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THE ST. JOHN'S PROGRAM 

WHY A COLLEGE EDUCATION SHOULD BE LIBERAL 

The College Charter says in effect that the wisest and best 
regulated States have promoted and encouraged institutions for the 
liberal education of youth in the principles of virtue, knowledge, 
and useful literature because such institutions are of the highest 
benefit to society. In an aristocratic society this statement might 
suggest an invidious distinction between the rulers who alone would 
exercise the highest functions and the ruled who alone would sub­
serve the higher ends by exercising the lower functions. In a 
democratic republic there is no such division of labor. It is an 
integral part of the American dream that each man in our society 
may and must perform the highest functions. These functions 
consist in the intelligent free choice of the ends and means of both 
our common and individual life. This is a most glorious and most 
difficult proposition to which we are dedicated. Among other things 
it means that each man must have his measure of liberal education, 
since choices can be neither free nor intelligent without relevant 
training and understanding. These trainings and understandings 
are parts of the liberal arts and sciences. Professional and vocational 
schools study, or should study, their respective minimal amounts 
of theoretical science. But there are basic trainings and under­
standings common to all vocations and therefore common neces­
sities of all free men. Thomas Jefferson persuaded the early revo­
lutionary colonies of the need for the universal literacy of the 
citizenry. The major success in that minimal democratic education 
has made abundantly clear the need for the universal distribution of 
critical intelligence, a minimal intellectuality which can distinguish 
between fact and fiction, between principle and case, between in­
sight and opinion, between instruction and propaganda, between 
truth and falsity. This degree of intellectual training is absolutely 
necessary for the highest activities of men in democratic society, 
namely for both individual and common deliberation and decision 
in practical affairs. That which fulfills this basic common necessity 
is of the "highest benefit" to democratic society. 

A good economic, social, and political life will maintain these 
instruments of liberty, but one of its chief concerns will be to pass 
on to youth the germinal insights and habits the cultivation of which 
will make them free. These insights and habits are available in the 
traditional liberal arts, and they can be transmitted and com­
municated if teachers have them and are allowed to provide con­
ditions under which students can acquire them. 

Institutions should be set up and maintained which devote 
themselves to this end in a single-minded fashion, and they should 
distinguish themselves from the schools of vocational training which 
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minister directly to the special utilities. The liberal colleges, to­
gether with the public schools, could be the spiritual strongholds of 
a free state which watches and insures that men shall be able to do 
what they ought to do. 

THE CRISIS IN LIBERAL EDUCATION 

By a series of historical accidents following the establishment of 
the elective system by Eliot of Harvard in the late nineteenth 
century, such single-minded institutions became unavailable for the 
training of youth. Eliot introduced the device of free election of 
studies in order to absorb and assimilate the natural sciences to the 
liberal arts tradition. It was a minor tactic to meet a larger problem 
than the liberal college had ever faced before. Far from accom­
plishing its major end, it allowed the free and irresponsible invasion 
of all branches of the liberal arts by the research specialist. The 
research teacher became the competitive salesman of a subject 
matter. Later by a system of majors and prerequisites each success­
ful salesman was able to eliminate competition with other subject 
matters after the first choice by the student. Thus the elective 
system became an unorganized array of special required courses, 
and each of these in turn was sanctioned by its connection with 
professional and vocational graduate work as the pre-medical, pre­
legal, pre-commercial, pre-educational, or pre-ear?ing-a-li~ing 
course. Needless to say, the liberal college forgot 1ts funct10n, 
redoubled its efforts and its courses, and became timidly and 
fanatically preparatory. In acceding to the professional and 
vocational pressures it transmitted their destructive energy to the 
whole public school system. The result was that the student had 
to make a vocational choice at some point in his secondary education 
and changed it later only at great educational risk. One thing he 
could not choose because it did not exist in our educational system: 
a balanced liberal education. 

In 1937 St. John's College, under the leadership of String­
fellow Barr and Scott Buchanan, chose to restore the liberal arts, 
not by going back to the old curriculum, but by establishing a 
modern equivalent. 

TIIE LIBERAL ARTS 

The front cover of this catalogue carries the official seal of the 
College. The Latin proverb on it says: No Way Is Impassable to 
Courage. The College has courageously undertaken the larger task 
which the elective system failed to accomplish, namely to see that 
the liberal arts assimilate, transform, and pass on the modern 
subject matter on which they should be at work. The seal on the 
back cover of the catalogue points to the tradition from which we 
derive our courage. The Latin inscription says that we are making 
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free men out of children by means of books and balances. By 
children we mean men who are capable of liberal learning. The 
figures on the seal represent the seven liberal arts as they were 
traditionally conceived for about two thousand years, up to the 
beginning of the nineteenth century. In ancient style they are 
grammar, rhetoric, dialectic, which form the trivium; and arithme­
tic, geometry, music, and astronomy, making the quadrivium. In 
the center and foreground stands a pair of chemical balances which 
represents the instruments of the modern scientific laboratory, 
where the liberal arts are being practised at their best and fullest in 
the modern world. 

A great deal is said these days about teaching methods, and the 
professional and specialist bias has left its mark here as elsewhere. 
It is obvious to any teacher that there are different methods for 
different subject matters, and where experts and specialists disagree 
free men must decide. Free minds must be able to view concrete 
situations, to deliberate by formulating clear alternatives, and to 
arrive at a deciding choice. This involves a combination and 
organizing of all methods, and education should provide a training 
which would bring precision, facility, and independence into this 
most human of all human actions. The formulation of alternatives 
for such choice is the highest art of freedom, toward which all the 
liberal arts should be ordered. To this end truth and falsity have to 
be considered in all their ramifications and implications; the use of 
symbols in imagination as well as in reasoning must be explored; 
memory has to be fed and channeled to its proper function; manual 
dexterity, calculation and measurement must be cultivated as arts. 

The child is potentially a free man, and this means that he has 
the capacities which these activities require. The exercise of these 
capacities can be observed in ordinary learning, which proceeds by 
trial and error. It becomes discipline under the guidance of teachers. 

TI:IE CLASSICS AS TEACHERS 

Although St. John's has no new fads in teaching methods, but 
rather uses all available methods and devices, still it has a special 
interpretation of the teacher's function. This can best be stated by 
saying that the real, original, and ultimate teachers at St. John's 
are the authors of some hundred of the greatest books of Western 
thought. The list of the great books and their authors who are now 
teaching at St. John's, subject to continual revision and criticism, 
will be found on page 39. These are the real teachers, but St. 
John's has also a secondary faculty of tutors who act as inter­
mediaries between the books and the students. A great deal depends 
Dn their fulfilling this ac:xiliary role. 

These books were chosen over a period of nearly twenty years 
by auxiliary teachers in various places, notably Columbia Uni­
versity, the University of Chicago, the University of Virginia, and 
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St. John's College. The list was under criticism and testing by 
teaching and learning experience during that period, and the process 
has continued under conditions set by the single all-required cur­
riculum which all students at St. John's take. 

This experience of cooperative teaching with the authors of the 
great books has led to a new understanding of the classics and 
classical education at St. John's. The classics are not treated as 
objects in an art gallery collection or as the ornamental background 
of our more weighty and seemingly more important daily routine. 
These books are taken directly into our contemporary life. They are 
read in English. In the process certain criteria emerge and provide 
a new understanding of the original motives in classical liberal arts 
education. The criteria divide themselves into two kinds, those 
that are exemplified in single books and make them great, and those 
that appear in the effects that one book has on another and on the 
reader and teacher. 

WHAT MAKES GREAT BOOKS 

The first criterion is that a classic must be a masterpiece in the 
liberal arts. Its author must be a master of the liberal arts of his 
time, and his work must exemplify the direction of those arts of 
thought and imagination to their proper ends, the understanding 
and exposition of the truth as he sees it. 

The second criterion follows from the first. A classical book 
must be a work of fine art. It must have that clarity and beauty on 
its surface which provides an immediate intelligibility and leads 
the mind of the reader to its interior depths of illumination and 
understanding. This is of first importance in teaching, and its 
principle is almost universally violated in the textbooks that have 
developed in the ordinary elective system. A great many of the 
great books were written for the ordinary intelligent public, and 
they therefore have the seductive charm of works in the fine arts. 
They are intrinsically interesting and their disciplines are accepted 
with pleasure. 

The third criterion concerns the internal structure of a classic. 
A great book has many possible interpretations. This does not mean 
that it is simply ambiguous, and thus leads to confusion. On the 
contrary it is possible to discover in a great work such as Dante's 
Divine Comedy or Newton's Principia several distinct, complete, 
and independent meanings, each allowing the others to stand by 
its side and each supporting and complementing the others. It is 
the business of a liberal artist to construct such works and also to 
analyze and understand them. 

The fourth criterion demands that a great book shall raise the 
persistent and humanly unanswerable questions about the great 
themes in human experience. On the one hand this means that a 
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great book shall be honest about the limits of its powers of expo­
sition, admitting the uncertainties and paradoxes. that surround 
the practice of the liberal arts. On the other hand it mea~s .that a 
liberal artist should not allow a false modesty or scepticism to 
excuse him from pushing reason and imagination to ultin::ate 
questions. The entertainment and exploration of ultimate questi~:ms 
concerning number and measurement, form and matter, causality, 
tragedy, and God, extend, moderate, and balance the use of our 
intellectual capacities. 

All of these criteria apply as much to books on mathematics as 
to books of poetry, to books on practical ind~vidual and social 
problems as much as to books on metaphysics and theology. 

The extrinsic criteria concern the relations of the books to each 
other and their teaching powers in relation to students and readers. 
It is generally true that these books have had the gre~test nu~ber 
of readers throughout European history. Plato, Euclid, the Bible, 
and Shakespeare are all European best-sellers; t?ere. ar~ a few 
exceptions but it would be almost safe to take this. cntenon a.s a 
working rule for the selection of ~oaks f?r an¥ list. of c!assics, 
particularly if the numbers are considered m con1unct10n with the 
time the book has endured. 

Although each book must tell its own independent story, it is 
an important fact which we regularly exploit, that one great book 
talks about the others both those that came before, and, by antici­
pation of doctrine, th~se that come after: . ~ach book in a list of 
classics is introduced, supported,. and cnticized by. all the ot~er 
books in the list. It gains pedagogical power and cntical correct10n 
from its context. Thus Newton's Principia and Galileo's Two New 
Sciences submit themselves gracefully to the learning processes of 
the student of the liberal arts who has read Euclid, Apollonius, and 
Ptolemy; thus Kant's Critique of Pure Reason w~ns gre.ater clarity 
and Dante's Divine Comedy becomes more luminous m the con­
trasting light of Plato and Aristotle. It is this :ibundantly confirmed 
collaborative teaching by the master1? of the liberal arts that mak~s 
it possible and imperative to bring back to the modern youth his 
lost heritage of classical education. 

The fact is that such a collection of the great books has in it the 
shining thread of the great liberal tradition in the Western World. 
It is this thread that the elective system has lost, and the lack of 
which we are feeling in the perplexities and fears of contempora~y 
daily life. Its loss has made it necessary to constru~t synthetic 
cultures, and it is its ghost that frightens decadent liberals who 
would have us get along without traditions. They would have us as 
persons detach ourselves from the tradition wi~hou~ k?owing what 
it is or has been. Like current textbooks which similarly detach 
themselves from tradition we would be saluting the tradition in 
our spiritual deaths. 
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SCIENCE AND THE MODERN WORLD 

The tradition moves on into the modern world, and it is trans­
forming itself in most lively and important ways. This is happening 
in two ways primarily, one in mathematics, another in the labo­
ratory. St. John's College has more required mathematics than any 
other liberal arts college in the country; it also has more required 
laboratory work than any other liberal arts college in the country. 

Three hundred years ago algebra and the arts of analytic 
mathematics were introduced into European thought mainly by 
Rene Descartes. This is perhaps the greatest intellectual revolution 
in recorded history, paralleling the other great revolutions in 
religion, morals, politics, and industry. It has redefined and trans­
formed our whole natural and cultural world. Although it is not 
the only focal point around which the St. John's curriculum may be 
organized, it is one which we take special care to emphasize. There 
is scarcely an item in the course which does not bear upon it. The 
last two years of the course exhibit completely the changes in the 
liberal arts that flow from it, and these could not be appreciated 
without the first two years which cover the historical period from 
the Greeks to Descartes. 

Modern mathematics, by using and re-interpreting the knowl­
edge of the Greeks, has made possible the mathematical exploration 
of natural phenomena on a scale undreamed-of by the Greeks, and 
has provided the basis for what is known to us as the Laboratory. 
Following the classical thread into the modern world one must, 
therefore, find one's classical loci not only in the great books but 
also in the instruments and practices of the laboratory, however 
difficult that may be. 

For this purpose St. John's has set up a four-year laboratory in 
the natural sciences with the main themes of physics, biology and 
chemistry woven together to catch the understandings and insights 
that are needed. There is the art of measurement which involves 
the analytical study of the instruments of observation and measure­
ment; .crucial experiments that mark the history of science have to 
be reproduced; the interplay of hypothesis, theory, and fact has to 
be carefully scrutinized. All this must be supported by solid training 
in the mathematical techniques as far as differential equations. 

The mathematical and experimental investigation of Nature 
provides the background for all modern social sciences. The 
economist and political scientist, the sociologist and psychologist 
borrow their methods, to a large extent, from the natural sciences. 
Social studies, as practised today, do not provide an intelligible set 
of organizing principles of their own; until they do St. John's will 
confine its scientific work to the study of phenomena of Nature. 
We must not forget, however, that the proper study of mankind is 
man. 
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How It Functions The functioning of the seminar differs essen-
tially from either polite conversation or the 

method of formal lecture or recitation. A number of persons, for 
the most part young, of varied backgr~unds, and .faced w~th a text 
which may present ideas largely foreign to their expenen~e, .at­
tempt to talk rationally with one anoth~r. Sue~ co~mumcat1~n 
presupposes a certain community of feelmg despite differences .m 
vocabulary; more immediately, the seminar presuppos~s .the will­
ingness on the part of its members to .su~~it their opm10ns to a 
critical scrutiny. The demands of the mdiv1dual and those of the 
group are in continued interplay; and, wit.hin the limits thus set, 
the discussion moves with the utmost possible freedom. The only 
rules are: (1) politeness towards each other so that everybody's 
opinion can be heard and explo~ed, however s.h<:rp the clash of 
opinions may be; (2) the supportmg of every opm10n by argument 
-an unsupported opinion does not count. 

The discussion begins with a question asked by one of the 
leaders. Once under way, it may take any one of many fo~ms. It 
may concern itself primarily with what the. author says, w1~h try­
ing to establish the course or structure of his. argument; or l~ may 
concern itself with the interpretation of a difficult passage m the 
text the definition of a term· or with prior or more general ques­
tion~ that insist on being co~sidered first; or with a comparison 
with similar or opposed views discussed in. earlier sessions of the 
seminar. It may range from the most particular.to the most gen­
eral. It may stay entirely with the book or leave it altogether. 

In a freshman seminar the students tend to express their opinions 
with little regard for their relevance or relation to the opinion of 
others. Only gradually, under pressure of the group, does the 
student learn to proceed analytically, sticking .to the topic and 
trying to uncover the meanings of the terms w~1ch he. us~s. Such 
progress in method may be crowned by sudden, if rare, ms1ghts and 
illuminations on the part of individuals, or-an even rarer occur­
rence-by teamwork in which the fi>eminar as a whole explores the 
inter-connection of ideas. 

Following The course of the discussion cannot be fixed in ad­
the Argument vance; it is determined rather br the necess~ty .of 

"following the argument," of facmg the crucial is­
sues or of seeking foundations upon which a train of reasoning can 
be p~lrsued. The argument does not necessarily lead to the solution 
of a problem. More often than not, th~ problem remains unsettled 
·with certain alternatives clearly outlmed. The progress of the 
seminar is not particularly smoot~; the d~scu~sion sometii:ies t:_i:ds 
to branch off and to entangle itself with irrelevant d1fficu~L1e.s. 
Only gradually can the logical rigor ~f an .arg1:1ment ~merge w1t~m 
the sequence of analogies and other imagmat1ve devices by which 
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the discussion is kept alive. A seminar may also degenerate into 
rather empty talk or into dull and shallow meandering, without 
being able for a long time to extricate itself from such a course. 
Or it may climb to heights accessible to only a few of its members. 

Under these circumstances the role of the leaders is not to give 
information, nor is it to produce the right opinion or interpretation. 
It is to guide the discussion, to keep it moving, to raise objections, 
to help the students in every way possible to understand the author, 
the issues, and themselves. The most useful instrument for this 
purpose is the asking of questions; perhaps the most useful device 
of all is the one question: "Why?" But a leader may also take a 
definite and positive stand and enter directly into an argument. 
If he does so, however, he can expect no special consideration. 
Reason is the only recognized authority; all opinions must be 
rationally defended and any single opinion can prevail only by 
general consent. The aim is always to develop the student's powers 
of reason and understanding and to help him to arrive at intelli­
gent opinions of his own. 

Background: It is apparent that a free discussion of 
The Contemporary Scene this kind cannot be carried on in a so-

called academic or scholarly vein. The 
students approach the problems raised by the books with as­
sumptions taken from their own experience and determined by the 
contemporary scene familiar to them. Wars, national politics, 
movie stars, and big-league baseball may all crop up in a seminar. 
In continuing the discussion of a particular problem through the 
four years, the students gradually acquire a new perspective which 
allows them to recognize both the sameness of a problem and the 
historical variety of its aspects. The so-called historical background 
of a book-the knowledge of which is, at least partly, founded on the 
reading and interpretation of the testimony contained in the Great 
Books themselves-is never given to the student as a basis for the 
discussion. It is, of course, inevitable that some information on 
difficult points related to some specific historical situation is 
obtained by the students through collateral reading or from the 
seminar leaders who might have some special knowledge of the 
subject. In the main, the problems are not discussed with a view to 
ascertaining how things were, but how things are; of ascertaining 
the position which the student might decide to take on rational 
grounds in the conduct of his own life. That does entail, occasion­
ally, a complete disregard of historically pertinent facts. 

The Aims The free discussion which we have outlined, contfrming 
over a period of four years and dealing with persistently 

recurring questions,, problems, and ideas, in the varied and changing 
context of the Great Books, is the core of the St. John's program. 
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The members of the seminar learn to examine their opm10ns 
rationally, to put them to the test of argument, and to defend 
them in free discussion. They likewise acquire a familiarity with the 
great problems and ideas of Western thought. They gain a better 
understanding of the terms in which these problems and ideas are 
expressed, of their ambiguity, and of their deeper meaning. And this 
in itself is one of the great goals of a liberal education. It is the 
ultimate aim of the seminar that the process of thought and dis­
cussion, thus commenced by the student at St. John's, should 
continue with him throughout life. 

THE TUTORIALS The seminar, although the heart of the St.John's 
program, cannot alone suffice as a means to the 

end of general education unless aided by more specialized and strict­
er disciplines. By its very nature the seminar does not give to the 
students an opportunity to cultivate the habits of methodical and 
rigorous study. It has to be supported, therefore, by other in­
structional devices, principally the language and mathematics 
tutorials. Throughout the four years of a student's course at St. 
John's two tutorials or classes are scheduled each morning, one in 
language and one in mathematics. Here around a table eight to 
fifteen students study and learn together under the direct guidance 
and instruction of one of the tutors. Other tutors often attend, but 
in the guise of students seeking to learn about a particular subject. 
A tutorial class is meant to provide the conditions for collaborative 
study and for the manifold teaching and learning relations that hold 
in a company of good friends. There is opportunity for each student 
to contribute his measure of instruction to his fellows. Each 
tutorial is one hour in length and meets five days a week, except 
that one hour of each fortnight is relinquished to choral exercises, 
as will be seen later. 

THE LANGUAGE The advent of specialization in higher education 
TUTORIAL has led to a profound neglect of language skills. 

As country is separated from country by the bar­
rier of language, so profession is separated from profession by the use 
of technical jargon. The language tutorial attempts to remedy this 
condition by a training in the means of precise communication and 
persuasion. In a broad sense, it may be conceived as a resurrection 
of the age-old liberal arts of grammar, rhetoric, and logic. The tu­
torials concern themselves with seeking to understand the relation 
between language and thought. To do this they must study the 
basic articulations of speech, the modes of signifying things, the 
varied connotations and ambiguities of terms, the role of metaphors 
and analogies, and the logical relation between propositions. 

P.dmary Aims The primary purpose of the language tutorials is 
thus not the mastery of any foreign languages. By 

studying them, however, and by translating from them into English, 
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by comparing_ them with each other and with English, the student 
!earns ~omethmg o~ the nature of language in general and of his own 
m particular. . Dunng the four years, then, he is studying language 
as such, th_e discours~ of reas?n, and through the medium of foreign 
ton_gues, his own native En~hsh. He is discovering the resources of 
articulate :'peech and learnmg the rules that govern it if it is to be 
clear, co~sistent, and e~ec~ive; if it is to be adequate and persuasive. 
The media for accomphshmg this are Greek German and French· 
English itself is used in the second year. ' ' ' 

Dur~n~ the early ~essions of each year's language tutorial, the 
emphasis. is of &ecess1ty _on the primary grammatical forms and 
construct10ns and the basic vocabulary of the language in question. 
Passages of good prose and poetry from the books are committed to 
~emory ?Y rote. But after a relatively short period of time, which 
is longer m the first year, the tutorial has shifted to something more 
concret~: ~he s!ow ~nd careful reading and discussion of great works 
of P?et1c imagmat1~:m or philosophical thought. Thus, the rapid 
r_eadmg for the semmar with its attention focused on the large out­
lmes, the general trend, the development of the central ideas is 
supplemente? and correcte_d by a mo.re precise and refined study, 
concer:ied with every det~il and particular shade of meaning, and 
a!so with the abstract logical structure and rhetorical pattern of a 
g1ve.n wor~. Th_ese are matters that do not often come directly into 
semmar drscuss10n. The student's concern with them in the lan­
guage tutorials improves all his reading, for whatever immediate 
en?~ deepen:' and enriches his understanding, and increases his 
ab1hty to thmk clearly and to talk well. 

The s~cond yurpose of the language tutorial is support of the 
semmar dtscuss10n. The student reads and carefully analyzes a few 
great examples and models of prose and poetry in Greek, English, 
German! and Fre_nch. Some of these relevant texts are not parts of 
the semmar readmgs. The further the student advances the more 
th~ L_ang1!age Tutorial tends to influence the seminar dis~ussion by 
bnngmg ISsue~ to the _fore which ot?~rwi.se might have been neg­
lected and by mtroducmg more prec1s10n mto the terms in which a 
problem is being discussed. 

. The_ choice of the ~oreign Ia:iguages is in part dictated by the 
exigencies o~ the semmar readmg schedule and is in part arbi­
trary .. A d1ffere:it set of languages might well be used without 
chanipng the. basic patterns and aims of the language tutorial. At 
one ~ime Lat_m was mcl1;1ded in addition to the three languages now 
stu~1ed. This resulted m a scattering of energies with no real and 
!astmg profit to th~ student. Greek was retained in the curriculum 
m prefer~nce to Lat:n because its flexibility and expressiveness seem 
to make 1t t_he best mstrument for inculcating in the student a better 
understandmg of the nature of language in general. Moreover the 
amazing deterioration in our linguistic habits and the almost total 
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lack of grammatical training shown by many secondary school 
graduates made it imperative that the student learn the str~cture 
of English. The second year was chosen for the study of English to 
take advantage of the previous experience of translating from 
Greek. This experience compelled the student for the first time to 
reflect about his own speech, the very spontaneity of which hid 
from him his obligation to examine it. He is now ready for the study 
of articulation, of rhetoric, logic and argumentation in the medium 
of his own language. One of the devices used is the comparison of 
different translations of the same Greek text. The student has to 
write a great deal. And the close reading of great poets such as 
Shakespeare and Donne helps him to develop fullness of under­
standing and expression. 

The German tutorial in the third year repeats the pattern of the 
Greek tutorial. Grammar is studied intensively. Poetry and prose 
alternate in the reading schedule. Here again, the close reading of 
Kant provides an indispensable aid to the seminar discussions. 

The French tutorial in the fourth year, although reproducing 
in general the pattern of the preceding tutorials, is devoted mainly 
to the studying of the great works of French literature. The fourth 
year seminar is strongly supported by the continuous analysis of the 
nature of the novel in the language tutorial. It is also supported 
by the study of language from the point of view of symbolic logic, 
which is taken up by the tutorial for a certain period of time. At 
this point the Language Tutorial and the Mathematics Tutorial 
converge. 

The close reading in the language tutorials of the third and 
fourth years is done partly in German or French and partly in 
English. The original version is brought into play as often as 
possible whenever a work is read in English translation. The 
problem of translating, that is, the problem of articulating the 
same thoughts and delineating the same images in the various 
language media, never leaves the language tutorials throughout the 
four years. 

Third Aim The two main purposes of the Language Tutorial are 
to make the student understand the nature of lan­

guage as the human way to articulate and convey thoughts, 
especially with respect to their own mother tongue; and to support 
the seminar by a much closer scrutiny of texts. A third aim-and 
one of minor importance-is the learning of the three foreign 
languages themselves. In the time allotted to the study of each 
language, mastery of any one of them is, of course, impossible. 
What the student can reasonably be expected to attain is a knowl­
edge of the basic grammatical forms and a feeling for the peculiarities 
of the language. To experience the individuality of another lan­
guage is to extend the limits of one's sensibility. 

' 
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Readi~g ~owledge To implement this latter aim, the reading 
Exam1nat1ons and knowledge examinations were instituted. 
Essays The St. John's requirements for the final 
degree of Bachelor of Arts include the passing of reading knowledge 
examinations in two of the three foreign languages. By the end of 
the s~coi:d >:ear each student h.as to take a reading knowledge 
exammat10n m Greek. The passmg of this examination however 
is ~ot a. prerequisite for the Bache~or of Arts degree. The exami~ 
nations m French and German are given several times during a year. 
In ea~h ~ase the .student can us~ his. dictionary freely during the 
exammat10n. Failure the first time many of these examinations 
does not preclude later attempts. 

In .e~ch of the four years the students test their linguistic skills 
by wntmg essays on themes emerging from the discussion in the 
tutorials-or in seminars-and approved by their language tutors. 
These .essays a~e subjec~ to 8: thorough criticism on the part of tutors 
~h?, . if occas10n reqmres it,. arrange special meetings with the 
mdivid~al students for the diagnosis of particular difficulties. St. 
John's is concerned that each student acquire ability to express his 
thoughts clearly and ~ki~lfully, not less in writing than in speaking. 
The Language Tutorial is one of the means that contribute to this 
end. 

THE MATHEMATICS Next to the mother tongue the language of 
TUTORIAL numbers and figures is the most important 

symbolic possession of men. In fact it is a lan­
guage within t~e mother ~ongue pr.oviding a most powerful practi­
~al an~ theore~i~al exte~s10n. In view of our present scientific and 
mdustnal condit10ns of life the decay and elimination of mathematics 
in education is most disturbing. This default has become so common 
n.ow thc:t. many per~ons believe that they natively lack mathema­
tical ability. Nothmg could be more crippling to the individual 
nor more discouraging for the future of democratic societies if it 
were true. The apparent disability is due to a decay in the 'tech­
niques for teaching mathematics and this in turn is due to mis­
understanding of the fundamental nature and intention of mathema­
tics. St. John's is trying to change this state of affairs. 

Its Content The students begi_n with plane and solid geometry, the 
Elements of Euclid: they apprehend the idea of a 

deductive science and acquaint themselves with the intricacies of 
mathematical development. In the last term of their Freshman 
year they embark upon the study of Ptolemy, which also introduces 
them to the elements of trigonometry. 

. In ~he second year ~hey continue the study of Ptolemy and pass 
immediately to Copermcus: they face two conspicuous examples of 
a mathematical description of the universe; they learn the role and 
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power of a scientific hypothesis and the meaning of ar;>plied m.a­
thematics. They also study the conic sections in Apollonms'. Conics 
as well as algebra and analytical geo~etry, the latter with due 
regard to the original Cartesian found.at10ns. I;l" ot only do the stu­
dents learn how to manipulate algebraic express10ns, perform all ~he 
necessary operations, solve equations an~ correlate these analytical 
methods with the exploration of geometncal patterns, but th~y are 
also made to grasp the very idea of a Universal Mathematics as 
conceived by the great thinkers of the seventeenth century. 

In the beginning of the third year the students expand th~ir 
skills in analytical geometry and tackle the elements of :n:echamcs 
as laid down by Galileo. Concurrently, the students acquamt them­
selves with the principles of Keplenan as.tronomy: Most of the 
third year, however, is devote? to N ew.toman physics: large parts 
of Newton's Principia are studied and discussed very carefully. The 
first elements of calculus are approached. 

In the fourth year, differential and i11;tegi;-al. calc;ulus (including 
elementary differential equations) is studied m ~ts ngorous m<;>dern 
form. The students are finally introduced mto non-~uchdean 
geometry (Lobachevski), the theory of numbers (Dedekmd), and 
the theory of transfinite numbers (Cantor). 

Throughout the four years th.e students are in. continuous 
contact not only with the pure science. of math.emat1cs but also 
with the very foundations of mathematical phy.sics. Th.e Mathe­
matics Tutorial thus supports the seminar ~iscu~s1?~s. beanng on the 
relation of man to nature, the criteria of mtelhgib1hty, the nature 
of knowledge, and the all-powerful role of symbols. 

Logical Rigor The work done in the mathematics t1:1torials 
and Imagination imposes upon the students the duty of ngorous 

demonstration; the blackboard becomes the arena 
of intensive logical struggles. Th~ students are mad~ ~o see how the 
discovery of logical inconsistencies le:;i-ds to a ;eyis10n of tf e . asl 
sumptions upon which mathematics bmlds. Bi:t ~t 1s i:ot o_nly. og1ca 
rigor that is expected from the student~; their ima?"mation is ~o~­
stantly brought into play. Any device that. m1~ht help t eir 
imaainative effort-geometrical models, mechamcal lmkages, astro­
labe~, etc.-are used, and often the stu?ents th.ems~lves are asked 
to construct them. Whenever the occasio_n reqmres it, the studen~s 
have to exercise their skills in the solu~1on of _Problems. All this 
detailed preoccupation with mathematical ob1ect.s and. methods, 
however, is subservient to the more general ~ons1c;Ierat10n of. the 
relation that mathematics has to problems raised m the semu;ar. 
On the other hand, the mathematics tutorials refer most of the time 
directly to the work done in the laboratory. 
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The Chief Aim The chief aim of the Mathematics Tutorial is to 
give the students insight into the nature and 

practice of abstract thinking, of reasoning that proceeds system­
atically from definitions and principles to necessary conclusions. 
They see and become familiar with the power of a method or 
methods that can gather into a single formula or law the most 
diverse phenomena and can thereby predict and even control their 
occurrence. Their intellectual imagination is freed and developed 
to the point where they can investigate the structure of worlds that 
are possible-that is, consistent-beyond the power of sense. It is 
in the various mathematical sciences that abstract imagination and 
reason are seen at their most impressive and effective work. Here 
all is distinct, orderly, and necessary. To see reason thus at work­
building its structures as in pure mathematics, or making the world 
intelligible as in the mathematical sciences of nature-is perhaps the 
most exciting and absorbing of all intellectual activities. 

THE LABORATORY The scientific laboratory may well be the most 
characteristic institution of the modern world. 

It should be recalled that it was for the purpose of introducing and 
assimilating the laboratory that Eliot of Harvard opened the liberal· 
college to the elective system. The hope was that the college would 
provide the conditions and the techniques for the liberalizing and 
humanizing of science. The present disorganization of our colleges 
is evidence that the problem is not yet solved. It is of utmost 
importance that it be solved. St. John's College is making the 
attempt. 

That is not to say that we are in sight of the solution of this 
most difficult problem. The understanding of scientific labora­
tory methods is not helped by connecting them loosely with the 
classical tradition as explored in our seminars and language tu­
torials. These methods are the consequence of the vast project of 
study conceived by the great thinkers of the seventeenth century. 
They are based on a mathematical interpretation of the universe, 
which transforms the universe into a great book written in mathe­
matical characters. In the laboratory the inquiring mind must 
discover the fundamental assumptions made in the actual experi­
mentation, must follow carefully the transposition of those as­
sumptions as well as of the findings into suitable mathematical 
symbols, and must finally transcribe natural phenomena into a 
symbolic network of equations. Not to be carried away by this 
procedure, not to take it as a matter of course, is the prerequisite 
for a liberal understanding of scientific methods. Neither the factual 
data uncovered by science nor the general hypotheses and theories 
that constitute its body are of primary concern to liberal learning. 
It is rather concerned with the artifices of the human mind and the 
human hand that help us to transcend the factual by reducing it to 
universal principles. 
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The student has to face the problems of the laboratory as~~hey 
are faced in any genuine laboratory work. He has, at the same tlme, 
to learn not to succumb to the temptation of the merely factual. 
St. John's has not yet succeede? in over~omii:g this tempt~tion. 
On a minute scale, the College 1s strugglmg with a problem~that 
today confronts the entire world. 

The Organization of the The laboratory exercises take place 
Laboratory Work twice a week, in the afternoons. Each 

session lasts three hours for the upper-
classmen while the freshmen have weekly one three-hour session 
and one ~ne-hour meeting devoted to a preliminary exploration of 
the particular topic to be stud~ed .. T~e constituency of each group 
attending the laboratory exercises 1s, m general, the same as that of 
the seminar. It numbers from fifteen to twenty-five students. The 
same group of students, then, learn how ~o display their dialectical 
skill in the cooperative effort of the semmar and ho.w to 3:ttack a 
laboratory problem both individually and as a workmg umt: The 
students work under the guidance of a tutor. Student assistants 
take care of the equipment and necessary arrangements. Other 
tutors often attend the laboratory exercises as students. 

Before coming to the laboratory, each studen~ has acq.uainted 
himself with the content of a laboratory sheet which descnbes the 
forthcoming exercise and its theoretical assumptions: In t~e case 
of upperclassmen the first half hou:-:-or full hour'. 1f the circum­
stances require it-is devoted to add1t1onal explanat10ns on the part 
of the tutor and to answering of questions that the students ~ay 
have. The students then proceed to work on the ac~ual exercise, 
which may require from them the ?etting up and worl~mg ~ut of :i-n 
experiment or a sequence of expenments, o; the r;iakm.g or a senes 
of observations, or the performmg of p;escn?ed dissect10ns .. In the 
case of the freshmen the preliminary discuss10n of the exercises fills 
the one-hour meeting. Each stu?ent .is require? to ~eep '.3- _record of 
his observations and to summanze his conclus10ns m wntmg. The 
tutor regularly examines these laboratory reports o~ notebook? and 
returns them to the students with comments beanng on their ac-
curacy and theoretical validity. 

Its Content The immediate concern of the laboratory exercises is 
with elementary and fundamental problems of 

physical and biological sci.enc~. In terms of traditional names for 
the various branches of scientific endeavor, the work schedule may 
be outlined roughly as follows: 
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1st Term I 2nd Term I 3rd Term 

1st 

I 
Biology 

I Year Theory of Measurement 

2nd 
I 

Chemistry 
I Year Optics 

3rd 

I 
Biology 

I Year Mechanics 

4th 
Thesis 

Electromagnetism writing Electro-
Year period magnetism 

Physical Science The first year physics course deals with the 
problem of measurement. Students learn the 

elementary processes of measuring length, area volume weight 
density, musical pitch, pressure, temperature, and' heat and becom~ 
aware of the theoretical assumptions underlying th~se measure­
ments. 

In the first half of the sophomore year the students are con­
fronted with the phenomena and arguments which lead to the de­
velopl?er~t ?fan atomic theory of matter. The emphasis thus shifts 
from md1v1dual measurements to the construction of a coherent 
P.hysical theory which will embrace diverse phenomena. The exer­
ci~es follo"'." 8:n oi;der that is both historical and logical, beginning 
with the distmct10n between pure substance and mixture element 
and co~pound, and continuing with the laws of weight-c~mbining 
proport10ns, the gas laws, and Gay-Lussac's law of the volume­
~ombining proportions of gases. The principle of Avogadro is then 
introduced as the key to the problem of determining a consistent 
set of atomic weights. Finally, the periodic chart of the elements is 
pres~nte~ as the ~uli:nination of the process of atomic weight de­
termmat10n. Penod1c reappearance of properties in the series of 
elements arranged according to increasing atomic weight suggests 
the presence of an underlying order and unity. 

The second half of the sophomore year is again concerned with 
the construction of physical theories, but the phenomena to be 
dealt with are optical rather than chemical. Mechanical models of 
light are of two kinds, wave and corpuscular. Confronted with the 
ph~nomena of rectilinear propagation, reflection, refraction, polari­
zat10n, and color, the students attempt to assess the relative ad­
vanta&'es ~nd. disadvantages ~f the two types of theory. Special 
attent10n is given to Huygens account of double refraction in Ice­
land spar on the basis of the wave theory, and to Newton's criticism 
of this account. Finally, interference and the photoelectric effect 
are presented as phenomena which appear to require, respectively, 
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a wave and a corpuscular theory. Faced with .this apparent con­
tradiction, the students become a~are of t~e 1~3:dequacy c;if me­
chanical models, and at the same time of th~ir utility m the mven­
tion and discovery of precise relations which are mdependent of 
any specific mechanical theory. . . . 

The third year physics e~erc1ses de3:1 with the N ewt~man me­
chanics of translational mot10n, and w1th ~he construction. of an 
analogous mechanics of rotation. The exer~1ses are _closelyr tied up 
with the concurrent study in the mathematics tutorial of Newtons 
Principia. Here the students first become aware of the po~ver of 
mathematical analysis (algebra and the calculus) as a tool m the 
physical sciences. . . . 

The fourth year physics course deals pnmanly with electro­
magnetism. During the first term the students. study the elemen­
tary phenomena of magnetostatics, ele~trostat1cs, direct curr~n!, 
electromagnetic induction, and alternatmg current. Emphasis 1s 
placed on the unifying role of the_ con~epts of field and_ energy, as 
well as on the formulation. of an ideah~ed set of laws .m_ ter~s of 
differential equations. Dunng the remamder of the sei:i101 year the 
students work in teams of two to four members, attackmg problems 
of a more advanced character; for example, the measur~ment of the 
charge on the electron, the photoelec~nc effect, mutat10n of ge_nes 

d Ced by radiation etc. The solut10n of these problems reqmres 
pro u • · l · · both experimental ingenuity and theoret1ca mvent1veness. 

Biological Science The exercises for the freshrr.ian year. may be 
regarded primarily as an mqmry mto the 

nature of the vertebrate organism. The. students are confronted 
with general problems such as the re~at1on of !h~ P3:rts and the 
whole, the relation of form ~nd funct10n, the distmct10n ~etween 
homology and analogy, the lmk between the external and mternal 
environment. Specifically, they stu~y the anatomy of the cat and 
the frog. A variety of animal types is pre~ented to them for ~bser­
vation. The students have the oppo~tumty to ~or:ipa:e their ex­
ternal and internal structures. Special emphasis is given to th.e 
technique of dissection. The students also reproduce ~he expen­
ments described in Harvey's Disquisition on the Mot10n of the 
Heart and Blood in Animals. 

The third-year exercises attack problems c;if histology, em~ry­
olo y, phylogeny and genetics. The first umt .of t~ese exerc~ses 
ac:uaints the student with the cell as a level of b10log1cal orgam~a­
tion and confronts him with Cell Theory an.d Theory of t~e Umty 
of the Organism as a whole. The second umt of the exerc1s~s con:­
bines embryology and invertebrate .zoology. The st~dents mvest1-
gate the phenomena and weigh the mferences on which the Th~ory 
of Recapitulation is founded. Moderi:i conc~pts., such as the ?r-

. Theory " as well as the perenmal ant1thes1s of Preformat10n gan1zer . , . Th h' d "t 
and Epigenesis are also reviewed and evaluated.- e t ir um 
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is devoted to genetics. Mendel's Laws of Heredity are demon­
strated by experimental breeding with the fruit fly. The discussion 
begins with a thorough consideration of Mendel's Experiments in 
Plant Hybridization, followed by the application of the principles 
discovered by Mendel to plants and animals in general. The 
development of the modern theory of the gene is traced and its 
possible role in evolution explored in terms of Darwin's Theory of 
Natural Selection. 

THE FORMAL Most of the teaching going on at St.John's takes the 
LECTURE form of a discussion: the dialectical methods of the 

seminar are carried over into the tutorials, although 
the tutorial work itself consists basically of exercises in recitation of 
paradigms, translation and interpretation of texts, demonstration 
of theorems, and solution of problems. As much as possible, the 
actual instruction in all classes and laboratories is made dependent 
on the activity and initiative of the students. The tutor functions, 
except for occasional lectures required in a given situtation, as a 
guide, more intent to listen to the students than to impose upon 
them his own train of thought. 

On Friday nights, however, the pattern of instruction is a 
different one. The Formal Lecture is the occasion upon which the 
students are required to listen steadily and attentively. These 
lectures are given either by a member of the faculty or by a guest 
spf!aker: the latter might be a scholar or a poet or a man of public 
afl:airs whose work, although not directly connected with the activi­
ties at St. John's, ties in with them. The Formal Lecture may last 
an hour and a half. It is followed by an extensive discussion period 
that very often takes the form of a seminar. Here the content of the 
lecture is subjected to a prolonged and intensive scrutiny on the 
part of the students. The faculty has a share in the discussion. 
Thus, the Formal Lecture serves two purposes: it inculcates in the 
students the habit of listening and following the condensed ex­
position of a subject they might not be familiar with, and it also 
provides them an opportunity, in the discussion period, to exercise 
their dialectical skills in a setting very different from that of their 
class work. It is here that they can themselves test the degree of 
their understanding and the applicability of their training. 

The lectures, given over a period of four years, range through 
a large variety of subjects. A list of these lectures follows on pages 
28 and 29. Some of the lectures have immediate repercussions in the 
seminars and tutorials. Others may have a lasting effect on the 
direction that a student's work takes within the frame of the pro­
gram. The student is confronted with opposing views on a given 
subject, since many lectures, of necessity, bear on the same themeo 

As will be seen in the following pages, concerts can take the 
place of these Friday night lectures. These concerts are an integral 
part of the St. John's music program. 
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FORMAL LECTURES 

1952 - 1953 

The (Great Mother and the Liberal Arts Jacob Klein 

Homer . Mark Van Doren 

Inference in Biology . Kenneth Zierler 

Concert. The J uilliard String Quartet 

The Tragedy of Hamlet, Prince of Denmark William A. Darkey 

Satire, Its Purpose and Methods 

The American Revolution 

Thucydides 

Recital . 
Don Quixote 

Dn Genesis 

Play. 
The Anatomy of Foreign Policy . 

The Medieval University . 

The Pharisees . 

On Psychiatry 

On Inspiration 

What is the Dramatic? 

Recital. 

Gilbert Highet 

0. Meredith Wilson 

Leo Strauss 

Hugues Cuenod and Doda Conrad 

Leo Spitzer 

A. T. Mollegen 

The Winter's Tale 

Dean Rusk 

Gerhard Ritter 

Arthur Hyman 

Dr. Thomas F. French 

Burgess Johnson 

C. L. Barber 

The Nature and Scope of Intellectual History 

Basic Conditions of Education 

Ralph Kirkpatrick 

Arthur E. Bestor 

Robert Ulich 

Ford K. Brown 
Douglas Allanbrook 

Moses Hadas 
Dom Aelred Graham 

Hans Rademacher 

Societa Corelli 

Jacob Klein 

I magi nation . 
Art, Artists and Artifacts 

On the Heroic 

Catholicism 
Euler's Partition of Numbers 

Concert. 
History and the Dibeml Arts. 
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FORMAL LECTURES 

1953 - 1954 

On Tradition . 

What is Operations Research? 

Induction and Abstraction in Greek Philosophy 
Philosophy and Politics 

Jacob Klein 
Gerard Hinrichs 

Lewis M. Hammond 

William T. Jones 
Pro Musica Antiqua 

William A. Darkey 

Roland VI/. Boyden 

Concert . 

On Virgil . 

History, Handmaid or Mistress? 
On Phenomenology 

On Machiavelli 
Play 

Sculpture and Thought 

Concert 

History, Logic and Sin 

Gestalt Theory 

Statistics 

On Entropy 

Recital. 

Music and the Intellectual Tradition 

Dorion Cairns 

Leo Strauss 
Ibsen: Emperor and Galilean 

Peter H. von Blankenhagen 

The J uilliard String Quartet 

Bert Thoms 
Aron Gurwi tsch 

L. Paul Bolgiano 

Vernon E. Derr 

Ralph Kirkpatrick 
Victor Zuckerkandl 
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MUSIC The St. John's program approaches music very much as it 
does lano-uage and mathematics, that is, as one of the 

principal systems ~f symbols which the human :nin? has developed 
to satisfy its desire for cognition and commumcat10n. There 1s a 
definite relationship between the alphabet, the whole number 
series, and the diatonic scale: the study of man and the world could 
not be complete if it did not include music. 

In classical antiquity and through the Midd~e Ag~s mu~ic 
ranked among the seven liberal arts; together with anthmet1c, 
geometry, and astronomy, it formed the original quadrivium, the 
key to cosmology. As late as in the Renaissance a great composer­
Palestrina-could be praised by his contemporaries as an "ocean of 
knowledge." It was only during the eighteenth and nineteenth cen­
turies that the questionable doctrine of music as the languag;e. of 
emotion gained ground, separating the musical frc;>m the cog1:11tiv:e 
faculties altogether, drawing a fence around music and settmg it 
up as a self-contained little world of its own. 

The fallacy of this view has become increasingly clear. The 
interdependence of all mental capacities and activities is so close 
that not one of them can be fully understood, nor fully developed, 
without taking into account all of them. It seems therefore de­
sirable to restore music to its due place in liberal arts education. 

The St. John's music program consists of curricula~ and ext.ra­
curricular parts. Required are: the Freshn:an Music Tutonal, 
the Choral Exercises (for Freshmen), the Semmars on great works 
of music and the Concerts. Extracurricular are the Choral Exer­
cises for the upper classes and advanced courses in theory, analysis, 
and composition. 

The Music Tutorial meets twice a week for one hour. Like the 
language and mathematics. tutoriaJs, it aif1:1s :iot at the develc;ip­
ment of technical or profess10nal skills. Its aim is the understandmg 
of the nature and the meanings of tonal symbols. Topics of study 
are: melody, form, rhythm, polyphony, harmony. Actual composi­
tions only are used as materials. 

The Seminars on great compositions are part of the regularly 
scheduled Monday and Thursday evening seminars. Before the 
seminar the students listen to recordings to familiarize themselves 
with th~ scores. The discussion ranges from specific problems of the 
work under consideration to general questions such as the relation 
between tone, word and number, be~ween music and the other fine 
arts, between the fine arts and the hberal arts, and so on. 

Four times a year a concert replaces the Formal Lecture. Out­
standing artists play carefully selected programs of old and modern 
music. Usually the artists spend a full weekend at the College, 
giving additional recitals and meeting informally with the students. 
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The Choral Exercises take place once a week. The schedule of 
instruction is so planned as to give every student the opportunity 
to take part in them. The work of the chorus is focussed on poly­
phonic a cappella music. Occasionally the chorus joins with groups 
in the community to perform at informal concerts. 

SCHEDULE AND EXAMINATIONS 

Perhaps the most obvious distinctive mark of St. John's College 
is the easily observable fact that all the students of the same year 
are reading the same books at the same time with the same im­
mediate preparation. This may be the week when that "all Greek to 
me" look is on all freshman faces because they are learning the 
Greek alphabet; or it may be the two weeks that they are meeting 
the highest type of Greek mathematics in the fifth book of Euclid's 
Elements; or it may be the first assignment in Thucydides when the 
seminar leaders are wondering if the students will get the impli­
cations of liberty in Pericles' funeral oration. These are the educa­
tional realities that a common schedule marks and emphasizes. 

Each morning for five days of the week each student spends one 
hour in a language tutorial and one hour in a mathematics tutorial 
of which one hour alternately is relinquished to the weekly chorai 
exercises. Two afternoons a week each student spends from one to 
three hours in the Laboratory. Two evenings from eight to ten 
each student attends a seminar in organized conversation and dis­
cussion of the scheduled readings. A formal lecture or concert is 
given once-or occasionally twice-a week. Seventeen to nineteen 
hours per week are spent in regular classes. The rest of the time 
is spent in studying, eating, sleeping, talking, athletics, and other 
activities such as music and dramatics. 

The three terms of the College year average eleven weeks in 
length. Usually there are oral examinations at the end of each term. 
These are conducted by seminar leaders with the help of other tu­
tors. The students are questioned freely and informally on the texts 
they have read, on their critical or interpretative opinions, and en­
couraged to consider parts of their study in relation to each other 
and in relation to fresh problems that may not have been treated 
in their classes. Each student sits with the examiners for a half 
hour. A few days after the examination and before the end of a 
term the students meet their instructor again, in the so-called 
"don rags". The "don rags" are brief and recurrent consultations 
between teachers and student for the purpose of diagnosis and 
prescription rather than for report of marks. They usually last 
fifteen minutes for each student, but may be extended well beyond 
that. In them the tutors report to the seminar leader on the stu­
dent's work for the term; the students are invited to report on them-
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selves and to judge their own work; advice may be requested and 
given; difficulties may be aired; but grades are not reported, nor 
are they the center of interest. The don rags are followed by 
vacations in which a fresh start is possible and new directions in 
study may be explored. 

The end of each year, and in the case of the sophomores the 
middle of the year, is marked by an essay written by each student 
on some theme which he has chosen in the books, with the approval 
of the seminar leaders, and on which he stands an examination. 

At the end of the second year the sophomores have to stand a 
set of comprehensive examinations, the so-called Enabling Examina­
tions, which determine whether a student continues as a candidate 
for the degree of Bachelor of Arts. At the end of the third year the 
juniors take a written examination which gives them an opportunity 
to check on their work in that year. 

The Enabling Examinations as well as the requirements for the 
degree of Bachelor of Arts are described fully in Appendix B. 

A Sample Class Schedule For One Week 

Hour Mon. Tues. Wed. Thur. Fri. Sat. 

9 Mathematics Mathematics Mathematics Mathematics 
Tutorial Tutorial Tutorial Tutorial 

10 

11 Language Language Language Language Language 
Tutorial Tutorial Tutorial Tutorial Tutorial 

12 Chorus 

2 
to Laboratory Laboratory 
5 

8 
to Seminar Seminar Formal 
10 Lecture 
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ACADEMIC STANDING 

The system of instruction allows for a close and varied ac­
quaintance of instructors and students; therefore the student's 
academic standing is known in detail from day to day. This 
knowledge is pooled at the end of each term on the occasion of the 
don rag and the combined judgments of the tutors are based on 
more than recorded grades. 

A single grade does not necessarily indicate the degree of 
mastery of a given subject. The grades do represent periodic and 
comprehensive judgments of the student's work by members of 
the faculty who are in direct contact with it. Students are advised 
not to work for grades, but to try to develop their own under­
standing and to let grades take care of themselves. If, on the other 
hand, it become~ evident that a student is not progressing at all, 
or that the learnmg process has stopped and cannot be revived, the 
student is asked to leave. A decision of this kind is usually reached 
in common agreement with the student. 

Ideally there is no reason for dropping any normal student 
from this course of study. It is varied and rich enough for great 
diversities of interest, performance, and achievement, and there is 
ample room within it for a wide range of ability and for individual 
choice and guidance. This fact permits and demands a longer 
period of adjustment and tentative judgment than in the regular 
elective system. It is assumed that each student has the required 
capacities until there is clear evidence to the contrary. All disci­
plinary action is governed by the assumption that bad habits can 
be:changed. 

Attendance on all regularly scheduled College exercises is re­
quired. A record of absences is kept and posted. This record is 
taken into consideration whenever there is occasion to determine 
academic standing. 

The following persons can excuse a student from class at­
tendance: 

1) Parent, guardian, or other responsible person outside the 
College; 

2) Instructor in charge of class in which absence occurs; 
3) The College Physician; 
4) Practising physicians consulted by the student. 

THE ST. JOHN'S DEGREE OF 
BACHELOR OF ARTS 

The St. John's degree of Bachelor of Arts signifies the suc­
cessful completion of four years of studies as described in the 
preceding pages. The content of these four years of studies can be 
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distributed among standard subjects. The following table is an 
attempt to approximate the St. John's program in terms of a 
conventional curriculum, although it is rather difficult to measure 
the work done throughout the four years in semester-hours. 

Languages (Greek, English, German, French)..... . . 33 
Literature. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
Religion....................................... 6 
Political Science. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 
History........................................ 5 
Philosophy. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 
Economics . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 
Logic.......................................... 4 
Psychology. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 
Mathematics. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24 
Sciences (Physics, Astronomy, Chemistry, Biology).. 38 
Music......................................... 5 

Total .............. 150 

It should be noted that instruction in English is not confined to the 
sophomore language tutorial. The writing of annual essays, the 
recurrent exercises in the tutorials, and above all the continuous 
reading and discussing of the books in the seminar provide the 
means by which the study of English is carried on through the en­
tire program. 

The four years at St. John's do not purport to prepare a student 
for any particular future career. Nor do they prepare for any 
vocational school or any special kind of graduate work. They do, 
however, give to a student planning to embark upon graduate 
work a background sufficiently broad to help him substantially in 
his specialized studies, whatever they might be. The question is 
sometimes asked as to whether the graduate schools acknowledge 
the St. John's degree of Bachelor of Arts, in view of the highly 
unconventional program under which St. John's operates. It must 
be noted that St. John's College is certified by the Maryland Board 
of Education and the Middle States Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools. 

The experience that the College has had with its graduates so 
far shows that there are no inherent difficulties for a St. John's 
graduate to continue his studies on the graduate level, if he chooses 
to do so. Of the 268 students who have graduated from St. John's 
since 1941, when the first dass completed the New Program, 156, 
or about 57%, entered graduate schools. The following table shows 
the distribution of these 156 students to date, among the various 
fields of study: 
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Architecture. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 
Biology....................... 3 
Business Administration.. . . . . . . . 5 
Economics. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 
Education. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 
Engineering. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 
Geology....................... 2 
History....................... 6 
Journalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
Languages........ . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
Law.......................... 20 
Library Science. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 
Literature and Writing. . . . . . . . . . 11 

Mathematics. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11 
Medicine. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11 
Meteorology. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
Philosophy. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14 
Physics....................... 10 
Political Science. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 
Psychology. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 
Public Administration. . . . . . . . . . 1 
Social Work................... 2 
Theology...................... 9 

Total. . . . . . . . . . . . 156 

This list shows clearly that the graduate and professional 
schools do not put too many obstacles in the way of St. John's 
grad:iates .. As a matter of f~ct, t~es~ ~chools tend increasingly to 
admit candidates on the basis of md1v1dual record and merit, and 
to ignore the bare minimum certification of the ordinary degree. 
The graduate and professional schools tend also to recognize more 
and more the necessity for a general education on the undergraduate 
level. They have begun to see the ravages that premature special­
ization leaves on the minds of our scientists and engineers, our 
doctors and lawyers. 

In most cases, admission to graduate schools presents minimal 
difficulties for the St. John's graduate, especially if his academic 
record is a good one.-In the case of physics and biology, it is usually 
necessary for him to take additional courses before embarking upon 
advanced work. This generally means that in his first year of gradu­
ate study he has to work harder than students from other institu­
tions who have undergone special training; after that, however, he 
advances at least as well as the others, and begins to reap the bene­
fits of his broad intellectual experience at St. J ohn's.-In the case 
of chemistry as well as of engineering, advanced work presupposes 
the taking of additional courses on the undergraduate level. 

Finally, in the case of medicine, a warning must be given to the 
student entering St. John's who plans to pursue a medical career 
The medical schools maintain a policy of high selectivity and insist 
upon definite prerequisites. In view of this, students who come to 
St. John's with the intention of going on into medicine are advised 
to make special arrangements for fulfilling these requirements. 
They may take pre-medical courses at summer schools, or they may 
plan a year of work in the sciences, on the undergraduate and 
graduate level, prior to formal entrance into a medical school. That 
this can be accomplished successfully is shown by the comparatively 
high number of St. John's graduates who have studied or are study­
ing medicine. It is not unimportant to mention that many medical 
schools themselves, like the larger technological institutes, expect 
their students to be able to build on a broad foundation of humane 
knowledge. 



CATALOGUE OF ST. JOHN'S COLLEGE 

Whatever the attitude of the graduate schools, St. John's 
~efuses to accept the imposition of heavy pre-professional, special­
ized requirements on its liberal curriculum. The College knows well 
enoug_h that to ~d~cate a man requires less, and yet far more, than 
to satisfy the sh1ftmg standards of specialized skills. 

THE ST. JOHN'S DEGREE OF MASTER OF ARTS 

St. John's College awards the degree of Master of Arts. The re­
quirements for this degree are determined by the general task the 
College .has set for itself. They are directly related to the teaching 
of th; liberal arts. ~h~y comprise: (a) teaching experience at St. 
John s; (b) the subm1ss10n of a thesis. 

Any one, who has completed two years of teaching at St. John's 
College, may petition the Instruction Committee of the Colleo-e to 
present himself as a candidate for the St. John's degree of M~ster 
of Arts. 

If permission is granted, the candidate shall submit a thesis to 
the faculty and stand an oral examination on it. 

Before submitting his thesis, the candidate must have the thesis 
topic approved by the Instruction Committee. The topic must have 
some bearing on the understanding and practice of the liberal arts. 

CO-EDUCATION 

Believing that the edu~ation being offered at St. John's could 
and. she.mid be equally available t<? women and that their partici­
pat1~n. m the program would make 1t even more effective, the Board 
of V1s1tors and Governors voted to admit women to the College 
commencing in the fall of 1951. 

TI-IE F ACUL 1Y 

Part of the intention of the elective system since the time of its 
introduction at Harvard has been to encourage the combination of 
~eaching and rese.arch i~ each member of the faculty. The principle 
1s that the teachmg mmd must be a learning mind and therefore 
good teaching demands continued learning. This ha~ come to mean 
in ac~den;iic practice that the good teacher must be making original 
contnbut10ns to knowledge and that he must publish if he wishes 
to be promoted. 

The f.aculty at St. J o~n's. is again going back to first principles 
and ma~mg an?t~er apphca~10n of them. Learning is a cooperative 
enterpnse and .1t 1s best earned out when persons at different stages 
of comprehens10n work together. The typical learning situtation at 
~t. John's involves a small grnup of learners. First i~ the learning 
lme coll'.e t~e author-teachers, the writers of the great books, who 
are talkmg m most c:ises at the ~igh point of their own learning. 
Next comes the readmg and talkmg teacher who is a member of 
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the faculty: his stage of learning is somewhere between the author 
and the best student. There then follow the other students at 
distances proportional to their degree of understanding. The old­
fashioned ranking of classes in the little red schoolhouse is the image 
that we have in mind. At the head of the class is the author­
teacher, at the foot of the class the worst student in relation to the 
subject matter. All the others are both teachers and pupils, each 
learning from those above and teaching those below. 

The aim in all the classes is to exploit the differences in knowl­
edge, character, and skill as they are distributed among the students 
and the tutors. Since it is not the policy of the College to select 
only the best students for admission, but rather to aim at the normal 
distribution of ability that is found in the average American com­
munity, it counts heavily on the normal social process of mutual 
understanding to catch and amplify the teaching. The classes 
exemplify in their various styles all the types of collaborative study, 
allowing even the dull or slow student on occasion to hold the class 
to the main learning purpose. 

The kind of teaching and learning that goes on at St. John's 
presupposes, then, a faculty differing in many ways from the 
faculties of more conventional colleges. Each of the faculty mem­
bers has to be expertly competent in at least one field of knowledge. 
Beyond that he must be willing to acquire a certain expertness in 
other fields of knowledge, hitherto neglected by him, and a certain 
competence in the liberal arts. That means that he has to re­
educate himself. He has the opportunity to do so by the very nature 
of the St. John's program. He attends classes in the same way as a 
student; his own learning goes along with his teaching; just as the 
students do, he progresses from year to year in the curriculum; and 
this continuous learning and teaching brings him, in an ever in­
creasing measure, into closer contact with the entire program. Thus, 
a member of the St. John's faculty is never confined in his scholastic 
activities to a single division of the program. He is, and has to be, 
a teaching member of a seminar and of either two tutorials or one 
tutorial and the laboratory. Each faculty member is constantly 
passing on the special skills that he possesses to his colleagues who 
might require them in their respective classes. The collaborative 
effort at St. John's is especially evident in the cooperative teaching 
of the faculty. 

Many members of the St. John's faculty do engage in editorial 
work. The majority of the great books are already in cheap and 
easily available English translations, but there are a considerable 
number of them that need new editions, and a smaller number 
which have not been translated or are badly translated. So far the 
following books have been reprinted: 

Plato: Phaedrus, in Greek and Latin 
Gospel according to St. John, in Greek and Latin 
Descartes: Discourse on Method, in French and Latin 
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Hippocrates: Selected Works 
Archimedes: Selected Works 
Lucian: True History 
Aristarchus: Distances of Sun and ~Moon 
Nicomachus: Introduction to Arithmetic 
Spinoza: Theological-Political Treatise 
Gilbert: On the Magnet 
Harvey: The Works of 
Rousseau: Du Contrat Social 
Lavoisier: Elements of Chemistry 
Hegel: Philosophy of History 
Dalton: Chemical Philosophy 
Bernard: Experimental Medicine 
Fourier: Theory of Heat 
Virchow: Cellular Pathology 
Euclid: Elements (Heath's edition) 
Kant: Kritik der Reinen Vernunft 

The following books have been translated for the: first time 
into English by members of the faculty: 

Apollonius: Conics Books I-III 
Ptolemy: Mathematical Composition (Almagest) 
Augustine: On Music 
Scotus Erigena: The Division of Nature 
Grosseteste: On Light 
Oresme: On the Breadths of Forms 
Copernicus: On the Revolution of the Spheres 
Kepler: Epitome of Copernican Astronomy, Books IV, V 
Pico: On the Dignity of Man 
Alexander of Aphrodisias: Commentary to the 12th Book of Aristotle's 

Metaphysics 

The following books have been retranslated by members of 
the faculty: 

Plato: Jl!l eno 
Plotinus: Fifth Ennead 
Aristotle: Physics, Books I-IV 
Bonaventure: Reduction of Arts to Theology 
Cantor: Transfinite Numbers 
Einstein: Geometry and Experience 

This represents the first line of research carried out by the 
St. John's faculty. Another line of research consists in the constant 
reinterpretation of the book list which occurs as an immediate 
by-product of teaching the books in seminar, in tutorial, and in the 
laboratory. The products of this kind of research go first into 
teaching, Production for publication and learned societies is and 
should be a secondary result. 

It is perhaps necessary to state that St. John's is as much a 
school for teachers as it is for students. Some of the graduates of 
St. John's are now teaching members of the College. This will be 
the case ir, the future also. It is, hovvever, the general policy of the 
College to appoint its graduates to teaching positions only after 
they have gathered academic and other experience outside of St. 
John's. 
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The program and the actual instruction are under the super­
vision of the Instruction Committee, whose chairman is the Dean 
of the College. 

THE LIBRARY 

The objectives of theJllibrary in terms of the College are to 
furnish the books on which the teaching program is founded and 
to supplement these books with other good books of interest to 
students in the liberal arts in a manner agreeable to the people 
using its resources: students, faculty, and members of adult classes. 

The Great Books chosen for study at St. John's are collected 
in the library in the best editions and translations that can be 
obtained. These books plus a carefully selected group of modern 
texts for the laboratory are the core of the library. In cases where 
these are too expensive for the students to purchase or are out of 
print the library lends copies for class use. These basic books are 
essential to the teaching of the program. A good general collection 
is a necessary supplement. A very specialized, very technical one 
would have little use. But-in addition to 9 newspapers-87 current 
periodicals, reference books and books in mathematics, science, 
philosophy, religion, art, music, poetry, literary criticism, history, 
and a few of the current novels and biographies are bought each 
year. The music section of the library takes care of the needs of the 
music course. The library catalogue analyzes both books and 
magazines for sections and articles pertinent to the teaching pro­
gram. The library has now 45,000 volumes. A manual to explain 
the arrangement of the library and the use of the catalogue is issued 
to the students at the beginning of the year. 

A small college library has both the advantages and disad­
vantages of its selective policy in book purchases. It possesses a 
workable collection, but is not altogether self-sufficient. Inter­
library loans furnish books the library cannot or does not wish to 
buy. 

The King William Room on the second floor of the library is 
used for the question periods following the Friday night lectures, 
and also for Sunday Evening Meetings on current problems of 
national and international policies. Easy chairs, tables, and many 
lamps create an atmosphere conducive to study and reading. 

THE ST. JOHN'S LIST OF GREAT BOOKS 

Homer: 
Herodotus: 
Aeschylus: 
Sophocles: 
Euripides: 
Aristophanes: 

Iliad, Odyssey 
History 
Agamemnon, Choephoroe, Eumenides, Prometheus Bound 
Oedipus Rex, Oedipus at Colonus, Antigone 
Hippolytus, Medea 
Clouds, Birds 
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Hippocrates: 

Plato: 

Thucydides: 
Aristotle: 

Euclid: 
Archimedes: 
Apollonius: 
Lucretius: 
Virgil: 
The Bible 
Epictetus: 
Tacitus: 
Plutarch: 
Nicomachus: 
Ptolemy: 
Galen: 
Plotinus: 
Augustine: 
Thomas Aquinas: 
Dante: 
Chaucer: 
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Airs, Waters, and Places, Ancient Medicine, Oath, Sacred 
Disease 
Ion, Gorgias, Meno, Republic, Apology, Crito, Phaedo, 
Symposium, Parmenides, Theaetetus, Sophist, Timaeus, 
Phaedrus, Cratylus 
History of the Peloponnesian War 
Generation of Animals, On the Soul, Physics II, III, IV, 
VIII, Metaphysics I, V, VI, VII, XII, Nicomachean 
Ethics, Politics, Poetics, Organon 
Elements 
Selected Works 
Conics 
On the Nature of Things 
Aeneid 

Discourses, Manual 
Annals 
Lives 
Arithmetic 
Almagest 
On the Natural Faculties 
Fifth Ennead 
Conj essions, The City of God 
Summa Theologica 
The Divine Comedy 
Canterbury Tales 

Pico della Mirandola: On the Dignity of Man 
Gargantua and Pantagruel 
The Prince, Discourses 
Three Treatises 

Rabelais: 
Machiavelli: 
Luther: 
Calvin: 
Copernicus: 
Montaigne: 
Bacon: 
Gilbert: 
Kepler: 
Donne: 
Shakespeare: 

Cervantes: 
Harvey: 
Galileo: 
Descartes: 

Hobbes: 
Spinoza: 
Milton: 
Bunyan: 
Pascal: 
Corneille: 
Racine: 
Moliere: 
La Fontaine: 
Newton: 
Huygens: 
Hooker: 
Locke: 

Berkeley: 

Institutes 
On the Revolution of the Spheres 
Essays 
Novum Organum, First q,nd Second Book of Aphorisms 
On the Magnet 
Epitome of Copernican Astronomy 
Poems 
Richard II, Henry IV (Parts 1 and 2), As You Like It, 
Twelfth Night, Hamlet, Macbeth, King Lear, Tempest 
Don Quixote 
Motion of the Heart and Blood, Generation of Animals 
The Two New Sciences 
Rules for the Direction of the Mind, Discourse on Method, 
Geometry, Meditations 
Leviathan 
Theological-Political Treatise 
Paradise Lost, Samson Agonistes 
The Pilgrim's Progress 
Pensees 
Cinna 
Phedre 
Tartuffe 
Fables 
Principia, Optics 
Treatise on Light 
Ecclesiastical Polity 
Essay Concerning Human Understanding, Second Essay 
on Civil Government 
Principles of Human Knowledge 
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Leibniz: Essay on Dynamics, Discourse on Metaphysics Monad-
ology, Correspondence with Arnauld ' 
Gulliver's Travels, The Battle of the Books 
The New Science 

Swift: 
Vico: 
Prevost: Manon Lescaut 
Fielding: Tom Jones 
Montesquieu: 
Hume: 

The Spirit of the Laws 
Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding, Dialogues 
Concerning Natural Religion 

Voltaire: Candide, Micromegas 
Adam Smith: Wealth of Nations 
Gibbon: Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire 
Rousseau: Essay on the Origin of Inequality, Social Contract 
Lessing: Education of Mankind 
Herder: Outlines of a Philosophy of the History of Man 
Schiller: Poems 
Kant: Critique of Pure Reason, Critique of Practical Reason, 

. . Critiqi:e of Judgment, Metaphysics of Morals 
Lav01s1er: Treatise on Chemistry 
United States Constitution 
Federalist Papers 
Dalton: 
Goethe: 

New System of Chemical Philosophy 
Faust, Sorrows of Young Werther 
Poems 

Hoelderlin: Poems 
Jane Austen: Emma 
Hegel: Philosophy of History 
de Tocqueville: Democracy in America 
Kierkegaard: Philosophical Fragments, Fear and Trembling 
Faraday: Experimental Researches in Electricity 
Lobachevski: Theory of Parallels 
Balzac: Father Goriot 
Stendhal: Red and Black 
Flaubert: Madame Bovary 
Mark Twain: Huckleberry Finn 
Boole: Laws of Thought 
Virchow: Cellular Pathology 
J. S. Mill: On Liberty 
Darwin: Origin of Species, Descent of Man 
Marx: Capital, Communist Manifesto 
Mendel: Experiments in Plant Hybridization 
Tolstoi: War and Peace 
Nietzsche: Birth of Tragedy, Beyond Good and Evil 
Dostoevski: Crime and Punishment, The Possessed 
George Cantor: Transfinite Numbers 
Dedekind: Essays on Numbers 
Baudelaire: Poems 
William James: Psychology-Briefer Course 
Poincare: Science and Hypothesis 
Freud: A General Introduction to Psychoanalysis 
Gide: Lafcadio's Adventures 
Proust: Remembrance of Things Past 
Th. Mann: Death in Venice 
Valery: Poems 
Whitehead: Science in the Modern World 
Dewey: Logic 
Schumpeter: Capitalism, Socialism and Democracy 
Bridgman: The Logic of Modern Physics 
Charter of the United Nations 
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Schedules for the instruction in the language tutorials, mathe­
matics tutorials, and laboratories follow. It should be noted that 
they are subject to continual revision, correction, and improvement, 
as teaching experience indicates. 

Assigned 
Exercises 

Memorizing 
Paradigms 
Selections 

Translation 
and Analysis 
of Texts 

Formal Logic 
Treatises 

Practice in 
Analytical 
Commentary 

Totals 

LANGUAGE TUTORIALS-1953-1954 

Clock-hours of Classroom Work 

First Year 
(Greek) 

60 hours 
Grammar 

62 hours 
St. John's 

Gospel 
Plato's Meno 

14 hours 
Logic, 

translation 
from Aris­
totle's 
Categories 
and 
Analytics 

8 hours 
Enthymemic 

analysis of 
Greek 
epigrams 

Translation 
from selec­
tions of 
Aristotle's 
Physics 

144 hours 

Second Year 
(English) 

40 hours 
Grammar 

54 hours 
Aristotle's 

Physics, Bk. 
VIII 
Metaphysics, 
Bk. XII 

Thomas Aquinas, 
Selections 

Hooker, Ecclesi­
astical Polity 

Donne 

20 hours 
Logical Analysis 

30 hours 
Shakespeare 

144 hours 

Third Year 
(German) 

40 hours 
Grammar 

74 hours 
Lessing 
Herder 
Schiller 
Goethe 
Hoelderlin 
Th. Mann 

30 hours 
Kant 

144 hours 

Fourth Year 
(French) 

30 hours 
Grammar 

70 hours 
Corneille 
Racine 
Moliere 
La Fontaine 
Prevost 
Balzac 
Stendhal 
Flaubert 
Gide 
Proust 
Baudelaire 
Valery 

9 hours 
Boole's 

Laws of 
Thought 

26 hours 
Pascal 
Rousseau 

135 hours 
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MATHEMATICS TUTORIALS-1953-1954 

Clock-hours of Classroom Work 

Plane Geometry ................... . 
Solid Geometry .................... . 
General Theory of Ratio and 

Proportion ...................... . 
Introduction to Number Theory ..... . 
Conic Sections ..................... . 
Trigonometry ..................... . 
Algebra ........................... . 
Astronomy and Celestial Mechanics. 
Analytic Geometry ................. . 
Dynamics ......................... . 
Calculus with Introduction to Dif-

ferential Equations ............... . 
Non-Euclidean Geometry ........... . 
Transfinite Numbers ............... . 
Readings from Dedekind ............ . 

Totals 

First 
Year 

50 
25 

20 
3 

45 

144 

Second 
Year 

46 
8 

40 
40 
10 

144 

LABORA TORY-1953-1954 

Clock-Hours of Laboratory Work 

BIOLOGY 
Anatomy and Physiology. . ...... . 

(Vertebrate) 
Classification .................... . 
Invertebrate Zoology. . ......... . 
Histology ..................... . 
Embryology .................... . 
Genetics .......... . 

CHEMISTRY ..................... . 

PHYSICS 
Measurement .................... . 
Heat ........................ · · · 
Sound .......................... . 
Mechanics ...................... . 
Light ........................... . 
Electricity and Magnetism ........ . 

F"irst 
Year 

56 

8 

28 
8 
8 

20 

Second 
Year 

114 

78 

Third 
Year 

60 
34 
so 

144 

Third 
Year 

21 
9 

42 
60 

3 

51 

Fourth 
Year 

107 
14 
9 
5 

135 

Fourth 
Year 

168 

NOTE: About one-fourth of the laboratory time is spent in lectures and discus­
sions on assigned reading. 
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LABORATORY EXERCISES-1953-1954 

Freshman 
Biology 

The Dissection of the Frog (The 
Organism as a Whole) 

The Digestive System of the Cat (The 
Faculty of Digestion) 

The Respiratory System of the Cat 
(The Faculty of Respiration) 

The Urogenital System of the Cat (The 
Faculty of Excretion) 

The Arteries and Veins of the Cat 
The Sheep Pluck 
The Motion of the Heart and the Blood 

(The Faculty of Transportation) 
The Skeleton (The Faculty of Support) 
The Muscles (The Faculty of Move­

ment) 
The Nervous System of the Frog (The 

Faculty of Coordination) 
The Sheep Eye (The Faculty of Sight) 
Classification 

Theory of Measurement 

Con~truction of Plane, Straight Edge, 
Right Angle, and Ruler 

Area and Volume; Fineness of Measure­
ment (Vernier Calipers, Micrometer, 
Spherometer) 

Weight 
Density and Derived Measurement 
Errors and Significant Figures 
Spirals and Calculating Machines 
Musical Intervals 
Chromatic and Diatonic Scales 
The Law of the Lever (Archimedes) 
Hydrostatics (Archimedes) 
The Barometer (Torricelli) 
The Thermometer (Fahrenheit) 
The Calorimeter (Joseph Black) 

Sophomore 
Chemisuy 

The Beginnings of Chemistry 
Specific Properties: Solubility 

Change of State and the Caloric and 
Kinetic Theories of Heat 
Specific Properties: Boiling Point 
Specific Properties: Melting Point 

A Classification of Compounds 
Oxygen 
Acids, Bases, and Salts 

The Three Laws of Chemical Combina­
tion and the Atomic Hypothesis 
The Analytical Balance 
The Law of Definite Proportions 
The Law of Reciprocal Proportions 
The Law of Multiple Proportions 

The Kinetic-Molecular Theory and 
Molecular Structure 
Boyle's Law 
Charles' Law 
Volume Combining Ratios 
Molecular Weight by Vapor Density 

The Molecular Properties of Solutions 
The Molecular Weight of a Solute 

The Periodic Chart of the Elements 
The Theory of Ionization 

Optics 
The Velocity and Rectilinear Propaga-

tion of Light 
Reflection from Plane Mirrors 
Curved Mirrors 
Refraction 
Lenses and Lens Systems 
Ordinary Refraction in Iceland Spar 
Extraordinary Refraction in Iceland 

Spar 
Polarization 
Color 
Interference 
The Photoelectric Effect 
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Junior 

Histology 
The Microscope and Its Use 
The Cell 
Cell Division 

Invertebrate Zoology 
Phylum Protozoa; Amoeba and 

Euglena 
Phylum Protozoa; Paramoecium 
Phylum Protozoa; Volvox Series 
Phylum Coelenterata; Hydra and 

Obelia 
Phylum Platyhelminthes; Planaria 
Phylum Annelida; Earthworm and 

Clam worm 
Phylum Arthropoda; Crayfish 

Embryology 
The Germ Cells 
Meiosis and Fertilization 
Cleavage and Blastula 
Gastrula 
Neurula 
The Development of the Chick: 

Primitive Streak Embryo 
Twenty-four Hour Embryo 
Thirty-six Hour Embryo 
Forty-eight Hour Embryo 
Seventy-two Hour Embryo 
Ninety-six Hour Embryo 

The Circulatory System~of the Dogfi~ 
Shark 

Genetics 
Two-thirds of the laboratory time is 
allowed for breeding experiments with 
the fruit fly. The other third is devoted 
to a tutorial in genetics in which follow­
ing topics are considered: 

Mendelian Inheritance: The Mono-
hybrid Cross . 

Mendelian Inheritance: The D1-
hybrid and Trihybrid Crosses 

The Chromosomes as the "Physical 
Basis" of Inheritance 

Sex-Related Inheritance 
Law of Probability 
Linkage and Cros~ing Over 
Genes and Mutat10n 
Polypoidy and Relati:d Phenomena 
Chromosomal Aberrat10ns 
Genetics and Development 
Genetics and Darwinism 

Mechanics 
Falling Bodies and Uniformly Acceler­

ated Motion 
Newton's Second Law of Motion 
Rigid Body Equilibrium for Co-Planar 

Forces 
The Conservation of Momentum and 

Energy 
Hooke's Law 
Centripetal Force 
Rotation: The Circular Motion 

Analogy 
The Simple Pendulum 
Simple Harmonic Motion and the 

Spring Pendulum 
The Compound Pendulum 
The Torsion Pendulum 
The Mechanical Equivalent of Heat 
The Motion of a Rolling Body 
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Senior 

Electromagnetism 
First Term 

Magnetostatics: Coulomb's Law; the intensity of the earth's field 
Electrostatics: Coulomb's Law; electrostatic induction 

The magnetic effect of a current: the tangent galvanometer 
Faraday's Laws of electrolysis 

Joule's Law of heating and the calibration of a voltmeter 
Ohm's Law and Kirchhoff's Law 

The Wheatstone bridge 

Electromagnetic induction: motors and generators 
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Alternating current: inductance and capacitance; phase relations as measured 
by the cathode ray oscilloscope 

Second and Third Terms 

The students consider problems of an advanced character, for example: 

The analogy between radio waves and light waves 

Verification of Einstein's equation for the photoelectric effect 

Determination of Avogadro's number by diverse methods 
Determination of the constant c (the speed of light) by measurement of the 

ratio between the electrostatic and electromagnetic units of charge 
Determination of the charge and mass of the electron 

Investigation of the spectrum of hydrogen in relation to the Bohr model of the 
hydrogen atom 

The characteristics of the vacuum tube 

Gene mutations produced by radioactivity 
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MUSIC PROGRAM-1953-1954 

Freshman '"M usi(jTutorial: 
Fundamentals of Melody; Form; Meter and Rhythm; Poly-

phony; Harmony. 

Materials: 

Old Hymn tunes 
Bach Preludes and Fugues from the Well-Tempered Clavichord; 
two a~d three part Inventions 
Chopin, Mazurkas and Polonaises 
Beethoven, Piano S(lnatas 
Schubert, Piano Compositions; Songs 
Haydn, String Quartets 
Schuetz, St. Matthew Passion 
Palestrina, Missa Papae Marcelli 

etc. 

Music Seminars: 
Sophomores: Gregorian Chant; Bach, St. Matthew Passion, 

The Goldberg Variations 

Juniors: Mozart, Don Giovanni; Beethoven, Fifth and Ninth 
Symphonies 

Seniors: Wagner, Tristan an_d Isolde; Stravinsky, Rites of 
Spring, Oedipus rex; Verdi, Falstaff 

Chorus: 
Works by Bach, Mozart, Palestrina, and others 

Concerts: 
Vocal and instrumental music of the 14th, 15th, .and 16th cen­

tury (Pro Musica Antiqua group from Belgmm) 

String Quartets by Bartok, Schoenberg, Haydn (The Juilliard 
String Quartet) 

Harpsichord music by Bach and Scarlatti (Ralph Kirkpatrick) 

Choral works by Byrd and Scarlatti (The Chamber Chorus of 
Washington) 

EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 

It is the policy of the College to encourage any spontaneous 
group activity that shows promise of a contribution to the life of 
the community. The College cooperates in the financing of those 
activities that require expenditures, and advice is given where it 
can be helpful to the smooth functioning of the activity. The kind 
of laissez-faire attitude which generally characterizes the curricular 
aspect of American college life is in this College transferred to the 
field of extracurricular activities. 

It is no paradox, in view of the above, to say that the main 
purpose of extracurricular activities is amusement and relaxation. 
Students can work in order to play, or they can regard play as a 
natural component of a graceful, reasonable, and well-rounded 
human life. Since the things a person enjoys are accurately corre­
lated with that person's character and stage of development, the 
recreational activities students enjoy are the spontaneous fruit of 
their increasing knowledge and maturity. Work and play are not 
set over against each other, so that the work of the curriculum is 
looked upon as drudgery to be endured until it is possible to get 
away to the movies. If this should be the case, life would indeed 
become meaningless and dull, and the hard work of the curriculum 
would be wasted. Rather, the discovery and choice of certain 
activities as enjoyable, and the rejection of other forms of recreation 
as silly or dull, follows as a free and natural consequence of the stu­
dent's expanding abilities, and must be proportionate to them. 
Recreational activities have to derive their vitality from these newly 
developed powers which support them, or else they cease to be 
enjoyable. Thus recreation and play become an integral part of the 
student's life in this community. 

Organization Some student activities are really an &'i:tension of the 
of Activities curriculum: for example the Bfble classes, the 

Astronomy Club, the Play-Reading Group, and the 
advanced music-study groups. 

The St. John's Collegian is a student newspaper which reports 
and comments on the events in the community. The St. John's 
Yearbook is a student-edited yearly publication which in its present 
form is a magazine whose purpose is to recapitulate, to summarize, 
and to criticize the past academic year. 

The King William Players serve as a center for the activities of 
play production. There is also a Variety Club. 

The Film Club presents annually a series of about thirty of the 
outstanding foreign and domestic film productions in cinema-the 
"classics" of cinematic art. 
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The Cotillion Board is the student organization which arranges 
all college dances. 

An artist-in-residence, Josephine Thoms, is in charge of a studio 
on the campus available for students interested in drawing and 
painting. A Graphic Arts Committee arranges occasional art 
exhibits. 

As a member of the Intercollegiate Yacht Racing Association, 
the Boat Club engages principally in Tempest class sailing. In 
addition to operating and maintaining its facilities the Boat Club 
provides instruction in sailing and boat building. 

In order to provide to the students an opportunity to exercise 
their manual skills, the College has established workshops. Here 
every student wishing to work on some project of his own, small or 
large, ranging from bookcases to boats, finds all necessary equip­
ment. A trained advisor with the help of student assistants gives 
him the guidance that he might require. 

As supports for an active social life, the College provides a 
Coffee Shop, a Bookstore, and a Junior Common Room, for the use 
of the whole college. In addition, there are smaller social rooms in 
each dormitory unit, equipped with comfortable furniture. 

Religious The Charter of 1784 established St. John's College as a 
Activities non-denominational institution. In its early years, how-

ever, there were some ties with the Protestant Episcopal 
Church. Except for the annual baccalaureate service, the College 
participates in no formal religious services. Instead, students are 
encouraged to attend the churches of their choice in town. There 
are, however, extracurricular Bible classes conducted weekly by 
tutors of the College, one on the Old Testament and one on the 
New Testament. 

Athletics Since 1939 athletics at St.John's have been organized on 
an intramural basis with active participation by more 

than seventy-five percent of the student body. With the aid of 
student athletic assistants, the St. John's Athletic Director carries 
on a series of individual and team sports throughout the entire year. 
The athletic facilities, which are open equally to men and women, 
include a well equipped gymnasium, large playing fields, tennis 
courts, and a College boathouse with a number of sailboats. Excel­
lence of performance in a wide variety of sports including sailing, 
tennis, handball, squash, badminton, boxing, swimming, baseball, 
basketball, fencing, archery, field hockey, lacrosse, and track is the 
instructional ideal and is recognized through a number of individual 
and team awards. 

The College recognizes that there may be certain values to be 
gained from intercollegiate contact, whether on the athletic field 
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or in o~h.er activities. At the present time intercollegiate athletic 
compet1t10:i extends only to the Boat Club, which is a member of the 
Intercollegiate Yacht Racing Association No parti·c· t. · . . . . · ipa ion in 
maJor sports l~ envisioned. Future intercollegiate activity in such 
~elds as tenms, basketball, and lacrosse will depend upon th 
mterest. o~ ~he student body and the decision of the faculty as to th: 
compatibility of the proposed activity with the scholastic require­
ments of the College s program. 

The Student Polity Th~ Student Polity, organized in 1945, of 
. which all st~dent~ a;e members, is instituted 

for the followmg purposes, as outlined m its constitution: 

1) to promote a cor;s~~o~sness in the student body of political 
and com_n~unal respons1b1ht1es to both the College and the civ· 
comm um ties, ic 

. 2) to discover and submit to the College administration student 
opm10n on ~ll. pro~lems common to both the students and the 
College admm1strat10n, 

3) to review annually the activities of all student organizations 
and to gr:-i-r:t. chartei_-s and allocate funds to those organizations 
whose act1v1ties .are Judged to be consistent with the aims of the 
College commumty, 

4) to determin: further, jointly with the College administration 
the proper delegat10n of authority in the community. ' 

A Student Court functions to preserve good order. 

Adult Education The Ad1;1lt Educ3:tion Program is for persons who 
. . haye fimshe? ~heir formal education and are hav­
mg ~he vaned expenence of hvmg and working in society. In the 
semmars they explore the great books of the St.John's Program on 
a more r_nature !eve!. Adult seminars are being held this year in 
Annapolis, Baltimo~e, yVashington, D.C., Chestertown, Leonard­
tow~ .and St. Marys City. They are led by faculty members In 
add1t1~n to the great books seminars there are seminars in m~sic 
the philosophy of war, and world politics. ' 

. In the summer of 1 ~54 the College is offering again a Seminar­
m-Europe, open to any ~nterested adults from all parts of the coun­
try. 1:he European semmar tour, first held in 1953, extends the ex­
plor:-i-t10n of the great books to this type of adult experience The 
sefm1i:3:rs, led by a St. John's faculty member, are held in the ~laces 
o ongm of the books discussed. 

Application for any of the St. John's adult education activities 
may b~ made to Mr. John Spangler Kieffer, Director of Ad ult 
Educat10n. 
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THE ST. JOHN'S CAMPUS 

McDowell Hall-Administration offices, classrooms, 
store and Coffee Shop. . 
Randall Hall-Dining Hall and dormitory. 
Pinkney Hall-Dormitory. 
Stone-Chase House-Dormitory. 
Woodward Hall-Library 
Iglehart Hall-Gymnasium. . 
Humphreys Hall-Laborat~nes. 
Paca-Carroll House-Dormitory. 
State Hall of Records. 
Reverdy Johnson House-Music Rooms. 
Shop Buildings-Studio and shops. 
Boathouse. . 
Site of Women's Dormitory (under construction). 
Veteran's Housing. 
Liberty Tree. 
Infirmary. 
French Monument. 
New Heating Plant. 

Book 

RESIDENCE 

St. John's College is situated in the seventeenth-century seaport 
town of Annapolis. Annapolis has a population of about thirty 
thousand people, who are occupied with fishing and shipping in the 
harbor, with the training of midshipmen in the Naval Academy 
with governing the State of Maryland from the state government 
offices, and with the liberal education of young men and women at 
St. John's College. 

The College has twelve buildings on a tract of thirty-two acres. 
Four of these buildings are for student dormitory residence, two 
being reserved for women. The College has also four temporary 
buildings on the campus, provided by the Federal Public Housing 
Authority, which contain twelve family dwelling units. These 
units were provided in an effort to take care of married veteran 
students and their families. 

The dormitories form small integrated communities within the 
larger college community, helping the incoming student to accept 
and enforce restraints upon himself and also to make proper use of 
the help and support that other students can give him in his college 
life. All unmarried students not living at home are required to live 
in the College dormitories and to take their meals in the College 
Dining Hall. 

Dormitories Each dormitory room is provided with the necessary 
furniture, including one or two beds, each with mat­

tress, pillow, pillow cover and bedspread. The rooms usually also 
contain chests of drawers, book shelves, Venetian blinds or window 
shades, study tables, chairs, and lamps. Towels, bed linen, and 
blankets are to be supplied by the student, as are also such deco­
rations as window draperies, rugs, and runners for chests of drawers 
and tables. Students should consult their prospective roommates, 
if any, and their own good taste in planning room decoration. Any 
major change requires special permission from the college ad­
ministration. 

Room assignment is the responsibility of the two Assistant 
Deans. New students have rooms assigned to them tentatively as 
soon as their applications for admission have been accepted. 
Returning students should apply for rooms before they leave for 
the summer vacation. Students who wish to room together should 
file joint applications. 

Rooms in dormitories may not be occupied during vacations 
except by special permission. 

53 



54 CATALOGUE OF ST. JOHN'S COLLEGE 

Rules of 
Residence 

Since a certain order is requisite to the proper func­
tioning of the College as a community of learning, 
the administration has established minimal rules gov­

erning dormitory residence. Pending student acceptance of respon­
sibility for this phase of campus life, the College administers these 
rules. Agreement to abide by them is a condition of admission to 
the College. 

The College pro,,,ides housekeeping staff to care for the dormi­
tories. There are student dormitory representatives whose duty it 
is to report complaints of violations of good order to the student 
court. The following are the regulations concerning breakage and 
damage to College property: 

Any damage to College property will be charged to the 
occupant or occupants of the room, or to the occupants of 
the dormitory, in which the damage occurs. 

Each student must make a deposit of ten dollars with the 
Treasurer of the College on registration. Damage to College 
property will be charged against this deposit according to the 
student's share of responsibility for the damage. The deposit 
must be maintained at all times during the session. It will be 
returned at the end of any session, or upon withdrawal or 
graduation of the student from the College. This deposit is 
called the caution fee. 

The College reserves the right to restore completely, at the 
expense of the occupant or occupants, any dormitory room and 
furniture which have been seriously damaged. 

The College will not be responsible for loss of or damage to 
any student property resulting from fire, theft, or any other 
cause. 

In the interest of safety, students may not keep fire arms in 
their rooms. 

Dining Hall The College Dining Hall is operated by contract 
with the Slater System, Inc. of Philadelphia, Penn­

sylvania. It opens for supper on the Wednesday evening preceding 
the beginning of the first term and on the Sunday evenings preceding 
the beginning of the second and third terms. The evening meal will 
not be served on the last day of each term. 

Infum:ary Service A well equipped Infirmary is maintained at the 
College, under the supervision of the College 

Physician and one trained nurse. The Infirmary makes a daily re­
port to the Dean. 

The College Physician holds office hours each day at the 
Infirmary. During these hours his services are free to those who 
have paid their regular College fees. Medical services rendered by 
others than members of the College Infirmary staff, whether for 
sickness or for injuries, are not paid for by the College. 

ADMISSIONS 

The purpose of the admission procedure is to 
and the student of his or her ability and d . assure the College 
Joh~'s Curriculum .. This assurance can be st~!~~tb~rf1Y~f\the St. 
pective student gams some direct im r · e 1 t .e pros-
the Col!ege, a_nd the College therefore ~x~s:~~~ a~pfihe ~pe;at10ns of 
for an mterv1ew with the Director of Ad . . can s o arrange 

'bl d . m1ss10ns whenever th can p~ss1 y o so. Interviews can also be had with Al · R ey 
sentatives throughout the country (seep 80) It h ulr;Jlll epre­
that the College admits only one class ea~h . . s ou be noted 
enrolled in the fall. year· new students are 

Requirements Students will be eligible for admission if th 
meet the following requirements. ey can 

1. ~~~duation from a high or preparatory school with credit 

One and one-half years of algebra. 
One year of plane geometry; ' 
Two years of one foreign language. 

2. A rec<;>m1;Ilendation for work at St. John's Coll a f 
the prmcipal or a teacher in the high or preparato e,,,e hroml 
last attended. ry sc oo 

In exceptional cases, certain of these re · 
waived or, on the other hand, the Colle e ma rqmrements may be 
to tak~ the Psychological Examinationg publfsh:dubsttthheAapph~ant 
Council on Education. Y e mencan 

Procedure 1h. 1Fill out the p~eliminary application attached 
t e ast page of this catalogue. on 

2. Return the application to the Director of Ad · · 
refundable fee of $10 must accompany thi"s r· m_1ssions. A non-app rcat10n. 

3. The Director of Admissions will be in t 11 
astic records, and will send you a detaileJ ap Ol"CO /Ct rour schol­
returned as soon as possible. P ica IOn orm to be 

. 4: The Director of Admissions will submit a 
n;1~s10ns Committee and he will promptly notify pers tof thh~ Ad­
c1s10n. you o t eir de-

5. Upon admission you are required to make 
fdvanc~ payment of $50, which will be credited in fuIT~~-~~fu~~a?Ie 
ee. This does not apply, however, to recipients of full schofar~~1~~ 

6: If_ you are not able to pay the full Colle e f 
apphcat10n blank for Student Financial Aid f g_ tehes, Dr~quest an 

rom e Jrector of 
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Admissions. Fill this out with special attention to your tentative 
budget and return it to him. As soon as your admission application 
has been acted on, he will let you know what aid you may receive. 
See section on financial aid. 

7. A physical examination is required of each student before 
registration. A health certificate form will be sent to the applicant 
upon receipt of the Application for Admission. 

Married applicants should apply for residence in the housing 
units, mentioned on page 53, through the office of the Director 
of Admissions. 

Additional information may be obtained by writing to the 
Director of Admissions. 

Transfer Students Students who wish to transfer to the St. John's 
program must register as freshmen for the 

four-year course; no advanced standing in the program is granted 
for other college credits. 

Veterans' Educational St.John's College is approved and accredited 
Benefits by the Maryland State Board of Education 

and the Veterans Administration for the 
training of Veterans of World War II who are eligible to receive 
educational benefits under Public Law 346 (the Servicemen's Re­
adjustment Act of 1944, or the "G.I. Bill"), Public Law 16 (the 
Vocational Rehabilitation Act), and Public Law 550 (theVeteran's 
Readjustment Assistance Act of 1952). 

Placement St. John's College as an educational institution is in 
Office no way committed to finding or guaranteeing its 

students positions after they leave College. The func­
tion of the Placement Office is to act as a clearing house: on the one 
hand, informing students of opportunities that come to the atten­
tion of the College; and, on the other hand, helping particular 
students to find the channels leading to those positions in which 
they are especially interested. It is not inappropriate to note that 
an increasing number of business and industrial organizations are 
actively seeking the services of the St. John's graduates. 

FEES 
College Finance St. John's College operates on an annual budget 

in excess of $400,000, making the actual cost of 
educating a student approximately $2, 700 per year. Theoretically 
a college should establish fees for tuition and residence at a figure 
which will equal the cost of instruction as well as the other adminis-
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trative and operating expenses Th r . 
Joh:i's ~ollege and the rising cos.ts of oe eim1.ted enrollment at St. 
reahzat10n of this aim or principle. p rat10n have precluded the 

The College relies upon an appro riati 
Maryland and upon gifts from individu~ls anodn f from tJ1.e State of 
the gap between income and expense. oundat10ns to close 

Annual Fees Th I f e annua ees for all students are 
as follows: 

Tuition ................ $ 850 . 00 
Room and Board. . . . . . . 650 . 00 

Total $1,500.00 
The College reserves the right to adjust th f 
of any academic year upon at least six m etshe ees. at the beginning 

on s notice. 
. These fee~ are payable in full on re istra . . 
if preferred, m three installments: one~l1alf t10n _m .Sep~~mber or, 
fourth at the beginning of the S d T on reg1strac10n, one-
f th h b . econ erm and th . . 
our at t e egmning of the Third Term. ' e remammg 

On registering, the student must ro 
showing that fees have been paid or thft s~i:: a Treas1:1rer's Card 
ments have been made. No student ·u b d b~e financial arrange­
the dining hall unless this is done. w1 e a mitted to classes or to 

. In figuring his budget for the academic 
mclude additional amounts for bool I Jiear, eac~ student should 
and other incidentals. The cost otsboco~s es.lis~at10nery, laundry, 
about $75 per year. WI m general average 

Application Fee Applications for admission must b . 
by payment of $10 h' h . e accomparned 

' w IC is not refundable. 

Examination Fee A candidate for ad . . 
. Psychological Exam1?~~~tn ;vho has to take the 

the r~qmrements for admission will b h on ~n order to complete 
exammation is given outside the Colle c arge bal fee of $5, if this 
upon his request for examination Th~gef, ~aya e to the College, 

f · . · rs ee rs charged t h expense o g1vmg the examination. it .11 b o cover t e 
it be deducted from other fees. (See ;:ge n5oJ.) e refunded, nor will 

Admission Fee Applicants, when accepted . 
non-refundable advance ~ are reqmred to make a 

will be credited in full to the tuition- fee P yment of $59.. This sum 
scholarships to whom it will be retur d (except fc:r reop1ents of full 

ne upon reg1strat10n). 
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Payment of Bills Unless otherwise requested, the College presents 
its bills directly to the student, who assumed 

responsibility for their payment when due. Exception is made in 
the case of minors, whose parents or guardians must assume such 

responsibility. 

Refunds on Fees Current tuition installments are not refundable, 
unless a student is drafted or called up in the 

reserves of the Armed Forces. If a student has paid any installment 
on his tuition fees beyond the dates on which installments are due 
(September registration, January 3, April 4), and withdraws from 
College for any cause whatever, such advance payment shall be 
refunded, regardless of the cause of withdrawal. 

This also applies to the fees for board and room. If, however, the 
student withdraws within the first two weeks of the academic year, 
the unused portion of these fees is refunded. (Veterans are subject 
to the regulations of the Veterans Administration.) 

The college is not in business and does not regard itself as 
selling instruction or food or lodging to students. Its fees can best 
be understood by the student if he regards them as membership 
dues. These dues help the College to provide, not only instruction, 
food, and lodging, but also proper medical supervision, athletic 
facilities, and whatever other conditions it finds best adapted to 
forward the common learning enterprise. 

Caution Fee When registering, each student is required to make a 
deposit of $10, which is subject to charges for labo-

ratory breakage, damage to College property, or other obligations 
of a minor nature. It also includes a deposit for room key. The 
full amount of this deposit must be maintained at all times during 
the session. A refund check for this deposit will be sent to the 
student upon request after the end of any session, and after with-
drawal or graduation from College. 

Deferred Payment of Fees There is available to those students, 
veterans and non-veterans, and their 

parents who are unable to meet the College fees in accordance with 
the regular schedule a deferred tuition plan, which provides for 
payment in equal installments during the College year, in most 
instances, nine installments. This method of deferred tuition 
payment is handled through "The Tuition Plan, Inc.," a corporation 
which offers this service to many schools and colleges throughout the 
country. The plan is put into effect by a contract signed by the 
parent or guardian of the student and by the College and handled 
entirely by "The Tuition Plan, Inc." The additional cost is four 
per cent of the amount financed. Inquiries should be addressed to 

the Treasurer. 
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Payment of Fees For the vete 
by Veteran Students receive ed u~ ~'.1-ns l wbho have qualified to 

Law 346 thea iona enefit~ _under Public 
to the Collei:re $500 for the acad' . Vet~rans Admmrstration pays. 
o ' 0. The balance of thi f . ar s e tmt10n fee f $85 " emrc session tow d th · . 

"d f , s ee, amounting to $350 d h 
res1 ence ee or $650 or a total of $1 000 . h . ' an t e 
of the veteran and t~ust be paid b '1 . ' is the direct responsibility 
the College has arranged a schedule ~f1 ~~n~h1 College. Howeve;, 
b_alance, whereby the veteran is enabled y P.ayments of this 
s1stence payment from the V t Ad to. u.se hr~ monthly sub­
part .his monthly payment to ~h':~~lleo-em1Tstrat10n to meet in 
marned veteran who receives $75 "' . n ~he case of an un­
mately $650 for the academic s~s~i~~o~fh subsistence, or approxi­
~ayme~ts to the College will be in excess f :. mo;t.hs, the monthly 
smce hrs total balance due on fees to b o. d rs sh srstence payments 
$1,000 for the academic se~s1"on Th e pta1 tot e College by him is 
V " · e ve eran m y 1 t l 

eterans Administration pay part of th a e ~~ to Jave the 
by surrendering entitlement at the rate e~cess of tmtlon over $500 
of such excess costs. The veteran m e o one day for each $2.10 
ans Administration pay for the re a~i:~do ~lee~ to have the _Yeter­
each year under the same plan A ( - oo s and supplies for 
plan is available at the Treasur~r's O~m to take 3:dvan~age of this ce upon reg1stratrnn. 

For the veteran qualifi d t · Public Law 16 the Veter e o r~c~1ve ~ducational benefits under 
the tuition fe~ of the ve~~:a~ds~~~ISt~atro; '}fll pay to the College 
supplies. The veteran will be direc~ly ~n c 3:bfes for books and 
the College of the fee for residenc r~pons1 e for payment to 
monthly installments timed to coinciJ~ "\~c~. can also be ~aid in 
checks. WI Is monthly subsistence 

Veterans qualified to r · d . 
Law 550 will have to makee~~:~:bfe ~~1'.~1onal benefi~s under Public 
er's office for the payment of th t ngemen~s with the Treasur­
covered by their veterans' bene~ts pa0 ~ thp1r b~~es which is not 
Veterans Administration make~ ·Ja. n er. u IC Law 550, the 
at the rate of $110 per month if ih{m~nts d~ectly to the veteran 
at the rate of $135 per month if h vh eran ~s no dependents; or 
rate of $160 per month r"f h 'h e as onhe aependent; or at the • e as more t an on d d 
veteran, who contemplates re i t . e epen ent. A 
Public Law 550, is urged to Ci: ~f1~g at. St .. Johf1;'s C?llege under 
erans Administration Regional Offisc;~~i;cat10n ~ith hrs local Vet­
that his program may be a roved an ore comm~ to College, so 
he registers at the College P~he Re . d bf0~ts beis1~ as of the day 
Certificate for Education ~nd T a· g.10na . ce w1ll 1Ssue to him a 
to the College for the issuance of ::1~g wft1ch haCs to. be P.resented nro ment ert1ficat1on. 



FINANCIAL AID 

COLLEGE AID 

The;College maintains a Student Aid Program in t~e ~onvicti.on 
that se;ious students should not ?e kept ~rom adm1ss10n by m­
ability to pay the full costs of their education. Fu:ids are neces­
sarily limited, but students who can demonstrate their need may be 
offered assistance by the College. 

To i:eceive assistance, a student must be :willing to accept em-
ployment by the College. Positions available mclude: 

Waiter in Dining Hall Assistant in Infirmary 
Assistant in Library Assistant in Gymnasium 
Assistant in Laboratory Assistant in Shops 
Secretary or Typist Assistant in Bookstore 

Mimeograph Operator 

No osition requires more than 12 hours woi::k each ";reek. !he 
p t. hi"ch the student receives for this work ts credited compensa ion w . h d t 

to his or her fees. It is not paid directly to t e stu en . 

~i:-'-The stipends for the jobs vary in amount, wit~ the ?1aximu?1 
·b· '· : · ately $420 for the school year. Smee, 111 certam 

emg approx1m h d • · the Col the need will be greater than t e stu ent s earnmgs, -
f:s:s~ay make an out;ight grant in order to bring ~he total of err;-
1~ ment plus grant to the necessary amount. This grant, too, is 

~p:iied to the student's fees, not paid directly to the student. 

To summarize, aid may be offered in one of two ways 

1) By employment 
2) By employment plus grant 

It is hoped that in the years following their graduation stud.ents 
may be able to refund to the College the amounts that they received 
~~~~. . . 

It must be stressed that the College will reject all applications 
for aid unless it is clearly demonstrated tha! <;>~her sourc~s :=ire i;ot 
available. The College has the grave respons1b1hty of. adm1mstenng 
· tl a common financial resource of the comm:rmty of scholars 
~hich the applicant seeks to join. It ther~f<;>r~ subJe~ts. each ~ast: to 
a thorough investigation and it cannot imtiate this mvestigat10n 
until the student aid blank has been ~!led out clearly, accurately, 

d ith sufficieut detail to enable a Judgment to be made. an w r 
Entering students should apply for S;id at the time .th.e App 1ca­

tion for Admission is forwarded to the Director of Adm1ss.10ns. Ci;m­
tinued aid presupposes the m8:intenance. ~f good academic standmg 
and satisfactory performance m the position held. 
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SCHOLARSHIPS 

The George M. Austin Memorial Scholarships 

To be awarded annually, to one or more students, memorial 
scholarships in the amount of from $500 to $1,500, depending upon 
individual need. These scholarships are offered through the gift of 
Mrs. George M. Austin and Dr. George M. Austin, Jr., in memory 
of George M. Austin, Class of 1908. They are awarded on the basis 
of character, scholarship and financial need, with preference being 
given to applicants from the State of Pennsylvania. 
Oklahoma Regional Scholarships 

. To be awarded annually, to one or more students, scholarships 
m the amount of from $500 to $1,500, depending upon individual 
need. These scholarships are offered through the generous gift of an 
anonymous donor. Should there be no qualified applicants from 
Oklahoma, the scholarships may be awarded to students from the 
Southwest. 

The Dr. Charles C Cook Scholarship 

To be awarded annually, at the discretion of the Committee on 
Student Aid, to one or more students presenting outstanding aca­
demic and personal qualifications, the sum of $1,300, under the 
provisions of the will of the late Dr. Charles C. Cook. A student 
receiving the award in any one year will be given preference as to 
renewal for subsequent academic years. 
The Faculty Scholarship 

To be awarded annually to a senior, the income from a fund 
established by the St. John's fo.culty. 

The Philip A. Myers, II, Scholarship 
To be awarded annually, the income from:$10,000, the gift of 

Philip A. Myers, II, Class of 1938. 

The Clifton C. Roehle Scholarship 

To be awarded in tuition, the income from $6,000, the bequest of 
Mrs. Anna M. D. Roehle, in memory of her son, Clifton C. Roehie. 
The Jeremiah Hughes Scholarship 

To be awarded annually to some deserving student, preferably a 
resident of Annapolis, the sum of $30 to be applied to the cost of 
tuition. 

The Friedrich Jonathan von Schwerdtner Scholarship 
To be awarded in tuition, to some deserving student, the income 

from the bequest offered annually under the will of the late Friedrich 
Jonathan von Schwerdtner, in memory of his son, Friedrich. 
Maryland State Scholarships 

Residents of the several counties of Maryland and the six 
legislative districts of Baltimore are eligible to take the competitive 
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examinations for scholarships at St. John's College. Twenty-nine 
of these scholarships pay full fees, including tuition, board, and 
room; twenty-nine pay tuition fees only. They are granted for four 
years, or in the case of a studen~ already at the College, for the 
remainder of his course to graduat10n. . . . 

In all counties and legislative districts the compet1t1ve exami­
nations are administered by the respective county or city school 
board under the auspices of the Maryland State Department of 
Educ~tion, and reports are rendered to the respective Senators liv:ho 
make the formal appointments, except in the cases of the Third 
Leo-islative District of Baltimore City and Baltimore County where 
th; reports are rendered to the College whose Committee on Ad-
missions makes the appointments. . . . ., .. 

Scholarship candidates are urged tc;i determme. their e~1g101hty 
for admission to the Colleae before seekmg Senatonal appomtment. 

The procedure for appUcation, examination, and appointment to 
State scholarships is as follows: . . 

1. Candidates, who must be residents of the county or district 
that has an open scholarship, s?ould watch the newspape~s 
for the announcement of the time and place of the exami­
nation and apply to the local sc~ool board. for examinatio~. 

2. Candidates should supply to their respective Senators evi­
dence of their aood character and financial need. 

3. Appointees will "be notified of their appointments by the 
Senator and by the College. 

The Matthew Fontaine Maury Scholarship 
Awarded by the United Daughters of the <;:onfederacy to a 

student of exceptional character and sch?la~sh1p 3;nd of e~t;;i-b­
lished Confederate lineage. This scholarship 1s applied to tmt10n 
and residence fees, in accordance with the needs of the student 
selected, and is awarded at present for four year~ un~ess the ar;>­
pointee fails to maintain the required st;;i-ndard m his academic 
record. Applications should be addressed directly to ~_rs. Robert J. 
Abbott, 2035 E. Lakeshore Drive, Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 

Scholarship of the ~olonial Dru;nes of America . . 
Applicants for this scholarship are expected to submit evidence 

that they are of colonial descent and that they themselves revere the 
ideals and standards of their forebea:s. Applic:ation should be ma?e 
to the Chairman of the Scholarship Committee of the Coloma! 
Dames of America: Mrs. Byron Stookey, 421 E. 61st Street, New 
York 21, N. Y. 

SCHOLARSHIPS AT OTHER INSTITUTIONS 
FOR ST. JO.HN.,S STUDENTS 

Scholarships in Enginee!ing . . . 
Three scholarships rn engmeenng are offered at ~he Johns 

Hopkins University to J\1Iaryland graduates of St. Johns College. 

APPENDIX A 

A SHORT EDUCATIONAL HISTORY OF 

ST. JOHN'S COLLEGE 

St. John's College is a small liberal arts college located at 
Annapolis, Maryland. Founded originally as King William's 
School in 1696, it lays claim to being the third oldest college in the 
United States. It is non-denominational and maintains no graduate 
or professional schools. Since 1951 it has been co-educational. 

1696 

King William's School, first public school on the American 
Continent, founded in accordance with the following Petitionary 
Act of the General Assembly of colonial Maryland: 

A Petitionary act for free-schools. Lib. LL. No. 2, fol. 115 
Dread Sovereign . . . . 

Being excited by his present Excellency, Francis Nicholson, 
Esq.; your Majesty's Governor of this your Province, his Zeal 
for your Majesty's Service, pious Endeavors and generous 
Offe:s for the Propagation o~ Christianity and good Learning, 
herem we become humble Smtors to your most sacred Majesty, 
to extend your Royal Grace and Favour to us your Majesty's 
Subjects of this Province, represented in this your Majesty's 
General Assembly thereof, THAT IT MAY BE ENACTED. 

II. AND MAY IT BE ENACTED, by the King's most 
excellent majesty, by and with the advice, prayer and consent of this 
present General Assembly, and the authority of the same, That for 
the propagation of the gospel, and the education of the youth of 
this province in good letters and manners, that a certain place 
or places, for a free-school, or place of study of Latin, Greek 
writing, and the like, consisting on one master, one usher, and 
one writing-master, or scribe, to a school, and one hundred 
scholars, more or less, according to the ability of the said free­
school, may be made, erected, founded, propagated and es­
tablished under your royal patronage. And that the most 
reverend father in God, Thomas, by Divine Providence lord­
archbishop of Canterbury, primate and metropolitan of all 
England, may be chancellor of the said ;o.chool; and that, to 
perpetuate the memory of your majesty, it may be called Kine-­
William's School, and managed by certain trustees, nominated° 
and appointed by your sacred majesty. ' 

Laws of Maryland, Session July 1-9, 1696. 
63 
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1776 
According to tradition King William's School was used as a 

gunshop during the Revolutionary War. 

1784 
St. John's College chartered by the General Assembly of the 

State of Maryland: 
WHEREAS, Institutions for the liberal education of youth in 

the principles of virtue, knowledge and useful literature are of 
the highest benefit to society, in order to train up and perpetuate 
a succession of able and honest men for discharging the various 
offices and duties of life, both civil and religious, with usefulness 
and reputation, and such institutions of learning have ac­
cordingly been promoted and encouraged by the wisest and best 
regulated States: 

Be it enacted, by the General Assembly of Maryland, That a 
college or general seminary of learning, by the name of Saint 
John's, be established on t_he .said We~ter;i Shore, upon the 
following fundamental and mv10lable principles, namely: first, 
said College shall be founded and maintained forever, up~n a 
most liberal plan, for the benefit of >:outh of every r~h.g10us 
denomination who shall be freely admitted to equal privileges 
and advantag~s of education, and to all the literary honors of the 
college, according,: t? their mer~t, withou! requiring or enforcing 
any religious or civil test, or without their attendance upon any 
particular religious worship or service, other than what they 
have been educated in, or have the consent and approbation of 
their parents or g,:uardians to. at~end; ~or sh.all. preference be 
given in the choice of a prmcipal, vice-prmcipal, or other 
professor, master, or tutor\ in the ~aid college, on accour;t of his 
particular religious profess10n, havmg regard solely to his moral 
character and literary abilities, and other necessary qualifica­
tions to fill the place for which he shall be chosen .... 

The petition for this Charter was signed by William Paca* 
and others. 

The original Board of Visitors and Governors was as follows: 
William West, D.D. John Thomas Clement Hill 
Thomas J. Claggett, D.D. Thomas Stone* Richard Sprigg 
Nicholas Carroll Alexander Hanson Charles Carroll 
John H. Stone Thomas Jennings of Carrollton* 
William Beanes James Brice Jeremiah T. Chase 
Richard Ridgely John Allen Thomas Charles Wallace 
Samuel Chase* Gustavus R. Brown John Carroll, D.D. 

Edward Gantt 

First Principal of St. John's College, Dr. John McDowell. 

* Signers of the Declaration of Independence. 
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1786 
The property, funds, masters, and students of King William's 

School conveyed by an Act of the General. Assembly to St. John's 
College. 

Reverend Ralph Higginbotham, Master of King William's 
School, became Vice Principal of St. John's College. 

Two members of the Board of Visitors and Governors of King 
William's School became Visitors and Governors of St. John's 
College. · 

1791 
George Washington visits St. John's College. 

To the Faculty of St. John's College: 
Gentlemen: 

1:'he satisfactio~ which I have derived from my visit to your infant semi­
nary 1s expressed with. mu~h pleasure, and my wishes for its progress to per­
fect10n are proffered with smcere regard. 

The very promising appearance of its infancy must flatter all its friends 
(with ~horn I entreat you to class me), with the hope of an early and at the 
same time mature manhood. 

. _You will d~ j~stice to the se!ltiments which your kind regard toward me 
msprres, by be~1evmg that I reciprocate the good wishes contained in your 
?ddress, and I smce:ely hope the excellence of your seminary will be manifested 
m the morals and science of the youths who are favored with your care. 

ANNAPOLIS, April 17, 1791. George Washington. 

1796 
Graduation of Francis Scott Key, District Attorney of the 

United States; author of The Star Spangled Banner. 

1799 
Graduation of G~orge Was~ngton Parke Custis, step-grand­

son of George Washmgton. Fairfax and Lawrence Washington 
nephews of George Washington, were also students at the College'. 

1835 
Curriculum during the Principalship of the Reverend Hector 

Humphreys. 
First Year 

Greek 
Xenophon 
Herodotus 
Thucydides 
Lysias 
Demosthenes 
Isocrates 

Plato 
Latin 

Livy 
Horace 
Virgil 

Mathematics 
Algebra 
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Second Year 

Greek 
Homer 
Hesiod 
Tragedies 

Latin 
Juvenal 
Cicero 

Third Year 

Greek 
Minor Poets 

Latin 
Tacitus 

Mathematics 
Applications of Trigonometry 
Conic Sections 

Chemistry 
Natural Philosophy 
Elements of Criticism 

Mathematics 
Plane Geometry 
Solid Geometry 
Logarithms 
Trigonometry 

Fourth Year 

Latin 
Horace 

Natural Philosophy 
Logic 
Astronomy 
Geology 
Civil Engineering 
American History 
Political Economy 
Natural Theology 

English Composition and Declamation in all four years. 

Modern Languages by special arrangement in addition. 

1868 
Curriculum during Principalship of James C. Welling. 

First Year 

Greek 
Homer 
Herodotus 

Latin 
Virgil 
Cicero 
Livy 
Horace 

Mathematics 
Algebra 
Geometry 

English 
19th Century Literature 

Second Year 

Greek 
Xenophon 
Plato 
Euripides 
Lucian 

Latin 
Horace 
Cicero 
Terence 

Mathematics 
Logarithms 
Trigonometry 
Solid Geometry 

English 
Shakespeare 
18th Century Literature 
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Third Year 

Greek 
Plato 
Aeschylus 
Thucydides 
Sophocles 

Latin 
Cicero 
Juvenal 
Plautus 

English 
Shakespeare 
Spencer 
Taylor 
Hooker 
Milton 

Mathematics 
Theory of Equations 
Analytic Geometry 
Descriptive Geometry 
Use of Instruments 

Natural Philosophy 
Chemistry 
Historical Methods 

1886-1923 

Fourth Year 

Greek Lectures in Philosophy 
Plato 
Aristotle 
Aristophanes 
Demosthenes 

and Social Science on: 

Latin 
Tacitus 
Lucretius 
Persius 
Quintilian 

English 
Authors of 13th, 

14th and 15th 
Centuries 

Mathematics 
Analytic Geometry 
Calculus 
Mechanics 

Natural Philosophy 
Astronomy 
Logic 
Evidence of 

Christianity 

Plato 
Aristotle 
Augustine 
Thomas Aquinas 
Vico 
Descartes 
Bacon 
Bossuet 
Pascal 
Paley 
Locke 
Spinoza 
Montesquieu 
Kant 
De Tocqueville 
Adam Smith 
Fichte 
Hegel 
Buckle 
Lecky 
Malthus 
Mill 
Butler 
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Presidency of Thomas Fell. A curriculum of Block Electives and 
Military Training. 

1. Classical Course leading to the B.A. Degree. 
2. Latin Scientific Course leading to the B.L. Degree. 
3. Scientific Course leading to the B.S. Degree. 
4. Mechanical Engineering Course leading to the M.E. Degree. 

1923-1937 
Period of Progressive Studies under the Open Elective System. 

1937 
Restoration of the traditional program of Liberal Arts. 

1951 
Introduction of co-education. 



APPENDIX B 

THE ENABLING EXAMINATIONS AND REQUIREMENTS 
FOR THE DEGREE OF BACHELOR OF ARTS 

The original title of Bachelor of Arts signified the first officially 
recognized stage of competence in the seven liberal arts and sciences: 
grammar, rhetoric, logic, arithmetic, geometry, music, and astron­
omy. The St.John's degree of Bachelor of Arts signifies competence 
in the modern equivalent of these arts and sciences as required 
through the satisfactory completion of the St. John's program. 

The College grants the B.A. degree rite, cum laude, and magna 
cum laude. 

At the end of the second year, each student has to take the En­
abling Examinations: three written examinations, one in language, 
one in mathematics, one bearing on the theoretical aspect of the 
laboratory; one examination in laboratory operations; and one oral 
examination on seminar reading. 

The books of the first two years, on which the Enabling Exam­
inations are to be focused, are the following: 

lliad 
Oresteia 
Republic 
Timaeus 
Lucretius 
Oedipus 
Poetics 
Physics: Books II, III, IV 
Metaphysics: Book XII 
Euclid 
Apollonius 
Virgil 
Bible 

Ptolemy 
Augustine, Confessions 
Thomas Aquinas 
Divine Comedy 
Chaucer 
Machiavelli 
Calvin 
Hamlet 
King Lear 
Henry IV 
Huygens 
Lavoisier 

The examination in language consists in the writing of an essay 
on a theme chosen among six or seven given topics. The mathe­
matics examination covers the most important material of the 
mathematics tutorial in the first two years. In the operational 
laboratory examination, the student will be asked to make certain 
observations and measurements with some of the instruments he 
has used; and in the theoretical laboratory examination he will 
answer questions on the theory and application of some of those 
observations and measurements. The references for this examin­
ation are the laboratory sheets and the student's written reports of 
the first two years, as well as the scientific books among the texts 
named above. 

68 

CATALOGUE OF ST. JOHN'S COLLEGE 69 

The Instruction Committee examines the student's record in­
cluding his performance on the Enabling Examinations. If' the 
student is enabled, he c~)Iltinues as a can~idate for the degree of 
Bachelor of Arts. If he is not enabled, he is required to leave the 
C?llege. In exceptional cases the Instruc~ion Committee may per­
mit a student who ha~ not ~een en_abled either to repeat his sopho­
more year or to contmue his studies at the College without being 
a candidate for the degree of Bachelor of Arts. 

At. th~ beginning. of the fou~th year a candidate for the degree 
must ~nd1cat~ a thesis, to ?e wntt~n during the fourth year and to 
be satisfacton.ly. defended i~ a pubhc.o;al examination. Usually the 
mo~th of Apnl 1s reserved ior the wntmg of the thesis; during that 
penod,, the student attends no .c!a~ses. ~he student may request 
more time to prepare and submit his thesis for the approval of the 
faculty. 

The student will choose, and the faculty will accept, a thesis re­
lated to some aspect of the four years' work. The thesis is not to be 
a piece of specialized research. 

Before being granted the degree, each candidate must have 
passed an examination on his reading knowledge in two of the three 
foreign languages he studied during the four years. 
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REGISTER OF STUDENTS 

1953-1954 

SENIOR CLASS - CLASS OF 1954 

George Graham Abernathy, Jr ............................ Arlington, Virginia 
Edward Frank Bauer .................................. Nashville, Tennessee 
Howard Bromberg ............................................. Baltimore 
Richard Burnett Carter ......................................... Baltimore 
Charles Eric Crooke ............................................ Annapolis 
Sinclair Gearing ................................................ Annapolis 
Alfred Geier ........................................ New York, New York 
Jerome Gilden ................................................. Baltimore 
Paul Turner Heineman .......................................... Annapolis 
Bernard Edmund Jacob ......................................... Baltimore 
Edward Jacobs ................................................ Baltimore 
David Lionel Kaplalf ............................... Beverly Hills, California 

,__ Harley Kilborn ................................................ Annapolis 
Samuel Saul Kuder ............................................. Annapolis 
Robert Fulton Lohr, Jr .......................................... Salisbury 
Virgil Stephen Mainella ......................... Friday Harbor, Washington 
Gaylord Duncan Newell ................................ Bolivar, New York 
Sydney Wynne Porter, Jr ........................................ Baltimore 
Arthur Sanford Richards, Jr ....................... Drexel Hill, Pennsylvania 
Robert Donald Sacks ......................................... Akron, Ohio 
Jerry Salan .................................................... Baltimore 
Walter Schatzberg .............................................. Baltimore 

--Merle Shore ................................................... Annapolis 
Richard Arlen Smith ........................................... Annapolis 

JUNIOR CLASS - CLASS OF 1955 
Lydia S. Aston ................................................. Annapolis 
Harold Gene Bauer ................................... Nashville, Tennessee 
Elisabeth Morton Chiera ............................. Lakeville, Connecticut 
James Phillips Chrestensen .......................... Franklinville, New York 
Sarah Catherine Covington ..................................... Centreville 
Alexandra Jean Culbertson ............................. Stockton, California 
Barbara Ann Dvorak ........................................... Baltimore 
George Eagler ................................................. Baltimore 
Joan Lockwood Eisner ............................. Uxbridge, Massachusetts 
Edward Lee Gelblum ........................................... Baltimore 
Anita Jane Gerber ............................................. Baltimore 
Isaias Jesus Antonio Grandes de! Mazo .......................... Junin, Peru 
Priscilla Alden Husted ................................... Washington, D.C. 
John J oanou ...................................... Bridgeport, Connecticut 

c,,......_ Hudson Monroe Keithley ....................................... Annapolis 
James August Kibler ............ _ ............................. Greensboro 
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Carolyn Elizabeth Banks Kluth .................................. Annapolis 
Paul Albert Lowdenslager ....................................... Baltimore 
Peter Straith McGhee ................................. New York, New York 
Hugh Deane McKay, Jr ......................................... Annapolis 
Joan Gilbert McKay ............................................ Annapolis 
Emily Jean Martin ................................... Mountain Lake Park 
Barbara Brunner Oosterhout ..................................... Annapolis 
Donald Astor Phillips ........................................... Baltimore 
Arthur Charles Reisz ........................................... Baltimore 

~James Herbert Riggs, Jr ......................................... Annapolis 
" Lawrence Sandek .................................... New York, New York 

John Harding Schott ............................................... Berlin 
~amuel Vernon Stiles, Jr ............................... Frankfort, Kentucky 

James Warren Stone ......................................... Silver Spring 
James Taylor, Jr ............................................... Baltimore 
Joyce Kittel Wilscm ............................................ Annapolis 

FRESHMAN YEAR - CLASS OF 195 7 

Henry Earle Ansell ............................................. Baltimore 
Shearman Douglas Bowers ........................ Springfield Massachusetts 
Joan Elizabeth Cole ....................................... '. .... Baltimore 
Thomas Jackson Cole, II ................................. Tulsa Oklahoma 
Georgia Day Cushman ........................................ .'. Baltimore 
Marcia Del Plain .................................. Massapequa, New York 
Myron Manfred Edelman ....................................... Baltimore 
Alexander Dixon Fountain, Jr. ..................................... Easton 
Edwin Daniel Fryers ............................ Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
Randolph Lee Gough, Jr ............................................ Laurel 
Rosabelle Gould ............................................... Cambridge 
LeRoy Anthony Henrichs, Jr ............................ Berkeley, California 
Cornelia Dorothea Hoffman ..................................... Baltimore 
Josephine Jacqueline Jaster ................................ Cleveland, Ohio 
Robert Erin Jones, Jr .......................................... Cumberland 
John Kinloch ....................................... New York, New York 

SOPHOMORE YEAR - CLASS OF 1956 

~~William Herbert Barrett ...................................... Silver Spring 
Diana Frances Barry ............................... Old Bridge, New Jersey 
Janet Bruce Beamer .......................................... Westminster 
John Edward Chase ............................ Chapel Hill, North Carolina 
Joseph Phillip Cohen ........................................... Baltimore 
Lillian Faye Councell ............................................. Ridgely 
Dale Brooks Cummings ................................ Pasadena, California 
J enefer Ellingston ..... : ........................................ Annapolis 
Thomas Jefferson Greenwell. , ................................ Leonardtown 
Phyllis Nanette Huggin ....................................... Hagerstown 
James William Jobes, Jr ........................................ Plum Point 
Wendel Speer Kuhn, Jr. ................................. Washington, D.C. 
James Donald Libby ............................................ Baltimore 
Willard Henry Luff ............................................. Gambrills 
Dorik Vaughn Mechau ................................ Red Stone, Colorado 
Pasquale Louis Polillo .......................................... Baltimore 
Roslyn Rosenbaum ............................................. Baltimore 
George Edward Sauer ........................................ Silver Spring 
Louis John Sault ................................. Worcester, Massachusetts 
Priscilla Shore ................................................. Anna polis 
J. E. Siemens, Jr ......................................... Tulsa, Oklahoma 
Leo LaRue Simms .............................................. Annapolis 
Joan Meredith Steele ............................... Bremerton, Washington 
C. Phillip Sutton ....................................... St. Louis, Missouri 
Robley Marietta Timmins ................................ Washington, D.C. 
John Vergine ......................................... Brooklyn, New York 
Paul Alan Whittenburg .......................................... Parkland 
Everett Henry Wilson ............................................ Delmar 

/Gerald Dodd Wilson ...................... : .......... Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

Jeanne Marie Laidlaw ............................... Sacramento, California 
Steven Arnold Lerner ........................................... Baltimore 
Harrison E. Livingstone ...................... New Kensington, Pennsylvania 
James Angus McDonald ................................. Washington, D.C. 
Thomas Francis McKown ............................. Columbus, Nebraska 
Mary Alice Mc Williams ......................................... Clements 
William Vernon Martin, Jr ..................................... Catonsville 
Sol Paul Nadan ..................................... New York, New York 
Jack Aaron Nadol. ............................................. Baltimore 
Charles Agustine Norris ........................................ Hollywood 
Betty Anne O'Ferrall ............................................. Barclay 
Thomas Michael O'Mahony ............................ Brooklyn, New York 
Thomas Forbes Pinckard ............................. New York New York 
Joyce Madeleine Potter ....................................... .' .... Colora 
John Jam es Rodowsky .......................................... Baltimore 
Mi~hael Dickson Sanford .......................... Poughkeepsie, New York 
J amce Sue Shuck ............................................. Cumberland 
James Burt Siemens ...................................... Tulsa, Oklahoma 
Thomas Leib Sigman .................................. Appleton, Wisconsin 
Hu~h Allen Stafford ............................ ,. .............. Cambridge 
Judith Ruth Strand ................................... Mexico City, Mexico 
Mary Frances Sullivan .................................. Savannah, Georgia 
Walter Douglas Weir, Jr ...................................... Silver Spring 
Harvey William Wynn .................................... Cleveland, Ohio 



DEGREES CONFERRED JUNE 15, 1953 

BACHELOR OF ARTS 

AS OF THE CLASS OF 1952 

Rite 
Robert Sigmund Seelig .................... Lawrence, New York 

AS OF THE CLASS OF 1953 

Rite 
Eugene Brady Adkins ........................ Tulsa, Oklahoma 

Duncan Brockway .................... Hebron, New Hampshire 

Cecil Eugene Dietrich ..................... Annapolis, Maryland 

Stewart Greenfield ........................ Brooklyn, New York 

Charles S. Lerner ......................... Baltimore, Maryland 

Philip H. Lyman .............................. Blanding, Utah 

Frank Felix Polk .......................... Harrison, New York 

Jeremy Philip Tarcher ................... Stamford, Connecticut 

Bernard Harry Udel ...................... Baltimore, Maryland 

Frank Warhurst, Jr. .................... Lyndhurst, New Jersey 

Addison Worthington ..................... Baltimore, Maryland 

Cum Laude 

John Jaquelin Ambler, V ................... Alexandria, Virginia 

William Money Aston ..................... Annapolis, Maryland 

Robert George Hazo .................. Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
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HONORS AND PRIZES AWARDED JUNE 15, 1953 

To the Senior who has the highest standing, a silver 
medal. Offered by the Board of Visitors and 
Governors ............................... Robert G. Hazo 

To the student who during the current session has given 
the most evidence of leadership in the service of the 
College community, a prize of $25.00 in books 

Sinclair Gearing and 
Robert G. Hazo 

To the member of the Senior Class who has written the 
best final essay, a prize of $27.50. Offered under the 
will of the late Judge Walter I. Dawkins 

William M. Aston 

To the member of the Junior or Senior Class who has 
prepared the most elegant solution of a mathe­
matical problem, a prize of $25.00. Offered by 
Brig. Gen. A. W. W. Woodcock, A.U.S., Retired 

Addison Worthington 

To the member of the Freshman or Sophomore Class 
who has prepared the most elegant solution of a 
mathematical problem, a prize of $25.00 

Paul A. Lowdenslager and 
Hugh D. McKay 

To the member of the Freshman, Sophomore, or Junior 
Class who has written the best annual essay, the 
John Martin Green prize of $10.00 ...... Arthur C. Reisz and 

James Taylor, Jr. 

77 



ST. JOHN'S COLLEGE 

National Advisory Council 

Dr. Granville Q. Adams 
Suite 1202 
Hermann Professional Building 
Houston 5, Texas 

Mr. Paul Anderson 
Annapolis Roads 
Annapolis, Maryland 

Dr. George M. Austin, Jr. 
Hospital of the University ?f Pa. 
Philadelphia 4, Pennsylvama 

Mr. Paul L. Banfield, Headmaster 
The Landon School for Boys 
Bethesda P. 0. 
Washington, D. C. 

Dr. Claude L. Benner, President 
Continental-American Life Insur­

ance Company 
Rodney Square 
Wilmington, Delaware 

Mr. Pierre Bernard, President 
The Annapolis Bkg. & Tr. Co. 
Annapolis, Maryland 

Mr. Eugene R. Black, President 
International Bank for Reconstruc­

tion and Development 
\i\Tashington, D. C. 

Mr. James C. Cairns, President 
Gallenkamp Stores Company 
535 South Broadway 
Los Angeles, California 

Mr. C. M. Chester 
General Foods Corporation 
250 Park Avenue 
New York 17, New York 

Mr. Henry H. Clifford 
A. M. Clifford Associates 
639 South Spring Street 
Los Angeles, California 

Mr. Henry I. Cobb, Jr. 
DeCoppet and Doremus 
63 Wall Street 
Nev1 York 17, New York 

Mr. Donald B. Cooper 
Westport, Connecticut 
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Mr. Ralph W. Crum, President 
The First National Bank of Miami 
Miami 30, Florida 

Mr. Archibald Edwards, Lawyer 
611 Terminal Building 
Oklahoma City 2, Oklahoma 

Mr. M. M. Harris, Editor 
San Antonio Express 
San Antonio 6, Texas 

Mr. Ernest von Hartz 
The New York Times 
New York, New York 

Mr. Earl I. Heenan, Jr. 
2970 West Grand Boulevard 
Detroit 2, Michigan 

Mr. Meyer Kestnbaum, President 
Hart, Schaff~er and Marx 
36 S. Franklm Street 
Chicago 6, Illinois 

Mrs. Samuel W. Lacy 
2407 East 27th Place 
Tulsa, Oklahoma 

Miss Edna F. Lake, Headmistress 
Laurel School, Shaker Heights 
Cleveland 22, Ohio 

Hon. Wm. Preston Lane, Jr. 
Hagerstown, Maryland 

Mr. Beirne Lay, Jr., Author 
320 N. Cliffwood Avenue 
Los Angeles 49, California 

Mrs. Louis Lengfeld 
National 1st Vice President 
American Women's Vol. Serv., Inc. 
Third and el Camino 
San Mateo, California 

Judge Calvert Magruder 
1634 U.S. P. 0. and Court House 
Boston 9, Massachusetts 

Mr. Donald McCormick, Architect 
2454 East 34th Street 
Tulsa, Oklahoma 
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Mr. Don. R. McLennan, Jr., V. Pres. 
Marsh and McLennan, Inc. 
231 South La Salle Street 
Chicago 4, Illinois 

Mr. Paul Mellon 
Oak Spring 
Upperville, Virginia 

Mr. Felix Morley 
American Enterprise Association 
Washington, D.C. 

Mr. Joseph Mullan, President 
Champion Brick Company 
7600 Pulaski Highway 
Baltimore, Maryland 

Mr. Addison Muilikin, Lawyer 
10 Light Street 
Baltimore 2, Maryland 

Mr. John W. Owens, Editor Emeritus 
The Sunpapers 
Baltimore 3, Maryland 

Mrs. Carleton Palmer 
435 East 52nd Street 
New York, New York 

Dr. Thomas Parran 
Dean, School of Public Health 
University of Pittsburgh 
Pittsburgh 13, Pennsylvania 

Dr. Charles Penrose, Vice President 
North American Newcomen Society 
500 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 

Senator George L. Radcliffe 
611 Fidelity Building 
Baltimore 1, Maryland 

Mr. John B. Rich 
Ferry Point Farm 
Annapolis, Maryland 

Mr. Alexander Sachs 
72 Wall Street 
New York 5, New York 

JVIaj. Gen. J. R. Sheetz, U.S.A., Ret. 
1005 Garrity Road 
San Antonio 9, Texas 

Mr. Stanley Simon, Vice-President 
Bulova \!Vatch Company 
630 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 

Mrs. Harry R. Slack 
8 Bishop's Road 
Baltimore 18, Maryland 

Mr. Neil H. Swanson 
Landfall 
Gibson Island, Maryland 

Dr. Charles S. Tippetts, Headmaster 
The Mercersburg Academy 
Mercersburg, Pennsylvania 

Mr. Mark Van Doren 
Falls Village, Connecticut 

Captain P. V. H. Weems, U.S.N., Ret. 
Annapolis, Maryland 

Mr. Clarence \tV. Wolf, Vice President 
Hyman-Michaels Company 
122 South Michigan Avenue 
Chicago 3, Illinois 

Mr. Charles R. Zimmerman, Executive 
Vice President 

Bethlehem Supply Company 
21 East Second Street 
Tulsa 3, Oklahoma 
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Dr. Erich Nussbaum .................. Talladega College, Talladega, Alabama 

Daniel Parnell. ............... 42672 West Dickson St., Fayetteville, Arkansas 

Dr. David Dobreer .......... 300-G Mockingbird Lane, S. Pasadena, California 

James W. Sharp ........................ 3167-73rd St., Oakland 5, California 

John L. Williams .................. 3977 Govans 'vVay, Sacramento, California 

Rodney Whetstone ...................... Institute of Philosophical Research, 
2090 Jackson St., San Francisco, California 

T. Lansdale Hill. .............. 1477 Mt. Hamilton View, San Jose, California 

Edward J. Lush ................. 207 Orange St., New Haven 10, Connecticut 

Robert A. Goldwin .................... 5724 Drexel Ave., Chicago 39, Illinois 

Charles A. Nelson ....................... 5631 S. Drexel, Chicago 37, Illinois 

Absence, excuses for . .................... 33 
Academic standing ................... 33, 68 

±~~I~~i~~~i.0.~ ·. ·. ·. ·. ·. '. ·. ·. ·. ·. ·. ·. ·. ·. ·. ·. ·. ·. ·. ·. ·. ·. ·. ·.~~'.lg 
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Athletics ............................. 50 
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Film ................................. 49 
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Publications .......................... 49 
Religious ............................. 50 
Sailing ............................... 50 

~~mini~tration ........................... 6 
nuss1on .............................. 55 

±dvanced standing .................... 56 
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Procedure ............................ 55f 
Requirements ................... , ..... 55 
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App!ications-
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EEna~ling_ Examinations ............ '. '. '. 32' 0681 

ng1neenng. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 35 
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nglish ......................... 18ff 21 34 
Enrollment ......................... ' ... 73ff 
intrance Examinations . .............. 55, 57 
E~~':i:f,;~ti~;,~.:.:: · · · · · · · · · · · · · ..... 21, 32, 69 

Annual. .............................. 32 
Enabling ......................... 32, 68f 
Oral. ............................ 31, 681 
Psychological ...................... 55, 57 
Reading Knowledge ................ 21, 69 
WSta~e Scholarship ..................... 611 

ntten ........................... 32, 68 
Excuses, for absence . .................... 33 
Expenses ............................... 57 

Robert Taylor ....... Taylor & Taylor, 814 American Bldg., Cedar Rapids, Iowa 

David A. Ogden ................. Ogden Manufacturing Co., 1436 S. 22nd St., 
Louisville 10, Kentucky 

Walter C. Paine ......... Editorial Offices, Morning Sun, Baltimore 2, Maryland 

Chester A. Johnson ........ 43 Barton Road, Wellesley Hills 82, Massachusetts 

Jaime Salinas ..................... Phillips Academy, Andover, Massachusetts 

Rowland A. Jones ...................... 691 Merrick St., Detroit 2, Michigan 

Robert L. Parslow ........................ 1134 Ware, Willow Run, Michigan 

Christian A. Hovde .................. Parkway, Harrington Park, New Jersey 

Stephen W. Bergen ................. 189-116th Ave., St. Albans 12, New York 

Francis Mason. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .17 East 97th St., New York 29, New York 

Admission ............................ 55 
Grants .............................. 60ff 
Rooms ............................... 53 
Scholarships .......................... 61£ 
Student Aid .......................... 60 

Architecture ............................ 35 
Articles, magazine, on St. John's . ......... 70£ 
Arts-

Fine ................... 15, 30f, 34, 48, 50 
Liberal. ............................. 8ff 

Astronomy ......................... 2 lf, 34 
Athletics ............................... 50f 
Attendance, class ........................ 33 

Bible Classes .. .. . .. ....... 49, 50 
Bibliography ........................... 70f 
Biology ......................... 25!, 34, 35 
Board of Visitors a.nd Governors< . , . , , .4f 
Boat Club .............................. 50 
Books, list of great ..................... 39ff 

By subject matter .................... .42 
B By years.·:._ .... : ................... .42 

us1ness admin1strat10n . ................. 35 

Faculty-
A~thor-teacher• ...................... lOff 

~l::~~~~h: .·::::::::::::::::::::::::: .'361~ 
Tutors ....................... 10, 18, 36ff 

Fees-

!2i~:~~:::::::: .: : : : .: .: .. : .: : : : : .. : _:: ::~~ .. : !i 
College finance ........................ 56 
Defen;ed i;>ayment ..................... 58 

J~~F J 
Foreign language--

Admission requirements . ............... 55 
See Greek, French 1 German 

French. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . 19£ 43 
Freshmen, list of ...... " ............ : ... '. 75 

Thomas J. Williams ....... , .... 875 West End Ave., New York 25, New York 

Gene P. Thornton ............ 712 Mt. Vernon Ave., Charlotte, North Carolina 

John Mack .............................. 2628 Cleinview, Cincinnati 6, Ohio 

Richard A. Novak ....................... 131 Burns Ave., Cincinnati 15, Ohio 

Eric Teel. ............................. 2200 Prospect Ave., Cleveland, Ohio 

Charles R. Zimmerman ................... 21 East 2nd St., Tulsa 3, Oklahoma 

James Conrad ..................... Box 215, R.D. 1, William Penn Highway, 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

Francis L. Key .......................... P. 0. Box 321, Lebanon, Tennessee 

Howe!! Cobb ......... Fountain, Cox 2.nd Gaines, Gulf Bldg., Houston 2, Texas 

Calendar, College ......................... 21 
Campus ................................ 52 
Caution Fee ......................... 54, 58 
Charter of College .................. 8, 64, 71 

Of King William's School. .............. 63 
Chemistry ........................... 25, 34 
Classics, new definition of . ........ , .... !Off 
Clubs, College .......................... 491 
Co-education ..................... 36, 63, 67 
Collegian .............................. .49 
Concerts ........................ 27ff, 30, 48 
Credits-

For entrance to graduate schools ....... 34ff 

Cu~!!~~E~~.~r:. :':::: : : .: .: .: _: .: .: .: .: .: _: _: _: _: .: .: .:Jf~ 
Elective system ............... 9, 33, 34, 36 
St. John's 1835 ....................... 65f 
St. John's 1868 ....................... 66f 
St. John's 1886-1923, Block elective ...... 67 
St. John's 1923, Open elective .......... 67 

g:~~:~: "" ·. """ ·.""" "":"::: ·.""""":":: i9f,' ~~ G.I. Bill of Rights .................... 56, 59 
Grades ............................. 31f, 33 
Graduate Schools, preparation for ........ 34ff 
Greek .............................. 191, 43 

History-
In St. John's Program .... 15, 17, 34, 35, 42 
Of College ........................... 6311 

Housing ............................ 53, 56 

Infirmary Service ........................ 54 
Instruction Methods in 

St. John's Program ..... , ....... 15, 1411 

Journalism ............................. 35 
Juniors, list of. ......................... 73f 

L. Wheaton Smith, Jr. ................... 1114 Wright, Richland, Washington 
Degree of Bachelor of Arts .............. 33ff 
Degree of Master of Arts ................. 36 
Degree Requirements . ............... 32, 68£ 
Dining Hall ............................ 54 

King William's School. ................... 63 

Laboratory ................. 13, 23ff, 44, 45ff 
Exercises ............................ 45ff 
Total Hours .......................... 44 
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Classics in Language and Litera~ure ..... 42 
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PRELIMINARY APPLICATION 

ST. JOHN'S COLLEGE 

ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 

I hereby make preliminary application for admission to St. John's College as a student 
for the academic year beginning September, 1954 
(print) 

City ____________________ Zone ___ Stat.,_ _______ _ 

Name of parent or guardia.~----------------------------

Occupation of parent or guardian _________________________ _ 

Businessaddres,~----------------------------------

Schoo----------------------------------~ 

School address _______________________________ _ 

Name of Principal _______________________________ _ 

Date of graduation from High Schoo-----------------------

Colleges or universities previously attended, if any __________________ _ 

-------------------------------Y"ears _________ _ 

--------------------------------Y"ears, _________ _ 

Signatur~-----------------------------

Date ____________________________ _ 

Return this form with application fee of ten dollars ($10) to the Director of Admissions, 
St. John's College, Annapolis, Maryland. This fee is not refundable. 

A detailed form will then be sent to you in order to obtain more information for review by 
the Admissions Committee. This and other credentials, including the transcript of your record, 
will be used to determine your admission to St. John's College. 




