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Polity Elections Include Amendments
by Watt Alexander

This year’s election for the 
1988-89 Student Polity will be con
ducted on Monday, September 
19th. Two representatives from 
each class will be elected to year
long terms, making them eligible to 
be elected as Polity ofllcers for 
terms of one semester each. On the 
ballot, you will be asked to vote yes 
or no on each of several amend
ments to be added to the Student 
Polity Constitution (a copy of which 
is in your Student Manual, page 
51). These amendments were 
created and approved by the Polity 
last year in the interest of making 
the Polity a more effective and more 
representative body. I urge you to 
approve them and would be happy 
to speak with anyone who should 
feel inclined otherwise.

The Student Polity at St. John’s 
has not been known for its organi
zation or effectiveness in the past. 
Only three years ago, it lacked both 
money and a consistent member
ship. Two years ago, the Polity 
approved a “Student Activities Fee” 
of $25 to be collected from each 
student at the beginning of each 
semester (it is Included with 
tuition), which would provide the 
Polity with operating funds to be 
spent in the Interest of and accord
ing to the desires of the students. 
Last year, this money was collected 
and spent for the first time. The 
Polity received nearly $17,000 and 
spent almost $13,000 on a Stein- 
way Grand Piano, theater lighting, a 
pottery wheel, camera equipment, 
independent film showings, and 
funding for students to be paid to 
help others with their studies. For 
the first time, the Polity played an

active role in the college community 
and furthered an agenda set and 
executed entirely by students. This 
role can continue, provided student 
Interest and individual participation 
continue.

This year, with higher enroll
ment, the polity expects nearly 
$20,000, in addition to the $4000 
remaining from last year. Such a 
large amount of money brings with 
it tremendous responsibilities. As 
with all representative government, 
those represented must share the 
responsibilities with those whom 
they elect. The Polity has come to 
be the fledgling body it is through 
individual effort. It can sustain a 
positive presence within the com
munity only through the Interest 
manifested by everyone. In the past 
this effort has not existed. The 
future need not see this trend 
continue. What can you do?
1. Nominate and elect people whom 
you feel will contribute construc
tively to the Polity.
2. Read the Student Manual, 
espoclally the Polity Constitution.
3. Come forward with ideas and 
comments with the understanding 
that you may be the best person to 
bring them to fruition.
4. Pay attention to the Student 
Polity Bulletin Board (in the hallway 
leading to the dining hall).
5. Know who your representatives 
are.

We are hoping to mount a 
voter-registration drive for the 
national genered election before the 
October 10 deadline. We would 
also like to distribute information 
on the candidates up for election in 
November. I would appreciate help, 
or even better, would be happy to 
help anyone who would be inter

ested in organizing this effort.
The following are propxjsed 

amendments to the Student Polity 
Constitution which were approved 
unanimously by the Student Polity 
on May 4, 1988. The Student Polity 
Constitution requires approval by a 
simple majority of the student body 
for ratification. Voting will take 
place simultaneously with the 
election of new members to the 
Student Polity.

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE 
STUDENT POLITY CONSTITUTION 
APPROVED BY STUDENT POLITY 

MAY 4. 1988:

QUORUM CALLS: (To be added to 
Article C; Section II]

“Student Polity meetings shall 
be announced on the Student Polity 
bulletin board at least 72 hours 
before the meeting is to take place, 
this is considered to be a quorum 
call. Under the elastic clause 
failure to attend three consecutive 
quorum calls will constitute a 
forfeiture of one’s voting member
ship. Likewise, attendance to three 
consecutive quorum call automati
cally grants voting membership."

OFFICERS OF THE POLITY: [To be 
added to Article A; Section V] 

“Appointments shall be con
ducted in executive session.”
[To be added as Article G; Section V] 

“A President Pro-tem shall be 
appointed by the Polity at the end of 
each academic year who shall be 
responsible for executing polity 
business and the election of new 
members the following autumn 
before the new Polity convenes. No 
more than five [5] percent of the

continued on page 3



Riccards Discusses Alumni Reactions
by President Michael Riccards

Eivery ten years or so, colleges 
and universities in this country 
undergo a process called accredita
tion. Part of the accreditation 
review requires a self-study done by 
different segments of the educa
tional institution and directed at 
answering certain questions about 
its philosophy, program, and 
operations. As a part of that self- 
examination, St. John's has sent 
out a questionnaire to alumni 
asking them what they think are 
the strengths and weaknesses of St. 
John’s. The results are rather 
interesting and some of the conclu
sions are surprising. Those alumni 
who enjoyed St. John’s tend to 
emphasize its deep commitment to 
intellectual activities and how it 
provided them with both the 
conceptual and moral moorings 
that have Impacted them long after 
their undergraduate careers are 
over. Many of the respondents cited 
the St. John’s curriculum as a 
major determinate in acquiring the 
ability to think critically and to 
evolve personally in changing
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emplo3nnent and social situations. 
Many students found the St. John’s 
program to be more diflicult than 
the graduate or professional pro
grams that they took. A special 
sub-group, those who ended up in 
law school, almost uniformly 
reflected on how well their St.
John’s preparation helfjed them to 
move through a professional 
program that can be demanding but 
also rather diy. Some students 
noted that the St. John’s program 
did not teach them much in the art 
of test taking or sitting through 
lectures, or accumulating notes at 
the end of the semester. Most of 
them, however, seemed pleased that 
their undergraduate preparation 
helped them in a wider perspective, 
both in helping them to understand 
their own life and in providing the 
type of Intellectual foundation 
which they have found so important 
as they become older.

Some students, however, felt 
that the St. John’s program tends 
to emphasize the Intellectual 
aspects of life too much and does 
not concentrate on the social 
concerns that students have, both 
in their undergraduate years and 
later in life. For those people, the 
St. John’s program is often charac
terized as a kind of Intellectual 
gamesmanship in which discus
sions were oftentimes monopwlized 
by a few people. Many alumni 
answering the questionnaire also 
pointed to the alleged narrowness of 
the St. John’s curriculum, citing 
the need for courses that allowed 
them to explore in different ways 
non-Westem perspectives or 
feminist literature. The single-most 
frequently cited areas that students 
would like to see added to the 
curriculum are history, the line 
arts, and, to a lesser extent, some 
preparation in computer science. 
There was also a group of students 
who felt that some exposure to non- 
Westem traditions might have been 
of interest to them. The areas of 
the curriculum that did most poorly 
in this popularity scale were sfjeclflc 
philosophers such as Aquinas and 
Kant; there was also often general

concern about the effectiveness of 
the lab program or the French 
exam.

The most interesting parts of 
the alumni survey, though, are not 
so much the tallying up of the 
responses, but the Individual 
expression of what the St. John’s

"I would like to turn 
my column into a 

question and answer 
format and ask you to 
submit your questions 
to the editors of The 

Moon."

program means. It appears that 
what the College has chosen to do it 
has done veiy well, namely to 
provide an integrated curriculum 
based on direct reading of the great 
masters and focusing on the 
notions of dialogue and direct 
inquiry. On the other hand, some 
students feel uncomfortable with 
the lack of specialization or the 
exclusion of large areas of knowl
edge from the undergraduate 
program, and believe that as they 
get older those areas are more 
important to them than they had 
been in the past.

Discussions of the success or 
limitations of any program by 
alumni are rather interesting. They 
can provide us with some picture of 
what life is like after college, and 
about the types of experiences that 
alumni have. One of the conclu
sions that I have drawn from the 
study and from conversations with 
alumni is that we should be more 
aggressive at the college level in 
trying to get established and older 
alumni from St. John’s to help our 
students, especially with entiy-level 
positions. Many of the students to 
whom I have spoken, and many of 
the alumni with whom I have been 
involved, do indeed believe that the 

continued on page 3
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Proposals Made For St, John's
by Eran Williams

The tower building is in the 
same adobe, mock Minoan style as 
the rest of the campus, but that 
doesn’t fool the students: they 
know an Ivoiy tower when they see 
one. Any Johnnie can recount the 
deeds of those people in that 
building: grotesque murals, over 
crowded classrooms, cruel coffee 
shops, and safe school condomini
ums. Aside from these administra
tive atrocities, most students take 
little Interest in the workings of our 
beloved college’s vital organs.
Indeed, the students have laid most 
of the Ivoiy bricks in that tower out 
of sheer apathy. Thursday 1 learned 
first hand that the doors are open, 
as Rapunzel, at my first request, let 
down her haln that is to say the 
president granted me an Interview.

Mr. Rlccards has been the 
president of St. John’s College since 
1986, when this campus and 
Annapolis decided no longer to 
share one president. The president 
is not a difficult man to see when he 
Is on campus, but last year he was 
away three-fourths of the year. The 
president remarked that his ab
sence was perhaps too extensive, 
but that his Job deals primarily with 
improving college relations with the 
outside and raising money.

When I asked Mr. Riccards if he 
had been an effective president he 
quoted some numbers: The college 
enrollment, he said, has gone up a 
hundred people in the last two and 
a half years, fund raising was up 
forty percent last year (3.5 million 
dollars were raised), and the 
financial aid pool has been in
creased from seven hundred 
thousand to one million dollars.

The president feels that with 
respect to public relations, the 
College is becoming more Involved 
with the community. He cited an 
increased enrollment from New 
Mexico and the college’s interest in 
local education as examples of our 
“coming down from the mountain". 
Apparently the college has played 
matchmaker between the 
Matsushita Co. (Panasonic) and the 
Santa Fe City Schools whereby

Matsushita has begun to offer 
courses for teacher advancement.

One cliff the college has not 
jumped off is minority enrollment. 
The president feels minority pres
ence on campus is still too low. 
When asked what could be done 
about this, the president stressed 
talking with minority groups off- 
campus and making the campus 
more hospitable.

A survey of St. John’s alumni, 
the president said, showed that 
their first concern was to make the 
campus more socially nurturing.
The steps that Mr. Rlccards claims 
to have taken towards this goal are 
getting the board to approve a 
20,000 dollar activity fund and 
aiding the growth of a strong 
student polity.

Mr. Rlccards jxsinted out the 
need for more student activities and 
more space for the students to “get 
away" in order to pursue their 
studies. This is why the library is 
the president’s pet project. He

Alumni Reactions
continued from page 2
St. John’s undergraduate program 
is the best preparation that one- 
could receive, but somehow that 
fine preparation is not acknowl
edged in the outside world, either 
by employers or by graduate 
students. If that is true, then it 
means that all of us who are 
concerned about the success of the 
college should spend some time 
trying to find ways in which we can 
both continue to tell our story and 
request assistance more often from 
the friends of the college.

I have asked that a copy of the 
alumni survey be placed in the 
library and urge all of you to glance 
through it.

The editors of The Moon have 
extended to me the opportunity to 
write a column to students periodi
cally and I am pleased to be able to 
avail myself of that chance. I would 
like to turn my column into a 
question and answer format and 
ask you to submit your questions to 
the editors of The Moon. Have a 
very good semester.

expects the ground breaking for the 
library to take place by May or July 
of next year. The president said 
that all but 900,000 dollars of the 
2.8 million necessary for the library 
is in hand and that the building will 
be located to the west of the music 
building in what is now the lowers’ 
parking lot. He did not say how the 
school would alleviate the parking 
problems caused by a new building 
but did acknowledge that there 
would be problems.

Other topics discussed were:

Condominiums - The president 
said the condominiums will con
tinue to be built at the rate of six or 
seven units a year. The limit to the 
project is apparently 56 units. The 
president said that St. John’s owns 
the meadow and will probably use 
that land for educational purposes, 

continued on page 5

Polity Elections
continued from page 1
shall be spent before the new Polity 
projected first semester budget 
convenes."

******* *******

STUDENT INSTRUCTION
COMMITTEE NOMINATIONS

The Student Polity is also 
seeking nominations to fill empty 
spots on the Student Instruction 
Committee. Committee member
ship Includes four seniors, three 
juniors, and one sophomore. 
Appointment are for the entire time 
that one is a student at St. John’s 
in Santa Fe. This year, appoint
ments will be made from among the 
nominees by the Student Polity.
You may nominate yourself. There 
are one senior, two junior, and one 
sophomore slots open for appoint
ment. For more information on the 
Student Instruction Committee and 
its responsibilities please speak 
with any of the Incumbent mem
bers: Olivia Neel [junior], Eric 
Poppele (senior), Lael Gold [senior], 
or Watt Alexander [senior]. Nomi
nations should be made in writing 
to Watt Alexander via Campus Mall.
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Tutors, Staff Receive Salary Increase
by Owen Jones

The Board of Visitors and Gov
ernors gave the official seal of ap
proval to the first Increase In Santa 
Fe tutor's salaries In two years at Its 
July Board meeting. Financial belt- 
tightening, required by the Board, 
had resulted In the College's 
Inability to give any employee on 
the western campus a raise In the 
Intervening year. Employees other 
than tutors In Santa Fe received 
little or no raise again this year.
This raise brings the disparity In 
pay between Santa Fe and Annapo
lis, where employees have received 
raises both years, to around 5% for 
tutors while leaving It closer to 10% 
for other employees. The disparity 
exists as a result of the structure of 
the College, which completely 
separates the finances of the two 
campuses. Both campuses have 
been required to submit balanced 
budgets to the Board at the Annual 
meeting In April for the last two 
years this requirement has forced

the Santa Fe campus, with an $8 
million endowment compared to 
Annapolis's $20 million endowment, 
to reduce many expenditures and 
put a cap on most others. The 
Santa Fe budget submitted In April 
did not Include the raises, but 
President Rlccards told the Board 
that he hoped to be able to make 
the raises effective In July. Based 
largely on the new Income from a 
student body for the first time 
approaching msixlmum size for the 
campus, Mr. Rlccards was able to 
submit the raises to the Board In 
July and the Board passed the 
amendment to the Santa Fe budget. 
Since the source of the Income that 
produced this year's raise (In
creased enrollment) has been 
exhausted of possible further 
Increase, a question remains of 
whether Mr Rlccards wlU be able to 
Include another raise In next year's 
budget.

Annapolis submitted a revised 
budget In July that Included a 
deficit for that campus and the 
Board passed the amended budget.

The Board was told that, despite a 
large student exodus from Annapo
lis to Santa Fe for the second 
consecutive year, the Armapolls 
campus was full as well.

President Rlccards requested 
permission from the Board to start 
a large capital fund-raising cam
paign. He has repeatedly presented 
plans, some of which have been 
heavily criticized, to Increase the 
western endowment. Although his 
schedule was not accepted, the 
Board suggested that the two 
campuses should begin to plan a 
Joint campaign. The Annapolis 
administration has resisted this 
campaign In the past because the 
financing for the Mellon and 
McDowell construction projects had 
not been completed as quickly as 
expected.

President Rlccards reported to 
the Board that he had raised 
pledges worth $1.9 million towards 
the $3 million needed for a llbraiy. 
(Another two hundred thousand 
has been raised since July.)

Skinner Endorses Eastern Studies
by Terl Duncan

Mr. E. Skinner Joined the St. 
John's community In 1965 upon 
completion of his masters degree In 
classical philosophy from Princeton 
University. In addition to his work 
with the college, he has been 
extremely active In Paldela, a 
program founded by Mortimer 
Adler. He Is also Interested In the 
study of Eastern philosophy and 
consequently proposes the Intro
duction of a graduate program In 
Eastern thought.

Paldela Is a program designed 
to Introduce the Great Books Idea 
as well as the seminar approach to 
learning Into the educational 
process of certain Chicago school 
systems. St. John's tutors lead 
seminars for the teachers and 
administrators of these schools, 
who In turn attempt to Integrate 
these Ideas Into classroom studies. 
The hope Is that by actively partici
pating In their education, students 
will gain the confidence needed to

overcome the obstacles presented 
by life In Chicago ghettos, and 
continue to study beyond the 
required high school level. Even 
more optimistically, the administra
tors hope that by opening up the 
avenues of communication, they 
will be able to gain some control 
over gang violence which dominates 
their schools.

In 1986 Mr. Skinner spent a 
year on sabbatical touring India 
and Tibet. He traveled not only as a 
tourist but also as a student of 
religion and philosophy, being 
particularly Interested in the 
teachings of Gandhi and the 
influence of these teachings on 
Indian life today. To enhance 
further his understanding of 
Gandhi, and of Indian philosophy in 
general, he spent time In various 
Buddhist and Hindu monasteries, 
studying not only the religious 
doctrines of these sects, but also 
the relationship between major 
Eastern and Western philosophers.

As a result of this comparison

between Eastern and Western 
thought, Mr. Skinner Joined a group 
of tutors and administrators at St. 
John's who have proposed the 
Introduction of a graduate program 
In Eastern philosophy. As most are 
aware, there is a complete absence 
of Eastern writers on the reading 
list of both undergraduate and 
graduate programs. Mr. Skinner 
attributes this fact to the almost 
total unavailability of translated 
texts of Eastern philosophy at the 
time of the formation of the St. 
John's curriculum. Since then, the 
introduction of new readings would 
necessitate the deletion of presently 
Included texts in the already loaded 
program.

Mr. Skinner's approach to 
language also has been influenced 
by Eastern philosophy. Although 
he believes the content of foreign 
literature can be extremely valu

able to us, he fears we are missing 
something by focusing so heavily on 
translations, rather than first

continued on page 5
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Guile Aids In Preservation Of 
Menominee Indian Language

by Ange Mlinko
Somewhere in northeastern 

Wisconsin, on the Menominee 
Indian reservation, the combination 
of time and weather is smoothing 
down a boulder known as “Spirit 
Rock" while, with equal indifference, 
human progress is smoothing out 
the increasingly homogeneous milk 
of our society. The two forces, to 
the endangered Menominee p>eople, 
are one.

Mr. Timothy Guile spent six 
years with these Indians in between 
working in southern Africa (1974- 
79) and coming to St. John’s as a 
tutor in 1986. He continues his 
work with them in the summers as 
a “conduit between the elders and 
the school kids." He explains that 
the notion of the Spirit Rock quite 
literally symbolizes the spirit of the 
tribe and when it finally diminishes 
to nothing so will the Menomlnees 
have ceased to exist.

A culture may have the endur
ance of stone, but only language, 
that frail thing, metes its power: 
“Culture is encapsulated in a 
language," Mr. Guile asserts, “When 
the language dies, the culture won’t 
be far behind.” What he does is 
transcribe the tales and folk sayings 
of oral tradition as related to him in 
Menominee by the elders, then 
teaches those myths, again in 
Menominee, to native school

continued from page 4

experiencing the sounds and 
appearance of the unadulterated 
text. As Mr. Skinner says, “It is 
really hard for people to see French 
and Greek for what they are, a 
verbal experience. Foreign lan
guage is very much like poetry.”
For Mr. Skinner poetry can be 
beautiful. Independent of meaning.

This particular approach to 
language has fueled considerable 
controversy within the classroom.
In his sophomore language tutorial, 
an in-depth translation of the Iliad 
(almost word by word) has replaced 
the rapid translation employed by 
other classes. Although some

children who have grown up 
speaking English and who have all 
but lost the traditional values of 
their tribe.

“ There’s a gap between the 
generations,” Mr. Guile observes, 
sitting back in his chair, “the 
younger ones are reprimanded for 
not knowing the traditions, what 
animals they shouldn’t kill or tease 
and why... folk sayings, like ‘If you 
kill a spider, it will rain.’”

The Menominee language in 
Algonqulan, and entirely oral.
When Mr. Guile transcribes it, he 
does so in the English alphabet, 
phonetically. An entire wall of his 
office is bricked in with books of the 
subjects of phonetics and linguis
tics.

There are distinctive aspects of 
the Menominee language, and Mr. 
Guile sees a relationship between 
those features and the spiritual 
outlook of the tribe. For Instance, 
instead of the more common 
masculine-feminine distinction, 
sounds are divided between ani
mate and inanimate. The animate 
class is not exclusive to men, 
women, and animals and plants, 
but encompasses rocks, earth, 
bread, and pipes. Thus the lan
guage directly reflects the religious 
concepts of the tribe. Concepts that 
may very well die when the lan
guage does.

students find this approach to be 
enlightening and Instrumental in 
the development of a love of lan
guage, others feel the purpose of 
first semester sophomore language 
is neglected. The question is 
whether a proficiency in Greek 
translation is more or less of a 
priority than an understanding of 
the techniques of language and an 
appreciation of its beauty.

If you are Interested in lan
guage, Paldeia, travel or study in 
India, or the introduction of an 
Eastern philosophy program, 1 
strongly recommend dropping a 
note to Mr. Skinner, who would be 
more than willing to discuss any or 
all of these topics with you.

Although there hasn’t been an 
outward show of hostility in 13 
years, the erosion of language and 
culture swells the current of anger 
that runs through many Menom- 
inees, both elders and youths. The 
prevalent philosophy is one of 
fatalism - the fatalism of the 
dwindling Spirit Rock, for which 
there is no preservation from the 
open elements.

Before his experience with the 
Menomlnees, Mr. Guile worked in 
educational capacities in South

continued on page 7

Proposals
continued from page 3
perhaps for more dorms.

Land in Monterey - The school has 
been given 1100 acres of land in 
two parcels in the Monterey/Salinas 
area of California, but the title is 
under litigation. Apparently the 
family of the man who donated the 
land is arguing that he was not in a 
sound state of mind at the time of 
the writing of the will. If St. John’s 
does not utilize the property by 
1991 we will lose it. If we do get the 
land, the president would like to 
sell it to beef up our endowment.

Opinions about the cmriculum -
The president said that upon 
graduating from St. John’s “one has 
the best undergraduate education 
available”. He does, however, think 
that the program should be widened 
to Include history and art, adding 
that hlstoiy has already been put in 
the G.I. program. Mr. Rlccards 
would like us to keep in mind the 
historical perspective in which each 
of the books takes place.

The president clearly enjoyed 
sjjeaklng of the accomplishments 
and needs of the college. As 
students, our primary task is to 
partake in the curriculum, but 
being the closest to the program, we 
also have the responsibility of 
looking after its health. Rather 
than voicing frustrations with the 
administration as Saga small talk, 
why not take it to the tower?

Skinner's Eastern Studies
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Betrayed Conflates Racial Issues
by George Popham

I really wonder how I got myself
into this. Already In the unenviable 
position of a film critic, I Just had to 
go and make matters worse by 
selecting a film of such topical 
subject matter that 1 couldn’t 
possible review it without also 
having to play the role of a social 
critic. I don’t think this would have 
been that big a deal had Betrayed 
turned out to be a good film; 1 really 
was expecting a good film. 1 admit 1 
had heard some things about it; 1 
knew it had something to do with 
an amiable bunch of good ol’ boys 
who drink a lot of beer, listen to 
country music, tend their crops, 
and get together on FYlday nights to 
bum crosses and hang innocent 
minorities. It occurred to me that 
this might not be so difficult; 1 
mean everyone hates racists don’t 
they? How could 1 go wrong? So I 
loaded my pen with twelve gauge 
shells and armed myself with all the 
righteous indignation 1 could 
muster. Now, 1 know this was not 
the most objective approach in the 
world, but it was just too much fun 
to indulge myself, and why not? 
After all, 1 am an open minded, 
liberal, aspiring Intellectual and 
there’s nothing in the world 1 
should enjoy more than sniping at 
those backwards nasties, those 
bible thumping, chaw spitting, 
hillbilly white supremacists. This, I 
thought, would be easy picking, a 
simple matter of lauding the movie 
for rebuking the racists, and in the 
course of doing so maybe even 
bathing myself in the glow of 
enlightened humanism. 1 almost 
didn’t need to see the film. Or so 1 
thought. . .

The story begins in an idyllic 
rural community somewhere in the 
bread basket/blble belt of America. 
Debra Winger is a traveling combine 
driver named Katie, and Tom 
Berenger is a widowed farm owner 
named Gary. It isn’t very long, 
however, before we find out that 
Katie is actually a federal agent 
investigating Gary. At first, she 
thinks the investigation is ground

less, and so, against her better 
judgement allows herself to become 
involved with Gary. While all this is 
going on, the film almost too clearly 
illustrates for us that times are 
tough for the farmers, that they are 
looking for something, or someone, 
to blame for their troubles. So, we 
begin to find out that these dis
tressed gentlefolk are dangerous 
people. This is established through 
a never-ending stream of heavy 
handed stereotypes and cliches. 
First, we find out that Gary is an 
ex-marine who still seems to be 
fighting the Vietnam war. He also 
expresses his fondness for his 
mother’s white cake by saying,
“Best white cake in the whole white 
world." This guy even names his 
dog after Ronald Reagan. But the 
allusions to dangerously close 
minded conservatism don’t stop 
with Gary. In fact, a large portion 
of the town seems to share the 
same Ideology, even the preacher in 
the local house of God talks about 
how America is going to the dogs 
and insists that his congregation of 
WASPs are actually the lost tribes of 
Israel and therefore God’s chosen 
people. 'This is especially interest
ing considering that these folks are 
very worried about the other tribe of 
Israel which they refer to as “kikes," 
and whom they hold responsible for 
a group called “the Zionist occupa
tional government and their nigger 
police.” But that’s not all; these 
farmers are also really mad at the 
chinks, WOPs, gooks, spies, rag 
heads, and fags, and the film spares 
us no worn out cliche in expressing 
the views of the town folk as 
frequently and offensively as 
f)ossible. To be sure, there is 
cannon fodder aplenty for the 
liberal in all of us.

For some reason, Katie thinks 
this is all harmless talk, and the 
film hints that she may be blinded 
by the fact that she is falling in love 
with Gary. This is almost believ
able, but only because of Debra 
Winger’s convincing performance, 
which was one of the few saving 
graces of the film. So Katie has no

real suspicions about Gary until he 
asks her to go “hunting" with him. 
Katie doesn’t much care for hunting 
but finally, after much begging, 
consents to go. Any Interest Katie 
might have had in Gary goes up in 
a cloud of smoke when Gary hands 
her an automatic weapKin and sa)rs, 
“I love you Katie, and there can’t be 
nothin’ between us. You got to 
know everything." At this point, a 
car drives up and a poor black man 
is yanked out, untied, given a gun, 
told he has ten bullets, and given 
thirty seconds to run for it. Then 
Gary, Katie, and a mob of good ol’ 
boys, including the town sheriff 
hunt this fellow down in a very 
disturbing scene that borders on 
the melodramatic, complete with 
the wretched black man begging for 
his life and being gunned down at 
point blank range. But this is all 
just recreation for the bad guys, 
who are part of a nation-wide 
network of bad guys; they have 
computers, hit lists, and conspira
cies to throw the nation into 
turmoil. In addition to this they go 
to a summer camp in Montana at 
some white supremacist headquar
ters up in the hills, which is more 
or less a twisted sort of special 
forces training for the whole family. 
There is even a scene which depicts 
Gary’s young daughter at target 
practice, firing away at afro-headed 
silhouettes.

Right up to, and Including this 
point in the film 1 was still rather 
enjoying the self-righteous revulsion 
1 was feeling for the bad guys, but 
then one of Katie’s F.B.l. contacts in 
Chicago (the good guys) assassi
nates one of the bad guys who was 
on to Katie’s true identity. He 
vaunts over the victory, saying of 
the experience, “it felt like scraping 
something off my shoe." The 
audience at the theater really 
seemed to enjoy this, and 1 began to 
get this strange inkling that some
thing wasn’t right. 1 found myself 
hoping that somewhere along the 
line the film would begin to develop 
the idea that maybe the good guys 

continued on page 7
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First Seminar Induces Nicotine Fit
by UiUei Raplan---------------------------
8:05 There are not happy, 
smiling faces around this table. 
These kids don’t look like college 
students, they look like men and 
women Just condemned to life in the 
Bastille-confusion reigns. The 
outlook is grim and ugly. What this 
seminar really needs is tutors like 
Charo and Jimmy Page and maybe 
about 5 kegs of thick dark beer. 
Then and only then would these 
people be happy to be here.

8:35 We’re sputtering. One 
shmuck Insists on badly misquoting 
the book, one rambles on about 
some Buddhist party of God trip, 
one lectures about how Aristotle

continued from page 6
weren’t all that different from the 
bad guys, or maybe that the 
problem wasn’t as black and white 
as it appeared. It was at this point 
in the fUm that I floimdered in 
confusion, because I was no longer 
able to identify with the good guys.
I don’t claim to know the solutions 
to the many complex problems that 
come of racism, but the only 
solution offered by the makers of 
this film sounded dangerously like a 
declaration of war. 'There were 
vague hints that somewhere along 
the line the director may have given 
this idea some thought as well. Un
fortunately, it is probably more 
lucrative to be sensational and so 
Instead of presenting the problem of 
racial hatred as the complex 
dilemma it is, the film uses lynch 
mob psychology to appeal to the

could put his pants on two legs at a 
time, and the rest of us sit and 
stare off into the distance 
dumbfounded that we’re paying 
$16,000 a year for this. Isn’t prison 
free?

9:05 And the coralbrain at the 
end of the table has finally been 
made to shut up. Things are 
looking up. We’re redundant, but 
at least it’s a good idea we’re 
repeating over and over again.

9:35 A tense 30 minutes. The 
oysterhead at the end of the table 
almost brought these usually 
passive people to an extreme act of 
violence. You could see the blood- 
lust in their eyes as he babbled

audiences emotions. Which is 
really too bad because otherwise 
this film might have addressed 
some very real, very disturbing 
problems.

The film continues to develop 
itself with some suspense, and the 
stoiy Itself was not a bad idea I just 
feel that the film was irresponsible 
with the subject matter. I don’t 
personalty claim to know how much 
of what was depicted was actually 
true, but I do know that if only a 
small fraction of it was then there 
are some very frightening ideologies 
out there, and that America has 
regressed somewhat from any 
progress that may have been made 
by the civil rights movement of the 
sixties. However I would just as 
soon leave those problems to be 
grappled with by better minds than 
those in Hollywood.

idiocy bordering on the communica
tive powers of whalesong. He was 
finally put down again (like a 
redheaded step-child I might add) 
and we’ve once again returned (11/ 
2 hours later) to the opening idea. 
On a personal note, there are

continued on page 8

Menominees
continued from page 5
Africa and Nambla. Effecting a 
social change with language among 
Indians seems easy in comparison 
to the situation on the seething 
foreign continent, where “fyou just 
can’t make] a radlczd change 
without being involved in fringe 
politics and getting a beatmg.”

An while a push in the progres
sive direction is just what South 
Africa needs, the vigorous erasure 
of definitions between peoples is 
what alarms those in the U.S. 
Assimilation may not be an evil in 
Itself, but the unique ideas and 
beliefs of a sector tend to get 
pasteurized in the process of “going 
mainstream".

So the Spirit Rock is grinding 
down; do we care? If we are the 
type of people who Invest any
thing—a human, a tree, a book or 
an idea—^wlth spirit, we should 
care.

“What of the saying, ’If you kill 
a spider, it will rain’?" Mr. Guile 
leans forward in his chair. “Is it 
only superstition? You should 
wonder how these two different 
things got connected in the Minom- 
Inee mind. You should wonder.
Isn’t that what philosophy is? And 
what this school is about?"

If the riddles and poems of 
Menominee philosophers and 
prophets are dismissed now as 
superstition, will a future age, 
cemented in the proofs of science, 
discredit the poets and thinkers 
kept alive in schools like St. John’s? 
Will our kind, too, die out? We 
should wonder. We, who comprise 
less than 800 students of the Great 
Books between two campuses. We 
should wonder.

-------- Rare Bear--------
1303 Cerrilos Road 988-3531 
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Film Society
Courtesy of the Film Society
Saturday, September 17: Masterful 
Suspense

7:00 pm: Charade
1963 - Directed by Stanley Donen - 
1 hr 53 mins - Color 
Audrey Hepburn is a lovely woman 
being pursued by three murderous 
rogues who believe she knows the 
whereabouts of a hoard of gold 
stolen by her late husband. Cary 
Grant is her handsome and myste
rious protector, but we’re not sure 
he isn’t after the gold himself. 
Charade combines chilling sus
pense with Hitchcock-esque direc
tion, wit, and comedy to produce an 
excellent — and satisfying — 
mystery film.

9:15 pm: North By Northwest
Hitchcock made hugely entertaining 
films for more than fifty years;
North By Northwest is perhaps his 
most susjDenseful and entertaining 
picture. Unsuspecting business
man Cary Grant is mistaken for a 
spy by secret agent James Mason; 
the beautiful E^ra Marie Saint is 
caught between them. One of 
Hitchcock’s personal favorites, the 
tension never lets up from the film’s 
first moment to the final edit. Truly 
the work of a master.

Saturday, September 24: A Child’s- 
Efye View

7:00 pm: Sugar Cane Alley
1983 - Martinique - Written and 
Directed by Euzhan Palcy - 1 hr 43 
mins - Color Reminiscent of the 
early masterpieces of Jean Renoir 
and Vittorio De Sica, Sugar Cane 
Alley establishes Euzhan Palcy as a 
major new filmmaking talent. Set 
in Martinique in 1931, a bright, 
sweetly opportunistic young boy 
comes of age as he learns to recon
cile the value of his shanty-town 
roots with the educational opportu
nities that beckon him to the big 
city. The film is a blend of artful 
casualness with unsentimental 
humanism and clear-eyed social

Previews Upcoming Flicks
consciousness, and a story of rare 
beauty. Subtitled.

The Red Balloon
1962 - France - Directed by Albert 
Lamorlsse - 34 mins - Color 
This famous fantasy of the world of 
childhood has Immense charm and 
rare imagination. A young boy 
rescues and befriends a red balloon 
which has a life of its own. Delight
ful!

9:15 pm: Spirit of the Beehive
1974 - Spain - Directed by Victor 
Erlce - 1 hr 35 mins - Color 
Back by request. Spirit of the 
Beehive is one of the most haunting 
films ever made about children. 
Anna Torrent, possibly, the most 
striking child ever filmed, gives an 
unforgettable performance as Anna,

Nicotice Fit
continued from page 7 
extremely dark clouds on the 
horizon. My current nicotine attack 
has me in a vice-like grip. 1 would 
gladly kill and eat my 8-year-old 
cousin for one drag off a three-day- 
old beer-soaked Camel butt.

9:45 1 am absolutely crying for a
cigarette. Nothing means more to 
me. Not his book, not this school, 
not this Incredibly beautiful girl 
sitting next to me. NOTHING! If 
atomic war were to happen right 
now at least I might get a whiff of 
the pack of smokes in my shirt 
fiocket as they were Instantly 
Incinerated.

9:55 If I don’t get a smoke in 5 
minutes, I’m ripping the rock brain 
at the end of the table to shreds! I’ll 
drink his blood! I’ll gnaw on his 
bones! It’ll be a scene not seen 
since some nut walked into a 
McDonald’s in San Ylsldro, Califor
nia, and opened fire when they lost 
his fries.

10:05 No jury would convict me.
10:15 "KILL THE HEAD AND THE 
BODY WILL DIE!" - H.S. Thomson

a lonely little girl who enters a world 
of fantasy when she sees a Frank
enstein movie and falls in love with 
the monster. This award-winning 
film is a portrait of isolation within 
a family, and a mood-piece on 
whatever level one perceives it. 
Subtitled.

"Bronze firom anear by gold 
from afar heard steel from 
anear hoofs ring from afar 
heard steel hoofs ring hoof 
ring steel. .

" James Joyce 
Ulysses

Notice from the Editors 
The Moon recognizes a 

deep responsibility to provide 
the St. John’s College commu
nity with a truly open forum. 
AU articles, therefore, will be 

accepted for consideration, and 
only those that are legally 

actionable will not be printed. 
We also reserve the right to edit 

the grammar of any submis
sion. We understand that we 

run the risk of publishing 
articles that our readers may 
find objectionable, either in 

style or content. We hope that 
those readers who are strongly 
effected by any article, whether 
impressed or scandalized, will 

take the time to write a letter to 
the editor. Please address all 

articles, letters to the editor, or 
other material to The Moon. 
Mall it through the campus 

mail.

All submissions should be 
typed or neatly printed, double 
spaced, and sent via campus 

mail to The Moon. The 
deadline for the next issue is 

September 20th.
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