
RArIONAL ANILlAL - l'OLlflOAL ANIMAL: 
. . 

· Natur- and uonvention 1.n auma.n Speeoh and Politics• 

bJ Laure.noe Berna•• 

In tne beginning of his Poli tioa Aristotle argues the. t "man 

ia b7 nature a politioal animal." .· In faot man ie more a politioal 

animal than a111 bee or a.n;v herdin~ anim!il, for "man alone of the 

uimala ha• apeeob, 11 "man alone of the &nimala baa reason," "man 

alone of the an1JD$la haa loaoa." A word should be said about this 

word logo1, whioh oan be translated ae ward. speeoh. aooount, • 
araument, rat1Q, or reaaon. Logos ie oonneote~ to the verb l~,:2 

whioh mee.na to 1peak .and to piok out, to seleat, to oount. Our 

·words oolleot, aeleot, and eleot are oonneoted with the a~me ~erb. 

Logos la aeleoted, eleoted, and ohoaen speeoh, meaningful apeeoh, 

thoughtful B.Pe•oh. 'When people •peak of Arie totle' s definition· ot 

man aa the rational animal t hey are referring to hie statement that 

man alone of the animala poaaesaes logos, possesses thoughtful speer«·.· 

~riatotle goes o~ to say: 

Uow voiae funotions us a aign of pa i n ~nd pleasure ~nd 
thereforo is possessed by the other animale too (for 
their naturehd& gone ~s far as having eenaat1on of 

*"' leoture diven at ~t. John's College, Annapolis. May, 19'10. 

••1utor, St. John's uollege, .&\nnapolia; Ph.D., 195'1. rhe University 
ot Clliougo. 
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pain u4 pltaaure ·Uld 1lgnifJ't111 tb9•• thing• to •• 
e.noth••). a.s h&D. i• to• aald.q ol• u th• a4••'aa•ou• 
a.n4 the h&l'lltul~tllereto•• •1•• th0 jaat and th, un­
ju1t. Por thia_ l• a.,.oial to •• alo~• 019pare4 wlwl\ 
·th• otbar entaala; h• alont has 1.u,~tioa. or soo4 ci:;.14 
bad. and. jut an4 •jut and tba Uk•. 4D4 th• o~t7 
et th••• tbtq• ...... a houa•hel.11 UMl a 1IJ.&•... ·· 

(12$l• 9-18) 

-- a po11t10.i ~' .•ltf• !!IP• au .. · 01•u th• uvuitq•f)U and 

t~.• h~, 1'bl•h P••tuppo••• an anr.n••• ot tlbat ' 1• 1004 tor 

... •4 llhat 11 bd, 1d11•h tor Qilatotl·• , .. .., 11bat la in &o,or4 
, . I . 

With nat••• --·~ ·11atue, an4 11bat l• .oontr..,. to :natwa·•· f'bla 

aw .. euaa la a~p.,l .ill rouab~. apeeoh1 uul ;Mqbthl 11Wt~ -.tai~a 
. . 

th1ak1ag aboUt bw .• at la .. abar•4 la · toi.be 411tr1bu.ted., . h...,• 
-. . ' 

th• ahariq ot thl• a•a•n••• aak•• lt · po••ib1• tor a.n to · ~oui4er 
. . •' .•' - . 

how tll• a4Ta.nta1••• 1n4 th• h&Ntu1 ....._t ·t• be 41•t•1ntedi ' •bared., 
. ·. -~· . 

amt ·e.ppo,.,u.one«, lti •••• lt po••t•l• ,,,. •• t• eonattu 1'• ,Jut' 

aa4 41he unjaat. .ft• ee: nity,, er· ·•M~iq, •t 10•4 an4 b .. , ju.at.· 

aa4 unju.at •Ak•• .. a bou••hol4 ·&114 a ;a•llt • th•t ·. 1•. what .... • . oea-
. . . T 

antt7, an4 a polt,toai o• ·, unltJ pr-Ula11J, la ita awaell••• .r i.&9 ... 
~ -r " ' , i . . . - ' . •. . . 

tq a 0~21 1004, . that goo4 11 ju1t1••, nuel.J, ..,_t ia oon•etiY-4 · ot . 

u ih• rilbt .. 41•t•1b~t1on ot .. a4Y•taa•• .- huu • Po11t10.i . a·oot9tl•• 
•a·'.·then. b• oharaotei-laed in t...U ot th• oonoept:lau ot jut.toe, tbG 
. . . . ·.. . . • I 

•~-i>tiou ot the •~lht 4tatrlbutlon ot a4nntaa•• &n4 u.a,. of ... 

ati•• or authoritatiYe, in eaoh.1 . .. 

. I 

Moat of *1; -·· '~~ 1'al'31 ••l4, J; h-1e>1, S.• nt~ . t•• baM io 

ua4er1tand. • . Bu.tabO'lll.4 "'not b• bothered. l>J at lea1t ••of~' 

k•~ t•l'N ~u~' ~J•f.P4T . J .... purti•~Nl7 ~u ttN nat~~- ·: 

'1-~' w ~tu• ,,. 4o ,1tb. goo4 . ~4 l,);~f J••tlt• Q4 ln~1t~••., 
. . . ~ ~ . ~ .. 

I• ·not th• b1atote11Q oonoeption ot natue obaol•t•T Do·•'*•' not 
. .. 
tean what nature ••an• tPCm 11•4.ern n&ttµtal aoiene••, aDd traa· 

!~~~; ii~i :9lAt!0f·J~1t1!23t J1b-1it3J~9af. 1i.;. 2f13J2Z'~c! ! 012. b l; 

'•' 
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the aooial aaienc•a t hat model themselves on them? But before 

taking up the theme natur• and Ari•totl• 1 a unde:rstan41iag trr Ntture 

we should, perhapa, explain wh7 we oonoern oUl'a•lves with Aristotle 

at all. I sball try to deal with taat queation under t'j.ve heada, 

41aouaaed ·in 1nor•aa1ng order ot importance • . 

1) Ariatotl•'• a;pproaoh to nature and philosophy- was t he 

approach oppo1ed by th• found.era ot the modemaoientitic approaoh. 

a1 •••ing what they ••r• reaoting againat, what they rejected, 

we come to underatand better the point ot view dominating our 

tb•usht an4 O\U' tlm••; we aoa• . to under1tand ouraelvea b&t.te:r, 

Pi'em thia point ot view we approach Ariatotl•'a philosophy aa a 

hiatorioal datu.. 

2) Aooording to the view ~hich trie• to understand modern 

lit• in 1uob • vay,; ·they olaim, as 11 appropriate to the unique­

ness o~ our situation, the Exiatentialiat, or HistoriQal Relativist, 

or Radical Hiatorioi•t, or Heideggerian view, world views are pri­

marily creative projeets ot ditterent ages or different men in 

4itteNnt as••· True openness, openness to determine the way which 

would ba the •ut~entia way tor ua, requires treadom trom the blind.er1 

impoaed upon ~· bf our tradition. A.r1atotl• wa1 &DlOng thoe~ who 

were •oat deol•i~• in torming the tr~ditiQn. To clear out. ~he 

cobv•ba, to liberate Oiu'aelvoa :rrom th• ti-adition fn ourselves. 

since it la a tradition of thought, requires µnderstending it. _ 

Liberation from the · tradi.tion, baaed on undars tariding 1t, ia require., 

in order to · open ourselves to the broader perapeotivas that a unititH 

planet requ1rea. 

3) · There· ia what oan be called the Cr~sia of Modern Science, 

of the Modern View or Nature. That is, modern scienoe, the :m.odern 
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vl•v et aatuae •• -. te b• ua'91• to aaJI• liqae ot .._ ...-u •t 

b'-b uazdq, ol th••• 111d.ll9• wbl•h uaa moat :•o ua,t i.-.-

'betn1•t 1•04neaa • batl.a:aa·a, ~d.Jia••• • uafalNe••• n•1Dl1U•J,• 

bu.uaa, be1.11117 • ql.:ia•••• _. ·aeten•l•tie •••ial ••i .. o• ••-­

po•t• that ••1entitlo ••U• • ._otJ •••"•~la•• "•due juq--~~.• 
~· r ' ... 

. Inatea4 ot r•ti..-1 J•l••ipl•• et aatt .. guitaaoe I•• 111• l• · 

abtuil4""•• to wul•• ;_ ar 'WUlea••• ·• at .be•t1 wo ,.u.:Ltl•• 

ot 9~•41•97· •"'•1• J.a1•*•t1•'• v:l.•-ot ••._.and. JnilU. t:.&.9•• 

th91e 4!atln•"1•• nieh.v• flD4 ......... uaad.neJWl. t• .. 

pr• .. ••'•'itt.o · 1•aottea1 li•••·• •taillaetlcma 1111• th• 41ataw'l•· 

'between go04l · U14 ba4, •*• aeue. ~ itJt.• .... , _ .. , .upporwtq a 

,souild view ·ot h"taail Jit• v• look t~ ••• it pel'bapa AIPl~tMl•'•­

viev. ot ria,ua 1• aet to lte alt•s••h• UaQi:teti t•'·· 
I · •' . 

'Qll:der the h•a4 ot tlb8 C-S"i•i• · ot IH4-. · ••ii.ea• th•~• l~. ..i.e 
' . 

~~ prob1• of tshe lntelli..,lli'r .. et mo••• •tlb...atl.oal Pbl'•ioc, 

011 ••••ta41na tlbat . 1,, ....... au 1111.at ltj --~d· p .......... . 

ot und.w.1tan4tng.how it »olatea .to ou.· lu4.._11d •"l>•l•o•. 

~ a •lp, 'but OlllJ' ••tan, •f '1b.at ·• • .,. .. ••• ~-t U. oout•e 

tlh• clullioal Oza•• WGl'4 ,_ •o'•···· ft1p,ti'ilt\:. . IP'•tw'i 4P•• 

aaaa •Oien~·., but ic alilo lile.a JmoW1e4a• . and ude•1faanitl.q • . 

Theugbtt\ll 1tdu.ta ot oluaiaal O.ei.k nOlf uattat4' :b•tOll'• tliUltt• 

lat;" •Ri•tilli wtth tU wo1'14 aoien••• beeau• ·to ua. 1oien::lai· · 

uuall,- uana _. .. ••tenoe, pr•-.t.••ntl7 ~t.thematiloal ~•1••·· 

I.DA .,hla aoi~n•• d••• 8" • •• to 1>• n.e ...... s.17 acoc..,anle4 "' 

lllJ.dat-atandtng. 

4) Some look to u11totl• with a Yia·E to tM aeed r.. a 

OQ!ll'•eh•naiv• natu.iral pb.iloaephJ' llhleh aoul.,,t ub •en.a• a.tt ot the 

•11puation ot ae4•ftl . ••t.ao• hCli 'ih• vu14 ot tnaan uaalag b7 
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relating both within a unified view ot th• natural vorld. 1 

.$) We atu47 Plato and A.riatotl• beoau•• we auapect that th.~y 

may have articulated and claritled moii• ad•quatel7 than •llJ'On• 

•l•• the preauppoaitione and prinoipl•• ot tbenatUl'al human 

underatandlng, that ia, pre-aoientitio or pre-pbiloaophio think­

ing, . that order ot un4eratancl1ng with vbioh ·•very aan muat begin 

all ht• thinking, that order ot underatanding which the ditterent 

kinda ot aoi•nt1t1o thinking are neoeaaarllJ aoditic·ationa ot, 
that order ot understanding ot thing• Wb.ioh la :r•••aled through 

our 41acou:r1e about th• object• ot ordinar1 experlenoe. 'I'hat aen 
. . . . . 

ue oampell•d to think about .thiqa · in certain preaorib•d va7a . 
; 

doea not ••tal:tli•h that th• tliqa thought abou• ln th .. elv•• 

are, or are not, •• they are thought to be. It ve want to a9'o14 

dogmatic t14ei.am (th• unp•tloaophioal faith tpat~ t~nga a• ju1t 

a• ve experienoe them) or 4opatic •o•ptioi•• (th• dOf!'Pl& that we 

know that thing• 1n th ... elv•a cannot .be u v• e.q>erienoe th•) 

a mu.oh more povertul dogaatlam .. ong· the lea.med ot our tilll••• 
ve au.at be open a~ · ieaat to the poeaib111tJ tha~ th• orientation 

ot the natural human understanding e.nd h\llllan diaoowae ma1 be 

that inatrum•nt ot 1.•arning, underataDiing m d oaamnm.icaticm. · 

emplo7ed by vhat ia perhapa th$ only animal ope~ to the whole 

and to the eaaeno•• ot things. Ve turn to Plato and Afl•totl• 

tor help in exploring thi• po1aibilit7. Ariatotl• take• hu.mftn 

ap•eoh very aerioual7 becau1• the ••aning .of, th• · lmplioationa qt, 

ordinary apeech, properl7 refined, aore . than an7thin; •l•.•, 

aooordins to hia, aoJte, ••Y• than a,.ltelio 11atlh .. atsics, ••7 lead u• 
. . . . 

--.2 ..... - ."!""uf .... """. I -.-.-g-.. J. A. W•i•ll•ipl~. .,., "R'l Jl!:t•\ lf eio,. Al,.bertu11 
M&linua L:yo••• BJ.••~ ~··~· Ill. t 9SJ, · · . 



The 14•• ot nature hu . al~•J• opcn1pl•«S1 a, it not· th• ·~ k•f 

position in Wbat we o~l th• •••t;•r" tr-41tion ot thollgbt •. 
. ·. .. . .·· . . . . · . , 

Tbroug1lout tbe · h111i91"J at v•at•:rn thC)\lpt tbe ~-enta.). la fuel 

v•r• ~su•4 in t•"'8 ot oppo11itlpu b•tw•• ~Jtw-_. · and aoa,t).l.inc_ 
. . . 

ela•: Hat'Ul"• an4 ~aoe, Jfatiire an4 Supernatui-e, th• nat11zt,i ~ · 

the 41vine; b•tv-.i.1 Hatur• all4 AJ-t; b•tv••n JI'~~- and Con••ntiPlll 

. between NatUJ'• anA- Pr•,4Qll; between ~ft~• an4 Spt;1,, ·an,4 ~•twf•D 

BatUJ1• and Hi•to17. 3 

~- tact Aria1io11•• •ons other•, f~f•1;• .,hi~~aoptiJ ~d r;o!­

eno•. thema•lv•• ocm.e, l~to th• world vfth the 4l•oov•l"J ot ~·~\11'•.4 
; . . . 

There v•r• and at1ll ~· P•OPl• Who hav.- ~ 4l•t1not ~d~a. "of D.~'W'P· . . . . •. , . . . . . . . . . - . . . . . ,, .. '. . .. . ,. ..... , . - ' ... 
~ ' . ' I .' • • •• . ' •· ' . ' • ' • 

The_ 10or41 nature . an4 nat\11" ~. ( Gre.-k Vi{.~l• and . $J•llf~~ 4() 110~ · 
. . . ' . . . 

oootQ" in th• Ol~ Teat .. nt, or in the ao,pel'. -~•f oooQI'. t~~,\·~~ 

thl•• in th• l•tt•r• ot th• mo•~ aophl.i;io-tecl ~~ 'h-. He;. 'l'~:JtiJ• . · 

••nt vritera, th• .J.po1~le fa\ll_, ·a¥ ~'1 in tf v•· o1;her pl$<fGf1 iJl 

th• lf•V T•ilt~ent.5 

Betol'e nature vu 411oove:r•d, vh•ii _tQ,ouahttul m•n von4eed 

an4 ·41•oourae4 mbout why thin&• are tbe ·vai th•7 are, tb•J talk•d 

about th• soda~ The theoiosot. th• gt!}olo.ot. - ~r•o•ded tu -~1!0-

logoi. · The gods ordered and oomand•d thing• to wallc : o~ . to go 1:':: . 

th•il' ouetom..PJ' W&J'8• The word way_ (4erek) oooura over: 1700 t~ 

3-• . The iut··:·~•• ·oppo1:it:Loti• · Pl'.•\\PP~•~ -tb~~aatur.• -. .,t .ao4••· 
~•t1.ll"al 1foieno• -'d o• oQ~•ot•4 wt~la "1'.'•· _"o•c"•~t ot J'latw..Y~." . 

4~ ~1• . diaouaa:l.on.: .la ~u.ad '. pbt*P11f \on; :th• cllaoua•lon in' IA• 
Strau••a Hf!t!p!J. Rlftf P4£!'tlf,(041o.~J -1953),. oh.~. _. . 

S. · miese ·:. en•••~ ena, ,. ;I) '.i4 : _,iii -Jqw t.t: i1HQ1t\1fl.· Otnttr• 
!.mo• to the Bibl• • . ll!ePdaana,· (1955). 
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... .a th• 014 teataaent ·and (ho4oe) ••·leu•: 83 time• in the lev ~••t­

ut.it. Th• god1 ordained that tire ebould bura. olouda gi'W'• rain, 

that th• earth ahould bri,.ng ,.torth crop•• that voaen .a:t).ould bear 

ohildr•n. that aoae 1hould ·not eat pig ••at ~ others ahou14 not 

kill oowa, that ••• ahould bury tb•ir .dead &n4 that other• •hould 

bUftl th-, that .. 'JltbdU'era •hou.14 b• put to death, or that th•J 

should pa7 thett- vlot1• 1 • relatives at lea.at one ox. The oomwan.4• o:t' 

the gods -ver• deli••red to tba anoe1tora· who were, oloaer ·to th• an4 

tranaaitted by elder• to th•i:r ott1pring bJ word ot ·mouth or b7 .writt" 

:reporta. Authority went v1th age, Vltb nearn•aa t• the IOUl'O. Of 

authority •. 

At a certain polat ••• eui-1·eu.a uut thouP,•.flUl. aaa 11111•. ll••• 
not1oe4 that . •o•• th.tn11 an• aome wa1• are alva71 ••• ••• ao 1Utta .. . 

: --

' what any one doe1 aluM.1t th-, an4 eth••• v.., t•- 11.m• tao ti.at aa4 · 
,. 

still oth••• would var7 hca tilll• to ttae .ao•e if aen dU 110·1 ll&1M 

thea h11ppen th• ••• · wa7. B• b•1in1 ii• be•Qll• •'-a»• or the 41a.ttr ,~ti · 

between th• .n•o•••&PJ" and th• aooidea~al. th• a•o•••U7 an4 tllle cu .. ;. 

tcnary, and the n•o•••UJ ·and th• urat:flioial. 

It the .... ·aanor one like bia ••Z-• to beocae .a .tra.v•ler, lit• 

Herodotua, h• then von14 &l.•o notice hov •*• wa:ya are tho ._. •••l'J 
Vb•••• -tor u-.ple, ti•• b'lirna tb•••• ••7 -both b-1'• and in P•Mia. 

ud other va7aYar7 1'P• plao• t• plaoe ua4h1111 -uibe, to ~,lbe • 
. · . . -

What •1U1.t . hav• be•Q. laQJ.~ . •~r1k.1q , at tt:rat; b,tc•q•· th•J' uat 

oontradiet · ••ov ••J• ". '11ii-e th• wa.7a that •UJ' trait tribe to 

tribe, the way• :that depend aoat on d•oiaiona aacl op1rl1Qna ot ,, ,.,~; 
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beeau1e th• optnlou .. n hold about the wa7• *hat VUJ .t'!'ca plaae 

t~ plaoe oont~a41•t eaoh others ·••I•, the deacl au.at be b•l•dJ theJ 

au1t not be burl••• but bUJ!"ll•d· !b••• oontra•iotion• l•a4 to even 

•o:re 1\md•ental oontradiotOl'J' opin1on1, oono•rning the veP, originl 

ot th• 1041. 

JlrQI on• poi~t ot view one lea.ma th• truth about auoh aatt••• 
. ' . 

~,. li•t•nini obed11tntl7 to th• aqthor1tat1v• voio•• ot the -.1dem1 
1 

tram an'ther o~• l,~arn• th• . t"'-th l»J •••inc t• on•i•lt. Han aut 

alv.,-1 in aoa~ aat,•r• hav• aad.• a 41ati.Qat1on ~·~v••n h•ertaJ 

•v14•n•• and •••1"1 tor on•••lt. 'lb:• ,u1plolol\ .b4tlim to a1•• 

that eat one oan~;·~•1iie .: '. · b• : •••.,.•I'• •• ,_. '" Dl!it\df, »•r­

•an•at an4 tund.-~-al au tba- ilbe •tla•• tkW• &Jt• ••aon4~, . . . " . 

••naient an4 , 4••1•&t1-.e. J\~th•r-, 0'1~ •••* i-•~ •••-.4.ti ~1'£n1• 
o•• their ••i•t•ao• te t•r•ihoupt1 £! la• nqa\•Q4d• -.a1• 
u• 1 _0 ditteitent, P•rllap1 tb•ir •o •ti • ...- .· t~•ir ••1•tl•no1 '• lo••"' 
V~~~t. Thq1e illlin11, wh:\cala •• eya""'*•ltl t)t• ,._., tda1oh ii 

not •vi,•ntly dep•nd ppoa 4eo1atona ot •an ••119 t• do ¥ha• tq•• 

do b7 th•••lve1, thPough e<m• internal power ot th.air own. Th• 
I . • ' 

aan Who h•• b•oOlle ·aware ot th••• dlatinotiona begin• to 41stln· 

IUi•b betwe•n 01.11" W&7 and !bl· V&J1 the W&J aooording to nature, 

that vbJ.~h 11 riS)lt . ~ food· in it••lt beoaus• it i• in aooord 

with nature and that wb.$.oh 11 rigt:lt and goo4 beoauae it ·bd been 

in1tltute4, l•sialat•4 etr ooma111d•d b7 o~ autborit1ea • 

. Th•l'e.tor•. to IU9lll'i&e, on the bMili or the dletinotiona 

between that wh1oh 11 ever,t.here th• • _. and that which varios 

from place to plao• and trca time to t.w and trom tribe t o tribe, 
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l»oitv•• W.at •• IM ••• tQI" Qn•••lt U\4 vb.at one Jl.•u• trcm authoii-. .-. . . '·: - . . · . . . ' 

- -

;e-4• on 4eo1•i~ Q..'\ totion• qt -.~ i;o ••• in11o an4 r-..J.p. :ln 
> - • ' · • 

. . • . 

b•i1:111 bet.'!~en qur 4'14 ••7 MA 1;~ ,1~ts 'f•f ·~~J~ -- Oll· th• bull 
. - . -

. Qt th••• 4i•t!Ji•tj,on1 11th-. ~~1,ll•Yd q4'tiot) Qt •••~• or v~ 1• ,.,11t 

up i~to tu nD~1 ... •t .-,.t""-'•' t , aq. 1iht qr•• h~, . ~d ·~ol\)V,l\t18'' • -

' o_n th• ot-... •6
· 0•1'taia-JND1 t~.a. ,_. o,.. ,o .b• 'al.1~4 ~wa·o~-· 

~O. ·~i.~nt;l•t a, ~tl1• t~. 'tbJii1': tbat ~kno•l•4&• f't thia 11t.ppuaatl7 

!~1J••Qnµ -.••••ltr, u'••• ••• ·~ nft · ~Wq iao•1i n••cltul~ 

_ 'l'h• 4i•ti.U,.~1Q~ -ll•tvetii 1')1.a.~ ~· - goq4 bt pt\M'• a:n4 •at 1• ·_ 

gQ04 ._J l•lf, ·ozt ll7 ·4o~v•:ntlon.; good ~'''-~' it JI po•it•f• q.-

leld down, or l•s1•1•'''' b, • .,.... Oi'\J.O~al t~ - po:l.~t,,.qtl • tthi~rJ. 

philosophy. . - . 
In Plato•• ll!z!blio, 1n 'th• -great-· debate abCll t th{'! 

,, 

nature and worth ot juatioe~ C\9epit• peat 411as:r•-•nt1 ab~·::. llhat 
. · .. '· ' ... 

ia truly good -arid what tnl.7 bu, all th• interlooutora •ha• th• 

premi•• that the good, Wh•t•v•r it •1 be l&OJ'• ,apeo1.tioa117; :i.a _ that 

whioh ia in acooaMllo-•vith nature, or goQd b7 nature. Humu. ooBAuota 

oonventiona an41ava tr• thil point ot view are evaluated not -in 
. . -

terma t.t Vheth•r tb•J' oo~ona .Ol' not 140 di.vine iav, but 1"'.!:>:~tha th.,-

are in aooord with, •• agi.in•t, nature;· aln b•o••a p~v•ra:t~. 

Philo,ophy, b-qma th1• po~t of ,vlfli, beo~,. -~e •f~ .,~iO\d 

ot _all -lwll.4 Pu.l"•ult,. - But . w~t-•v•r 1illare - ~• ~h~loeopb'r'' a clua 

vhichcan lJaolll4• •r•l!1$ p~~P•~••• ~lltr• •~f'l' , t~ at-1~~ ~tatora, 
or -imagea, ot ·pi,J.1o8QpAe,a, ••ii ' llho Ar~ •W~• At tb• 41,at~potion 

between l\.tQJ'e and Q(m\'Jl91\tion, l>ut ·*Q ~·v•r ·~ti.c~·n~l.1 ~~t,).eot on 

. 6. L. · Straua•, . ~· o\t. tJ P• 90. 
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th• rea•ona tor th• oonventiona; tlho tail to under•tand hov it ·oan 
be natural !or aen to live in aooordano• with oonventiona. Suoh .. 

••n, oall•d aophiata or int•llectuala, abua• th• diatinotlon between 

nature and oonventlon ao aa to und•l'min• a~,l oonventloaa, ao u to 

undel'mine ord.1D.U"J 4•e•o7. On• peraaaentt••k ot philoaopft7, then, 

undepatood 1D thi• ••'1• th• Sooratio va7, I believe, voul4 b• to 4•­

tend · ordlnar7 pre-philoaophio practioal · w1a4-· h'Gm ~:Qphlatlcal at• 

tack'; to pr.par•, it n•o•e••l'J'• a theeretiea1 4•1'•noe e:' ~•t1u~197 4$.;. 

o•noy agai]\at 1e:phlaticai aolenti• • . · ~theraere, Plate'• 4t.ale8"•• 

voul4 ••ea to auggeat that vh•r• there 1• 11toorru,pt1on ot the 701UP)l," 

aophiata produce lt, but both aophiat• an4 philoaophera pa7 tor it. 

One task ot politloal philoaoph7 then wuld b• W. edtatt•• philoiaoph7 

trait the opprobrium brought upon it bY its 1.aitatora. 

II 

Ve r•turn to 0\119 thtm•; ~b••-,o~eotiQD. between -.ii'• :ration­

ality, hi• having ~~goa, and hia being by ~at\ir• a political a~1mal. · 

In hil di•cuaaion ot th• •ooial and eOC)DOL-1!.0 preoon41tiona ot polit• · 

lcial 11t.e .&J'ia·totle ret•r• . twioe to tba Oyolope ator7 in bo~ U.•.o' 

the: 04>•••1· 7 Tb• Cfclop• 1toi-y migh~ be thought ot •• Bom•~,•• 
anticipation ot Karl Marx • . 

'l'h•noe •• ••11•4 on, 8J'i•v•4 at heart, and we cam• to 
th_• land ot th• C7olopea, an overv•en1ng .cd 1.awl••• . 
tolk, Vho, trusting in th• illlnortal god.a. plant noth1ns 
with their _han4• nor plough; but all _th••• thing• apring 
up tor th• without ·~11ing or ploughing, . Wh•at,e.and . · 
barley, and vine.a, 'Whloh bear the rio~ oluater ot wine, 
~ the rain ot Zeua g1vea tb .. increase. Heither ...... 
bliea ~or oouncil have they, new appointed lava, but tba7 
dwell on th• peak• ot lofty m.ountaina 1n hollow oavea; 
and. eaah one la lawgiver to ·b1a ohildren arid hi• vlvea, 

. . - . . . 
. . . 

7 • . fo11tlot. 1252 b 22 ..: 23 and 12.S.3 a .S. 
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"'4 ~•J u n~t t;.-.,b~_• th._•lv•• a,t;4!)•t •• ~9t~~· - _ I 
(11. 105-11, .. ) . 

047•••ua not kn.ow~ al.l that yet want• "to go and JU.k• trial ot 

tho•• aen, - to l•un 1dlether·th•7 are both inaolent uid wild and 

not juat. or 'tihether they love atranger• an.4 -ue go4-.r•u1ng .1n 

thought. " -( 11.· 174-76.) 9 - The OJ'olop1, Polnhemu• vaa a . aonatroU. 

•an, •who •h•ph•~d•4 hi• tlooka alone an4 a.tar, and DliDgl•d not 

with othqa, but lived apart v1.th hi• heart aet on lawl•5eneaa." 

(11. 187-89~) 

Odyaa.u1 -v!t~ twelve ot hia beat OOIU'a4ea en~4ra th• Oyolopa• 

oave. He aupplioatea the C7ol~p• in th• nan• ot Zeua, the go4 ot 

atrangera and gue1ta. 

so I apoke, e.nd h• atraightv-.,. 11t.ade anaver with pitil••a 
b•art: 'A tool a,~ thop, atr~g,r, Q" pt 0(90 h"• lf-ff.18, 
•••ing tbat tbau-bid4eat ae .eltb•r to tear or to •mm _ 
th• 1"-' • P• ~· C,ol~P•• t~• ~o · t~cn~lJl• tos- z.,,., 
Who beara th• aeg1•, nor of' th• . blea11t.1d goda,, ainoe . 

- v•r11~ wi. u• b•ti4•r t~ tb91l t ••1"' N'-Ir, .. \ll.d l, ~P '~ 
the wrath ot Z•ua, · apar• eithe-r th•• · .Ill' th7 OOlll"ade•• 
w:t.l,•a MY QtlQl ~·~t •bic>ul4 pld ••· (~l. 272~7a,) . . 

Sho~tl7 tb•r•~ter. havlAg.blop-•4 o~~ i:fb,• oa•• -..:t~,,~1 
' 

CJ~lops kill• Ind ••i;• t!•o ot OdJf•tnW • o.-•4••., ~· ~·• Qle$.f 

th&t h• int"14' t~ UQ ~~· ~Ml• ~~ - •11 ~t ~~ .. , -<>41.1•a•iw ~~•~v'~ 

~ wi,t~ tnt r-..IJlda ot hi• •M q~l .. .,. Qµ~ .• :p:J.'° t<a P¥t out 

tti, Of~l-,P•' .,~, •::.- 1'}l~1.- A• 1-• · ~-~ - I, ~·- J1-•tp,10 ft>,, Q79lf»pll 
. . 
•f~•' out a.ad. Q~Jl~ to •ll th• QJ'olqp~ l1ytns .ftt'tifbJ 1~ th'~~ 

~av••· Th•Y tb,rpng ~\'>out outa149' "~ ~~v' ~ Nf '4l"f .•il• ~' 
Vb.ether some ~ t• - k~lliN ~ ·bJ ~~~ W l'J· f""Q~, ~Pwf 

.· I... ~. ·· !':4 ~~:.:-:traula:tiontiP,An,taett.. ..1Lof1b;:Olu.._, •• 1: .td.bJtu,. .. . 
9. _ Inaolent and vlld •• _. 'o ha tlalanoe4. 96•1nst . lOT1ng . 

WUangRa ..... ,qt;::: Jmt .a•:tn•tl b•iN ... ..,, • ...._ ... t .... t. . 
10. Coneider Buripides• addition to the atol"'J', C1clo.£!, 11. ~Jl-

43 ,_· ·582r4. _ · 
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OctJ'CJe\UI b.aO. tol~ !Wa that hie nam• i• M--., h• repl!•a, '' .. 1•n4•, 
Hc:iaan i• killing me br guil•tnot by toro~.· 'l'h•f anawer that it' 

no aan le 4o1~ 7ou violence, p•rhap• it 1• Zeua, ao prq to om 

:tather, . Lor4 Po••idon; and then th•7 leav•. 04J•••ut later oon­

trlvea hi• eaoape tr• th• oave. 

The uoilOlllio needa ot the C7olopa ue provided tor bJ .the soda. 

Co.naequentl7 eocncaiopr•••ur•• do not pl"od th .. , aa pr1ait!v• ••n 
u• uauall7 pro44ed, into ~o~ing larger oa•untti•• tor th• liake . 

ot mutual aid, .ooopera.tion and. uoh~•· · Bttoau.aethe7 ·eenever 

moved to tora • · l~ger 11001ety, th•J never 4•v•loP IJrt arte or 

ora.tta be7on4 the JJinimal •kill• needed ttr a 11tl•pherd 1 a lit•. 'fl167 

live in oavea, ~ot houau, ·and, HOlller •f•Oitioall'J' -.nttona, they 

have no •hip•' .and no ••n to •ale• 9h1f~' •o. tmat; th•J ~t oro••· 

the sea and viait the oitiea ot otb9• folk u oth9r aen '°· But 

moat. ~ortantl7 b1 never rOl'llling oitl••• 201•!•• p°'itloc.l ce~ioti••• 

they n•ver .davelpp th• utaot .olvili••• cl!•oourae, the uts8 .or 

cc.matm.l.oation. 1~ Th• C)rel(;pa !a toelecl b7 a man .aJdllet in th• . . 

art· ot uaing wor4a ~ . !'lleii' laok of aldll; 01' . uit ·with V.Aa make• 

it iapoaeil>le tor .th- to cooperate, . ,o a i 4 their teµov .in hi• . 

time ot nee4. Wot .on17 are tha O)"olopa b~utal,llawleaa, tt~4 uno'11-

tiTated, but deapit• th• t'aot ~hat th•7 owe th•:l.r material p18!1t7 

entire!.7 to th• ·aeda~ th•1 -ar• imlJioua. and, :lno14enta.11J. ·oonoo1ted. 

A.a the Cyolepa•i!a7a_ we "pat a• h••• ••.• to th• ~leased, goda, •lnce 

t!'Ul.7 we are better ~'Y tar than theJ• 11 (11. 2TS-76.) 

11. One ot tM •oat ecmaon . etjaGJ.ocl•• 9t tl\t .JIOJI~ octlllllU?ij.•ation · 
traoee it b&e>k to ~oota .. aalq llUri.at a11&U, ·QM.;.11P1Pi1, • . fS.tJ• 
wall. · 



.13 

In hia GU"JU.ll Ideolog Marx give• •n all too bri•t gl1apa• at 

hla . picture ot ~he tinal OODllllW'liat · aoeiet71 1'bere not the 01J11Pian. 

goda, but machine technolog7 and oomau.nlat ·organization will ~ro•id• 
- . 

a•vyman wit~ · all. hi• · •oonc:aio need.a t~Treb7 making poaaib~• ~h• 

tinal treedoa, tl-••4oa t'rCllJ the diviaion ot labor~ or d1Yia~on· ot 
. I . 

tunotlon, or ~lvia~Ol\ ot nature it••lt. It vlll be •poaaibl• ~ttr 

.. to do one thing toda7 and another tcaorrov, to hunt ill th~ · 

.morning, ti•h in th• atternoont rear oattl• 1n the •Y!ln1ng, oriti-
. .. . 

011• atter dinner, juat aa I 11~•. w~tbout •••r beo.Un• a hunter, 

• ti•~ •• h•rd•••~or a. oritio.•12 . Boli.w •. ;;Qll th• oontrQ7, 
1 

augs••t•: . Liberat·e .-11 aen troa the p••••117• · uMa 41-.•lpline o:r 

eoonomlo neoeaa1t7 .and ~at .1ou· vlll ••t 1• qot a new :hl~ti'l•f ¥­
.•au:il7 :t'ult1lled. bre-4 ot ·~· ·but a rao• ot CJo~of,• . In one ot th• .. 
many plaoea 'Where he touoh•• on the relation between uonoaio n•c11a-

• •• • "' . . l 

1ity and the 4•velopaent o:t aan•a higher taoultiea, A.ri1tot~• •P•illr• 
. ' 

ot how .th• polia, the politioal. o.-unlt7, la the com.plat• ommmtt7, 

the c~i ty ·111 !oh, att•r . th• toll7 all4 the village, haa o•• to tho 
' 

point ot tull aelt-aut"tloiene,-: Be then aay• : "1nd~ed it baa f,,• .~ 

\•18' to• th• sake ot lite, ·but it ~ tor the 1ake of the ~ood lite.• · 

(12s2 b Jo. >13 · 

12. ble Deuta~ 13ao1011•t a.I.A.I. 1D D" ' Pr\\hacbritt~~, 
.,.a..r, I9JJ, p. 1, iitijj "'aaoh ·-· ,... ueh· a••·· ' . 

lJ. Hom.er•• treataant in tba Cjalopa atar7 ot tht tll.at of 
•h••"• on th• ona 9'Ult, ••••ua \ille• •f •h• aet.1 and! am ol 
the ait7, on tih• •-••• lbnll. be . oont~aatad •i·~ 1111.t Blb11••l 

.. a~4&Nnt et C._in u4. Abel • . Ot. •ea11sJ ellap. 4. ci. !aaao "".O. .. tl, 
· "Comaenta1'7 on the Bible," ~ v •1 ~•11.tio 1 Plail•• , ecla • . 

· Ralph Lerna.: uid Null•ia _,.1, • · · , & • •. ao•'1, 
· potnte ot 'Yi_,, V• · t9 _,. t~ S~ riatJ, !£;:": , · A - 6 ti. D, . 

781 I - 78l A. CB tae la•taP- ••• L•• ••aut4 , L~ll•l&,I' AISJ.12' 
~f, "Mod.•r~, Ba1111• ,.,,11., 1968. PP• l.,.~. . . 
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Tho•• .,.rk1 ·ot Ariatotl• oall•d logical reoeived that name 

beoauae th•y ar•, in general, 4evote4 to th• underatan41.na, th• 

di•o1pllne,. ali4 .. .taaa ~••tton -ot logo•.14. In th~ tl••t ohapter .. 

ot Op · Int•rpretttlog : Ariatotle ·upl&!m that;. l) •.itt911 vorda are . 

•111bol• ot ••1oecl or apoken vor4•, 2) . apo.ken word• are aJllbola an4 

aigna ot exp·eFlqoea, OJI pa11lon.1, .. ot th• ltoul, . that _ 1• peroept~;.i?IU)• 

thought• and aenaationa, an4 )} the.experiea.oeaoot the aoul are 

liken••••• ot thlqa • . '!'he vor4 .1Jmbol . oc:mea trm .two Greek worcla 

.. uiing to throw or to put together. SJllbola are alwa71 made, or 

put together b7 ••• The 1°1rat. thtq .Arlatotl• not•• about vrittea 

and apoken •Jmbola ·11 that they U• not the••• tor · all aen, '6hereaa 

the upe•~•no•• ·~ .th• aoul . and the thlngil ~heaa•lvu are tM · .... 

tor all. Ve nee4 onl.7 to think ot what h&ppem ••el"J till• w• uiaAei-­

•tand •C!ll»thlngwittan or apolcen 1li a -~eip language . Th~t 

• ouncla r•t•rring to· the aaae thil\I• titter trca tribe to tribe or 

nation to nation polnta to th• taot tut the 1oun4a Ao not ot th•- . 

o ~lvea aign1f'7, or r•.t•r to, the 9.ZPerl•no•• ancl thins•. theJ' are • t 1D11 

ot, that 11. the7 ar• not aignitiout, or aeaningtul, b7 nature, 

th•7 are aignitloantb7 &1r!8••nt, b7 OC111Paot, 1>'1 convention. Oon• 

' f:Jt-.. . ttiui .. W•dlJ' ••••l-.9t1 ... •he li.Uio· tMIR • . iu u.U .. ..... '·It!.).-.· 
teria and the ft•t.. ~. t ~ Altuab1~ ~l!t :· 

1 
. · : ~- • . · . ·~ · 

~t~· , .... Mt. .. ln ..... 1. l'll••- tiM&it, ·. ·· ·~· - .l:. afloonoa u4 4••a•t baok iilto . $~ Platon1o ea-y-. ar•. t• l>• ._., 
•@••••ting ·t• •ll•a1-t.1''f •••· ,ef; ·-~• ·-91MfR&: tM· .... ~. •1'1'1 · W'·U4M'·• · 
by. ~an• or . the Cat!S!1'1~1• . On .. ,!itm1•!-JiiJ' .· Prw · 1..i~. ·.· :tm: 
... ~~·(Cl lllf. ••=:: ., - .,, . ~ . ' . 
ietlc 3tK~ ona~i.i\4 !l'ofiio• .. cloa to tiu. . l!•tj.g • . · - ~ .,. 
P. BOgg•••, . ara i .. and · • etQric 1 tu., Ca'ta,•v.'fit.t.., l' Pbzt!B- . 
!•1•, Vol. xv, 110. 1, 1970, pp. 86-90. ·S••. al•o ThOlnaa AQ.uinia,::se­
m'iire:q on the Poaterior Anal ztioa o.t Al'itcotle, Magi Boolca, Albm7, 
1970'; orevord, pp. ·1-3. · 
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trarivtee, · th• .xi:»•rienoea ot the soul, th• peroeptiona, though.ta 

and sensationa are .the aale tor all md do not depend upon human 

agreement tor th•ir ·aeanlng; · the7 reter to Whitt · they signitJ' b'f 

tha.aelvea,not tbro\18h th• ••41at1on o:t anTth1n8 else; thtt7 ar• 
. . 1~ 

a1gsd:t1oant, or ••anlngt\11, b7 nature • . . 

Let uw anal7•• the ap~k•n a~ol aore olo••lf. The medium or 

material ot th• •Jabol i• yoioed aoun~, . whioh ia produoed natuiaall7 
. . 

b7 au. Th• peeuliu .. o-'tination, o'l'ganisa~ion and ·to'.1"lat1oa o:t 
. ~ ' 

·the · voioed aound.• · ao · a• to aignifJ' tbt• 'xpe:tiaoe, ·:.tald118 ·th,a• ~ 

particular aQUDd.a to •1pitf · that , patloular experience, · th• :tom!ng . · 

ot th.• aaterial of th• •Jmbol depend• . upon human inatitution, vp':;,n 

oonvent~on. · . Other 1oun4a 'ould. clo aa : v,1~, but o~qe the aoun48 tor 

a pu-tioular oonoeptiqn ar• •sr••d "°'' onoe th• deciaio.ri i• 

.'aett1•4 it beo~a a a1atak• to ua• tho•• aounda. another wq, to. 

point to acil!llething el••• . Unli~• "'oana ot th• aiok. ao?'•ma ot 
. . 

t.n-o• .. ~ laUght••, •P••oh · aoa4. at-.U• th•~ aign1t1oat1on through ·. . . . . ' . . ' ' ·' .r. ' . . . : : - . :: 
tS. ct •. &l•totlli ·; ftt•9~•t!jtp· · eM!llS?. ·bl ~ ·'ftMau t!· Ol'.Jetu • . liQICI . t~A 41'7~ ; it 7.i«r~e'Urr,- . 

iaon II, pp. 23-29. '!he vor4 ·~~ol •• ua•4 h~• An4 ~ ~t·~~~~··• 
tett with it• ult!Jaa-• reraren~ and•ratood aa naturall7 ~1v•n ahoUld 
be diatinguiahe4 · t'r•. th• "od•rJ> aatheaatiof.1 •1l'~ol lob. Ot\o m•~1! . 
i• 4~t•Jlllin•4 P•lll&11i17 by •ho•e •ul•• or aetbo4 governing th• • ol­
generating 1ntell1gen ce ~ a elf and th• a7at91Jatiq 00'1-t~ o-r •J11L Qi.­
t1l thin 'llldoh U7 PU'tiollial' •Jllbol 00011Pa. ISH Jacob Klein, ~1' 
Hath!!!atioal ThorJJ¥4~ t~lGi! ot~~·~t-• M.i.T. Pr•••• ! iap.,Clia\)t'D' 9.1 • ;i ;e' . T ,W, ,lia • 12, · A and 8, pp. l J-
178, 192·211. · Por Vieta 'l'h• lett•r •tsn deaip~t•• the ~tent~OJV'l 
obj•ot ot a ••••eacl iate~\ion• ••• , n ... 17 ot a concept Which it••li 

· direotl,- inte!lCla another Cl'9no•f t and. no.t • t;sn 1l~J b•W•" 'l'h4t 
ret•Jtent o' th• lett•• alil'f o 'the •Jllbol in ita merel'j"JIB'••ible 

· 4•'b•nalnat-en•11•, · ia aooord•4 a oert•in ,i~ep~clenoe vb.lop J>•~t .. · 
i • to be the ·aub j•o• et 'ca1ou.lat1on.al' dperation•." The•• aJmbol:to 
·t:oaatlon• t.J!•, t~---• itq.th th• &14 af ... 1l1la'. w••1n•t!•n bf : tbt :tr:;:""1~o. l­
goaora•1D8 int•13 tgenoe aa .. dir.aet.17 .. .Ppr•henaibl• .beingi "whose merelJ 
~otential - ob3aottvit7. l• .underat.ood .. aa · an llOt'q41 ob.j~o.tivltJ. "· ~•ip, . 
lbl4. 174-75, . 20f-08J; . Th• .Val' 1• open•d .. tor a spbol-g•n•ratin_s. ln~ . , 
'titrigeno• which in a ·~·~ 'Preacrib•• to natv• ita .Q>o~•~J,e/ l,va t. 
in order to 41aoo•er lava Which voul.4 never be ."given" to th• h1D1.ttn 
under• tanding by nature 1 ta •lt •. · 
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hu,.p 1?l4·tit\.•tlon, The illpulae to f'Ol'9l anJ to •hue 8peeoh ~Jmbola 

ari••• natui-aUy among aen wherever the7 a.r• tound to exi~t. 'l'h111 

natural illpul•• to 4•v•lop thWl J.hat.ru.a't:ali'tt.n that allow tor the 

COllalUDio.at1Qn and. ahu~~ ot thougbte and t••l1Dga, et experlenoe, 

ia perhapa the moat 4•~1•iv• ot thoao ph•n01aen4L that :point to man• e; 

~•ing b7 nature a aooial an4 pol1t1oal animal. We have returned to 

th• th•• w'lth 11b.loh •• began. '11111• natural impul•• coupled with . 

th• deair• -tor mutual uncleratanding• &lil()ng other thing•, poi~• to 

th• enda or tUnotiona ot the 11peeoh 1)11bol: living togethe:P, l•arn­

ing · togethe:P an4 -.utual under•tanding. In aua, tbr•• ot the tour 

oaua•• aooounti.ng tor th• 1119bol are natural, th•7 ue th• matvial 

oauae, vooal aoundJ the ettioient cau••• the iapulae; and th• ttnal 

oau1e, th• and, . living and leal"nlng to1•ther. Th• to....i, er organ­

ising, oauaa whioh give• each •Jabol 1ta 41•tillotiv• c~aoter a.a a 

a·ign ia conventional. To generalize: aan i a req,uir•d b7 natur•, b7 

h1a natur• a.a a thoughtful, apeald.ng an4 poli tloal an1lnal to · tol'a 

oonventiona, th• ao•t iaportant ot v:hi.ob are -tho•• conventiona 

tha• 4••lgnate 081't-lu 4etin1t• oClfbUiatto•• 1i •o1Pl4• •• r•r»e1911.ta-
·ttv• or a1p1titant -.r ~•i-t•1n 4•tln1t• aot;iou ot th• atn4. Huaan 

u.tur• 1• ao _oODit1t"t•a u to r•q~• th• to.--.tto11 ·ot •oa•a11ou · 

t•~ it• tulttll»ept. · Th• ·~ kin4 ot Qal:y.•1• poiii~ina to t}J.e ua4 

t• -the ooopeJ:1"atio11 ·at na~ve and •DllYWlltotL'a~pt b• aae4 • to 01 .. 1.f)' · 

.Vi1totl•'• view ot t~• · J?P\ll• ot the po;\it.lo.t.l. o~lt7, 1.t••li'. 

HatuJ-• proYid•• th.• a.;.terialt the •••• 11atuall7 Utteienti•t•cl in . 

their oapa.o1t1ea to .ta.ltill the1r o• . ~4 eao)i otb•»-~" n••d1; natna• 

alao provide• th• •tt1o1•iit 0&\18•, to• pol~tioal ud •ooi~l 11QlJJ.1 ·t~: 

·vtth1n th• m~; au4 th• ttnal o•ua•; tht g&od l~t•, the lit• •Q~o:rding 

to natur •• 'l'h• toraal 0&1Ml8, howevel', tbe lava and SOV0Dlll81lt-1, inati ... 
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tuttan._ whi•,._ ~ailg•• organise and o:r:d,•r t h• •en towarda th• •4 1.1"• 

.aupp11e4 by ut, · th• l•si•lato:P 1 • art, and convention. · Thia, h0wever, 

•• au.l' earli•r 'diaouaaion qt 41atrlbutiv• ' juatio• •howa, 4o•• not go 

4•.., enough • . · Po• law• ue aa4• by and U G »•tlactiona of\legialator1 . 

lele, OP 'llhat kliul .er aen, ue to b• l•gi•latta•• ant\ gOT•~nc~• 1• · 

4•t..-in•~ b7 tha ..... lund. .. antal OIMler o~ dtaurlbuti~• juat loe, th• 

l)elltJ', or r•.s..... B•o• flk• aabigultr ot 11leg1elatoi-". to-. h• who 

1hap•1 th• ap1n101U1, laalt•t• and ••~nta -. wioh the OIHl•r ot 

Alotl"ibutive ju•~le• •.PAD4a 1• a l•ai•lator in a •••per ••n••· The 

aort tun4•111Dtal. . t1oa •t th• polltleall o• a entt.,,, •o th• extent that 
' . . 

it ba• ·• 4•t.S.Uit• f"9 aa• 11 not all. .. •4 ••1•17 ~7 otr•uaat~oea, t 1 

4erlvat1v• hi• av.oh a l•ai1latiY• ut, aa a.rt vllloh it aight h~ said 

11 111.S.alatiYe prtau-111 over loso!.16 

Let ua try to b• aor• preoiae a.bou.t th• oha:aoter ot tho11e .ex• 

peiencee or pa11ion1 ot th• 1oul •. wbioh · aooording to th• pa••-.• ·~- ,. . 

have been analysing. are lik•n••••• and thereb,. natural aigna . o·t ·t~ 

Wo are .talking ab cut what V• ar• aotualizing. what we und-~atan4; .. when . 

wo underata.ncl .. ancl do not ••rely h•a.r, wh.~;1..t ac:aeone .1s •"7in8• The .. 

.. expertanc•• or the •oul; J.r111totl• •• ,.., f):r e the .... tor .all • . It v e 

are oo:rreot .in ·· the ueumption . that un4erl1ea moat ot our pral\tioa1 · . 

d
0

1&cour••· that When •• talk to eaoh other we are .talking about, or 

intending to talk abo11t. th• •Ul• thing1, there muat be something 

a.bout thing• whioh can be the same tor all men, that 1•. according t o 
. . . 

--~'Xr&~'. .-. --0P-o~n-.~1~a-er, tor ~~)G What oone.titutea the unity ot tho . 
~·in Plato' 1 Re l:tlio, ' b - 415 d. We are ignoring her" tbe 
illitinotion between o 01 · and !lthoa. S•• Le.urenoe Bern11, 11Ariatotl•' " 
PQ •tic•, " in a t e . , •4. Joa•p),l ~Cl>• ey • Baa ic Bocka, 
l~9'.h pp~ 77 ... 7 • • on· pp~ 8!) .. 86; note l. above; Mont~1Jqui•l 

·~ \ 1§!Pt1t !1U:-lo1!, ~1vr• XXIX. ehap. XIX; and Abraham Lincoln, 
Pragmenl on tlie Con1tttu.tion and th9 Union,'' 1860 or 1861• 1:n 301 .. 

l•oted Work•• Baal•r ed •• Rutsera Univer11ity . Presa. 1953, vol. I 1 · · 
. pp. n>B-i9. I ' . 
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~l•totla, ,_•1• 1ntelltgibl• charaot•~· What c:rur wor4• •llllifV 

_._. point to ~· th• liken••••• e.r aotualiaatlona 4.n ua ot ~ iiitol­

J.iltlbl• chq1.&lte:riatlo1 or things. · To. put ,it in another 11a1r !.t · 

th~• ia s•Uln• Jm«*l•ds• ot thillg• 1n th ... •lv••i or it v• u• tso · 

avold talld.q abou.t Miat •• know ot unlau>wable ~inp in ~h~~lv••, 

aoocw41ng to A.11totl•, thiqa -.et lut.1'1.Y• s.ntelltgibl• ohuaotulatt,.Ja : 
. . 

•ioh laiitJ+icibl• •Q'ao!b•Pf..•tlc• or 41h•ir llkena•••• o- b• aow.s.1-

ia_.4 al.Ute bJ all w1J. .. 1tunotlontng hwaan int•ll•otia.17 9'• -blte111&1.;;; 

bl•, -beoe.v.•• it ••I• tl'Ul.v the .... in r\l:·•t·•t . .. ·hca•-*1• .• oi.nt 

•I t .. •iC\11, 11 th• ao1• ~- .. :aoat a~.t.1• ttklq aooea1tble to 

Jn•t• b•lDC•· ,., tM• !l•UOll 11t11tu.lllM•»•tu4im.a ot th• thing• 

l~Pi-tb~l-:bt - ~:w..aas~- idtlH. the hmllia e--.m!tJ a oo I :uniom more 

1nt'1mate than t~at e>t .any othel' ant.aal..18 : H•• til~ on• ••U.wle 

ll?V•l, Ol" 4caeat1o tragedy, not to unt;1o~ 4•Nt1o ~••4J1 1•11•• 

tor it• ett•qt l,lpOD th•t eaeentialit "P fta.J'tnttt that t1)•·4ter;,••t 

int!maoy oan ·onl7 ooa• ti-ca •utual \U14tf•tqcU.J1$11. 
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