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The Universe in Finnegans Wake

• 54.23 “univalse”: “I call our univalse to witness” 
• 231.2 “juniverse”: “the first rattle of his juniverse” 
• 410.17: “umniverse”: “where on dearth or in the 
miraculous meddle of this expending umniverse” 
• 607.11: “anniverse”: “The first and last rittlerattle 
of the anniverse”



Universe-related ideas in FW

•18.36-19.1 “When a part so ptee does duty 
for the holos” 
•254.26 “cycloannalism, from space to space, 
rime after time, in various phases of 
scripture as in various poses of sepulture”



Einstein 1

•149.28 “Winestain”



Einstein 2

•305.6 “Eyeinstye”



James Joyce, Finnegans Wake I.1 

“riverrun, past Eve and Adam’s, from swerve of 
shore to bend of bay, brings us by a commodius 
vicus of recirculation back to Howth Castle and 
Environs”
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A book of rivers
riverrun, past Eve and Adams… FW 3.1 

A river runs out of Eden Genesis 2:6 

river > rio (Spanish) 

rio  (Italian) > evil  

reo (Italian) > guilty 

 



Caos + order (kosmos)

•118.21 “chaosmos”



In the beginning was the world (John 1:1)

•378.29 “In the buginning was the 
woid” 



ADALINE GLASHEEN, “A SECOND CENSUS OF FINNEGANS 
WAKE” 

•“Finnegans Wake is wilfully obscure. It was 
conceived as obscurity, it was executed as 
obscurity, it is about obscurity”. 

•Joyce in Ulysses 3: “You find my words dark. 
Darkness is in our souls, do you not think”.



De Umbris Idearum, Giordano Bruno (the 
Nolan)

Umbra profunda sumus 

Shadow: the space we inhabit 

Shadow of darnkess / Shadow of light 

Shadows of ideas to be connected through 
the art of memory



Shaun’s dream AND THE NOLAN, FW III.1
404.9--13 
And lo, mescemed somewhat came of the noise and 
somewho might amove allmurk. Now, 'twas as clump, 
now mayhap. When look, was light and now'twas as 
flasher, now moren as the glaow. Ah, in unlitness 'twas 
in very similitude, bless me, 'twas his belted lamp! 
Whom we dreamt was a shaddo  
*** 
Meseem’d (Shem) 
Amove: to set in motion + to remove (+ not move?) 
Images of light 
Shadow: El Shaddai (The Almighty in Hebrew)



“athome” - FW 434.3 / 446.35 and 
elsewhere in different forms.



“athome”  
>  

“Adam” - FW 3.1 / 21.6 and elsewhere



“athome”  
>  

“Adam”  
>  

a dam, a dame, a madam: (“Damadam” FW 
18.30 / “madameen” FW 21.6 and elsewhere



Seventh? Eighth?

Adam and Eve 
> 

“atoms and ifs” - FW 455.17



A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man

“Then went to college. Other wrangle with 
little roundhead rogue’s eye Ghezzi. This 
time about Bruno the Nolan. Began in Italian 
and ended in pidgin English. He said Bruno 
was a terrible heretic. I said he was terribly 
burned. ”



”The Bruno Philosophy”  
Daily Express, October 30, 1903.  

“A Dominican monk, a gipsy professor, a commentator 
of old philosophies and a deviser of new ones, a 
playwright, a polemist, a counsel for his own defence, 
and, finally, a martyr burned at the stake in the Campo 
dei Fiori” 

“…he becomes of the number of those who loftily do 
not fear to die. For us his vindication of the freedom of 
intuition must seem an enduring monument, and among 
those who waged so honourable a war, his legend must 
seem the most honourable, more sanctified…”



Stephen Hero
“The Italian lessons often extended beyond the 
hour and much less grammar and literature was 
discussed than philosophy. The teacher probably 
knew the doubtful reputation of his pupil … he was 
Italian enough to enjoy a game of belief and 
unbelief. He reproved his pupil once for an 
admiring allusion to the author of “The Triumphant 
Beast”. 
—You know, he said, the writer, Bruno, was a 
terrible heretic. 
—Yes, said Stephen, and he was terribly burned.”



John Toland (pantheism)

Toland / Nolan



BRUNO IN THE WAKE

«Nolan» (50.05) 
«Father San Browne» (50.18)  
«Padre Don Bruno» (50.19)  
«Nolans Brumans» (93.01)  
«Nayman of Noland» (187.28)  
«brune in brume» (271.21) 
«Senior Nowno and Senior Brolano» (567.32), 



John Toland

Christianity Not Mysterious 1696 

Landed in Dublin in 1697 (to land?) 

Browne > Bruno > Bishop Browne



JOHN FLORIO

Real person, as well as a fictional character in Bruno’s 
Ash Wednesday’s Dinner 

Author of:  
First Fruites 
Second Frutes 
A Worlde of Wordes 
Queen Anne’s New World of Words



FLORIO’S ”QUEEN ANNE’S NEW WORLD 
OF WORDS”



TO MULTIPLIE IN INFINITIE

FINNEGANS WAKE: 

404.36-405.1 

…and may his hundred thousand welcome 
stewed letters, relayed wand postchased, 
multiply, ay faith, and plultiply!



GIORDANO BRUNO, DE IMMENSO 1591

• In relation to the universe, you cannot 
state that you are at the center and not in 
some other place, for it is evident that all 
around, equally, and everywhere, an 
infinite space is opened, containing 
infinite stars and worlds.



wor(L)ds without end

• FW 4.19 “immarginable”


