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Change is in the air. Long weekend has long 
since passed, and Thanksgiving break is on the 
horizon. Yesterday heralded the first meeting of 
Preceptorials for juniors, seniors and G.l.s, and today 
the wonderfully wet weather periodically turned 
from drizzle to snow. Though fall elections and the 
ever-looming prospect of war continue to dominate 
the news in the rest of America, one thing domi-
nates the news at St. John’s College: our seminar 
papers are finished! To the sophomores and the 
rest of you who have yet to complete your papers, 
good luck and enjoy the coffee.

As I pass the midpoint of the first semester of 
the much-hyped and dreaded Junior Year, I find 
myself reflecting on two points. First: How many 
days, exactly, until winter break?Those upperclass-
men weren’t kidding! The workload this year is 
intense. Second: Wow. Freshmen and sophomores, 
don’t be too worried. You have a great deal to 
look forward to. Beginning with Don Quijote chal-
lenging the concept of any truly objective reality, 
and finishing with Rousseau changing the percep-

tion of the original human creature from a fearful 
and warlike one into one that is balanced and 
compassionate, the seminar material is fantastic.
And then there’s the Preceptorial: a class that 
allows you to study a topic of your choosing for an 
extended period of time, with a group of people 
who are all interested in the same topic - what 
could be better? It’s almost like a real college! But 
there’s more: NABLA, the elimination of the Don 
Rag in favor of “Conferences,” the list of upper- 
class glories goes on and on.

Last but not least, I would like to express my 
gratitude to those of you who have attended 
Moon meetings and/or submitted material so far 
this year, we really do appreciate your participation. 
And as always, we are continually open to new 
ideas and writers. If you ever get an urge to expe-
rience the thrills of life as a journalist for a while, 
talk to me or Eddie Kovsky, and we’ll do our best 
to find you a breaking hard-hitting news story to 
investigate. Enjoy this issue of the Moon.

Luke Washburn

And now, please enjoy haikus by 
Becky Dwyer

God is my buddy H Newton is a babe
he sits on my dashboard B his ideas excite me

and watches my sins B and I would do him

The Deadline for the next issue is Thursday, November 14.
Please submit articles or literary work via our email <moontag@stumail.sjcsf.edu>.

Please format your file as a rich text file f.rtf) along with a typed, double-spaced, hard copy 
with the author's name, class, and phone number. Hard copies without files as acceptable In 
some circumstances (the article better be good, buddyl). Artwork needs to be submitted as 
a hard copy in black and white, preferably on white paper, or as a (.tif) or (.eps) file. The 
Moon reserves the right to edit and reject any submission.
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V,

letters,
To the College Community,
There were two pieces in the first issue of the 

Moon which made me pause and think about the 
state of our community. They caused me enough 
concern that I felt it was necessary to make them 
public.

First, I would like to address the issue raised by 
Mr. Hurwitz. I share Mr. Hurwitz’s belief that 
there are grave problems with our community, that 
the promiscuous and substance-filled lifestyles a 
great many of us believe we are free to lead are 
not acceptable. However, that said, I do not think 
putting the responsibility of reform on the shoul-
ders of our tutors will actually improve the way 
students live their lives. Our tutors are overworked 
as it is. Can we honestly expect them to spend 
any more time with us and not jeopardize the 
well-being of their families? If we want more 
tutor involvement we need to make the college 
more family friendly. Tutors are not going to want 
to expose their children to things that they them-
selves are ashamed to see. If you want to see 
tutor kids then put down the scotch, the cigarettes, 
and get rid of that other stuff. Also hosting Nabla 
earlier, having more four o’clock seminars, showing 
more family friendly movies (and actually distribut-
ing a film calendar), offering babysitting during lec-
tures, in general, having events that tutors can 
bring their families to is one way of making tutors’ 
lives easier and possibly increasing their involve-
ment. We can’t expect tutors to improve college 
life for us; we all have to work together on this.

This brings me to the second part of my let-
ter; the fun critics and their critiscm of the Senior 
Welcoming Party. While it was labeled satiric com-
mentary, I did not find any satire in the article, nor 
did I find it all humorous. Instead I found the fun 
critics’ comments pathetic and depressing. That 
they should think that such an immature display 
could be even remotely related to satire astounds

me. I am flabbergasted that at a college which 
strives to make free adults from children, where 
we learn from our freshmen year readings that 
actions do not come without consequences, these 
two seniors think that a Bacchanalian orgy is an 
appropriate way to welcome freshmen to our 
community. Even Aristophanes did not think that 
the consequences of sexual actions should be 
ignored. Perhaps there is freedom in having a fling 
with the guy across the table you have been eye-
ing for the past three years, but where is the 
beauty, the magic in a quickie with an individual 
you Just met and who you will in all likelihood be 
entirely disgusted by in a month or two? As you 
can see, gentle reader, 1 not only have issues with 
the article, 1 also have issues with the sentiments 
and lifestyle behind it. As far as the well-coming 
party goes, I think that it should be the sort of 
affair that welcomes the ENTIRE college communi-
ty, such as a barbeque on the soccer field such as 
we have after Prank. As to the writers, Ms. Garcia 
and Mr. Rosenberg, don’t flatter yourselves. My 
“virgin sensibilities” are not scandalized, they are 
saddened. You have received the same education 
as I, and yet have done nothing with it. 1 don’t 
know what else to say. I hardly think that I can 
sway you with my words, but I hope that the oth-
ers who read this might think a moment before 
they follow down your path.

I realize that I have just made myself into live 
bait with this letter. If you disagree with me 
about any of this fine, come talk to me, I think 
you will find me calm and reasonable [for those 
who don’t know me I am the senior with the 
braided bun). But for both of our sakes don’t be a 
coward and attack without giving me a chance to 
respond. That won’t do anything for our conversa-
tion.

Sincerely,
Erin Hanlon

Dear Moon,
While i sincerely and whole-heartedly agree with Ms. Williams endorsement of local music stores I 

must disagree on a small particular; Bow-wow Records is not, in fact, the best record store in 
Albuquerque; We Buy Music is far, nay, leaps and bounds beyond Bow-wow in quality, quantity, and price.

Thank you,
Thom Barry
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A lot has been going on in the security office 
since most of us left last May. Major administrative 
changes compounded with the rash of break-ins in 
the A talaya lot have left a lot of us wondering 
exactly what's up with security this year. I spoke 
with Randy Harris, the new Security Manager, to 
see what changes the new company would bring, 
and how he plans to handle pressing security con-
cerns.

MG What is your job Title, and what does it 
entail?

RH: I am the Security and Safety Manager, and 
my job is to coordinate between the college 
administration and the security company and make 
sure they do what they are hired to do, and identi-
fy any safety issues that are on campus.

MG Where are you from and how are you 
adjusting to Santa Fe?

RH- I went to college in Fresno California. I 
went into Police work in the late 70s, and moved 
here two years ago. It’s taken a while to adjust to 
the dry air and not seeing green grass and seeing 
cactus and rocks instead, and no running water.
But I love the fact that the air is clean. There’s 
almost no traffic. The people are nice. I like the 
area a lot.

MG Do you like working here? How do you 
feel the community has received you?

RH: They did away with the internal security 
department. I took a job as a security officer here 
and three months later they laid me off. I applied 
for this position and got it. I noticed right away 
when I started working here, that it’s a lot different 
than the other universities I’ve worked with. We 
had nothing but problems with the students at UC 
Santa Cruz. These students seem to want to be 
here, and they seem to be more mature than most 
of the students I dealt with when I worked as a 
cop in Santa Cruz. The students here seem to like 
to read and study, and there’s a big difference 
between UCSC and this place, and I’ve actually 
enjoyed working here. I get along with people pret-
ty well.

MG A lot of people are concerned that you 
are only here to boost the image of the security 
department and that no changes will really be 
made. How would you respond to them?

RH That’s not true. There have been signifi-
cant changes since I’ve been here. By my third

day here, I had already realized that the security 
people were not doing the job that they were 
hired for. So we’re in the process of rotating these 
people out, because they aren’t doing their job, and 
we’re not going to put up with that. The primary 
focus is getting people from Guardsmark who want 
to work, who fit the campus and fit with the stu-
dents, We don’t want people coming in here and 
sleeping at night when they’re supposed to be driv-
ing around. There’s been other changes. Right now 
we’re developing a program for annoying phone 
calls. I know that’s been a problem. That’ll be 
worked on in the background. Most people won’t 
even see it, but it’s something I’m working on,

MG What about security in France? A lot of 
people are refusing to park there because of theft 
concerns. What do you plan to do to make that 
lot safer?

RH There have been a number of auto bur-
glaries in France. One of the things we are looking 
into right now is putting up cameras. One of my 
suggestions to the guy I’m consulting to get these 
cameras is that maybe we can put an internet 
camera out there and anybody with internet access 
can watch that lot. That will be in conjunction 
with regular cameras that will be in the security 
office or other places that people will be monitor-
ing.

MG: So, if I’m concerned, I can just say, “It’s 
three in the morning, do I know where my car is?” 
and all I have to do is get online and check it?

RH It’s easy to put up a camera on a web 
page. I’ve had a web cam for years. I’ve been 
designing web pages for years. We have a Tl line 
out here. I don’t know if the IT guys want to hear 
me say this, but it’s something that we’re looking 
at. We’re also thinking about putting undercover 
officers out in the lot during the hours when cars 
are hit.

We are trying to improve relations between the 
college and the police department. That’s been 
real bad over the last fifteen years. Being a retired 
police officer, I know how these guys think, and 
they know how I think. I don’t want them walking 
around campus. That’s not their job, but what I do 
want is to get extra checks of these lots, I want a 
beat officer to drive through at least two or three 
times during his shift. In fact fve been in touch 
with three different officers, and they are all for =>
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<= that. This is going to take some time, to build 
that relationship back up, but that’s one of the 
things I’m going to do. We’re going to have cops 
driving through that lot two or three times a night. 
Patrols have increased. Guardsmark officers are 
making that round at least once every thirty min-
utes. They’re doing it because I’m seeing it on 
their logs. Every thirty minutes that lot is being 
patrolled by officers. There are exceptions. If they 
have to respond to a lock-out or something they 
might miss it, but for the most part that lot is get-
ting a lot of attention lately. If you look at it sta-
tistically, the chances of your car getting broken 
into out there are slim, especially if you don’t leave 
anything valuable out in plain sight. A woman 
came in to the Security Office the other day and 
said “I left my purse laying on the seat of the car 
with the windows down and somebody stole it!”
So just use common sense.

MG: Parking in general is also a pretty tough 
situation. It seems like a lot of people are getting 
ticketed, and because there really isn’t space to 
park. What are your thoughts on this subject?

RH I identified places on campus where if 
everything is filled, you will not get ticketed. They 
are along the paved and dirt roads by the athletic 
center, and down by the tennis courts. We are 
looking at other ideas to broaden the parking situa-
tions. One of these is to expand the France lot in 
all directions that we can. I think we can double 
parking capability in that lot, but that would be 
farther down the road.

MG Last year, waiting for security when a 
student was locked out became a problem. I’ve 
noticed that when security is called to a dorm, 
they are considerably more prompt than last year. 
What steps were taken to enact this change?

RH: I don’t know of any personally that have 
been enacted. When I was here as an officer, 
response time was really low. Even if you had to 
walk from the Security Office to uppers, it would 
take five minutes or less. That’s always been a pri-
ority. If a student calls, you have to respond, unless 
you’re tied up on something that’s a priority. Even 
as an officer, I can’t think of times when a student 
would call, and an hour later would be left out in 
the rain, but hopefully we’re getting decent 
response times.

MG What is your stance on drugs and alco-

hol? Do you intend to crack down on their use? 
What steps do you intend to take?

RH: The student handbook is clear about 
alcohol and drugs. There are certain places on 
campus where you can drink, and certain time 
periods where you can drink (in dormitory rooms 
and in upper and lower common rooms and the 
adjacent courtyards), and in all of those cases, you 
have to be 21 years of age. That’s Just state law. 
We have nothing to do with that. If a student is 
caught with an open container in an area outside 
of the approved drinking areas, they will be told to 
pour it out, and a report will be written, and it will 
go to the assistant dean. They have to abide by 
those rules. For a lot of younger students, this is a 
whole new world opened up to them with free-
dom. They Just have to understand that alcohol is 
not a toy. It’s an absolute killer. I’ve seen dozens 
of people killed because of alcohol. New Mexico 
has one of the highest alcoholism rates, and 
absolutely one of the highest DUI rates that I’ve 
ever seen. It’s a real problem that we all have to 
take seriously and abide by rules that are there to 
protect people. Drugs are the same way. Gertain 
drugs are against the law for a reason. If a student 
is seen with an illegal substance, the officer is going 
to confiscate that contraband and a report is going 
to be written. We’re not going to involve the police 
on a lot of this, unless it’s really serious. If someone 
comes walking through with a kilo of coke, we’re 
going to call the PD, but we’re not going to put up 
with marijuana or cocaine. We’re going to enforce 
the rules, and they are there to protect all of us. I 
hope that everybody can understand that these 
rules aren’t there to make you feel bad or hut your 
feelings or keep you from having fun. They’re to 
keep you from screwing up your life.

MG: Any other closing comments?
RH: I would say that if any of the students

have any questions or anything to come talk to me. 
I have an open door policy. You can come in here 
any time that I’m here, pull up a chair, and we’ll 
talk. I have four grown children, and they’re about 
the age of most people here. I don’t want to seem 
like a dad, but I do have fifty years of experience, 
and I’ve been banged around and I’ve learned a lot 
during that time. So if you have questions, come 
and talk to me, even if they’re personal. I have an 
open ear.
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smore hcward fisher, tutor
I Note: Last spring there was much discussion

and controversy on the Annapolis campus concern-
ing Dana Densmore's Newton Guide. Newton’s 
Principia: The Central Argument. In student and 
faculty meetings, and in articles and letters pub-
lished in The Gadfly, some voices expressed grati-
tude and appreciation for the Guide, while others 
strongly opposed its use by students. Voices from 
various segments of the College community were 
heard, but not the voice of the author herself

When I arrived in Santa Fe, therefore, I under-
took to interview Ms. Densmore about her book. 
Although I am myself an admirer of the Newton 
Guide, I felt it would be most useful to raise the 
principal objections which had been expressed in 

\ the controversy. In her answers, Ms. Densmore 
also addressed more general questions concerning 
the study of Newton.

HF: How do you think your Newton book 
* should be used in the classroom?

DD: It shouldn’t be used in the classroom, 
i That’s the function of a College manual. This is a 

guidebook, a resource to use in the process of 
preparation. My book shouldn’t be relied on in 
class, because that implies that the student hasn’t 
made the proofs his or her own. The ideal would 
be to have learned the proof well enough to get 
up and demonstrate it without referring to any 
notes, as one did with Euclid. Of course, Newton is 
much more difficult than Euclid and that might not 
be practical. But then the ideal would be to have 
any notes written out on one’s own piece of paper 
based on one’s own understanding. Whether the 
understanding comes through grappling with 
Newton unaided or whether the understanding 

I comes with help from friends or the tutor or some 
hints from my book, it has to be ultimately the 
student’s own.

HF: How did you come to write this book?
DD: It evolved over four sequential years of 

teaching Junior Math. I saw that my students were 
not getting the fun out of Newton that they 

' should have been. Because they couldn’t see how 
to fill in many of the steps, there was frustration 
and a passivity in preparation, waiting to get to 
class to see how it was supposed to work. There 
was sometimes a dismissive attitude, like he Just 
assumed, or a tendency to make wild guesses 
which were mostly based on intuitions and under-

standings about how gravity and celestial mechan-
ics work that come out of what Newton is proving 
here, things he hasn’t proved yet. And there was a 
kind of unpleasant elitism that would emerge in the 
class. The more facile students, ones with more 
mathematical intuition, and also ones more willing 
to be careless, would have plenty to say, while the 
majority, the less confident ones and the more 
careful ones who knew they didn’t have grounds 
for making those guesses, would be silent and often 
unhappy. And it wasn’t Just my classes. I audited 
some other Junior math classes and saw the same 
pattern, and I talked to students about their experi-
ence of reading Newton.

Because we weren’t able to really do Newton 
as he intended, because we couldn’t see where he 
was really starting from and exactly how he 
unfolded his proofs, we couldn’t get to the larger 
questions of why he did things that way. Wonderful 
things like how absolutely amazingly open his sys-
tem is at the start, how he assumes nothing about 
the nature of this force. Things like what the sub-
tleties in the way his proofs are constructed can 
tell us about what seems possible for him as a 
cause of gravity. Oh, we could talk about larger 
questions, but we’d be making stuff up. In fact, by 
staying unclear about the details we were con-
demned to the realms in which we could be 
somewhat vague.

I knew there were some really important and 
exciting questions that we weren’t equipped to 
explore and I didn’t want students to miss that 
experience and those insights. I could also see that 
the beauty and precision of his unfolding were lost.
I saw that many students were not getting the 
pleasure from the proofs that I knew they would if 
they could make the proofs their own, the way 
they could with Euclid and Apollonius.

So the first thing I tried was an extra class 
each week, an optional Sunday night class in which 
I went over the things that would be in the proofs 
for the next week that students would need to 
know in their preparation in order to fill in the 
steps and recognize pitfalls of projecting modern 
ideas onto the proofs. That was good, and it 
helped, but it wasn’t enough. I realized that the 
problem was that it was coming from the outside.
It wasn’t something that the students actually had 
with them as they did their own preparation.
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<= They needed something they could call on just 
when they were having trouble, not having to try 
to remember whether 1 had said something about 
that last Sunday.

So I started writing notes that 1 would hand 
out so people would have something to consult as 
they did their own preparation. That helped, that 
was better. Then the students helped me improve 
the notes, sometimes they would correct things, 
and they would tell me what 1 hadn’t mentioned 
that had snagged them and made their preparation 
screech to a halt.

Together we evolved this guidebook.
HF: Sometimes students in class bring up 

Densmore as an authority. Aren’t people right to 
say that the authority should be Newton? Its not in 
the way of the College to use secondary sources. 
People see that Densmore is being substituted for 
Newton.

DD; I agree completely that it’s not the St. 
John’s way to use Densmore as an authority. The 
proofs should be the students. But it isn’t the St. 
John’s way for the authority to be Newton, either, 
not in the mathematics tutorial. We don’t want 
memorization and quoting. We want to have made 
the line of argument alive for ourselves. No one 
should parrot eithet Newton or Densmore. I say 
that very emphatically in the introduction to the 
book. What do you think? If you’re going to claim 
some step, what’s the Justification? If you’re object-
ing to what the person at the boatd has done, 
what is the problem with it? We’re not supposed to 
be arguing from anyone’s authority. Conclusions are 
supposed to be based on logical steps.

HF: Why isn’t it enough just to do Newton’s 
proof? Why add all those extra steps you put in?

DD; Those extra steps aren’t extra. The 
expanded proof is Newton’s proof. That’s the dif-
ference between this guidebook and other guides 
to Principia that have appeared before. The others 
substitute an alternative proof, typically utilizing 
algebra or analytic calculus. You can’t correlate it 
directly to Newton’s actual words, at least not to 
all of them, and its not the way he chose to do 
the proofs, although he could have. So that’s fine if 
you just want to get to the conclusion, but it’s not 
reading Newton.

Nothing in the expanded proofs comes from 
anywhere but Newton. I didn’t get them out of

some scholars commentary or from a physics text-
book and I didn’t make them up. I could have 
come up with my own proofs for these proposi-
tions, sometimes ones that might have seemed bet-
ter or more efficient or at least pleased me more. 
But everything here comes from exploring this as it 
should be explored in the mathematics tutorial; 
deeply immersing oneself in the text, in Principia. I 
immersed myself more deeply than Junior math 
tutorials are going to have time to do. I really stud-
ied the lemmas, for example, paying serious atten-
tion to exactly what he is doing with them. It’s 
much more subtle than gets covered in the calcu-
lus manual. And I studied carefully how they are 
used later, and how all the propositions are used 
later. How he uses a proposition tells me important 
things about what it is about for him, how he is 
thinking about it, and consequently what is likely, 
or even possible, in his approach to the proof.

That deep and careful attention to the text, to 
Newtons style and strategies, to his context and 
idiosyncrasies, and to his very particular way of 
understanding the propositions, is how I came to 
understand how Newton intended the steps to be 
filled in. It is the text, Newton’s own thinking as 
revealed by close reading of the text, that directed 
me to pick one way of proving it over another that 
might superficially seem to do the job. It was not 
my own preferences, and not the way that was 
easiest or that might seem most elegant. Original 
proofs and improving on his proofs is not the game 
I was playing here, and it shouldn’t be played in the 
math tutorial until after figuring out what Newton 
was doing.

Most people since Newton’s time have accept-
ed or even preferred having alternative proofs and 
algebraic reformulations that can’t be correlated to 
his actual words in his text. But its not the St.
John’s way. Here we know that there are valuable 
things to be gained by going to the original source, 
even if it seems more cumbersome or more diffi-
cult, and we want those insights and rewards. We 
want to learn what we learn by seeing exactly 
how he does things, even if its quirky, even if it 
proves to be, or seems to be, fallacious in some 
way. We don’t want it fixed, repaired, streamlined, 
polished up.

That’s one problem with Cohen’s translation; 
he turns some things into algebra that Newton =>
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<= does geometrically or using proportions, and that 
distorts what Newton’s procedure and intentions 
were. We can’t discuss why Newton does things 
the way he does if we aren’t allowed to see what 
he does because someone decided that it all reads 
more smoothly as algebra.

But you know, if, as a Johnny reading this 
book, you can’t figure out how to fill in his steps, 
or how to use the exact steps he mentions, and 
you start inventing proofs, then that’s not doing 
Newton either. First of all, it may very well be 
wrong. He may have had a good reason for saying 
it the way he did. Even if your proof is valid it 
may not be his way. So perhaps you’ve had some 
fun and mental entertainment coming up with your 
own original proof for the proposition. Thats good, 
but its not really reading Newton.

But then theres a problem with really reading 
Newton, which is why people started giving the 
algebraic alternative proofs. Newton isn’t like Euclid 
or Apollonius where all the steps of the proof are 
stated explicitly. Now more is asked of the student. 
Some people would like to stay with good old days 
when it was enough to remember what words 
were written in the book. But if you want to be 
authentic and be doing the real Newton, the only 
real Newton is following all his words and under-
standing how he gets from each logical point to 
the next. That’s doing the full proof, whether one 
does it entirely on ones own or whether one gets 
some help from a study buddy or study group or 
the tutor or the guidebook.

HF; Doesn’t having all the steps supplied make 
Newton too easy, taking the challenge and interest 
out of it?

DD: On the contrary, the guidebook makes it 
harder. It raises the standard of what it is to do a 
Newtonian proof. We can’t just wave our hands, 
skip steps (asserting he assumed), or get all vague 
and refer to general intuitions. Some may not like 
losing this freedom. It’s much easier to have vague 
discussion than nail down steps. But the premise of 
the mathematics tutorial at the College is that we 
can’t have a responsible or even meaningful discus-
sion without knowing what a proof assumes and 
exactly what it proves and how, and so we look at 
the actual proofs.

What takes both the challenge and the interest 
out of preparation is staring at a proof and not

being able to get anywhere with it and giving up 
after ten minutes. But if we follow how they actu-
ally unfold, we have to engage with the full com-
plexity and subtlety of the proofs. Has anyone who 
has worked through the proofs in their full detail, 
even using the guidebook, ever asserted that the 
proofs are easy? They’re complex, challenging, 
beautiful, thrilling. And much more so when one 
can see them actually unfold rather than Just get-
ting a whiff of how he was going about proving 
them, and much more than when some barren 
algebra is substituted for his beautiful dynamic 
geometrical proofs.

HF: People at the College frequently refer to 
this book as a manual. You call it a guidebook. 
What’s the difference?

DD: A College manual is adopted by the 
Instruction Committee, reproduced by the College 
print shop, and used exclusively at the College, in 
class, as a text. The Newton Guide is printed as a 
book by an independent publisher. It’s used in class-
es at a dozen colleges and universities and its sold 
through Amazon.com and Borders and Barnes & 
Noble and a lot of other bookstores, as well as 
directly by the publisher, all over the world. St. 
John’s students are free to buy it if they think it 
will help them get more out of Newton just as 
they’re free to buy any book offered for sale to 
the public. Some tutors may encourage students to 
use it; other tutors may discourage students from 
using it. But guess what. You’re free. You get to 
decide what you need and want.

HF: It’s been said that the guidebook functions 
as a manual because if some students have the 
book, everybody has to have the book. You’re not 
free.

DD Well, 1 can see that some people being 
thoroughly prepared, understanding how Newton 
actually does his proofs, raises the bar. Other stu-
dents can’t get away with handwaving.

But I urge repeatedly in the introduction that 
people try to do as much as they can on their 
own, and that’s what I expected of my students as 
a tutor. Thats why before I start even my most 
general notes about each proposition, I present 
Newton’s full text unbroken, along with his original 
diagram. Engaging with his original text unaided is 
the first step. Everyone can at least try.

The question is what happens if the trying =>
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Monica Cassel majored in comparative literature 
and received her PhD in comparative literature at the 
University of Michigan. This is her first year tutoring 
at Si John's.

AJC What brought you to St. John’s?
NKi I think what I was most attracted to about 

St. John’s was the combination of the way the cur-
riculum was set up and the teaching style. I think the 
fact that all of the classes, ideally, talk to each other 
and that all of the students are doing the same 
thing...it puts a lot of restrictions on what you do, you 
can’t choose to take sociology or anthropology, but 
you all have a common ground to talk about with 
each other. I saw that happening in classes that I was 
visiting, that people were bringing things in from their 
seminar to their language class, or from their Creek 
class to their math class. And the way that students 
and faculty read, and the way that the classes are 
run. I was really attracted to that kind of educational 
setting, rather than a large anonymous research uni-
versity where you were departmentalized and you

never know what anybody else is doing.
AK: What do you find most rewarding about 

tutoring?
MG The students are fantastic. Coming into 

class and having everybody at least seem to be 
engaged and interest^ in what they’re doing and will-
ing to talk about it. I was teaching high school for a 
term in Santa Fe starting last January, and I remember 
once assigning a pretty easy, but interesting, I thought, 
homework assignment on Herman Melville’s Bartleby 
the Scrivener. And out of all of my eleven students 
when the homework was due, not a single one of 
them had done their homework. And obviously, that’s 
a completely false compar’ison to a place like St. John’s. 
You wouldn’t really have a college anywhere where 
students would get away with that. But having stu-
dents here because they want to learn, rather than 
because they want to get a 4.0 so they can get into 
law school or med school, is Just wonderful. And then 
also being able to learn or relearn new things, fm 
having a blast with Euclid, fm brushing up my =>

<= isn’t productive, or is only partially successful. 
Then the book could save your preparation, keep 
you involved, and make the class experience richer. 
It’s not there to oppress anyone. It is there to help, 
and it’s responsible use by at least some will also 
tend to keep everyone honest, up to the standard.
If someone demonstrating gets slack or lazy or 
misapplies a lemma or other proposition, or relies 
on a vague sense that everything is equal at the 
limit, someone else will question the step.

But again, such questioners should question the 
step as themselves, in their own voice. Instead of 
“But Densmore says that’s not the way to do it,” 
one could say “Wait a minute, let’s look at Prop. 6. 
Doesn’t that assume a single orbit? What’s the jus-
tification for using that here where we have differ-
ent orbits?”

HF: Do you think it is okay if people don’t use 
the guidebook, but Just buy the Cohen translation 
and do their proofs from that?

DD: Any way of really engaging with Newton 
is okay. What isn’t okay is to buy the Cohen trans-
lation and Just quote Cohen or Newton. Students 
still need to do a full proof and face their class-
mates with reasoned argument and demonstration 
and Justify the steps. If they can do that and do it 
without assuming what is proved later and without

misapplying lemmas or previous propositions and 
without skipping steps, they don’t need the guide. 
The other students and the existence of the guide 
will keep them honest.

Of course, you do have to be careful with the 
Cohen translation. It’s still good to check the 
Donahue translation. Besides the problem with 
substituting algebra, which I mentioned, there are 
out-and-out errors. Cohen’s translation relied on a 
classicist (Anne Whitman), not someone who had 
worked through Newton’s proofs the way we do. 
Even Cohen hasn’t done that; he has depended on 
algebraic retellings. I’ve discussed some of these 
proofs with him. And there are places where the 
translation uses a word that is simply not possible.
It makes Newton say he is proving something dif-
ferent from what he proves. So don’t be too pas-
sive in accepting Cohen as an authority.

The College brochure used to talk about direct 
contact with the great minds of the Western world. 
Direct contact with Newton’s mind is arrived at by 
following his line of argument precisely, the full 
proof. Just as he gave it, in his style. That’s happen-
ing a lot more now than it used to, both at St. 
Johns and elsewhere, and it’s a great satisfaction to 
me to have contributed to so many people know-
ing the richness and pleasure of that direct contact.
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LJ
<= French, and getting to read books that I either 
haven’t read before or it’s been a really long time 
since I read them

AIC What do you find most challenging about 
; tutoring?
I MG The curriculum is set, but there’s a lot of
i freedom in the tutorials for how you run your classes,

so finding my way to teach. I know how to teach lit-
erature, I know how to teach composition, I know 
how to teach German, but that was a conversational 
German class...so how do I teach a translation class, 
how do I read through all the French grammar in 
eight weeks, yes, with some very dedicated and 
patient students, but I want to make it more interest-
ing than it is. I did some studying over the summer, 
but certainly getting back into a mode that I can 
spend more than fifteen minutes at a time thinking 
about mathematics without feeling fatigued. I made 
that transition before I got here. And also, in seminar, 
it’s really fascinating to see how to teach with some-
body else. I don’t feel like it’s difficult or irtpossible, 
but it’s something I have yet to understand or wrap 
my head around.

AKSo what does a St. John’s tutor name their 
first-born child?

NKi Haha..oh well, I guess for this St. John’s tutor, 
since my first name is Monica, fd have to name the 
child Augustine or Augustina. I don’t think I could go 
for Johnnie...! keep on looking at all the Greek names 
and thinking...ooh! That’s a really cool name! But wait, 
how would that work? My college roommate always 
said she was going to name her daughter 
Andromache. So...we’ll see. Stay tuned.

AK; If you could invite any three authors from 
the program out for dinner, who would you take and 
why?

MG Virginia Woolf, for sure. Just because she’s 
incredibly cool.

AlC Don’t you think she’d be a bit of a downer 
though?

Nd: Oh yah. I’m sure she would be. She’d proba- 
1 bly be incredibly depressed. But she’d be sophisticat- 

edly depressed. I mean, there must have been times 
when she was cuttingly interesting to talk to rather 
than suicidal. I think Baudelaire would be really cool 
too. His life, his poetry seemed so morbid and yet 
beautiful and glorious and raunchy. And a third one...l 
guess I’d have a lot of questions for Plato, so throw 
him in there too.

AlO Where do you think the conversation would 
veer with those three characters?

MG Oh boy. I think Baudelaire and Virginia 
Woolf would have a lot more to say to each other. 
They have a lot more in common, fm sure we could 
get a pretty good conversation on philosophy going. 
Baudelaire and Virginia Woolf would have questions 
for Plato....l really don’t know where the conversation 
would go.

AK: I’m trying to think what kind of cuisine you 
could take those three for...

French. Seems like a good midpoint.
AK; So Ms. Gassel, what would your superpower 

of choice be?
MG Oh. I was just talking this summer about 

invisibility versus flying. I would say flying would be 
the best Just because it’s an entirely new way of 
mobility, get to see a new perspective on things, 
maybe I’d be able to be in a car less, which would be 
great. I don’t like cars.

AK What is it about cars you d'islike?
MG They’re awful for our environment and for 

our culture. Gar culture, the way communities are 
designed, there’s no way to get away from them in 
the US. I mean, sometimes people design residential 
communities without cars, but imagine living some-
where where there are no cars parked on the streets, 
no cars whizzing by, and everybody just walked by. 
Just sat on their front porch and looked out at their 
neighbors and be happy without these big monstrous 
vehicles that are spewing carbon dioxide and carbon 
monoxide and using up our fossil fuels. I mean, they’re 
fun to drive, but they’re awful, awful, awful things.
We need more public transportation.

AK; You must find it refreshing to be at St. John’s 
where you really don’t hear any traffic.

MG That’s true, although I have to drive to 
work. I think it’s beautiful up here, and being able to 
hike up the mountains right up from the school. That’s 
one of the things that’s drawn me to Santa Fe, the 
mountains.

AK; So what are some of your favorite spots in 
Santa Fe?

MG The Farmer’s Market. There’s a new really 
cool movie theater called Cinemacafe. It’s in a mall on 
St. Micheal’s. You can go there and the whole theater 
is filled with coaches with coffee tables in front of 
them. And you can order dinner, which is rather 
meaty and somewhat expensive, but it’s okay, and =>
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<= the movie will only cost you $3. But if you don’t 
order any food the movie will only cost And you 
can just sit on the coaches and watch old classic 
movies. Yeah, that and the mountains and the 
Farmer’s MarkeL..

AK Do you cook?
MG I love to cook and bake. It’s a little hard to 

find the time right now.
AK Do you have any specialties?
MG One of my specialties is German tortes. 

Baked goods. Fancy cakes. Other than that, I like 
cooking vegetarian food Anything where vegetables 
are really highlighted. I love Indian food too.

AK: On the subject of films, do you have maybe 
five favorite films of all time?

NKi I think Harold and Maude is getting up there 
on the list. Casablanca..! must say Amelie. I don’t 
know if it’s one of the greatest films of all time, but 
it’s so perfect at what it’s trying to do. Hmm...l like 
Blade Runner. That’s four.

AK: If you were to ask yourself one question that 
I haven’t asked yet, what would it be?

MG Well, it sounds boring but the follow up to 
my educational background might be kind of cool, 
which B...I wrote about nineteenth century women 
poets in England Germany and America. And it’s all 
based on the ideal of women’s poetry that came out 
of the reading of Sapho that people did in the nine-
teenth century. They read Avid retelling of the Sapho 
legend. Sapho was supposedly a poet on Lesbos, and 
we have some fragments of what she wrote. And 
the legend goes that Sapho fell in love with...in some 
accounts he’s a charioteer, in some accounts he’s a 
young man of some other kind named Pytheas. He 
rejected her for a younger woman, and so she jumped 
off a cliff. And there all these scenes of her casting 
her lyre off into the waves, and singing her swan song. 
And nineteenth century poetesses, as they called 
themselves, started imitating this leap and writing 
poems in Sapho’s voice. And writing how being a 
woman poet means you are destined to have a really 
bad love life and die very early, which many of them 
did...

AK Do you think they were just following the 
trend or are women poets really fated to be miser-
able?

MG Sometimes it seems so but with one of 
thera her name was Patricia Elizabeth Blandon...it 
seems like the press really liked the idea of this sexy

young woman poet, which she was, and started mak-
ing things up. There were scandals about her in the 
newspaper that ended up forcing her into a marriage 
that was perhaps not so advantageous. She ended up 
going to the Gape Goast in Africa while her husband 
was supposedly cheating on her. She died under very 
mysterious circumstances, a poisoning. Some people 
say she committed suicide; some say it was an acci-
dental overdose: some say it was a murder. So that 
doesn’t seem like she was trying necessarily. I mean, 
how do you say how people end up where they are? 
But it was pretty difficult to be a woman writer at 
that time, although it was easier in England than in 
other countries. That was part of what I was interest-
ed in. So even though all these English writers were 
writing all these morbid stories about how awful it 
was to be a woman poet, women in Germany were 
writing about the English poetesses saying, “Look at 
how great it is to be a poet in England! You get pub-
lished and people respect you to some degree, and 
actually read your works.” While in Germany, it was 
very, very improper. German ladies don’t write.

AK Was that one of the greatest challenges fac-
ing women poets, that it was frowned upon by socie-
ty to write?

MG it was not frowned upon by society com-
pletely. Women novelists were very popular, more in 
England than in Germany for various cultural reasons, 
but there was certainly a knish for women writers and 
they were loved and appreciated. I would say that the 
difficulty was is what that meant for your identity, as 
with any profession for women at that time. How 
does that fit in with the traditional role of a woman? 
The implications of a lot of these poems that are 
about teing a woman writer are that you’re not going 
to have a good home life. You can do it, but don’t 
expect to get married or have a happy marriage. 
Although one of the women poets in Germany I 
wrote about had nine children and wrote, “Beware 
the woman that doesn’t have any of the spirit of 
poesy in her soul. She’s not going to be a good house-
wife.” So for her, the poetic was necessary for a prop-
er dose of domesticity. And she lived to a ripe old age.

AK Do you write yourself?
MG! write poetry on and off, but writing poetry 

kind of got eaten up by my d’issertation at one point. 
There was no way that I could write my dissertation 
and still have the brain space and energy to write 
poetry at the same time.
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LE(SND: St. John’s has been given honorable 
mention in Playboy’s survey of top party schools. 
FACT: This is false. According to some. Playboy 
would not include our college on the actual top 50 
list because of our “unique" educational approach. 
Huh? Anyone who actually attends this school is 
sadly aware of how unlike a party school we are. 
This reporter went further: he relentlessly 
researched truckloads of Playboy back issues. 
Wouldn’t you believe it? That magazine is almost 
nothing but pictures of naked ladies! Not a men-
tion of St. John’s College anywhere. The only 
party school surveys the magazine has conducted 
occurred in 1987 and 2002. The recent survey’s 
victor was the non-Great Books related U of A. 
Plato, author of the Symposium, must be spinning 
in his grave.

LEGEND: There are tunnels underneath 
Uppers. FACT: This is true. Originally dug to hide 
illegal immigrants and Annapoloids, little is known 
about these bizarre tunnels. Archeologists plan to 
send an expedition into the caves to explore their 
secrets, despite the fact that all they are likely to 
find is the Haunta virus. These archeologists, led 
by Prof. Archibald Lafnitzegger, also hope to find 
related passageways that lead to Lowers, the 
Fishbowl, Los Alamos labs and Gene Hackman’s 
house.

LEGEND: Every Seminar night Alex 
Kongsgaard and Blake Hindley barbeque and sell 
delicious meats. FACT: This is true. These two 
kind souls have taken it upon themselves to cook 
tasty thick cuts of steak and came asada and sell 
them to the student body for the best price you, 
the consumer, will ever find. Proceeds go to a 
good cause (Kongsgaard and Hindley’s financial 
security). This all happens on the balcony over-
looking the entrance to Lowers. Steak—$5-6, 
Came asada—$2.

LECSND: The FBI hires St. John’s graduates to 
aid them in their evil, government-overthrowing 
ways. FACT: This is false. The CIA hires St.
John’s graduates to aid them in their evil, govern-
ment-overthrowing ways. The reason for this is 
because the books we read, particularly 
Machiavelli, Hobbes and Euclid, provide us with a 
unique political insight that allows us to function as 
gods among men in the world of modern espi-
onage. Or something. Students are hired based

off of their endurance, hate of Marx and the fact 
that despite having an intimate knowledge of 
morality, a Johnny graduate doesn’t care about it.

LECSMD: A suicide and/or murder has taken 
place in every single room (dorm room, classroom 
and toilet) on campus. FACT: This is a half truth. 
Only 50% of our lovely campus rooms have hosted 
such happenings, most of them in Lowers and 
Weigle Hall. The leader in suicides, curiously, is 
Calliope room 23 for some reason. Major murder 
sprees include the mid-eighties St. Valentine’s Day 
massacres (all seven of them) in Lowers, the infa-
mous bell tower sniper incident at Weigle on the 
college’s grand opening, and numerous Bible 
Seminars. A related urban legend claims ghosts 
inhabit each of these rooms and like to interfere 
with Program reading. Likewise, this is also a half 
truth. Most ghost sightings occur in the B&G 
office and the computer lab. The most commonly 
sighted ghosts include those of Socrates, that 
weirdo who invented the Great Books Program, 
and Stan the goldfish.

LECSND: Many of our current tutors, when 
they attended the college, only wrote a Senior 
paper, and it was only 2 pages long. FACT: Hard 
to prove either true or false. There are a whole 
bunch of Senior papers on file in the library, so go 
research it yourself if you’re so interested. I don’t 
want to and the tutors don’t like talking about it.

LEC^ND: A goodly number of Johnnies smoke 
the marijuana. FACT: This is false. There is 
absolutely no marijuana use here at St. John’s.

LEGEND Mr. Carey, when he was an under-
graduate at Annapolis, threw a burning mattress 
from his dorm room window. FACT: This is true. 
He also threw out a burning pinata, table, kitchen 
sink, Britannica Great Books set. Ford Mustang, his 
roommate, surfboard, television and a nuclear 
bomb.

LEGEND: Those gates on Lowers are there 
because, like. Lowers used to be full of girls and 
they didn’t want boys getting in. FACT: This is 
true. Back in the early days of our campus, socie-
ty looked down upon young people developing any 
form of relationship aside from an intellectual one. 
Therefore the most dangerous aspects of the 
youth generation, males, were placed to roam 
freely, like so many ravenous wolf-monsters, in 
Uppers. The girls, valued for their precious virgini-
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Some people dream of a world without vio-
lence. Others work to make it happen.

Are you looking for a way to add meaning to 
your life? The Santa Fe Rape Crisis Center is 
looking for volunteers. If you would like to help 
out, there are a number of ways to volunteer. If 
none of the ways described below sound like 
they’re right for you, please call 988-1951 during 
office hours (M-F, 8-5) for more information.

For people who are over 21 and have a car, 
you could become a hotline advocate, fielding calls 
four shifts a month on the SFRCC hotline. The 
shifts run from 6-15 hours when the office is 
closed, and you have to be available the entire 
time. Currently there are fourteen advocates and 
not every shift is covered. This is a chance to 
make a direct impact on the life of a survivor of 
sexual and/or domestic violence. Ask for Clareann 
for information on the next training session.

For the more politically minded, you could 
become a court monitor. Court monitors are 
trained volunteers that attend court proceedings to 
monitor the legal process of sexual assault and 
domestic violence cases. Volunteers work in col-
laboration with the League of Women Voters to 
identify the justice system’s challenges and success-
es. Results are complied annually and are used for 
education, legislation, and helping to facilitate justice 
for survivors. For more information on that, con-
tact Maria Jose at the SFRCC.

SFRCC also sponsors several outreach pro-
grams including Youth Organizing for Diversity, 
Project AWARE, and PASA (Partners Against 
Sexual Abuse). Youth Organizing for Diversity 
organizes presentations and workshops on prejudice 
reduction, ending homophobia, educating against 
oppression, and honoring diversity. Project AWARE 
works in the elementary schools to educate about 
sexual abuse prevention. PASA works in the

schools and immigrant and Native American com-
munities, educating about healthy relationships, 
gender respect, communication, and prevention of 
sexual harassment and assault. To find out more 
about any of these programs, please contact the 
SFRCC office and ask for the head of the pro-
gram youre interested in.

Again, if any of these opportunities sound like 
they may work for you, or if you have another 
idea about how you’d like to help out the center, 
please call the Santa Fe Rape Crisis Center at 
988-1951 during office hours (M-F, 8-5). You don’t 
have to have any experience or be a woman, you 
just need to want to help. Even if you dont want 
to change the world, if you want to help one per-
son, this is a good outlet for that desire.

Additional useful phone numbers:
Rape Crisis 24-hour hotline: 
local: 986-9111 
toll-free: 800-721-7273

All of the following numbers (and more) are 
available from the advocate on the Rape Crisis 
hotline.

Alcoholics Anonymous:
982-8932 
Meetings daily.

Crisis Response of Santa Fe:
888-920-6333
24-hour hotline; mobile unit will go anywhere 

in Santa Fe; free.

Santa Fe Health Department:
827-3560
Anonymous AIDS testing: free STD screenings: 

emergency contraception.

ty, were locked away as prisoners in the fortress-
like atmosphere of Lowers, released only for 
Seminar, tutorials, lectures and Polity meetings. To 
further discourage normal interaction amongst stu-
dents, the faculty fastened steel chastity belts to all 
their female undergraduates (apparently some of 
these women still wear theirs!) Ways in which the

students attempted to bypass these barricades 
included girls wearing their hair out long enough 
until boys could use it as a rope, killing the security 
guards, and even climbing the gates that sealed 
Lowers - ‘cause, you know, them gates ain’t exactly 
hard to climb.

LEGEND: This article is over. FACT: This is true.
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THE ALLIANCE FOR DEMOCRACY IS NOT 
A TERRORIST ORGANIZATION

...And  after  reading  all  thos e Suprem e Court

OPINIONS, I AM NOT GOING TO LAW SGHOOL..

The first meeting of the Alliance for 
Democracy opened with the reading of a quota-
tion.

“Beware the leader who bangs the drums of 
war in order to whip the citizenry into a patriotic 
fervor, for patriotism is indeed a double-edged 
sword. It both emboldens the blood, just as it nar-
rows the mind. And when the drums of war have 
reached a fever pitch and the blood boils with 
hate and the mind has closed, the leader will have 
no need in seizing the rights of the citizenry. 
Rather, the citizenry, infused with fear and blinded 
with patriotism, will offer up all of their rights unto 
the leader, and gladly so. How do I know? For this 
is what I have done. And I am Caesar.”

Barbra Streisand recently read it at a political 
fund-raiser, attributing it to William Shakespeare. 
Immediately after Ms. Streisand’s remarks were 
made, it was discovered that she was the victim of 
an Internet hoax. The words were found nowhere 
in the Oxford Edition of the Complete Works of 
Shakespeare. Ms. Streisand even went so far as to 
print this information in her opinions posted on her 
web site, which she detestably refers to as “Truth 
Alert.” It is a pity that such an ambitious organi-
zation would get off to such a rocky beginning.

Before I go any further. I’d like to say a few 
words on behalf of the group. I do agree that 
politics in America has deteriorated into a shabby 
state of mere partisan bickering, and I think this is 
the fault of both of our major political parties. I 
do agree, that as more than one participant in the 
group mentioned, that the system is flawed and 
needs to be changed. I agree that the electoral 
college is a joke and that we are lucky if we are 
even given the illusion of democracy (the United 
States after all is a constitutional republic and not a 
pure democracy). Mostly I agree that if one dis-
agrees with a policy or an official’s views, one 
should do all they can to inform that official that 
he or she is not being representative of his or her 
constituency. So, as I said in the title, the Alliance 
for Democracy is not a terrorist organization.
They want to find a legal way to change their

government. It’s an honorable pursuit, regardless 
ideology, but a difficult one, particularly in today’s 
politically charged atmosphere.

However, I am concerned that the reasoning 
behind the group’s motives is in a certain sense 
political, and am unfortunately unable to contact a 
representative from them on a position on another 
tricky political situation, namely whether it’s right 
for the Democratic Party to violate election laws 
to replace New jersey Senator Robert Torricelli on 
the ballot so close to an election. But at the 
moment I’m not going to worry about personal 
opinions of myself or the Alliance for Democracy’s 
members on issues such as conflict in Iraq, tax cuts 
or social programs. Instead. I will do my journalistic 
duty to report their positions to the best of my 
abilities, and my editorial duty to make what sense 
(or nonsense if the reader favors a different line of 
logic) that I can of them by filtering them through 
my own sensibilities.

The goal of the Alliance for Democracy is to 
remove not only President Bush, but his entire 
cabinet and all his appointees from power, and 
have either a new election, or have Congress pick 
a new President, have any new change enacted. 
Exactly how this is going to work seems to be left 
up in the air.

“We’re looking to leaving that up to represen-
tatives for now. Our organization isn’t going to 
deal with that,” said Chaelan MacTavish, the 
group’s ambitious founder, who’s goal is to get a 
minimum of 50% of the population in any given 
precinct or constituency to sign a petition and 
donate a dollar (at the time going toward the pur-
chase of a post office box and an Internet domain). 
By joining the Alliance for Democracy, their name 
gets added to a petition that states their dissatisfac-
tion with the current administration and includes a 
request that steps be taken to remedy this dissatis-
faction with the removal of the president.

The one problem with allowing current gov-
ernment entities to make a decision in the matter 
is that allowing a Congress or the Supreme Court 
to name a President has already been done, and 
the result is what Mr. MacTavish contends is such a 
problem.

Mr. MacTavish claims that in fact Democratic 
Party challenger Al Core won the popular vote in 
Florida, but the Supreme Court’s opinion in the =>



<= matter of George W. Bush v. Palm Beach 
County Canvassing Board et al. states that, “On 
November 8, 2000, the day following the 
Presidential election, the Florida Division of 
Elections reported that Governor Bush had 
received 2,909,135 votes, and respondent 
Democrat Vice President Albert Core, Jr., had 
received 2,907,351, a margin of 1,784 in Governor 
Bushs favor. This was enough for Mr. Core to ask 
for a recount, a reasonable request which was 
probably a correct decision at the time, but as the 
chads began to dimple and it soon became obvious 
to most that in order for the battle for the presi-
dency to end, it would have to turn to the elec-
toral college. The Supreme Court, who in George 
W. Bush, et al. v. Albert Gore, jr., et al., “On 
November 26, the Florida Elections Canvassing 
Commission certified the results of the election 
and declared Governor Bush the winner of Florida’s 
25 electoral votes.”

Regardless of popular vote, the electoral col-
lege, though outdated and antiquated, is the decid-
ing factor in United States presidential elections.
Mr. Gore contested these results as well (once 
again, a reasonable reaction, considering the fact 
that he might have won the popular vote if it 
wasn’t for all those hanging chads, dimpled chads, 
and people who accidentally voted for Pat 
Buchanan), but the Supreme Court upheld Florida’s 
original decision to allow the state to certify their 
electoral votes to the candidate that they had orig-
inally granted them to.

For the Supreme Court to rule again, or for 
Congress to hold a special election would be 
unprecedented, and the constitutionality of it would 
be questionable. It wouldn’t be an unexpected 
result for an opposition group to form under a sim-
ilar name and campaign for yet another recount or 
reelection. This would set a precedent by which 
no President (or any other elected official for that 
mattet) would be in office for more than a month 
before he was ousted in the name of a fickle 
American public, thus destroying the political sys-
tem in the name of democracy gone mad.

One wonders how to constitutionally remove a 
living, sitting president without destroying the 
framework of the US Constitution. According to 
the Twenty-Fifth Amendment, the only way for a 
president to vacate is through death, resignation or

impeachment. In order for impeachment to go 
through, evidence of “treason, bribery, or other 
high crimes and misdemeanors,” must be proven 
and it would go through Congress in the procedure 
we are all familiar with from the previous adminis-
tration.

Mr. MacTavish has as much reason to claim 
high crimes and misdemeanors as opponents of the 
Clinton administration did. “The only evidence I 
see is in lying to the American public about his 
past. He had said in interviews that after a certain 
incident at Yale for shoplifting a Christmas wreath 
or something, that he had never been in any trou-
ble with the law since then, but yet he had a DUI 
when he was 30 years old.” just like random 
claims about the Clinton’s investments and presi-
dential indiscretions with staff turned into a fiasco 
in the Capital, it would be relatively easy to use 
information such as this to try for impeachment, 
the most readily available constitutional alternative 
to waiting until 2004 and letting the American 
public affirm whether they favor the President or 
not. In that situation, the vice president becomes 
president. For anyone who so detests Mr. Bush,
Mr. Cheney would not be a step in the right direc-
tion. Mr. MacTavish acknowledges this, saying that, 
“Ideally, it would be someone besides the Vice 
President because he wasn’t elected either. We’re 
not say ‘let’s dethrone Bush in favor of Cheney’ 
We’re saying ‘let’s annul the whole election and 
kick them both out, as well as all of Bush’s 
appointees.’”

Whether or not the Alliance for Democracy 
manages to overcome these hurdles and reaches 
their goal of convincing half of the population of 
the United States to reject the Bush Administration, 
their greatest opponent is not John Ashcroft, the 
corporate media superstructure, or conservative 
voters from Texas (who were bashed heavily and 
unfairly over the course of the meeting): it’s time. 
Bush’s first term is already half-way into history, 
and by the looks of his policies, history won’t like 
what it sees. It’s more than likely that he will be 
a one term president, replaced legally and constitu-
tionally in 2004 by someone who pledges to send 
friendly letters to leaders of militant states who 
want this author to drop out of school, don a 
burqa and never be seen without a male relative 
again, and use taxes to rob the American public =>
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amy Williams

Recently, Dean Levine's office released a 
memo to all Seniors outlining Senior paper guide-
lines. It included a list of things that Seniors should 
never, ever, under any circumstances do in their 
papers. Here are seven things to avoid when writ-
ing your Senior paper. All excerpts are from real 
papers that have actually been submitted. It will 
amaze you that some of us have made it this far.

1 The essay should address a book or work of 
art studied in the program, preceptorial works 
included. For example, a member of our class, 
sophomore year, submitted the following, regarding 
Euripides Bacchae. to her Greek tutor: “The sec-
ond theory is sort of like Fight Club, where two 
people are really one and one is trying to remove 
the other, much like Edward Norton does near the 
end of the movie.” I hope you've seen this movie, 
cause I'd hate to ruin the ending for you. In fact, 
if you haven't seen it, go out and rent it before 
you finish reading this paper. GO!! RS. Don't let 
your daughter watch it, she's too young. This con-
tinues for three pages. She also uses the phrase: 
“First off, Pentheus is GAY!! FLAMINCLY gay.”

2 It should be written in clear, expository 
prose. A completely incomprehensible paper about 
Kant by another student included these sentences: 
“This is because they are universal, and so, encom-
passing everything, cannot be replaced by anything. 
And also. Practical reason was developed to address 
the Antinomies of Pure Reason.” The entire paper 
was written in this ridiculous, unintelligible manner, 
and they still let her pass.

3. Poems are not substitutes for a prose essay. 
The following poem was submitted to a freshman 
math class. It is entitled. In Praise of Euclid (in bad, 
bad verse). It began: "Euclid of Alexandria, in his 
Elements, that wacky lad/ Created the world of 
only five solid figures, and/ On cube, dodecahe-
dron, and pyramid/ octahedron, and icosahedron 
he placed his bid." The poem also included a

butchered version of the enunciation: "in a circle 
the angle in the semicircle is right,/ that in a 
greater segment less than a right angle;/ and fur-
ther the angle of a greater segment is greater than 
right,/ and the angle of a less segment less than a 
right (angle)." The middle of the proposition is 
interrupted by the author's own admittance that 
the poem sucked. Hard. The proof continues, but 
it could take all night: "This verse, you see, is real-
ly hard,/ And I'm not exactly the world's if\ bard. 
Let this be a lesson to all. Senior or no, POEM- 
PAPERS ARE WORTHLESS."

4, Short stories are [also] not substitutes for a 
prose essay. The same, obviously stupid student 
who submitted the poem essay also wrote a short 
story explaining Euclid's definition five of book five. 
The story began: "A beast came from the vast 
expanses of Book V of Euclid's Elements, baring his 
teeth and proclaiming. Do you hear me? Worship 
me! The crowds looked at this beast of Definition 
Five with confusion. They had large frightened eyes 
and could hardly bear the sight of such a mangled 
and oft misunderstood creature. A single voice 
called above the crowd, ‘Why should we worship 
you, great Definition Five? Your meaning confuses 
us and we are slightly afraid of your usage. Prove 
to us your power and we will worship you as the 
handy mathematical tool that you are!'” As this 
student is currently a member of the Senior class,
it is clear that enabling means nothing anymore.

5, Please consult Paper Guidelines for St. Johns 
Students for matters of grammar and diction. This 
is more important than it may seem. The follow-
ing are three examples of comments received by a 
certain student from a certain tutor in a certain lab 
class a certain number of years ago. “Good notes!” 
This was placed next to four footnotes. “Good cita-
tion!” This included an arrow pointing to a footnote. 
Finally, my personal favorite, “Excellent indentation, 
etc.” Please note that the student is still here =>

<= of a majority of their hard earned income. By 
the time 104,710,953 Americans (half the popula-
tion according to current census figures) are 
found who agree with the group and are 
enthused enough to join it’s petition, Mr. Bush 
could well have been replaced the old fashioned 
way. Gonsidering the apathy of the current vot-

the time between now and the next general 
election enough support can be raised. If in the 
event Mr. Bush is reelected without controversy, 
it would be the duty of this group to step down 
from their platform and know that no matter 
how much they despise the man, democracy has 
been served to the best of the United States' 
abilities.
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Palestine
joe Sacco
Fantagraphics Books, 2001

When they decide to throw the Third World 
War, chances are very good that the invitations 
will be postmarked from Palestine. That little 
speck of desert has become a wedge driven 
between nations with the force of centuries.
And those very centuries are bearing down on us. 
Every week seems to bring a suicide bombing in 
Jerusalem, our headlines still concern themselves 
with our domestic collision with Arab violence, 
and the only more prominent news story is our 
imminent attack of Iraq.

What we are about to fight over should be 
made obvious: the world has become polarized 
into Jihad vs. McWorld, and the West vs. the 
Muslim world. Western secularism has become a 
religion equal to Islam in strength of creed, and 
we Americans have become its fanatics. Israel 
has, to some extent, become our outpost, the 
Western civilization on the frontier, face to face

with the enemy. And it is in this amalgamation 
of roles that Israel finds itself trapped. It is at 
once a religious homeland, forged during this cen-
tury by the backbreaking work of its founders. It 
is also a Western state, populated primarily by 
Europeans and Americans, funded heavily by Jews 
from those nations and by the governments of 
those nations. Consequently, it suffers from 
many of the same ills as those nations, sprawl 
being a particularly dangerous malady. Because it 
is both a religious and a western state, and is sur-
rounded by other religious but un-Western states, 
it is also a military state: service is compulsory for 
both men and women, and soldiers carry guns 
with live rounds, because they will probably have 
to use them. Where they will use them is in 
Palestine.

Or perhaps it should be said on Palestine, 
because the existence of Palestine seems to lie 
mostly in the Palestinian people. They are an 
expelled people, forced from the land they called 
home by the Israeli settlement, thrust into squalid 
camps that, when compared to the Israeli =>

<= while the tutor is not.
6. The four weeks after winter vacation con-

stitute the Senior essay writing period, but you 
should have done a lot of work on the essay prior 
to this time. Yes, procrastination can be death for 
a paper, as is evidenced by a paper that a member 
of our class of 2003 wrote for a high school 
friend in the span of 30 minutes the night before 
it was due, having not read the material: “Although 
views were different among the explorers that 
encountered Native Americans, Europeans under-
stood the information to mean that all Native 
Americans were inferior to their own culture. This 
misguided attitude led to much bias and hatred 
which continued for generations and generations. 
Clearly, a people so subordinate to their own 
deserved nothing better than guidance, in the form 
of annihilation and control. Religion was a frequent 
tool of the Europeans, who desired to spread 
Christianity through this newfound land." This 
paper ended with the quotation: “It would suck to 
be them," which was attributed to: Williams, Amy, 
The Age of Carmex or the Age of Cheese?, 
Penguin Classics, 1969. I admit it. I wrote this

paper. I'd be willing to bet that the aforemen-
tioned tutor would not look so kindly upon this 
particular citation.

7. While the Dean’s office does not particularly 
address this issue, I must note the importance of a 
good paper title. Here are some examples of bad 
paper titles:

Either My Experiment Was Really Bad or I Do 
Not Know What I Am Doing. Junior lab.

My Seminar Paper Consumes Me, or. Huygens 
Not Being Proved, Junior lab.

I'm Your Venus, I'm Your Eire, I Move on 
Epicycles, Sophomore math.

Speak to Me Cod. er. I Mean. Bach,
Sophomore music.

What Would Happen If Lucretius and Prout 
Cot in a Fight? Freshman lab.

More Laugher and Fun from the World of 
Ancient Creek Brought to you by PLATO and Ms. 
Dwyer on the Crand Day of Sunday. December 
5th, 1999 at 9:29 p.m.. Freshman language.

Let this be a warning to all Freshmen: have 
your fun now, while you can, because you won't 
be able to later. And to all Seniors, Codspeed.

(15)



<= suburbs that have taken their place, even fur-
ther accentuate the chasm between the posses-
sors and the dispossessed. It is from the depths 
of this divide that they rise into our conscious-
nesses as suicidal murderers. To us they cease to 
be men and become simply the other, they are 
enemies: they have become, in the parlance of 
our time, terrorists.

Yet, something that seems to have been for-
gotten in the War Against Terrorism is that what 
is terrorism to us can appear to be martyrdom to 
others. And this is where the situation becomes 
magnified. An attack on Israel becomes an 
attack on Western society, and, conversely, an 
attack on Palestine becomes not just an attack on 
a small people, but an attack on the entire 
Muslim world. This fact is staring us straight in 
the face as we continue to come to grips with 
last year’s attacks, and also currently, as we pre-
pare to invade Iraq. While Iraq’s nuclear threat is 
certainly global, we should bear at the forefront 
of our minds that the SCUD missiles that we 
watched streak across our television screens dur-
ing the Gulf War were pointed at Israel. The 
Palestinian situation is becoming the focus around 
which nations revolve.

The study of the Palestinian situation is 
imperative, not only because of its philosophical 
difficulties, but because we are being drawn into 
orbit around it. We are, as life forces us to do, 
not only paying for our own sins, but also paying 
for the sins of our fathers, and those of our 
fathers’ fathers. A century of conflict is bearing 
down on us. And as time collapses upon us, and 
rumors congeal into the facts of life or death, we 
should take a moment to remove ourselves from 
the force of our past and try to see the situation 
as it is. This moment should be spent with 
Palestine.

joe Saccos’ account of his travels in the occu-
pied territories is brilliantly told. The Palestinian 
story is told by those who live it, and as he

relays those stories to us, we become travelers in 
that land, looking through his eyes. His vision 
acute: he never stoops to propaganda, or even 
complete acceptance of the face value of the 
histories that he hears. Instead, both sides of this 
conflict are presented and the task is left to us to 
do what we will with them. His focus is the 
occupied territories, not because he sides with 
the Palestinians but because that is where the 
conflict is: it is where one must begin if one 
wants to begin to untie this knot.

Mr. Sacco does not try to begin the untying. 
He appreciates the intricacy of the situation. He 
offers no concluding remarks about how we 
should all Join hands and then peace will abound, 
no endorsement of a U.N. resolution, no plug to 
write your congressman. Instead he relays the 
story in all its insoluble complexity. He conveys 
that complexity with a story line derived from his 
own heart and the hearts of scores of others, and 
a masterful use of sequential art.

The art switches between clear, black and 
white detail, and larger-than-life caricature, as 
does the conflict itself. The opening panels will 
make you dizzy, as dizzy as truly confronting the 
place we call Palestine should make you. Yet, 
you’ll find yourself surprisingly sober as you are 
told of Israeli interrogation. After the first few 
pages you will be swept away in the rush of per-
spectives, both objective and subjective, that Mr. 
Sacco washes over you. Simply put: his book is 
masterful.

It is imperative that we, as participants in the 
struggle to resolve the conflict that has arisen in 
the desert where East and West meet, discover 
the roots of the conflict. These roots run deep 
in us, in our enemies, and those who merely look 
on: everyone and no one is to blame. Once we 
find those roots we must weed them out. That 
weeding out will be a defining moment of our 
lifetimes. Mr. Saccos book is the ideal place to 
begin our search.

DO YOU LIKE TO COMPLAIN THAT THE ARTICLES IN THE MOON STINK?
THEN GET OFF YOUR LAZY, WHINEY BUTT AND CONTRIBUTE!

• • ■ ALL TYPES OF SUBMISSIONS WELCOME • • •
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R; Before beginning any critique of pure fun, 
one must ask themselves where pure fun may be 
found. Is this not true, Garcia?

G Why, yes, indeed it is so.
R: And is it not also true bigger is always bet-

ter?
G It seems so to me, Socrates.
R; Thus, does it not follow that bigger, or larg-

er, amounts of radioactivity would be more fun 
than smaller, or meager, amounts?

G Yes.
R; Then it seems to me that there is only one 

place worthy of our attention, where civilians can 
have pure fun.

G O, sing to me muse, the wrath of the US 
Government! Sing to me of the Trinity Site!

R: Imagine a place, if you will, where the land 
is barren and empty. Where cacti grow in a spe-
cial way. Where you feel penetrated at all times.

G Penetrated?
R; Don’t get too excited Garcia — it’s radiation 

doing the penetrating.
G Radiation is the only thing penetrating me 

lately.
R: Shut up and start imagining. Imagine a 

place where overweight security officers stand at 
their jeeps and tell you “No don’t go that way . . . 
you may not enter."

G Imagine all the people living life as one.
R; Yes, imagine all those people. And now 

imagine them all old and staring at a hole in the 
ground.

G I see it master. I see it.
R; What you see young one, is none other 

than the Trinity Site.
G Oh, now I remember. The Trinity Site was 

a majestic place. There were level fields of dirt 
everywhere.

R: Yes, yes, level fields of dirt and an incredible 
number of geriatrics wheeling around in a desper-
ate search for trinitite.

G But prey tell Rosenberg, what is trinitite?
R; I don’t know, but it didn’t taste like much.
G FOOL! Weren’t you paying attention when I 

told you at the lab meeting? Trinitite is a highly 
radioactive, green, glassy substance formed by the 
immense heat of the atomic blast. Touching it is 
bad enough, but ingesting it is only for minds like 
those of Orsinger. Any brain damage isn’t going to

be sensibly noticeable.
R; Phew. So I’ll be okay?
G Shut up, plebeian.
R; Anyways, the Trinity Site is a very educa-

tional experience. It is the site where the first 
atomic bomb was detonated. And it’s only open 
twice a year.

G Tickets must be bought years in advance, 
seeing as it is the most entertaining place in New 
Mexico.

R: Not to mention that the mentally ill travel 
from all parts of the world to bask in the radiation: 
they believe in its powerful healing properties.

G Those people weren’t mentally ill! They 
were from Texas!

R: That must explain the guy who was wear-
ing a neon-pink hat that said “SHOOTING” on it.

G While that explains all the idiots over 40 
who were there, it does not explain, however, all 
the people our age who were there. We were 
doing some investigative reporting...what were they 
doing?

R: God bless guns, God bless bombs, God bless 
the Trinity Site, and God bless America.

G 1 recommend that everyone go there! It’s a 
great singles meeting place. You can find other 
D&D physics dorks like me and you who find high 
levels of gamma radiation sexy. And best of all, the 
radiation makes you sterile, so there’s no chance of 
pregnancy!

R; Amazing.
G Yeah, I’ve stopped taking my birth control!
R: Me too!
G Lets see, Rosie, can you think of any other 

interesting thing we saw that day?
R: We saw a bomb casing.
G Oh yeah! Fat man! Fat man was dropped 

on Hiroshima, or Nagasaki... I don’t remember.
R: It’s all the same on an atomic level anyways.
G Although, certainly the most exciting thing 

we saw all day was the balloons hovering over 
Albuquerque in the morning. Otherwise the trip 
was a big yawn.

R; So I guess size really doesn’t matter after 
all.

G Well it does ... just not when it comes to 
trips.

R: And remember all things involving mush-
rooms are bad. . . I mean anything involving =>
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zie s!r erin hanlon

Dear Suzie Stuart,
My latest care package was a box of apples 

and I don’t know how I am going to manage to eat 
them all! What should I do?

-Sophomore in Suites
Dear St^omore,
Have a fondue party! You can melt both

chocolate and cheese in your water boiler if you
keep the temperature low and stir constantly. You
can also make great caramel (just watch out, it can
be a bit sticky when it comes to clean-up).

***

Caramel
1/2 cup butter
2 cups packed brown sugar
1 cup light corn syrup
1 Hoz. can sweetened condensed milk 
Melt butter, being careful not to burn it. Add 

brown sugar and corn syrup. Bring to boil, stirring 
constantly. Add sweetened condensed milk. Bring 
to boil and again stir until candy thermometer 
reaches 240’ (or consistency looks thick enough).

To serve: cut up apples and dip in caramel. 
Enjoy.

Dear Suzie Stuart,
There is this girl in my language class that I 

think is really cute. I want to invite her to my 
place for a home-cooked meal (she lives on cam-
pus and I don’t) but I still haven’t can’t cook any-
thing but omelets. What do you suggest?

-Don juan 
Dear Don Juaa
I know a few simple dishes you can make 

(assuming she is not vegetarian), that when accom-
panied by a salad will make a nice well-rounded 
meal.

Rosemary chicken
Chicken breasts (approx. 1 per person), cut in 

strips or cubes
1 Tbs. dried rosemary
1 clove garlic, minced
Heat a skillet to medium heat, add garlic and

chicken. Sprinkle pan with rosemary (adding less
or more per your taste). Cook chicken, stirring
occasionally until it is a light golden brown. You
can add a little olive oil to the pan before you put
in the chicken, I prefer not to as the chicken as
enough juices to cook itself.

***

Rice pilaf
1 Tbs butter
1 cup rice
2 cups water
1 bouillon cube any flavor (I prefer chicken)
In one pot boil water with bouillon cube. In 

another pot, over medium heat, set the butter to 
melt. Once melted pour in the rice and stir until 
the rice is lightly browned. Add the boiling bouil-
lon water from the first pot, cover, and cook until 
rice is fluffy (or according to directions on bag).

Tip of the week:
By now the novelty of Aramark has worn off 

and we are all becoming just a bit tired of the 
food. But before you or I complain we should ask 
ourselves what we could do to make things better. 
Deborah, jeff and john are always very open to 
suggestions, and Deborah has been looking for new 
recipes for both the vegan crowd and those missing 
mom’s home cookin’. So if you like something 
give them your compliments, and if you don’t like 
it, try to come up with some ways they could 
make it better.

<= mushroom clouds.
G Right. Remember kids! Stay sober Ned!
R; Seeing as though there was not much pure 

to be found at the Trinity Site, our search must 
continue.

G Yes, continue it must.

R; Garcia, are you pondering what fm pondering? 
G Why, 1 think I am.
R: PORN.
G We MUST find massive amounts of 

Pornography! To Albuquerque, the porn capital of 
the state!
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f'St.!John's college <3JXOX]^l repoxt
September 2000-August 2001 
September 2001-August 2002

Criminal offenses that took place on-campus:
Criminal offense Total occurrence on-campus 

1998 1999 2000 2001
a. Murder/Non-negligent manslaughter -0- -0- -0- -0-
b. Forcible sex offenses (including forcible rape) -0- -0- -0- -0-
c. Nonforcible sex offenses -0- -0- -0- -0-
d. Robbery -0- -0- -0- -0-
e. Aggravated assault -0- -0- -0- -0-
f. Burglary 7* 8* 1* 1*
g. Motor vehicle theft -0- -0- -0- -0-
h. Arson -0- -0- -0- -0-
i. Negligent manslaughter -0- -0- -0- -0-

[*All  were  vehic ee  burgl aries  of  townspeople ’s car s parked  in lot  a .]

None of the above criminal offenses took place in residence halls.

There were no criminal offenses as listed above in (a)—(i) that manifested evidence of prejudice 
based on race, religion, sexual orientation, gender, disability or ethnicity [“hate crimes”] on campus.

There were no arrests on-campus for the following:
■ Liquor law violations
• Drug law violations
• Illegal weapons possessions

There were no “disciplinary actions/judicial referrals” for any of the above noted violations (a)—(c) 

The complete report is available at <http://ope.ed.gov/security>

Campus incidents report were made for the following in:

2000-2001;

Auto accidents - 7 
Missing property - 2 
Obscene phone calls - 21 
Other - 20 
Thefts - 18 
Vandalism - 13 
Vehicle Tows - 57 
Vehicle tow attempt - 1

2001-2002;
Accidents - 1 
Auto accidents - 5 
Obscene phone calls - 37 
Other - 9 
Thefts - 12*
Attempted Theft - 1 
Vandalism - 6*
Vehicle Tow - ^44

[* Two vandalisms of snack machine resulted in thefts.)

(19)
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