
CONTINUATION OF THE SCIENCE DIALOGUE
—R. Neidorf

In the April 17 issue of SEVEN, Mr. Stanciu takes 
exception to some views about physics that he found 
in my lecture of April 10. Most of what he found I do 
not recognize, but that may be my failing. More im
portantly, his article is as full of sentiment for the 
integrity of physics as my lecture was intended to be 
full of sentiment for the integrity of reason; because 
I share his sentiment for physics, 1 would like to 
clarify if I can some of the disagreements that may 
lie between us.
Consider the notion that there are real cognisable 

universals, that is, real relationships operative in 
nature which reason may uncover. Mr. Stanciu con
nects this thesis with the nineteenth century ideal of 
a particle physics of rigid determinism and with an 
escapist refusal to take quantum physics seriously. 
He also argues that the issue is decided—against the 
existence of real universals—by the historical vic
tory of quantum physics. The nerve of the argument is 
that the uncertainty principle has to be explained by 
admitting that attempts to observe subatomic 
particles interfere with their behavior in uncontroll
able and unpredictable ways, thus creating a barrier 
between mind and nature. But his association of a 
philosophical issue with the history of physics is 
wrong.

In expounding one among many interpretations of the 
uncertainty principle, Mr. Stanciu makes it all too 
simple. First, the uncertainty principle allows for the 
determination with any degree of precision of either 
one of a pair of conjugate coordinates, but not both 
simultaneously. In so far, there must be more to be 
said about the sense in which the observer is cut 
off from nature.

Second, emphasis on the unpredictability of isolated 
micro-systems tends to make the regularity in the be
havior of large ensembles of such systems myster
ious. Something regular and reliable is going on. One 
may or may not claim that we are capable of insight 
into the situation, but the situation itself does not 
decide the epistemological issue.
Finally, it is not clear whether the uncertainty 

principle is offered as a deduction from postulates, 
an inductive result, or some third thing. If it is a 
deduction from postulates, an inductive result, or 
deduction from postulates, then the significance of the 
postulates is open to contestable interpretations. The 
postulates may be and have been regarded as denying 
the existence of classical particles, in which case 
they embody a tentative truth-claim about nature and 
not a denial of its knowability. If the uncertainty 
principle is an inductive result, it is presumably a 
generalization from observations. What are the ob
servations? Are they observations OF classical par
ticles? That would be peculiar if the principle is 
taken to mean that the particles are in some way 
unobservable or unknowable. Perhaps then the ob
servations are just raw data obtained from an ex
perimental apparatus. Then by what right are the 
results taken as significant of the behavior of 
classical particles? Under this view it is hard to 
see what warrant there is for clinging to the notion 
that there are classical particles at all, since the 
data are no longer explained thereby. Of course

the uncertainty principle may be neither a postulat'e 
nor an inductive result simply, but then the inter
pretation of it will be even more difficult...

Thus the claim that quantum physics shows some
thing about the unknowability ofmature presupposes 
a certain theory of nature while denying that there"

R. NEIDORF

is any empirical warrant for the' theory. What 
SHOULD be claimed is that quantum physics makes a 
shambles of the older theory of matter and'how it is 
observed; but rtat proves nothing about real univer
sals unless one thinks that their existence is neces
sarily associated with the older theory. Let us look 
at that.

I can see no reason for tying the knowability of 
nature to the notion that states of matter are defined 
by and predictable from their simultaneously deter
minable positions and momenta. It is even harder to 
see why the ideal of objective knowledge has to be 
tied to the notion that observations and experiments 
involve only negligible interference with the objects 
observed. One might believe that only if one believed 
that knowledge requires data that of themselves tell 
an unequivocal story. No doubt many nineteenth cen
tury physicists believed that, and believed that they 
had such date; but even Plato knew that there is no 
such thing.
Perhaps both Einstein and Bohr felt that observa

tions obtained by minimal interaction with the ob
served are necessary conditions for knowledge of 
nature; if they did it was a naive feeling and shows 
that they were both under the influence of a dubious 
interpretation of classical physics, an interpreta
tion which often paraded the methods and concepts 
of that physics as a paradigm of objective knowledge. 
That there are serious difficulties with that inter
pretation was known long before Einstein and Bohr; 
that so many were carried away by it is a measure 
of the rhetorical power of science turned dogmatical.
To take seriously the interaction of observer and 

observed, of knower and known, is not necessarily 
to land in scepticism. Plato and Aristotle, who 
surely held the nature is knowable, rejected many 
a theory on the ground that it ignored or rendered 
unintelligible mind’s place in nature.
Meanwhile, there is another consequence flowing 

from the attempt to make real knowledge of nature 
stand or fall with nineteenth century physics. That 
physics offers us a world of iron causal determin
ism, devoid of feeling, purpose, and thought. If I 
believed that real knowledge requires such an on
tology, I would welcome any hope of scepticism. 
As it is, I cannot believe that nineteenth century 
physics ever deserved the philosophical status it 
claimed for itself; consequently, its destruction can
not be equivalent to the destruction of the ideals 
which it claimed to embody.
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Changes Noted in St.John Programs
Editor’s note: Following is a letter from Myron 
Wolbarsht, professor of Ophthalmology at the Duke 
University Medical Center, and a 1950 graduate of 
the Annapolis campus of St. John’s College, to Gerry 
Zollars, admissions officer for the Santa Fe campus, 
concerning some of the changes that have taken place 
in the program since 1950.
Dear Gerry:

As I promised when I met you I am enclosing a 
list of some changes in the program since 1946-50. 
The easiest way, perhaps, is just to list some things 
that I think have changed, giving you the way they 
used to be, letting you supply the current form.
There were a year of each of the following lan

guages in the order given; Greek, Latin, German, 
French. In Latin we spent most of our time reading 
the Gospel according to St. John (which we had read 
earlier in Greek); St. Augustine and the Aneld. Of 
course the advantages of taking Latin and German 
were that you could read in some detail some writers 
in their natural tongue. In German, we read Kant. 
We also read Goethe and Schiller but they probably 
weren’t so important.

The laboratory was under revision so continuously 
that it doesn’t really seem worthwhile to write down 
what we had as it was even changed several times 
within each year.
As far as the reading list goes, we read Hypo- 

crates, Ancient Medicine and Airs, Waters, and 
Places; Euripides, The Trojan Women; Aristophanes, 
The Frogs; Aristarchus, On the Sizes and Distances, 
of the Sun and Moon; The Poetics of Aristotle.

Tacitus—we read in addition to The Annals, The 
History. We read Justinian’s Institutes; The Saga of 
Burnt Njal (I regarded this as one of the most 
significant works on the whole list.). (We did not 
read Anselm at all.) We read Moliere, Tartuffe. 
We read only the Philosophy of History by Hegel 
but we did read Bernard’s Introduction to Exper
imental Medicine. We did not read Mendel. We read 
Ibsen, Ghosts; Pride and Prejudice by Austin. We did 
not read Peirce or Vallery. We read Kierkegaard, 
Philosophical Fragments. We did not read Mark 
Twain nor The Charter of the United Nations. We 
did read Poincare, Science and Hypothesis; Mon
tesquieu and Melville, although we read Moby Dick 
and not Billy Budd.
There were no precept or ials. There was an annual 

essay every year—the last year, of course, this 
was the senior thesis. This was due some time 
around the beginning of May. The senior oral ex
aminations ran through the month of May. These 
were, of course, public and widely attended. At 
the beginning of the sophomore, junior, and senior 
years there were written examinations. In the case 
of the senior year this was the enabling examination 
which ran about a week. It consisted of both oral 
and written exams. At the conclusion of these the 
student would be given three choices—not allowed 
to complete his senior year; allowed to complete his 
senior year but not permitted to write a thesis and 
graduate; or allowed to take the senior year, write 
a thesis and graduate (if the thesis were to be satis
factory). All three options were exercised my year.

Real Olympics Schedule
Saturday May 23

9 AM to 3 AM - PARTY (unorganized)
10 AM - Assemble at Pond. People are asked'to 

dress accordingly for parade, togas, wreathes, 
etal

10:30 AM - Parade starts at Sweeny Gym 
Libation follows 

12 noon - Lunch
Miss Sophrosuna contest follows 

1:30 PM - Games begin at soccer field 
3:30 PM - Spartan Mad Ball

Rules: 1. ball must be carried over goal 
2. no other rules 

5:30 PM - Dinner 
8 PM - Movie in Great Hall 
9:30 PM - Party (organized)

Real Olympics Committee
Doug Cotier, Dave Sills, Chris Nelson, Mike Landry, 

John Kvapil

Something Is Gone
How painful to remember 
A heaven once attained now gone.
The spring is still waiting there 
And it is beautiful 
But we are no longer part of it.
Perhaps if we could find its name...
But no, let us part.
Something is gone from me.

—Jared Smith
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Where Board Fee
Increase Went

Last year, students and their parents were sent a 
notice concerning a $50 raise in the board fees for 
St. John’s College for the 1969-70 school year. We 
have been unable to obtain a copy of that notice to 
reprint here, but most students recall that it promised 
"food with a foreign flair’’ and "two steak nights a 
week’’. These things, not being evident, have made 
some students curious as to where the money went. 
After talking with President Weigle, Kirk Tutle, 
treasurer, and Gary Brown, food service manager, 
we can assure you that there is nothing diabolical 
involved.

Della Marie Manning

In the year 480 B.C. Xerxes, then the king of Per
sia, dispatched a fleet of one thousand ships to sur
prise the Greeks near Athens. Counselors of the 
Greek cities met to consider what action was to be 
taken against the attackers. Naturally there were dif
ferent opinions presented — "Surrender”,"Fight”, 
"Flee”. It seems that those who wanted to fight 
were in the majority, and naturally they could not 
agree among themselves on the best plan of action. 
So. what was there to do but to consult the "Oracle 

of Delphi” ? The priestess at the temple of Delphi 
prepared herself for the ancient tradition by sip
ping water from the sacred spring, consuming 
laurel leaves, and shaking a laurel stick until she 
became dizzy and entranced, at which time she was 
believed to be a channel of the god Apollo. Her ad
vice to the Greeks was that they were to rely upon 
"walls of wood,” if they wished to survive. But 
what walls, where? Should a wooden fort be erect
ed at once on the old citadel of Athens? Many pro
posed guesses as to the meaning of the oracle’s 
advice. Among them was Themistocles, the leader 
of the Athenean army, who had a plan based upon 
a sea battle, and so he insisted that "walls of wood” 
should be interpreted as referring to the wooden 
hulls of ships. Setting off to sea with three hundred 
small Athenian ships in the narrow straits between 
the island of Salamis and the coast of Attica, he man
aged to beat the Persian fleet’s thousand larger ships. 
Since the advice o the Delphic Oracle was obviously 
proven to be the " right advice” in their time of need, 
the people implanted their faith in the priestess, not 
in Themistocles who had interpreted the priestess' 
double-talk and who had won the battle for them 
against the great Persian army.

What did the ancients have in the way of scientific 
evidence to support any physical theories which might 
explain the forces of nature and the incidents of 
chance? Not much, except a faith brought about by 
reasoning, a faith in many gods that developed as 
a way of explaining nature. And it made perfect

sense to them to explain a bolt of lightning and a clap
of thunder as the anger of the gods.
And what about today? People still"knock on wood” 

in an attempt to appease the forest elf that was lock
ed into the wood when the tree was chopped down. 
An amazing number of people still run from the path 
of a black cat in the belief that it is a witch. In 
many places around the world, still today men utter 
"magic words” to cure disease and to bring good 
fortune to the people. The hexing craft still sur
vives. People go to gypsies for their fortunes. Thir
teen is an unlucky number. Seven years of bad luck 
follow the breaking of a mirror. And horoscopes, 
oh! To think that men still, though there has been 
not a little bit of evidence to prove it, fight and kill 
and ruin' for the sake of love and peace! What is 
worse, to think that men have always used what we 
call "reason” to arrive at these absurd ends, rea
son that is supposed to be the big difference be
tween men and beasts.
It is not always so easy to determine the truth of a 

thing, truth is far-fetched in many ways, but it is 
not so taxing to determine plausibility; to separate 
the plausible, the likely, from the ridiculous. For 
example, it is pretty much generally accepted now 
that eclipses of the sun are caused by the moon’s 
moving between the sun and the earth, and scientists 
are able to predict this occurence with precision. 
Being able to predict the occurrence of eclipses 
is verification enough to believe the theory to be fact. 
It may be true, or not, but at least it is plausible. 
In contrast to this are tjiings like putting hexes 
on people and believing numbers to be unlucky. 
While I am confident that coincidents have occur
red which make thirteen appear unlucky to the per
son who has anything to do with it, I am also con
fident that thirteen may or may not be unlucky, 
and that there is no proof, no likelihood of it’s being 
so.
Man’s ability to reason is clearly sometimes un

reasonable, even detrimental to his existence. Will 
man survive? Certainly he will, until there is good 
reason for him not to.

Seven learned from Tuttle that the $50 was used 
in a variety of ways, other than simply buying 
more and better food. The college buildings and 
grounds department is in charge of the janitorial 
and lighting services for the dining hall, which ac
counted for part of the money. Some new kitchen 
equipment had to be bought, and some old equip
ment replaced. Tuttle stated that the college ex
pects to have to replace more equipment as time 
goes on.

THE CANDYMAN
Strings and Things

The Folkmuslc Center of New Mexico 
127 E. Water St.

MARTIN D45 Now in Stock!

Student Government? A Meletocracy?

He estimated that about half of the money had 
gone to the Broughton Food Service, Brown and the 
food service owners assured him that they would 
step up the quality and quantity of the food. Tuttle 
indicated that he is satisfied with the results, 
pointing out the increases in the amount of food 
and fresh produce and higher quality of meat as 
the main improvements.

Brown stated that he agreed with Tuttle, except 
that he estimated his share to be about one third 
rather than half of the additional fees. He further 
said that he had been unaware of the notice sent 
to the students and parents last year, and was 
sorry he could not offer all it promised. He indicat
ed that there had been some mix-up and he had 
not been consulted prior to the notices being sent 
out. He emphasized that communication between 
the food service and the college administration is 
much better now.

Brown stated that the money he received has 
;one both for the improvements cited by Tuttle 
ind to cover rising costs. Wholesaler’s and trans- 
)ortation costs have gone up, he said, giving the 
jxample of eggs, which have gone up from 390 
i dozen last year to 590 a dozen and more for this 
^ear. Only recently have prices begun to go down, 
le said.
Brown has spent more than his management had 

wanted him to in an effort to provide the best 
possible food to the students within reason and 
financial feasability.

— Steve DeLuca

Occasionally the need for a voice of the student body 
is apparent. The question is: what type of student 
voice, or government, could serve the St. John’s 
community? Jerry Zollars has considered the prob
lem and suggested the idea of a meletocracy. The 
following article is the result of a conversation with 
him about a meletocracy.

The main identity of a government is the "who” 
that has legislative power. In a plutocracy, the 
plutocrats have the power, in an aristocracy, the 
aristocrats, in democracy, the democrats. In a 
meletocracy (from the Greek, meletaw—to care or 
attend), those who are interested in the issue at 
hand would be those with the legislative powers. 
To become a plutocrat, one need only to become 
wealthy; to become a meletocrat, one need only 
show interest by coming to a meeting.

In a democratic form of government, the assump
tion is made that all citizens are interested and will 
partake in the government. The democratic form of 
government encourages a feeling of obligation to 
act in the functions of the government. Non-lnter- 
ested citizens are often hassled because of this 
pseudo-obligation.

In a meletocracy, no one would be obligated to at
tend meetings, but anyone interested in an issue has 
as much say in the decision as any other interested 
person. No one would have the excuse of "my at
tendance wouldn’t have helped” if they do not concur 
with the decisions made. Naturally, satisfaction to 
everyone, at all times, would not be found. Issues 
would be settled by vote of the meletocrats at that 
meeting. A person might be a meletocrat at one 
meeting and not at the next without any qualms.

As the agenda would change from meeting to meet
ing, so would the meletocracy. Of course, the agenda 
of every meeting would be published prior to each 
meeting. The only new business would be discussion 
of the agenda for the next meeting. Matters which 
necessitate more prompt action, could be handled 
at special meetings, again with an agenda published 
beforehand.

a 216 W. 
SAN

FRANCISCO
983-9825

CUSTOM SANDALS 
HANDBAGS • GARMETS

Officers would be elected at a meeting designated 
for such a purpose, serve for one. semester, and be 
allowed to resign whenever they no longer have an 
interest. Officers should also have a vote of con- 
fidence at every 'otheT DTlt! W'PTIS“^TOrt
term of office and the nature of the government, the 
offices would most likely be filled by interested 
persons, not those who are seeking status, thus 
avoiding the popularity contests that most student 
governments become. A regular schedule of meet
ings and some idea of quorum (very small, perhaps 
just the number of officers) would seem necessary 
for the operation of this government.

In a sense, a meletocracy is a form of institu
tionalized ad hoc committees; a form of govern
ment which seems to fit the atmosphere of our 
college community.

—Jon R. Stroud
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An Interview With St. John's President

Weigle On Campus Problems
SEVEN: We understand that the $50 raise in fees 

for this year for improved food service was not 
all used by the food service. Could you tell us if 
this is true?

WEIGLE: I do not know exactly what the figures 
are, but the monies which we actually paid to the 
food service are only a part of the monies that 
are paid for board, because the college is respon
sible for the heat and the light and the janitorial 
service and other things in the dining hall. It 
might well be that some part has gone for these 
other things.
SEVEN: It was further suggested that the raise in 

fees on the Santa Fe campus was primarily done 
because the fees had to be raised on the Annapolis
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campus and the fees were raised here to make 
them even.
WEIGLE: No, if anything it would be the other way 

round, because your fees on this campus fall short 
by about $650,000 of covering the cost of the ed
ucation here, if you multiply $350 by 300 stucfents, 
you’re still going to find that it will fall some
thing like $525,000 short. If we were going to 
make the fees cover the actual cost of education, 
we would have to push them up to about $5,000 a 
year.
SEVEN: Many students feel that it is unfortunate 

in. many ways that the students must live on campus 
due to the terms of the loan from the federal govern
ment on the dorms. We would like to know if there 
is anything that could be done so that students who 
are 21 years of age or older, and thereby con
sidered adults, could perhaps form their own dorm 
group?

WEIGLE: I think that it is possible that they might 
be able to form their own dorm group. The difficulty 
with this is that you take all the more mature 
people, (hopefully they are more mature than the 
18-year-old freshmen) and move them out of the 
other dormitories, thus remove their stabilizing 
effect on the others. But we are locked in as far as 
allowing people to live off campus until the dor
mitories are full. Now what can happen is this. There 
are only 272 spaces to fill. We will be over 272 next 
fall, and it might be that if we go to 300 plus 10% 
enrollment, or 330, that a fairly large number could 
have that option of living off campus. But that in turn 
means that we have to have more classrooms.
Another thing that could conceivably be done is 

to bring married couples back on campus. Of 
course, I do not know if that would be greeted with 
enthusiasm or not, but it is conceivable that some 
married couples would want to be here. Certain 
problems would arise, but in the summer, you see, 
we do have men and women living in these dorms.
SEVEN: Various members of the community have 

expressed the feeling that the community doesn’t 
work together as a unit—the faculty works separate 
from the administration and students, and the stu
dents work separate from the administration and 
faculty. What do you think you, as president, could 
do to alleviate the problem?
_^WEIGLE: Well, first_of all, T don’t think that there 
is anywhere near the problem that you suggest. 
There is, on the whole, good_ communication. Ad
ministrative officers are always present at faculty 
meetings, and we talk about this overall problem 
all the time. Administrative officers and faculty 
members frequently eat in the dining hall.

It is true that there is practically no way iri the 
world that you can persuade students to come to a 
meeting and hear what the administration might want 
to say to them, or have them ask the administration 
questions. We are always delighted to have one or 
two people come in and sit down and take thirty 
or forty-five minutes for direct conversation and 
dialogue. But there is no way in the world that the 
Dean, or the President or the Treasurer can sit 
down with groups of one or two or three St. Johnnies 
succesively and get anything else done. If you an
nounce that there will be a meeting to discuss 
something, perhaps only 17 students show up for it. 
There is no way that you can get the information 
to the others, unless you put it in a notice or some
thing which creates an unread saewstorm in the 
mail area.
Tutors are going to be, by and large, sort of reluc

tant to force themselves upon students. If there is 
a group in the coffee shop and you see a tutor wander 
in, why not say “Hello, Mr. Black, why don’t you 
sit and join us.”

You cannot set these things up in artificial fashion. 
You have to have the will, the interest, and the en
thusiasm on both sides to accomplish it.
SEVEN: What do you think about “open dormi

tories” ?
WEIGLE: It seems to me that the hours as they 

now exist up until midnight or one o’clock provides 
ample opportunity for people to sit and visit in each 
other’s rooms. There is a strange kind of a feeling 
here that if you could just get the dormitories open

NATURAL FOODS STORE
Organically Grown Fresh Vegetables 

Dried Fruit - Nuts - Oils 
Flour Stone Milled On Order

1203 Cerrillos Road, Santa Fe

24 hours a day, this would solve all the problems.' 
-Or would people find then that therte was something 
else that disturbed them. They would not want to eat 
in the dining hall; they would not want to wear 
reasonable clothes to lectures; or they would want 
to go around in bare feet. It appears that each time 
students think just one thing is going to solve all 
the problems.
SEVEN: It seems in some sense the administra

tion feels that the rules are there as a necessary 
aid for the student’s governing of their own lives. 
And the students resent the loss of faith the ad
ministration seems to have.

WEIGLE: It’s not a loss of faith. It’s simply a 
feeling that order is more likely to produce the 
conditions in which good learning is going to take 
place, rather than anarchy, and a doing away with 
all rules.

SEVEN: Could an experimental system of self
regulating dorms be tried for a period of time 
to see how it works out?

WEIGLE: I think the deans would be amenable to 
suggestions on it. You see, the president delegates 
to the deans the responsibility for the curriculum 
and the welfare of the students. And it is up to the 
deans and assistant deans to work these things out.
SEVEN: Could you tell us anything about the system 

on the Annapolis campus whereby three seniors 
advise on the granting of tenure to faculty members?

WEIGLE: What happened this year on a trial basis 
was that each tenure tutor talked to two or three 
seniors and sought their advice on those tutors who 
were coming up for tenure. I think it was rather 
helpful.

SEVEN: Could we institute such a thing here?
WEIGLE: I should think we could. Again, it would 

be the dean that would be the logical person to 
speak with concerning this matter. I would per
sonally be perfectly willing to see it go farther than 
the faculty members. I have always thought that 
there might be some sort of useful consultation 
with students. But is has to be more than a pop
ularity contest. That is why we suggest seniors, 
as the most mature students in the community.

SEVEN: You are no doubt aware of the meeting 
with Acting Assistant Dean Rule by various dorm 
delegates about dress regulations in which he seemed 
to think there were some reasonable ideas but said 
he couldn’t put them into effect without approval 
of the President. In effect, it came down to con
vincing you of the necessity of the change.

WEIGLE: You have to realize that great changes 
have taken place in these matters over the last two 
decades and we now think nothing of things that would 
have horrified most of us 10 or 15 years ago. The 
hair that hangs around necks of boys and girls and 
protrudes from the front of gentlemen’s faces these 
days take some getting used to for a good many 
oldsters. This is all right; we have never made any 
issue of this. And then the dress tends to be sloppier 
and sloppier, and the older and the more frayed it is, 
somehow the better it is. Unhappily St. John’s stu
dents follow in very timid fashion all the prevailing 
fashions of dress instead of striking out on their 
own to establish a different set of patterns, and 
the kind of thing imitated of course is simply the 
hippie fashion. Now this makes it quite difficult to 
persuade various people that we do not have hippies 
here. Many people find it difficult to get behind the 
shrubbery and see the soundness of the ideas and 
thinking of the student.

I personally tend to be a kind of orderly person. 
I can’t help it. That was the way I was brought up 
and that’s my nature. (You know, I pick up papers, 
turn off light, straighten chairs, and do all sorts of 
things just because I like to see as beautiful a place 
as this kept neat and reasonably tidy). Now by the 
same token I rather like to see students - not dress
ed in the height of fashion - but relatively clean 
and attractive. It seems to me too that some stu
dents simply impose their personal freedom on 
others. Now, having said all that, I will simply note 
that I have been perfectly willing to reach a kind 
of compromise over the years whereby dress is 
casual.

It is a strange idea that the only way to communi
cate is to become as informal as possible. The 
history of the human race to date tends to suggest 
the opposite. I think this is a vagary from which 
people will return.
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Conservation Lecture
BY DALE GORCZYNSKI

Paul Sears, former chairman of the Conservation 
Program, Yale University, revealed himself as a 
wise as well as knowledgeable man during his in
formal lecture in the Junior Commons Room, May
8.
His talk, “Toward a More Livable World”, stemmed 

from his enitialquestionof whether, the technological 
possibility and economic profitablity of a given pro
ject are the determinates of its moral justification. 
He outlined the history of industrialization and de
struction of American natural resources. He further 
pointed out that war has been a major factor in the 
ecologically unsound use of resources, citing the dust 
bowl as an example. He maintained that the govern
ment, fearing another war had encouraged farmers 
to plant wheat on land that was not suitable for its 
production.

He then dealt with four major environmental prob
lems; depletion of resources, disruption of ecologi
cal balance, the need for birth control, and pollution 
and waste disposal.

Following this Dr. Sears discussed his chosen field 
of ecology, pointing to natural systems as models of 
“economy, variation and conservation” and ap
plicable to human systems. He urged moving towards 
a more stable, sensible way of life.

Concluding his talk. Dr. Sears said, “geology, thru 
the gradual formation of mountains, teaches us that 
the direction of movement, not the rate, is the im
portant factor.”

In the ensuing question and answer period, he men
tioned private conservation groups, political action 
and training ourselves to recognize problems in our 
own communities as answers to the question of what 
private individuals can do to solve ecological prob
lems. Urging a return to the family farm. Dr. Sears 
stated that an agraian society stands a better chance 
of surviving a crisis than an industrial society.

SAO NEWS
by Dale Gorczynski

The St. John’s fencing team distinguished itself in 
its first tournament under the direction of Coach 
Istvan Fehevary. Competing in the Texas Colligiate 
Fencing Championships in Denton, Texas, April 25 
and 26, against representatives of such megaver- 
sitys as University of Texas, North Texas State 
and Texas Christian University, the St. Johnny 
fencers ranked exceptionally well. In the women’s 
division, Carol Paterson captured second place, 
with Kit Calander placing sixth. Michael Landry 
won fifth place in the men’s division, completing 
the team’s trophies. Others competing were Maura 
Landry, Dana Netherton, Rex Martin, Steve Slusher 
and Peter Volkmar.
KOB-TV, Albuquerque recently filmed the team in 

color and described its activities on the evening 
sports program.
The rafting progam was highly successful in its 

initial season with excursions down the Rio Grande 
every weekend from April 18 to May 16. St. John’s 
even produced two entries in the New Mexico white 
water race. May 17. The raft piloted by ace river 
runners Jim Carr and Istvan Fehevary placed fifth. 
The raft manned by students Bob Norberg and Bobby 
Schlegal ranked 12th out of a field of 26.

A New Mexico Search and Rescue team has been 
established at St. John’s and is currently undergoing 
training in first aid and rescue techniques. Herb 
Kincey is directing the training program.
Prizes were awarded for the best pottery, photo

graphy and art work by college students May 22. 
Winners will be listed in September Seven. All 
entries are on display in the college art gallery 
on the second floor of the student center.

The SAO has allotted funds for the purchase of a 
motorized potter’s wheel for the college pottery 
shop next year.
The musical, the Fantasticks, was presented May 

19 and 20 by a student group. Tom Robinson, 
Gregg Ford and Katy Moffatt played the leads, be
ing supported by Jack Holeman, Jon Stroud, Dana 
Netherton, Eric Springstead and Melannie Morgan.
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Pictured are some of the St, Johnnies who helped gather 
ten truckloads of litter along Cameno de Blanca Cruz. 
Cameno de Monte Sol and Garcia street in connection 
with Earth Day.

Earth Day Activities
Goodtimes Overground sponsored a series of lec

tures, films, and seminars in conjunction with Earth 
Day on April 22.
James Shannon opened the program with a resume 

of the ecological situation today. He introduced three 
guest speakers: Mr. Kirkpatrick, Lokum and Linn.
Kirkpatrick, Air Management Engineer, Dept, of 

Environmental Health for the City of Albuquerque, 
presented a film strip entitled “Air Pollution Con
trol and Prevention” which dealt with problems 
in New Mexico. He pointed out that 94% of visability- 
hindering air pollution in Albuquerque, in the form 
of exhaust fumes and dust from unpaved roads was 
caused by “the average vehicle-driving citizen”. 
He also discussed natural factors which aid pollution 
and techniques for controlling and monitoring air 
pollution. Four Corners power plant was cited as 
the largest single polluter in the state.

Lokum, vice-president of New Mexico Public Ser
vice Co., owners of a significant share of the Four 
Corners power plant, spoke next. He delivered a 
lecture entitled “Environment is Everyone’s Busi
ness”, which dealt with general ecological prob
lems and PSC attempts to correct some of these 
situations, such as reseeding hillsides destroyed 
by strip mining and burning electric lines. He 
concluded with a plea for public understanding of 
utility companies’ attempts to cope with these 
problems.

Linn, founder and president of the John Muir 
Institute and vice-president of the Friends of the 
Earth, then delivered a lecture titled “Which En
vironmental Crisis?”, the theme of which centered 
around the present need to conserve natural wilder
ness areas. He stated that he was confident that 
mankind would be able to solve the problems of 
pollution and pesticide poisoning etc. but feared 
that the earth would be striped of all natural 
areas.

A highly active question and answer period fol
lowed. Topics covered were tactics for conserva
tionists, utility companies’ negligence of pollution 
controls, and purposed government reforms.

Two films were shown: a CBS special entitled 
“The Water Famine” and an American River 
Touring Assn, entitled “River Touring”. “Water 
Famine” dealt with the water shortage problem 
and several new techniques for purifying water.

An organic barbeque took place between 6 and 7 
p.m. Seminars followed that evening.

—Dale Gorczynski
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St.John's FM Proposed
A proposed educational FM radio station operated 

by a non-profit student organization, serving St. 
John’s College and the Santa Fe area was discussed 
May 4, 1970 by a student group headed by Bob Car- 
son, Steve Slusher and Karl Bohlman.

Inquiries have been made of federal and local 
authorities concerning requirements and financial 
aid. However, it was reported unlikely that adequate 
funds would be available before 1971.

Question of feasibility of establishing such a station 
and the response to it were of primary concern at 
the meeting. Response thus far was deemed inade
quate for such an undertaking. However, if anyone 
is interested, they are urged to contact the campus 
radio station committee. Box 383.

Commencement Weekend
Events for the weekend of Commencement are as 

follows: Saturday, May 30, at noon, a picnic with 
student and faculty speakers; at 2 p.m., a faculty- 
senior softball game; at 9 p.m.. Commencement 
Ball with a rock and a dance band; Sunday, May 
31, at 11 a.m.. Baccalaureate service with Father 
Fray Angelico Chaves, author, speaking; at 3 p.m.. 
Commencement Exercises with Robert Neidorf 
speaking.
Development office has sent out more than 2400 

invitations to Commencement.
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