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Polity Elections . ll .: .. • '- ·on The Program 

POLITY ELECTIONS COMING SOON 

This semester we will be electing, 1) a 
Polity Presider.t, 2) a Polity Secretary, 3) 

a Polity Treasurer, and 4) Polity Justices 
three (3). 

Anyone wishing to run for office must never 
have had polity membership revoked, and must 
not intend to leave the college before the 
term of office expires. 

Those running for the office of Polity Pres­
ident must have been in residence at the Col­
lege for at least one year prior to the elec­
tion. In order to have your name placed on 
the ballot as a candidate for Polity Pres­
ident you must submit a petition of nom­
ination signed by at least twenty (20) 
members of the student polity. 

Those running for the office of Polity Sec­
retary, Treasurer or Justice must have been 
in residence at the college for at least six 
(6) months prior to the election. In order 
to have your name placed on the ballot as 
a candidate for one of these off ices you 
must submit a petition of nomination signed 
by at least ten (10) members of the student 
polity. 

You may not sign your own petition, nor may 
anyone sign the petition of more than one 
person running for the same office. Your 
name will appear on the ballot as it appears 
on your petition of nomination. 

Petitions must be submitted to me, chair­
man of the Elections Conunittee, no later 
than Thrusday, March 26, 1981. Late pe­
titions cannot be accepted. 

Linda L. Mahler '81 
Chief Justice of 
the Polity Court 

THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE LIBERAL 
ARTIST 

In this talk, given in June of 1938, String­
fellow Barr talks about the responsibilities 
of free men and women against the backdrop of 
the looming war against facism. There was no 
doubt in the mind of Stringfellow Barr that 
the place of the liberal artist was the fore­
front of the battle against totalitarianism. 
As he makes clear, the battles against fa­
cism and conununism is not a battle against 
discipline and authority, but against the 
imposition o= authority and discipline by 
others without your informed consent. 

Are we at St John's in the forefront of 
this war? 

The other day an interesting and curious gift 
arrived at St John's College. It was a design in 
the form of a circular seal, and it was the work 
of a Harvard man who admires the educational pro­
gram which this College has undertaken and who 
chose to express his admiration by designing this 
symbolic seal. In the center of the seal is a pair 
of scales, or balances. Around it in a circle are 
placed seven open books, representing the seven 
liberal arts. And around the open volumes is let­
tered the motto, FACIO LIBEROS EX LIBERIS LIBRIS 
LIBRAQUE. I suppose the motto may be fairly tran­
slated: "I make free men out of boys by means of 
books and balances." The punning on the stern of 
the Latin word for free is a serviceable pun now 
that liberal education is confronted with a world­
wide decline of liberalism. 

Like most liberals today, I am disturbed by the 
rise in many parts of the world of government by 
violence as a substitute for government by reason 
and consent. But unlike most liberals I know, I 
am much less disturbed by the overthrow of free 
government in states that were once democratic 
than I am by the confusion of the liberal mind in 
states like ours which are still technically free. 
You may argue that confusion in the liberal mind 
disturbs me because I know that such confusion is 
normally followed by the overthrow of free govern­
ment. I agree that this is what normally happens; 
but even if you could assure me that "it can't hap­
pen here," I should still be disturbed by the pres­
ent state of liberalism. Because I agree with 
those who founded our Republic that what they and 
we have called free institutions cannot alone and 
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of themselves make men truly free. Free institu­
tions are a means to an end, not an . end in them­
selves. The end is the freedom of individual men 
and women. 

The real meaning of liberalism lies in the fact 
that man possesses free will, and that he is really 
and fully human only when that will is freely exer­
cised. Because he possesses free will, he has the 
power to choose, to decide. You can prevent my ex­
ercising my free will, so far as politics is con­
cerned, by a number of methods. You can seize the 
government and close the polls. Or you can keep 
the polls ostentatiously open, and post armed men 
at them to see that I vote i1A, in any plebiscite 
you hold. Or you can tell me to vote as I like 
but that I will lose my job if the wrong man wins. 
Or you can refrain from threatening my livelihood 
but see that I am kept misinformed through a cen­
sored press, so that I will "freely" choose the 
things you want me to choose. Or you can let me 
have all the information I want but see to it that 
my education is so defective that I lack the intel­
lectual capacity to interpret the information when 
I get it. The last method would be the subtlest. 
For I can lose the freedom of my will just as sure­
ly through ignorance as through being sent to a 
concentration camp, and I shall have the added 
disadvantage of not knowing I have lost it. 

Don't misunderstand me: concentration camps are 
not merely disagreeable; they are a genuine check 
on the freedom of the will; they genuinely close 
out certain choices. All I am saying is that keep­
ing out of concentration camps is not necessarily 
achieving freedom. Neither is having access to an 
uncensored press. Neither are the rights of free 
speech and free assembly. These things merely 
widen the choices a free will may make if that 
will has learned to use and follow reason. It is 
because of these distinctions that the founding 
fathers of this republic insisted on the necessity 
of liberal education. 

The daily papers suggest that Hitler and Mus­
solini are doing most of the choosing, most of 
the deciding, most of the willing these days. The 
day's news suggests that liberal democracies are 
paralyzed. If they are, it is because we twentieth­
century liberals have missed the point of our own 
faith. We have slithered into the belief that 
liberty meant being left alone, and nothing else. 
We have come to no longer distinguish between au­
thority and tyranny. We have forgotten that the 
mind that denies the authority of reason falls 
under the tyranny of caprice. We have forgotten 
that he who will not answer to the rudder must 
answer to the rock. We have therefore allowed 
totalitarian dictators to take out a copyright 
on words like authority and discipline, although 
their tyranny is a caricature of authority and 
their terrorism is a caricature of discipline. 

It is high time that those Americans who value 
liberalism should restate their faith in it, not 
negatively as we so often do these days, but pos­
itively; that we freely and gladly assume the re­
sponsibilities of liberty as well as its privileges. 
For though most liberals today are soft, there is 
nothing soft about liberalism. I spoke in one of 
these radio talks of the famous funeral oration 
which Pericles made over the Athenian dead. At a 
crucial point in that oration, Pericles boasts of 
the relationship between the free Athenian and the 
laws he made and lived by. Last month I asked a 
New Program student to reduce this paragraph to 
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a single sentence, and this is what I got: "We 
reverence the laws and the laws respect us." r 
think he did a good job. Pericles was proud of 
Athenian freedom and insisted it was worth dying 
for. Our ancestors shared that pride and that in­
sistence. But they and he were proud, not of the 
absence of discipline or authority, but of the 
fact that in a society of free citizens discipline 
and authority are self-imposed. I too should insist 
they were worth dying for. But I should not want 
to die for an external discipline imposed on me by 
tyranny; nor should I want to die for the right 
to be without any discipline at all. 

We liberals have erred, I suspect, through asking 
too little. We have asked for what animals and 
small children want, but not what free men and wom­
en require. We have shouted hysterically for free­
dom of speech, a free press, and free assembly, 
while one by one these freedoms have disappeared 
in one modern state after another. And we have 
asked ourselves fearfully whether we too would 
lose these freedoms. But we have not demanded, as 
our ancestors did, both for themselves and their 
children, a mind free fr~m ionor~nce, ~n awaken -
ed imagination and a disciplined reason, without 
which we cannot effectually use our other freedoms 
or even preserve them. We have demanded, quite 
properly, the right to make our own mistakes, but 
we have not demanded the capacities that would 
enable us to understand our mistakes when we have 
made them. 

I think this Harvard friend of ours, who has 
tried to express his conception of what St John's 
College stands for today, has stated something 
essential for you and me to understand, not merely 
because you and I belong to the College which this 
seal of his celebrates, but because you and I, 
like him, are free American citizens. I am sorry 
my translation of the motto he has furnished is 
so dull: "I make free men out of boys by means 
of books and balances." I have lost the magnif­
icient Latin punning: FACIO LIBEROS EX LIBERIS 
LIBRIS LIBRAQUE. These strong Latin words re­
mind us of words the Latins gave us. For we lib­
erals cannot exercize our liberties without know­
ing how to deliberate. Without that power, we 
are children. Fortunately, there are books that 
record for us the deliberations of men who outgrew 
childhood, who knew how to weigh, to balance 
choices, to decide. These books are models of 
analysis, in which issues are clarified, so that 
real choices, deliberate choices, can be made. 
They propound and propose alternative solutions 
to problems that are still with us under different 
guise. And the different books state alternative 
issues against each other. 

And there are not books alone to help us. There 
are balances. Balances and other laboratory in­
struments which teach us to measure, to compare, 
to discriminate, to combine, to understand. The 
liberal arts, the intellectual arts that liberate 
the mind, operating through these same books and 
these same balances, liberalized and humanized our 
fathers, and their fathers before them. They can 
liberate our children too. They can make free 
men out of our children, teach them to live in a 
liberal democracy, and to make real choices, after 
due deliberation. Then our children would under­
stand liberalism, where our own sloth and incom­
prehension have left it languid, vulnerable, irra­
tional, and therefore hysterical. 
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UNIFIED 

beginning there 
ects at rest tended 
ects in motion tended to 

soon everything 
God saw it 

Then God created 
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rest, 

And ects at rest tended to rest, 
But ects motion tended 
And energy was conserved and momentum was conserved 

and matter was conserved 
And God saw that it was conservative. 

Then God created Einstein, 

fast 
straight became curved, 
the universe was filled 
God it was 
some of it was especially 

Then God created Bohr, 
And there was the principle 
And the principle was 
And things were quantified, 

were still 

was to create Furgeson 
Furgeson have 
he would have fielded a 
all would have been one 

frames, 



in consciousness 
(wnicn implies 
providinq resistence to thought), and instead en-

dialectical 
to thdraw into 

and tJOWer. Tnus 
the character of the master, so 
consciousness, is, however, 
cause it is divided against itself. 

is nne 
, be­
aware 

that 
life. 

of its life in connection 
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DEAR • CAMPBELL 

Your letter to Mrs. in the last Gadfly 
was greatly offensive highly intolerable. 

First of all President Reagan s 
cuts are highly detrimental to the 

as our small community. make 
available 

must be remembered 
government such as our own is 
must be well educated For a 
be effective the majority. must be 
to make wise decisions so that their votes 
used on random guesses towards charismatic 
seekers; we must be educated to 
facts determine is for 

mittee 

by laroe 
corporations 

mentioned but most people 
themselves than lose respect 

working for one's self 
the industrial 

You speak of 
sure you know 
have in 

keeping all the obs 
tuition and still time to get an 

without spending a lifetime doing it? 
Prices and wages have changed since you started 

I you that a service to 
that should be done to 

ment institution that has ever offered bene-
fits is the military. I take moral objection to 
the It destroys individualism and I 
feel to be forced into wars 
that with my If Amer· 
ica were in danger, her citizens to h 
aid, but in instances other than this 
is not a true service to the United States. It's 
just a vulgar necessity. Why is it that services 
such as VISTA which are dedicated to helping make 
America a better place to live in receive most of 
their money from private donations? And why do t 
people who service our nation by its peo 
not receive educational benefits? In how 
anyone help to serve the United States in the mi 
tary or VISTA without an education first? 
ber the first service to one s country is to be 
educated and to be a 
and carry out duties. 





WOMEN'S by Lisa Cobb 

March 17 Furies 2 Maenads 3 

The Maenads had to fight hard for this vic­
tory (15-10, 17-15, 4-15, 5-15, 15-12). Cof­
fee and Alers of the Furies were playing 
well and Farrell's serve has gotten quite 
formidab le. She has mastered the fast, 
hard serve that skims the net. However, the 
Mae nads were setting the ball better than 
usual, were lucky enough to win that sec-
ond decisive game and also Brockway's 
control and consistency helped rackup the 
po ints. 

March 19 Nurnphs 3 Maenads 0 

If the Maenads had won this game they would 
have tied with the Furies for first place. 
But they didn't and surprisingly it was a 
quick victory for the Nymphs (16-14, 15-12, 
15-6) . Haskins was decidely a factor in the 
Nymphs success. She plays like Brockway: 

j control. And again Krafft made some beauti­
ful spikes and Kamenski's serve is still ter­
rifying. But the Nymphs have had these com-
ponents before so I'm inclined t o think the 
Maenads were down more than that t h e Nymphs 
were up. 

SOFTBALL : With luck and sunshine next weeks 
schedule is as follows: 

Tuesday 4:00 
Thursday 2:30 
Friday 4:00 

Nymphs vs Maenads 
Nymphs vs Furies 
Amazons vs Maenads 

\congratulations to the Furies for taking 
firs t place in the volleyball season and to 
the Nymphs for not taking last place. 

Furies 21 
Maenads 19 
Nymphs 16 
Amazons 15 

• Orange Juice 

1 

ffiau~n10tt 'g 
(squeezed fresh daily 

in the market) 

CCJottcy CCJ1wits • Fruit Baskets 

(made to order) 
and • Fresh Fruits & 

C))egetobQes Vegetables 

(delivered daily) 
tHe vU011~et • Farm Fresh Eggs 

ffiouse • Dried Fruits & Nuts 

v4""opoQ1s. vUd. • Jellit:s and Jams 

269-0941 
• Cid.;r 
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Classified Ads 

TYPEWRITER FOR SALE 

Olivetti Lexikon 82 with 10 ribbons, 
$250. See Rick Campbell in oerson 
or write to Box 52. 

NEED TUITION MONEY? 

High earnings plus college tuition 
orogram. Cash orizes for students. 
Company respected nationwide. No 
experience necessary. Flex. hrs. 
part time. Car helnful 
CALL 263-2622 

THE GADFLY 
St. John's College 
Annapolis, MD 21404 

-N;n -;.,0111 0-;~~, 
BULK RATE 
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collegiate crossword 
BOX 316 NORTHRIDGE, CALIFORNIA 91328 

ACROSS 

1 Servile 
8 Rich or prominent 

persons 
14 Frequenter 
15 Stuffed oneself 
17 Classroom need 
18 Experienced person 
19 Big bundle 
20 Knockout substance 
22 Suffix : body 
23 Basic Latin verb 
24 Division of time 
25 Insect egg 
26 Ship of old 
28 Be afraid of 
30 Nota -
31 Old men 
33 Musical pieces 
35 Exploit 
36 Tennis tenn 
37 Disciplined and 

austere 
41 Radio or TV muff 
45 Heap 
46 Picture game 
48 Designate 
49 Mr . Gershwin 

50 Part of USAF 
51 - science 
52 "Aba - Honeymoon" 
54 Aquatic malTITial 
56 - fide 
57 Cotton cloth 
59 Eating place 
61 Certain movie 

versions 
62 Howl 
63 Most sound 
64 Men of Madrid 

DOWN 

1 Affair 
2 Fort or TV western 
3 Edible mollusk 
4 Workshop item 
5 Mineral suffix 
6 With 10-Down, 

certainty 
7 "Searl et Letter" 

character, et al. 
8 Catholic devotion 

periods 
9 Assert 

10 See 6-Down 
11 Minerals 

12 Rank above knight 
13 Endurance 
16 Relatives on the 

mother's side 
21 Garden tool 
27 Sky-blue 
28 Gloomy (poet.) 
29 "Valley of the-" 
30 Relay-race item 
32 Conman suffix 
34 Prefix: new 
37 House bug 
38 "The - of 

Penzance" 
39 Tuscaloosa's state 
40 Most tidy 
41 Agencies 
42 Site of famous 

observatory 
43 Come forth 
44 Payment returns 
47 Computer tenn 
53 "- for All 

Seasons" 
54 Individuals 
55 Mark with lines 
56 Heavy knife 
58 Past president 
60 Wine measure 

THE GADFLY is an independent student jour­
nal published every Monday while school is 
in session. It is free for students and 
faculty of the Annapolis campus. For 
others, .; the subscription rate for the sec­
ond semester is $8. Make checks payable 
to THE GADFLY. Write: THE GADFLY, Box 
52, St John's College, Annapolis, MD 21404 

DEADLINE: 6 pm Friday 
Letter limit: 500 words 
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