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Clothed in Identity: Burkas 
in France 

I I FRANCE 

"It is sad indeed to see that a 
government of a country, which has 
made famous its code of practice of les 
droits de l'homme, doesnt have any other 
formula to propose racial integration 
and harmonization for minority 
groups," says Rajan Gulhati, an Indian 
immigrant living in Paris, France. 

Gulhati is referring to the 2004 
government prohibition of"conspicuous 
religious symbols" in schools. The ban 
primarily affects Muslim girls who 
wear headscarves as part of their daily 
religious dress. 

"I have lived in India and in the 
U.K.," says Gulhati. "In both these 
countries there is a far greater tolerance 
towards different minority groups 
compared to France. Being French 
should surely be a question of att~tude, 

of thought, of social participation, rather 
than the clothes that one wears." . 

Gulhati points to the immigrant 
experience in France, an experience 
that is defined increasingly by race and 
religion, where immigrants of a secul.ar 
or Christian persuasion do not face the 

by Erin Shadowens 

A crowd demonstrates for the rights of undocumented immigrants 

same challenges of as;imilation as those 
who practice another religion. 

"Of course I am a stranger here, 
mostly because ... the language is a problem 
for me, so I cannot judge. I am a bit ... 
[un]comfortable because of that, but it is 
just my problem. IfI knew the language I 
think I would be OK," explains Beymlina 
Yulia, a Russian national working in 
Perpignan, France. However, when in 
France, she goes by Julia, since "for many 

people it is easier to pronounce Julia." 
Beyond language barriers, Beymlina 

has not experienced the same hardship as 
other, non-European immigrants. 

"[Muslims] are very religious people, 
observing traditions ... and in France, life 
is so different! I do not think they are 
being oppressed or [kept] down, no. But 
just their morals and their principles are 
so far from French reality where everyone 
claims to be free, and have no obligation, 
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and sexual contacts are not viewed as 
something sacred," says Beymlina, who 
identifies herself as "not religious." 

The French government continues 
to emphasize "personal freedom'' as an 
integral component of being "French." 
Religious apparel, such as headscarves 
and burkas, are seen as constraints upon 
that freedom. French President Nicolas 
Sarkozy said in a speech last June: "The 
burka is not a religious sign, it's a sign 
of subservience, a sign of debasement. 
I want to say it solemnly, it will not be 
welcome on the territory of the French 
Republic." 

did not mince words: "She has adopted 
a radical practice of her religion, 
incompatible with essential values of 
the French community, particularly the 
principle of equality of the sexes." 

Essentially, a visible, orthodox 
practice oflslam seems to be incompatible 
with French life. 

Susan Wallis, a Canadian immigrant 
who went through the French 
naturalization process, now lives in 
Oupia, France, where she runs an inn 
with her husband. While Wallis does 
not consider herself religious, she does 
recognize certain conflicts with Islam and 

French life." 
When asked to explain what she 

meant by "French life," Wallis responded, 
"In my case at least, it means doing 
pretty much what other people here do, 
including, for instance, the gym class 
I'm about to go to. Everyone there is 
French." 

Wallis, describing Oupia as a 
"small village,'' does not interact with 
many other immigrants-specifically, 
immigrants of non-European cultures. 
A kind of foreign character persists in 
cases where the immigrant is not white 
or Christian. 

Sarkozyfoundeda 
"Burka Commission" 
that will investigate 
ways to discourage the 

"Someone wearing a burka would obviously not 

be participating in French life." - Susan Wallis 

When asked about 
cases of discriminatio·n 
towards foreigners, 
Beymlina's first question 

use of burkas in France, while members 
of the French parliament are exploring 
whether burkas and similar religious 
outfits should be banned outright. Under 
a banner of gender rights, the French 
government is determining how its five 
million Muslims can express their faith 
in public. 

In the summer of2008, a Moroccan 
woman was denied French citizenship 
because she wore a burka. The court 

French life. 
"I hadn't heard the story about the 

woman who was refused citizenship 
because she was wearing a burka, but I 
suppose it could be explained by one of 
the criteria for French citizenship being 
the requirement to be fully integrated 
into French society. I now have French 
citizenship and had to prove that I was 
fully integrated. Someone wearing a burka 
would obviously not be participating in 

was, ''Are they Christian? Moslem I 
guess." 

A certain kind of prejudice has 
become an institutionalized part of 
French life. 

"I can write a book about it," says 
Gulhati. "This is a subject that could 
take months to write. In short, everyday 
life in France is not made easy by the 
public authorities, there is too much 
paperwork, bureaucracy and even a touch 

Ethnic and Religious Populations in France 

Ethnic Minorities 
TURKISH e 441,000 · o.71 % 

JEWISH e 600,000 · 1% 

OVERSEAS TERRITORIES e 757,ooo · 1.21% 

SUB-SAHARAN AFRICAN 1.oaoM · 1.73% 

NORTH AFRICAN e 3.264M · 5.23% 

Population by Religion 
MUSLIM e s-10% 

UNAFFILIATED e 4% 

PROTESTANT e 2% 

JEWISH 1% 

of corruption. These are the reasons for 
which I left India and I am once again 
in a country with the same defects. 
There is no respect for the individual's 
liberty, mistreatment of minority groups 
or of students by the police often goes 
unpunished. It is difficult to prove one 
case against the public authorities. The 
judiciary system does not facilitate access 
to information for building up a case 
against a town hall, a minister, etc ... 
The State and the Church are said to be 
divided, yet the maintenance of churches 
comes out the taxes paid by the people of 
the town." 

Foreign minorities face the difficulty 
of establishing themselves in a country 
that welcomes them with, at best, 
ambivalence. In general, foreigners face 
trouble maintaining a work visa. 

"My working contract expires 
30 April, but my visa 28 April," says 
Beymlina. "Previously this program lasted 
for a year, but as I heard, many Russians 
were getting married hete and staying, 
so now they [the French government] 
intentionally shortened it to 7 months, 
just to prevent people from .staying here. 
I think that really [the] French country 
has lots of problems with immigrants, 
for example people from former colonies 
are coming and staying illegally... They 
[the French government] want to protect 
themselves from overflow." 

During the 1990s, the French 
parliament passed the Pasqua laws-a 
series of laws to limit immigrant flow 
into France. For example, children of 
immigrants under 16 were stripped of 
their citizenship, tougher visa restrictions 
were introduced, and it became a felony 
to assist an illegal alien. The controversy 
came to a head several times throughout 
the 90s, generally between North African 
immigrants and the police. The public 
immigration debate consistently returns 
to France's Muslim and black minority. 

"With the issue of the French 
Identity, the Burka, the clandestine 
immigrants, the government is trying to 
win over the undecided voters from the 

ultra-right Front National Party,'' explains 
Gulhati. "Also some may even think that 
this initiative will revive the French as a 
nation against the ever expanding and 
ever imposing Brussels demands on 
'Europeanising' everything." 

Gulhati suggests that the government 
is reacting against the pluralist reality in 
France. An ABC news report estimated 
that 40 percent of the French population 
are of migrant families from the latter half 
of the 2om century. Indeed, generations 
of migrants from non-European nations 
have not assimilated into French life, 
a fact that became unmistakably dear 
in the Paris riots of 2005, where unrest 
broke out across France after two young 
Muslims accidentally electrocuted 
themselves while trying to run away from 
police. Riots began to break out in poor, 
mostly Islamic areas of Paris, and then 
throughout the country. 

The visible conflict between residents 
of non-European ancestry and French 
authorities has fueled the National Front, 
a far-right political party, which remains 
a vocal opponent of immigration, 
specifically immigrants from Muslim 
nations. Furthermore, the European 
Union has adopted measures that assist 
citizens of third world countries to 
migrate to member states-measures 
that conservatives deem dangerous to a 

unique, French identity. 
Yet the justification becomes 

uncertain when a young girl must forgo 
her faith to attend school and a woman 
is not recognized as a part of her country 
for the clothes she wears. Muslim 
women, wearing the modest, full-body 
"Burquini," are denied entrance to 
swimming pools. They cannot participate 
in French life and practice their religaion 
simultaneously. 

"One does not become French by 
singing the national anthem. There is a 
French saying that says L'habit ne fait pas 
le moine, ('The clothing does not make 
the monk.')" says Gulhati, "Wearing a 
suit did not make Gandhi British, luckily 
he realized it quite rapidly, and wearing 
a saari would not make Carla Bruni an 
Indian. In conclusion, wearing a Burka 
will not make the woman more or less 
Muslim, more or less committed to her 
values and to the values of the country 
that she has chosen to live in." * 
The following people were interviewed 
for this article: Rajan Gulhati, im
migrant from India, citizen of France, 
living in Paris, France; Susan Wallas, 
immigrant from Canada, citizen of 
France, living in Oupia, France; Beym
lina Yulia, citizen of Russia, living in 
Perpignan, France 
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l+lcANADA Richard Colvin, a Canadian diplomat, I 
testified before Canadian parliament concerning a lack of 
oversight by high-ranking Canadian armed forces officers 
in responding to alleged torture of Afghan detainees. 

C•) BRAZIL Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad 
met with Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva. Da 
Silva offered support for Iran's nuclear program while 
protesters outside questioned Brazil's connection with 
Iran and Ahmadinejad, specifically noting Ahmadinejad's 
denial of the Holocaust. 

= ARGENTINA The first gay marriage in Latin America, 
which had originally been given the green light by the 
mayor of Buenos Aires, was postponed on Dec. I , with the 
mayor deferring to the decision of the Supreme Court. 
The two men, who are both HIV-positive, wanted to have 
the wedding on Dec. I, World AIDS Day. 

Shrinking Mass Media 

ARGENTINA 

''I'm very against the law since 
it's another act of manipulation 
and corruption coming from the 
government, " says Pilar Mayora, a 
Harvard student born in Argentina. 

Mayora' s opinion is in reaction 
to a new Argentinian media law put 
into effect on October 11, 2009. The 
law restricts the number of television 
and cable licenses a single corporation 
can possess . 

"[Former President of Argentina] 
Carlos Menem allowed all the media 
companies to grow in an inconvenient 
way," says Pablo Andres Pucci, a 
resident of Buenos Aires working in 
post-production. "So, an owner or 
a company that was an owner of a 
newspaper or a radio station, could, 
if he had a radio station, could also 
have a TV station, and a newspaper, 
forming a group of media." 

The former media law in 
Argentina became problematic in 
2003, when it was determined that 
it violated several articles of the 
Inter-American Commission on 

by John Vining and Laurel Fischer 

Crowd cheers in far new media law 

Human Rights (IACHR). Among 
other violations, the old law allowed 
the government to punish political 
dissidents with fines and jail time. 

This new media law, called the 
Audio-Visual Communications 
Law, is the first successful attempt 
at overturning the old media law 
in 26 years. There have been many 
attempts in the interim to enact a 
new law, so it is surprising that new 
legislation has been passed after such 

a long delay. Some say it is due to 
President Christina Kirchner's rapidly 
diminishing approval ratings. "The 
media law is exactly that ... to stay in 
power, but [Kirchner and her party 
are] losing their grip, so [the media 
law] is one of the ways they're trying 
to gain control," says Tim Blanchard, 
an American living in Argentina. 

But others say it may have more to 
do with monetary greed than power. 
"To answer why the law was passed: 
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President Kirchner speaks in Ecuador 

The federal government works with 
checkbook in hand," says Esteban 
Panzeri, a resident of Argentina. "If 
the provinces don't quite abide to 
what the central government needs 
or wants, they don't get federal funds 
and, of course, there were also some 
legislators who truly believe in the 
law both from the ruling party, as 
well as other left-wing parties." 

Unlike the other attempts at a 
new media law in Argentina, the 
Audio-Visual Communications Law 
won both the Chamber of Deputies 
and Senate, and was signed into law 
by Ms. Kirchner. It passed the Senate 
with a vote of 44-24 and passed the 
Chamber of Deputies with a vote of 
147-4. 

The law's most far-reaching 
effect is that it splits media licenses 
into three even parts: one for use 
by companies, one for non-profit 

use, and one for government use. 
"I like [the public channel]," Pucci 
says. "It's one of the small group of 
channels that has cultural programs 
about interesting things. We have 
100 channels, and there are only ten 
which show us interesting things ... 
When I say I like the channel, I 'm 
talking about everything but the 
news; they are not really impartial." 

"The idea of trying to boost 
locally-generated content is good," 
adds Panzeri. 

Because the law requires that 60 
percent of television content now 
be produced in Argentina, Pucci 
will have his wish fulfilled, for more 
cultural programming. Currently, 
Grupo Clarin, the largest media 
company in Argentina appears to 
be the target of the new law. Clarin, 
a massive conglomerate, owns 73 
percent of the country's radio and 

television licenses. 
"The idea of the law is to prevent 

a monopoly from Grupo Clarin (but 
there is already a lot of competition) 
and to restrict them from owning 
more than one 'media', says Mayora. 
"So, they won't be able to own cable 
television and open television." 

"For Grupo Clarin, they will have 
to give up many of their companies, 
forcing them to sell them in a very 
short period of time," she continues. 

One major concern about Grupo 
Clarin is their anonymity. "Grupo 
Clar in . . . have a lot of power, we 
don't know who are the owners of 
these big groups," Pucci says. "They 
are totally anonymous. We don't 
know what interests they represent. 
We don't know what their intentions 
are. We know nothing. They are 
making new business models all 
the time and they are creating the 
agenda every day, because they have 
the voice and they have the capture 
of the audience." 

The law dictates that the licenses 
granted per corporation will be 
reduced from 24 to 10, and that 
companies will now be able to hold 
them without renewal for 10 years 
instead of 15. In addition, there will 
be a board with an equal number of 
members from each sector in charge 
of license renewal, with the hope that 
this will prevent arbitrary executive 
decisions. 

There are varied opinions among 
the people of Argentina, but many 
of the loudest voices in the media 
are against the law. "From one side, 
a lot of people want a new media law, 
but, the media is all the time saying 
that this law will kill free speech and 
they are saying all the time that the 
government will have all the power 
to convince everyone how they want 
things," says Pucci. "It's 50/50." 

Others take a more negative 
stance. "I think it has its highlights 
and its low points. It tries to do too 

much, it is too restrictive, and it was 
born already outdated," says Panzeri. 

Outdated, he says, because of the 
freedom of the internet, and the hope 
that it provides. 

"In theory, the internet has a 
lot of new voices," Pucci says. "The 
voices are independent, but in the 
internet you never know who is 
writing, where they are getting the 
information from. I'm trying to be 
positive in this subject, and I think 
that this internet can democratize the 
information." 

Some believe 

that distinguishes it from anti-trust 
is the division of the media into 
thirds. Blanchard, who has an MBA 
in International Finance, offers an 
explanation: "In trading, I do that to 
control my risk, when I'm trading, I 
break things up that way to balance, 
to control." 

Mayora offers a more cynical 
explanation. "I think it's because 
the corruption of this government is 
greater than any other government 
in the past 26 years, and because it 
sounds reasonable in theory to limit 

of the law which is the problem. 
"The actual law passed in congress 
is confusing or, at least, not too 
clear to the general public," Pelenur 
continues. "Several congressmen that 
have been questioned professed not to 
have studied the articles in detail. ... 
I don't think that the public has any 
specific knowledge of the particular 
articles." 

Not only does the public have 
very little knowledge of the bill, they 
have very little opinion of it as well. 
'Tm quite certain that if I asked any 

regular Joe about the 
that the increasing 
presence of the 
internet will render 
the law ineffective, 

"I'm quite certain that if I asked any regular Joe 
about the law and why they are for or against it, 

law and why they are 
for or against it, they 
wouldn't know," says 
Panzeri. 

though. "Not only they WOUidn't know." - Esteban Panzeri The law will 
the distribution is 
done through in an entirely different 
fashion (thus controlling the airwaves 
or cable will become irrelevant in the 
traditional way), but the content
generators are no longer clustered in 
'big media,"' Panzeri says. 

Pucci agrees. "It is a little necessary 
to create new laws to regulate but 
the argument of this law is not that. 
The argument of this law is that they 
want to create new voices ... If they 
were really really true, if they really 
had that goal, what they should do is 
to apply the anti-trust law." 

The main feature of this law 

the power of a very large company 
that would manipulate people's 
minds if they were to own most of 
the media," she says. 

The power of Clarin, for many, 
is little compared to that of the 
government. "I view the recent media 
law, which was passed by a lame 
duck, government-friendly Congress 
in a midnight volley, as one more 
step taken by the Kirchner apparatus 
to gather more control and power," 
says Carlos Pelenur, a resident of 
Argentina. 

And for many, it is the complexity 

hopefully still help 
Non-Governmental Organizations 
(NGOs), who may not have access 
to the proper audience through the 
internet. "The people who are in 
favor of this law say that there are 
a lot of social groups that they need 
and they have their right to have their 
voices," says Pucci. "The voices that 
are against the law are saying that this 
third group will be supported by the 
government so they will always speak 
in favor of the government, that is 
the argument." 

"These newspapers have a 
position which is not favorable to the 

The Politics of Media: A History 

September 2009 
The AFIP, the Argentinian tax authority raids the offices of Grupo Clarin . 

December 2007 July 1989 - December 1999 
Carlos Menem, Justicalist, is president of 
Argentina. 

Cristina Kirchner, wife of Nestor Kirchner, becomes 
president of Argentina. 

2003 2009 

June 2009 
Nestor Kirchner loses a mid-term senatorial election. 

May 2003 - December 2007 
Nestor Kirchner, also a Justicalist, serves as 
president of Argentina. 

October 2009 
The Audio-Visual Communications law passes the senate 
and is signed into law by Ms. Kirchner on the 11th. 
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current government of the Kirchners. 
Personally, myself, I am also not 
happy with the Kirchners. I think 
there is just too many issues of power 
play, corruption, and authoritarian 
acts. It just goes against my 
views," says Pelenur. 
Before the Kirchner administration 
passed the law, it sent members of 
the Argentinian tax organization 
(AFIP) to the offices of Grupo Clarin 
in a particularly harsh tax audit. The 
audit, which took place in September, 
involved nearly 200 agents. Some 
say this is a clear sign of attempted 
intimidation. "It's normal to send 
people from the AFIP to check on 
companies, but not 200 all at the 
same time. Apparently the guys from 
Clarin were all like 'OK just tell me 
what you need and we will give it 
to you, but we are not letting 200 
people in all at once.' It's ridiculous, 
and it's another move to emphasize 

how much power the government has 
and private companies don't have," 
says Mayora. 

This audit led to what is being 
characterized as a battle between the 
two entities: the government and the 
media company. "We don't know the 
truth, because here, there are no good 
people, because this is, like, two really 
huge power poles -- the Grupo Clarin 
for one side, and the government for 
the other. They are two really huge 
powers that are fighting," says Pucci. 

Blanchard says, "They raided one 
of the newspapers a little bit to kind 
of get them to be quiet." That didn't 
quite work, since the media has been 
vocal more than ever about the new 
law. 

The government also invested in 
Papel Prensa before the law passed, 
a paper mill based in Argentina that 
supplies all of the major newspapers. 
This was seen as an overt attempt to 

control the newspapers, according 
to Mayora: "This company is the 
one that provides the paper for 
both newspapers, and they are 
being threatening, as in 'if you don't 
stop publishing editorials against the 
government we are not going to let 
you publish anything'." 

Government interference is 
ultimately a grave concern for many. 
This is in line with a number of other 
government-sponsored laws and 
'decrees,' such as nationalization of 
football broadcasts and an ongoing 
effort to control the Board of the only 
paper-producing mill in Argentina 
supplying newsprint, to ready it for 
government takeover," says Pelenur. 
"This just reaffirms, in my view, the 
'authoritarian' bent of the Kirchners, 
who are abusing the power bestowed 
unto them by democratic means." 

Despite the evidence, it is difficult 
to see precisely who is to blame. "The 

public opm10n is that they don't 
believe anyone of these two .... What is 
sad right now is that what the people 
are seeing is that there's no option," 
says Pucci. 

Public opinion on the law may, 
however, be divided amongst the 
classes. ''I'd say the upper classes 
are, in general, against the law. 
Sadly, I think that has to do with the 
influence of the media more than 
anything," says Panzeri. He goes on 
to explain why the lower classes may 
be in favor of the new law. "There 
is a big influence of what is known 
as 'clientelism' which means social 
plans and government aid is used as 
leverage to gain support." 

Mayora disagrees, and believes 
instead, "the high class that is related to 
the government, and the businessmen 
that will be benefited from this law 
and the main competitors of Grupo 
Clarin will be in favor of the law, and 

f GI ll 

the middle-low class will not even 
know what the law is about, but they 
will be in favor of it because it aims 
at equality and nationalism." 

But Pucci believes it may be more 
of an ideological division than a class 
division, "The left side supports the 
new law, and the right side is against 
it. Because the conservative people 
here in Argentina have a really bad 
image of this president and there's a 
lot of people who are really against 
the President right now. But, in the 
left side there's people that think we 
need a new media law." 

Blanchard protests, "I don't think 
anybody, if they' re a normal person, 
if they're educated at all, would be in 
support of the media law." 

Despite what looks like a massive 
lack of public support, the law 
was able to make it to Kirchner's table. 
What will be its effects? Panzeri sees 
a bleak future. "If the government is 

• 

honest, it can be very pos1t1ve, but 
they can use that same law to attack 
their enemies in the media and that 
can be very dangerous," he says. "The 
real problem is that governments 
down here haven't been too good at 
making logical interpretations and 
applications of the law." 

Pucci summarizes, "I don't 
know if the government has 
good intentions, bur the good 
thing about this is at least we are 
discussing it. That's a good thing." * 

The following people were interviewed for 
this article: Esteban Panzeri - citizen, Ar
gentina; Tim Blanchard - resident, Cor
dova, Argentina; Pablo Pucci - citizen, 
Buenos Aires, Argentina; Carlos Pelenur 
- citizen, Argentina; Pilar Mayora - Har
vard student, Argentinian emigrant 
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• CH INA Two milk producers were executed after 
distributing three million pounds of milk products 
contaminated with melamine, an industrial chemical which 
made 300,000 children ill. The two men were also part of 

qr a larger food-safety scandal that occurred last year. 

~-

A revalued currency was issued 
with the intent of curbing unofficial economic activity. At 
the official exchange rate, I 00,000 won are worth $690, 
but on the black market, the value is $35 . Because the 
revaluing would ruin any private cash holding, the 
announcement threw the country into chaos as people 
tried to exchange their devalued won. 

A History of Violence: 
Conflict in Kashmir 

IIIl!I KASHMIR 

"Unfortunately, I think that Kashmir 
is a roasted turkey. Everyone seems ready 
to grab their share. However, the poor 
turkey thinks it is an independent bird," 
says an anonymous source from Pakistan. 
Kashmir is currently shared by India, 
Pakistan and China. 

The independence of India from the 
British government was followed by the 
separation oflndia and Pakistan in 1947. 
Since then, Kashmir has always been one 
of the major topics of conflict between the 
two countries. In 1947, the rulers of all 
the states in then British India were given 
the option to choose to be a part of either 
India or Pakistan, or remain independent. 
The people belonging to Islam constituted 
the majority of the Kashmiri population at 
that time. Thus, the population expected 
Maharaja Hari Singh, the then ruler of 
Kashmir, to incorporate Kashmir into 
Pakistan. However, his hesitation to do 

so triggered Pakistan to resort to guerilla 
warfare and the beginning of the Kashmir 
conflict. Two more wars were fought over 
Kashmir in 196 5 and 1999. Kashmir - a 
so-called "Paradise" - a place abundant in 

by Shikshya Adhikari 

Asif Ali Zardari speaks at the UN General Assembly 

natural beauty and famous for its exquisite 
topography, has had its peace threatened 
and questioned for a long time. 

Now, Pakistan controls the northern 
portion (Gilgit-Baltistan and Azad 
Kashmir), India controls the central and 
southern position Qammu and Kashmir 
and Ladakh) and China holds the 
northeastern portion (Aksai Chin and the 
Trans-Karakoram Tract). ''As far as I can 
say, I think it is not much of a 'control', 

but governance. Kashmir is technically a 
free state," adds the anonymous source. 

It is true that Kashmir holds special 
autonomy. A law enacted by the Parliament 
oflndia is applicable in Kashmir only after 
it has been ratified by the state legislature 
of Jammu and Kashmir. Azad Kashmir 
has its own president, prime minister, 
legislature, high court and official flag, but 
with the president of Pakistan as the chief 
executive authority. 
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"I think they consider themselves 

as the people of a separate country even 

though they are under the governance 

of either India or Pakistan and they are 

definitely segregated depending on which 
region they reside in," says Anu Menon, a 

citizen oflndia. 

"The people of Kashmir call 

themselves 'Kashmiris', not Pakistani or 

Indian. If you talk to a Kashmiri, you will 

find that they are proud of their name. 

Here, Kashmir has a prefix of Azad (free)," 

adds the anonymous source. 

When asked about the current 

situation of Kashmir, Nikhil Sharma, a 

citizen of India, says, "Reports say that 

the violence in Kashmir is decreasing 

significantly. However, the internal 

violence has erupted and has increased to 

a much greater strength." Menon adds, 

"Jammu and Kashmir portrays one of the 

sad stories in the chapter oflndian history. 

Right from the time of partition, both 

countries, India and Pakistan, have been 

fighting over it. Presently, at least in terms 

of economy, Jammu and Kashmir is on its 
revival mode." Vinit M , a citizen oflndia, 
says, "The situation is much better now. 

There has been a considerable decrease in 

violence. Regarding the control ofKashmir 

by India or Pakistan, talks are still going 

on between the governments. However, 

the discussion seems to be never-ending." 
Why is Kashmir's freedom being 

questioned in the first place when it is 

technically autonomous? "The fact that 

it is technically 'free' and is segregated 

between the rule of two segregated 

countries themselves, is what endangers 

the peacefulness of the paradise," says 

Menon. "India seems to claim Jammu 

and Kashmir to reap its benefits in terms 

of tourism and other related activities. 

India also wants to ensure that it is free 

from militant rule. On the other hand, 

Pakistan wants to ensure that Jarnmu and 

Kashmir is not under the flagship oflndia 

and it also seems to want to benefit from 
the Jarnmu and Kashmir's economy." 

Sharma believes, ''Actually it is 

only Pakistan, who seems to be much 

more desperate for Kashmir. From my 

perspective, I think they want Kashmir to 

facilitate their motive of gaining a control 
over India." Says the source from Pakistan, 

"For India, I think the reasons are political 

gains, inherent disputes. I think Pakistan 

has other things to focus on than Kashmir. 

All Pakistan wants is Kashmir to be an 

independent and free state. Doesn't having 

the prefix of Azad (free) mean anything?" 

Zia Rahman, a citizen of Pakistan, 

CHINA 

Trans-Karakoram 
Tract 

KASHMIR 

brings the historical context into 

perspective: "Pakistan does not want 

anything. It is the people of Kashmir who 

want to be a part of Pakistan." When 

asked for the reason, Rahman replies, "In 

Kashmir, there are people belonging to 

Islam and Pakistan is a Muslim country." 

"The dispute started with the partition 

and it has been and will remain a battle 

ground for now'', says Sharma. "The 

militants are spread throughout the region 

and on top of that, they belong to both 

the sides. Therefore, the people ofKashmir 
have been finding it very awkward to 

conduct their day-to-day activities." 

"There is no clarity regarding which 

country do these militants belong to. I 
do believe that these military activities are 

supported by other outside forces who 

do not want any cordial relations to be 

established between India and Pakistan 

because this relation might be detrimental 

to their growth," says Menon. However, 

Rahman claims, "The Indian Army in 

Kashmir, is seen to be responsible for 

various murders and rapes." 

Pakistani President Asif Ali Zardari 
said, when interviewed by BBC News, that 

India has never been a threat to Pakistan, 

and that militants in Indian-administered 

Kashmir are terrorists. 
The disputes over Kashmir have been 

tense for a long time and the activities of 

militants seem to be a greater hindrance in 

restoring peace and freedom. There have 

been reports of deadly actions by Islarnist 

extremists. They targeted the Kashmiri 

Pandits, one of the original inhabitants of 

Kashmir and descendants of the Hindu 

priests. It is seen as a step towards removing 

all Hindus from Kashimir. However, 

at the same time Muslim intellectuals 

and liberal Muslim leaders in Jarnmu 

and Kashmir reportedly were under 

attack by fundamentalists and terrorists. 

"Reports said that the year 2008 marked 

the lowest number of civilian casualties 

in comparison to the highest in 1996. 

However, the various events in 2009 have 

put us in a state of utter confusion,'' says 

Menon. 

The Struggle for Kashmir 

November 24, 2009 
August 14, 1947 
Pakistan attains independence from British 
India. 

May 26, 1999 
"Kashmir is an integral part of India" accord
ing to a statement issued from the delegation 
from the European Union. The Kargil War begins. 

2009 

October 23, 1947 
A group of tribals and Pakistani forces were successful in overpowering the bat
talion of the Kashmiri Government after leading an incursion into Kashmir. 

August I 5, 1947 
India, too, declares independence from British 
India. 

In 2009, Kashmir saw protests by 

people of the whole Kashmir valley in 

response to the killing of two Muslim 
devotees by the army, Muhammed Amin 

Tantray and Javid Alunar Dar. Many 
citizens were also on the streets to protest 

over the alleged rape and murder of two 

young women by the Indian Armed 
forces. An encounter in Poonch district 

of Jammu and Kashmir resulted in the 

death of an Indian Army major and two 

militants. A large number of people also 

seem to be missing in the region. 

The strife seems to result from a 

tension between the need for safety and 

the need for privacy. 
"It is mainly the privacy of citizens", 

says Sharma. "Democracy seems to exist 

only in theory. The citizens seem to have 

no privacy at all. The nooks and corners 
of villages are checked on a regular basis 

for any sign of terrorism. Yes, they are 

trying to curb terrorism and all. However, 

the people are forced to confront lack 

of privacy. People also seem to go into 

terrorism due to utter poverty. However, 

the army is in no position to understand 

this." Menon adds, "BasicallyJ think, these 

men have been through difficult situations 

and have faced different problems. Thus, 

they resort to seek retribution from such 
activities." 

Thus, the question of human rights 

arises. "Human rights are violated 

wherever there is unrest, aren't they?," 

says the source. Kashmir has been under 

May 2, 2003 
India and Pakistan restore diplomatic ties . 

the dispute of India and Pakistan since 

India and Pakistan gained independence. 

According to Human Rights Watch, 
"Both regular, uniformed Indian army and 

federal security forces and state-sponsored 

paramilitary groups have committed 
serious and widespread human rights 

violations in Kashmir. The indiscriminate 

use of lethal force against unarmed 

demonstrators, other abuses, notably 
summary executions and torture, show 

no sign of abatement, due in part to the 

activities of the state-sponsored militias." 

Reports also show attacks on human rights 

activists, most of whom left Kashmir. 

There have also been attacks on the press 

and journalists, like Zafar Mehraj, who 

was shot and injured fatally in 1995. 

Therefore, with reports of current 

militant activities and human rights 

violation, where does Kashmir stand right 

now? "I do not think that the violence in 

that region is decreasing. I chink media is 

playing an important role in covering up 
incidences which have been threatening 

the peace of Kashmir day by day," says 

Menon. 

The anonymous source adds, "Media 

controls what we think and how we think 

They say 'the Kashmir issue' is being 

resolved and we 'zombies' believe. When 

they say Pakistan and India cannot be 

friends, we start to worry and when we see 

cross border cultural and entertainment 

want to stop this meaningless war. People 

have been waiting for responses from both 

the countries. However, they are seriously 
trying to curb the terrorist activities." 

He adds, ''At the same time, it is going 

to be very difficult for India and also for 
Pakistan to let go of Kashmir easily. Both 

the countries are somewhat greedy for the 

tourism-nourishing topography and scenic 

beauty that Kashmir provides. From what 
we have heard, it will remain in conflict 

for now." 

The anonymous source says, "I think 

the disputes between India and Pakistan 

would still be there even if there would 

be no Kashmir issue at all. Had it been 

a real issue, I do not think they would 

have wasted sixty years in the first place. 

Issues are to be resolved and I have never 

seen any of the two parties agreeing on 
any point ever. Currently, all we see is 

bomb blasts in Peshawar and other parts 

of Pakistan. When they (the media) have 

nothing to showcase, the focus will be on 
'the Kashmir issue'. The issue will then 

be all over the talk shows and the papers 

and of course, on Kashmir Day, the 5m of 

February." * 
The following people were interviewed for 
this article: Anu Menon - citizen of India; 
Anonymous - citizen of Pakistan; Nikhi! 
Sharma - engineering student, India; Zia 
Rahman - citizen, Pakistan; Vinit M -

exchange, we rejoice." Sharma believes, ''As citizen, India 
for now, I chink, both India and Pakistan 
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!!'"41 ~ UNITED KIN DOM The computer system at the 
University of East Anglia was hacked into, revealing 
thousands of e-mail messages among prominent climate 
researchers that suggest they were working to keep 
researchers who dissented to the theory of global warming 
from having their research published. Phil Jones, the 
director of the Climatic Research Institute at the 

I I FRANCE Two French energy companies agreed to 
purchase stakes in two separate Russian natural gas 
pipelines, while French carmaker Renault has agreed to 
rescue a struggling Russian auto company. There are also 
rumors that Russia will purchase a Mistral-class warship 
from France, with a promise to build several more. The 
rumors haveincreased tensions with Russia's smaller 
neighbors. 

I I BELGIUM This year, the European Union, 
headquartered in Brussels, passed the Lisbon Treaty, 
which created a president and foreign minister for the 
Union. The first elections on Nov.19th resulted in the 
election of Belgium's Herman Van Rompuy as president, 
and Catherina Asthon of Britain as foreign minister 

Governing the Internet 

I I FRANCE 

On September 22°d, the 
French Parliament passed a bill 
into law that sparked one of the 
European Union's most heated 
civil liberties debates of the Infor
mation Era. The "Three Strikes 
Law," also known as "HADO PI 
II," (the II refers to an updated 
version of the law) governs the 
use and restriction of internet ac
cess and attempts to contend with 
internet piracy. 

"It's really a debate about 
the freedom of everyone to be 
able to access internet," says 
Anne Berard, a citizen of Paris, 
France. The new law, backed by 
French President Nicolas Sarkozy, 
establishes a regulatory body which 
will be able to investigate and moni
tor suspected copyright infringers. 
The agency, known as the "High 
Authority for the Diffusion of Arts 
and the Protection of Rights on the 
Internet" (HADOPI) is to dispense 
warnings to anyone caught engaging 
in illegal downloading. Upon the 

by Chelsea Adams 

.. 
I 
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President Sarkozy participates in a 2006 debate on the internet 

third "strike," the High Authority 
would draft a judicial order, includ
ing penalties, to be issued to the of
fender by a magistrate. The offend
ing party's internet would be 
disconnected for a year, and he or 
she would be subject to a fine of up 
to 300,000 Euros. 

Though this law might come as 
good news to online media distribu
tors and copyright owners, some 
French authorities are deeming the 
law unconstitutional and even see it 

as a violation of fundamental human 
rights. In June, the French Consti
tutional Council struck down a ver
sion of the law that gave the High 
Authority the power to bar infring
ers from access to the internet with
out judiciary consent. "It's been re
jected once already," says Berard, a 
French citizen who is critical of 
Sarkozy's initiatives. "A large num
ber of deputies weren't in Parliament 
that day, and the Socialist Party has 
been against it from the beginning. 
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To make sure that it wasn't rejected a 
second time, Sarkozy's party made 
sure that all of their deputies were 
present for the vote. At first I didn't 
feel too much concern about it, be
cause I don't download many things 
on the internet, but I don't like this 

way of governing." 
This series of votes came in the 

wake of impassioned discussions in 
the European Council, the political 
body that is comprised of the 47 
heads of state of members of the Eu
ropean Union. The European Coun
cil has been struggling with a bundle 

Business, Innovation and Skills min
ister, is laying the groundwork for a 
"Three Strikes" system in the U.K. 
Other internet service providers 
have released statements urging me
dia companies to come up with bet
ter ways of protecting digital media 
or to provide more free content for 
internet users. 

"I don't know how it's going to 
end up, or if they will ever be able to 
make the law work," says Berard. 
The issue of enforcing HADOPI has 
given rise to much protest in 
France. "The law is new but already 

arise in the presence of wireless in
ternet connections. If an internet 
user has a wireless network connec
tion that is not password protected, 
anyone with wireless capabilities can 
access the web via that network. 
There is no clear way to sort out an 
illegal downloader from a lawful in
ternet user whose wireless internet 
connection has been abused in this 
way. Families with one internet con
nection face the same problem
children using the internet to ille
gally download games, movies, or 
music without parental knowledge 

of telecommuni-
cations reforms 
for years, and Ni
colas Sarkozy's 
support ofHADO
PI II brought the 

"I think Sarkozy's party wins nothing. They will 
change that if they can, but there is only so much 

Parliament can do to the internet." - Guillaume Vey 

face the same threats 
under HADOPI. 

"So far,'' says 
Berard, "I haven't 
heard of anyone 

debate to center st age . 
"If this law exists, it's because CD 
companies or the cinema industry 
haven't been able to adjust to a new 
tool: the internet," says Berard. "In
stead of finding one way [to adapt], 
officials are just putting out a blan
ket law, which won't solve the prob
lem at all." 

Talk Talk, one of the U.K.'s leading 
internet providers, is threatening le
gal action against its government 
should the U.K. decide to follow 
suit with the French Parliament. 
Lord Peter Mandelson, Britain's 

obsolete," says Guillaume Vey, who 
lives in Dijon, France. "Any software 
that uses encryption isn't covered by 
HADOPI, and the law is only for 
peer-to-peer networks," says Vey. 
These kinds of networks are com
monly used for file-sharing, but di
rect download links fall outside of 
the bounds of HADOPI. "For the 
moment," says Vey, "I chink Sarkozy's 
party wins nothing. They will change 
that if they can, but there is only so 
much Parliament can do to the in
ternet." 

Ocher problems with HADOPI 

having the internet 
cut off since the law was voted into 
being. I'm not sure there will be any 
[disconnections], because if they cut 
internet to anyone, and since the 
European Union has said this is 
against human rights, the person 
just has to go in front of European 
human rights courts. I don't know if 
they will be able to get their internet 
back, but this will make [Parliament] 
look very bad." 

The European Council has made 
efforts to establish a "bill of rights" 
that would outline exactly what in
ternet users can and cannot do on-

A History of HADOPI 

September 28, 2008 
European Council releases the statement that "no 
restriction may be imposed on the fundamental 
rights and freedoms of end-users, without a prior 
ruling by the judicial authorities." 

June I 0, 2009 
French Constitutional Council denies the con
stitutionality of HADOPI, prompting the revi 
sion of the bill into HADOPI II. 

2008 2009 

April 9, 2009 September 22, 2009 
French National Assembly rejects first version French Parliament passes HADOPI II bill. 
of HADOPI bill. 

October 22, 2009 
Constitutional Council approves the constitu
tionality of the revised policy, which requires 
judiciary intervention before disabling internet 
access 
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Members of the Socialist party watch the Royal-Sarkozy debate online 

line. Many policymakers wish to 
equate the freedom of internet ac
cess to the freedom of speech and 
communication. The internet has 
become the playground of politi
cians and their campaigns, journal
ists and their messages, schools, gov
ernments, artists, churches, and 
individuals-a digital forum that 
captures and expands upon actual, 
real-time exchanges. In November 
2008, the European Council released 
this statement: "No restriction may 
be imposed on the fundamental 
rights and freedoms of end-users, 
without a prior ruling by the judi
cial authorities, notably in accor
dance with Article 11 of the Charter 
of Fundamental Rights of the Euro
pean Union on freedom of expres
sion and information, save when 
public security is threatened where 

the ruling may be subsequent. This 
right shall include freedom to hold 
opinions and to receive and impart 
information and ideas without in
terference by public authority and 
regardless of frontiers." "The fact 
is," says Berard, "that the European 
Council says the exact opposite of 
what [Parliament] has ruled. Maybe 
through the human rights courts, 
something can be done about this 
law, because it has already passed all 
of the different steps within the 
French authorities." 

The problematic issues of"public 
security" mentioned in the EC's 
statements have yet to be universally 
defined. The world bore witness to 
the chaos that can come from inter
net restriction during a recent round 
of elections in Iran. In June of 2009, 
Iran held its tenth presidential elec-

tion since 1979, the year of the Ira
nian Revolution. President Mah
moud Ahmadinejad won in a 
widely-contested vote. Several weeks 
before the election, Mir Hossein 
Mousavi, the leading candidate for 
the Green opposition party, engaged 
in a vigorous internet campaign. 
The "Green" movement in Iran is an 
anti-religious movement that has 
been gaining members and support 
since the Iranian Revolution. Green 
supporters using Twitter and other 
social networking devices fanned the 
flames in support of Prime Minister 
Mousavi, a candidate who utilized 
web resources to appeal to a large 
voting audience . 

Shortly before the results of the 
election were announced, protests 
against alleged voting fraud erupted 
in cities all over the country. When 

supporters of the opposltlon party 
began to organize demonstrations 
over the web, the government re
stricted bandwidth and set up filters 
on commonly used sites like Face
book and YouTube. As the election 
results were being announced, the 
internet was completely shut down 
for more than 45 minutes. 

To Iranians, the filtering and 
monitoring of internet connectivity 
comes as a secondary concern to a 
more basic issue . "Nobody thinks 

a young man like me forget about 
filtering and internet connectivity. 
The internet is our second voice
we citizens do not yet have our first. 
" 

The Green Party exchanges over 
the internet were deemed a threat to 
Iran's security, and the government 
took control, issuing arrest warrants 
for those whose internet presence 
was judged most dangerous. Dan
gerous as it is, Hosseini stays out of 
the political conflicts whenever pos-

The French Parliament's actions may 
force the European Council to take 
a more definitive stance on the is
sue of civil liberties on the internet. 
Already, internet users are coming 
before the EC's human rights courts 
to call attention to the laws. Alter
natives and more effective versions 
of HADOPI have been proposed to 
members of the French Parliament, 
and the problem of piracy remains. 
"Everything depends on the price of 
art," says Vey. "Free and totally legal 

online media alter[filtering] is a good 
idea, but it is not 
the major prob
lem. Many people 
even think that it 
is good for the 
community. Let 
me explain it like 
this," says Emad 
Hosseini, an Irani
an citizen living in 

"The HADOPI decision was premature. Pirating 
will continue to be a problem as long as file-shar- . 
ing sites exist. A law that leaves so many concerns 
wide open is a bad law. In some way, the internet 
is limitless, and Parliament is wrong if it thinks it 

can control its borders and rules." - Guillaume Vey 

natives are current
ly the best way to 
proceed with these 
. " issues. 

The freedom of 
expression in a dig
ital realm is a dou
ble-edged sword. 
Users will continue 

Tehran. "If you don't have money, 
the price of things is none of your 
concern. We don't really have the in
ternet itself. Average internet con
nections in Iran are about 56kbps. 
You can find maybe a few home us
ers with connection limits of 
128kbps. We don't have static IP ad
dresses here so we can't make online 
purchases with Paypal, Ebay, Ama
zon, or other kinds of accounts. Fil
tering is really a small issue com
pared to these problems." 

At 56kbps, video streaming is 
virtually impossible, programs like 
Skype and other social utilities run 
unreliably, and users cannot ex
change large files without setting 
aside hours for uploading and down
loading. The Green Party's boldest 
attempts to establish a political pres
ence on the internet were thwarted 
by extremely limited connectivity. 
"The Green Party has formed some
thing of a revolution against [the 
majority], and we have other ma
jor problems here that makes even 

sible. "It takes too much time and 
is dangerous for your life. There is 
something different here . If some 
party takes power, it uses power to 
silence the other party, because the 
other party holds the exact opposite 

. " view. 
At the core of France's legislation 

is the same issue that became appar
ent in Iran-should the government 
monitor the internet for the protec
tion of the rights of its citizens, and 
should it have the ability to shut 
down t~at avenue if citizens abuse 
connectivity? 

"The HADOPI decision was pre
mature," says Guillaume Vey. "Pirat
ing will continue to be a problem as 
long as file -sharing sites exist. A law 
that leaves so many concerns wide 
open is a bad law. In some ways, the 
internet is limitless, and Parliament 
is wrong if it thinks it can control its 
borders and rules." 

The passage of HADOPI in France 
has marked a turning point in the 
legislation of the Information Age. 

to demand the right 
to say (or "emote") what they wish 
online. But even with these strong 
cases for human rights, the mask of 
digital anonymity on the internet 
points to something fundamentally 
inhuman about the medium of the 
world wide web. The differences 
between a chat room and a coffee 
house, online college curriculum and 
conventional classes, or even digital 
media and a live concert of perform
ing arts are subtle but meaning
ful. France has paved the way for a 
strange, new policy. The Parliament 
has made the bold statement that it 
is up to the world's policymakers to 
decide if the natures of these digi
tal exchanges are human enough to 
be considered fundamental human 

rights. * 
The following people were interviewed 

for this article: Anna Berard - Citizen, 
Paris, France; Emad Hosserini - Citizen, 
Tehran, Iran; Guillaume Vey - Citizen, 
Dijon, France 
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:r:: ISRAEL Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu ordered 
a I 0-month freeze on the building of Jewish settlements in 
the West Bank and East Jerusalem, an area heavy with 
Palestinians. But he has refused to call a freeze for longer 
than I 0 months, upsetting many Palestinians. 

_ I The British Commonwealth has voted to I 
include Rwanda in its collection of 54 countries. It is the 
first country admitted that was not a part of the original 
colonial British Commonwealth. 

E KENYA After heavy deforestation in the Mau Forest, 
which has been blamed as the cause of a recent drought, 
the Kenyan government is working to replant trees, and in 
the process, evict thousands of Ogiek, a group of people 
who call t he forest home. Many suspect that the move is 
more economically than environmentally motivated. 

C SOUTH AFRICA The World Health Organization 
released guidelines for new HIV treatment. President 
Jacob Zuma immediately adopted the reforms for South 
Africa, where more people are HIV positive than in any 
other nation. The action shows a break from former 
President Thabo Mbeki, who went so far as to deny the 
link of HIV and AIDS. 
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