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From the 
polity 

On the Smoking Policy 

Delegate council passes 
budget omnibus 

Bill Includes Funding for Campus Clubs, Passed After Weeks 
of Hearings 

I’ve heard the complaint a dozen, if not a hundred 
times. “The college is unfairly punishing students for 
smoking on the quad.” “They’re hurting low-income 
students with the smoking policy.”  “They’re trying to 
destroy our culture.” 

I hear these complaints, and while I understand where 
some of them are coming from, I find them mostly 
stupid: no one aren’t entitled to some “right to smoke.” 
When some are puffing away on the quad after 
seminar, the rest of us who don’t want lung cancer 
must deal with their foul-smelling smog. There are 
many people on this campus who have breathing 
problems, who simply cannot be around smoke for 
health reasons. They should not have to avoid large 
swathes of campus for smokers who refuse to take the 
two-minute walk down to the smoking area. It is the 
smoker’s responsibility as a polity member to not 
endanger their fellow students and move for them. 
Even for students who are not more actively 
endangered by smoking, they have made a choice not 
to smoke to protect their health and wellbeing, and 
simply to be more pleasant to be around. To violate 
that choice and force them to inhale secondhand 
smoke simply due to being too lazy to walk two 
minutes is obscene, and just plain inconsiderate. 

There are now several smoking areas on campus, and 
our campus is small enough that no place is so far away 
that you cannot either walk off campus or walk to a 
smoking area in a few minutes. There is no effort 
required, just a sense of decency and social 
responsibility. Just a little bit of effort on the part of 
campus smokers could make so many spaces on 
campus more friendly and welcoming- maybe I won’t 
have to avoid the quad after seminar if people were just 
a bit more considerate. It's not difficult, it’s not 
complicated, and it doesn’t keep you from your 
nicotine. Just have the decency to respect others who 
chose not to smoke. That’s all. 

Anonymous submission 

Disclaimer: the Gadfly receives funding from the 
Delegate Council, and the author of this article is the 
DC Secretary. 

At this week’s Delegate Council meeting, the DC 
passed the budget omnibus bill, which contains all the 
funding for clubs for the entire semester. Each club’s 
budget is heard and approved independently, but this 
approval is only preliminary, and the budget may still 
be amended until the passage of the omnibus bill, 
which is contains the formal approval of the budgets 
and the authorization for the treasurer to give Archons 
money from the Delegate Council’s accounts. 

This semester, the total amount approved came to 
$39,527.68. This is more than the $36,000 the council 
receives annually, but as clubs rarely spend as much as 
they request, DC treasurer Grace Jang estimated that 
the council could afford to spend as much as $42,000 
this semester. Last semester, the budget omnibus bill 
totaled $43,199.921. Money remaining in the DC 
accounts after the budgeting season can now be spent 
through the process outlined in the Agora Act, which 
allows individual students to request funding at any 
time after budgeting season for projects and events not 
affiliated with clubs that would benefit the polity as a 
whole. 

The funding was split between 38 clubs, ranging from 
$25 for the Yearbook club, who only received money 
for snacks, to $4175 for the King Williams Players 
who requested funding for two plays and Too Much 
Light Makes the Baby Go Blind. Almost all clubs who 
requested funding received it, with the exception of 
the Rock Climbing Club. funding for two plays and 
Too Much Light Makes the Baby Go Blind. Almost 
all clubs who requested funding received it, with the 
exception of the Rock Climbing Club. 
 
Approximately half of all the funding went to the five 
largest clubs, who each requested more than $3,000: 
the King Williams Players, who received $4175, the  

Waltz Committee, receiving $3,900, Reality receiving 
$3,350.78, the Polo Club, receiving $3191.65, and 
Energeia, receiving $3180.96. The money was 
distributed between many different types of clubs, 
with arts, sports, and party organizing clubs receiving 
each about 20% of the budget, publications, affinity 
clubs and other miscellaneous clubs each receiving a 
little over 10% of the total funding. 
 
Particular attention was given by Delegates this year to 
the question of how to approach clubs that serve a 
limited number of people for a more specialized 
activity, which often cost the DC much more per 
participant than other clubs. These clubs, such as 
Polo, Rock Climbing and Jiu Jitsu, were each 
approached differently, leading to calls for an act of 
council outlining the process for this type of club. 
Such an act has already been proposed by Delegate 
Rosenberg, but has not yet been formally introduced. 
Treasure Jang also submitted a statement of purpose 
organizing a budgeting committee at this meeting. 
Such a committee will consider budgeting standards 
and procedures for future years. 
 
At this same meeting, the Delegate Council held 
elections for members of the Committee on Student 
Life. This committee, which has existed at the college 
in the past, is now being revived, in order to give 
students a forum to respond and take action on issues 
outside of the immediate classroom-related 
environment. Jack Huntley was elected chair of this 
committee, with the other members elected being 
Helen Felbek as Secretary and Tabby Rutledge as 
Junior Representative. Further elections will be held 
later this semester to fill the remaining vacant 
representative positions. 
 
All Delegate Council meetings are open to the public, 
and members of the Polity may come and speak 
before the DC if they have issues they wish to have 
addressed. The council meets weekly at 7:30 in the 
General Hartle Room. 
El’ad Nichols-Kaufman 

This Week in Seminar 
Freshman:  

- 10/19: Plato: Republic, I–II 367E 
- 10/23: Plato: Republic, II 367E–IV 427C 

Sophomores:  
- 10/19: Tacitus: Annals, III–VI 
- 10/23: Epictetus: Handbook 

Juniors:  
- 10/19: Leibniz: Philosophical Essays, see official list for selections 
- 10/23: Leibniz: Principles of Nature and Grace; Monadology; Philosophical Essays, see 

official list for selections 
Seniors:  

- 10/19: Kierkegaard: Philosophical Fragments, Chapters I–III (including Appendix) 
- 10/23: Kierkegaard: Philosophical Fragments, Chapter IV–end (Moral) 
 

Friday Night Lecture: 
Australian Haydn Ensemble  

Upcoming Events: 
- Saturday 10/20: 9 pm to midnight, 

Funkenstein/Brewster concert, outside 
the planetarium 

- Tuesday 10/24: 3:45 pm, Hodson 
internship information session, Hodson 
room. 

 
Have an event you want to publicize for your 
club? Want to send a message to that one Johnnie 
you met once on that fateful night but can’t 
remember their name?  Want to confuse the 
polity with a cryptic notice? Write 
eanicholskaufman@sjc.edu, and we can get a 
notice printed in the Collegian, in our semi-
classified advertisement section coming in future 
issues! 
 

 

 
Page 1 

 

  



Thursday October 19, 2034 St. John’s collegian Vol. I. Issue 5 

Local Limbo Pariah Millie Ransohoff Back in 
Good Graces Over Co-Victory: Freakishly Tall Graduate 
Student Just Consolation Prize for True Adversary Says Ms. Ransohoff 
Tensions were high in the Great Hall last Saturday for 
the annual Sock-Hop Limbo Competition. 
Beginning with around thirty participants the 
numbers quickly dwindled with each lowering of the 
bar. Moments of excitement included several people 
who successfully limboed in heels, consternation over 
the validity of Maddie Minor's back-bend and snap 
execution, and the eighth round entry of a pair of 
cavalier contenders. But the real thrill came when it 
became apparent that there were two competitors 
who, in some ways against all odds, were on their way 
to the final round. Millie Ransohoff '25, the runner-
up from last year, and Weston Wright GI '26, who 
gave his express permission to be referred to as 
“freakishly tall.” Coming in at five foot five and six 
foot four respectively, both Mr. Wright and Ms. 
Ransohoff outlasted the rest of the competition. 
With both failing to make it past the eleventh round, 
they were crowned co-winners, too many cheers of 
jubilation and awe from the crowd. I had the pleasure 
of speaking to the winners in the wake of the 
competition.  

Like the true athletes they are, Mr. Wright and Ms. 
Ransohoff were already thinking of ways that they 
could improve. Going as far as to bemoan their 
perceived failings, Mr. Wright said that "they could 
have gone further, it was just an issue of needing 
momentum." Nodding in agreement Ms. Ransohoff 
added that the main reason they won at all, especially 
over shorter competitors (at least in Mr. Wright's 
case), was one of proportion. She stated that "[we 
succeeded] because we have even body proportion of 
legs to torso, it helps with the center of gravity." 
Though she did add that the whole competition 
could have been made fairer if everyone had to go 
shoeless. A note to the future waltz committee.  

Finally, I addressed the elephant in the room. I asked 
Ms. Ransohoff how she felt, in the wake of her loss to 
a Midshipman last year, about yet again, coming up 
*ahem* short. To which Mr. Wright stooped to say 
that he "doesn’t even go here either," further adding 
salt to the wound (a note to the reader, the question  

 

of whether attending the GI counts as "going here" is 
best left to another time and place). With what this 
intrepid reporter discerned to be signs of tears, and a 
distinctive sorrowful sniffle, Ms. Ransohoff replied 
that she was "happy with all the results." 

Despite Ms. Ransohoff's feelings of inadequacy, not 
all were unhappy with the shared victory. When asked 
for comment, Dean Paalman stated that she was 
"thrilled by multi-generational bonding between the 
undergraduate college and graduate institute." So, 
perhaps it is not yet time for Ms. Ransohoff to throw 
in the towel. It is indeed something to be part of such 
a momentous unity event, and after all, what the 
polity really cares about is that no Johnnie was beaten 
by a Middie. To that end, Ms. Ransohoff has limboed 
her way back into our good graces. And who knows, 
maybe next year it will be a Santa Fe transfer that she 
shares the laurels with, and by her senior year, Ms. 
Ransohoff will win for the college once and for all. 

Andy Manne 

 

Committee on Student life 
Revived 

CSL Chair calls for Polity Members to Participate 

About the St. 
John’s 

Collegian 
“The struggle itself towards the heights is enough to 
fill a man's heart” - Albert Camus  

Respected Polity – I should urge you to pay 
attention to this, my indubitably important message. 
Be made aware of the existence of the newly re-
founded Committee on Student Life. The 
Committee on Student Life intends to fill a niche 
left by the previously defunct Committee on 
Student Life. There is a clear outlet through which 
student concern and opinion might be heard 
regarding academic issues at St. John’s College. This 
is, of course, the venerable Student Committee on 
Instruction. Notably, such recourse is absent when it 
comes to Student Life. This is where the Committee 
on Student Life comes in. Namely, to represent your 
Student Life, if you have one. We will host maybe-
weekly forums during Wednesday Lunches, and 
other, secret and unconfirmed, events. In the 
hallowed recesses of the private dining hall, we will 
discuss issues of the greatest import to the polity. 
The forums and other events of the Committee on 
Student Life will be wildly and unprecedentedly 
successful, if God be pleased. We will communicate 
the priorities and concerns of the polity to the 
administration, who will love and respect us.  

The Committee on Student Life is, of course, a 
talking club. It has no power or on-paper relevance 
whatsoever. Whatever relevance to administrative 
decision making we acquire we must earn for 
ourselves by our arguments and guile.  Yet, consider 
carefully, consider the twinkle one gains in their eye 
by complaining, that comradely pleasure resembling 
victory. Consider the strength and determination 
that arises, should it be necessary, by collective 
grievance. Far from forsaking actual changemaking, 
the Committee On Student Life insists on it. Even if, 
though, you are cynical that a liaison to the 
administration on important issues such as housing  

will yield any positive change, attend our meetings 
anyway. You may be surprised. At the very least, I can 
promise that the conversations and events we host 
will not be boring. Watch your e-mail.  

Jack Huntley, Chair of the CSL 

 

Note from the Editor: 

If you’re reading this edition, you’ve probably 
noticed the biggest change to the collegian: a smaller 
typeface.  For this issue, in order to better fit in all the 
material that is submitted, and to reflect the large size 
at which the paper is printed, the text of the articles 
will be in a smaller font. This means the word count 
for submissions has gone up, as reflected in the about 
the collegian section to the right of this column. 

There have also been questions about our publication 
schedule which I hope to clear up. The Collegian is 
published weekly on Thursdays except on weeks the 
Gadfly is supposed to publish. The Gadfly usually 
comes out every three weeks, and so the pattern of 
Collegian printing is two weeks on, one week off. 
This year, the first Gadfly was delayed due to 
problems transitioning between layout editors, and 
the second one was delayed because of concerns from 
the administration about content, but moving 
forward they should be published more consistently, 
and the campus should see one Gadfly affiliated 
publication coming out every Thursday. 

Aphorism of the Week 

A fool is a better governor than a prince, because he is 
less clever but more ridiculous. 

The St. John’s Collegian is the weekly newspaper of 
St. John’s College Annapolis. We work to bring quick 
and timely coverage of important events going on, to 
help develop a more informed student body. If you’re 
searching for more in-depth investigations and 
reporting, as well as essays, art and culture, check out 
the Gadfly, our affiliated publication, which is 
published once every three weeks. 

Want to submit an article? We always need more 
writers, whether for opinion or reporting! 
Submissions for news articles should be between 350-
450 words, while opinion should be kept short at 300 
words.  Just email eanicholskaufman@sjc.edu with 
your article, and we will work to get it in print! 
Longer form articles and more in-depth exploration 
of ideas should go to the Gadfly, which accepts 
submissions at lbriner@sjc.edu. 

Contributors for this issue: 

El’ad Nichols-Kaufman, Editor 

Jack Huntley 

Andy Manne 

 

 

 Corrections: 
An article in the last edition (Mellon Hall 
Officially Reopened in Ribbon Cutting 
Ceremony) erroneously said that the Mellon 
Fishbowl was completed in the 1980s. It 
was instead completed in the 2000s. 
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