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"Drinking" from p. 8 

"stress ." One person said, "you're never done with your work here. 
You can always do more. The way to deal with it is to blow it off and 
run out and get drunk." In one way or another, nearly everyone polled 
concurred on this point. 

The second most common answer was "boredom." One person 
said, "there's nothing to do here in Annapolis. Boozing it up is the best 
solution." Most people, while not necessarily choosing to partake of 
drinking for that reason, recognized it as a trend. A number of people 
suggested that maybe boredom isn't the healthiest reason to drink, and 
thought that maybe people could find something better to do with their 
time. "Yes," said another student. "And when they find that thing, I 
guarantee that they'll enjoy it more with a few drinks." 

"Sweet liquor eases the pain" 
These five words were the most commonly spoken of all 

comments on our collective drinking life, sometimes in jest and 
sometimes not. "There is a certain psychological vacation available 
for the price of a case of beer," and this fact more than anything 
created what is one of the few real disagreements between the 
drinkers and the non-drinkers. The drinkers felt that to relax, to 
socialize, to release tension by alcohol is a valuable asset; a way to 
get away from it all for awhile and have fun. The non-drinkers felt 
that alcohol was a potentially dangerous chemical which is best 
avoided for its ability "to remove the user from waking reality." 
Probably the best fusion of the two came from a freshman. "I like to 
drink. Sometimes I drink a little, and sometimes a drink a lot. It 
depends on my surroundings, but not my mood. When I drink, I make 
sure that I'm not doing it to escape." 
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