
SEC
by James Papiano *92
At the grand opening of Meem library 

on November 10th, the College will cel
ebrate thecompletion of a four year project 
and the end of a twenty-five yeeu" wait for 
appropriate libraiy facilities. Everyone 
involved in the planning of this project is 
pleased with its success and imdoubtedly 
the Community at large rejoices in what 
will certainly be the most pleasant space 
on campus. Yet, as with all endeavors, 
there still remains some unsolved prob
lems, such as: the security of the books.

The building permit for Meem was 
obtained by the College before Santa Fe 
passed a new building code which was 
meant to prevent natural disaster damage 
to structures within the city limits. 
Nonetheless, since the new code was in 
effect before construction began in the fall 
of 1989, the dty insisted on the stricter 
code. For the project this meant a sig
nificantly higher cost per square foot than 
was previously budgeted.

Due to a complex of fundraising diffi
culties, the College was limited to the $2.8

URITY FOR THE
million budget with which the project 
began under President's Riccard's ad
ministration. Given the city's insistence 
on the new code, project planners 
modified the plans for the building, and 
prioritised each budget item in order to 
stay within budget and pay forthe added 
cost per square foot.

The planners placed each item into 
one of two categories. The first contained 
elements of the project which, if not ef
fected during construction, could not be 
added later. The second was filled with 
those items which, if omitted at con
struction, could be added in the years to 
come. This prioritisation was something 
of an emergency measure designed to 
salvage as much of the original plan as 
possible.

So, the money was put into the square 
footage, the skylight, and other now-or- 
never elements. Some landscaping, the 
computerized catalogue, and the security 
system for the collection are some of the 
things now left without funding.

BOOKS
Admitting the necessary comp)romises, 

most community members agree that 
the building is beautiful and the project a 
great success. However, some students, 
feculty, and staff are disturbed by the lack 
of the security system for the broks.

The libraiy reports that approxi
mately 200 items are lost each year. If 
these were to be replaced, it would cost 
$10,000 per year. Unfortunately, the 
acquisition budget is too small to fimd 
the growth of the collections, maintain 
the periodicals, and replace the books lost 
each year.

Library staff believes that a smaller 
part of the problem is due to willful theft. 
The losses are mainly attributed to the 
inadvertent theft by forgetful students 
and alumni. Another cause seems to be 
the feeling on the part of some that the 
process of checking out materials is not a 
necessity when borrowing. The library 
cannot remind these people that the ma
terials in their possession are on loan, 
because there is no record of lending, and

( cont D.S)

SECURITY FOR US / THE DARK NIGHTS IN FRANCE

by Nate Heasley '93

Wednesday, Sept 19, Assistant Dean 
Don Cook, Head of Security Ray 
Benavidez and a small number of students 
met to discuss the problems of security in 
the new parking lot, which will hereafter 
be referr^ to as " France." (so named for 
its distance from everything on campus.)

The problems in France stem from a 
lack of lighting and other safety measures 
in the parking lot. Originally, the only 
additional feature to have been included 
in the parking lot was an array of lights at 
its entrance. However, the parking lot 
and the new library were on the same 
budget and the libraiy exceeded its al
lotted money and therefore the bank of 
lights was cut. The lights that currently 
exist in France are not of the highest

voltage nor were they chosen for their 
ability to illuminate a large area. Quite 
the opposite, they were chosen to be able 
to light a small swath of cement without 
disturbing the neighbors at Los Miradores. 
These administrative decisions, though 
perhaps economically necessary, indicate 
a lack of forethought concerning the se
curity of the students. Further, it puts the 
responsibility to a small Security force 
and the students themselves.

Ray Benavidez assured concerned stu
dents that France was patrolled almost 
constantly from about 11 p.m. on, either 
by the officers in the Security pick-up 
truck, or in their own vehicles. Yet ex
ceptions may be frequent and/ or ex- 
tended,depending on the night and other

Security related duties, leaving the 
parking lot unwatched for half an hour or 
more.

The solutions to this lack of security are 
being balanced between the students and 
Security. Within thenext month. Security 
will have a direct line installed to be able 
to receive calls from both on camfius and 
off, enabling people arriving late in the 
evening to caU ahead and arrange for an 
escort from the parking lot. A student 
chaperon service is being arranged by 
Captain Condom (Greg Brown) eind will 
operate during the hours of 11 p.m. to 2 
a.m., from the coffee shop. This will be 
imtil the direct line is set up, at which 
time it will be run from the Security office. 
Those interested in helping with this
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LETTERS
MONSTROUS REASON MAKES US SLEEPY

Waking up to the national controversy 
about obscenity can be either wonder
ful or ominous. On one hand, the study 
commission of theNational Endowment 
for the Arts attemp>ts to mitigate public 
outrage over so-called obscene art by 
ruling that anti-obscenity clauses are 
unacceptable. The liberal element of 
this country ("card carrying A.C.L.U 
members" all) breath a sigh of relief. 
Yes, wonderful things happen. On the 
other hand, who knows what the con
servative right's reaction will be, as they 
reel off labels of the obscene art world's 
excesses; “Theriverof swill" - Rep. Dana 
Rohrabacher;
" A polluted culture l^ to fester and stink"- 
Patrick Buchanan. Some claim the re
maining outrage will not dissipate, that 
anti-obscenity P.A.C. lobbies will win 
the fight for legislation against federally 
funded " obscene" art. Perhaps there 
will be a crack down on public naked
ness tdso, wherever that is. It's a good 
thing St. John's doesn't have a beach.

Massed between these vying factions is " the 
silent majority." What sort of mood are they 
in towards censorship? As one issue rises to 
the top so are others submerged and forgotten. 
This presents itself as the confusing norm in 
this Super Power country. There's atalk show 
for every taste, for a limited time only. If there 
is a war to wager in the Middle East outrage 
will be manifest there for a time, to one side or 
the other. During that "fight for democracy" 
we might let the goverrunent decide lesser 
issues. The President then may call for a war 
on obscenity as well, and appoint on Obsceruty 
Czar, or maybe even a cabinet level Secretary 
of National Obscenities. Will the real cultural 
pollutant please rise?

More to my point, no doubt all of us expe
rience things which disgust us. But at what 
point do we as individuals, members of 
fomilies or of the pwlis decide to censor that 
which offends us? The following is excerpted 
from an article by Richard Neville in this 
month's Utne Reader: " The Jungian psy
chologist fames Hillman, in a wonderful 
Schumacher Lecture, explained the problem of '

-John O'Brien *92

psychic numbing.' Hillman suggest the' 
shoctingpossibility' that the moreweskrink 
away from the world and into our private 
lives, focusing on the interior psyche, the 
more we contribute to the decay of dvili- 
zation. ' Reawakening the sense of soul in 
the world,' he believes,' goes hand in hand 
with an aesthetic response- the sense of 
beauty andugUness-toeadiandeverything, 
and this in turn requires trusting the 
emotions of desire, outrage,fearandshame... 
Outrage,inparticular,hasasodalfunction, 
responding to moral and aesthetic atroci
ties, and leading us into the fray.'"

As Hillman suggests, there are many 
ways to view the question- what is 
obscene?- and many necessary re
sponses. Those interested in a com
munity seminar on obscenity and 
censorship please leave a note in my 
box. I have news articles which we 
could distribute and discuss.

WHO NEEDS A NATIONAL COMING OUT DAY?

What is it like fora high school 
or college student to tell his family, "I 
am gay" or "I am a lesbian"? Some 
people prefer not to discuss the situation 
at aU, but many young people decide to 
tell somebody this very thing (many 
statistics show that homosexuals make 
up at least 10% of any given population; 
that is one teenager in ten).

I have parents who regarded 
my same-sex orientation as what it re
ally is: one single, imique, natural part 
of me. Friends I have met in the past 
three years were not so lucky. I know 
people who were kicked out of their 
homes, sent to psychiatric offices, or 
threatened with violence.

This negative response, or 
homophobia, is woven into our society, 
and often taught to us at an early age. I 
believe this ignorance can be overcome

by education. Lesbian and gay people are not 
child molesting hairdressers. We cire teachers, 
tutors, students, doctors, lawyers, priest, 
counselors, politicians, and plumbers... etc., 
etc. We are everyday people. Still, so memy 
gay men and lesbians are afraid/ashamed to 
face what is inside them. They may hide this 
aspect of their lives from the people around 
them, the people they love, even themselves. 
They live a lie.

Why bother coming out? I'll tell you 
why I did it; why I continue to open about my 
sexual orientation. I want to be happy. It was 
impossible for me to be happy hiding a natural 
part of me from my family and friends. Hid
ing my sexuality would have been accepting 
the dangerous lie I had been told, that being 
gay was bad, and wrong. In my heart I knew 
it was not wrong. And so I began telling 
people who already knew me. Srcietymust 
be cured of the social disease of homophobia.

It cannot do that if it is still easy for 
p>eople to believe that homosexuals do 
not exist anywhere outside San Fran
cisco, or that being gay is a choice, a sin, 
or a bad thing. For this reason, lesbians 
and gays must be open and visible. 
This is why YOU should come out to 
somebody; it feels good!

If you are interested in talking 
more, you might check out this event: 
An open-forum discussion with 
questions and answers willbe held at 
The Great Catsby Bookstore at 551 
West Cordova in Santa Fe on October 
7th, 1990. The topiic is coming out/ 
growing up gay in America. It starts at 
1:00 pjn. and will meet xmtil 4:00. It 
you would like more info., contact thru 
campus mail,

Aaron M. Mason '92
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FOR WHAT IT'S WORTH
by Steve Bloom *92

OK, this 'news' is a wee bit old, it's 
from last week cind even in this dusty 
brown hell we all can get CNN and 
newspajjers from civilization, but stacks 
of us don't. Thus a bit of ancient history to 
help us keep up with those 5 billion folks 
who never heard of us Great Books people:

The Iraqi invasion of Kuwait is still 
the big stoiy. There's still no shootin' war, 
though Iraq did invade several embassies 
in Kuwait City (which embassies are 
considered to be part of the embassying 
country) including the French embassy. 
All sorts of diplomats said really nasty 
things about this incident, in many cases 
for nastier things than they said about the 
invasion itself.

But not quite as nasty as the things 
President Bush said about General Michael 
Dugan, US Air Force chief of staff, when 
he reveeded to the world that if there was 
a shootin' war we would shoot back at a 
couple of really obvious targets including 
Saddam Hussein. Dugan is now gone as 
chief of staff.

And dam the luck, the cast of Miss 
Saigon is now no longer free to replace 
him. The politically correct mafia beat a 
tactical retreat and was gracious enough 
to permit the play to go on with one of 
those slimy white people playing the lead 
(a Eurasian character) in return for a 
producer's guaranteethat two people with 
Asian features would be given jobs for 
one year. Isn't a colorblind society fun?

Speaking of politically correct folk, 
Israel.
Oh, this compiler meant to say Israel is 
busy whining that we are giving weapons 
to jjeople besides them whereas they had

planned to use this crisis as a reason to 
beg for even more money and guns. They 
also had they highest level contact with 
the USSR (two Israeli cabinet ministers 
met with Gorbachev) since the 1967 war.

Lech Walensa, the former Solidarity 
leader (in Poland), did not meet with 
Gorbachev, but noting that inflation is 
up, the trade deficit is way up, the dollar 
is down, business inventory is up, con
sumers purchases are down, the rise in 
the service economy is down, and oil 
prices are at record high levels decided to 
run for president and make everything 
all better.

Since the US economy has all those 
problems plus a record level of grain ex
port subsidies, a huge federal deficit, 
possible protectionist (that is: price in
creasing) textile tariffs, no federal budget 
and undecided but definite new taxes a 
decision has been made by federal pros
ecutors not to retry deposed Mayor-for- 
Life Marion Barry.

This way they can concentrate on 
trying (Zharles Keating (one of those S&L 
muck-a-mucks), alleged briber of the 
Keating Five (senators), for selling junk 
bonds and still have some manpower 
left-over for prosecuting the Salvation 
Army for not paying at least the minimum 
wage. (The &lvation army recruits un
skilled indigent folks and gives them food, 
shelter and a sense of self respect, but 
only a few dollars a week actual cash.)

Closer to home, Souter, who has 
learned that he knows only that he knows 
nothing, is expected to be confirmed 
yesterday by the senate judiciary com
mittee as the next supreme court justice. 
The full senate is expected to vote next

week.
Next, the next NeXT (computer) has 

been released at a price of under $5,000 
and even more surprisingly Xerox, which 
has not had a successful new product in 
decades, has released a computer system 
based upon the PARC technologies. 
(PARC, the Palo Atlo Research Center is 
where the revolutionary operating system 
theories of the Apple Macintosh, the 
Amiga Workbench based systems, Mi
crosoft Windows for the PC, and the NeXT 
Cube were developed. PARC is owned at 
great cost by Xerox and so for they've 
been so incompetent as to never make a 
dime of their labors.)

Speaking of incompetence, NASA. 
Oh, this compiler meant to say NASA still 
can't figure out why the space shuttle 
continues to leak highly flammable hy
drogen. Fortunately the US government 
has elected to reduce the importance of 
New Mexico's own Los Alamos and 
Sandia National laboratories (in favor of 
Lawrence Livermore in California) so 
psychics will not be called in. (Actually, 
the three above labs are DOE, not NASA, 
but y'know.)

And since this compiler is mention
ing local stuff, those new holes you see 
folks digging dowiv^ the Plaza are not 
paving crews installing New Mexico's 
first smooth roads, but archeological types 
looking for old garbage to photograph for 
coffee table books for tourists to buy.

And finally, even though all your 
neighbors have painted their cds with a 
blue/green art pen, you can still outhip 
them by having your cds cryogenically 
frozen to -320° F (then brought back to 
room temperature, of course).
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by Michael Daddino *93
" Blue moon.../ You saw me standing 
alone/ without a dream in my heart/ 
without a love of my own."

- Richard Rodgers and L.Lorenz

"If demons come/ while you're imder/ 
ru be a blue moon/ in the dark."

- Alex Chilton

These two song fragments are the 
reasons why my article has been re
named " Blue Moon." The first is from 
a Broadway standard that Elvis Presley 
sang during his legendary Sun Sessions 
(along with " Blue Moon of Kentucky") 
and that the Marcels absolutely de
molished. The second is from a song 
about security and comfort written by a 
man who seemed to have none when he 
sang it.

Prince, Graffiti Bridge (Paisley Park) 
For Prince, the story after the 
"blockbuster smash album and movie" 
Purple Rain hasn't reaUy been a story of 
good fortime. He starred in two other 
movies. Under the Cherry Moon and 
Sign of the Times, which were terrible 
bombs. He priced oneofhis best albums, 
one with two number one singles, about 
five dollars more than the regular price 
for an LP. He almost released what 
some consider a masterpiece. The Black 
Album, and then quickly ordered every

BLUE UOON
singly copy pressed to be destroyed. (It now 
exists as a bootleg.) Its replacement, the 1988 
album, Lovesexy. barely went gold. And the 
album which put him back on top, the Batman 
soundtrack, was critically revil^. Andsootu

It's 1990. He has a new film and an accom
panying soundtrack. I don't know what the 
film's like, but the soimdtrack's amazing. It 
seems to be arranged into a vague kind of 
concepit album, and the concep>t seems vaguely 
to be " young-genius-who-almost-or-once- 
made-it-big-finds redemption-and-success," 
with Prince as the young genius, and many 
other musician friends in supporting roles. So 
I bet the movie will suck.

Unlike many other name performers that 
have been in the recording industry for about 
12 years. Prince is still full of ideas, still adding 
on to earlier works, is still growing as a, mu
sician. Casein point—the funk on this album,
" Release It," and " Tick, Tick, Bang," is so 
sinuous and sexy that they make 
" Housequake" ( for that matter all of Dirty 
Mind) seem primal and spare.

Another example would have to be the duet 
with George Clinton, "We Can Funk" It starts 
off P-fimk weird, and then, almost sublimi- 
nally, turns into an entirely different song, 
which goes into melodic territory that Clinton 
has never ventured into. I mean. Prince ab
solutely steals the song away from him; he 
ends it screaming, pleading for the girl to 
sleep with him. That song abruptly segues

into the song-poem which introduces " 
Joy in Repetition," a vignette about the 
relationship between music and reality. 
Which leads to "Love Machine," an
other bit of sassy funk performed by 
the Time.

Which reminds me not to neglect to 
mention that about half the songs fea
ture other artists or are duets. The 
Time do most of the funk numbers 
( although Jesse Johnson never once 

cuts a killer guitar solo, as he does in 
the Time's recent single, "Jerk Out." I 
wonder why...) with Morris Day's hi
larious hamming. Mavis Staples sings 
on " Melody Cool," which seems tailor 
made for her. Tevin Campbell, a child- 
prodigy who sang on a Quincy Jones 
song earlier this year, does a somewhat 
disappointing job on 
" Round and Round;" he never seems 
to soar.

The album might have been graded 
an A+ if not for the occasioned sappiness 
of his optimism. But everything else— 
the guitar playing, the production, and 
his brave lyrical conquests override 
the bunk. A must own. One note: 
becauseonthealbiunmanyofthe songs 
flow together, especially in the middle, 
it would be wise to buy it in the CD 
format. Grade: A

"Latex Should Not Be a Major Stumbling Block to This Community."
by Greg Brown '92

The recent fears and rumors con
cerning "condom bans" seem to have 
been the result of a lack of communi
cation on campus. After a condom chat 
with John Agresto, Don Cook, Kathy 
Mizrahi and James Papiano, and further 
discussions with Mr. Cook, a consensus 
of sorts has become clear: No one knows 
what the best course of action is when 
dealing with so serious and complex a 
subject as sex in the late twentieth cen
tury.

For the majority of those who have 
decided to have sex, condoms and 
spermicide are a fact of life— not much 
ftm perhaps— but essential. But the 
suggestion has been that putting 
condoms out at parties in expectation of 
these folks' needs will only increase the 
pressme on the people who do not want 
to have sex or are undecided. Without 
the education program stressing re
sponsibility in these matters, this is a 
plausible suggestion, worthy of con
sideration. Further, setting guidelines 
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for condom distribution involves the issue of 
personal responsibility. How much burden 
of responsibility should be taken from those 
who wish to have sex after parties? Is it foolish 
to ask them to walk to a dorm or common 
room to purchase their condoms? Finally 
there is the question of taste/discretion. Soon, 
condoms will taken out of the coffee shop 
snack machine because too many non-Johnnies 
have commented imfavorably on them. This 
line of reasoning has been applied to the large 
bowels of condoms at the entrance of parties, 
as well.

Saving lives, or the possibility of saving 
lives, is the main reason given for making 
condoms so available. We can not bow to 
appearance or to the worry of coddling those 
too irresponsible/ eager to seek condoms 
which may or may not be in the dorms or 
machines that night. Individual health and 
the health of the commimity are at stake here. 
In addition, sex and prophylactics must not be 
seen as taboo, and to this end must be accepted 
and maturely discussed by those in a position 
to set examples. In the spirit of cooperation

and real communication, all members 
of this community must be willing to 
hear others' arguments and consider 
that taste, safety, or responsibility are 
very important to some. Latex should 
not a major stumbling block to this 
community. Condoms will most likely 
be allowed at p>arties and likewise they 
will probably be allowed to vanish from 
the coffee shop snack machine. The 
RA's wUI also have condoms as long as 
funds can be raised.

Posters should now be up announc
ing the first Open forum in which sex 
and condoms will be discussed. Please 
attend if you feel strongly on this 
matter- whether you are a member of 
the student body, faculty or staff.



by Johnie Dangerously 9?

MEMORANDA

The day the Prez calls on me to go down 
into the bowels of the Middle east, might
ily exhorting me to sacrifice myself noble 
for the Better Good, 1 will serve. Prez 
Agresto, that is, calling me to march down 
into the bowels of Peterson, the middle 
eastern wing, where many of the college's 
hulking books are stored. Duty calls! 
Onward, Booket Brigade! Onward, free 
labor! In Annapolis the college paid stu
dents to move materials back into 
MacDowell.

I have to make a slight retraction from 
last week's column; Semester essays are 
due at 7-30 for Juniors and Seniors, as 
usual, because of precepts. For freshmen 
and sophomorics, essays are due at 8 as 
always. But I think I was on to something 
last week. I propose that, although they 
are not, all semester essays should be due 
at 7:30 in order to prevent the kind of 
disruptions at 8:10 in seminar that I dis
cussed. I think it was Confucius or 
Murphy who said the copier will always 
break at 755.

WhUe 1 am on the subject of proposals, 
I have another one to make concerning 
freshman chorus. Attendance has always 
been mandatory, even for those who are 
tone deaf and not musically inclined. My 
proposal is that all tone deaf freshmen 
should be strictly forbidden from attend
ing freshman chorus. Any violation of 
this new policy will receive a warning 
and a $150 find upon the first infraction, 
$300 upon the second, and upon the third, 
expulsion. This is for the betterment of 
the whole coirunuruty— fellow freshmen; 
stray, hapless listeners; Mr. Cave, etc. In 
theory, anyone with training and practice 
can become versed in music. From expe
rience I've seen that some people will 
never acquire an ear; they just weren't 
bom with it. so I humbly submit this 
proposal to the powers that be. Do with 
it what you will.

Advance Quotes: Hobbes
Hobbes, Thomas (1588-1679)— Inventor
of the Whale

— R.W. Jackson

Where is he wrong, he is wrong from 
over-simplification, not because the basis 
of his thought is unreal or fantastic. For 
this reason, he is still worth refuting.

— Bertrand Russell

Hobbes' politics are fitted only to promote 
tyranny, and his ethics to encourage li
centiousness. Though an enemy to reli
gion, he partakes nothing of the spirit of 
skepticism; but is as positive and dog
matical as if human reason, and his rea
son in particular, could attain a thorough 
conviction in these subjects.

— David Hume

Seminar with the Greats:
Required Reading: Genesis

I have never understood why it should be 
considered derogatory to the creator to 
suppose that he had a sense of humor. 

— William Ralph Inge

Imagine the creator as a low comedian, 
and at once the world become explicable. 

— H.L. Mencken

We are told that when Jehovah created 
the world he saw that it was good; what 
would he say now?

— George Bernard Shaw

What a good thing Adam had— when he 
said something funny, he knew nobody 
had said it before him.

— Mark Twain

The Tower of Babel— a place where 
Solomon kept his wives.

— Anon, Jr.

... and Rave Reviews:

Odysseus— a man whose adventures 
should have been a warning to wander
ing husbands.

— Leonard Louis Stevenson

After reading Isaiah, or St. Paul's Epistle 
to The Hebrews. Homer and Virgil are 
disgustingly tame to me.

— Samuel Taylor Coleridge

( Aeschylus is) uncontrolled of speech; 
imperiphrastic, bombastiloquent... if you 
find (in my plays) one single thing said 
twice, or any useless padding, spit upon 
me.

— a fictional Euripides in 
Aristophanes' The Frogs

In his youth, Epictetus, a slave, was cru
elly treated by his master. One day the 
latter twisted his leg violently. Epictetus 
remonstrated,
" If you continue to do that, you will break 
my leg. His master took no notice, went 
on twisting, and broke his leg. " Didn't I 
tell you that you would bre^ my leg?" 
observed Epictetus mildly.

— popular anecdote

On his deathbed Hegel complained, 
"Only one man ever understood me." He 
fell silent for a while and then added,
" and he didn't imderstand me."

— popular anecdote

BOOK SECURITY
( contfrom pagel)

so the items are lost. .A security system 
for the books, with gates at every exit, 
including the portals, would help to 
prevent losses.

There is a plan to receive 50,000 dollars 
for the library. Hopefully this money 
would not be designated by the donor for 
a specific part of th&pro ject, and could be 
used for a security system. Yet it is xmclear 
where the money will be spent, if it is 
given at all.

DARK NIGHTS
(cont from pagel)

should contact Greg through Campus 
Mail. Further, the administration, having 
realized their error, will be setting up an 
emergency telephone station in France 
some time in the next couple of months.

Until these remedies are in place, Ray 
recommends that if Security is not in the 
parking lot, you find them and ask for an 
escort from the parking lot. They are 
most likely to be in their office in the 
basement of Peterson or patrolling upper 
or lower dorms. If you are unable to find 
them, it's all right to park in the visitor 
parking, in the circle, or along the side of 
the road in lowers as necessary
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Friday, September 28th.
Lecture: "Stendahl's The Red and the Black" : Benjamin Bart

4:30 p.m. Thorpe room. Dante Reading Group. Italian text of the Inferno. Led by John 
Schiff.

4:30-7:30 p.m.: All persons welcome to come and help/ talk/participate with The 
Moon. ESL 115

Saturday, September 29: Great Hall Flicks 
Mr. Arkadin: 7:00 p.m.
The Trial: 9:15 p.m.

Sunday, September 30 : 6:30 p.m. Great Hall, Small Chorus rehearsal.

Monday, October 1: 4:00. Volunteers for Literacy. Junior Common Room. Contact 
Aaron Mason for more information.

9:00 p.m.Writers' forum- Poetry, prose, song! Bring yom own work or that of another 
artist. For more information, contact Mark Freitas via Campus mail. Fireside lounge.

Tuesday, October 2: 5:00 p.m. Vespers, Thorpe Room. All arc welcome.

Wednesday, October 3: 6:30 p.m. Latin Study Group. Santa Fe Hall, 209. Led by 
John Schiff

8:00 p.m.; Open Poetry Reading in the Thorpe room

TO ALL MUSICIANS ON CAMPUS:
If you arc interested in playing in the Collegium (musican evening) or visiting hospitals, 
nursing homes etc, to sing or play, or if you are looking for people to play chamber music 
with, please contact me through campus mail.

William Edelglas

The TV/VCR is in the Thorpe Room and available for use by reservation at the 
Switchboard. Limit for viewing by one person is tow hours. The key to Thorpe can be 
signed out at the Switchboard— prior reservations may be made.

Residents on duty: Sept. 28-30: The Kirbys

The Ephemera deadline is Friday, 5:00 p.m. Submit via Campus mail to The Moon. 
or drop off at ESL 115.

Sent 21 199ft— Paee fi



To: Tutors and Students

Students who are on food service are encouraged to take a tutor to lunch in the dining hall from time to 
time. Please give the checker the names of both student and tutor so whtat the tutor’s lunch may be 
charged to the dean’s office. No tutor may have a lunch charged to the dean’s office more than once a 
week. Breakfast and dinner may not be charged to the dean’s office, except on special occasions ar
ranged in advance by the dean. Tutors may not charge coffee or tea to the dean’s office.

Graduate students are encouraged to take a tutor of graduate classses (including preceptorials) to dinner 
On Monday or Thursday evenings from time to time. Please give the checker the names of both student 
and tutor. The tutor’s dinner, but not the student’s will be charged to the Graduate Institute office.

The Student Instruction Committee met Sunday, Sept. 16, and compared opinions about academic life 
at St. John’s. A second meeting will be held this Sunday, from 2:30- 3:30 p.m. in the Private Dining 
Room. We wiU discuss a short reading from Three Dialogues on Liberal Arts, copies of which are 
posted on the bulletin boards in Peterson Center. All students, tutors and administrators are welcome to 
attend.

POLITY COUNCIL MINUTES
Chair: Maura Donnelly 
Vice: Matt Kelly 
Treasurer Greg Brown 
Secretary: Julia Goldberg

Other:
Steve Bloom James Papiano
Mary Welliver 9dp Jacobs
Amy Wuevbels Mike Zinanti 
Jennifer Graham Sims Roagan

We start out this meeting by everyone voting 
that I'm not allowed to smoke in today's 
meeting because they hate it Alright, that's 
not fair. We start out by deciding that no-one 
is allowed to smoke in toda/ s meeting because 
there is not much ventilation in the room. 
Now that my hands are freed up we move on 
to business. The first item on the agenda is a 
discussion of the Student Polity Tutors. First 
we want to know how the people were chosen, 
how its working out? Jennifer says that she 
chose the people because they were recom
mended to hertobethebest Jennifer says then 
that there are a lot of dyslexic people here who 
need more help. She says that her and another 
tutor are using about thirty hours a week just 
by themselves, andthatsheis running 5 algebra 
classes. There are about 50 sophomores who 
haven't passed the test. We are having some 
problems because we don't have enough 
money to pay for the amount of hours that are 
neededfortutors. Mary Welliver suggests that 
we request work study positions for pwlity 
tutors. Then many suggestions ensue about 
this situation. Steve Bloom ventures that," Just 
cause you want tobe tutored doesn't mean you 
deserve to be tutored." We seem to have two 
issues 1) that originally tutors were supposed 
to be available for the " occasional problem," 
not for weekly meetings, and that 2) our bud
get is not equipped for v\4iat is really going on. 
We fvoceed to ask Jennifer more questions

than any one person should have to answer if 
they're not allowed to smoke, such as: is she 
moderating her tutors, how can we determine 
if the tutors are good, if they are really working 
the hours they say, if the students really need 
help or are just blowing off their homework 
etc...

This goes on for quite a while, and we resolve 
to discuss the issue with Agresto, Carey and 
Cook, because it is obvious that we need more 
money. We also decide that we need to state 
clearly what the fimction of polity tutors is.

Mr. Agresto is here to talk about smoking, 
but first we let Ethan tell us about his computer 
survey. The survey will be printed at the end 
of the minutes. Ethan is researching having 
some IBM's and a computer lab, like Annapolis. 
1 am upset that we can't get Mac's and a whole 
bunch ofusraiseourhandsas livin g testim ony 
that stupid people like to use Macintosh's, 
Agresto included.

So, President Agresto is here to talk about 
the smoking policy. Have you ever noticed 
how much worse it is to not be able to smoke 
when people are sitting around talking about 
smoking? Anyway,hetellsusthatsomesortof 
policy decision needs to be made about 
smoking in Peterson. This includes the Caf
eteria, the Coffee Shop, and around the 
switchboard. Apparently, many faculty 
members will not set foot in the coffee shop 
because of the smoke. Wedon'tlikethisbecause 
we are trying to increase faculty/student 
contact. Wemakesuggestions,suchaslooking 
into big fans, and other resources of ventilation, 
and better ashtrays, smoking sections, smok
ing hovus, etc. Although no decision is made, 
smokers are encouraged to be especially con
siderate with their smoking in Peterson until 
something is decided, especially aroimd the 
mailboxes at lunch. We decide that smoking 
will be on the " student life" survey we are

going to write next week. Also on this survey 
will be questions concerning Marriott, the Es
cort serWoe, S.A.O., health services, campus 
size, dorm size, and more. Next week will be 
a working session, where we try to write this 
thing. That's really about all that happened, 
except I guess I left out that every time we 
discussed any sort ol physical or personal 
handicap someone might have in relation to 
tutoring, computer use, or smoking Sims gave 
a personal example from his life. But, there's 
no need to go into all that. Everyone is en
couraged to let the Council know what their 
feelings and thoughts are about any of die 
above topics. We adjourn and I ru^ out to 
have a cigarette

COMPUTER SURVEY RESlfiLTS 
Total responding: 100

Did you know there was a computer lab 
at St. John’s before this?
Yes..... 80% No.... .20%

Would you be interested in using 
computers?
Yes..... 82% No..... 18$

What software would you be interested in 
using?
Word processing.....77%
Language tutorials/drills..... 48%
Music Programs....38%
Art Programs.....23%
Astronomy Programs.....42%

Would you be interested in a computer 
purchasing program through the school 
involving student discounts?
Yes..... 68%
No....34%
No Answer__ 8%
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LECTURE REVIEW
by Nicole Kalman '92
Tutor Cary Stickney's beautiful lec

ture, last Friday evening. Sept 21, on " 
The E>eath of Don Quixote" connected 
the actions of the two books with the 
puzzling death-bed scene of Don 
Quixote at the end of the novel. 
Stickney's reconciliation not only 
cleared this confusion but in addition 
provided a unique and quite inspiring 
view of Cervantes' Don Quixote as a 
whole. Those attending the lectiure left 
the auditoriiun, if not ecstatic, quite 
jarred in thought by the points offered 
by Mr. Stickney.

The lecture traced the " adventures" 
of Don Quixote as a path towards faith. 
Mr. Stickney brought to light that 
through the transformations of Don 
Quixote's character, from nobleman to 
" knight- errant", he becomes a captive 
of his character, as illustrated by his 
remaining laconically as a guest of the

duke and Duchess. It is on his death-bed 
that Don Quixote finally renoimces his ad
ventures; thereby in some sense renouncing 
his character.

Mr. Stickney's lectvue further explained 
the character of Don Quixote as a transfor
mation into a Christian gentleman; one 
discovering faith. At first, Don Quixote " 
recongizes himself in stories" and thereby is 
"capable of acts of faith." Yetheeventu^y 
becomes cognizant of his captivity in the 
role of knight-errant. This prepares him for 
his death bed at which point he separates 
himself from his actions and asks Cod for 
forgiveness.

Mr.Stickney cited other displays of faith 
in the book and related them to the loss of 
single-minded obsession on the part of 
certain characters. For example, Cordenia 
transforms himself as he regains the hope of 
heaven by listening to another's (Etorethea's) 
troubles. Lucindea, Cordenia, and Anselmo

alike must discontinue to test faith, as 
they learn from the unhappiness which 
follows from such imworthy exami
nations.

The excitement generated by the 
lecture reverberated afterwards as at
tested by the lively discussion which 
ensued during the Question and An
swer Period. Chuck Cohen,'91, com
mented, " After the lecture, my mind was 
filled witha plethora ofimages,and a vague 
and insatiable feeling of incompleteness 
that wiU only be resolved when I reread 
Don Quixote."

One member of the Junior class also 
felt that the lecture caused him to ap
preciate the book and what could be 
taken from it; although he admitted to 
being tmcomfortable with possible 
implications of the lecture, that is that* 
faith is not by which we alter reality."

GAMES:
FRIDAY. SEPT 28: 4:00 TIME CHASE, GENERAL MEETING 

6:30: DIPLOMACY
SATURDAY: 1:00 IMPERIUM ROMANUM H
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