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Through direct contact with the great 

minds of Western civilization and 
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are best equipped to master the 
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THE ST. JOHN'S PROGRAM 

WHY A COLLEGE EDUCATION SHOULD BE LIBERAL 

The College Charter says in ·effect that the wisest and best 
regulated States have promoted and encouraged institutions for the 
liberal education of youth in the principles of virtue, knowledge, 
and useful literature because such institutions are of the highest 
benefit to society. In an aristocratic society this statement might 
suggest an invidious distinction between the rulers who alone would 
exercise the highest functions and the ruled who alone would sub­
serve the higher ends by exercising the lower functions. In a 
democratic republic there is no such division of labor. It is an 
integral part of the American dream that each man in our society 
may and must perform the highest functions. These functions 
consist in the intelligent free choice of the ends and means of both 
our common and individual life. This is a most glorious and most 
difficult proposition to which we are dedicated. Among other things 
it means that each man must have his measure of liberal education, 
since choices can be neither free nor intelligent without relevant 
training and understanding. These trainings and understandings 
are parts of the liberal arts and sciences. Professional and vocational 
schools study, or should study, their respective minimal amounts 
of theoretical science. But there are basic trainings and under­
standings common to all vocations and therefore common neces­
sities of all free men. Thomas Jefferson persuaded the early revo­
lutionary colonies of the need for the universal literacy of the 
citizenry. The major success in that minimal democratic education 
has made abundantly clear the need for the universal distribution of 
critical intelligence, a minimal intellectuality which can distinguish 
between fact and fiction, between principle and case, between in­
sight and opinion, between instruction and propaganda, between 
truth and falsity. This degree of intellectual training is absolutely 
necessary for the highest activities of men in democratic society, 
namely for both individual and common deliberation and decision 
in practical affairs. That which fulfills this basic common necessity 
is of the "highest benefit" to democratic society. 

A good economic, social, and political life will maintain these 
instruments of liberty, but one of its chief concerns will be to pass 
on to youth the germinal insights and habits the cultivation of which 
will make them free. These insights and habits are available in the 
traditional liberal arts, and they can be transmitted and com­
municated if teachers have them and are allowed to provide con­
ditions under which students can acquire them. 

Institutions should be set up and maintained which devote 
themselves to this end in a single-minded fashion, and they should 
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di~t~nguish_ themselves from the schools of voca . 1 . . . 
mm1ster directly to the special utilities Th tlfba tlammg which 
gether with the public schools could be th <: .1 ela coIIeges, to-
a free state which watches and insures tha~ ~~~~~~lrbrongbhl oldsdof 
what they ought to do. e a e to o 

THE CRISIS IN LIBERAL EDUCATION 

By a ~eries of historical accidents foIIowing the t br h 
the elective S)'.stem by Eliot of Harvard i es a is. ment of 

tcen_t~ry, suf ch smgle-m~nd~d institutions beca1:uet~~;~~ilab1l~erenthth 
rammg o youth. Eliot mtroduced the d . ?r e 

s_tudies in order to absorb and assimilate th:';:~~ of /re? elect10n of 
liberal arts tradition. It was a minor tactic to u~a jc1ences to the 
th.an. th~ liber~l college had ever faced befor1::ee Fa a?er problem 
phshmg its ma3or end, it allowed the fr . . ar _rom. accom­
of all branches of the liberal arts b tehe and Irreshpons1ble mvasion 

h Y e researc special" t Th researc teacher became the com etitive sal Is . . e 
matter. Later by a system of ma·or~ and es~_an of a sub3ect 
ful salesman was able to eliminite comp~;~~eqms~ths e~h succ?ss­
matters after the first choice by the stud~~~n Tb other slubJ?Ct 
system became an unorganized arra f : us. t e e ect1ve 
and each of these in turn was sanctlo~edpbc1~l reqmred. cours.es, 
professional and voc_ational graduate work asyth~s co~nect.10n with 
legal, pre-commercial, pre-educational - pre m_ed1cal,_ ~re-

~~J~~tledNft~dl:&~r~~ ~~ f~e ~~~~:~~ ci~1eb forr~~~r~~nf~a~~~~~:~ 
fanat~cally preparatory. In acceding to th:came tu~11dly and 
vocat10nal pressures it transmitted their de t tprofess10nal and 
whole" public school system The result s rue IVe energy to the 

~!j~!ig~ff:'~:! C:.:i~ea~';,°e';:; ~d~~£~~~ik::i~~;~p~; 
a balan~eJ lfb::al ~~~~:t~~;1d not exist in our educational system: 

In 1937 St John' C ll d 
fellow Barr and Scott Buc~a~:~ u~ er tthe leadership. of String-
not b . b k ' c ose o restore the liberal arts 

d y go1n_g ac to the old curriculum but by e t bl" h" ' 
mo ern eqmvalent. ' s a Is mg a 

THE LIBERAL ARTS 

Col~;: fr~~~ Loa~~r of this bcatal_ogue carries the official seal of the 
Cour . m prover on it says: No Way Is Impassable to 

whic;~he ~~~t~~II=~=t~~s fu~kJ~~o~~~~~iehtaken tf e larger task 
the liberal arts assimilate tran f s ' name y to see that 
subject matter on which they sh~u~d6e ~~dw;:k~ ~iet~:a1modern 
back cover of the catalogue points to the tradition from whki ~= 
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derive our courage. The Latin inscription says that we are making 
free men out of children by means of books and balances. By 
children we mean men who are capable of liberal learning. The 
figures on the seal represent the seven liberal arts as they were 
traditionally conceived for about two thousand years, up to the 
beginning of the nineteenth century. In ancient style they are 
grammar, rhetoric, dialectic, which form the trivium; and arithme­
tic, geometry, music, and astronomy, making the quadrivium. In 
the center and foreground stands a pair of chemical balances which 
represents the instruments of the modern scientific laboratory, 
where the liberal arts are being practised at their best and fullest in 
the modern world. 

A great deal is said these days about teaching methods, and the 
professional and specialist bias has left its mark here as elsewhere. 
It is obvious to any teacher that there are different methods for 
different subject matters, and where experts and specialists disagree 
free men must decide. Free minds must be able to view concrete 
situations, to deliberate by formulating clear alternatives, and to 
arrive at a deciding choice. This involves a combination and 
organizing of all methods, and education should provide a training 
which would bring precision, facility, and independence into this 
most human of all human actions. The formulation of alternatives 
for such choice is the highest art of freedom, toward which all the 
liberal arts should be ordered. To this end truth and falsity have to 
be considered in all their ramifications and implications; the use of 
symbols in imagination as well as in reasoning must be explored; 
memory has to be fed and channeled to its proper function; manual 
dexterity, calculation and measurement must be cultivated as arts. 

The child is potentially a free man, and this means that he has 
the capacities which these activities require. The exercise of these 
capacities can be observed in ordinary learning, which proceeds by 
trial and error. It becomes discipline under the guidance of teachers. 

THE CLASSICS AS TEACHERS 

Although St. John's has no new fads in teaching methods, but 
rather uses all available methods and devices, still it has a special 
interpretation of the teacher's function. This can best be stated by 
saying that the real, original, and ultimate teachers at St. John's 
are the authors of some hundred of the greatest books of Western 
thought. The list of the great books and their authors who are now 
teaching at St. John's, subject to continual revision and criticism, 
will be found on page 39. These are the real teachers, but St. 
John's has also a secondary faculty of tutors who act as inter­
mediaries between the books and the students. A great deal depends 
on their fulfilling this auxiliary role. 

These books were chosen over a period of nearly twenty years 
by auxiliary teachers in various places, notably Columbia Uni-
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versity, ~he University of ~hicago, the University of Virginia and 
St. J c;ihn s Colleg~. The l~st was under criticism and testin' b 
teachmg and learnmg expenence during that period and th g y 
h t . d d · · • e process 
.as con m~e un er cond1t10ns set by the single all-re uired 

nculum which all students at St. John's take. q cur-
This experience of cooperative teaching _with the authors of the 

grea~ books ha~ led to a new, understandmg of the classics and 
cla.ss1cal. educat10n at St. Johns. The classics are not treated as 
ob1ects man ar~ gallery collecti.on or as the ornamental background 
of our more weighty an? seem.mgly more important daily routine. 
Thes~ books .are taken directly mto our contemporary life. They are 
read m English. ~n the proces~ ~ertain criteria emerge and provide . 
a new ~nderstandm~ o~ the. o.ngmal motives in classical liberal arts 
educat10n. The cntena divide themselves into two kinds tho 
that are exen;iplified in single books and make them great, and tho:: 
that appear m the effects that one book has on another and on th 
reader and teacher. e 

WHAT MAKES GREAT BOOKS 

. The first criterion is that a classic must be a masterpiece in the 
h.beral arts .. Its author must be a master of the liberal arts of his 
time, and his. wor~ m_ust exemplify the direction of those arts of 
thought a~? 1magmat10n to their proper ends, the understanding 
and exposit10n of the truth as he sees it. 

The second criterion follows from the first. A classical book 
~ust be a wor~ of fine 3:rt. It m_ust have that clarity and beauty on 
its su~face which provides an immediate intelligibility and j d 
the mmd o.f the rea.de~ to its interior depths of illumination e:nd 
U11;de~sta°:dmg. This. is of first. importance in teaching, and its 
pnnc1ple is almost urnversally v10lated in the textbooks tha~ h 
develop d · th d' l · L 1 ave e m e or .mary e ect1ve system. A great many of the 
great books were wntten for the ordinary intelligent public and 
they ther~for~ h'.1-ve tl1:e seduc.tive charm of works in the fine' arts. 
T~ey are mtnns1cally mterestmg and their disciplines are accepted 
w1th pleasure. 

The third criterion con~erns. the internal structure of a classic. 
A gre:=it .bo~k has many possible mterpretations. This does not mean 
that it is .sn_nply a.mbiguou.s, and thus leads to confusion. On the 
co:i~rary it 1s possible to discover in a great work such as Dante' 
Divin;e Comedy or New:ton's Principia several distinct, complete~ 
~nd .mdependent meanm~s, each allowing the others to stand by 
1ts side .and each supportmg and complementing the others 1~ is 
the busmess of a liberal artist to construct such works and ~lsoL to 
analyze and understand them. 

~he fourth criterion demands that a great book shall raise the 
persister.it and humanly unanswerable questions about the great 
themes m human experience. On the one hand this means that a 
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great book shall be honest about the limits of its powers of expo­
sition, admitting the uncertainties and paradoxes that surround 
the practice of the liberal arts. On the other hand it means that a 
liberal artist should not allow a false modesty or scepticism to 
excuse him from pushing reason and imagination to ultimate 
questions. The entertainment and exploration of ultimate questions 
concerning number and measurement, form and matter, causality, 
tragedy, and God, extend, moderate, and balance the use of our 
intellectual capacities. 

All of these criteria apply as much to books on mathematics as 
to books of poetry, to books on practical individual and social 
problems as much as to books on metaphysics and theology. 

The extrinsic criteria concern the relations of the books to each 
other and their teaching powers in relation to students and readers. 
It.is generally true that these books have had the greatest number 
of readers throughout European history. Plato, Euclid, the Bible, 
and Shakespeare are all European best-sellers; there are a few 
exceptions but it would be almost safe to take this criterion as a 
working rule for the selection of books for any list of classics, 
particularly if the numbers are considered in conjunction with the 
time the book has endured. 

Although each book must tell its own independent story, it is 
an important fact, which we regularly exploit, that one great book 
talks about the others, both those that came before, and, by antici­
pation of doctrine, those that come after. Each book in a list of 
classics is introduced, supported, and criticized by all the other 
books in the list. It gains pedagogical power and critical correction 
from its context. Thus Newton's Principia and Galileo's Two New 
Sciences submit themselves gracefully to the learning processes of 
the student of the liberal arts who has read Euclid, Apollonius, and 
Ptolemy; thus Kant's Critique of Pure Reason wins greater clarity 
and Dante's Divine Comedy becomes more luminous in the con­
trasting light of Plato and Aristotle. It is this abundantly confirmed 
collaborative teaching by the masters of the liberal arts that makes 
it possible and imperative to bring back to the modern youth his 
lost heritage of classical education. 

The fact is that such a collection of the great books has in it the 
shining thread of the great liberal tradition in the Western World. 
It is this thread that the elective system has lost, and the lack of 
which we are feeling in the perplexities and fears of contemporary 
daily life. Its loss has made it necessary to construct synthetic 
cultures, and it is its ghost that frightens decadent liberals who 
v;rould have us get along without traditions. They would have us as 
persons detach ourselves from the tradition without knowing what 
it is or has been. Like current textbooks which similarly detach 
themselves from tradition we would be saluting the tradition in 
our spiritual deaths. 
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SCIENCE AND THE MODERN WORLD 

The tradition moves on into the modern world and ·t · t 
f · ·t Ir · 1. . , l is rans-
onmng 1 se rm most 1vely and important ways Thi· · h · · t · .1 . · s is appenmv 

m wo w~ys pn;nan y, one m mathematics, another in the lab~~ 
ratory .. Sc.Johns College. has more required mathematics than any 
other liberal arts college m the country- it also ha · d. J b t k h h ' s more require 
a ora ory WOL t an any ot er liberal arts college in the country. 

Three .hundred . years ago .algebra and the arts of analytic 
mathematics were mtroduced mto European thought · 1 b . 
R ' D t Th" · mam y )' . ene escar e~. 1s is perhaps the greatest intellectual revolution 
i_n . r~corded h1stor~,. parallel.m~ the other great revolutions in 
1ehg10n, morals, politics, and mdustry. It has redefined and trans­
formed our whole natural and cultural world Altho h ·t · tJ- 1 f 1 · . · ug 1 is not 

ie or: Y o~a. pomt an;mnd which the St.John's curriculum may be 
?rgamzed, it 1~ one :vh1ch we take s~ecial care to emphasize. There 
1s scarcely an item m the course which does not bear upon it Th 
l~st two years of the course exhibit completely the changes in th~ 
liberal arts that flow from it and these could not be · t d · h l L ' • apprecia e 
~v1t ?ut t 1e mst two years which cover the historical period fro 
Lhe Greeks to Descartes. m 

Modern mathematics, by using and re-interpreting the knovi l­
edge of the Greeks, has made possible the mathematical explorati~ 
of natural phenomena on a scale undreamed-of by the G 1- dn 
has pr "d d th b . f h . ree {:S, an 

?Vl e e a.sis or w at is known to us as the Laborat 
Followmg the classical thread into the modern world on . or~. 
there.fore

1
, fir:d one's classical loci not only in the great bo~l:~~~t 

a:~~o m tne mstruments and practices of the laboratory h 
difficult that may be. ' owever 

For this P1:rpose S~. John's has set up a four-year laboratory in 
the n:itural sciences with the main themes of physics, biology and 
chemistry woven together to catch the understandings and in ight 
that are n~eded. There is the art of measurement which in~olve~ 
the analyti~al stud)'. of the instruments of observation and measure­
ment; crucial expen.ments that mark the history of science have t 
be reproduced; t~e. mterplay ~f hypothesis, theory, and fact has t~ 
~e carefully scrutii:1zed. All ~his must be supported by solid trainin 
m the mathematical techmques as far as differential equation: 

~he mathema~ical and experimental investigation of Nature 
provide~ the backp-ound. for. all modern social sciences. The 
economist '.1-nd political scientist, the sociologist and psychologist 
bor:ow the~r methods, .to a large extent, from the natural sciences. 
SoCial st'.1~1es, a~ p:act1sed today, do not provide an intelligible set 
of orgamzmg pnnc1ples of their own· until they do St J h ' ·11 fi . · ·fi ' · 0 n S Wl 
con ne its scient1 c work to the study of phenomena of N atu e 
We must not forget, however, that the proper study of mankind\~ 
man. 
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THE CURRICULUM 

The proper subject matter for the study of the liberal arts is 
man and the world, with all that these imply. The medium chosen 
to convey this knowledge and appreciation is the classical books 
arranged in both a chronological and pedagogical order; the meth<;:>ds 
of learning and teaching are the liberal arts; the end of the teachmg 
and learning is insight, understanding, and good intellectual and 
moral habits, which provide the basis for human freedom. The 
following paragraphs will be a description of the s~heduled arrange­
ments for doing this in four thirty-three-week sessions of the college 
course. 

Such arrangements call for two kinds of distribution of the 
materials and methods of instruction, one according to allotted 
times and the other according to teaching functions. On pages 39 
to 42 the reader will find two listings of the books. The first lists 
the books in more or less chronological order, beginning with Homer 
and ending with Valery, Whitehead and Devvey. This represents the 
required readings for the four years and implies further readings in 
secondary books as well as teaching in methods of reading and writ­
ing. The second list shows how these books distribute themselves 
over the four years and also over the conventional array of subject 
matters as they are studied in the contemporary colleges which fol­
low the elective system. This second list is presented for those who 
wish to compare and contrast the St. John's program with the 
ordinary college: they should be warned to assure themselves of a 
real comparison by using only selections from the subject matters 
which a normal student would make in the elective system. 

It should also be noted that many books actually fall in several 
divisions according to subject matter, as on the other hand many 
books in an elective system are read in almost complete isolation, 
therefore without background and aid from other books. There is 
also a general warning that such lists do not show the weightings of 
time or emphasis on special books; nor do they show the weight that 
individual students are encouraged to put upon them for their own 
individual benefit or interests. With these qualifications, which 
should suggest still others, the lists give a fairly accurate general 
impression of the curriculum. 

The division into four years has an interesting significance. 
Something over two thousand years of intellectual history forms the 
background of the books of the first two years; about three hundred 
years of history is studied in almost twice as many authors in the 
last two years. The first year is devoted mostly to the Greeks and 
their special understanding of the liberal arts; the second year 
contains books most of which 'N<:Te originally written in Latin, and 
covers the Roman and medieval periods; the third year has books 
most of which were originally written in modern languages; the 
fourth year concentrates on the nineteenth and the twentieth 
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centu_r~es; it a!so includes a small number of first-year books, the 
repetlt10n hav:mg. the efft;ct of completing a cycle and confronting 
the student with its startmg point. 

. It _is perhaps necessary to emphasiz~ that the chronological order 
1~ wh~ch the books are read has very little to do with the so-called 
~ustoncal approach. The decline of liberal education manifest 
itself r:ios~ clear!>: in the "historization" of .all studies bearing 0 : 

non-sc1~ntifi~ subJect ?1atters. The underlymg assumption in the 
ac~ual teach1~g practice and research work at our universities is 
this: all .senous scholarship-be)'."ond th~ domain of pure logic, 
mathematic.s, and t?e natural sc~ences-1s essentially historical. 
The r~duct10n to history of all liberal arts characterizes to an 
app~llmg ~egree,. our contemporary thinking. The St.' John's 
cur:1ci:Iu~ l~ se:kmg. t? ~~store an understanding of things based on 
their mtnns1~ mtelhgib1hty.. In do!ng ~hat, it might help the 
students to discover a new kmd of h1stoncal perspective that wi11 
lend substance to the historical legend. 

. ~s. to the fine arts, th~y contain the most imposing set of 
disciplmes that hav~ e_sta~hshed themselves and survived in the 
modern wor~d by cla1mmg mdependence from the liberal arts. It is 
one <;if the aims of St. ~ohn's ~o recover ~nd reintegrate them with 
the liberal art~. To achieve this, St. John s provides for the fine arts 
n.ot only out~1de the curriculum; it has included music in the cur­
:1culum. It .is to be hoped that by this, and other stages to follow, 
mtellectual Jig.ht may be t:ansmitted to the fine arts, and that they 
may make their reflected light available to all the classics. 

T~e main er;np.ha~is in teaching is on the reading, writing, and 
expenme~ta_l di~c1plme~, but the actual teaching falls into six 
~harply drs.tmgmshed ln~ds of teaching techniques. None of these 
is. newly discovered or mvented, but some of them have been in 
disr~pute for fairly long periods. They are called severally -the 
Ser;imar, i;:or!21al I:ecture, Language Tutorial, Mathematics Tu­
tonal, ~1us1c .1 utonal, ai;id Laboratory. The seminar comes nearest 
to th~ immediate ed_ucat10nal end at which we are aiming, while the 
tutor~als,. laborato~1es, and lectures support and supplement the 
learnmg m the semmar. 

THE SEMINAR ~ seminar ~onsists of from fifteen to twenty-five 
. . swdents, with two or three faculty members as 

leaders, all s1ttmg around a large table. It meets twice a week on 
Monday .and Thursday evenings, from eight to ten. The ses~ion 
can contmue •-:ell beyon? ten, if the topic under discussion has 
arm~sed a sus~amed and hvely argument. The preparation for each 
semi~ar meetmg ai;nount~, on the average, to one hundred pages of 
r~admg. The readmg assignment may be very short if the text is a 
difficult on~. It may be lengthy if the text lends itself to an easy 
understandmg. 
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How It Functions The functioning of the seminar differs es-
sentially from either polite conversation or the 

method of formal lecture or recitation" A number of perso?s, for the 
most part young, of varied backg~ounds, ai.id face? with a text 
which may present ideas largely foreign to their expener:ce, oattempt 
to talk rationally with one anotheL Such ocomi:i~mcat10~ pre­
supposes a certa

0

in con:munity of feel~ng despite differences ion "vo­
cabulary; more 1mmed1ately, the sem1r:ar proesupp~ses the wi~h~1g­
ness on the part of its members to submit their opm10ns to a cntical 
scrutiny" The demands of the" in?ividu~l 3:nd those of the ~roup '.lre 
in continued interplay; and, w1thm the hm1ts thus set, the discussion 
moves with the utmost possible freedom" The o~ly r\ll~s are: ( 1) 
politeness towards each other so that everybody s <;>P!mon can be 
heard and explored, however ~h0arp the clash of opm10ns may be; 
(2) the supporting of every opm10n by argument-an unsupported 
opinion does not count 

The discussion begins with a question asked by one of the 
leaders" Once under way, it may take any one of many £.arms" 0 lt 
may concern itself primarily with what the" author says, wit~ trym~ 
to establish the course or structure of his :irgument; or l~ ma;. 
concern itself with the interpretation of a difficult passage m 0 the 
text, the definition of a term; or with prior oromore general oquest1~ns 
that insist on being considered first; or with '.1 companson :with 
similar or opposed views discussed in earlier sessions of the semmaL 
It may range from the most particul

0
ar to the most generaL It may 

stay entirely with the book or leave it altogetheL 
In a freshman seminar the students tend to .express their ~p~nions 

with little regard for their relevance or relat10n to the opm10n of 
others" Only gradually, under pressure of the group, ~oes the s~u­
dent learn to proceed analytically, stick~ng to the topic and tryn~g 
to uncover the meanings of the terms w~1ch he u~es: Such pro~ress i~ 
method may be crowned by sudden, 1£ rare, ms1ghts and 1llum1-
nations on the part of individuals, or-an even rarer occurre?ce­
by teamwork in which the seminar as a whole explores the mter-
connection of ideas" 

Following The course of the discussion cannot be fixed in 
the Argument advance; it is determined rather ~y .the necessity .of 

"following the argument," of ~acmg the ocrucial 
issues, or of seeking foundations upon which~ tram of reasomng ~an 
be pursued. The argument does not necessanly lead to .the solut10n 
of a problem. More often than not, th

0
e problem remams unsettled 

with certain alternatives clearly outlme
0
d 0 'J.'he progr~ss of the 

seminar is not particularly smooth; the c1.1scuss10n somet1r:ies ter.ids 
to branch off and to entangle itself with irrelevant d1fficu~t1e0s 0 
Only gradually can the logical rigor ~f an oarg1;1ment ~merge w1t~m 
the sequence of analogies and other imagmat1ve devices by which 
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the discussion is kept alive" A seminar may also degenerate into 
rather empty talk or into dull and shallow meandering without 
being able for a long time to extricate itself from such 'a course. 
Or it may climb to heights accessible to only a few of its members" 

. Unde: these c;ir~umstances the ro~e of th~ ~eaders is not to give 
mformat10n, nor is 1t to produce the nght opm10n or interpretation. 
It is to guide the discussion, to keep it moving, to raise objections 
to help the students in every way possible to understand the author' 
the issues, and themselves" The most useful instrument for thi~ 
purpose is the asking of questions; perhaps the most useful device 
of all is the one question: "Why?" But a leader may also take a 
definite and positive stand and enter directly into an argument. 
If he does so, however, he can expect no special consideration" 
Reason is the only recognized authority; all opinions must be 
rationally defended and any single opinion can prevail only by 
general consent" The aim is always to develop the student's powers 
of reason and understanding and to help him to arrive at intelli­
gent opinions of his own" 

Background: It is apparent that a free discussion of 
The Contemporary Scene this kind cannot be carried on in a so-

called academic or scholarly vein. The 
students approach the problems raised by the books with as­
sumptions taken from their own experience and determined by the 
contemporary scene familiar to them" Wars, national politics, 
movie stars, and big-league baseball may all crop up in a seminaL 
In continuing the discussion of a particular problem through the 
four years, the students gradually acquire a new perspective which 
allows them to recognize both the sameness of a problem and the 
historical variety of its aspects" The so-called historical background 
of a book-the knowledge of which is, at least partly, founded on the 
reading and interpretation of the testimony contained in the Great 
Books themselves-is never given to the student as a basis for the 
discussion" It is, of course, inevitable that some information on 
difficult points related to some specific historical situation is 
obtained by the students through collateral reading or from the 
seminar leaders who might have some special knowledge of the 
subject" In the main, the problems are not discussed with a view to 
ascertaining how things were, but how things are; of ascertaining 
the position which the student might decide to take on rational 
grounds in the conduct of his own life" That does entail, occasion­
ally, a complete disregard of historically pertinent facts. 

The Aims The free discussion which we have outlined, continuing 
over a period of four years and dealing with persistemly 

recurring questions, problems, and ideas, in the varied and changing 
context of the Great Books, is the core of the St" John's program. 
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The members of the seminar learn to examine their opm10ns 
rationally, to put them to the test of argument, and to defend 
them in free discussion. They likewise acquire a familiarity with the 
great problems and ideas of Western thought. They gain. a better 
understanding of the terms in which these problems and ideas are 
expressed, of their ambiguity, and of their deeper meaf!-ing. An? this 
in itself is one of the great goals of a liberal educat10n. It 1s the 
ultimate aim of the seminar that the process of thought and dis­
cussion, thus commenced by the student at St. John's, should 
continue with him throughout life. 

THE TUTORIALS The seminar, although the heart of the St.John's 
program, cannot alone suffice as a means to the 

end of general education unless aided by m?re specialized 3:nd strict­
er disciplines. By its very nature the semmar does not give to the 
students an opportunity to cultivate the habits of methodical a?-d 
rigorous study. It has to be supported, therefore, by other m­
structional devices, principally the language and mathematics 
tutorials. Throughout the four years of a student's course at St. 
John's two tutorials or classes are scheduled each morning,. one in 
language and one in mathematics. Here around a table eight to 
fifteen students study and learn together under the direct guidance 
and instruction of one of the tutors. Other tutors often attend, but 
in the guise of students seeking to learn abo1:t. a particular subje.ct. 
A tutorial class is meant to provide the cond1t10ns for collaborat1ve 
study and for the manifold teaching and learning relations that hold 
in a company of good friends. There is opportunity for each student 
to contribute his measure of instruction to his fellows. Each 
tutorial is one hour in length and meets five days a week, except 
that one hour of each fortnight is relinquished to choral exercises, 
as will be seen later. 

THE LANGUAGE The advent of specialization in higher education 
TUTORIAL has led to a profound neglect of language skills. 

As country is separated from country by the bar­
rier of language, so profession is separated from profession by the u~e 
of technical jargon. The language tutorial a~tempts to r.emt;dY thrn 
condition by a training in the ;neans of prec1s~ commumcat10n ":nd 
persuasion. In a broad sense, 1t may be conc~1ved as a r:esurrect1on 
of the age-old liberal arts of grammar, rhetonc, and logic The tu­
torials concern themselves with seeking to understand the relation 
between language and thought. To do this ~heyr ~ust s~udy the 
basic articulations of speech, the modes of s1gnnymg thmgs, the 
varied connotations and ambiguities of terms, the role of metaphors 
and analogies, and the logical relation between propositions. 

Primary Aims The primary purpose of the language tutorials is 
thus not the mastery of any foreign languages. By 

studying them, however, and by translating from them into English, 
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by comparing_ them ·with each other and with English, the student 
!earns ~omethmg o~ the nature of language in general and of his own 
m particular.. Durmg the four years, then, he is studying language 
as such, th.e discours~ of reas<?n, and through the medium of foreign 
ton_gues, his own native En~hsh. He is discovering the resources of 
articulate ~peech and learnmg the rules that govern it if it is to be 
dear, con_s1stent, and eff'.ective; if it is to be adequate and persuasive. 
The media for '.lccomph.shing this are Greek in the first and second 
years, German rn the third year and French in the fourth. 

Dur~ng_ the early s_essions of each year's language tutorial, the 
emphasis. 1s of necessity .on the primary grammatical forms and 
construct10ns and the basic vocabulary of the language in question. 
Passages of good prose and poetry from the books are committed to 
;nemory ?Y rote. But after a relatively short period of time, which 
1s longer m the first year, the tutorial has shifted to something more 
concret~: ~he s~ow '.'nd careful reading and discussion of great works 
of P?etic imagrnat10n or philosophical thought. Thus the rapid 
r~admg for the seminar with its attention focused on th~ large out­
lmes, the general trend, the development of the central ideas is 
supplemente? and correcte.d by a mo.re precise and refined study, 
concer?-ed with every det';lil and particular shade of meaning, and 
a!so with the abstract logical structure and rhetorical pattern of a 
glve_n wor~. Th.ese are matters that do not often come directly into 
semmar discuss10n. The student's concern with them in the lan­
guage tutorials improves all his reading, for whatever immediate 
end, deepens and enriches his understanding and increases his 
ability to think clearly and to talk well. ' 

The s~cond .purpose of the language tutorial is support of the 
semmar discuss10n. The student reads and carefully analyzes a few 
great examples and models of prose and poetry in Greek, German, 
and. French .. Some of these relevant texts are not parts of the 
semmar readrngs: The furthe~ the student advances, the more the 
L3:ng~ag': Tutorial tends to mfluence the seminar discussion by 
brmgmg issue~ to the !ore which ot?~rwi.se might have .been neg­
lected an~ by_ mtr~ducmg more prec1s10n mto the terms m which a 
problem 1S bemg discussed. 

Th~ cho!ce of Greek, <:erman a_nd French is in part dictated by 
the exigenc1~s of the semmar readmg schedule and is in part arbi­
trary .. A differe;it set of languages might well be used without 
chanipng the. basic patterns and aims of the language tutorial. At 
o~e ~ime Lat.rn was incl1;lded in addition to the three languages now 
srn~1ed. This resulted m a scattering of energies with no real and 
!astmg profit to the student. Greek was retained in the curriculum 
m prefer~nce to Lat_in because its flexibility and expressiveness seem 
to make it t?e best rnstrument for inculcating in the student a better 
under:standmg of the nature of language in general. Moreover the 
amazmg deterioration in our linguistic habits and the almost total 
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lack of grammatical training shown by many second.ary school 
graduates make it particularly difficult for them to ass1mil<:i-te the 
subtlety of Greek grammar and syntax in a single year. Durmg the 
second year of Greek, the student reviews the grammatical w.ork of 
the first year and then resumes the re3:ding and ~ranslatmg of 
important texts, with greater understan.dmg. and enJoyment. The 
texts are in the main taken from Platomc Dialogue~, t~e works of 
Aristotle, a Greek tragedy, and the Gospels. While m. the ~rst 
year the grammatical analysis is supplemented at certam P?mts 
by the study of formal logic, the emphasis in the secon~ year 1s on 
the philosophical meaning of the tex~s. The close .r:adir,tg of Plato 
and Aristotle in the Language Tutonal throws dec1s1ve hght on the 
problems discussed in the seminar. 

The German tutorial in the third year is structurally a con­
densation of the pattern of the two-year Greek tutor~al. Poetry 
and prose alternate i~ the rea.din.g schedule .. Here agam, ~he clo.se 
reading of Kant provides an md1spensable aid to the semmar dis-
cussions. 

The French tutorial in the fourth year, although reprodu~ing 
in general the pattern of the preceding tutori-:ls, is devoted mamly 
to the studying of the great works of French h.terature. Th: fou~th 
year seminar is strongly supported by the c.ontmuo.us analysis of rhe 
nature of the novel in the language tu tonal. It 1s also support:d 
by the study of language from ~he point of v!ew of. symb~~1c logic, 
which is taken up by the tutonal for a certam penod ?f ume. ~t 
this point the Language Tutorial and the Mathematics Tutonal 
converge. 

The close reading in the language tutorials of the third a~d 
fourth years is done partly in German or French and partly m 
English. The original vers~on is b1:ought ~nto play a~ often as 
possible whenever ~ work is .read m English trans~at10n.- The 
problem of translatmg, that is, the problem of a:ticulatmg. the 
same thoughts and delineating the same ima~es m the vanous 
language media, never leaves the language tutonals throughout the 
four years. 

Third Aim The two main purposes of the Language Tutorial are 
to make the student understand the nature of lan­

guage as the human way ~o articulate and convey thoughts, 
especially with respect to their own. mother tongue; ai;d to. support 
the seminar by a much closer scrutmy of texts. A third aim-3:nd 
one of minor importance-is the learning of the three foreign 
languages themselves. In the time allotted to the study of each 
language, mastery of any one of them is, of cours~, ~mpossible. 
What the student can reasonably be expecte~ to attam 1s a kn?'Yl­
ed1Te of the basic grammatical forms and a feelmg for the peculanties 
of "the language. To experience the individuality of another lan­
guage is to extend the limits of one's sensibility. 
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Reading Knowledge To implement this latter aim, the reading 
Examinations and knowledge examinations were instituted. 
Essays The St. John's requirements for the final 
degree of Bachelor of Arts include the passing of reading knowledge 
examinations in two of the three foreign languages. By the end of 
the second year each student has to take a reading knowledge 
examination in Greek. The passing of this examination, however, 
is not a prerequisite for the Bachelor of Arts degree. The exami­
nations in French and German are given several times during a year. 
In each case the student can use his dictionary freely during the 
examination. Failure the first time in any of these examinations 
does not preclude later attempts. 

In each of the four years the students test their linguistic skills 
by writing essays on themes emerging from the discussion in the 
tutorials-or in seminars-and approved by their language tutors. 
These essays are subject to a thorough criticism on the part of tutors 
who, if occasion requires it, arrange special meetings with the 
individual students for the diagnosis of particular difficulties. St. 
John's is concerned that each student acquire ability to express his 
thoughts clearly and skillfully, not less in writing than in speaking. 
The Language Tutorial is one of the means that contribute to this 
end. 

THE MATHEMATICS Next to the mother tongue the language of 
TIJTORIAL numbers and figures is the most important 

symbolic possession of men. In fact it is a lan­
guage within the mother tongue providing a most powerful practi­
cal and theoretical extension. In viewof our present scientific and 
industrial conditions of life the decay and elimination of mathematics 
in education is most disturbing. This default has become so common 
now that many persons believe that they natively lack mathema­
tical ability. Nothing could be more crippling to the individual 
nor more discouraging for the future of democratic societies, if it 
were true. The apparent disability is due to a decay in the tech­
niques for teaching mathematics and this in turn is due to mis­
understanding of the fundamental nature and intention of mathema­
tics. St.John's is trying to change this state of affairs. 

Its Content The students begin with plane and solid geometry, the 
Elements of Euclid: they apprehend the idea of a 

deductive science and acquaint themselves with the intricacies of 
mathematical development. In the last term of their Freshman 
year they embark upon the study of Ptolemy, which also introduces 
them to the elements of trigonometry. 

In the second year they continue the study of Ptolemy and pass 
immediately to Copernicus: they face two conspicuous examples of 
a mathematical description of the universe; they learn the role and 
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power of a scientific hypothesis ai:d the. me<>;ning of ai;>pl~ed m_a­
thematics. They also study the come sect10ns m Apollomus. Conics 
as well as algebra and analytical geon;etry, the latter with due 
regard to the original Cartesian found_at10ns. ~ot only do the stu­
dents learn how to manipulate algebraic express10ns, perform all ~he 
necessary operations, solve equations an~ correlate these analytical 
methods with the exploration of geometrica! patterns, but th~y are 
also made to grasp the very idea of a Umversal Mathematics as 
conceived by the great thinkers of the seventeenth century. 

In the beginning of the third year the students expand th~ir 
skills in analytical geometry and tackle the elements of rr_iechamcs 
as laid down by Galileo. Concurrently, the students acquamt them­
selves with the principles of Keplerian as~ronomy_. Most of the 
third year, however, is devoted to N ew.toman physics: large parts 
of Newton's Principia are studied and discussed very carefully. The 
first elements of calculus are approached. 

In the fourth year, differ~ntial _and ii:teg~al _calc:ulus (including 
elementary differential equat10ns) is studied m ~ts rigorous mc;idern 
form. The students are finally introduced mto non-~uchdean 
geometry (Lobachevski), the theory of numbers (Dedekmd), and 
the theory of transfinite numbers (Cantor). 

Throughout the four years the students are in. continuous 
contact not only with the pure science. of math_ematics but also 
with the very foundations of mathe~atic<>;l phy~ics. Th_e Mathe­
matics Tutorial thus supports the ~en:mar ~iscu~si~:n~s. bearing on the 
relation of man to nature, the criteria of mtelhgibihty, the nature 
of knowledge, and the all-powerful role of symbols. 

Logical Rigor The work done in the mathematics tutorials 
and Imagination imposes upon the students the duty of rigorous 

demonstration; the blackboard becomes the arena 
of intensive logical struggles. The students are mad~ ~o see how the 
discovery of logical inconsistenc~es le~ds to a reyis10n of the . as­
sumptions upon which mathematics bmlds. B:it ~tis i:ot ~nly !ogical 
rigor that is expected from the student~; their ima~mat10n is c01~­
stantly brought into play.. Any device that. mig:ht help their 
imaginative effort-geometrical models, mechamcal lmkages, astro­
labes etc -are used and often the students themselves are asked 
to co~str~ct them. Whenever the occasi~n requires it, the studen~s 
have to exercise their skills in the solut10n of problems. All this 
detailed preoccupation with mathematical object.s and. methods, 
however, is subservient to the more general ~onsi1erat10n of. the 
relation that mathematics has to problems raised m the semmar. 
On the other hand, the mathematics tutorials refer most of the time 
directly to the work done in the laboratory. 
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The Chief Aim The chief aim of the Mathematics Tutorial is to 
give the students insight into the nature and 

practice of abstract thinking, of reasoning that proceeds system­
atically from definitions and principles to necessary conclusions. 
They see and become familiar with the power of a method or 
methods that can gather into a single formula or law the most 
diverse phenomena and can thereby predict and even control their 
occurrence. Their intellectual imagination is freed and developed 
to the point where they can investigate the structure of worlds that 
are possible-that is, consistent-beyond the power of sense. It is 
in the various mathematical sciences that abstract imagination and 
reason are seen at their most impressive and effective work. Here 
all is distinct, orderly, and necessary. To see reason thus at work­
building its structures as in pure mathematics, or making the world 
intelligible as in the mathematical sciences of nature-is perhaps the 
most exciting and absorbing of all intellectual activities. 

THE LABORATORY The scientific laboratory may well be the most 
characteristic institution of the modern world. 

It should be recalled that it was for the purpose of introducing and 
assimilating the laboratory that Eliot of Harvard opened the liberal 
college to the elective system. The hope was that the college would 
provide the conditions and the techniques for the liberalizing and 
humanizing of science. The present disorganization of our colleges 
is evidence that the problem is not yet solved. It is of utmost 
importance that it be solved. St. John's College is making the 
attempt. 

That is not to say that we are in sight of the solution of this 
. most difficult problem. The understanding of scientific labora­

tory methods is not helped by connecting them loosely with the 
classical tradition as explored in our seminars and language tu­
torials. These methods are the consequence of the vast project of 
study conceived by the great thinkers of the seventeenth century. 
They are based on a mathematical interpretation of the universe, 
which transforms the universe into a great book written in mathe­
matical characters. In the laboratory the inquiring mind must 
discover the fundamental assumptions made in the actual experi­
mentation, must follow carefully the transposition of those as­
sumptions as well as of the findings into suitable mathematical 
symbols, and must finally transcribe natural phenomena into a 
symbolic network of equations. Not to be carried away by this 
procedure, not to take it as a matter of course, is the prerequisite 
for a liberal understanding of scientific methods. Neither the factual 
data uncovered by science nor the general hypotheses and theories 
that constitute its body are of primary concern to liberal learning. 
It is rather concerned with the artifices of the human mind and the 
human hand that help us to transcend the factual by reducing it to 
universal principles. 
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The student has to face the problems of the laboratory as ~hey 
are faced in any genuine laboratory work. He has, at the same time, 
to learn not to succumb to the temptation of. the n;erely fact~al. 
St. John's has not yet succeeded in over.comu~g this temptation. 
On a minute scale, the College is strugglmg with a problem that 
today confronts the entire world. 

The Organization of the 
Laboratory Work 

The laboratory exercises take place 
twice a week, in the afternoons. Each 
session lasts three hours for the upper­

classmen, while the freshmen have weekly ~m~ three-hour s~ssion 
and one one-hour meeting devoted to a prehi;nmary explorat10n of 
the particular topic to be studied. The constituency of each group 
attending the laboratory exercises is, in general, the same as that of 
the seminar. It numbers from fifteen to twe~ty-five st1:1dei:ts. The 
same group of students, then, learn how ~o display their dialectical 
skill in the cooperative effort of the semmar and ho:w to ~ttack a 
laboratory problem both individually and as a workmg um~. The 
students work under the guidance of a tutor. Student assistants 
take care of the equipment and necessary arrangements. Other 
tutors often attend the laboratory exercises as students. 

Before coming to the laboratory, each studen~ has acq_uainted 
himself with the content of a laboratory sheet w?1ch descnbes the 
forthcoming exercise and its theoretical assumpt10ns: In t~e case 
of upperclassmen the first half hou;-:--or full hour,_ tf the circum­
stances require it-is devoted to add1t10nal explanat10ns on the part 
of the tutor and to answering of questions that the students n;ay 
have. The students then proceed to .work on the ac~ual exercise, 
which may require from them the settmg up and worl_nng out of :in 
experiment or a sequence of experiments, o; the r::iakm.g of a senes 
of observations, or the performmg of p;escn?ed dissect10ns .. In the 
case of the freshmen the preliminary d1scuss10n of the exercises _fills 
the one-hour meeting. A report containing the answers to quest10i:s 
put to the students and summarizing the work done by. them, 1s 
handed to the tutor at the beginning of the next exercise. The 
compilation of such a report takes, on the ave~age, one hour. 1:'he 
tutor returns these reports to the students with remarks beanng 
on their accuracy and theoretical validity. 

Its Content The immediate concern of the laboratory exercises is 
with elementary and fundamental problems of 

physics, biology, and-to a lesser ~xtent-chei:iistry. These 
exercises have been, and still are, subJect to contmuous revision. 
What follows is the work schedule for the year 1951-52. 
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1st Term I 2nd Term 
I 3rd Term 

1st 

I 
Biology 

I 
Physics Year 

2nd 
I 

Chemistry I Physics Year 

3rd 

I 
Biology 

I 
Physics Year 

4th 
Thesis 

Physics writing Physical 
Year period Chemistry 

Physics In the first year the students learn how to make the sim-
plest measurements, and become aware of the theoretical 

assumptions underlying these measurements. They learn how 
to assess the role of errors, how to average their findings, and 
how to distinguish between significant and negligible figures. They 
verify the fundamental laws of statics and hydrostatics, and 
acquaint themselves with the elementary principles of thermo­
dynamics. They also experiment with sonometers and construct 
musical scales related to their seminar reading and to the music 
tutorials. 

In the second year the students deal mainly with optics; they 
study the phenomena of reflection, refraction, interference and 
diffraction of light, the structure and the use of microscopes and 
telescopes and the wave theory of light. Newton's and Huygen's 
classical texts are given to them as background for these studies. 
They also develop their drawing skills in applying themselves to 
problems of orthographic, perspective and stereographic projection, 
which tie in with their work on conic sections in the mathematics 
tutorial, and construct star charts which relate to their work on 
astronomy. 

The third year laboratory exercises form throughout a direct 
extension of the mathematics tutorial, since they deal mainly with 
Newtonian mechanics. They also lead the students to the law of the 
conservation of energy. 

In the fourth year the main emphasis is on electromagnetism 
and the properties of the electromagnetic field. The methods of 
calculus up to differential equations, learned in the mathematics 
tutorial, come into direct play in the laboratory work of the seniors. 

Biology The exercises for the freshman year may be regarded pri­
marily as an inquiry into the nature of the vertebrate 

organism" The students are confronted with general problems such 
as the relation of the parts and the whole, the relation of form and 
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function the distinction between homology and anal~gy, the link 
between 1the external and internal environment. Sp~cifically, ~hey 
study the anatomy of the cat and the. frog. A vanety of ammal 
types is presented to them for observation. The students have the 
opportunity to comp'.3-re their exter:iaI. and inter~al stru~t1:1-res. In 
all this the Aristotelian and Galemc mterpretatlon of hvmg phe­
nomena is taken into consideration, although mo.dern nomenclature 
and modern methods of investigation are used m the ~ctual lab.o­
ratory work Special emphasis is given to th~ techmque .of d1.s­
section. The students also reproduce the expenments descnbed ~n 
Harvey's Disquisition on the Motion of the Heart and Blood m 
Animals. 

The third-year exercises attack problems C?f hi.stology, embry­
ology, and genetics. The firs~ unit .of these .exercises 1s deyoted ~o the 
microscopic study of the vanous kn.ids of tissues and their role m the 
formation of organs. Some of the shdes are p~epared by th~ students 
themselves.-The second unit of the exercises opens with a con­
sideration of mitosis, meiosis, and fertilization. The early embry­
ology of the starfish is used to demonstrate development from the 
one-celled stage to the gastrula stage. Moder~ concel?ts, s~ch as the 
"Organizer Theory", as well as the perenmal antithesis of P:e­
formation and Epigenesis are reviewed and evaluat~d.-The third 
unit is devoted to genetics. Mendel's Laws of. Heredity ar~ dem::m­
strated by experimental breeding with the frmt fly. The ~iscuss1C?n 
begins with a thorough consideration of ~en~el's Expenm.en~s m 
Plant Hybridization, followed by the appl!cat1on. of the pnnciples 
discovered by Mendel to plants and ammals 1? general. T?e 
development of the modern theory of the gene 1s ~raced and its 
possible role in evolution explored in terms of Darwm's Theory of 
Natural Selection. 

Chemistry The study of chemistry begins in the sophomore year. 
The students are first confronted with the gas laws and 

are then made to see and to understand the phenomen:i and the 
arguments that lead to the development o.f the a~omic th~ory. 
Lavoisier's conception of the role of oxygen m ch~~1cal reactl?n?, 
the laws of Proust and Dalton on the weight-combmmg proportions 
of elements and compounds, and Gay-Lussac's law .of the vo~u~e­
combining proportions of gases, are referred to m the or~g~nal 
texts· and the laboratory work duplicates many of the ongmal 
expe;iments used to ve:ify these la.ws. . Here the stude_nts are 
introduced to the techmque of grav1metnc and ':'~lumetnc anal­
ysis; they learn the decisive import8:nc~ of precis.ion ?r lack of 
precision in the per\orman~e of weighmg .and titrat10n. _ Th.e 
principle of Avogadro 1s then mtro~uced'. and i~s role m the determi­
nation of a consistent set of atomic weights is carefully analysed. 
Finally, the periodic chart of t~e el~ments is ~res~nted as the 
culmination of the process of atomic weight determmation. 
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The senior course in physical chemistry centers around the 
kinetic theory. Various. concepts and conseql!-ences of this theory, 
such as the laws of specific heat and the velocity of sound in gases 
are studied experimentally; here again the students make use of 
different.ia! equations in t~e . description of natural processes. 
Emphasis is placed on the umfymg concept of energy in the domains 
of electromagnetism, thermodynamics, and mechanics. 

THE FORMAL Most of the teaching going on atSt.John'stakesthe 
LECTURE form of a discussion: the dialectical methods of the 

. se~inar are.carried.over into the .tutorials, although 
the tutonal work itself consists basically of exercises in recitation of 
paradigms, translation and interpretation of texts, demonstration 
of the~rems, a?d ~olution of problems. As much as possible, the 
actual ms~r1!-ct1on m. a.11. clc;sses and laboratories is made dependent 
on the activity and mitiat1ve of the students. The tutor functions 
except for occasional lectures required in a given situtation as ~ 
guide, more intent to listen to the students than to impose' upon 
them his own train of thought. 

On Friday nights, however, the pattern of instruction is a 
different one. The Formal Lecture is the occasion upon which the 
students are required to listen steadily and attentively. These 
lectures are given eit~er by a member of the faculty or by a guest 
spe8:ker: the latter might be a sch.olar or a poet or a man of public 
affairs whose work, although not directly connected with the activi­
ties at St. John's, ties i_n with them. The Formal Lecture may last 
an hour and a half. It is followed by an extensive discussion period 
that very often takes the form of a seminar. Here the content of the 
lecture is subjected to a prolonged and intensive scrutiny on the 
part of the students. The faculty has a share in the discussion. 
Thus, the Formal Lecture serves two purposes: it inculcates in the 
students the habit of listening and following the condensed ex­
position of a subject they might not be familiar with, and it also 
provides them an opportunity, in the discussion period, to exercise 
their dialectical skills in a setting very different from that of their 
class work. It is here that they can themselves test the degree of 
their understanding and the applicability of their training. 

The lectures, given over a period of four years, range through 
a large variety of subjects. A list of these lectures follows on pages 
28 and 29. Some of the lectures have immediate repercussions in the 
s~min:irs and tutorials. Others may have a lasting effect on the 
direct10n that a student's work takes within the frame of the pro­
grar:n. T~e student is confronted with opposing views on a given 
sub3ect, smce many lectures, of necessity, bear on the same theme. 

As will be seen in the following pages, concerts can take the 
place of these Friday night lectures. These concerts are an inteo-raJ 
part of the St. John's music program. "' 
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FOR1\1AL LECTURES 

1950 - 1951 

The Liberal Arts . Jacob Klein 
Predication of Value Bert Thoms 
Music and Language Victor Zuckerkandl 
Imagination Mark Van Doren 
Plato's Ideal Commonwelath Robert L. Calhoun 
Concert The J uilliard String Quartet 
Rabelais . . Leo Spitzer 
Why the Great Issues Course at Dartmouth? . . Arthur E. Jensen 
Science and Politics . Scott Buchanan 
Recital Orfeo Hispanico (Choral Works) 

Scientific Social Science or The Distinction 
Between Facts and Values . . . 

Mathematics and Nature 
Psychoanalysis 
Kierkegaard 
Human Rights Under the Charter and 

Leo Strauss 
Edward Kasner 

Erwin Strauss 
Paul Tillich 

Brunson MacChesney 
. Victor Zukerkandl 

J. Winfree Smith 

the Constitution 
The Magic Flute 
The Reformation 
Play . Thomas Cranmer of Canterbury 
The Moral Basis of Freedom . . . . Bertrand de J ouvenel 
Recital . . . . Frances James (Hindemith's Marienleben) 
Adam Smith . . . Joseph Cropsey 
Recital Ralph Kirkpatrick, Harpsichordist 
Liberal Education, Labor, and Leisure Mortimer J. Adler 
Mephistopheles Edda T. Hankamer 
Seventh Symphony Victor Zuckerkan?l 
Chinese Thinking Hu Shih 
The French Revolution Page Smith 
On General Education William J. Bender 
The Cultural Heritage, the Historical and the 

Trans-Historical 
Alexander Sachs 
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FORb{AL LECTURES 

1951 - 1952 

The Liberal Arts . Jacob Klein 
On Freedom Alexander Meiklejohn 
The History of the Law of Gravitation Alexandre Koyre 
The Physical World and the World of Music . Victor Zuckerkandl 
Martin Luther and the Reformation Roland Bainton 
Concert The J uilliard String Quartet 
The Internal Environment John 0. Neustadt 
Abraham Lincoln Harry V. Jaffa 
Play The Life and Death of King John 
The Sonnet . Mark Van Doren 
Sound and Meaning Roman Jakobson 
Recital Ralph Kirkpatrick 
Measurement of Mass Thornton Page 
Plato's Euthyphro Leo Strauss 
Measurement Anthony Standen 
The Wrath of Achilles . Eric Voegelin 
The Responsibility of the Poet William Alfred 
Concert Schneider-Katims-Miller Trio 
Education and Fine Arts John W. Dixon, Jr. 
The Concept of Liberty Isaiah Berlin 
Babylonian Astronomy Otto Neugebauer 
Theology and the Liberal Arts . . Otto Bird 
Marsilius of Padua and the Struggle Between Religious 

and Temporal Power . . . . . . Edoardo Ruffini 
Recital 
Maimonides: The Eternal World and the Created 

World 
Physics and Metaphysics 
Montaigne and Pascal 
On Shame 

Frances James 

Simon Kaplan 
John Wilkinson 

William Gorman 
Robert Bart 



30 CATALOGUE OF ST. JOHN'S COLLEGE 

MUSIC In classical antiquity and all through the Middle Ag.es, 
music was one of the seven liberal arts: tois~ther with 

arithmetic, geometry, and astronomy, it formed the_ ongmal 9uad-
. · the key to ancient cosmology. In modern times music has 

nv1um, . l b f th . ce tion lost its position as a liberal art, mam y ecause o e miscon. p 
regarding its nature which crept in and became current dunn&" the 
romantic period when emotions and mC!o1s we~e over-emphas1~ed: 
The St John's program approaches music ma different perspectlv~. 
it agre~s with a modern mathematiciar; who .approaches the basic 
problems of mathematics by companng with each other, a~d 
distinguishing from each other, Langu:=i-ge, M~sic'.ar:d Mathematics 
as three modes of symbolic construct10~ w.hich he m the power ?f 
the human mind. Seen that way, mus1~ 1s no longer an esotenc 
activity restricte~ in influence. to a special type of persons. Our 
philosophic thinkmg and our science .w:ould not be what th~y are b~t 
for the presence of music in our trad1t10n. An. understan.dmg of thrn 
tradition implies, therefore, some understandmg of music. 

To help develop this understanding, a new m~sic I?rogram has 
b · traduced at St. John's. It forms a connectmg lmk between 
t~!nc:rricular and extra-curricular activiti~s, sharing in both._ Its 
required part consists of a freshman tut~nal, sophomore semmars 
on great works of music, Choral Exer~1ses, a1_1d concerts. The 
non-required part consists of the Music Semmar for advanced 
students. 

The Freshman Music Tutorial meets twice a week for an houL 
It is devoted to the study of the tonal language a~ a counterpart to 
the symbolic medi<: studied in. ~he .mathematics and Ic:n~uage 
tutorials. I ts immediate purpose is LO give every student a rnm1m~m 
of musical literacy. The emphasis is on the structure and meamng 
of melody, rhythm, counterpoint, and harmo;iy. Actuc;l. co~­
positions only are used as material in these. s~ud1es. No trammg m 
the conventional practices of music theory 1s mtended. 

The sophomore seminars on great works of music are given three 
times a year and are part of the regularly scheduled Mo:iday ~nd 
Thursday evening seminars. The students are a~~e~ to listen to a 

dl.ng of those particular pieces and to fam1hanze themselves recor . . 
with the scores before the seminar discuss10n. 

Four times a year a concert replaces the Formal Lecture. 
Outstandinv artists play carefully planned programs of old and 
modern mu~ic. Very often the artists .spend a fu_ll we~kend. at the 
College, giving additional informal recitals and discussmg with the 
students topics of music. 

The Choral Exercises tak;:; pl2.ce once 2. week The schedule. of 
instruction is so planned as to give every stu~ent the opportumty 
to take part in these exercises. They are obligatory for freshm<_ln 
and sophomores. The work of the chorus is focused on polyphomc, 
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a capella music. Occasionally the chorus joins with groups in the 
community to perform at informal concerts. 

In the extra-curricular Music Seminar for advanced students, 
great scores are read and discussed. The music seminars meet once 
a week, for one and one-half to two hours. 

SCHEDULE AND EXAMINATIONS 

Perhaps the most obvious distinctive mark of St. John's College 
is the easily observable fact that aII the students of the same year 
are reading the same books at the same time with the same im­
mediate preparation. This may be the week when that "all Greek to 
me" look is on all .freshman faces because they are learning the 
Greek alphabet; or 1t may be the two weeks that they are meeting 
the highest type of Greek mathematics in the fifth book of Euclid's 
Elements; or it may be the first assignment in Thucydides when the 
seminar leaders are wondering if the students will get the impli­
cations of liberty in Pericles' funeral oration. These are the educa­
tional realities that a common schedule marks and emphasizes. 

Each morning for five days of the week each student spends one 
hour in a language tutorial and one hour in a mathematics tutorial, 
of which one hour alternately is relinquished to the weekly choral 
exercises. Two afternoons a week each student spends from one to 
three hours in the Laboratory. Two evenings from eight to ten 
each student attends a seminar in organized conversation and dis­
cussion of the scheduled readings. A formal lecture or concert is 
given once-or occasionally tvvice-a week. Seventeen to nineteen 
hours per week are spent in regular classes. The rest of the time 
is spent in studying, eating, sleeping, talking, athletics, and other 
activities such as music and dramatics. 

The three terms of the College year average eleven weeks in 
fongth. There are oral examinations at the end of each term 
{except for the third term of the junior year). These are con­
ducted by seminar leaders with the help of other tutors. The 
students are questioned freely and informally on the texts they 
have read, on their critical or interpretative opinions, and en­
couraged to consider parts of their study in relation to each other 
and in relation to fresh problems that may not have been treated 
m their classes. Each student sits with the examiners for a half 
hour. A few days after the examination and before the end of a 
term the students meet their instructor again, in the so-called 
"don rags". The "don rags" are brief and recurrent consultations 
between teachers and student for the purpose of diaP-nosis and 
prescription rather than for report of marks. They u~ually last 
fifteen minutes for each student, but may be extended well beyond 
that. In them the tutors report to the seminar leader on the stu­
dent's work for the term; the students are invited to report on them-
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selves and to judge their own work; advice may be requested and 
given· difficulties may be aired; but grades are not reported, nbr 
are they the center of interest. The don rags are f?llo-~1-:ed ,Y 
vacations in which a fresh start is possible and new directions m 
study may be explored. 

The end of each year, and in the case of the juniors the middle 
of the year, is marked by an essay written by each student on so1he 
theme which he has chosen in the books, with the al?pro:val of fh e 
seminar leaders, and on which he stands an exammat10n. . e 
annual written examinations for freshmen and sop?om_ore? are gn:en 
in the following September after the long vaca~10!1 P.enod dunng 
which the salutary processes of forgetting, ass1milatmg: an.cl thf 
maturing of insights have taken place. 1:he clos~ orgamzat1on o 
sub'ect matter and the intensive teachmg. which. results make 
vac~tions and unscheduled rumination.s h:nctl~:mally important .. As 
one learns to skate in summer and swim. m 'Ymter, so <;me acqu~es 
wisdom in vacation. The annual exammatlons are aimed at e­
tecting and encouraging this process. 

A Sam pie Class Schedule For One Week 

-
I 

Hour Mon. Tues. Wed. Thur. Fri. I Sat. 

9 Mathematics Mathematics Mathematics Mathematics! 
Tutorial Tutorial I Tutorial Tutorial 

I 

I-
I 10 I 
1--

Language Language i 11 Language Language Language 
I Tutorial Tutorial Tutorial Tutorial Tutorial 
I 

- 1-
12 Chorus 

--- - ____ i ______ .i ----
' 2 I 

to Laboratory Laboratory 
I : 5 ---1 I 

1----

I 
8 

Seminar Formal 

I 
Seminar I I to 

Lecture I 10 I 
I 

I I I I 

At the end of the third year the juniors hav~ to stand_ a s;ot of 
comprehensive examif'.ations, t~e s~--c_alle-~ ~~:blmg E~ammat1011s, 
which determme whether a scuC1eI1L 1.,,a.11 L".c.)w':' c: c~nd1?ate for t e 
degree of Bachelor of Arts. These Enablmg Exammat10ns as -~'ell 
as the requirements for the degree of Bachelor of Arts are descnoed 
fully in Appendix B. 
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ACADEMIC STANDING 

The system of instruction allows for a close and varied ac­
quaintance of instructors and students; therefore the student's 
academic s.tanding is known in detail from day to day. This 
knowledge is pooled at the end of each term on the occasion of the 
don rag and the combined judgments of the tutors are based on 
more than recorded grades. 

A single g:ade do~s not necessarily indicate the degree of 
mastery of a given subJect. The grades do represent periodic and 
comprehensive judgments of the student's work by members of 
the faculty who are in direct contact with it. Students are advised 
not to work for grades, but to try to develop their own under­
standing and to let grades take care of themselves. If, on the other 
hand, it become? evident that a student is not progressing at all, 
or that the learnmg process has stopped and cannot be revived, the 
student is asked to leave. A decision of this kind is usually reached 
in common agreement with the student. 

Ideally there is no reason for dropping any normal student 
f~om ~h.is cou:se of study. It is varied and rich enough for great 
diversities of mterest, performance, and achievement, and there is 
ample room within it for a wide range of ability and for individual 
choice and guidance. This fact permits and demands a longer 
peri~d of adjustmen.t and tentative judgment than in the regular 
elect1'.'~ syste1'.1· lt 1s .assumed t?at each student has the required 
capac1t1es until there is clear evidence to the contrary. All disci­
plinary action is governed by the assumption that bad habits can 
be changed. 

. Attendance on all regularly scheduled College exercises is re­
quired. A record of absences is kept and posted. This record is 
taken into consideration whenever there is occasion to determine 
academic standing. 

The following persons can excuse a student from class at­tendance: 

1) Parent, guardian, or other responsible person outside the 
College; 

2) Instructor in charge of class in which absence occurs; 
3) The College Physician; 

4) Practising physicians consulted by the student. 

THE ST. JOHN'S DEGREE OF 
BACHELOR OF ARTS 

The St. J o~n 's degree of Bachelor of Arts signifies the suc­
cessful comp]et10n of four years of studies as described in the 
preceding pages. The content of these four years of studies can be 
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distributed among standard subjects. The following table is an 
attempt to approximate the St. John's program in terms of a 
conventional curriculum, although it is rather difficult to measure 
the work done throughout the four years in semester-hours. 

Languages (Greek, German, French) .... . 
Literature... . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........ . 
Religion ............... . 
Political Science ..... . 
History ........................ . 
Philosophy ................. . 
Economics . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ......... . 
Logic ...... ·. . . . . . . . . . ................. . 
Psychology ................................... . 
Mathematics .................................. . 
Sciences (Physics, Astronomy, Chemistry, Biology) .. 
Music. . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............... . 

33 
10 

6 
5 
5 

13 
4 
4 
3 

24 
33 

5 

Total. ............. 145 

It should be noted that instruction in English is included in the 
above table. The writing of annual essays, the recurrent exercises 
in the tutorials, and above all the continuous reading and dis­
cussing of the books in the seminar provide the means by which 
the study of English is carried on in the program. 

The four years at St.John's do not purport to prepare a student 
for any particular future careeL Nor do they prepare for any 
vocational school or any special kind of graduate work. They do, 
however, give to a student planning to embark upon graduate 
work a background sufficiently broad to help him substantially in 
his specialized studies, whatever they might be. The question is 
sometimes asked as to whether the graduate schools acknowledge 
the St. John's degree of Bachelor of Arts, in view of the highly 
unconventional program under which St. John's operates. It must 
be noted that to date St. John's College is certified only by the 
charter of the College and the Maryland Board of Education. 

The experience that the College has had with its graduates so 
far shows that there are no inherent difficulties for a St. John's 
graduate to continue his studies on the graduate level, if he chooses 
to do so. Of the 232 students who have graduated from St. John's 
since 1941, when the first class completed the New Program, 137, 
or about 593, entered graduate schools. Forty-two of these have 
already completed their graduate work. The following table shows 
the distribution to date, among the various fields of study: 
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Number Field of Study of Students 
Architecture............. . ................. . 
Biology .......................... . 
Business Administration ... . 
Economics ...... . 
Education. 
Engineering .. 
Geology ...... . 
History .... . 
Journalism ... . 
Languages .... . 
Law .. 
Library Science. 
Literature and Writing ... 
Mathematics .. 
Medicine. 
Meteorology. . ....... . 
Philosophy .......... . 
Physics ..... . 
Political Science ... 
Psychology. 
Public Administration .. 
Social Work 

.......... ' .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Theology .. .............. ' ........ . 

Total. 

1 
3 
5 
3 

10 
4 
2 
6 
1 
8 

19 
3 

11 
9 

10 
1 

14 
8 
6 
2 
1 
2 
8 

137 

This list shows clearly that the graduate and professional 
schools do not put too many obstacles in the way of St. John's 
grad,iiates. _As a matter of fact, these schools tend increasingly t 
adf!!It candidates on ~h~ basis of ~ndividual record and merit, an~ 
to ignore the bare mm1mum certification of the ordinary degree 
The graduate and professional schools tend also to recognize mor~ 
and more the necessity for a general education on the undergraduate 
!eve.I. They have begun ~o see the ravages that premature special-
1zat10n leaves on the mmds of our scientists and engineers our 
doctors and lawyers. ' 

. In n;iost cases, admission to graduate schools presents minimal 
d1fficul~1es for the St. John's graduate, especially if his academic 
record is 3: good ?n~.-In the case of the sciences-physics, biology, 
and chem1stry--1t 1s usually necessary for him to take additional 
courses bef?re ~mbarking upon advanced work. This generally 
means that m his first year of graduate study he has to work harder 
tha_n _students from other institutions who have undergone specia'I 
trammg; after t?at, however, he advances at least as well as the 
other~, and begms to reap the benefits of his broad inteIIectual 
expenence at St. John's.-In the case of engineering advanced work 
!presupposes the taking of additional courses on th~ underaraduate 
eve I. " 

Finally, in the case of medicine, a warning must be given to the 
student entering St. John's who plans to pursue a medical career 
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The medical schools maintain a policy of high selectivity and insist 
upon definite prerequisites. In view of this, students who come to 
St. John's with the intention of going on into medicine are advised 
to make special arrangements for fulfilling these requirements. 
They may take pre-medical courses at summer schools, or they may 
plan a year of work in the sciences, on the undergraduate and 
graduate level, prior to formal entrance into a medical school. That 
this can be accomplished successfully is shown by the comparatively 
high number of St. John's graduates who have studied or are study­
ing medicine. It is not unimportant to mention that many medical 
schools themselves, like the larger technological institutes, expect 
their students to be able to build on a broad foundation of humane 
knowledge. 

Whatever the attitude of the graduate schools, St John's 
refuses to accept the imposition of heavy pre-professional, special­
ized requirements on its liberal curriculum. The College knows well 
enough that to educate a man requires less, and yet far more, than 
to satisfy the shifting standards of specialized skills. 

CO-EDUCATION 

Believing that the education being offered at St. John's could 
and should be equally available to women and that their partici­
pation in the program would make it even more effective, the Board 
of Visitors and Governors voted to admit women to the College 
commencing in the fall of 1951. 

THE FACULTY 

Part of the intention of the elective system since the time of its 
introduction at Harvard has been to encourage the combination of 
teaching and research in each member of the faculty. The principle 
is that the teaching mind must be a learning mind, and therefore 
good teaching demands continued learning. This has come to mean 
in academic practice that the good teacher must be making original 
contributions to knowledge and that he must publish if he wishes 
to be promoted. 

The faculty at St. John's is again going back to first principles 
and making another application of them. Learning is a cooperative 
enterprise and it is best carried out when persons at different stages 
of comprehension work together. The typical learning situtation at 
St. John's involves a small group of learners. First in the learning 
line come the author-teachers, the writers of the great books, who 
are talking in most cases at the high point of their own learning. 
Next comes the reading and talking teacher who is a member of 
the faculty: his stage of learning is somewhere between the author 
and the best student. There then follow the other students at 
distances proportional to their degree of understanding. The old-
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fashioned ranking of classes in the little red sch Ih · h · 
that we have in mind. At the head of th ool ou?e isht e image 
t h t th f f l e c ass 1s t e author 
eac er, a e oot o t 1e class the worst stud t · 1 · -

subje.ct matter. All the others are both teach;s l~n~e at10!1 to the 
learnmg from those above and teaching those b 1 pupils, each e ow. 

The aim in all the classes is to exploit the diff · k 
edge, character, and skill as they are distributed erencehs m nowl-

d th t t S. · · among t e students 
an e u ors. mce it 1s not the policy of the c 11 
only the best students for admission but rathe t . o egeh to select 
distribution of ability that is found in the r 0 aiix at t. e normal 
munity, it counts heavily on the normal s~~i~age mencan com­
unders~an?ing ~o catch and amplify the teachf~oces~ of mutual 
exemplify m their various styles all the types of coll!b t~e clasJes 
allowmg e_ven the.dull or slow student on occasion to ~~~J~1 st~ y, 
to the mam learmng purpose. e c ass 

The kind of teaching and learning that goes on at St J h , 
presupposes, then, a faculty differing in ma f · 0 11 s 
faculties of more conventional college~. Each ofYthwafys 1 rom the 
bers hast b tl · e acu ty mem-o e exper y competent mat least one field f k 1 d 
Beyond that he must be willing to acquire a certain ~x ~~~ e g_e. 
other fields of knowledge, hitherto neglected b hi ~ ess ~n 
competen~e in the liberal arts. That meansytha~'han ha certam 
educate himself. He has the opportunity to do b the as to re­
of the s:. John's progr;;i.m. He attends classes~~ tKe s:;:r~ana:ure 
student, his own 1earnmg goes along with his te h' . Y s a 
st~1dents ?o, he progresses from year to year int~~ ~~t~d::t a~ the 
this contmuous learning and teaching b · h' . um, and · · nngs im m an ever i 1 
creasmg measure, mto closer contact with the entire 'prog a Th 1 -

:c~~~~~r t~f :~1n~~~ J ~i~7~f 0~~~l~h:sp~~;:~~~n~ee~ i~~~: h~olas~f~ 
~u~~~f~1~~;~hebl~bo~r:t~~~m~a~~d f~~:r~ther two tu~orial~s otro !e~ 
P3;S~ng on ~he special skills that he p~sses2~s1~~~fse~0\~e~~~~tan~y 
i~g t rLeqmre th;1-i: in the~r respective classes. The coll~bo:a~'. 0 

~f ~h~ f~c~f tJ.ohn s is especially evident in the cooperative teachI~; 

wor~Iaf memJ;>er~ of the St. John's faculty do engage in editorial 

~~~ie~ v~jl~0~J~;ti~~ ~~~n~f =~~:s~0~~ t a~~e~~r:~~Y a i~o~~f ~~r:w~ 
which h em t at nee new ed1t10ns, and a smaller number 
follo . avbe nokt bheen translated. or are badly translated. So far the 

wmg oo s ave been repnnted: 
Plato: Phaedrus, in Greek and Latin 
Gospel according to St. John, in Greek and Latin 
HD~scartes: Discourse on 1Vlethod, in French and Latin 

lppocrates: Selected Works 
Arc~imedes: Selected Works 
Lucian: True History 
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Aristarchus: Distances of Sun an:d Mo?n 
Nico;nachus: Introductioi: .to Arithm_etic 
Spinoza: Theological-Political Treatise 
Gilbert: On the Magnet 
Harvey: The Works of . 
Rousseau: Du Contrat Social. 
Lavoisier: Elements of C,hemistry 
Hegel: Philosophy of !Jistory 
Dalton: Chemical PhilosoPh'>: . 
Bernard: Experimental Medicine 
Fourier: Theory of Heat 
Virchow: Cellular Pathol~gy .. 
Euclid: Elements (H~ath s ed1t1on) 
Kant: Kritik der Reinen Vernunft 

1 d for the first time 
The following books have been trans ate 

into English by members of the faculty: 
Apollonius: Conics Books I-III . . 
Ptole;ny: Mathemat~cal Composition (Almagest) 
Augustine: On Music ... 
Scotus Erigena: The Division of Nature 
Grosseteste: On Light 
Ores;ne· On the Breadths of Forms 
Coperni~us: On the Revolut~on of the SphereB k IV V 
Kepler: Epitom_e of Copernican Astronomy, oo s ' 
Pico: On the DignitYd?f. M_anC entary to the 12th Book of Aristotle's 
Alexander of Aphro !Sias· omm 

Metaphysics 
The following books have been retranslated by members of 

the faculty: 
Plato: Meno 
Plotinus: Fifth Ennead 
Aristotle: Physics, Books I-IV 
Bonaventure: Reduction of Arts to Theology 
Cantor: Transfinite Numbers . 
Einstein: Geometry and Experience 

fi r f esearch carried out by the 
This' represents t~~th;:\in1:~f ~es~arch consists in th~ const.ant 

St. Johns fa~ulty. A k r t which occurs as an immediate 
reinterpretatfon ofh.the t~~boo~~ in seminar, in tutorial, and in.the 
by-product o teac m~ t f this kind of research go first mto 
labor~tory. Tdhe I?ro fuc s oblication and learned societies is and 
teachmg. Pro uct10n or pu 
should be a secondary result. . h 

t t t that St John's is as muc a 
It is perhaps nece~sa~y o s a e . e of the raduates of 

school for teachers as ith~s for stug::ist~f ;~;College. ~his will be 
St. John's are now teac mg m.em h neral olicy of the 
the case in the h:tur~t also. j~a~~sh~:~::~hfn: ~eositio!s only after 
College to appomtd1 s gdra . nd other experience outside of St. 
they have gathere aca em1c a 

Joh~~~ program and the actua! instruction are. uncle~ t~~e s6e~~ 
vision of the Instruction Committee, whose chairman is 
of the College. 
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THE LIBRARY 

The objectives of the library in terms of the College are to 
furnish the books on which the teaching program is founded and 
to supplement these books with other good books of interest to 
students in the liberal arts in a manner agreeable to the people 
using its resources: students, faculty, and members of adult classes. 

The Great Books chosen for study at St. John's are collected 
in the library in the best editions and translations that can be 
obtained. These books plus a carefully selected group of modern 
texts for the laboratory are the core of the library. In cases where 
these are too expensive for the students to purchase or are out of 
print the library lends copies for class use. These basic books are 
essential to the teaching of the program. A good general collection 
is a necessary supplement. A very specialized, very technical one 
would have little use. But-in addition to 9 newspapers-87 current 
periodicals, reference books and books in mathematics, science, 
philosophy, religion, art, music, poetry, literary criticism, history, 
and a few of the current novels and biographies are bought each 
year. The music section of the library takes care of the needs of the 
music course. The library catalogue analyzes both books and 
magazines for sections and articles pertinent to the teaching pro­
gram. The library has now 45 ,000 volumes. A manual to explain 
the arrangement of the library and the use of the catalogue is issued 
to the students at the beginning of the year. 

A small college library has both the advantages and disad-
v;l'tntages of its selective policy in book purchases. It possesses a 
~orkable collection, but is not altogether self-sufficient. Inter­
t~brary loans furnish books the library cannot or does not wish to 
'buy. 
, The King William Room on the second floor of the library is 

u,sed for the question periods following the Friday night lectures, 
~d also for Sunday Evening Meetings on current problems of 
~ational and international policies. Easy chairs, tables, and many 

· Jamps create an atmosphere conducive to study and reading. 

}'\',\''. THE ST. JOHN'S LIST OF GREAT BOOKS 

~onier: 
<•erodotus: 

hylus: 
odes: 

·pides: 
ophanes: 
ocrates: 

Iliad, Odyssey 
History 
Agamemmon, Choephoroe, Eumenides, Prometheus Bound 
Oedipus Rex, Oedipus at Colonus, Antigone 
Hippolytus, Medea 
Clouds, Birds 
Airs, Waters, and Places, Ancient Medicine, Oath, Sacred 
Disease 
Ion, Gorgias, Meno, Republic, Apology, Crito, Phaedo, 
Symposium, Parmenides, Theaetetus, Sophist, Timaeus, 
Phaedrus, Cratylus 
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Thucydides: 
Aristotle: 

Euclid: 
Archimedes: 
Apollonius: 
Lucretius: 
Virgil: 
The Bible 
Epictetus: 
Tacitus: 
Plutarch: 
Nicomachus: 
Ptolemy: 
Galen: 
Plotinus: 
Justinian: 
Augustine: 
Thomas Aquinas: 
Dante: 
Chaucer: 
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History of the Peloponnesian War . 
Generation of Animals, On the Soul, Physics I~, III, IV, 
VIII, Metaphysics I, V, VI, VII, XII, Nicomachean 
Ethics, Politics, Poetics, Organon 
Elements 
Selected Works 
Conics 
On the Nature of Things 
Aeneid 

Discourses, Manual 
Annals 
Lives 
Arithmetic 
Almagest 
On the Natural Faculties 
Fifth Ennead 
Institutes 
Confessions, The City of God 
Summa Theologica 
The Divine Comedy 
Canterbury Tales 

Pico della Mirandola: On the Dignity of Man 
Gargantua and Pantagruel 
The Prince, Discourses 
Theology 

Rabelais: 
Machiavelli: 
Luther: 
Calvin: 
CopESnicus: 
Montaigne: 
Bacon: 
Gilbert: 
Kepler: 
Donne: 
Shakespeare: 

Cervantes: 
Harvey: 
Galileo: 
Descartes: 

Hobbes: 
Spinoza: 
Milton: 
Bunyan: 
Pascal: 
Corneille: 
Racine: 
Moliere: 
La Fontaine: 
Newton: 
Huygens: 
Locke: 

Berkdey: 
Leibniz: 

Swift: 
Vico: 
Prevost: 
Fielding: 

Institutes 
On the Revolution of the Spheres 
Essays . 1. . 

Novum Organum, First and Second Book of Apriorism.1· 
On the Magnet 
Epitome of Copernican Astronomy 
Poems 
Richard II Henry IV (Parts 1 and 2), As You Like It, 
Twelfth Night, Hamlet, Macbeth, King Lear, Tempest 
Don Quixote . . ~1 
Motion of the Heart and Blood, Generation of Animals 
The Two New Sciences 
Rules for the Direction of the kfind, Discourse on kfethod, 
Geometry, ~Meditations 
Leviathan 
Theological-Political Treatise 
Paradise Lost, Samson Agonistes 
The Pilgrim's Progress 
Pensees 
Cinna 
Phedre 
Tartuffe 
Fables 
Principia, Optics 
Treatise on Light 
Essay Concerning Human Understanding, Second Essay 
on Civil Government 
Principles of Human Knowledge . 
Essay on Dynamics, Discourse on Metaphysics, lYionad­
ology, Correspondence with A rnauld 
Gulliver's Travels, The Battle of the Books 
The New Science 
Manon Lescaut 
Tom Jones 
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Montesquieu: The Spirit of the Laws 
Hume: Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding 
Voltaire: Candide, Micromegas 
Adam Smith: Wealth of Nations 
Gibbon: Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire 
Rousseau: Essay on the Origin of Inequality, Social Contract 
Lessing: Education of Mankind 
Herder: History of Man 
Schiller: Poems 
Kant: Critique of Pure Reason, Critique of Practical 

. . Critique of Judgment, Metaphysics of Morals 
Lavo1s1er: Treatise on Chemistry 
United States Constitution 
Federalist Papers 
Dalton: 
Goethe: 
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Reason, 

Hoelderlin: 

New System of Chemical Philosophy 
Faust, Werther, Iphigenia in Tauris 
Poems ' Doctrine of Colors, 

Jane Austen: 
Hegel: 
de Tocqueville: 
Kierkegaard: 
Faraday: 
Lobachevski: 
Balzac: 
Stendhal: 
Flaubert; 
Melville: 
Boole: 
Virchow: 
J.S. Mill: 
Darwin: 
Marx: 
Mendel: 
Turgenev: 
Tolstoi: 
Nietzsche: 
Dostoevski: 
George Cantor: 
Dedekind: 
Baudelaire: 
William James: 
Poincare: 
Freud: 
Proust: 
Valery: 
Whitehead: 

Poems 
Pride and Prejudice 
Philosophy of History 
Democracy in America 
Philosophical Fragments 
Experimental Researches in Electricity 
Theory of Parallels 
Father Goriot 
Red and Black 
1~adame Bovary 
Moby Dick 
Laws of Thought 
Cellular Pathology 
On Liberty 
Origin of Species, Descent of Man 
Capital 
Experiments in Plant Hybridization 
Fathers and Sons 
lVar and Peace 
Beyond Good and Evil 
Crime and Punishment The Possessed 
Transfinite Numbers ' 
Essays on Numbers 
Poems 
Psychology-Briefer Course 
Science and Hypothesis 
Basic Writings 
Remembrance of Things Past 
Poems 

Dewey: 
Charter of the 

Adventures of Ideas 
Human Nature and Conduct 

United Nations 
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Schedules for the instruction in the language tutorials, mathe­
matics tutorials, and laboratories follow. It should be noted that 
they are subject to continual revision, correction, and improvement, 
as teaching experience indicates. 

Assigned 
Exercises 

Memorizing 
Paradigms 
Selections 

Translation 
and Analysis 
of Texts 

Formal Logic 
Treatises 

Prattice in 
Analytical 
Commentary 

Totals 

LANGUAGE TUTORIALS-1951-52 

Clock-hours of Classroom Work 

First Year 
(Greek) 

60 hours 
Grammar 

62 hours 
St. John's 

Gospel 
Plato's Meno 

14 hours 
Logic, 

translation 
from Aris­
totle's 
Categories 
and 
Analytics 

8 hours 
Enthymemic 

analysis of 
Greek 
epigrams 

Translation 
from selec­
tions of 
Aristotle's 
Physics 

144 hours 

Second Year 
(Greek) 

24 hours 
Grammar 

80 hours 
St. Mark's 

Gospel 
Epistle to the 

Galatians 
First Epistle 

to the 
Corinthians, 
Chapts. 1-
XIII 

Aristotle's . 
Metaphysics, 
Bk. XII 

Plato's Repub­
lic, Bks. I, VH 

40 hours 
Plato's 

Cratylus 
Euripides' 

Hippolytus 

144 hours 

Third Year 
(German) 

40 hours 
Grammar 

74 hours 
Lessing 
Herder 
Schiller 
Goethe 
Hoelderlin 

30 hours 
Kant 

144 hours 

Fourth Year 
(French) 

30 hours 
Grammar 

70 hours 
Corneille 
Racine 
Moliere 
La Fontaine 
Prevost 
Balzac 
Stendhal 
Flaubert 
Proust 
Baudelaire 
Valery 

9 hours 
Boole's 

Laws of 
Thought 

26 hours 
Pascal 
Rousseau 

135 hours 
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MATHEMATICS TUTORIALS-1951-52 

Clock-hours of Classroom Work 

Plane Geometry ................ . 
Solid Geometry .................... . 
General Theory of Ratio and 

Proportion ........... . 
Introduction to Number Theory ..... 
Conic Sections .............. . 
Trigonometry ................... . 
Algebra ........................... . 
Astronomy and Celestial Mechanics .. . 
Analytic Geometry. . ....... . 
Dynamics ................. . 
Calculus with Introduction to Dif-

ferential Equations. 
Non-Euclidean Geometry ......... . 
Transfinite Numbers .... . 
Readings from Dedekind .......... . 

Totals 

First 
Year 

50 
25 

20 
3 

45 

144 

Second 
Year 

46 
8 

40 
40 
10 

144 

LABORA TORY-1951-52 

Clock-Hours of Laboratory Work 

First Second 
Year Year 

BIOLOGY 
Anatomy and Physiology . .... . . . 52 
Classification ....... . . . . . ..... . . 8 
Genetics ...... . . . . . . . . . ...... 
Embryology. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... 
Histology. . . . . . . ... 

CHEMISTRY 
General Inorganic. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 90 
Physical. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... 

PHYSICS 
Electricity and Magnetism ... . . . . . 
Heat. . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... . . . 8 
Light ...... . . . . . . . ....... . . . .. 90 
Mechanics. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 44 
Sound ..... . . . . . . . ..... ~ . 8 

Third 
Year 

60 
34 
so 

144 

Third 
Year 

so 
36 
34 

6 

54 

Fourth 
Year 

107 
14 
9 
5 

135 

Fourth 
Year 

24 

136 

NOTE: In the above breakdown, all Graphics and Mathematical Drawing exer­
cises are included under "Mechanics". 
About one-fourth of the laboratory time is spent in lectures on assigned 
reading. 
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LABORATORY EXERCISES-1951-52 

Fresh.man 

Biology 

The Dissection of the Frog (The 
Organism as a Whole) 

The Digestive System of the Cat (The 
Faculty of Digestion) 

The Respiratory System of the Cat 
(The Faculty of Respiration) 

The Urogenital System of the Cat (The 
Faculty of Excretion) 

The Arteries and Veins of the Cat 

The Sheep Pluck 
The Motion of the Heart and the Blood 

(The Faculty of Transportation) 
The Skeleton (The Faculty of Support) 

The Muscles (The Faculty of Move­
ment) 

The Nervous System of the Frog (The 
Faculty of Coordination) 

The Sheep Eye (The Faculty of Sight) 
Classification 

Physics 
Measuremer:t of Length and Area: 

Construction of Straight Edge and 
Ruler 

Measurement of Length and Area· 
Vernier, Micrometer, Spheromete; 

Weight 
Volume and Density 
Errors and Significant Figures 
Spirals and Calculating Machines 
Center of Gravity (Archimedes) 
The Law of the Lever 
The Analytical Balance 
Hydrostatics (Archimedes) 
The Crown Problem (Archimedes) 
The Barometer (Torricelli) 
Musical Intervals and Scales 
Chromatic and Diatonic Scales 
The Thermometer (Fahrenheit) 
The Calorimeter (Joseph Black) 

Sophomore 

Chemistry 

Classification of Materials: fviixtures 
and Pure Substances 
Spec!fic Properties: Solubility 
Spec~fic Propert!es: Boiling Point 
Specific Properties: Melting Point 

Classification of Pure Substances 
The Role of Oxygen 
Acids, Bases, and Salts 

The Weight-Ratio Laws 
The Law of Definite Proportions 
The Law of Reciprocal Proportions 
The Law of Multiple Proportions 

The Gas Laws 
Boyle's Law 
Charles' Law 

Volume-combining Ratios 
(Gay-Lussac) 

Molecular Weight by Vapor Density 
(Avogadro) 

Molecular Weight by Depression of 
Freezing Point (Van't Hoff) 

Periodic Law (Mendelejeff) 
Ionization (Arrhenius) 

Optics 
The Rect.ilinear Propagation of Light: 

Reflect10n from Plane Surfaces 

Reflection from Cylindrical and Spheri­
cal Surfaces 

Reflec~ion from Ellipsoidal, Para-
bolo1dal, and Hyperboloidal Surfaces 

Refraction 
Lenses 
The Lens Formulae 
Magnifying Glass and Refracting Tele· 

scope 
Compound Microscope 
Iceland Spar: Ordinary and Extra-

ordinary Refraction 
The Wave Theory of Light (Huygens) 
Deviation and Dispersion 
Color 
Interference and Diffraction 
Perspective Projection 
Stereographic Projection 
Astronomical Sights and Mountings 
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Junior 

Histology 

The Microscope and Its Use 
The Cell 
Cell Division 
Epithelial Tissues 
The so-called Soft Connective Tissues 
The so-called Hard Connective Tissues 
Muscular Tissues 
Blood Tissue 
Nervous Tissue 
Special Histology-Organs 

Genetics 

The Germ Cells 
Meiosis and Fertilization 
The Early Development of the Starfish 
The Development of the Frog 
Exercises on the Development of the 

Chick: 
Primitive Streak Embryo 
Twenty-four Hour Embryo 
Thirty-six Hour Embryo 
Forty-eight Hour Embryo 
Seventy-two Hour Embryo 
Ninety-six Hour Embryo 

Embryology 

Two-thirds of the laboratory time is 
allowed for breeding experiments with 
the fruit fly. The other third is devoted 
to a tutorial in genetics in which follow­
ing topics are considered: 

Mendelian Inheritance: The Mono­
hybrid Cross 

Mendelian Inheritance: The Di­
hybrid and Trihybrid Crosses 

The Chromosomes as the "Physical 
Basis" of Inheritance 

Sex-Related Inheritance 
Law of Probability 
Linkage and Crossing Over 
Chromosome Mapping 
Genes and Mutation 
Polypoidy and Related Phenomena 
Genetics and Development 
Genetics and Darwinism 

Mechanics 

Falling Bodies and Uniformly Acceler­
ated Motion 

Newton's Second Law of Motion 
Rigid Body Equilibrium for Co-Planar 

Forces 
The Conservation of Momentum and 

Energy 
Hooke's Law 
Centripetal Force 
Rotation: The Circular Motion 

Analogy 
The Simple Pendulum 
Simple Harmonic Motion and the 

Spring Pendulum 
The Compound Pendulum 
The Torsion Pendulum 
The Mechanical Equivalent of Heat 
The Motion of a Rolling Body 
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Senior 

First Term 

Electromagnetism 
The laws of electrostatics 
Magnetostatics and the magnetic field 
Equipotential mapping of the electric field 
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The magnetic fie_ld associated with moving charges; development of the theor 
of the magnetic pendulum and the galvanometer Y 

Establishment of Ohm's law 
The theory of the potentiometer 
The extension .of the law of conservation of energy to electrical systems; the 

electro-colonmeter and Joule's law 
Faraday's laws of electrolysis 
Electromagnetic induction. The dynamo, motor and alternating currents 

Second Term 

The students consider individually problems of an advanced nature which require 
the whole term for solution. Examples are: 

Particle theory versus wave theory of matter, specifically: electron diffraction 
Particle t~eory :versus wave theory. of the electr?magnetic spectrum, specifi-

cally: d1ffract10n and photoelectnc effect studied quantitatively in various 
reg10ns of the spectrum 

Rutherford's experiment on the scattering of helium ions by gold foil leading to 
the nuclear theory of the atom. Comparison with Thomson's model 

Dete_r1'.1ination of the charge and mass of the electron; comparison of the 
M1lhkan value of the electronic charge with the Faraday value 

Third Term 

Physical Chemistry 
Determination of molecular weights-Meyer's method 
Determination of specific heats-Clement and Desormes' method 
Determination of specific heats-Kundt's method 
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MUSIC PROGRAM-1951-52 

Freshman Music Tutorial: 
Fundamentals of Melody; Form; Meter and Rhythm; Poly-

phony; Harmony. 

Materials: 

Bach 2 and 3 part Inventions; Preludes and Fugues from 
Tempered Clavichord 

Handel, Messiah 
Schubert, Impromptus, Songs 
Mozart, Magic Flute 
Beethoven, Piano Sonatas 
Stravinsky, Oedipus rex 

Sophomore Seminar: 

Gregorian Chant 
Palestrina, Missa Papae Marcelli 
Bach, St. Jvlatthew Passion 
Bach, B minor Mass 

Chorus: 
Works by Bach, Byrd, Palestrina, Schuetz. 

Well-

Concerts: 
String Quartets by Schoenberg, Bartok, Beethoven (The 

J uilliard String Quartet) 
Bach, Goldberg Variations; Scarlatti, Sonatas (Ralph Kirk­

patrick) 
String Trios by Mozart, Beetho_ven, Villa Lo~os; Bach Sonata 

for Solo violin (Alex. Schneider and associates) 

Hugo Wolf, Songs (Frances James) 

EXTRA-CURRICULAR 

Advanced Seminar: Study of major compositions 

Class on Functional Harmony 

Madrigal Group 

EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 

A college should be a community in which the students can 
discipline and develop their native powers, and at the same time 
le~rn how to associate with oth~r people in such a way as to continue 
this ~evelopment throughout hfe. Not. only the curriculum at St. 
Johns, but the arrangement for residence and extracurricular 
activities as well, are means to this end. 

It is the policy of the College to encourage any spontaneous 
group activity that shows promise of a contribution to the life of 
the community. The College cooperates in the financing of those 
activities that require expenditures, and advice is given where it 
can be helpful to the smooth functioning of the activity. The kind 
of laissez-faire attitude which generally characterizes the curricular 
aspect of American college life is in this College transferred to the 
field of extracurricular activities. 

It is no paradox, in view of the above, to say that the main 
purpose of extracurricular activities is amusement and relaxation. 
Students can work in order to play, or they can regard play as a 
natural component of a graceful, reasonable, and well-rounded 
human life. Since the things a person enjoys are accurately corre­
lated with that person's character and stage of development, the 
recreational activities students enjoy are the spontaneous fruit of 
their increasing knowledge and maturity. Work and play are not 
set over against each other, so that the work of the curriculum is 
looked upon as drudgery to be endured until it is possible to get 
away to the. movies. If this should be the case, life would indeed 
become meaningless and dull, and the hard work of the curriculum 
would be wasted. Rather, the discovery and choice of certain 
activities as enjoyable, and the rejection of other forms of recreation 
as silly or dull, follows as a free and natural consequence of the stu­
dent's expanding abilities, and must be proportionate to them. 
Recreational activities have to derive their vitality from these newly 
developed powers which support them, or else they cease to be 
enjoyable. Thus recreation and play become an integral part of the 
student's life in this community. 

Organization Some student activities are really an extension of the 
of Activities curriculum: for example the Bible classes, the 

Astronomy Club, the Play-Reading Group, and the 
advanced music-study groups. 

The St. John's Collegian is a student newspaper which reports 
and comments on the events in the community. The St. John's 
Yearbook is a student-edited yearly publication which in its present 
form is a magazine whose purpose is to recapitulate, to summarize, 
and to criticize the past academic year. 
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The King William Players serve as a center for the activities of 
play production. There is also a Variety Club. 

The Film Club presents annually a series of about thirty of the 
outstanding foreign and domestic film productions in cinema-the 
"classics" of cinematic art. 

The Cotillion Board is the student organization which arranges 
all college dances. A Folk Dance group has been organized recently 
in which not only the students but also other members of the 
college community and. townspeople participate. 

An artist-in-residence, F. Townsend Morgan, conducts a weekly 
class for those interested in drawing and painting. He maintains a 
studio on the campus and is available for consultation and advice. 
He assists in the preparation of posters for College activities and in 
illustrations for College publications. A Graphic Arts Committee 
arranges occasional art exhibits. 

As a member of the Intercollegiate Yacht Racing Association, 
the Boat Club engages principally in Tempest class sailing. In 
addition to operating and maintaining its facilities the Boat Club 
provides instruction in sailing and boat building. 

In order to provide to the students an opportunity to exercise 
their manual skills, the College has established workshops. Here 
every student wishing to work on some project of his own, small or 
large, ranging from bookcases to boats, finds all necessary equip­
ment. A trained advisor with the help of student assistants gives 
him the guidance that he might require. 

As supports for an active social life, the College provides a 
Coffee Shop, a Bookstore, and a Junior Common Room, for the use 
of the whole college. In addition, there are smaller social rooms in 
each dormitory unit, equipped with comfortable furniture. 

Athletics Since 1939 athletics at St. John's have been organized on 
an intramural basis with active participation by more 

than seventy-five percent of the student body. With the aid of 
student athletic assistants, the St. John's Athletic Director carries 
on a series of individual and team sports throughout the entire year. 
The athletic facilities, which are open equally to men and women, 
include a well equipped gymnasium, large playing fields, tennis 
courts, and a College boathouse with a number of sailboats. Excel­
lence of performance in a wide variety of sports including sailing, 
tennis, handball, squash, badminton, boxing, swimming, baseball, 
basketball, fencing, archery, field hockey, lacrosse, and track is the 
instructional ideal and is recognized through a number of individual 
and team awards. 

The College recognizes that there may be certain values to be 
gained from intercollegiate contact, whether on the athletic field 
Qr in other activities. At the present time intercollegiate athletic 
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competitio~ extends only to the Boat Club, which · 
lnt~rcollegiat~ Yacht Racing Association. N 0is a m~n_iber. of t~e 
ma1or sports i~ envisioned. Future intercolle i t par~i~ipa~10n in 
~elds as tenms, basketball, and lacrosse wfit d activity m such 
mterest. of ~he student body and the decision of the efu~nd upon the 
compatibility of the proposed activity with th h ulty as to the 
ments of the College's program. e sc olastic require-

The Sunday Evening The Sunday Evening Me t' · . 
Meetings formal talks by compete;t i~~~s~~nsist o~ m-

. on current public issues of im or e spea ers 
take place m the King William Room of the Librar p ian~e. _They 
attend the lecture, and to take part in the ue t' y. nv:1tat10n to 
follows it, is extended to students and town~eip~~nal}k~~od which 

The Student Polity Th~ Student Polity, organized in 1945 of 
which all students are members w · ' · 

tuted for the following purposes as outlined in i'ts c' t~st u~st1-
) ' ons i ution · 

1 to promote a consciousness in the student body of rt· j 
and com.IJ?-unal responsibilities to both the College and tho 1 ~c~ 
commumt1es, e c1v1c 

. 2) to discover and submit to the College administration student 
ocpimon on ~ll. pro~lems common to both the students and th 

ollege adm1mstrat10n e 

3) to establish minimal dormitory regulations 
d 4) to review annually the activities of all student organizations 

an to gr::i~t. charte~s and allocate funds to those organizations 
whose activities are Judged to be consistent with the · f h 
College community, aims o t e 

h 5) to determin_e further, jointly with the College administration 
t e proper delegat10n of authority in the community. ' 

A Student Court functions to preserve good order. 

Adult Education St.) ohn,'s College has a program of adult edu-
. cat10n directed by Mr. John S. Kieffer. Adult 

semmars on the Great Books are held in Annapolis Baltimore 
Hagl'.rstown, .frederick, St. Mary's County and Eastod Maryland' 
a1nd 1~ Washmgton, D. C. The seminar leaders are' tutors and 
a umm of the College. 

Summer School In the summ~r of 1952 t~e College is resuming the 
summer sess10n begun m 1941. Information as 

~o the course of study, living arr_angements and fees are contained 
m a separate announcement available upon application to the Di­
rector of Adult Education. 
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THE ST. JOHN'S CAMPUS 

McDowell Hall-Administration offices, classrooms, 
store and Coffee Shop. . 
Randall Hall-Dining Hall and dormitory. 
Pinkney Hall-Dormitory .. 
Stone-Chase House-Dormitory. 
Woodward Hall-Library 
Iglehart Hall-Gymnasium. . 
Humphreys Hall~Laborat~nes. 
Paca-Carroll House-Dormitory. 
State Hall of Records. . 
Reverdy Johnson Hou_se-Music Rooms. 
Shop Buildings-Stud10 and shops. 
Boathouse. . 
McDowell Annex-Old Heatmg plant. 
Veteran's Housing. 
Liberty Tree. 
Infirmary. 
French Monument. 
New Heating Plant. 

Book-

RESIDENCE 

St. John's College is situated in the seventeenth-century seaport 
town of Annapolis. Annapolis. has '.1- popuJation of about thirty 
thousand people, who are occupied with fishmg and shipping in the 
harbor, with the training of midshipmen in the Naval Academy 
with governing the State of Maryland from the state government 
offices, and with the liberal education of young men and women at 
St. John's College. 

The College has twelve buildings on a tract of thirty-two acres. 
Four of these buildings are for student dormitory residence one 
being reserved for women. The College has also four temp~rary 
buildings on the campus, provided by the Federal Public Housing 
Authority, which contain twelve family dwelling units. These 
units were provided in an effort to take care of married veteran 
students and their families. 

The dormitories form small integrated communities within the 
larger college community, helping the incoming student to accept 
and enforce restraints upon himself and also to make proper use of 
the help and support that other students can give him in his college 
life. All unmarried students not living at home are required to live 
in the College dormitories and to take their meals in the College 
Dining Hall. 

Dormitories Each dormitory room is provided with the necessary 
furniture, including one or two beds, each with mat­

tress, pillow, pillow cover and bedspread. The rooms usually also 
contain chests of drawers, book shelves, Venetian blinds or window 
shades, study tables, chairs, and lamps. Towels, bed linen, and 
blankets are to be supplied by the student, as are also such deco­
rations as window draperies, rugs, and runners for chests of drawers 
and tables. Students should consult their prospective roommates, 
if any, and their own good taste in planning room decoration. Any 
major change requires special permission from the college ad­
ministration. 

Room assignment is the responsibility of the two Assistant 
Deans. New students have rooms assigned to them tentatively as 
soon as their applications for admission have been accepted. 
Returning students should apply for rooms before they leave for 
the summer vacation. Students who wish to room together should 
file joint applications. 

Rooms in dormitories may not be occupied during vacations 
except by special permission. The dormitories will be open for 
occupancy at the beginning of each term as follows: 

For upperclassmen taking annual written examinations, from 
noon of the day before the examination day.· 

For freshmen from noon of the day before registration day. 
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See the college calendar for definite dates in 1952-1953. 
The College provides housekeeping staff to c.are for the dorm~­

tories. There are student dormitory representatives whose duty it 
is to report complaints of violations .of good ord~r to the student 
court. The following are the regulat10ns concermng breakage and 
damage to College property: 

Any damage to College property will be charged to the 
occupant or occupants of the room, or to the occupants of 
the dormitory in which the damage occurs. 

Each stud~nt must make a deposit of ten dollars with the 
Treasurer of the College on registration. J?amage ~o College 
property will be charged against this deposit accordmg to t~e 
student's share of responsibility for the damagt;. The deposit 
must be maintained at all times during the session. It will be 
returned at the end of any session, or upon wi~hdrawa~ ~r 
graduation of the student from the College. This deposit is 
called the caution fee. 

The College reserves the right to restore completely, at the 
expense of the occupant or oc~upants, any dormitory room and 
furniture which have been senously damaged. 

The College will not be responsible for loss of or damage to 
any student property resulting from fire, theft, or any other 
cause. . 

In the interest of safety, students may not keep fire arms m 
their rooms. . 

In the interest of general health and the well-bemg of the 
community, pets are not permitted in the dormitories. 

Dining Hall The College Dining Hall is oper3:ted by. contract 
with the Slater System, Inc. of Phrlad:Iph1a, Pei:in­

sylvania. It opens for supper on the Thursday eve~mg preced~ng 
the beginning of the first term and on.the Sunday e"."enmgs J?recedmg 
the beginning of the second and third terms. Dmner will not be 
served on the last day of each term. 

Infirmary Service A well equipped Infirmary is maintained at the 
College, under the supervision of the College 

Physician and one trained nurse. 
The College Physician holds. office. hours each day at the 

Infirmary. During these hours his serv1c~s are fr:e to those who 
have paid their regular College fees. Medical services rendered by 
others than members of the College Infirmary staff, whether for 
sickness or for injuries, are not paid for by the College. 

Any illness must be rep?rted promptly by. the student. S~u­
dents suffering from contagious or mtectious d1seas:~ must reside 
in the Infirmary until discharged by the College Phys1c1an. 

The Infirmary makes a daily report to the Dean. 

ADMISSIONS 

Requirements 

A student is eligible for admission if he can provide evidence of 
his ability and preparation to pursue the St. John's program in 
terms of the following achievements: 

Credits for 

One and one-half years of algebra 
One year of plane geometry 
Two years of one foreign language 

together with two of the three following requirements: 
1. Graduation from a high or preparatory school 
2. Passing the Psychological Examination published by the 

American Council on Education 
3. A recommendation for work at St. John's College from the 

principal or a teacher in the high or preparatory school last 
attended. 

Since the College is concerned to provide prospective students 
with some direct impression of its operations, an applicant is ex~ 
pected to appear for an interview with the Director of Admissions 
whenever the circumstances permit. ' 

Procedure 1. Request a blank of Application for Admission from 
the Director of Admissions. 

2. Fill out the Admission blank as completely as possible. 
3. Return the Application for Admission to the Director of 

Admissions. A non-refundable application fee of ten dollars should 
accompany the application. 

4. If you need or want to take the Psychological Examination 
forward to the Director of Admissions the name and address of ~ 
teacher or college graduate willing to accept the responsibility for 
administering the examination to you. The College pays such per­
sons the sum of five dollars which you pay to the College as exami~ 
nation fee. The College will then make necessary arrangements. 

5. As soon as the Director of Admissions has collected your 
schola~tic record_, re;::ommend;;i.tions, ~nd the result of the Psy­
chological Exammation, he will submit them to the Admissions 
Committee, and you will be notified promptly of their decision. 

6. Upon admission you are requested to remit the sum of $50 
as a non-refundable advance payment to be credited to the first 
year's tuition charges. 

7. If you are not able to pay the full College fees, ask the Di­
rector of Admissions to send you an application blank for Student 

55 



56 CATALOGUE OF ST. JOHN'S COLLEGE 

Financial Aid. Fill this out with special attention to your Tentative 
Budget, send it to the Director of Admissions, and as soon as your 
admission application has been acted on, you will receive advice as 
to what aid can be extended to you. See section on Financial Aid, 
p. 60. 

Requests for further information may be directed to the Director 
of Admissions. 

Married applicants should apply for residence in the housing 
units mentioned on p. 53, through the office of the Director of 
Admis~ions, in order to assure priority with regard to future 
vacancies. 

Transfer Students Students who wish to transfer to the St. John's 
program must register as freshmen for the 

four-year course; no advanced standing in the program is granted 
for other college credits. 

Veterans' Educational St.John's College is approved and accredited 
Benefits by the Maryland State Board of Education 

and the Veterans Administration for the 
training of Veterans of World War II who are eligible to receive 
educational benefits under Public Law 346 (the Servicemen's Re­
adjustment Act of 1944, or the "G.I. Bill") and Public Law 16 
(the Vocational Rehabilitation Act). Under Public Law 346, the 
Veterans Administration pays to the College $500 each academic 
session toward the tuition fee of the veteran student; and to the 
veteran, $7 5 per month subsistence in the case of an unmarried 
veteran, $105 per month to those with one dependent, and $120 
to those with more than one dependent. Under Public Law 16, 
veterans who qualify by reason of disability incurred in service are 
provided tuition fees and supplies with a minimum subsistence of 
$105 per month, hospitalization, and additional allowances for 
dependents. 

Veterans who contemplate registering at St. John's College are 
urged to file their applications under Public Law 346 accompanied 
by certified copies of service record and discharge with their local 
Veterans Administration Regional Office before coming to College, 
so that their programs may be approved and benefits begin as of the 
day they register at the College. The Regional Office will issue a 
Certificate of Eligibility and Entitlement which the veteran will 
sign and turn over to the Treasurer for certification of his admission 
and enrollment. 

Recent Veterar.s Administ:-ation rulings have set July 25, 1951, 
as the deadline for entering new courses under the provisions of the 
G.I. Bill. After that date no veteran may enter a new course, 
although he may continue one already begun. 
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. Veterans desiring benefits under Public Law 16 
d1re~tly to the Veterans Administration and b must apply 
- d f 'd . ' ecause of the t . 1equ!re or cons1 erat10n and approval should d ime 
possible. ' 0 so as early as 

7:he College will not register a veteran who doe 
C~rtifica~e of Eligibility and Entitlement, unless he is sp npot pdresent a 
his fees in advance. re are to pay 

FEES 

College Finance ?t. John's College operates on an annual b d 
. m excess of $400,000, making the actual u get 

educatmg a student approximately $2 700 e C<;ist of 
a c?lleg~ should establish fees for tuition a~i !e:fJ~n~h~~r:tAcally 
wh1~h will equal th~ cost of instruction as well as the other ad ?"~re 
trative and operatmg expenses. The limited enroll t mm1s­
J ohi;i's ~ollege a;id ~he risin!S c?sts of operation have p~~?ud:~ ~t. 
reahzat10n of this aim or prmciple. t e 

The College relie~ upon an appropriation from the St t 
Maryland and up?n gifts from individuals and foundations t; l of 
the gap betwe~n m~ome ai;id expense. The mounting infl.atio~~:e 
tren.d is ~atenally mcreasmg the expenses of the Colle e and y 
largmg this gap. In order that fees should cover a mor: e 't en­
share of the cost of education at St John's the Coll d q:id1 dable 
· t · · b $ · • ege ec1 e to mcrease mt10n y 200.00, commencing in the fall of 1952. 

Annual Fees The annual fees for all students are as follows: 

Tuition ................ $ 850. 00 
Room and Board . . . . . . . 650. 00 

Total $1,500.00 

The College reserves the right to adjust these fees at th b · · 
of any academic year upon at least six months notice. e egmnmg 

. These fee~ are pa)'."able in full on registration in Se tember 
if preferred, m three mstallements: one-half on registp t' or, 
fourth J 5 d h . . ra ion one-on anuary , an t e remammg fourth on April 6. ' 

O;i registering, the student must procure a Treasurer's Car 
showmg that fees have been paid or that suitable financi' I d 
ments ha b d · d a arrange-

. ve. ~en ma e, m .or er to be admitted to classes, dormi-
tones, the dmmg hall, the library, gymnasium or infirmary. 

In ~guring his budget for the academic year e- ~ i, -~ .. _, _ .• 

should mclude additional amounts for books clothe aut, ,"'.cuueuL 
laund y d th · 'd 1 • s, s aoonery r , an o er mc1 enta s. The cost of books will · i 
average about $7 5 per year. lil genera 
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Application Fee 
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Applications for admission must be accompanied 
by payment of $10, which is not refundable" 

Examination Fee A candidate for admission who finds it necessary 
to take the Psychological Examination in order 

to complete the requirements for admission will be charged a fee of 
$5, if this examination is given out?ide

0
the Coll"ege, p~yable to the 

College upon his request for exam1~ati~no !h1~ fee is charged to 
cover the expense of giving the exammat1on; it will not be refunded, 
nor will it be deducted from other fees" (See P 0 55°) 

Admission Fee Applicants when accepted, are required to make a 
non-refundable advance payment of $50, which 

will be credited in full to the tuition fee" This does not apply, 
however, to recipients of full scholarships" 

Payment of Bills !Jnle~s oth
0
erwise requested, the College presents 

its bills directly to the student, who assumed 
responsibility for their payment when due"" Exception is made in 
the case of minors, whose parents or guardians must assume such 
responsibility" 

Refunds on Fees Current tuition installments are not refundable, 
unless a student is drafted or called up in the 

reserves of the Armed Forces. If a student has paid any installment 
on his tuition fees beyond the dates on which installments are due 
(September registration, January 5, April 6), and withdraws from 
College for any cause whatever, such advance payment shall be 
refunded, regardless of the cause of withdrawaL 

This also applies to the fees for board and room" If, howe;rer, the 
student withdraws within the first two weeks of the academic y~ar, 
the unused portion of these fees is refun?e

0
d 0 (\'.eterans are subJeCt 

to the regulations of the Veterans Admimstrat10n°) 
The college is not in business and does not regard itself as 

selling instruction or food or lodging to students. Its fees can be?t 
be understood by the student if he regards them as r:iember~hip 
dues" These dues help the College to prov_ide, not on~y" mstruct10i;, 
food and lodging, but also proper medical supervision, athletic 
facilities and whatever other conditions it finds best adapted to 
forward 1the common learning enterprise" 

Caution Fee When registering, each student is required to make a 
deposit of $10, which is subject to charges f?r l~bo­

ratory breakage, damage to College propert):', or other obhgat10ns 
of a minor nature" It also includes a deposit for room key" ~he 
£,,11 "'ITI"""'- nf +h;s dPpn<>1t m'.lc:t be maintained at all times dunng 
~h~ ;e·~;i~~~ v A"-~~fu~d ~~h~~k f~r this deposit "will be sent to .the 
student upon request after the end of any sess10n, and after with­
drawal or graduation from College" 
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Deferred Payment of Fees There is available to those students 
veterans and non-v:eterans, and thei; 

parents who are unable to meet the ~.allege fees m oaccordance with 
the regul3:r schedul"e a deferred tu~t10n plan, which provides for 
payment m equal mstallments dunng the College year in"'Jmost 
instances, nine installments" This method of deferred tuiti;n 
payment is handled through "The Tuition Plan, Inc"," a corporation 
which offers this service to many schools and colleges throughout the 
country" The plan is put into effect by a contract signed by the 
parent or guardian of the student and by the College and handled 
entirely by "The Tuition Plan, Inc" The additional cost is four 
per cent of the amount financed" Inquiries should;ibe addressed to 
the TreasureL " 

Payment of Fees For the veterans who have qualified to 
by Veteran Students receive educational benefits under Public 

Law 346, the Veterans Administration pays 
to the College $500 for the academic session towards the tuition fee 
of $850" The balance of this fee, amounting to $350, and the 
residence fee of $650, or a total of $1,000, is the direct responsibility 
of the veteran and must be paid by him to the College" However, 
the College has arranged a schedule of monthly payments of this 
balance, whereby the veteran is enabled to use his monthly sub­
sistence payment from the Veterans Administration to meet in 
part his monthly payment to the College" In the case of an un­
married veteran who receives $7 5 per month subsistence, or approxi­
mately $650 for the academic session of 9 months, the monthly 
payments to the College will be in excess of his subsistence payments 
since his total balance due on fees to be paid to the College by him is 
$1,000 for the academic session" The veteran may elect to have the 
Veterans Administration pay part of the excess of tuition over $500 
by surrendering entitlement at the rate of one day for each $2"10 
of such excess costs" The veteran may also elect to have the Veter­
ans Administration pay for the required books and supplies for 
each year under the same plan" A form to take advantage of this 
plan is available at the Treasurer's Office upon registration. 

For the veteran qualified to receive educational benefits under 
Public Law 16, the Veterans Administration will pay to the College 
the tuition fee of the veteran student and charges for books and 
supplies" The veteran will be directly responsible for payment to 
the College of the fee for residence, which can also be paid in 
monthly installments timed to coincide with his monthly subsistence 
checks" 



FINANCIAL AID 

COLLEGE AID 

Students unable to pay the full cost of their education at St. 
John's may apply to the College for assistance. Because it is an 
essential purpose of the College that within the limits of the funds 
available no serious student should be kept from admission by in­
ability to pay the full amount of his fees, the College maintains a 
Student Aid Fund. 

There are two kinds of aid, one refundable, the other non­
refundable. If the need amounts to not more than $400, the student 
may receive employment from the College. What the student 
receives as salary is refunded to the College and is credited to his 
fees. 

However, if the need amounts to more than $400, the student 
may apply for additional help. If this additional help is granted by 
the College, it is considered an outright grant, equivalent to a 
reduction of the student's fees. 

Any cash aid given needy students is necessarily limited by the 
availability of College jobs. In granting aid, consideration is given 
only to the student's essential needs. 

It is hoped that in the years following his graduation the student 
will endeavor to refund that amount which he received during his 
education as a reduction in his fees. 

The College will reject all applications, whether for employment 
or for outright grants, unless it is clearly demonstrated that other 
sources are not available. The College has the grave responsibility 
of administering justly a common financial resource of the com­
munity of scholars which the applicant seeks to join. It therefore 
subjects each case to a thorough investigation and it cannot initiate 
this investigation until the student aid blank has been filled out 
clearly, accurately, and with sufficient detail to enable a judgment 
to be made. 

Entering students should apply for aid at the time the Ap­
plication for Admission is forwarded to the Director of Admissions. 
Continued aid presupposes the maintenance of good academic 
standing. 

SCHOLARSHIPS 

A part of the financial aid given to the students is provided by 
the following scholarships: 

The Philip A. Myers, II, Scholarship 

To be awarded annually, the income from $10,000, the gift of 
Philip A. Myers, II, Class of 1938. 
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The Clifton C. Roehle Scholarship 

To be awarded in tuitio_n, the income from $6,000, the bequest of 
Mrs. Anna M. D. Roehle, m memory of her son, Clifton C. Roehle. 

The Jeremiah Hughes Scholarship 

_To be awarded a!1nually to some deserving student, preferably a 
re~i?ent of Annapolis, the sum of $30 to be applied to the cost of 
tmt10n. · 

The Friedrich Jonathan von Schwerdtner Scholarship 

To be awarded in tuition, to some deserving student, the income 
from the bequest offered annually under the will of the late Friedrich 
Jonathan von Schwerdtner, in memory of his son, Friedrich. 

Maryland State Scholarships 

Residents of the several counties of Maryland and the six 
legisl';ltiv~ districts of Balti'.11ore are eligible to take the competitive 
exammat10ns for s_cholarships at St. John's College. Twenty-nine 
of these scholarships pay full fees, including tuition, board and 
room; twenty-nine pay tuition fees only. They are granted fo; four 
years_, or in t~e case of a student already at the College, for the 
remamder of his course to graduation. 

_In all counti~s _and legislative districts the competitive exami­
nat10ns are admmistered by the respective county or city school 
board, _under the auspices of the Maryland State Department of 
Educat10n, and reports are rendered to the respective Senators who 
make the formal appointments, except in the cases of the Third 
Legislative District of Baltimore City and Baltimore County where 
the reports are rendered to the College whose Committee on Ad­
missions makes the appointments. 

Scho_la~ship candidates are urged to determine their eligibility 
for adm1ss10n to the College before seeking Senatorial appointment. 

The procedure for application, examination, and appointment to 
State scholarships is as follows: 

1. Candidates, who must be residents of the county or district 
that has an open scholarship, should watch the newspapers 
for the announcement of the time and place of the exami­
nation and apply to the local school board for examination. 

2. Candidates should supply to their respective Senators evi­
dence of their good character and financial need. 

3. Appointees will be notified of their appointments by the 
Senator and by the College. 
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The Matthew Fontaine Maury Scholarship 
Awarded by the United Daughters of the Confederacy to a 

student of exceptional character and sch?la~ship 3:nd of e~t<:b­
lished Confederate lineage. This scholarship 1s applied to tmt10n 
and residence fees, in accordance with the needs of the student 
selected and is awarded at present for four years unless the a12-
pointee 'fails to maintain the required st;;tndard in his academic 
record. Applications should be addressed directly to Mrs. Robert J. 
Abbott, 2035 E. Lakeshore Drive, Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 

Scholarship of the Colonial Dames of America 
Applicants for this scholarship are expected to submit evidence 

that they are of colonial descent and that they themselves revere the 
ideals and standards of their forebears. Application should be ma?e 
to the Chairman of the Scholarship Committee of the Colomal 
Dames of America: Mrs. Byron Stookey, 421 E. 61st Street, ]\Tew 
York 21, N. Y. 

SCHOLARSHIPS AT OTHER INSTI'IUTIONS 
FOR ST. JOHN'S STUDENTS 

Scholarships in Engineering 
Three scholarships in engineering are offered at the Johns 

Hopkins University to Maryland graduates of St. John's College. 

APPENDIX A 

A SHORT EDUCATIONAL HISTORY OF 

ST. JOHN'S COLLEGE 

St. John's College is a small liberal arts college located at 
Annapolis, Maryland. Founded originally as King William's 
School in 1696, it lays claim to being the third oldest college in the 
United States. It is non-denominational and maintains no graduate 
or professional schools. Since 1951 it has been co-educational. 

1696 
King William's School, first public school on the American 

Continent, founded in accordance with the following Petitionary 
Act of the General Assembly of colonial Maryland: 

A Petitionary act for free-schools. Lib. LL. No. 2, fol. 115 
Dread Sovereign . . . . 

Being excited by his present Excellency, Francis Nicholson, 
Esq.; your Majesty's Governor of this your Province, his Zeal 
for your Majesty's Service, pious Endeavors and generous 
Offers for the Propagation of Christianity and good Learning, 
herein we become humble Suitors to your most sacred Majesty, 
to extend your Royal Grace and Favour to us your Majesty's 
Subjects of this Province, represented in this your Majesty's 
General Assembly thereof, THAT IT MAY BE ENACTED. 

IL AND MAY IT BE ENACTED, by the King's most 
excellent majesty, by and with the advice, prayer and consent of this 
present General Assembly, and the authority of the same, That for 
the propagation of the gospel, and the education of the youth of 
this province in good letters and manners, that a certain place 
or places, for a free-school, or place of study of Latin, Greek, 
writing, and the like, consisting on one master, one usher, and 
one writing-master, or scribe, to a school, and one hundred 
scholars, more or less, according to the ability of the said free­
school, may be made, erected, founded, propagated and es­
tablished under your royal patronage. And that the most 
reverend father in God, Thomas, by Divine Providence lord­
archbishop of Canterbury, primate and metropolitan of all 
England, may be chancellor of the said school; and that, to 
perpetuate the memory of your majesty, it may be called King 
William's School, and managed by certain trustees, nominated, 
and appointed by your sacred majesty. 

Laws of Maryland, Session of July 1-9, 1696. 
63 
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1776 
According to tradition King William's School was used as a 

gunshop during the Revolutionary War. 

1784 
St. John's College chartered by the General Assembly of the 

State of Maryland: 
WHEREAS Institutions for the liberal education of youth in 

the principles ~f virtue,. kno:vledge and us:fuI literature are of 
the hirrhest benefit to society, m order to tram up and perpetuate 
a suc;ession of able and honest men for discharging the various 
offices and duties of life, both civil and religious, with usefulness 
and reputation, and such institutions of learni.ng have ac­
cordingly been promoted and encouraged by the wisest and best 
regulated States: 

Be it enacted, by the General Assembly of Maryland, Tha~ a 
college or general seminary of learning, by the name of Samt 
John's, be established on t.he .said Wes.ter? Shore, upon the 
following fundamental and 111v10lable prm.c1ples, namely: first, 
said College shall be founded and mamtamed forever, up~n a 
most liberal plan, for the benefit of youth of every r~h.g10us 
denomination, who shall be freely admitted to equal pnvileges 
and advantages of education, and to all the literary honors of ~he 
college, according to their merit, withou~ requiring or enforcmg 
any religious or civil test, ?r without.their attendance upon any 
particular religious worship or service, other than what. they 
have been educated in, or have the consent and approbat10n of 
their parents or guardians to. at~end; ~or sh_all. preference be 
given in the choice of a pnnc1pal, v1ce-prmc1pal, or oth~r 
professor, master, or tutor,. in the ~aid college, on accou~t of his 
particular religi?us profess.1?~· havmg regard solely to his ~oral 
character and literary ab1ht1es, and other necessary qualifica­
tions to fill the place for which he shall be chosen .... 

The petition for this Charter was signed by William Paca* 
and others. 

The original Board of Visitors and Governors was as follows: 
William West, D.D. 
Thomas J. Claggett, D.D. 
Nicholas Carroll 
John H. Stone 
William Beanes 
Richard Ridgely 
Samuel Chase* 

John Thomas 
Thomas Stone* 
Alexander Hanson 
Thomas Jennings 
James Brice 
John Allen Thomas 
Gustavus R. Brown 
Edv.rard Gantt 

Clement Hill 
Richard Sprigg 
Charles Carroll 

of Carrollton* 
Jeremiah T. Chase 
Charles Wallace 
John Carroll, D.D. 

First Principal of St. John's College, Dr. John McDowell. 

* Signers of the Declaration of Independence. 
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1786 

The property, funds, masters, and students of King William's 
School conveyed by an Act of the General Assembly to St. John's 
College. 

Reverend Ralph Higginbotham, Master of King William's 
School, became Vice Principal of St. John's College. 

Two members of the Board of Visitors and Governors of King 
William's School became Visitors and Governors of St. John's 
College. 

1791 

George Washington visits St. John's College. 
To the Faculty of St. John's College: 

Gentlemen: 

1:'he satisfactio~ which I have derived from my visit to your infant semi­
nary 1s expressed with much pleasure, and my wishes for its progress to per­
fection are proffered with sincere regard. 

. The very promising appearance of its infancy must flatter all its friends 
(with :vhom I entreat you to class me), with the hope of an early and at the 
same time mature manhood. 

. You will do justice to the sentiments which your kind regard toward me 
mspires, by be~ieving that I reciprocate the good wishes contained in your 
address, and I smcerely hope the excellence of your seminary will be manifested 
m the morals and science of the youths who are favored with your care. 

ANNAPOLIS, April 17, 179L George Washington, 

1796 

Graduation of Francis Scott Key, District Attorney of the 
United States; author of The Star Spangled Banner, 

1799 
Graduation of George Washington Parke Custis, step-grand­

son of George Washington. Fairfax and Lawrence vVashington, 
nephews of George Washington, were also students at the College, 

1835 

Curriculum during the Principalship of the Reverend Hector 
Humphreys, 

First Year 
Greek 

Xenophon 
Herodotus 
Thucydides 
Lysias 
Demosthenes 
Isocrates 

Plato 
Latin 

Livy 
Horace 
Virgil 

Mathematics 
Algebra 
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Second Year 

Greek 
Homer 
Hesiod 
Tragedies 

Latin 
Juvenal 
Cicero 

Third Year 

Greek 
Minor Poets 

Latin 

Mathematics 
Plane Geometry 
Solid Geometry 
Logarithms 
Trigonometry 

Fourth Year 

Latin 
Horace 

Natural Philosophy 

Tacitus Logic 
Mathematics Astronomy 

Applications of Trigonometry Geology 
Conic Sections Civil Engineering 

Chemistry American History 
Natural Philosophy Political Economy 
Elements of Criticism Natural Theology 

English Composition and Declamation in all four years. 

Modern Languages by special arrangement in addition. 

1868 
Curriculum during Principalship of James C Welling. 

First Year 

Greek 
Homer 
Herodotus 

Latin 
Virgil 
Cicero 
Livy 
Horace 

Mathematics 
Algebra 
Geometry 

English 
19th Century Literature 

Second Year 

Greek 
Xenophon 
Plato 
Euripides 
Lucian 

Latin 
Horace 
Cicero 
Terence 

Mathematics 
Logarithms 
Trigonometry 
Solid Geometrv 

English 
Shakespeare 
18th Century Literature 
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Third Year 

Greek 
Plato 
Aeschylus 
Thucydides 
Sophocles 

Latin 
Cicero 
Juvenal 
Plautus 

English 
Shakespeare 
Spencer 
Taylor 
Hooker 
Milton 

Mathematics 
Theory of Equations 
Analytic Geometry 
Descriptive Geometry 
Use of Instruments 

Natural Philosophy 
Chemistry 
Historical Methods 

1886-1923 

Fourth Year 

Greek Lectures in Philosophy 
Plato 
Aristotle 
Aristophanes 
Demosthenes 

and Social Science on: 

Latin 
Tacitus 
Lucretius 
Persius 
Quintilian 

English 
Authors of 13th, 

14th and 15th 
Centuries 

Mathematics 
Analytic Geometry 
Calculus 
Mechanics 

Natural Philosophy 
Astronomy 
Logic 
Evidence of 

Christianity 

Plato 
Aristotle 
Augustine 
Thomas Aquinas 
Vi co 
Descartes 
Bacon 
Bossuet 
Pascal 
Paley 
Locke 
Spinoza 
Montesquieu 
Kant 
De Tocqueville 
Adam Smith 
Fichte 
Hegel 
Buckle 
Lecky 
Malthus 
Mill 
Butler 
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Presidency of Thomas FelL A curriculum of Block Electives and 
Military Training. 

L Classical Course leading to the RA. Degree. 
2. Latin Scientific Course leading to the RL Degree. 
3. Scientific Course leading to the BS Degree. 
4. Mechanical Engineering Course leading to the M.K Degree. 

1923-1937 

Period of Progressive Studies under the Open Elective System. 

1937 
Restoration of the traditional program of Classics and Liberal 

Arts unique in American colleges of today. 

1951 

Introduction of co-education. 



APPENDIX B 

THE ENABLING EXAMINATIONS AND THE DEGREE OF 
BACHELOR OF ARTS AT ST. JOHN'S COLLEGE 

The original title of Bachelor of Arts signified the first officially 
recognized stage of competence in the seven liberal arts and sciences: 
grammar, rhetoric, logic, arithmetic, geometry, music, a!1d. as­
tronomy. The St. John's degree of Bachelor of Arts s1gmfies 
competence in the modern equivalent of these arts and sciences as 
required through the satisfactory completion of the St. John's 
program. 

The College grants the B.A. degree rite, cum laude, and magna 
cum laude. 

At the end of his third year, each student has to take the En­
abling Examinations: three written examinations, one in language, 
one~lin mathematics, one bearing on the theoretical aspect of the 
lab~~atory; one examination in laboratory operations; and one or;;l 
examination on seminar reading. The first four of these exami­
nations are given immediately at the end of the junior year; the 
oral examination is given in the following September. 

The books of the first three years, on which the Enabling 
Examinations are to be focused, are the following: 

Iliad Hamlet 
Oresteia 
Republic 
Timaeus 
Oedipus 
Poetics 
Physics-Books II, III, IV 
Metaphysics-Book XII 
Euclid 
Apollonius 
Ptolemy 
Bible 
Augustine, Confessions 
Divine Comedy 
Don Quixote 

King Lear 
The Tempest 
Galileo 
Hobbes 
Harvey 
Descartes 
Newton 
Huygens 
Lavoisier 
Rousseau 
Kant 
Adam Smith 
Federalist Papers 

The examination in language consists in the writing of an essay 
on a theme chosen among six or seven given topics. The mathe­
matics examination covers the most important material of the 
mathematics tutorial in the first three years. In the operational 
laboratory examination, the student will be asked to make certain 
observations and measurement's with some of the instruments he 
has used· and in the theoretical laboratory examination he will 
answer q~estions on the theory and application of some of those 
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observations and measurements. The references for th" · 
t" h l b 1s exam1-na 10n are t e a oratory sheets and the student's written reports 

of the first three years, as well as the scientific books among th 
texts named above. e 

l_'he Ir;istruction Committee examines the student's record in­
cludmg .his performance on the Enabling Examinations. If' the 
student is ena_bled.' he becomes a candidate for the degree of Bache­
lor ~f Arts: It h: is not enabled, he .is required to leave the College. 
In exceptwnal cases the Instruct10n Committee may permit a 
student w~o has. not be.en enabled either to repeat his junior year 
or: to cont1r;iue his stu~1es at the College through the fourth year 
without bemg a candidate for the degree of Bachelor of Arts. 

~I\ student ~cceptec;! as a candidate for a degree must indicate a 
subJect f?r a ~h~~ertat10n, to ?e writtei: during his fourth year, and 
to be sat1sfacw11ly ?efended m a public oral examination. Usually 
the mon~h of Apnl is reserved for the writing of the thesis: during 
that penod, t~e student attends no classes. The student may 
request more time to prepare and submit his dissertation for the 
approval of the faculty. 

f T~e stud~nt will choose, and the faculty will accept a subject 
or d1:'sertat1~:m :elated to s01y,1e aspect of the four ye'ars' work, 

The drssertat10n is not to be a piece of specialized research. 

Befor:e bt;ing gran~ed a d:gree, each candidate must have passed 
an exammat10~ on his readmg knowledge in two of the three lan­
guages he studied during the four years. 
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1951-52 

SENIOR YEAR - CI.ASS OF 1952 

Thomas Mason Carnes. . ...... Glenwood, New York 
Larry Brownlow Childress. . . . . . . . .................. Annapolis 
Richard Tower Congdon. . . . . . . . Auburn, New York 
Paul George Cree, Jr.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Silver Spring 
Martin Appell Dyer. . . . . . . . . . . .......... Baltimore 
Laurence Stephen Elfenbein.... . .. jersey City, New Jersey 
John H. Franke, Jr.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... Riva 
Walter Lee Graham. . ....... Annapolis 
Carl Christian Gregersen, Jr.. . ..... Annapolis 
Pierre Grimes. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ......... Annapolis 
William Dunnington Grimes. . . . . . . . . . . . ......... Oakland 
Henry D. Jawish............ . .. Washington, D. C. 
Charles Sherman Kluth. . . . . . . . Mentor, Ohio 
Lancaster Benjamin Knott. . . . . . . . . . Arlington, Virginia 
David William Lane. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Arlin~ori, Virginia 
Edward Michael Lee. . ................................... Shadyside, Ohio 
Charles David Lewis, Jr. ............................... Leesburg, Virginia 
Joseph Manusov ............................... Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
George Bertram Miller, Jr............ . ... Watertown, New York 
David Emrys Napper ................................... Washington, D. C. 
Harry Morris Neumann ......................................... Baltimore 
Hisashi H. Ogushi. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............ Los Angeles, California 
John Dirk Oosterhout. . ............................. Port Arthur, Texas 
Adam August Pinsker. . ......................... New York, NewYork 
Paul Nevel Rickolt .................................. Muncy, Pennsylvania 
John Milton Twigg, Jr. ........................................ Middletown 
Charles Francis Wade ........................................... Annapolis 
Warren Paul Winiarski............................. . .. ,',.Annapolis 

JUNIOR YEAR • CLASS OF 1953 
Eugene Brady Adkins............................. . Tulsa, Oklahoma 
John Davis Alexander, Jr. ........................................ Baltimore 
John Jaquelin Ambler, Jr .............................. Alexandria, Virginia 
William Money Aston ..................................... Miami, Florida 
Franklin Robert Atwell .......................................... Baltimore 
Duncan Brockway ................................. Hebron, New Hampshire 
Cecil Eugene Dietrich ........................................... Annapolis 
George Kenneth Gerlach ........................................ Cambridge 
Stewart Harold Greenfield .............................. Brooklyn, New York 
Richard Lee Haberman ............................... New York, New York 
Richard Michael Hall .................................... Washington, D. C. 
Robert George Hazo ............................................ Annapolis 
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Paul Turner Heineman. 
George Dewey Hilding ...... . 
Charles Solomon Lerner ..... . 
Philip H. Lyman ............ . 
Raymond Leon McKane .. 
Howard Kane Magee ..... . 
Thomas Allen Montgomery .. 
Martin Moses ............. . 
Frank Felix Polk .............. . 
Robert Sigmund Seelig .............. . 
Jeremy Philip Tarcher ...... . 
Bernard Harry Ude!. 
Frank Warhurst, Jr .......... . 

... Annapolis 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wardour 

........... Baltimore 
... Blanding, Utah 

. . . . . . . . Hagerstown 

.. Arlington, Virginia 
. . . Norman, Oklahoma 

......... Los Angeles, California 
. ...... Harrison, New York 

.. Lawrence, New York 
........... Stamford, Connecticut 

... Baltimore 
.... Annapolis 

Frederick Starr Wildman, Jr. . . .......... . . Colebrook, Connecticut 
.......... Baltimore Addison Worthington .................... . 

SOPHOMORE YEAR - CLASS OF 1954 

George Graham Abernathy, Jr. ........................ Copenhagen, Denmark 
Edward Frank Bauer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nashville, Tennessee 
Howard Bromberg. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... Baltimore 
Richard Burnett Carter, Jr.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... Baltimore 
William Harry Crawford. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Havre de Grace 
Charles Eric Crooke. . . . . East Orange, New Jersey 
Harry West Danner, Jr.. . ............. Brunswick 
Sinclair Gannon Gearing. . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... Annapolis 
Gerald Gediman. . . . . . . .......... ·~. . . . . ....... Boston, Massachusetts 
Alfred Geier . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........ New York, New York 
Jerome Gilden . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .................... Baltimore 
Bernard Edmund Jacob ......................................... Baltimore 
Edward Jacobs. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...................... Baltimore 
David Lionel Kaplan. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... Los Angeles, California 
Joseph Martin Kavanaugh. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ....... Annapolis 
Harley Kilborn. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ................. Annapolis 
Samuel Saul Kutler. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Shenandoah, Pennsylvania 
John Lawrence Leeth. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Arlington, Virginia 
Robert Fulton Lohr, Jr........ . . . . . . . . ................ Salisbury 
Virgil Stephen Mainella ........................... Friday Harbor, Washington 
Arnold Leonard Markowitz ............................. Brooklyn, New York 
Jesse Elbert Morgan. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .............................. Cecilton 
Gaylord Duncan Newell... . Bolivar, New York 
vVilliam James O'Hara. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ......... Annapolis 
Max M. Pachino... . ...... Baltimore 
Daniel Wilkes Parnell. . .. Texarkana, Arkansas 

Ernest Piron . . ............ . 
William Dutton Pomeroy ... . 
Sydney Wynne Porter, Jr. ..... . 
Arthur Sanford Richards, Jc. 

..... New York, New York 
. .. Baltimore 

................ Baltimore 
...... Drexel Hill, Pennsylvania 
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Leonard Ripley . 
Robert D. Sacks .... . 
Jerry Salan ....... . 
Lawrence Sandek ..... . 
Walter Schatzberg .. 
Merle Shore ................ . 
Richard Arlen Smith ........... . 
George Athanasios Sperdakos .. . 
Samuel Vernon Stiles, Jr. ....... . 
Alfn!d R. Sugg, Jr ............. . 
Glenn Robertson Yarbrough .. . 
Gerald Lee Zentz .............. . 

· · · · · ·Paris, France 
· · .... Akron, Ohio 

. . Baltimore 
· · · ·······.New York, New York 

· · · · · · · · · · .. Baltimore 
· · · · · · · · · · · · · · ····· .. Annapolis 

· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·Chevy Chase 
. Port \!Vashington, L. I., New York 
· · · · · · · · . · .. Frankfort, Kentucky 
· · · · · · · · · · · · · · ... Ada, Oklahoma 

· · · · · · · · · · ····· ... Annapolis 
· · · · · · · · · ........ Baltimore 

FRESHMAN YEAR - CLASS OF 1955 

Lydia Sommavilla Aston. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... Annapolis 
James Theodore Bailey. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Frederick 
Carolyn Elizabeth Banks. . . . . . . . . . . . . ............... Reisterstown 
Ruth Story Barron. . . . . . . . . .................. Cumberstone 
Harold Gene Bauer............ . ........... Nashville, Tennessee 
Joseph Francis Belair. . . . . . . . . . . .... Rochester, New Hampshire 
George Gaitley Boyce. . . . . . . . . . . .................. Baltimore 
Barbara Ann Brunner. . . . ............. Hagerstown 
Elisabeth Morton Chiera...... . ..... Salisbury, Connecticut 
James Phillips Chrestensen. . . . . . . .... Franklinville, New York 
Sarah Catherine Covington. . . . . . . . ........ Centreville 
Sondra Jeanne Culbertson. . . . . . . . . . ........... Stockton California 
Barbara Jane Dale. . . . . . . . . . .................. .' .... Berlin 
Eva Jane Duvall ............................................... Annapolis 
Barbara Ann Dvorak ............................................ Baltimore 
George Eagler. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Baltimore 
Joan Lockwood Eisner ............................. Uxbridge, Massachusetts 
Hilyer Gearing ................................................. Annapolis 
Edward Lee Gel bl um. . ......................................... Baltimore 
Anita Jane Gerber .............................................. Baltimore 
Joan Ross Gilbert. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ......... New York, New York 
John Marshall Gordon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........ Frederick 
Edward Willis Gorrell .......................................... North East 
Isaias Jesus Gran des Del Mazo ................................. J unin, Peru 
Sue Griffith ..................................... Green Tree New Mexico 
Linda 1'.1· Grimes ........................................... '. ... Annapolis 
Rolf Enc Hansen .............................. Port \;Vashington New York 
Richard Dodd Haywood ......................... Worcester M;ssachusetts 
Priscilla Alden Husted. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. W~shington, D. C. 
Janet Gardner Jenkins. . . . . . ................. Bethesda 
John J oanou. . ....... . 
Hudson Monroe Keithley .............. . 
James August Kibler .................... . 

. Newark, New jersey 
. ..... Bel Air 
. . Greensboro 
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Mary Joyce Kittel .......................................... Brooklyn Park 
· Richard Montgomery Levering .................................... La Plata 
' Paul Albert Lowdenslager ........................................ Baltimore 

Peter Straith McGhee ................................. New York, Ne;v:.r York 
Hugh Deane McKay, Jr ............................... Nev.::York,.N'ew fork 
Emily Jean Martin .................................... Mountain, Lake.Park 
Philip Jerome Minos ....................................... : , . ·: , ' . ,Dep.ton 
Ann Dunsepaugh New ................................. Nacoo<:;\1~~,, G;eor.gia 
Robert Bordeaux Nicholson .............................. Ontarip, Calif,9rr1.~a 
Dorothy Olim ...................................... Elizabeth,.~e"". Jersey 
Dop.ald Astor Phillips ................................ , ... ; ..... r , .1;3,altimore 
Art)mr Charles Reisz ..... , ................................. , , , . ; . ~altimore 
Samuel Serge Rizzo ................. '. ............... Princeton, New Jersey 
Robert Garner Rockwell ......................................... Annapolis 
John Harding Schott ..................................... : . ......... Berlin 
Priscilla Shore .................................................. Annapolis 
James Warren Stone ..................................... :: .. Silv#' Spring 
James Taylor, Jr ......................................... '. .... ~· .. ,Baltimore 
Richard Walker Taylor .......................... Sharon Hill, Pennsylvartra 
Regina Mary Wesolowski ................................. '. .. : .' .. B~ltiinore 

SUMMARY OF ENROLLMENT 

Senior Year ............................................. ·; ....... '... 28 

Junior Year ........................................ ······:··,.;,.·.' r ·, .·27 

Sophomore. Year ........................................... • . ; , ·,, . •.' . • . 42 

Freshman Year ............................................ : . .' ...... , '53 
" -j. 

Total. .................................................. ,. . , ., .......... , J.50 

•:<: 

DEGREES CONFERRED JUNE 11, 1951 

BACHELOR OF ARTS 

AS OF THE CLASS OF 1943 
Rite 

Milton Perlman ........................... Memphis, Tennessee 
AS OF THE CLASS OF 1945 

Rite 
Laurence Leslie Levin ..................... New York, New York 

AS OF THE CLASS OF 1949 
Cum Laude 

Anton Gysberti Hardy, Jr ............... , .. Manchester, Vermont 
AS OF THE CLASS OF 1951 

Rite 
Richard John Batt, Jr. ................. New Orleans, Louisiana 
Humphrey Richard Bixby ........................... Annapolis 
Donald Acker Brown .......................... Landover Hills 
William Allen Brown ..................... Salt Lake City, Utah 
George Barton Case ............................... Cumberland 
John Joseph Coffey .................... Brookfield, Connecticut 
William Curwen Davis ................. Scranton, Pennsylvania 
Richard Tobi Edelman ..................... Brooklyn, New York 
James Hartwell Frame .............................. Annapolis 
Alfred Philip Franklin .................... New York, New York 
Thomas Jefferson Hamilton .................... Azusa, California 
Ernest Wolfram Hankamer ........... Greensburg, Pennsylvania 
Howard Vernon Herman ................................ Berlin 
Robert Sherman Hill ........................ Worthington, Ohio 
John Francis Horne, Jr .............................. Brookdale 
Louis Donald Koontz ........................... Colby, Kansas 
Jerome G. Lansner ....................... New York, New York 
John Kenneth Lucas ................................ Annapolis 
Stewart Barwick McRaney .................. Collins, Mississippi 
Harry Joseph Martin ...................... Rosedale, New York 
Robert Laverne Parslow ............................. Annapolis 
James Michael Reilly ................ West Chester, Pennsylvania 
Robert Norman Richman ...................... Columbus, Ohio 
Michael Lee Rourke .................. Beverly Hills, California 
Ronald Lee Simmons ........................... Havre de Grace 
Herman Small ............................ Brooklyn, New York 
Raymond Peter Starke ............................... Bethesda 
Stewart Alexander Washburn ......... Middleboro, Massachusetts 
Peter Anthony Whipple ............................ Catonsville 
Thomas Joseph Williams ................. Georgetown, Delaware 

Cum Laude 
George Charles Thrasher, Jr .................. Roanoke, Virginia 

77 



HONORS AND PRIZES AWARDED JUNE 11, 1951 

To the Senior who has the highest 
standing, a silver medal. Offered 
by the Board of Visitors and 
Governors ....................... George Charles Thrasher, Jr. 

To the student who during the 
current session has given most 
evidence of leadership in the 
service of the College com­
munity, a prize of $25.00 in 
books .................................. Robert George Hazo 

To the member of the Senior Class 
who has written the best final 
essay, a prize of $27.50. Offered 
under the will of the late Judge 
Walter I. Dawkins ................. Humphrey Richard Bixby 

To the member of the Junior or 
Senior Class who has prepared 
the most elegant solution of a 
mathematical problem, a prize 
of $25.00. Offered by Brig. Gen. 
A. W. W. Woodcock, A.U. S., 
Retired .................................. Hisashi H. Ogushi 

To the member of the Freshman 
or Sophomore Class who has 
prepared the most elegant solu­
tion of a mathematical problem, 
a prize of $25.00 ............ . 

To the member of the Freshman, 
Sophomore, or Junior Class who 
has written the best annual 
essay, the John Martin Green 
prize of $10.00 ........... . 

To the student who has written 
the best original sonnet, a prize 

... Charles Eric Crooke 

..... Harry Morris Neumann 

of $10.00 ...................................... Bert Morgan 
78 

INDEX 

Absence, excuses for . .................... 33 
Academic standing ................... 33, 68 
Activities .............................. .49 

Art .................................. 50 
Athletics ............................. 50 
Bible Classes .......................... 49 
Dance ............................... 50 
Dramatics ............................ 50 
Film ................................. 50 
Music ..................... 15, 30f, 34, 48 
Publications .......................... 49 
Sailing .............................. 50f 

Administration ........................... 6 
Admission .............................. 55 

Advanced standing .................... 56 
Application ..................... 55£, 59f 
Procedure ............................ 55f 
Requirements ......................... 55 

Adult education ......................... 51 
Aid, student ............................ 59f 
Applications-

~d~~~~~-· .· ................................................ ~4:. ~g 
Enabling_ Examinations ............... 32, 68f 
Eng!Ileeqng ............................. 35 
Engmeenng Scholarships at Johns Hopkins 62 
English ......................... 18ff, 21 34 

Ens~'::i.~~-"""""" """"""""""""" """""""·-~~fJ Entrance Examinations ............... 55, 58 
~~~~,;~ti~~~~- .................. 21, 32, 69 

~~bll~~ _.· _.· _.· _.· _.· _.· _.· _.· _.· ... _.· ... _.· _.· _.· _.· :: ...... _.· ... _.· :' : : ~~: ~1~ 
Psychological. ..................... 55, 58 
Reading Knowledge ................ 21 69 
State Scholarship .................... .'. 61 
Written ........................... 32, 68 

~xcuses, for absence . .................... 33 
XPenses .............................. 57 

Admission ............................ 55 
Grants .............................. 59ff 
Rooms ............................... 53 
Scholarships ......................... 59ff 
Student Aid .......................... 59f 

Architecture ............................ 35 
Articles, magazine, on St. John's .......... 70f 
Arts-

Fine ................... 15, 30f, 34, 48, 50 
Liberal. ....... _ ..................... 8ff 

Astronomy ......................... 21f, 34 
Athletics ............................... 50f 
Attendance, class ........................ 33 

Bible Classes ............................ 49 
Bibliography ........................... 70f 
Biology ......................... 25f, 34, 35 
Board of Visitors and Governors ........... 4f 
Boat Club .............................. 50 
Books, list of great ..................... 39ff 

By subject matter. . . . . . . ...... 42 
By years ............................. 42 

Business administration .................. 35 

Faculty-
Author-teachers ...................... !Off 

~::~~~~h.':::::::::::: .. ::::::::.:::: .'36f~ 
Fe!~rs. · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ...... 10, 18, 36ff 

~1i~t~:~.: .: ; ; _:;;;;;:; .: ; : _: .--.: _:.::.;;~~Ji 
College finance ........................ 57 
Deferred payment. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 59 

.~=7•··········· .. •·•·•·•· .......................... ,~ 
Fmanmal aid ........................... 60£ 
Foreign language-

Admission requirements ................ 55 
See Greek, French, German 

French ............................. 19f, 43 
Freshmen, list of. ....................... 75f 

Calendar, College ......................... 2f 
Campus ................................ 52 
Caution Fee ......................... 54, 58 
Charter of College .................. 8, 64, 71 

Of King William's School. .............. 63 
Chemistry .......................... 26f, 34 
Classics, new definition of .............. !Off 
Clubs, College ......................... .49f 
Co-education ..................... 36, 63, 67 
Collegian ............................... 49 
Concerts ........................ 27ff, 30, 48 
Credits-

For entrance to graduate schools ....... 34ff 
Semester-hour ......................... 34 
Transfer of ........................... 56 

Curriculum ............................ 14ff 
Elective system ............... 9, 33, 34, 36 
St. John's 1835 ....................... 65f 
St. John's 1868 ....................... 66f 
St. John's 1886-1923, Block elective ...... 67 
St. John's 1923, Open elective .......... 67 

&:~~~: """"""::"::::"::::::::::::: i9i,' ~g 
G.I. Bill of Rights ................ 56f, 58, 59 
Grades ............................. 31£ 33 
Graduate Schools, preparation for ........ B4ff 
Greek .............................. 19f, 43 

History-
In St. John's Program .... 15, 17, 34; 35, 42 
Of College ........................... 63ff 

Housing ............................ 53, 56 

~=r~~tfo~MV:t~~d~ ·i~· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 54 

St. John's Program ............. 15, 14ff 

Degree Requirements ................ 32, 68f 
Dining Hall ............................ 54 
Discipline ........................... 10, 33 
"Don Rags" ........................ 31f, 33 
Dormitories ............................ 53f 
Dramatics .............................. 50 

King William's School. ................... 63 

Laborat?ry ................. 13, 23ff, 44, 45ff 

¥~:~!'ii~;,;.~::"""""""""""""""""""""-.·.~~! 
79 



80 CATALOGUE OF ST. JOHN'S COLLEGE 

Language-
Admission Requirements. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 55 
Classics in Language and Literature. .42 
Clock-hours of classroom work in . ...... 43 
Reading knowledge in .............. 21, 69 
Reasons for instruction in . .......... 34, 35 
Tutorials. . ................... 18ff 

Law............. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35 
Lectures, formal. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27ff 

Sunday evening. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 51 
Liberal Arts and Sciences. . . Sff 
Library ................................ 39 
Library Science. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35 
List of Great Books. . . . . . . . . . . . ..... 39ff 
List of Laboratory Exercises. . . .... .45ff 
List of Lectures and Concerts. . . 281 
Literature.. . . . . . . . . .19£, 34, 35, 42 
Location of College. . . 53 

Marks....... . . 31£, 33 
Mathematics . . . . . .. 34, 35 

Admission requirements. . . . . . . . . . . . 55 
Clock-hours of classroom work in. . . . 44 
List of Mathematical Classics. . 42 
Reasons for instruction in. . . . . . . ... 2lff 
Tutorials. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... 18ff 

Medical Schools, preparation for. . . . ... 351 
Medicine. . . . . . ..... 35 
Music. . .. 15, 30f, 34, 48, 49 

Natural Science ...... 13, 2lff, 23ff, 34, 42, 44 

Occupancy of Dormitory Rooms . .. 
Officers of Administration . . 

. . 53f 
. . . . . . 6 

Philosophy ...... . 
Physician, College ........... . 
Physics ....... . 
Political Science. 
Polity, Student. 
Preparation-

For admission 
For graduate schools .. 

President-
Emeritus . ... , .. 
Present . ........ , ..... . 

Probation .............. . 
Procedure for Admission. 

. 34, 35, 42 
. . . . . . . . 6, 54 
. . . . 25, 34, 35 

. 34, 35 
.. 51 

.. 55 
. 34!£ 

. . . . . . . 7 
. . 6, 7 

. ... 33 
. ... 551 
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.35 

. .21, 69 
. 731£ 
. .. 3 

. ..... 33 
. . 55£ 
. .33 

. .68£ 
. 53£ 
.34 

. .... 49 
.63, 64 

. . 55 
. ....... 33 

. .68£ 
.69 

Languages, for admission . .... . 
Languages, for degree. . , .... . 
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Residence. . . . .......... . 

Research.. . . . . ........ . 
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Caution fee .. ... . 
For new stud en ts . .......... . 
For old students. 
Furnishing. . . ........ . 
Occupancy . ........... . 

Schedules-

.55 
.21,69 
.... 55 
.... 53f 
... 36ff 
... 531 

.54, 58 
.53 
.53 
.53 
.53 

Payment of fees. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 57f 
Term . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 3, 31f 
Weekly. . .............. 32 
Years. . . . . . ........ 42, 43£ 

Scholarships. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60ff 
At other institutions. . . . . . . ... 62 
College. . . . . . . . ... 60f 
State.... . ... 61 

Science--
And the modern world . 
Classics in science . ... 
In St. John's Program 
Laboratory . . 

. .13 
...... 42 

13, 23ff 
.. .... 23ff 

Liberal. .................... . .13, 23£! 
.... 34 
. .. 15ff 

. .... 73 

Semester-Hour Credits Equivalent 
Seminars ...................... . 
Seniors, list of . ....... . 
Social Sciences . ...... . 
Sophomores, list of. .. 
Staff, administration. 

Faculty ... . 
Medical. ....... . 

Standing, academic .. 
Student Activities-

Art .......... . 
Athletics .... . 
Bible Classes . 
Dance ..... 
Dramatics . 
Film ...... . 
Music ..... . 
Publications . 
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Student Aid ........ . 
Students, register of . 
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. 56, 58, 59 Veterans' Educational Benefits 

Women .. ..... 36, 50, -53, 63, 67 

Yearbook ..... 49 
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GIFTS AND BEQUESTS 

St. John's College is a non-governmental, non-sectarian college 
deriving its income from student fees, from a limited appropriation 
by the Maryland General Assembly, and from the gifts of its friends 
and alumni. The type of education for which St. John's stands is 
exceedingly expensive and it is impossible to establish student fees 
commensurate with the overall cost. The gap between income and 
expenses exceeds $150,000, which the College hopes some day to 
provide for through a substantial permanent endowment. 

All planning for the future has been based upon the conviction 
that the College enrollment should not exceed 300 students. To 
provide an adequate physical plant for this student body, there 
will be required certain new buildings and certain renovations to 
existing structures. 

The College invites gifts and bequests to its current budget, its 
building program, and its permanent endowment funds. Inquiries 
may be addressed to the President or the Treasurer. Bequests may 
be made in a form similar to the following: 

"I hereby give and bequeath to the Visitors and Gov-" 
ernors of St. John's College in the State of Maryland, an 
educational corporation existing by Charter of the General 
Assembly of the State of Maryland and situated in 
Annapolis, Anne Arundel County, in said State, the sum 
of dollars." 

If bequests are made for specific purposes, such can be fully stated. 
Attention is invited to the fact that Federal and State income tax 
deductions resulting from such gifts may mean a cost to the donor 
of only a fraction of the value of the gift to the College. 


