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all appreciated for their respective merits re
gardless of the preferences of the critic for com
edy rather than tragedy, the religious rather 
than the rationalistic, etc.? 

II 
Let there be an end to vindictiveness, how

ever, for I see that unless I continue on a dif
ferent path, I shall have fallen inextricably into 
the same faults of personal impression which 
I h.ave ac~use~. Mr. Van Doren of making the 
basis of his cnt1ca.I method. It remains, in spite 
of what I have said above, that there is far more 
to praise in this lecture than to find fault with. 
A definite unity was given to the entire investi
gation of the divers recipients of praise by the 
treatment of the theme of "bigness and little
ness''-. -~he poet's grasp of the meaning of mu
tual limitation exerted between all things that 
are: a superbly eloquent description was given 
o~ Hardy's concept of the universe, and how, in 
his. poetry: he could not avoid being softened, 
l~v1~g while he most believes that he is not, and 
pitymg . . .. etc.: although so much was too 
~ague, . nothing w.as said that did not impress 
immediately as bemg absolutely true as applied 
to the works of art under discussion. 

~ut more than all are the poems themselves 
whic~ were the direct instruments of praise for 
the six greats. All are commensurate with 
their task and are fine poems (except, I feel , the 
one on Shak~speare, sir) . There is certainly 
much t? .be said, perhaps everything to be said, 
for ,wntmg a poem to describe and praise a 
poet s ar~ and the art of poetry in general rather 
than ~akt~g to prose analysis where something 
essential is perhaps missed in the process. It 
ma Y very well be that poetry can discuss itself 
on~y in terms of itself- that it possesses its own 
unity of self-consciousness. Wordsworth in his 
Prelude, is certainly the great exponent ~r this 
view: 

"danger cannot but attend 
Upon a function rather proud to be 
The enemy of · falsehood, than the 

friend 
Of truth, to sit in judgment than to 

feel." 

E. V. THAU. 

The Gospel According to St. James 

asked for my services as an assistant; and since 
they ~sually added that though I was short of 
experience, such talents as mine should not be 
wasted, I was rather •proud of Theatetus E 
Williams. But back to the peace. · 

"I was called to a conference at the Whit 
Hou~e, alo~~ with other leading scientists, an~ 
rankmg military an.cl government officials. W e 
were told that in view of repeated reports that 
the ~ern:ians were searching for an atomic ex
plosive, 1t had been decided to organize a r _ 
search project in this country in order to for: . 
stall them. 'Were We Will~ng ?' We started 
at once. 

"With~n a :veek, one of our assistants 
?rought m .a discovery which later developed 
~nto. the device for reducing the noise of aircraft 
m. flight. It was this device which, combined 
with the anti-radar paint borrowed from th 
Germans ~fter their defeat, made it possible fo: 
a mass raid to seem a mere diversion until th 
bombs hit. e 

. " Some of us were doubtful whether bomb
mg met~ods had developed to the point where 
an atomlC weapon could be used on a military 
target, but we were soon satisfied by an air 
corps officer who told us: 'We could :fly in l,000 
planes, ~ach carrying ten tons of bombs and 
arran?"e it so .that every bomb would explode at 
one~ m. practically the same spot, and we could . 
do it m any kind of weather. A target so 
blasted would be just one big hole.' We went 
ahead. 

"The whole world knows of the destructio~ 
of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, the foundation of i 
U.N.O., how, during the years immediately' 
follow.ing the holocaust, the great powers dared 
not bnng .on a war that would be hell itself, and 
how, durmg their indecision, U.N.O. became 
the un.disputed ruling body of the world. It 
was said then that 'A few scientists and airmen 
gave peace to the world,' but the full truth of 
that phrase was not realized then ; fo r it was 
not until forty years after the blast that the 
world knew that, within a month of that con
ference in Washington, I had submitted to the 
assembled minds of the Manhattan Project the 
complete proof that atomic chain-reaction is 
impossible." 

MORGAN. . "How did we get this world peace? Well, 
it all started in Washington about fifty years 
ago. I was young then, very young, just out 
of M.I. T. A number of leading scientists had 
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Mr. Meiklejohn on Education 
Everything operates according to some .law edge of any man might be defined as the degree 

or principle. The welfare and safety of any- of agreement of reason and will. In this way 
thing is the preservation of its unity. This con- knowledge would become the means to a good 
dition constitutes a state of peace. will. This might finally evolve into the state-

Man, of all creatures, operates according to ment that ignorance is passion and knowledge 
his own principles. He is limited, like other is action. 
creatures, in that he cannot stop his blood fl.ow But none of this explains how man can 
by merely willing that it stop. Unlike other possess a priori ideas and still be able to say 
creatures he can both will that it cease to :flow that he needn't act and that these ideas are some
and carry his will into effect. When he wills how doubtful. Hamlet suggests that man must 
according to principles which will preserve accept this paradox between doubt and action 
peace , the members of his body are fittingly dis- and act; to do other than this would be less 
posed to one another. When he wills according than a man. 
to some other principles, he resembles some sort If it is true that a man is somehow less than 
of a monster. The welfare and safety of the a man, even a monster if he refuses to act politic
members of his body is disturbed and finally ally , what arguments can be used to demonstrate 
destroyed. The condition of peace changes into this truth to the philosopher on Mount Olym
t11e condition known as war, where no principle pus? What can be said to convince the ethical 
prevails . man that he must participate in politics, even if 

A universal principle of action can be de- this means that he must act in a seemingly un
r· 2d from this: that no man shall act accord- ethical manner? (I) The end of man is find 
ing to any principle which will endanger the the ones in the many and, returning, to under
welfare and safety of any of his members. By stand the many from which he has taken flight. 
extension, then. no man shall act according to His knowledge and perfection demand that he, 
ar ! principle which will endanger the welfare having managed the upward path, navigate the 
ard safety of any other man. ,._The rule, in its downward path because the forms and their 
fi.dt form, applies to the body man and in its imag.es bear a mutual relationship to one 
second form to the body politic. Stated as an another, which renders all knowledge and per
affirmative principle every man shall act to pre- fection incomplete without both the ascent up
serve the welfare and safety of every man, him- ward and the consequent descent downward. 
self as well as others. This is the a~lytical statement of a humanly 

This demands that each man, as a member synthetic proposition. · For, with each step up
equally with other members of the body politic ward, the possibility of the form is enlarged and 
must always will politically. That is, he must ordered ; but with each upward step goes a step 
al ways obey this universal principle in .order to dow.nward, which adds content and validity to 
guarantee the state of peace. . . the form in the shape of particular action. Either 

A good will is the only surety of the st,ate one without the other is rendered dangerous and 
of peace. A good will, according to the impli- ultimately destructive. In a body politic where 
cations of the Constitution of the United Na- upward dialectic is possible through mediums 
tions Educational , Scientific and Cultural provided by the body politic, there is also the 
Organization, is in an agreement with reason : debt which the man owes the state for his edu
"T he Governments of the States Parties to This cation. 
Constitution on Behalf -of Their People Declare (2) The nature of man. is twofold , con
that since wars begin in the minds of men, it is sisting of a being that endures and serves as the 
in the minds of men that the defences of peace receptacle or stand of a relational being which 
must be constructed." The degree of knowl- seems to be in continual motion. This rela-
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tional aspect of man is more or less complete and 
enduring as those about him are more or less 
complete and enduring. The old cliche about 
the chain being as strong as its weakest link is 
a formulation of this principle. 

Thus any man's responsibility for the ac
tions, good and bad, of all other men and denies 
the possibility of perfection to any man until 
all men are perfectly and completely wise and 
responsible is affirmed. 

These may be ways of stating that knowl
edge is virtue; that there can be no such thing 
as an opinionative action or that no opinion
ative action is a virtuous action. 

The problem facing UNESCO. according to 
Mr. Meiklejohn, is to incite me~ to act politic
ally; to make certain, through education, that 
men have good wills. 

Whenever any organization takes on itself 
such a duty as the education of its members, im
plicit in its assumption is the knowledge or the 

. belief that it possesses enough of the truth to 
sanctify its action. Whenever there is a sep
aration of church and state, implicit in the sep
aration is the denial that the state can possess 
the truth. For the church must regard the 
truth as one and indivisible. Since it possesses 
the truth, the state cannot possess it. In the 
modern world the conflict is ceaseless and appar-_ 
ently uncompromising. 

It is easy to say that man should render unto 
Caesar what is Caesar's and unto God what is 
God's. But between the word and the deed lies 
the spectre of a church bith in the wor Id and 
out of the world; the spectre of sovereign states 
exacting allegiances which seem to conflict with 
religion and assuming both the power and right 
to educate their members. 

If UNESCO is successful, it must resolve 
this conflict. If it is unsuccessful, either chaos 
or a low order of unperpetual peace seem to be · 
the only possibilities. 

Since the principle of doubt should be ap
plied to what has been written, permit me to 
end with a quotation from the Statesman: "I 
mean that really true and assured opinion about 
honour, justice, goodness and their opposites ·is 
divine, and when it arises in men's souls, it arises 
in a godlike race.' · ' 

-Witwer. 

• Ad Veritatem 
I 

Learned hypothesisers describe 
Motion of Same and Other. 

While their ancient blue-eyed brother 
Wings forth words sweetly . Imbibe 

These symbols deep but warily, · 
About and about going: 

The cragg' d path is circular complete! y, 
. The steep peak past knowing. 

II 
Ask: no one will answer you. 

Seek, although you find 
Shadows of images only, pursue 

A bowl of wind. 

Long and far let journey rage, 
But tell no sphinx a fable, 

Lest you sin and grieve and bring a plague 
On countless people. 

- WCB 

Mr. Plunder Reports on Europe 
If some one has been a Nazi and wants to 

evade the occupation authorities, he might have 
the good idea to don a striped prison suit- you 
still see many in the streets worn by people who 
have been in concentration camps and have noth
ing else to wear. After some time, however, the 
authorities will get wise to tricks like this, and 
the Nazi will feel uncomfortable. And that is 
all he has to do; for in his worried look the 
authorities will recognize the expression of years 
of suffering and will not molest him-and they 
will arrest people who have really been in camps 
and do not have that look. 

If some one wants to sell a watch to a Rus
sian and wants to get a really high price, he 
should have one that ticks as loud as possible; 
the louder the tick, the better the watch- unless 
the Russian has learned from Mr. Pl under that 
the contrary is true. For this surprising piece 
of infor:mation Mr. Plunder was presented with 

. a watch; the Russian pulled his sleeve up 
and from among all the watches that adorned 
his arm Mr. Plunder could choose the one he 
liked best. I should not say "could;" Mr. 
Plunder did not want to, but he had to . 

He also found the answer to the question 
why it is just watches that the Russians seem 
to be fond of more than of anything else. A 
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Russian officer whom he asked about it said to their nearest killed or saw them die from mis
bim, "We. have much time and few watches." · treatment and starvation. (And among them 

These are some of the many stories which others who had gone to Germany voluntarily. 
Mr. Plunder told Sunday two weeks ago in the because they were Nazis themselves.) Now 
library. He was in Europe from the last m.cnth they were free, housed in camps awaiting their 
of the war until December. He went there in repatriation (some of them have no place to go 
rwo capacities i he was a member of the Strategic to anymore). In Southern Germany Mr. Plun
Bombing Survey and, at the same time, was der stayed in the neighborhood of one of those 
attached to G2 (Intelligence Division). After camps, where the various nationalities and 
a short stay in London and a stop-over in political opinions fought each other bitterly day 
Paris he worked mainly in Southern Germany and night. There were the black markets . 
and in Austria. In Austria he had several occa- "Prices are not what they used to be," said one 
sions to visit the Russian and. the French zones man. "The trouble is people don't starve 
of occupation. enough." 

His work took him to many places, towns There was the political indecision- is Aus-
and villages, places almost completely destroyed tria a liberated or an enemy country? There 
and others hardly touched by the war, and was the chaos in administration growing out of 
brought him in contact with all kinds of people. antagonisms between the allies. Mr. Plunder 
(T he only kind he practically never met were saw the "Orient Express" (the train from 
Nazis; there was one, I seem to remember, in all Vienna to Paris, run by the French) being held 
those eight months, who admitted that he was a up by the Russians for holJrs, and learned upon 
Nazi.) An S.B.S. team (which consisted of inquiry that this happened regularly, because 
several civilians and one army officer) would, the Russians do not like the French military 
after their arrival i some town, select at ran- clique which has always been fascist-minded . 
dom a number of persons from the registration There was the awkwardness of our own ad
lists of the housing authority and ask them to ministration, the lack of policy which has since 
appear for questioning. The people were in- been discussed in numerous press reports. And 
formed that the purpose of it was -information, there was the question- "to be hard or to be 
not prosecution. The interrogators followed soft?' '- chaos within yourself. 
certain questionnaires which were worked out There is a common tenor in most reports 
by other S.B.S. men. (At some time they used on Europe. People who have been there return 
two different questionnaires, and it did not take with a feeling of depression and frustration. 
long for the Germans to find this out. One of They agree that there are often problems so· dif
Mr. Plunder' s respondents entered his office with ficult that they seem to defy a solution; but they 
the words: "Is it form A or B today?") The also agree that in many \Cases better solutions 
questionings were conducted in an informal could have been found with more intelligence, 
way. Mr. Plunder found people almost al- responsibility, and good will. -E. A. 
ways willing to talk and got the best results 
when he handled the whole thing in a casual 
way, like a simple conversation (:filling out his 
questionnaire after his respondent had left) . 
T he questionnaires, and also written reports, 
were then sent to some other offices where they 
were studied, compared, coded, etc. The com
plete Report of the Strateg,ic Bombing Survey 
appeared in print some weeks or months ago . 

In his talk Mr. Plunder followed a good 
Austrian tradition: he tQld a sad story in nice 
stories. It is a story of chaos and misery. There 
were the Displaced Persons- we should rather 
say those of the displaced persons who have sur
vived- now · called DP' s for short. Men and 
Women, boys and girls torn from their families, 
children pressed into labor, people who saw 

The Lorelei 
Alone she lives, or so I've heard, 

Whom none may touch though all may see; 
No mortal man has yet disturbed 

Her Lesbian serenity. · 

See shattered on the stony shore 
Beneath: the bones of many a man 

Who once foolishly forebore 
The dear divine eternal plan. 

While echoes on the Swedish coast 
A cry of bliss unsatisfied , 

Foiled again by the frantic boast 
Of those who saw Naples, and died. 

-WCB 
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We : Lecture : : Galen : Part 

The utility of Dr. Oswei Tempkin's lecture 
on the "Use of Parts" may be appropriately 
discovered if we proceed as Galen did in reveal
ing the utility of the parts of the body. It is 
indispensable to know the anatomy of the part 
-the nature, number, and relation of its ele
ments. We must lay out the body of Dr. Temp
kin' s lecture, kept preserved in our notes, and 
dissect out its anatomy. If our technique is not 
sensitive enough to its beauties of structure and 
richness of content, we plead that-the brilliance 
of Dr. Tempkin's vivisection more than com
pensates. 

The lecture has three parts. In the first are 
prefatory historical remarks concerning Galen 
and the "Use of Parts," these establish Galen's 
character, and the historical importance of that 
work. In the second stands the proposition that 
the parts are useful,. a thesis in opposition to 
which is set the present-day medical view. In 
the third stands a second thesis, that the parts 
have perfect order , in opposition to which are 
counter arguments. 

The thesis o-f the second part, fully stated, is 
that the parts of the body are useful for the be
ing, for the well being, and for the propagation 
of the distinctive nature which they. serve. The 
'·'courageous" lion has not the same nature as the 
'.'cowardly" rabbit , or the " swift" horse ; hence 
those parts appropriate for the one are inappro
priate for the others. Nature determines the 
construction of-the body. Man, intelligent , is a 
master artisan; he needs the master instrument. 
Appropriately, man has hands. Being on all 
fours would hamper their use; he is erec.t. To 
illustrate Galen's mode of establishing ~he use 
of any particu_lar part, Dr. Tempkin himself, 
taking his own hand as example, established the 
utility of the elements of the hand for the ac
complishment of the hand is distinctive action, 
" prehension." In opposition to Galen's view 
is set that of modern medicine ; that while it is 
all right to speak of " parts" and " actions" (or 
" functions" ) , still there is no nature in Galen's 
sense of final cause, and that "for three hun
dred years medicine has been trying to get rid 
of that stuff. " 

The thesis of the tbird part of the lectuu i~ 
that every part is adapted in the best possible 
wag -to · the being, well being, and propagation 

of the species. The topos of the supporting 
argument is that if any system other than the 
existing one be conceived, the existii:ig one will 
be seen to be better. In connection with this 
second thesis stand Galen's view that the doctor 
should order · his medical work to God, should 
praise Him. " My work is a hymn of praise . . " 
There is, partly in opposition, partly in agree
ment, a three-fold modern view. First, a diffi. 
culty: it is unconvincing to say that a beard ex
ists to make a man look stately. Second, a 
counter-proof: A body not open to wounds and 
disease is better than one which is. Ours is. 
Therefore we have not the best of bodies. 
Thirdly , an agreement : "The men who ad
vanced medicine were not materialists." 

Having outlined the anatomy of the lecture, 
we are now in a position to speculate on the 
action and utility of this "part" of our educa
tion. Its first action is to communicate, to 
propagate itself in our minds. The elements 
are ordered for this purpose. The introductory , 
remarks secure a hearing. But gaining a hear
ing is in vain, if there is nothing to be com
municated. This, then, is the utility of the two 
disputes concerning the use and perfe.ction of the 
parts ; they constitute the substance of what is 
said. The demonstration by example of the 
anatomy of the hand makes for elegance. By 
actually holding up his hand, plucking at it, 
flexing it, and pointing to it, Dr. Tempkin ren
dered this art of the lecture (not necessary to 
the substance) so effective that members of the 
audience poked about their hands and flexed 
them sym pathetically . 

But it is after it has been communicated that 
the lecture has for us its greatest action and 
utility. The action is prehension. The lecture 
is a double clasping-instrument. Its two main 
parts are suited for grasping because in each there 
is an opposition of elements, and there is noth-

ing more characteristic of a grasping instrument 
than the opposition of its parts-consider the 
thum!i and fingers . One "hand " of this instru

ment is designed .to grasp the issue about the ex
istence of soul. The other to gain a hold on the 
problem of whether ours is the best of all possi
ble worlds. Just as two cooperating hands are 
able to clasp a mediE:ine ball, so can these two 
"hands" in cooperation, enable us to handle the 
relationship of Medicine and Theology. 
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But even · when the anatomy, action, and 

utility of the lecture are discovered , there still 
remains the question whether, as a part of our 

education the lecture does its job in the best pos
sible manner. If the order of the elements of 
the lecture were to be disturbed-would it not 
then be less efficacious? Is there any better way 
of showing problems than by setting out op
posing views? The "creator" of this "part" 
has made a well ordered, intelligible and elegant 
thing . Were it missing from our education , our 

education would suffer. 

Finally I offer it to you, that if someone 

sought out the usefulness to the human soul of 
high blood pressure, or the very rapid growth of 
cells that characterizes cancer, that he might dis-

. ' cover the cause-the removal of which ·would 
mean the cure-of these two illnesses of the 
body ~ If some one did that, he would, by help
ing mankind, discharge the last great duty which 
Galen insisted in was the obligation of the doc
tor to perform, he would praise Him. 

II 

Shacks and mud, 

Trees and darkness, 

Sightless eyes 
Looking on the rain 
With lashes heavy, 
And faces warped 
And twisted with 
Everlasting downpour. 

Houses stand 
And fall 
Like rotting carcass, 
While the maggots 

Move about 
And to and fro, 
And stare with eyes 
Despairing at the 
Everpresent gloom. 

-W.A. B. 

-Hovde. 

On the Use of The Parts 

In a genial Friday night lecture Dr. Oswei 
Temkin of the Johns Hopkins Institute in the 
History of Medicine told us about Galen, the 
greatest Greek physician since Hippocrates, and 
about a work of his called On The Use Of The 
Parts, never yet published in an English ti:ans
lation. 

After a brief sketch of Galen's life, includ
ing a few intriguing hints at his robust ethics in 
competition with colleagues at the Roman 
court, Dr. Temkin launched into an analysis 
of the seventeen books that comprise the work 
on parts . Galen's question is : " Why is the 
intricate mechanism of the human body what 
it is?" To give his answer he examines and de
scribes each part of the body, shows its action, 
and finally its use. 

To examine and describe he must dissect, so 
anatomy becomes his basic science. As an un
intended contribution he ended the convention 
that interdicted dissection of human cadavers. 
His earnest recommendation of dissection was 
misunderstood by students to mean human dis
section. This fortunate misunderstanding is all 
that saves Galen's reputation as an anatomist . 
His own anatomical conclusions, that is, what 
the parts look like, based as they are on animal 
dissections only, are largely worthless . 

In the second step of his problem, determ
ining the action of the part, he labors under 
similar handicaps of custom and equipment. 
The action of an external part like the hand is 
fairly easy· to see ; and even that of some of the 
internal ones , like the human heart, can be es
tablished with fair certainty by vivisection of 
animals. But there are others, like the liver, 
whose action never become apparent to him, 
and he is forced to employ some intelligent 
guesswork which he dignifies with the name of 
' 'specµ la tion . '' 

The appearance and action of the part de
it serves the " soul. " To Galen, soul means 
termined, ·Galen then describes its " use ',, how 
nothing more nor less than the life principle. 
Whatever lives , plants, animals, humans, pos
sesses soul, and to that by virtue of which they 
live he gives the name of soul. A part can be 
useful to the soul by helping to protect the life 
of the body , by affording it a better life, or by 
helping to preserve the race. 

As Galen proceeds ot show use, part by 
part, he develops the thesis that not only is no 
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., part useless but that each is the very best pos

sible to serve the soul's purpose. The physical 
parts of a lion, whose soul is dominantly fierce 
and defiant, enable him to attack whatever he 
encounters. The cowardly soul of the rabbit is 
served by a fleet body made for running away. 

How can this interesting proposition be ex
tenqed to the relation between physical parts 
and that soul which is peculiarly rational? Had· 
man to be an erect biped in order to love wis
dom? We do not know whether the omission 
is Galen's or Temkin's, but we would. like to 
have heard how our body contributes to our 
better life. 

The parts are what they are , then, and the 
body is what it is, because the soul of each must 
be served. After soul has determined what the 
body should be, the parts are created with their 
perfect utility by a good, wise, and powerful 
creator. In this climax the primary aim of the 
books is seen to be religious, to praise the wis
dom and skill of God, to brand as impious any 
suggestion that a part is not useful or good. 

To answer why the body sometimes fails in 
its service to the soul, is often inadequate to pre
serve life, Galen explains that the creator of the 
parts was craftsman only, a creator only in the 
sense that he put form into an already existing · 
material. If a bone is not strong enough for the 
soul's use, it is not because of faulty construe-

. tion, but weak material. Disease is due to the 
same cause. 

Until the sixteenth century this work was 
gospel in the medical world. But as the 
mechanistic theories of Descartes and the chance 
apotheosizing tendencies of the Darwinian 
school began to prevail, Galen's books slid into 
neglect. Does the work deserve a reading today? 
Just to say it sounds like a good book is not 
saying enough, since time is short and we must 
be sternly discriminating in parceling it out to a 
multitude of suitors . 

If the proper study of man is man, Galen 
already has a prima facie case. And though these 
books are no longer useful as· medicar hand
books, they seem to offer something worth
while to the man seeking a liberal education. 
For the question which Galen considers is one 
important part of that broad problem which 
has engrossed the great minds in our tradition, 
"What is this wonderful universe all about?" 
The details of his answer can be no more ac
curate than the defective anatomical premises on 
which they are based, but certain original vir-

tues of method are .still valid. His approach to 
the problems of the body, .maintaining that 
every part has its use, is still unassailable, and 
modern medical science employs it. The prac
tice of inducing high fever as a curative treat
ment stemmed from a Galenic conviction that 
since a sick body is naturally fevered, fever must 
have its purpose. Even the apparent contradic
tions to the assumption of utility of parts in 
modern medical theory, for example, the denial 
of function to the appendix and so-called ves
tigial organs, may later prove to be based on 
imperfect understanding. 

His theology, which essentially shows God 
as a creator with purpose, may see itself simi
larly vindicated. Who can disbelieve that our 
present doubts about the teleology of the uni
verse may likewise be based on imperfect under
standing? 

The books seem worth a perusal, though 
hardly in our busy program should we give 
them the time necessary for a reading in Greek. 
Won't one of our Greek scholars take up pen 
and dictionary and supply the want of an Eng
lish translation? 

- Morray. 

The Encyclopedia Britannica plans to pub
lish and hopes to sell a set of The Great Books, 
a project itself noble and gallant enough to 
elicit much admiration and best wishes. Ac
companying the books themselves, however, as 
a very special part of the set, ·Mr. Adler tells us 
that we may hope to find the first. fruit of an 
enterprise of epic proportion: an index wherein, 
among other things, there will be synthesized 
what all of the great authors have had to say 
about each of 10 5 classic ideas, their choice of 
the chapters of the index having been arrived at 
by naming all the things each book talks about 
and then determining the least number of names 
under which all could be classified. The aim 
of this opus is as magnificent as the construction 
must be difficult; at the least Mr. Adler hopes 
that the Index may reveal a pattern wherein some 
unity of Western tradition may be reflected, and 
that a basis of communication may be thereby 
restored. This is surely a heroic conception if 
there ever was one; it's quite a drop to have to 
report that the question period was smelling of 
an old herring which Mr. Adler has made no 
small effort to bury in the past; and we can 
imagine his chagrin on discovering dullards who 
still don't see that the Platonic-Aristotelian 

controversy is ·dead. Any good man ought . to 
be indignant against those ·who would imply 
that the intent of the Index is to protect the 
Books with a ring of Aristotle. On the other 
band, both Mr. Adler and Mr. Gorman have in 
the past shown fairly pronounced Aristotelian 
leanings, enough so that it's a good bet neither 
would be unhappy if the silly Platonic dallying 
about words could be smothered and left behind 
once and for all _ under a mountain of classifica
tion. Perhaps we may expect Mr. Adler back 
to hack away at the issue from closer quarters 
again . 

-R.D. 

Report From Hollywood 
It might be better, as Sartre said, to note 

the daily happenings each day. 
The piggy-bank and the diary book- tools 

of a lazy creation. 
To write, but what to write? The daily 

happenings, as I have decided before? That is, 
for instance, that I had spaghetti for lunch; 
went to the museum in the afternoon; and com
ing home late at night saw a drunkard on the 
street? Or to write about what has broken its 
ties with the calenders .. the yesterday that lives 
in today, and the morrow that died yest.erday? 
Each day in the past might have been as empty 
and unfelt as this ending one, but why is it that 
the adding up of zeros amounts to such an un
expected total? Or, is it that the past was quite 
different from the present, and that it has ended 
sometime ago refusing any addition to itself? 

It seems to me now that the past is where 
everything was decided and happened. We were 
in the past 'til it was time to change, to go back 
and start all over again, but once we have lost 
the possibility the past has ended. 

And now, like the fortune tellers in Dante's 
Hell, we are set on the road, our faces turned 
back, seeing everything pass b~t nothing coming. 

- Sadi Koylan, 
Courtesy of Bill Harris. 

Saint Johnny as Political Animal 
Three of our students (Benedict, Witwer, 

Nelson) who attended the Student Federalists 
Conference at Concord, already described in 
this paper, reported on it and its relation to the 
College at a Sunday night Library Meeting. 
Now it is true that the general idea of world 
federation is well-known in these parts; but not, 

I would contend, well understood. Most of us 
·think having world government would be nice 
in the same indefinite way we think it would 
be nice to have more money or a better climate. 
Sometimes it is had to tell whether we want 
more than this inadequate understanding: for if 
the atttendance at this meeting, as well as at 
Student Policy meetings, is any real indication 
of anything, it would seen we care as little 
about the way the world is run as we do about 
governing our own social life. And this, if 
true, strikes me as a dangerous unconcern. 

Perhaps all absent students were in their 
rooms busily writing lab reports and reading 
Great Books? Doesn' t reading Great Books 
awaken any awareness of individual political 
responsibility? Is all our talk about law and 
justice idle, vague, and merely verbal? Is the 
land of abstractions so aloof and absorbing that 
we cannot sully our thinking by directing it 
downward to the perversity of human relations? 
Is a feeling of helplessness before such vast prob
lems some sort of Socratic humility, or is it a 
mask for indolence? 

And is all this just so much rodomontade? 
That may be. All I want to suggest is that the 
questions discussed at this meeting are import
ant for all of us and they must . be asked often 
in whatever rhetoric it is that gets us to think 
hard about them. The world .may well be lost, 
but not well lost, by ignoring them. 

To conclude with something useful and 
specific: anyone who would like to know how 
a liberal artist, as distinguished from the rest of 

. us, would tackle these questions could hardly 
do better than to get ahold of Mortimer Adler's 
How To Think About War And Peace, where 
the .issues are defined and clarified in a way that 
would seem to l~ave little room for improve
ment (not adv.) . 

-W. C. B. 

Art Criticism 
A common idea of an art critic is that he is 

a ·person that can tell you what is good and bad 
in art. That idea would be plausible if there 
were only one art critic in the world. There 
is more than one, however, and as many critics 
as there are opinions of what is good and bad. 
Many people, perplexed at the situation, are 
known to have uttered the classic phrase, "I 
don't know anything about art, but I know 
what I like." · 
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There are ideas behind paintings and schools 
of paintings. We may compare the ideas and 
pass judgment on them, or may consider them 
as a na~ural growth. The ability with which 
the artist expressed his idea may be contem
plated upon, too. If one were to try to evalu
ate a painting of Rembrandt's it would be wise 
to compare his ideas of light with his con
temporaries, to see how they differ, and also 
compare the individual painting to some of his 
ot~er~. It would not seem fair to judge his 
pamtmgs by the standards of Salvadore Dali, or 
a Chinese scroll painting, or vice-versa. 

Many people judge paintings solely on their 
technique without looking into the matter any 
further. !echnique is. application and is per
s?nal, as is color, ~ub:Ject matter, and expres
sion on faces. It is important that an artist 
should know in what manner to express his 
idea, but without an idea behind it, it does not 
express anything, except emotion as expression-
ism does. · 

A great many ideas have changed the 
course of the history of art. They generally 
departed from tradition amid a burst of dis
approval from lovers of tradition, and in the 
end became part of the tradition themselves. 
For instance, in Egypt mural painting was done 
with a great regard to the observance of the two 
dimensional quality of a wall. It was a plane, 
and therefore by law, the third dimension was 
not allowed ot disrupt that plane. 

In the Italian Renaissance many systems 
were tried to successfully represent the third di
mension. Artists were obsessed with the idea 
and even in the theatre, scenery was designed b; 
use of columns to give the greatest illusion of 
depth possible. 

In modern times the invention of the camera 
and the discovery of new light and color theories 
induced artists to put tiny dabs of red paint next 
~o ~abs of yellow paint to create the optical 
1llus10n of the color orange from a distance. 
This orange was more intense than the usual 
mixing of red and yellow pigment. 

On the premise that all forms are modifica
tions of g~ometric f~rms, a school of painting 
arose whtch experimented with geometric 
forms. This school was a revolt · against the 
vague imagery of impressionism. They felt 
that there was more to painting than images, 
and concentrated on form. 

A~ot~er school, partly influenced b 
Platomc ideas of beauty, devised a bypath ' 
f . . h . eslt or pamtmg on t e premise that true beauty w 
not representational, but consisted in the c aa 

1 
. h' or. 

rect re ations ip of two dimensional shapes t 
one another. Thus beauty existed in a well d 

0 

signed curve or straight line in its true relatio e. 
shiJ? ~o all the other lines and shapes in the co~~ 
posit10n. 

A re~entb school, using Freudian symbolism 
as. a spring oard has peered into the subcon. 
s~ious dream world. Their canvases have a mul
titude of naturalistic objects, which in them
selves are not unusual, but in their relationship 
to one another extrat::?rdinary. 

Fro~ these and other ideas have sprung in
terpretat10ns. Generally there was a small 
group, and son:ietimes only one artist that 
started the ball rolling. Then the idea gained 
momentum until it was accepted and had fol
l~we.rs. Generally a follower does not have the 
vitality of a new idea in his painting, as he has 
not ex:perienced the birth pains. However, his 
work is more inclined to be less harsh and more 
decorative, and will sometimes appeal to the 
general public more than that of the originator. , 

Today, besides having in our museums and 
galleries work gather from many eras and civ
ilizations, we are beset by the deluge of con
temporary painting. We have hosts of con
temporary artists who are followers of other 
artists from the Italian Renaissance to the pres
ent day. It is truly very confusing to decide 
what is good and what is bad. It would appear 
that the problem is to discover and put in their 
proper relationships this conglomeration of 
artistic ideas, to. see how one grew out of 
another, and who was a follower of who. The 
terms "good" and "bad" do not fit somehow to 
something that i~ not a moral issue, but rather 
an issue of being logical or illogical, coherent or 
incoherent, original or imitative, profound or 
superficial seems more in keeping with the sub
ject. 

-Daniel . Brockhuizen. 
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History - Ours 
On Friday, April 19th, Mr. Carl Van 

Doren, whom Mr. Buchanan introduced sim
ply as "Mark's brother," gave us the history of 
the Western Hemisphere in the record time of an 
hour and a half. It is rumored that he origin
ally intended it to be merely the history of the 
United States, but since a number of people 
expressed incredulity at his audacity in attempt
ing such a task, he thought it wiser to make the 
·subject even larger so that such people would 
be silent in awe or in contempt. "You can 
either do it in an hour and a half," he said be
fore the lecture, "or you'll have to fill four 
volumes." 

The history of the Americas, as he told it, 
divides itself into four different phases up to 
the present time, and where in the United States 
we may be said to have achieved a measure of 
success in our various enterprises, the South 
Americas have achieved no such success, as their 
recent history so ably demonstrates. So Mr. 
Van Doren told of them both, as much for the 
contrast as for the similarity. 

These lands, he pointed out, were discovered 
and settled long before Columbus ever drew 
breath , probably by Asiatics from across the 
Berring Straits, probably by others as well. 
Historians find indications of diverse civiliza
tions, and the many languages in use when 
Spaniards and English came indicate that the 
first settlers came from many lands, even as 
they do today. In Mexico and Peru, great em
pires had grown, and a very considerable ad
vance in civilization was evident. In our own 
country, a number of the Indian tribes had 
come to be well-governed societies, sometimes 
even establishing federations of tribes under the 
same laws. 

With the arrival of Europeans, however, 
these societies vanished with startling rapidity. 
Mr. Van Doren suggested that it was a clash of 
ages, iron versus bronze, with the latter made 
obsolete by the newer, cheaper and every bit as 
serviceable material for tools and weapons. In 
South America, the Spaniards, led by adventur
ers who were sponsored by their King, con-

quered, and set themselves up as rulers, although 
benevolent ones, since the new government and 
the Church which came with it did not consider 
their subjects as rational beings, sparing thetn 
from slavery and the agony of the Inquisition. 
But the Spaniards remained under the laws ·of 
their Sovereign across the seas, and they made 
no attempt to establish a new nation. They 
pursued their individual whims as they chose. 

In contrast to this, Englishmen settled fur 
ther North who, since they had fled from perse
cution in their own country, had no expecta
tion of ever being invited to return-indeed, it 
was not until they began to prosper that Britain 
took pains to hold and rule them. Having 
come, then to found a new nation, and having 
no support from their home, they banded to
gether in colonies, destroying Indian tribes 
where they had to, bargaining with them where 
they could. Being their own masters, they de
veloped a kind of self-reliance and independence 
which was the basis of the revolution which 
followed. Teamwork was the byword, in 
contrast to the Spaniards further South who 
lived secure in the money and power of the 
Spanish King. Such were the beginnings of our 
modern hstory. 

Around the middle of the 18th Century, 
however, Great Britain began to take an inter
est in her promising little coloneis along the 
Atlantic Coast. Whereas not a hundred years 
before they had found the Dutch happier at the 
gain of Dutch Guiana than sorry at the loss of 
N ew Amsterdam, the British now found them
selves envied for the potatoes, tobacco and corn, 
to mention only a few, which were at least as 
rewarding as the sugar that Holland had found. 
But Britain failed to see how self-reliant her 
colonies had become and her exploitation, 
·which was clumsily handled, was resented. We 
had come not as conquerers, but as settlers, and 
we had not found such large and advanced em
pires as the Spaniards had. Battles with In
dians were small, if terrible, and the dangers 
from them were scattered. We drove them 
away or exterminated them almost as fast as 


