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GRADE INFLATION 

EAST LANSING, MI {CPS) -- Despite 
indi~ ~ tions from individual campuses 
that ac ainistrators and faculty members 
are su ;cessfully fighting grade inflation, 
a national study of college grades 
just released here contends that grade 
point averages are not declining at 
a very rapid .rate. 

Arvo E. Juola, who conducts an annual 
survey of grading trends for Michigan 
State University, says that while averages 
may have stopped rising, they may start 
going up again. 

Juola's report shows that the national 
grade point average {GPA) for fall, 1978-
79 was 2.72, compared to 2.719 the year 
before. In 1960, though, the national 
average was 2.28. "The recent fall in GPA 
is minute in comparison to the 14 years of 
rising GPA," Juola wrote in his report. 

Administrators and faculty members have 
long fretted that rising grade point averages 
and the increasingly frequent bestowal of 
academic honors were cheapening the 
value of college educations. A number of 
academic organizations began in 1974 -- the 
first year Juola studied grade levels --
to impose stricter grading standards. 

A College Press Service report of Sep
tember, 1979 found that the most common 
weapon against grade inflation was the 
administratively mandated grade distribution. 

For instance, only a certain percentage 
of students in any one class could receive 
the top grade . 

The results so far have been mixed. The 
composite GPA at the University of Rochester 
for example fell from an astounding 3.0 in 
1974 to an improved but still amazingly-high 
2.9 in 1978. 

University of Missouri-Rolla faculty 
members worked fall, 1979 averages down to 
2.62, the lowest since 1971. 

At the University of Hawaii-Manca, where 
A's had been the most common grade given 
since 1971, administrators have forced 
decreases in the last three years. Twenty
nine percent of last fall's liberal arts 
majors got A's nevertheless. 

Nationally, freshmen's grades are lower. 
A January, 1980 UCLA study discovered that 
nearly a third of last year's freshmen 
had GPAs at 3.0 or under. That's a minor 
increase from 1978. 

The inability of some institutions to 
roll back GPAs has turned Michigan 
State's Juola into a pessimist. He be
lieves GPAs nationally may start back up 
again soon because faculty members, 
under unprecedented pressures to capture 
or hold onto the declining number of 
tenured positions, may tend to grade 
more easily to hold onto students. 



3-
Announcements 

Dear Colleagues, 

Mr. John Blackmore is a historian of science, more particularly 
of physics, whose most important work in print is a book on the 
life, work, and influence of Ernst Mach. He will soon have published 
a book called The Epistemological Assumotions of ~our Great Physicists: 
Galileo Newton, Planck, and Einstein. He has most recently completed 
three years as a Visiting Research Scholar at Cambridge University 
in the History and Philosophy of Science Department, and he is currently 
engaged in research and teachinq at the Smithsonian Institute. 
Mr. Blackmore has also taught in the Claremont Colleges and in the 
University of California at Santa Cruz. 

Mr. Blackmore's interests, however, are not confined to the 
history of sciences. He describes a book in progress, The Gibraltar 
Dialogues. 

period. 

In my latest book, The Gibraltar Dialogues, I have 
attempted to sketch a world view which combines an indirect 
epistemology similar to that of many scientists such as 
Galileo, Newton, Planck, and Einstein with a volition
oriented philosophy of life which emphasizes the defence 
and development of what I hope are the best features of 
human civilization. 

I anticipate an instructive lecture and stimulating question 

OPERA 

Sincerely yours, 

Edward G. Sparrow 
Dean 

If any student is interested in going to 
the dress rehea.rsal of the opera Don Giovanni 
on Tuesday, February 17, at the Annapolis High 
School on Riva Road, please sign up in the 
Assistant Deans' Office. 

KWP 

Auditions for Bernard Shaw's 
Arm and the ~an, a comedy, will be 
held Feb. 10, at 8:30, and Feb. 11 

The deadline for signing up will be 
Friday, February 13. 

at 7:15 in the conversation room in 
1".iel lon. See Nathan Rosen for detai 1 s. 
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Spo.rts 
MEN'S by Bryce Jacobsen 

VOLLEYBALL ••• Feb. 4 

Druids d. Spartans(l5-5, 15-5, 15-13 , 15-
8) •. Most of us expected another cliff
hanger, like last time ••• but it never hap
pened. The Druid B's won easily. Then the 
Spartan A's fought back to a 13-13 tie, af
ter being well behind all of the game. But 
they couldn't capitalize on this fine e f 
fort. That seemed to take the starch out 
of them. They were listless and uninspir
ing in the last game, which the Druids won 
handily. 

This gives the title to the Druids. The 
Spartans can still clinch second place by 
winning their last g~me, against the Green
waves. But who knows •• • maybe The Gods will 
help the Waves this wee~. 

LEAGUE STANDINGS: 

Basketball W L TP Volle~ball w L TP 

Druids 5 0 15 Druids 7 1 22 
Hustlers 4 1 13 Spartans 5 2 17 
Guardians 2 2 8 Guardians 3 3 12 
Spartans 1 4 7 Hustlers 2 5 11 
Greenwaves 0 5 5 Greenwaves 0 6 6 

THIS WEEK'S SCHEDULE: 

Volleyball ••• Wed. 4:00 Hustlers-Guardians 
Thurs. 4:00 Greenwaves-Spartans 

Mon,16th) 4:00 Greenwaves-Guardians 

Basketball ••• sat. 1:30 Greenwaves-Hustlers 
3:00 Guardians-Druids 

THE GADFLY STAFF 

Ch.a.Jll.ot;te. BMham Vuke. Hu.ghu 
Tli..cil Campbell - E~Jt Peggy Kemp 

, Jona;than Ede.1.man Kwr.;t ScJwleJL 
Eml s. GugeJL Aile.n Speight 
Hazen Hammel Vanna. Wilio n 
Ann HMfli~ Ao,{, YamamuJUt 

THE GADFLY i..).; p!U.Yt-te.d ,in the. St John' ,6 

College. p!U.YLt .ohop by: 
Ch!r.l6 Colby & c~ Ma.!tR 


