graham (A90) is there also,
writing his PhD thesis in philosophy.
Andrew Alan N el-Qon (A) will be
in graduate school at University of
Nebraska-Lincoln beginning in the fall
semester. He'll be studying in the
English department.
1992
Curtis Hyatt (SF) writes: Directly following graduation I spent a nihilistic
summer in Los Angeles drinking a great
deal of coffee and trying to evaluate the
post-St. John's experience with James
Papiano (SF). In September '92 I started
a job teaching English in Izmir, Turkey.
After twelve months there I moved on to
the Czech Republic to continue teaching
in the tiny Eastern Bohemian town of
Iitomysl. During my ten-month stay I
had a visit from Simon Bone (SF92) who
was living in Berlin, learning German,
and contemplating going to the
University of Wittenberg (I think). After
the Czech Republic (and a lot of 20 cent
beer)! studied French for a month at the
University of Nancy in eastern France
and visited Christian Eddleman (SF92)
in Munich who was himself studying a
bit of German and waiting to attend law
school in autumn. After returning to the
U.S. I started my drive out from L.A. to
Boston where I caught up with Keith
Maestas, J. Huebert, and Lila Kerns
(all SF92) in Santa Fe. As of this
September, I will be starting a master's
program in international affairs at
Boston University. I would be happy to

hear from any Johnnies passing though
or residing in the Boston area. My permanent address has been changed to: 84
Clinton Road, Brookline, MA 02146;
(617) 738-8150.
Julie Rehmeyer (SF) finished a
degree in mathematics at Wellesley
College after leaving St. John's. She is
now in graduate school at MIT studying
pure mathematics with funding from the
National Science Foundation. She writes
that she is "excited to be buying a house
with fellow alumna Lisa Calvelli
(90SGI)."
Millard "Ed" Prud'homme (SF) has
recently returned from Europe. Since
then he has worked on two political
campaigns, serving as campaign manager
for one of the races.
Nora Dalton Olsson (SF) writes, "I
am currently working with VISTA
(Volunteers In Service To America) as the
director of a children's literacy program
in Albuquerque's far north valley.
VISTA is the equivalent to a domestic
Peace Corps in the U.S."
Hannah Anne Stires (A) has recently
completed her master's degree in sociology at the University of Maryland and will
be entering Harvard Law School in the
fall.
Marti Acosta (A) begins a dual
degree program (MBA/MA) in arts
administration at Southern Methodist
University in Dallas in September. Also
the marketing director for Xpose, an arts
promotional quarterly, Marti welcomes
short essays on arts issues and reviews of
nationally touring exhibits. Send articles
to Xpose, 3403 B Main St., Dallas, TX
75226.
1993
Christina Swartwout (SF) married
Andrew Farmer in a double-ring ceremony celebrated May 29, at the First
Presbyterian Church in Santa Fe.
Alexander Ellerman (AGI) and
Vanessa Ellerman (A) are in Corpus
Christi, where they keep the local library
staff running ragged. Alex is currently in
Navy flight school and hopes to finish the
first phase in the fall. Vanessa is substitute teaching.
In Boston, Katherine Wolff (AGI) is
currently working for the Boston Phoenix
as a staff editor.
Julie Girone (A) reports that she has
finally landed a job in the publishing
industry, almost exactly one year after
graduation.
'Tm
working
for
HarperCollins publishers in New York
City and I live in the glorious outlands
of Brooklyn. I worked a publishing
internship for six months last year and
without that, a job in publishing would
never have happened. Also, I waitressed
quite a bit," she says. Julie offers info on
interviewing for a publishing job in New
York, or just general info concerning
publishing. She can be contacted at 265
Hoyt St., Brooklyn, NY 11217, phone
(718)260-9689.
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Alumni Association News, continued
of "any character the director gives
you." Philosophers, he says citing
Plato, Aristotle, and Marx, are prone
to seeing only their side of a question and to spending their best energies ignoring and caricaturing anybody who disagrees with them. I
would say, to the contrary, that
unless you put your adversary in
his/her best light and understand
opposing arguments as they were
intended, your own thoughts aren't
valid." Since "actors alone gaze fearlessly at those who differ from them,
accept their opponents, understand
and embrace them, they are alone
the true philosophers."
Another actor, while not making
quite so bold a claim, invokes
Aristophanes' account in The
Symposium of the division of the too
powerful "rolypoly" people into
halves, male and female, and of the
severed people's attempts ever since
to reunite. Acting, too, attempts to
reunite divided man.
A fourth actor responded to my
letter by writing a play. One and a
half pages long, it depicts the
encounter of young Johnny Pilgrim
and old codger Socks at a flea market "somewhere in Appalachia."
Socks has a booth there. The sign
over the booth reads, ANSWERS
$ \ , QUESTIONS $5." Paying Socks a
dollar, Johnny asks him whether "a
classical education, i.e. one steeped
in the western tradition," has value

for the "creative or interpretive"
artist. Socks answers that "the dialogue that constitutes that tradition is
the subtext of human existence for
innumerable lives." Johnny's second
question (for another dollar) is: "Isn't
there an overly analytical approach in
such an education, one that ignores
or even stunts the emotional and
spiritual life? Socks replies that his
antithesis between analysis and spirituality is false, that "a resonant spiritual and emotional life must precede
any lasting contribution to the dia1ogue Returning to Johnny's first
question (for free), he says that a
classical education, although it will
not provide the particular skills
required of performers, will certainly
prepare the student to interpret,
extend and represent the dialogue
and the tradition." The piece ends
with Sock's failure, after he offers a
quantity discount, to sell Johnny a $5
question.
My final reply, from a costume
designer and teacher of theater,
comes from the opposite perspective than that the others. They studied, then practiced. This woman,
after thirty five years' work in the
theater, is now enrolled in the St.
John's Graduate Institute at
Annapolis. ''I'm going to St. John's to
begin to insert a foundation under
my jerrybuilt intellectual construct. If
I can strengthen my body to do yoga
and climb mountains, I can toughen

up my mind to have some kind of
conversation with Aristotle." Having
chosen the Literature segment to
begin with, she thought she was taking the "easiest route but of course I
found it incredibly difficult because I
came into discussions about the
Greek plays (which I teach in
Dramatic Lit courses) and The
Tempest (which I've designed twice)
with monstrous preconceptions.
What an incredible experience it
was to have my pet theories and the
'accepted' interpretations unseated
and examined: 'Could you say a bit·
more about that?' The first weeks
were uncomfortable but very chalengi ng. I did finally read King Lear
with wholly new eyes. And everything else."
How has St. John's contributed to,
or retarded, the work of people in
the performing arts? We end this
patchwork colloquy, in good St.
John's fashion, with more questions
than answers. Well, we got them
free. We didn't pay old codger Socks
five bucks for them.
Thanks to my respondents: Greg
Congleton of Knoxville, Tennessee;
Rosemary Ingham of Fredericksburg,
Virginia; Kari Benson of New York
City; David Mazzeo of New York
City; Joan Townsend of Boulder,
Colorado; and Andrew White of
Arlington, Virginia.Am/in Gray, SF '68
1

Alumni Weeks, cont.
Nancy Beth Cruzan vs. the State of
Missouri, in which Ms. Cruzan's parents requested the removal of a feeding tube that was keeping their
daughter alive in a vegetative state.
The Missouri court ruled against
removing the tube and the U.S.
Supreme Court upheld the Missouri
court's opinion. The opening question
Ms. Ferron presented to the group
was, "What do both sides have to
lose?"
Beverly Angel, SGI89, who also
participated in the Medical Ethics
program, said it was one of the best
things she had ever attended. "The
discussions about abortion were very
good," she said. "Some of the questions were, who should decide and
why, and should a fetus have rights.
"Then, in Nicolas Capozzoli's discussion, we started talking about the
right to die and I came to real
insights about the problems physicians face in deciding to turn off the
machine ... we've been asking the doctors to make the decision and then we
get mad at them for thinking they' re
God, but we've asked them to be
God."
Ms. Angel said she would like to
see more Graduate Institute alumni
present in the future. "At first I was
hesitant to come because I thought it
was geared for undergraduate alumni,
but I've never felt less than welcome.

I've made a whole lot of new friends
and look forward to seeing them
again."
In fact, according to Santa Fe
Alumni Director Cindy Jokela,
almost half of all participants in the
alumni program weeks were G.I.
alumni.
,WEEK
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Week two of the Alumni program
weeks focused on Eastern classics. The
general theme was repeated from last
year by popular demand, with more
emphasis on contemporary literature,
philosophy and film.
Seminar discussions revolved
around two Japanese films, Rashomon
by Akira Kurosawa and Ugetsu
Monogatari by Kenji Mizoguchi, and
were led by Santa Fe tutors James
Carey and Krishnan Venkatesh.
Preceptorials included: Beauty
and Sadness, Through the Snow
Country, and ] apan, the Beautiful, Y
Kawabata's acceptance speech for the
Nobel Prize, led by Santa Fe tutor
Tom Harris; Narayan's The Guide,
led by Santa Fe tutor Dean Haggard;
and The Kena Upanishad led by
Santa Fe tutor Martin Cohen. In addition, a preceptorial was offered on
Nishida Kitaro (a Japanese philosopher) during program Week One by
Tom Harris.
Raquel Bech, SGI71, attended
Week Two with. her husband, Larry

Martin, and their two-year-old child.
"We loved it," she said. "I went to the
precept on The Guide. That was
excellent. My husband went to the
precept on the Kena Upanishad."
Ms. Bech said her husband, who is
not an alumnus, was impressed by the
experience. "He came back really
excited after the first meeting," she
said. "The questions that people
posed and the way people tried to
answer them opened up a whole lot of
significance for him. He was just
totally won over. When you see intelligent, artistic people taking this stuff
seriously, it gives you new respect for
the method and for the readings."
Ms. Bech also said she was surprised
to discover the Eastern material was
well suited to the St. John's method.
"It lent itself very well to the kind of
analysis that goes on at St. John's,"
she said.
In addition to seminars and preceptorials, the Summer Alumni
Program includes a variety of special
activities. This summer, activities
included an interactive lecture by
David Bennahum, eX:cursions to the
Tsankawi ruins and local museums,
performances of the Santa Fe Opera,
an alumni dinner at La Casa Sena, a
reception and a farewell luncheon.
During the Eastern topics program
week, alumni enjoyed excursions to
the Taos Pueblo.

A portrait of
Annapolis
Hoillecorning

W

hat would you find at
Annapolis Homecoming in the fall? If
you went in '94, for example,
how would the schedule read?
You would find nine reunions,
from the class of '3 9 to the class
of '84. Notable, the schedule
includes an omnibus reunion of
the classes '41 to '50, replete
with special luncheons, tributes
to Barr and Buchanan, and a lecture from Corky Kramer '46. It
also includes a special reception
for alumni of the Graduate
Institute, as well as a luncheon
for Delta Psi Omega, a former
fraternity.
But beyond reunions you
would find parties (both waltz
and rock); seminars on works by
Sophocles, St. Paul, Stringfellow
Barr, and Scott Buchanan; an
awards banquet; and a champagne brunch. You would find
opportunities to hear from the
President and the Dean about the
state of the College, or to touch
base with faculty members
attending the wine and cheese
party on Friday, or the cocktail
party on Saturday. You would
have the chance to meet students
at dinner on Friday night, at vari-

ous parties, or at the bookstore
while browsing for that replacement copy of Aristotle you've been
wanting.
Looking more closely, one
finds a discussion of the transition from the New Regime to
the New Program among the
class members of '39. And a discussion of an exhibition, of
Rembrandt etchings among the
'40's classes. And discussions of
works by Kenneth Clarke, Plato,
and Toni Morrison highlighting
other reunions. So many discussions, such a diversity of interests, as well as the usual catching-up and gossiping, nostalgia
and jocularity.
After all, the '40's reunion
includes Dave Dobreer, Bruce
Sinkey, George Van Sant,
Jonathan Brooks, and Allan
Hoffman. Who wouldn't be curious to see how everybody turned
out? Or Bernie Jacob (' 5 4)?
Harvey Goldstein ('59)? Maya
Hasegawa, Lisa Simeone,
Claiborne Booker - and on and
on, so many names from various
eras, too many to note.
That's what the '94 schedule
is like. And its not so different
from any other year. We hope
you will take the next good
chance to visit us
for
Homecoming in Annapolis,
whether you have a reunion, or
just need to reconnect with St.
John's. Whether in '94 or a couple of years down the road, we
are always glad to see you.
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Santa Fe, 1964-1994, cont.
bags of cement. Jim Liljenwall, also a member of the first class, recalls "workers laying
tile everywhere and walking on boards to get
to our drmns and classrooms. "
Mr. Darkey remembers that the
"usual ballast of upperclassmen to
answer the thousands of questions"
was not present. "There was no gossip
on the new campus, and gossip is
important. Any kind of garbage will
turn into compost. We had no
garbage yet." But that, too, worked
into its own advantage. "Anybody
was accessible," said Liljenwall.
"Tutors, the dean, other students were
all eager to answer any question."
That built a very strong sense of community, and, coupled with the fact
that this was the first class, proprietorship.
"I remember returning in 1984 to
give a lecture," said Liljenwall with a
laugh, "and wondering who all these

Administrative staff set up house
in the laboratory building, placing
their typewriters, file cabinets and
potted geraniums around bunsen
burners and lab sinks.
Mr. Darkey, one of the "original
ten," remembers faculty and staff on
hands and knees tacking carpets in
the upper dorms in the few days
before registration.
Then, on October 1, 1964, 51
males and 33 females became the first
class of St. John's College, Santa Fe,
the class of 1968. Richard Siege, a
member of the first class, wrote in the
1968 Commencement Issue:

There was sawdust in every corne~ in the
drawers, on the beds, left by carpenters
hastily finishing their work. To reach
their dormitories, the 85 freshmen had to
dodge trenches, stumble in the dark, and
pick their way through piles of rocks and

strangers were on my campus."
The classrooms were crisp and
new-smelling, but there was something else missing. Mr. Dar key recalls
stepping into his first class in Santa
Fe Hall and being struck by a paradox
that: "The newness was inevitable and
conflicted with the actual fact that St.
John's College was the third oldest
college in the United States, but not
here, and the Program was tested by
27 years of history, but not here."
But the purpose of this whole
exercise was not to gawk at unfinished business. The purpose was education, and no one lost any time recognizing the business at hand.
Liljenwall said, "We immediately
dove into the books." No one, especially Weigle, would have wanted it
any other way.

Stuart Boyd
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Mera J. Flaumenhaft, The Civic
Spectacle: Essays on Drama and
Community (Lanham, MD. Rowman
& Littlefield, 1994)
BY PAMELA KRAUS,
TUTOR, ANNAPOLIS

T

he essays in this volume,
although concentrating on
four seldom produced plays,
are finally an ambitious attempt to
provide a proper, middle ground for
the understanding of drama altogether. In our time this ground has been
fought over and occupied now by
politicizing theories, such as
those that characterize much academic and other critical literature, now by
a primarily aesthetic attitude which
minimizes or even disregards on principle the relation of drama-to its audience and its time. The author believes
that each of these distorts drama in
ways that distort us. Instead of awakening us to questions about "good
and bad, leadership, right and wrong,
human nature ... men and women,"
the one substitutes a reductive theory
that all can be explained - using a
highly abstract jargon, accessible to
very few - wholly in terms of power
or might, while the other prohibits
such questions as extraneous, except
where they are an explicit subject.
By contrast, these essays speak in
straightforward prose, directly about
human experience, about questions
that matter to audiences and readers
and students, and that ought to be
primary concerns to us all. It is n.either an academic or theoretical book
nor a merely popular one. It uses
detailed study and reliance on the
critical tradition, but directs its
observations and insights to problems
with which we as observers increasingly contend.
The thought that pervades all of
the essays is that it is an essential,
perhaps the essential, property of
drama that it can and does shape us.
It is formative, working not by force,
but through the power of looking:
spectators are shaped and led in the
best cases to a kind of self-knowledge
by witnessing the re-presentation of
human action. She holds that the
power extends to reflection as well,
for in showing us the varieties of
looking and being looked at in these
four plays, she invites us readers to
look at ourselves, to c"ampare
and contrast forms of drama in our
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at and are formed by them
The four essays, three of which are
revisions of essays published elsewhere, have important connections
with one another. The book
begins with "Seeing Justice Done:
Aeschylus' Oresteia." This "first and
foremost drama of the Western
world" presents the transition from
private revenge as retribution for
injury to the establishment of public
courts wherein justice is seen to be
done. Justice is a matter of looking:
accused is confronted by accuser
before the witness of a community;
guilt or innocence is a matter to be
determined in public, by a decision of
citizens; the guilty person is observed
in his or her guilt by the community
that has been injured.
·
The three plays that constitute the
Oresteia represent stages of this transition, each stage characterized by a
different relation between the private
or familial, and the public, and thus
by a distinctive kind of looking. In
the Agamemnon, no onlookers are
acknowledged by the family, members of the house of Atreus, whose
past is filled with horror and violation. Clytemnestra by her own hands
avenges her husband for the injuries
he has caused, but not before she has
made a spectacle of him. As he treads
the red carpet, he displays, for all to
see, both his violation of family and
Clytemnestra's refusal to allow him
back on his own ground. Even if
Clytemnestra keeps for her eyes alone
the face-to-face confrontation as she
slays him, she makes us hear a gruesome report of his murder. Orestes,
charged with the command to avenge
his mother's crime, has first to recognize his sister and show signs of his
own identity in the Libation Bearers.
Onlookers gain in importance here.
The chorus in this play, unlike those
in the former, knows what is occurring as Orestes kills his mother.
Orestes confronts his mother
with accusations, and she " ... is now a
self-conscious observer, as well as participant, in her own trial and punishment."
Thus Libation Bearers serves as a
threshold to the final play, Eumenides.
This play shows the establishment of
a public forum, where the alleged
crime can be re-told before public
witnesses, who in turn will judge and
render retribution. This enlightened,
distanced, and public view heals
injury rather than provoking another
as did the private, blood-based
revenge that dominated the first play, ·
and was inspired by the Furies. The
Oresteia, on this interpretation, is a
play about what it itself does:
the formation of a community as lookers
on justice. That the Oresteia
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disappeared, but something important has entered in its place, with its
own dangers. Looking at our own
courts, at 20th century trials, like that
of "Baby M", at plea bargaining, which
exempts the accused from having to
face an accuser, at televised court dramas, we see dangers in a too-distanced, too-rationalized viewing.
In the second essay, "Looking
Together in Athens: Euripides'
Bacchae and the Festival of
Dionysus," the authot shows this very
possibility is t~cognizable in the character of Pentheus, who exempts himself from all community of looking,
of seeing with others and being seen
by them. Yet he is inevitably drawn
to the Bacchic ritual. He who holds
himself apart from all secretly watches those who merge utterly with all,
and lose all articulation, all ineasuredness, all contours and distinctions of
place and time, who lose themselves
as individuals and as humans in an
obscene frenzy. Pentheus saw what
should not be seen and was destroyed
by it. Such drama, performed under
the controlled conditions and circumstances of officially sanctioned festivals, permits viewers to see what
should not be seen, Communities of
citizens looking together at "their
own buried monstrousness," actors
executing the practiced dances and
rhythmic. shouts before this community, maintain their distance from
these excesses while recalling their
connectedness to them. The most
wonderful being is also the most terrible, the chorus in Antigone recites.
Recalling and recognizing Dionysus
in such spectacles is "essential to the
moral and civic ends of tragedy." In
contrast, the "new" theater of
the 1960s, which invoked the name
and spirit of Dionysus, ignored
the civic context in which that spirit
was viewed. The "new" theatre could
only mouth the notion of community,
since "everyone could do and feel his
own thing, but together."
The third essay shows another transition, not from private retribution to
public justice, but from both ancient
and Christian notions of virtue to a dif..,
ferent, realistic virtue. Machiavelli's
Mandragola exploits the subversive possibilities of comedy to undermine the
reigning mores and the august tradition, especially in its teachings about
chastity. It uses the classic story of the
rape of Lucretia, who, having been violated, lives long enough to denounce
her attacker, but takes her own life
rather than live in shame as a married
woman. Machiavelli turns the story to
an explicit political purpose. He makes
his audience - not the community of
citizens, but a small group of young
noblemen whose opinions will have
most effect on that community - see
and enjoy what they would ordinarily
have thought to be immoral. Honor
and loyalty and love do not win the
day; they are revealed to be nothing
but self-interest. Machiavelli's comedy
makes us conspirators in the demise of
those virtues which were thought to be
binding for any community.
The final essay considers another

Annapolis tutor l'vfera Flaumenhaft,
author of a newly published book on how
we as spectators are influenced by witnessing drama.

dramatic form, the history play, in relation to two versions translated into the
contemporary medium of film. "Three
Views of Henry V: Shakespeare,
Olivier, and Branagh," contrasts two
film versions with the text of the play,
and
with
each
other.
Shakespeare's beginning is a fitting
subject for the final essay of this volume. The Prologue calls attention to
the difference between the stage and
life. It forces us to consider the virtues
as well as the limitations of the stage,
the wooden 0.
Since Olivier's film was his contribution to the war effort, he adds a further difference: London, the location of
Shakespeare's stage, comes into view.
This very difference fuses the audience
with the victors at Agincourt. It is an
exhortation to English spirit and greatness during a terrible time. Branagh's
only explicit nod to his audience is to
have a solitary artist address us in the
Prologue. Branagh is throughout more
interested in the psychology of the
King. Close-ups, the insertion of a
poignant reminiscence of his days with
Falstaff from a different text, his overt
distress at the hanging of Randolph absent in Shakespeare - the confused
brutality of battle for both sides, and
countless other examples reveal that, in
Branagh's views, although the public
office may force the private man into a
kind of retreat, yet the private man,
with his attachment to friendship, is
ultimately more important.
Shakespeare, by contrast, shows us
the King, a masterful public man,
more Machiavellian, and thus more
problematic than either of the
films convey. Henry embodies the theatricality of politics in his power of
speech, in the hiddenness of his private
self, and in his ability to unite his citizens in witness of a self-understanding
he has given them. The essay, and the
book, ends with a reflection on the difference that the new medium of film
has made to our viewing, to what is
shown, to what can be shown, as to
how we ourselves see. While providing
wide access to dramas, it nevertheless
isolates and dismantles our community.
The virtues of the wooden 0 stand up
brightly against these differences.
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WILLIAM WILLIAMS
RETIRED MARINE OFFICER

Retired Marine Corps Col. William
Richard Williams, A27, died in
March in Chula Vista, Calif. He was
88. Born in Annapolis, Col.
Williams was commissioned in the
Marine Corps upon graduation from
St. John's in 1927. He played end
that year on the All-Marine football
team, which won 10 games and the
All-Service championship. During
World War II he was operations officer for the 7th Marines and commanding officer of the 3rd Battalion,
7th Marines, First Marine Division,
during the Guadalcanal and Cape
Gloucester operations. At the end of
the war he was commanding officer of
the 9th Marines, 3rd Marine
Division. Subsequently he was with
the
former
Atomic
Energy
Commission in Idaho, was assistant
chief-of-staff at Camp Lejeune, and
instructed amphibious warfare planning at the Naval Amphibious Base
in Coronado, Calif. After retiring
from the military in 1957 he was
employed by General Dynamics in
San Diego, in the Atlas and Centaur
programs. He retired in 1970. He is
survived by his wife, Timora Mahan
Williams; two daughters, Dorothy
Eleanor Williams Eargle of
Grandview, Tx., and Joan Williams
of Austin, Tx.; one sister; and one
granddaughter.
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daughter-in-law, Garrett and Jill Ash;
and five grandchildren.

two daughters, Bonnie Rafer and
Nancy Hennen; two brothers; and
three grandchildren.

FERRIS THOMSEN

STEVEN NAGANO

LACROSSE COACH

LAWYER

Ferris "Buck" Thomsen, A3 7, died in
June of complications resulting from
Alzheimer's disease. Born rn
Baltimore in 1907, Mr. Thomsen
graduated from Baltimore Friends
School and attended Swarthmore
College, where he once scored 14
goals in one lacrosse game, a record
that still stands today. For his junior
and senior years, Ferris transfered to
St. John's, where he played on the
Johnnies'
1929
National
Championship squad and earned AllAmerican honors. For four years he
coached at McDonough School in
Baltimore and then was a coach and
athletic director at the Gilman School
from 1935-1946. He was at the
University of Pennsylvania until
1950, when he began a 20 year stint
at Princeton University. During his
career at Princeton he won two
National Championships, ten Ivy
League crowns, was inducted into the
Lacross Hall of Fame in 1963, and
was voted coach of the year in 1967.
"Coach" or "Buck," as he was affectionately called, started Camp
Deerwood for Boys in Holderness,
N.H., with his wife Helen in 1945.
Su.rvivors include his wife Lil; two
sons, Ferris Thomsen Jr. and Leonard
Thomsen; seven grandchildren, and
seven great-grandchildren.

Steven Nagano, SF73, died unexpectedly in April of heart-related trauma.
After attending St. John's College for
one year Mr. Nagano went on to
graduate from the MacGeorge Law
School. He is survived by his wife and
two children, as well as his cousin,
Maria Kwong, SF7 4.

MATHEMATICS EDUCATOR

Dr. Willard 0. Ash, A3 7, died last
September in Stuart, Florida. A
native of Cumberland, Md., he earned
his BA from St. John's, where he was
vice-president of his class in his senior
year. At graduation he received the
Keene Cup for excellency in mathematics. He was the last president of
the local De Omega fraternity which
went into Rho-Delta chapter of
Sigma Alpha Episilon. He was also a
member of the college tennis team for
all four years. Dr. Ash earned his
doctorate at Virginia Polytechnic
Institute and State University,
Blacksburg. He taught mathematics
and statistics for 3 3 years at the
University of North Florida, the
University of West Florida, the
University of Florida, Virginia
Polytechnic Institute and State
University, Iowa State University,
and the University of Maryland. He
was founding dean of the College of
Arts and Sciences at the University
of North Florida at Jacksonville
before his retirement. Survivors
include his wife, Louise Ash; a daughter, Abby Goodwin; a son and
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CHARLES RUSSELL LEVERING
DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE SPECIALIST

Charles Russell Levering, A44, died
in February at his home in La Plata,
Md. He was a tobacco marketing specialist for the Department of
Agriculture. Mr. Levering was born
in Milwaukee, WI., and attended the
University of Cincinnati in Ohio and
the University of Maryland in addition to St. John's. He served from
1943-45 as a navigator on B-l 7s and
B-29s in the U.S. Air Force and continued in active reserves until 1961.
From 1945-66 Mr. Levering worked
in the private tobacco industry as a
buyer for various companies. In 1966
he joined the U.S. Department of
Agriculture as leader of the tobacco
group. For many years Mr. Levering
served as a volunteer cooperative
weather observer for the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. He also enjoyed gardening
and was a member of the board of
directors for the Historical Society of
Charles County. Survivors include his
wife, Elizabeth Grainger Levering;

CHRISTOPHER COE
NOTED AUTHOR

Christopher Coe, SF7 4 (aka George
Gordon Coe), died on September 6 of
pneumonia at his home in Greenwich
Village, New York. He was 41. Mr.
Coe was the author of the critically
acclaimed I Look Divine (Ticknor and
Fields, 1987) which Doris Grumbach
called "a major work of the imagination, written with the kind of perfect
economy that is the mark of a stunningly original fiction writer." The
review of the New York Times (August
30, 1987) by Richard Burgin noted,
"Mr. Coe ... is an icy and acute observer... He has chosen a difficult theme,
self love, and understands both its
comedy and its tragedy." His second
novel Such Times (Harcourt Brace,
1993) was recently published. David
Leavitt said of this novel:
"Christopher Coe, a writer of ferocious talent and bravery, has crafted,
in Such Times, perhaps the great novel
of the AIDS epidemic. A story that
could be told by no one but himself
and yet belongs to all of us." Mr.
Coe's short stories were published in
Harper's magazine and Story. His plans
for a third novel about his childhood
were uncompleted at the time of his
death.
He is survived by his sister,
brother-in-law, nieces and nephews.
JOHN SILVER

A89
John Silver died Sunday, August 21
in a swimming accident. A service
was held in Allendale, New Jersey, on
Thursday, August 25.

BRIGITTE ELMENDORF
HARTMAN

81SF
Brigitte Elmendorf Hartman died on
Saturday, August 13, after a valiant
struggle with lymphoma. She was 34
years old. Brigitte died at her home
in Point Reyes, California,. in the

company of family and loved ones, as
she had wished. She is survived by
her parents, Esther and Bill
Elmendorf, her sisters, Diane
Elmendorf and Sabrina Weinstein,
her nieces, Leah and Dina Weinstein,
her brother Curtis and Brigitte's fiveyear-old daughter, Ursula.
Brigitte, who was born in Rabat,
Morocco, on October 10, 1959, left
St. John's College in her senior year to
explore the "wisdom of the body" as
a registered nurse like her mother.
She had numerous causes-among
the more prominent, the Alternatives
to Violence Project. For Brigitte this
· entailed setting up workshops for the
inmates at San Quentin. She will be
missed there as well. All who loved
Brigitte knew they were very lucky.
A memorial service was held on
Mt. Vision at Spirit Rock in Marin
County and another in Illinois where
her parents live. Brigitte was buried
at B'nai Israel Cemetery in Belleville,
Illinois, where there is a grove of
trees surrounded by corn fields. Her
headstone will read "Freewoman."
A fund has been established for
Brigitte's
daughter,
Ursula.
Contributions may be sent to Ursula
Hartman, attn. Diane Elmendorf, c/o
. Esther and William Elmendorf, 1015
Lantern Lane, Lebanon, IL 62254.
Other correspondence may be sent to
Ursula in care of Peter Hartman,
5707 Shasta Avenue, Dur-smuir, CA
96025.
Submitted by:
Beatrice Butler, SF80
1561 S. Foothills Highway, #G-2
Boulder, CO 80303

PAUL

D.

KNUDSEN, SF

73

Paul Knudsen, 43, passed away at his
.home in Santa Fe on Tuesday,
September 20, 1994. Mr. Knudsen,
who was a computer programmer
with Los Alamos National Labs, died
from a brain tumor. He leaves behind
his wife, Mary Gauler Knudsen, SF
73, and three children.
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Rembrandt Etchings at Mitchell Gallery

T

here can be debate about a list
of the greatest painters in the
western tradition, but there
probably would be agreement about a
core group of names, including
Rembrandt. The Mitchell Gallery is
fortunate to have a group of 51 etchings by Rembrandt on display from
September 23 to November 19. The
exhibit title is "Rembrandt Etchings:
Selections from the Carnegie Museum
of Art."
Rembrandt was a supreme draftsman, and his etchings defined the
boundaries of the medium. When he
first began to produce etchings by
drawing with a simple needle
through resin onto copper plates,
Rembrandt seemed interested in·
exploring the dramatic lighting
effects that could be achieved.
Etching allowed an artist to be more
spontaneous than engraving did
because the lines on the plate were

actually cut with acid, which was
applied to the resin that had been
drawn on. The early "Self Portrait
with Saskia," dated 1636, shows how
the artist used the technique to give
the woman in the background an
ethereal quality, while the main subject is shown in high contrast. A variety of crosshatching, single lines,
shading, flecks, and long curved
lines is used.
Etchings were made to be sold as
prints and became a popular means
for the prosperous Dutch merchant
class of the 1600s to invest in art.
Prints covered a range of subjects
including portraits, genre, landscape,
and still life. Rembrandt experimented in all of these subjects. He
became recognized for what are
called histories, scenes from the
Bible, mythology, and ancient history. Some of his best-known etchings
are scenes like "The Three Crosses"

(1651) and "Christ Preaching" (The
Hundred Guilder Print) (1649).
Rembrandt's depictions of life in
Amsterdam capture the flavor of the
time, as in his vignette of the three
beggars receiving coins from a benefactor, or in the interestingly shaped
landscapes of the nearby countryside,
filled with intricate details.
Evolving in style, the etchings of
the later years are much simpler in
form, and the minute details that
appeared in the early works is displaced by a greater emphasis on balancing the structure of the piece.
Rembrandt produced etchings for
more than 40 years, until 1665, four
years before his death.
The Mitchell Gallery exhibit contains 51 etchings and was organized
by the American Federation of Arts
and The Carnegie Museum of Art.

The Goldweigher)s Field, 1651 etching and drypoint.
Bequest of Charles]. Rosenbloom (74. 7.188) Carnegi~ Museum of Art/Courtesy The American Federation of Arts

Guild boosts Santa Fe library, gallery

T

he recent. cre~tion of a Fine
Arts Guild 1s expected ·to
bring energy and new direction to library projects and art
exhibits on the Santa Fe campus. The
volunteer guild, which is divided into
two subcommittees for the gallery
and the library, is composed of local
friends of the college.
According to gallery director
Ginger Roherty, the mission of the
art gallery subcommittee is to help
with the acquisition of art, the selection of exhibits, the sale of artwork
and cultivation of friends in support
of the gallery. One major focus of the
gallery subcommittee, chaired by
Susan Kelly, will be to invite noted
local artists to exhibit their works in
the gallery.
"I think it's going in the right

direction and I'm very pleased to have
these individuals involved in this
effort," Ms. Roherty said.
The library subcommittee, chaired
by Willard Lewis, will work in cooperation with Meem Library director
Inga Waite and the faculty advisory
committee on special library projects.
According to Ms. Waite, some of projects under consideration for volunteer support from the committee
include, the creation of a college
arc;-hive; the expansion of the library's
art collection; assistance with future
book sales; and lectures by local
authors.
Peggy Jones, SGI94, a member of
the library subcommittee said the
guild hopes to contribute both support and expertise to Ms. Waite m
the execution of these projects.
Artist Margaret LeFranc with Santa Fe president john Agresto.

