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Tl-11S 
WEEK 

CO-OP MEETING 

Tuesday Feb. 20lli in Rm. 141 at 4:30 pm 

Bring: Checks, Calculators, Back order 
sheets, & Credit/debit slips 

Harry Golding will be selling pepper
corns, anise, and bayleaves before the 
meeting starts .. 

- Rick Campbell 

SPECIAL CONCERT 

Helen Stephenson, soprano 
Frank Conlon, piano 

8:15 pm 
Tonight (Feb. 18) 

Great Hall 

Til.e program will include songs composed 
by David Stephenson to the poetyr of 
Heine, as well as works by Mozart, Cesti, 
Faure, and Richard Strauss. 

-Elizabeth Bolotin 
Music Librarian 

't5~Strut
Co~ ffie, 9oc~ 

We, ~~ one(, .$e(L ~ 

TUESDAY 

~3-0377 
C,3(,- 51 d.8 

Presentation on Alcohol in 
sation Room at 4:30 pm. 

Talk given by Paulette Clem of "Ope 
Door", a local agency concerned wit 
drug abuse. 

TwO MORE students are needed to be 

ushers for the Sat., F~b. 24lli perfo 
ance of the Maryland Ballet. Pleas 
call me on Tuesday between 2-3 
you wish to render assistance, 
also see the performance FREE. 

- Ingrid Miller 
College Relations 

s 
k will be 
last reg
issue be-

i 
THE STl'DENT WHKL Y OF ST. JOHN'S COLLF.GE 

The Polity Court is all but dead. 
Two causes can be found for this near-death.. One is that 

students do not think: that they should regulate 
Instead students rely on the Administration to 
and resolve their difficulties There is then 
business for the Court 

themselves .. 
police them 
little 

The second cause is student attitude toward the Court 
itself Students have little respect for the Court's abil
ities Whether this attitude results from failings 
students or of the Court the effect is that few 
seriously consider a case to Polity Court 

As most disputes at St John 1 s can be 
the problem of maintaining an to 
cult disputes is not immediate to us So the Court has 
existed for years unused but untroublesome. 

It io a ridiculous practice to the Court for ex-
treme cases however. Presently it is hard to know what 
is sufficiently extreme to warrant prosecution And even 
in the random cases when a complaint is made it is not 
clear that the Court can provide adequate solutions to 
extreme problems 

Here is the conclusion students do not regularly 
use the Court and its irre5ular use is a pretense of 
jmstice By this argument the Court ought to be dissolved 

us 
(previously a 

accountant) Jeff 
Patti (a 

tree) 
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lTTENTION: DON'T PAY THOSE CROOKS! 

If yo~ have ~omething that needs to be 
notarized (financial 'd f tu ai orms, tax re-

. rns, etc.)' I am a Notary Publ. d 
will t · ~ic an 

no arize the documents free of 
~harge. I relaize it's a little late 
for t~o~e of you who have alread 
turnea in your FAF's b t y th· · · ' u you can keep 

is in mind for the future. 

-Lisa Simeone 

wOMEN'S GRODP TO 
START 

A Women's group is t 
~ay, February 20th ando begin 
imately 10 weeks Th· meet 

* lS 
open once a2'a.in to S- group 
- 1 'I t 0 J Oh I un.y. his small n s 
o ort · group Will 

PP unity to di ''CU Pro 
demic difficult· o ss social an 

. ies as well 
mon interests of - as ot TI groups memb 

le group will b 1 ers 2 e ~ed b H . 
nd year graduate st d y eidi 

sity of Maryland Schu lent at the 
If 00 Of 0 

- you are interested in . ~J~ial 
group or if you have an J_oining 
drop a note w'th y ques 

l your pb 
mailbox 175 Con ) one number 
reach me at ~6-8- ~435~8pus Or you 

,__ -~ after 6 
. The deadline for notif . p.m. 
interest in the r , _Ying me of 
16th Q All . g oup will be Febru 

are welcome 
;;~ Mgro~p meets Tuesdays 4:00-5 

ens GrouE ·11 
to St John's studwit~ also be offe 
t 

en o. If 
erested in joinin you are 

note with g please drup off 
your phone number in . 

175. This group will b mailb 
f 

. e led by 
pro essional and · t a mal 
be contacted in erested students 

Attention 0ilver d G an old Souls: 
The Bookstore has b 

chase a large . een able to pur~ 
translated by 1~antBilty of The Re ubli 

an oom Th b 
are ref erred t b • ese ook 
"hurt" b k 0 y the publisher as 

o o s They 
damag1-- d 'Tl1,.. B are not use or 

- • ~1 e ookstor · 
them for $ 2 95 ( e is selling 

• reg. $ 5.75). 

OUR FRIEND 
THE 

0 TT£.~ 

(1cp5 - lC\) 

' by L__ J.12. Sen;or 

"":__ le D. K. 
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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

The deadline for submitting an 
application to transfer to Santa Fe is 
March 1. 

The Algebra and French Reading Knowledge 
Examinations will be given on Thursday 
February 22, at 1:30 p.m. Anyone who has 
not yet passed them should take them. The 
examinations will be distributed in the 
Dean 1 s Office and can be taken in the 
classrooms. The examinations are to be 
returned to the Dean's Office no later 

than 4:30 p.m. 

THE 
COLLE-GIAN 
STAFF PROFIL£5: 

COLLEGIAN printer, student 

Latest accomplishment: Made it to her 
room after 4 hours at a Chase-Stone party 

Interests: Cliff-diving, truth-seeking, 
and watching the Bionic Woman on TV 

11God, do we need more printers." 

Wendy is one of the people whose life 
has been radically improved by becom
ing a COLLEGifu~ printer. Wouldn't 
you like to learn this fascinating 
skill? Please? For more info, con
tact Wendy Tribulski, thru campus 
mail or at ext 29. 

(submitted by the EditoD) 

,(J ... 

a .. 
~ 

Sincerely yours, 

Edward G. Sparrow 
Dean 

~.~ 

47 WEST STREET 
ANNAPOLIS. MD 
21401 

o! 

SUMMER OPENINGS 

... g 

Two student assistants are 
needed this summer to work in the 
laboratory and to help generally 
with the summer program, which 
begins on the 11th of June and 
lasts for ten weeks. 

If you wish to apply, please 
send me a note in Cqre of the 
Assistant Deans Off ice before 
spring vacation. 

Samuel s. Kutler 



D 
Dear College Community, 

The next All-College Seminar will be 
on Sunday, the fourth of March, at 3 00 

The p.m. That means in the afternoon 
reading f ?r this seminar is from 
~th ~f Sisyphus by Albert Camus. 
. e~~ sBa whole passal of these books 
in e ookst~re and cheap, too Start 
on p~ge 3~ which is the beginning of th 
sec hon titled Absurd Re . " e R asoning .. 

ead straight through (i e all th ) 
un ti 1 y t t · e pages 

- ou ge o page 91 which is the 
e~d of the section titled "Th 
Sisyphus " Th t - e of 

. • en s op~ You may read the 
rest if you want to but ·tw 
of this seminar reading. lTh: notd~art 
all about suicide and fr• , rea ing is 

d eeaom and love 
~ what life's about and stuff S 
iously it's really quite good Aler-
we 11 prob bl so a y serve cocoa and cook· 
to the tame lion of Ma h . ies 
will a ( . re Sign-up sheets 

ppear as if by magic) in th C f 
fee Sho M e o -

p on onday. These sheets are 
for tutor~ too, so don't be shy. 

Love, 
Ser - type people 

---------------------~-

that the abolition of grades at St John's would make 
tor students here to gain admission "Go 

concessions must often be made to the 
must be asked when such concessions 

cost will we concede? The cost of is 
OJ.Jinion 
concerned as Mrs Schmidt seems to be that here tend 
I agree that due to the lack of clearly set out criteria 

well be more unfair grades given here than at other schools I 
that this i,s the case however and I not see any 

one could be absolutely sure about it 
I am concerned about is the effect that the 

has on what we do here Schmidt is corre in 
has only bt;en d.riven In fact many students would not 

to say that they work for grades consider this to be a 
attitude. Given the existence of grades at St John s are 

call it realistic" 
It might be argued. that classes are conducted here in such a way that it is 
sible for students to do well and get good grades without having to compete 
detract from the quality of class discussions This is the unrealistic 

itude There is a limited amount of time in each class and only one student 
talk at a time In a manner of speaking, each student takes up a certain 

unt of s~ace in each discussion Whether a student will use that space 
his benefit only or for the benefit of both himself and the class depends 

his motive for speaking. If he speaks because he ho~es to make a good im-
ession on the tutor he will necessarily a~proach the discussion with a set 
.tJOse and a closed mind, whether he is aware of it or not.. He is not going 

o be willing to take risks that might make him look stupid, to let the sub
ect at hand lead him where it will. If he di"., he might end up in a place in 

he might be out of his deJ?th.. There he might stumble about; he will 
shine.. Neither can he take the chance of being completely open to what 

ther ·students have to say.. He might end up in the same place as if he would 
ere he to take a risk himself. What such a student must do, then, is restrict 
he ~ath of the discussion to a direction which is to his advantage. There 

e as many ways of doing this as there are students He may kee~ to the 
rrow road of well memorized, but superficially prepared demonstrations, and 

completed translation assignments, the content of whicu he may not have consi
seriously. Or he might gad about in the wide open field of the "eso

teric" throwing about Greek ~hrases with engaging sincerity In short he 
Will not be interested in community or OJ-Operation he will be there to compete 

Most students at St John s are not like this. Many who are concerned 
about their grades do not allow their concern to manifest itself in compet
itive beha~iour. There are enough students in every class however, who do 

They exercise a destructive influence which is extremely difficult 
to mitigate sufficiently Becctuse they assume positions of control it is 

impossible to deal with them on any but their own If 
not exist at St John s the number of students who school 

tho0e 
It 

concerned about in class would 
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everyone.. At some times it is best advanced by talking in c.la..;;;s 
careful preparation of assignments.. At other times the process 
in confusion, entangled in a web of as yet unclear thoughts. In 
sion, a student may not talk in a claos for some time but his silence 
be a rich one. Sometimes such confusion can be 
energy from assigned work to other books and 
class. Grades can say nothing about this kind of learning 

It might be argued that grades are indeed intended only to be a 
reflection of the students overt behaviour in class I find it di 
to make sense ever of this Consider a class There is the 
whose contribution to the class lies mainly in his willingness and ability to 
translate demonstrate or find the passage in the text There is 
the student who speaks rarely but 
idaas when he does speak If the class is have a student 
whose most important contr.:_.l, ition is his sense of humor and gracious manner 
which set a tone for the clas . .:; and make the whole thing There is 
a 0tudent who never s~eaks in ,lass but who knows grammar or algebra well 
enough to teach it to students cutside of the classroom® 

This contributes 
directly to the work illi:3ide the cL1ss.. There is student who never tires of 
asking the simple but neceosary qu~~tions, which is a service to those whose 
egos, perhaps understandetbly lack t r .. c: atamina to do the same. I have had stu
dents like these in my clauses throue.::~ ut my four years here I owe all of them 
more than I can say. It is beyond me huw these various important contributions 
can be measured by a letter grade. 

It is important that in the creation story in Genesis the world is not 
created in one fell swoop. The creation of a world unfolds in time, it does 
not burst forth complete. People s~end their lives building worlds, ouilding 
what it is that they are. To use an old fashioned word, people are constantly 
building their characters, consciously or not. Young 1-'eople should be serious
ly committed to the thoughtful laying of the foundations of their worlds. The 
kind of learning mentioned above is a part of this labor.. St. John's claims 
to be committed to the thoughtful laying of such foundations. Such a commit
ment rests on learnin0 for the good of the individual, which is really learn
ing for its own sctke, not primarily for the sake of anything "practical". In 
this respect, the commitment is a matter of honor. 

It was with this commitment and this sense of honor that St. John's made. a 
decision in 1937 to stand apart from the larger academic community~ We may say 
that honor is still held as a genuine standard here. But the meaning of the 
1937 decision crumbles when we effectively present ourselves to the rest of the 
academic world (e.g. to graduate schools) as a school which gives grades and 
has courses like Early Mod. Pol. Thought (see the new transcr~~t). Graduate 
schools. do have recourse to other mans of evaluating ap~licants: test scores, 
reccomendations, transcripts with written evaluations. It would not be easy, 
but it would be right for St. John's to force graduate schools to use such 
means of evaluation. By g~ading its students, St/ John's undermines its 
commitment to the individua.l learning and building within a community.. It un
dermines the seriousness of the 1937 decision. We will always exist within 
the context of a larger academic community. How we orient ourselves in regard 
to it and what concessions we are willing to mctke to it indicate whether we 
are remaining true to ourselves. 

Frances Pickering 

to me after reading last week's issue of the~::.=..:~~~ 
be wondering the current edition 

49: 

You may at any time request the Dean to amend your education 
in the case of dissatisfaction, The 

cannot concern the 

editions of the 

the statement because the 
of and Students 1 

must of 
institutions and students as 
same Federal law. 

to publish those and 

The Federal regulations authorized the law and the 
referred to, became effective 6, 1975. That law leaves 

free to articulate the requirements of the la~ in any words 
provided that the essential rights and duties are listed and that 
affected by the law can learn where a complete copy of it may 
campus. 

I learned the detailed provisions of this regulation in November, 1978, 
five months after I became Dean. I judged, on reading the regulation 

, in order clearly to comply with it, more of its provisions should appear 
e Student Handbook than had appeared in the 1975, 1976, and 1977 editions, 
nly years in which mention of these matters had previously been required 

made That "more" included, among other things, the publication of a 
ent's right to request that educational records be amended and to have a 
ing provided him by the College if a request for amendment were denied. 
use it seemed possible that this legal right to a hearing might be inter
ed to mean that a student or parent could request a hearing about the grade 
ded on completion of a part of the Program, I thought it prudent to include 
atement about the limit on the extent of that right. The basis for my 

is to be found in Volume 41, No. 118, June 17, 1976 of the Federal 
The relevant regulation states: 

Sec. 99 . 21 (a) 

(a) An educational agency or institution shall, on request, 
provide an opportunity for a hearing in order to challenge the content 
of a student's education records to insure that information in the 
educational records of the student is-not inaccurate, misleading or 
otherwise in violation of ti.he privacy· or other rights of students. 
The hearing shall be conducted in accordance with 99.22. 

official HEW comment and response on this section is this: 

9 



a c uld be 
student to ~ontest 

a parent of a 
of a 

not be requested parent of a 
of a grade 

to contest or not the 
was recorded in the education records of the students. 
The Joint Statement in D~.~~u11ca of Amendment 

Record at S. edition December 13 
stated in part 

There has been much concern that the will 
parent or student to contest the student s 

in a course. That is not intended 
that there be procedures to challenge the accuracy of 
records which record the grade which was 
parents or student could seek to correct an improperly grade 
but could not the hearing pursuant to contest 
whether the teacher should have assigned a grade because the 
parents or student believe that the student was entitled to the 
grade. 

Please tell any student or group of students, whom you know to be concer 
about these matters beyond what I have written her_e to come to see me. Mis
understandings requiring this sort of clarification may perhaps in this way 
be avoided. 

\\A l-k -6. oct-\ fvrdk;n i 
o. Se! v e o"e r ,-l wo 

pea. S a J\l S. '' 

Sincerely yours, 

. J15fuJzXvtJ{ G ·~~,w 
Edward G. Sparrow 
Dean 

5 ol V£ US1()a 

tra. n sc-en ct e f\ -t °' L 

LoJ·,c 

I J \ 

THE GREAT LOOKS PROGARM 

t is distressing to discover that 
Administrative Body of this college 
ks that the classical education its 

gram engenders is, in a peculiar man
tent unable to express its 

when presented to the conventional 
and in particular to those places 

learning where our minds may 
cast forward query nags us 
If we do not appear to be a 

to the graduate schools can 
so appear to high school stu~ 

But clearly, they have decided 
alter its features to a 
age on the terms of other institu-

ons u.nf ortunate procedures 
form common and without 

frightening 
must be certain that one does 

to terms with others at first 
(or on any other occassion) 
a heavy, burdensome mirror in 

of one's face It is rather ridi
unbecoming and more than slightly 

In any case, it is difficult 
o believe that upon seeing their own 
ages that they would be somehow im~ 

ressed. Remenber that the transciipt 
schools, the Program. 

II 

Luckily the Program and the transcript 
~ two distinctly different things 
But the problems of appearance and real
ity are already more than enough let us 
not add to them. 

Aside from the problems of 
and disparity one wonders if this new 

would be 11not unfamiliar to 
the fathers of the Madison 
and J-efferson It 

Hamilton 
this Loch 

enabling committee to be examined The 
opening question be Will a crea-
ture of the St. John's College Admini
stration L.N Program in conventional 

be able to defend her 
misfortune a real creation 

note 

submitted 
William 

uate of St John's, 
COLLEGIAN cover of her own 
wearing full academic and 
armed with a gun in order to "de-
f end her thesis The cover was 
a spoof of a recent TIME magazine 
article on St. John's.) 
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1. 

2. 

Copies of the February Reporter are now 
available on the second floor of the CB house 

C~pies of the March/April Schedule of Events 
will be available on February 20th. 

College Relation~ 

DIRECTORY CHANGES 

Rebecca Oreskes \ 
Ellen Swinford J 

Laurie Alexander - 74 South gate 
(top floor) , 268-4382 

Nathan Ellis - 409 East Pinkney 

Andrew Klipper - 8 Willow Road. 
Weems Creek, Annapolis 
266-6978 

Come~ - ~and clnnL-

O~n1~'.J= 1hur'.">do j Feb. aa 
rt :oa Prn 

f)efure sem 1 nor 

Bonnie Linder - 308 Humphreys 

~hristophe~ Wit~erl the telephone 
Hershel Weinstein printed last 

is not 

-
C.harlolle i the od:.ist; w111 be on 
hond hJ toll io slbdenb. 

r 

Feb - a.a - Morc.h t.o 

artd floor far corner cJ- fr\et\on 

lhlllltltll/ llff/l / l////tlltll 

Th~ January issue of The 
College is now available in 

the Carroll-Barrister House 
(second floor). 

In this issue: 

Three lectures by Jacob Klein 

An Unspoken Prologue to a Public 
Lecture at st. John's, by 

About Jacob Klein's Books 
A Commentary on Plato's Meno aud 
Plato 1 s Trilogy, by Wm. O'Grady 

Moron Holbrook Stuck 
St Amour, Balkom, Ross 

carsiotis 
Berkowitz John

lady 

r 
John's Day at Tiger's Eye (men-
an earlier installment) will 

ce on February Yet ~0:2 de-
ould be forthcoming through other 

your eyes open 
presented a charter for 

Committee, the purpose of which 
range concerts for the college 

(one would never have guessed, 
th such an obtuse name). There 
ood deal of debate on this one, 
eral drift of which I failed to 
(alienation, you know), I did 
that a concert has already been 
for March 24 in FSK, featuring 

ther than Kinky Friedman Csp?). 
was asked for a $500 loan, to be 
by ticket sales The loan was 

d, 6-0 4 abstentions. The charter 
prcv:;d unanimously .. 
Sorrentino and Ms. Johnson asked 

100 front money for a synthesizer 
rt by a local artist They were re
d to the Concert Committee, which 
tly asked for another $100. Money 
ed, 4-1, with S abstentions. 
Carsiotis reported from the Can-

ty Committee, saying that they have 
w charter. 
st Pinkney and off-campus delegate 
tions are on their ways 
e follovving statement of Mr. St. 
r's here reprinted in its commend-
terse entirety, was to have been 

ted some weeks ago, but has remain
bscure for (ahem) se\T.;ral reasons 
that interested students 

Wish to serve on the Constitutional 
ndrnent Committee are asked to present 
mselves at the next DC meeting 11 

rt imitates life, which is why these 
utes are not as entertaining as they 
ht be 

Respectfully submitted 
Randy Holbrook 

FROM THE DC HALL OF JUSTICE: Feb. 13, '7<' 
DC Minutes 

Meeting called to order. 
Ms Ross requested $50 for the tradi

tional Senior note-burning Febbie-waking 
party (Passed unanimously) - May you 
be treated as well, said Ms8 Ross 

Three students can get internships in 
Washington. For information see Marianne 
Braun. 

Mr. Coss got a survey in the mail and 
didn't know to whom to give it, so we 
gave it to the Assistant Deans. 

And remember, the circus is coming! 
Meeting adjourned in haste 8 

FOR THE RECORD 

On Tuesday, Feb 7~ the Polity Court 
met to hear a case of alleged violation 
of the Polity Law (dealing with sleep 
and study) After the cases for the 
prosecution and defence were made the 
Court returned a unanimous verdict of 
"not proven .. T'his is neither a con
viction or an acquittal 

-from the Polity 



WHAT'S NEWS? 
by Steph 

OKAY! It's February. So who wants to 
'..vri te a sports column? Any Takers? 

Here we go: 
Amazons 3 D.C. 's 1 
Maenads 3 Nymphs 2 
D. C • 1 S 0 N umphs 3 
Maenads 3 Amazons 1 
Amazons 1 Nymphs 3 
-I suppose that one could have looked 

at the schedule and the scoreboard to 
figure that out that's what I did) but 
there is a subtle simplicity about the 
Linear procession of lists (Listz .) that 
enthralls me 

notes: 
Carol Colatrella hasn t shown up for 

t1-.e last two Amazon games, and they ve 
l_::;,::::t .. 

'.farjorie Allison ha.a shown up for the 

last two said games. 
Kristen Hawkinson has 
Carol Katrina scored 14 points 

the Amazons without a break in her 
Senior Essay Writing Period has 

detrimental to attendance in the 
Women's sports. It has probably 
attendance at the L.C 

Page Collingwood has a headache 
each Volleyball game. Could this 
connected with the blows she 
upon herself each time she misses 
ball? 

C C.D. can t serve What will 
long-term ramifications of this 
it a personal 
it cause one? 

Lauren Crigler is not 
Joanie Harris? 

Has Fred Cox changed his outfit? 
think he washed it? 

A referee for volleyball 
feel like God (reference to a deity 
is due to the content of sophomore sem 
inar readings) above it all. 

"Couch" Simeone still hasn t started 
working for her blazer Personally I 
don 1 t think she ever will. 

Personally, I think I've been readin 
too much Stoppard But it 1 s February, 
you know -S-

MEN'S SPORTS 
by Bryce Jacobsen 

The tournaments are all over 
heard about the 

ers 
Women's singles-Carol Katrina 
Mixed doubles-Katrina and Harris 
Men s dou~les-Maddocks and Newlin 
Men s singles-Phil Maddocks 
Women's doubles-Katrina and Mandy 

It is worthy of note that Miss Katrina 
all three tournaments this year, and 

0 last year. When she was a so~ho-
e, 5 tie won the mixed doubles and lost 
tue Finals in the other two 
That's quite a record. The world of 
John's Badminton will miss her .•• 
leaves a L 1rge "void" i;; + ;: +- '1,'0 r l 11. 

ketball: Things are winding down, aud 
could easily end in a tie •.• ~rovided 
Druids and Spartans do not looe their 

t games. If a tie ensues, we shall 
ve a play-off gawe. 

One of our more memorable games was 
yed this week. The Waves s~ueaked 
t the Hustlers ••• 15-13, 6-15, 16-14, 

-8, 19-21, 12-15, 18-16. 
The Hustlers survived several match 

ints against them in game #5 ••• and 
nally pu~led it out, 21-19. They then 
ok game #6. The last game was another 
riller, with the Waves now saving a coup-
of match ~oints against them, to final
win by 18-16. One of our most exciting, 

d certainly our longest, game ever. 
The Hustlers will be consoled by the 

ct that they scored 102 points alto
ther ••• and tl1e Waves only made 101! 
Things are winding down, and we could 

asily eHd in a tie, •. provided the Druids 
d Spartans do not lose their last gar11es. 

f a tie ensues, we shall hc1.ve a play-
ff bame.If one loses its finc1.l game, 
e other wins the title. If both lese, 

a three-way tie with the 
(We have a neat way to break 
tie.,) 

League Standings: 

BASKETBALL w L Pts. 
Druids 6 1 19 
Spartans 5 1 16 
Hustlers 2 4 10 
Guardians 2 4 10 
Green waves 1 6 8 

VOLLEYBALL w L Pts. 
Druids 5 2 17 
Spart_ns 5 2 17 
Guardians 5 3 18 
Greenwaves 2 5 11 
Hustlers 1 6 9 

THIS WEEK'S SCHEDULE: 

Volleyball 
Wed 4:15 Waves-Dru 
Thurs .. ~:OU Hustler. -

Basketball 
Sat. 1:30 

3:00 
Waves-SJ!a;- · 
HuBtlers-l:. 
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Even as you read this 
there are five Seniors 
trying to think of Essay 
topics. It's hell 


