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Public Letter(s) Suites, cont'd.
Response to Reply from Polity

Dear Foreword,
I’ll admit that when Polity’s pizza scandal first 

hit the papers here on campus, I felt only nomi
nally disgusted, reflexively seeing it as another 
manifestation of the typical college student’s dis
position to acquire pizza at any cost, ethical con
siderations be hanged, and then, preferably, deeply 
buried. It was not until Mr. Fredrickson’s copi
ously inelegant defense of the situation appeared 
in the February^ 14 Foreword that I became fright
ened, experiencing the sinking feeling that our Pol
ity was being run not by public citizens but by 
idiots (in the Greek sense, of course). While his 
letter copiously reveals that Mr. Fredrickson can, 
indeed, use a thesaurus, it contains little else to 
recommend him as a member, let alone leader, of 
student government. His attempt to impart dignity 
to his stance is marred by the slightly hysterical 
note that his faux-academic phrasing manages, in 
its best moments, to hit. Maybe he should eat 
more pizza (“It is my hope that...the presence of 
warm food will allow the Council...to give each 
issue its due consideration when it arises.” I have 
omitted the phrase “and more importantly its guests” 
from this quotation, just because it hits so perfectly 
that hysterical note I’m talking about.)

The fact that anyone may attend the meetings 
to eat pizza means barely more than nothing. A 
father that wastes his child’s inheritance, even on 
the child, does him an obvious disservice. I might 
also suggest to Mr. Fredrickson (and it looks like 
I’m going to) that, while there might be no place 
for Polity to meet in the cafeteria itself, the meal 
trays are highly portable.

Maybe he should read his Plato more care
fully. On the other hand, Socrates never passed up 
a free meal.

—Ryan Underwood

splits, would not have occurred with maple be
cause it has a much lower shrinkage rate than oak. 
Maple could have been matched with less expen
sive wood, such as birch, for drawer fronts, trim 
and the beds. I might add that birch, also, is very 
stable relative to oak. These reasons alone would 
have ruled out oak for me. Oh yes, to answer 
anyone who believes that color coordination was a 
prime factor in the decision to use oak, note that it 
is always possible to change the color of a piece of 
wood. In this case a darker amber lacquer would 
be just the thing.

The real question now is, “Can we live with 
this furniture?” Naturally, the answer is a bold 
yes. We can probably live without furniture if we 
really put ourselves to the test. And what are we 
complaining about? We are some of the fattest 
and most pampered folk that have ever gathered at 
this college. Still, we hope that in the future we 
will consider the practical wood choice and temper 
the natural tendency to make an “aesthetic” deci
sion.

To finish, I was quoted as having said that the 
“honeycombing” (i.e. the series'of cracks that can 
be found running parallel to the grain of the wood) 
was due its having been improperly kiln-dried and 
not acclimated to our location. I meant to say that 
these were at least two of many possible causes. 
One other reason might have been that, with the 
heating systems in the dorms being essentially un
controllable, the temperatures reaching up to 90 
degrees, the furniture can’t take the stress. Oh 
well, better luck next time!

—David Duncan
& Robert Howell

This weekend, in a unanimous vote, Polity de
cided to cancel the pizza.

Polity has also provided much of the funding 
for the Foreword, and has generously granted 
enough money that we can print on partially re
cycled paper. Beginning with this issue, we will be 
printing on paper which is 35% post-consumer and 
100% “recycled”.
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Are the Grass Roots Green Radicals? 
Interview with Cris Moore

Cristopher Moore, a member of the Green 
party, is running for Santa Fe City Council in Dis
trict 2 (which includes St. John’s); the election is 
March 1st. He is 25 years old, works at the Santa 
Ft Institute, and has lived in Santa Fe since getting 
his PhD three years ago. We thought people would 
be interested in what a Green candidate had to say.

Q; What are the Green Party’s goals?
A: We’re both a community organization and a 

political party. So we work both by running people 
for office and by organizing different projects in the 
community. What we do stems from some basic 
values, which include grassroots democracy, eco
logical wisdom, social justice, nonviolence, commu
nity-based economics, decentralism, feminism (al
though not every Green uses that word, it means 
different things to different people).

One of the things about the Greens that 1 think 
we share with most people in this country is that we 
have a healthy distrust of both powerful corpora
tions and powerful governments, and of hierarchies 
in general in which most people are not given much 
of a say. There’s a consensus growing that—rather 
than the standard one-dimensional spectrum of left 
and right, liberal and conservative—there’s another 
direction that you might call the community as op
posed to government or business, people trying to 
solve the problems they can on a local level. So I 
think the Greens are part of that movement towards 
community.

We do believe that there needs to be a third 
political party in this country. The two parties are 
becoming increasingly hard to tell apart from each 
other; although there are many principled individu
als involved in these parties, as organizations they 
don’t really have a coherent philosophy. And be
cause of that, you don’t really know what you’re 
voting for when you vote for them. So we’re trying 
to bring that kind of clear platform to American 
politics. We want people to know when they vote 
for a Green that they’re voting for something they 
can really believe in.

Q; Could you say something about the long
term goals of the Green Party?

A: Well, those vary for different Greens; to 
some extent, I can only speak as an individual. What 
1 would like to see is a society that works much 
more by participatory institutions, that let average 
people have a say over decisions that influence their 
lives. Right now, our governmental and economic 
institutions set up structures with a handful of deci
sion-makers, and the rest of us outside the decision
making process.

Q; You say the Greens are both a community 
organization and a political party. How do you see 
those two as working together? When somebody 
gets involved in the Greens as a community organi
zation, what does it mean for them getting involved 
in the political activities? Or is it possible to separate 
the political activities from the community ones?

A: Well, they’re intertwined. Certainly anyone 
can join the Greens and have the freedom to work, 
or not work, on whatever projects they enjoy. One 
of the community projects I’m working on right now 
is a barter currency called Santa Fe Hours, and the 
idea is that we can strengthen our community by 
trading skills with each other. [I don’t know what 
“barter currency” means, but Santa Fe Hours is a 
system of certificates for hours of work; you use 
them to trade equal amounts of working time with 
someone else. It differs from ordinary money be
cause normally people are paid at different rates per 
hour.—RR] To some extent, it creates an economy 
independent of the standard economy, where you 
spend Qight hours of your day doing things that other 
people tell you to do. So that’s a community project, 
and it’s not necessarily tied to our political activities. 
At the same time, a number of people who got in
volved in the Greens through the Hours have now 
ended up volunteering for my campaign, and the 
people who got in touch with our campaign, we’re 
letting them know about the Hours. So hopefully, 
those things work with each>qther. But see, it’s 
nice, because the Democratic and Republican parties 
really just run people for office. \You don’t See the

x
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Democratic or Republican party organizing demon
strations, or organizing community projects around 
important issues.

Q. Unless there’s a political machine or some
thing.

A: Right. And so from the point of view of the 
Greens, if you want to be a real political party that 
actually serves the community, you have to do orga
nizing outside the electoral process.

Q: What do you think about the Greens being a 
third party? Third parties seem not to have had that 
good a record in this country’.

A: There is really some very interesting history 
in that. In the 1890’s some farmers started a People’s 
Party that actually took several state legislatures. 
And in the 30’s the Socialist Party, too, weis forcing 
the Democratic Party to adopt one of its ideas. For 
instance. Social Security began as a plank in the 
Socialist party platform. So one of the effects a 
third party can have, even if it doesn’t succeed in 
and of itself, is to force the major parties to adopt 
one of its proposals in order to avoid losing votes to 
it. There are already 60 Greens which have been 
elected at city and county level, and in Alaska, in 
‘92, we came within 50 votes of electing someone 
to the state legislature.

The existing parties are awfully old, and you 
also have to remember that the Republican party 
started out as a “third party”. So there have occa
sionally been major realignments in American his
tory where one of the two major parties was sup
planted by a third one. Also, at the local level, people 
feel much more comfortable voting across party lines 
than at the national level.

Q: Are you the first Green candidate in Santa 
Fe?

A: In Santa Fe County. In ‘92, two Green 
candidates ran in Taos, and both got over 40%, run
ning against Democratic incumbents. There was no 
Republican candidate. That’s an example of how, in 
the northern part of the state, we might actually be 
the second party as opposed to the third. And we’re 
considering mnning candidates this fall.

Q: What role does the idea of local tradition 
play in a Green vision?

A: Well, there are negative aspjects to it. The 
Greens are very strongly in favor of gay rights and 
lesbian rights, and we’re also pro-choice—and that

constitutes a tradition. At the same time, I think the 
tradition Santa Fe has is Santa Fe’s strength. A 
genuine land-based culture, in a lot of ways, sup
ports the ecological element in nature. On the other 
hand, the family here is a really powerful informa
tion network that gets things out. A lot of the families 
in town have spread the word to their friends and 
neighbors about who I am and what I stand for. 
That’s what I have and some of my opponents don’t. 
It’s not necessarily a force for progress or a force 
for good, but what it does do is it calls a community 
together, so that people talk to each other. Whereas 
in some of the suburbs, people are very individual, 
and don’t talk to each other that much.

Q: Could you say how much money your cam
paign has raised, and what contributions you’ve ac
cepted?

A: So far we’ve raised and spent about $4CXX). 
My two main opponents are both outspending us by 
more than 2-1. The average size of the contribution 
has been around $20-$30, mostly in the form of a 
large number of small contributions, with a few 
people who’ve contributed $100 or $200.

Q: You were saying that a Green party would 
want to reduce the power of big business or central
ized government. And I guess you wanted to instead 
increase the power of local government, and have 
that take more decisions.

A: Well also, we’ve been strongly supporting 
locally owned small businesses against companies 
like Walmart and Sam’s Club that are bringing 
nothing in and paying lower wages and competing 
with them.

Q: But in general, why are smaller governments 
considered to be more efficient, or more just than 
larger governments?

A: Well, they’re obviously not necessarily. But 
at their best, a local government can be much more 
accessible to average people than at the larger level. 
For instance, as a city councillor, I intend to hold 
monthly meetings with the people in my district in 
four different locations, one each week. And that’ll 
allow me to really spend a lot of time with my con
stituency, to really be in touch with what they want. 
But even I will be representing 10,000 people. Once 
you get up to the state or federal level it becomes

continued, p. 6
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More Moore
much more difficult to have a genuinely community- 
based politics. I think we’d just like to see structures 
that are more accessible to people, as opposed to 
being distant. Another example is the Ski Basin 
issue, where the federal government is holding that 
National Forest land in trust for us. But being located 
in Washington, D.C., it becomes a rather distant bu
reaucracy, which isn’t always respectful of the con
cerns we might have.

Q: Do you speak Spanish well?
A: No, I don’t I intend to learn.
Q: Are there any universal ideas that are sup

posed to have more authority than local decisions?
A: Well, certainly, the Greens would never 

support a local majority oppressing a local minority. 
So certainly there are basic human rights that have 
to be assured. Also, if you’re trying to make deci
sions about water, then you need to get the different 
communities in the watershed together to make a 
decision. And if you’re going to make a decision 
about the global atmosphere, then, although it’s not 
easy to do, you need to try to make a decision glo
bally. So when we say “local”, it might be better to 
say “as local as possible” or “as local as the problem 
is”. Again, it’s not a dogma that local’s better, that 
small’s better, it’s just that we want things to be as 
participatory, as democratic, as accessible as possible. 
For instance, I don’t think there’s any reason for the 
federal government to tell us what to teach in our 
schools. On the other hand, if you’re trying to make 
decisions about economic development, then really 
you need to look at the region you’re in, and then 
you’re interacting with other regions as well, and 
that’s something that’s not as easy to do locally.

Q; What function would the national govern
ment be intended to eventually have?

A: I’m sure that you would get different an
swers from different Greens about that. To me, the 
role of a national government would be what the 
Canadian government does: it equalizes funds, so 
that all the different states have equal quality of 
education and health care and so on. That’s the 
other problem with being too local—if you have a 
wealthy area and a much poorer area, and you say, 
“Oh, we’ll just go and make everything local,” then

the poorer area will really be hurting. Also, the 
national government could resolve disputes between 
states.

Q: For the most part, the issues you’ve been 
personally involved in seem to be more issues of 
economic equality than of ecology. Could you say 
something about that?

A: The two issues that I’ve been known for in 
this election are the Property Tax issue, which is 
economics, and Atalaya, which is certainly an eco
logical issue. It’s also a cultural issue, it’s an issue 
of democracy—because people grew up here think
ing of the Atalaya land as public, essentially, and 
it’s been privately owned for twenty years, and now, 
although people never really expected it, it’s getting 
fenced off. And so, in a lot of ways it stands for the 
transformation of public land into private land, and 
that’s going on all over Santa Fe. So there’s a real 
issue there.

Q: A lot more of the issues that you’d men
tioned so far seem to be purely economic than purely 
ecological.

A: Well, the connections are often there. When 
you have a city which is really badly in need of 
economic development, and if you were to get that 
city, or that neighborhood, to accept an environmen
tally harmfully industry...! think the two are definitely 
related to each other.

Q; Is the idea of a balanced budget that central 
in Green thinking? I notice you suggest the city 
paying for this and buying that, but I didn’t see how 
the money is supposed to be raised.

A: Well, the Greens tend not to give a balanced 
budget amendment that high a priority. But when I 
propose things like acquiring properties for the com
munity land trust, or expanding the bus system, I 
have a specific way that those things can be paid 
for. For instance, with a transfer tax on high-end 
real estate, you could bring a lot of money for af
fordable housing. And with the bus system, I think 
people have already voted an increased tax for that.

Q; I notice on your flyer it says “Cris will also 
work with SFCC, UNM Santa Fe, and our other 
colleges so that people can earn more advanced de
grees here, and qualify for highly-trained jobs”. How 
would you hope to apply that idea to St. John’s 
College?

A: Well, one of the nice things about St. John’s
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is that a St. John’s education doesn’t really aim at a 
job. But there’s a lot of people, both students and 
tutors, at St. John’s who would be very good with 
the apprenticeship program that I mentioned, help
ing local community members through the kind of 
appreciation of critical thinking and classic litera
ture that St. John’s offers. And again, to really give 
young people that kind of self-esteem and interac
tion that it’s getting harder and harder for the public 
schools to provide. To me it’s a matter of sharing 
those resources.

Q; Is it also a fairly Green idea to concentrate 
on locally produceable technologies? For example, 
not every state is going to have a chip fabrication 
plant.

A: Well, in my personal vision of a Green soci
ety, there would be trade, and there would be distri
bution of goods. I see no reason why New Mexico 
wouldn’t export solar-generated electricity, for in
stance. And there are goods and services that I 
would really like to have, that if you can’t produce 
them locally, I would be happy to trade with people 
from another area for them. But I don’t want to see 
all the farmland disappear as it did in the L.A. area— 
L.A. went from being one of the most agriculturally 
productive places in the world to a place that imports 
all its food. That’s a big mistake. So again, it’s 
emphasizing the local, but not dogmatically so.

Q: You said one of the basic Green values is 
“ecological wisdom”. The word “wisdom” there 
suggests something more than just what everyone 
understands. Could you say more about what you 
think “ecological wisdom” means?

A: Well, I think that means using ecological 
values at all levels of your decision-making, and 
recognizingthateconomicdevelopmentthatdegrades 
the environment isn’t genuine economic develop
ment. I don’t know what other examples to use, 
really. But a lot of people look at the fact that a 
healthy ecosystem is ecologically diverse, and the 
parallel between that and a society being diverse. 
So I think a lot of people take ecology as an inspira
tion for recognizing that the things in our society are 
interconnected...

Q; I’m just trying to figure out, if you have 
“ecological wisdom” as part of your platform, what 
does that wisdom mean as a long-term goal?

A; I’m not sure how to answer that. It’s diffi

cult to say anything that doesn’t sound like a real 
cliche.

Q: I won’t call it “growth” or “development”, 
but what do you think about urbanization in Santa 
Fe, in general?

A: Well, to me the property tax issue is an 
example of how, when people move into Santa Fe, 
especially people with money, that makes it hard for 
the people who are already here to stay. I think the 
best thing to do about that is not to try to legislate 
away the fact, but instead to try to break the connec
tion between people moving in and people having 
trouble staying. There’s a solution called a commu
nity housing trust: having the city acquire properties 
throughout Santa Fe, place those properties in trust, 
and then have them passed from family to family, 
having them always sold to another low- or middle- 
income family at a reasonable price, so that they 
don’t skyrocket upwards. That’s a different approach 
to affordable housing than building large new 
projects. Things like the properly tax reform could 
do that, too.

But of course, in general, it’s a very deep prob
lem in our society. There are a lot of people in town 
who can’t afford $7 for a hamburger, and if the 
restaurants are going to to charge what the market 
will bear, they’ll charge that price. Same thing with 
rentals. I mean, once there are people in town willing 
to pay six, seven hundred dollars for a one-bedroom 
apartment that in another city would go for $400, 
and if landlords charge what the market will bear, it 
becomes difficult to afford to live here. As it currently 
stands, one person through no fault of their own, by 
having money to spend, really does make it hard for 
other people to live in Santa Fe.

Q: Do you think the grassroots are Green radi
cals?

A: In general, right now, there’s a lot of people 
in a lot of different positions on the political spec
trum, who are wanting to have more of a say over 
what happens to their neighborhood. And although 
a lot of those people might disagree with the Greens 
on a lot of other issues, 1 think the fact that we 
genuinely want them to be able to have that right— 
it’s a very popular sentiment that the Greens are 
listening to.

—Randall Rose
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A Letter from Guatemala
/ have taken a year off between 

sophomore and junior years at St. 
John’s to travel to Guatemala and 
experience a radically different cul
ture. I have ended up working with 
groups of returning refugees, an ex
perience which is changing my per
spective of the world.

The following article is my at
tempt to relate the history of the 
people I work with. I hope you print 
it in the ‘Moon’, though it may be a 
little long. Feel free to edit.

Those who are interested in 
more information regarding this 
process can contact: NCOORD, 
Suite 1400, 59 E. Van Buren St, 
Chicago IL 60605. Those who want 
to communicate with me can write 
to: Sarah Massell, 24 Avenida 6-40 
Zona Z, Guatemala City, Guatemala. 

Thanx & take care!
Until September,
Aysha Massell

Sitting under a makeshift shel
ter in the lowland jungle of Northern 
Guatemala, I hear all the normal 
sounds of this community of re
turned refugees—radios blare, cocks 
crow, people talk and laugh, and the

Our contribution to the 
Nietzsche Quotes

“The report has been put 
about that I was in a madhouse 
(and indeed that I died there). 
Nothing is further from the 
truth.”

—Nietzsche, from a let
ter of 1888 (the last year he 
was sane)

molino [mill] chugs as it grinds com 
for tortilla. Smoke pours out of the 
kitchens and is blown away by a 
fresh breeze so welcome in this hu
mid climate. Clothes washed in the 
river and hung up to dry are con
trasted against a background of tin 
roofs and garbage-bag-plastic walls.

Under the surface of this 
peaceful scene lives a struggle that 
was bora in the violence of the early 
1980’s, a time in which the Guate
malan military massacred entire vil
lages in the hope of eradicating any 
support base for guerillas. Many 
survivors fled to Mexico, and for 
twelve years have been organizing 
themselves to return to their land and 
sow their crops in peace. On Octo
ber 8, 1992, the Guatemalan gov
ernment and the representatives of 
the refugees in Mexico reached an 
agreement guaranteeing the rights of 
the refugees to return in an orga
nized and dignified fashion.

1 participated 
in the second “re
turn” of refugees, 
which took place 
December 8, 1993.
1300 men, women, 
and children
crossed the border 
in a caravan of 40 
buses, chanting 
“Return is struggle, 
not resignation” and 
“Beautiful land of 
Guatemala, we will 
make you bloom”.
Their vision was, 
and still is, set on

returning to Pueblo Nuevo, one of 
the five agricultural cooperatives 
from which they fled many years 
before. After destroying the coop
eratives and brutally murdering 
many of the inhabitants, the army 
set up bases in many of the town 
centers, from which they have been 
fighting guerrillas and their supposed 
supporters ever since. At the time 
of the return, the army still had not 
left Pueblo Nuevo. Rather than wait 
in Mexico, the refugees decided to 
settle in Veracruz, a crossroads 12 
km from Pueblo Nuevo, as a sign of 
their determination and protest.

A few days after our arrival in 
Veracruz, the returned refugees 
staged a peaceful protest inside the 
military base of Pueblo Nuevo. I 
participated, and was amazed at the 
significance of this act. How many 
times has a civil population been 
able to enter a Guatemalan military 
base, declare their rights, and leave

People to bitch at if you don’t like what’s 
going on here:

Randall Rose 
(editor)
Alexa Van Dalsem 
(layout & delivery)
Aaron Fredrickson 
(filler-inner)
Chris Allison, Tom Jacobson 
(clarity & grammar)
Cass Carrigan, Hope Del Carlo, Kathryn Hoar 
(taste & judgment)

There will be a meeting in ESL-115 on 
Wednesday at 2:45 PM; any new people who 
want to contribute should come.
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without bloodshed? My guess 
is never. On January 25, 1994, 
the troops of Pueblo Nuevo left 
the town center, promising that 
this was the “first step in a 
gradual process” in which they 
would leave the land of the 
cooperative altogether. True 
to their word, some troops 
moved their camp a few kilo
meters down the road, still oc
cupying the private property of 
the cooperative and using the 
resources of the land. Other 
troops left that same day by 
w'ay of Veracruz. As the 300 
soldiers marched past us in 
double file, their faces painted 
and expressionless, an eerie 
silence descended upon the 
camp. No doubt the people 
were remembering the last 
time the army visited their 
communities.

Over the two months of 
our stay in Veracruz, this 
desolate crossroads has be
come our home. We live in 
crowded and bare conditions, 
which are breeding grounds for 
various contagious diseases, 
such as pink-eye, and diarrhea. 
The government-supplied food 
lacks any fruit, vegetables, or 
milk, and some families eat 
only two meals a day for lack 
of sufficient rations. Fortu
nately there is a health clinic 
with a doctor and medicine, 
and we have access to chlori
nated water. Many times in 
the night, we hear bombs and 
gunfire, which might only be 
forms of intimidation. Once, 
a plane dropped leaflets di

rected towards the UNRG 
(guerillas) near the commu
nity. There have been outright 
lies in the press, declaring that 
the refugees are recruiting for 
the guerillas and that the in
ternational accompaniers use 
drugs. All of these examples 
are attempts to intimidate and 
misinform, and are quite 
reminiscent of the accusations 
used to justify the violence of 
the 1980’s. Despite all of this, 
the people are happy to be in 
their country and on the road 
towards rebuilding their coop
eratives. The general atmo
sphere is one of unity and de
termination to reach their goal.

The refugees have un
dertaken a difficult fight, one 
that will last many years, but 
they are strong. Through their 
struggle and pain in the years 
of refuge, they have learned 
to overcome cultural and lin
gual barriers which previously 
divided them and continue to 
separate the people of Guate
mala. They have learned to 
read and write, and to orga
nize themselves. In the 
reoccupation of their land, 
they are peacefully removing 
the military from the Ixcan 
Grande, something which 12 
years of civil war has been 
unable to do. I believe that a 
hope for peace in Guatemala 
lives in the hearts of these re
turned refugees, for their col
lective vision is one of a bet
ter future for all.

\—Aysha Massed

Community Seminars
Another way to discuss books that are 

off the program is to go to the community 
seminars. Community seminars are intended 
for townies who pay for them, and they’re 
usually scheduled just after the due date for 
some major student essay. (This semester, 
they’re on Tuesday, April 5, at 4:30 PM, the 
day after enabling essays are due.) However, 
it is fairly common for students to partici
pate; of the student attendees I’ve talked to, 
some say they like it, while others will only 
say “I don’t want to insult the community”. 
If you’re interested in registering, check out 
the descriptions, in March’s Community 
Events calendar by the switchboard:
Mr. Carey: Shakespeare’s As You Like It. 
Mr. Cohn: Thomas Mann’s “A Man and His 
Dog”.
Ms. Delgado de Torres: Tolstoy’s The 
Kreutzer Sonata.
Mr. Darkey: E. M. Forster’s Howards End 
(“Probably Forster’s best novel and much 
more interesting than the movie.”)
Ms. Densmore: Isak Dinesen’s “The Diver”. 
Mr. Forkin: Rachel Ingall’s “Mrs. Caliban”. 
Mr. Kates: John Ashbery’s “Self-Portrait in 
a Convex Mirror”.
Ms. Knight: Roland Barthes’ Camera Lu- 
cida.
Mr. Scally: Montaigne’s “Education of Chil
dren” (“An examination of the proper aims 
of education from a man who may yet be re
channeled onto the Santa Fe school board.”) 
Mr. Slakey: Anthony Trollope’s The War
den.
Mr. Stickney: Dostoevsky's “A Gentle 
Creature”.
Mr. Taylor: Thoreau’s “Walking”.

—Randall Rose
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Preceptorial Survey

For Sophomores and Juniors

For the last eight weeks of the fall semester, 
junior and senior seminars are canceled for 
preceptorials. Preceptorials involve either the in- 
depth study of a single book, or of a relatively 
narrow topic using several different texts. Groups 
are small—usually no more than ten students—and 
led by a single tutor. Many texts studied are in
cluded in the program proper, but many are not. 
Students can choose from a list of about twenty 
preceptorials.

Last year, preceptorial topics ranged from the 
Talmud to' Aristotle’s Physics to Three French 
Novels to Foundations of Statistical Inference. Tu
tors are free to request certain topics, but the final 
decision rests with the dean’s office.

In an effort to give the dean student input as 
well, the Student Instruction Committee would like 
you, a Sophomore or a Junior, to let us know what 
you would like to see as a preceptorial topic next 
year.

You can mail your responses to the Student 
Instruction Committee, or hand them to Bill Blais, 
Darien Large, Sajid Razvi, Ken Wolfe, or John 
Blouin.

What do you want to study? If it’s in on the 
program, why should we study it in a preceptorial? 
If it’s not on the program, why is it important at 
all? Make a case for your topic or book of interest, 
and we’ll make our recommendations based upon 
your input.

Press Release Digest
“Students Praise Law School Prep Program”

Or so says the headline of this press release, 
which then continues, on its own, to praise the 
prep program’s corporate sponsors: The Princeton 
Review (“the nation’s premier LSAT preparatory 
company”) and Lexis (“the nation’s leader in legal 
research technology”). Personal testimony in 
praise of these sponsors is also given by Chris M. 
Salamone, Esq., the program’s Executive Director. 
The Princeton Review, in turn, has featured the 
program in its “Guide to the Best Law Schools”.

The company running the prep program calls 
itself The National Institute for Legal Education, 
and operates out of Boca Raton, Florida. This 
summer, it is renting space for its programs on two 
campuses; Stanford (June 26-July 8) and American 
University, Washington D.C. (July 16-July 28). 
During these one-week or two-week programs, 
students “study the entire first-year law-school 
curriculum” (that’s what it says here). One of the 
praising students, now at law school, says how 
well the program prepared him: “My 
experience...certainly relieved the apprehension 
and I found that I knew what the professors were 
looking for. I’d say that put me at an advantage.”

So if you want to be “immersed in a law 
school environment”, contact Anthony C.
Salamone (no “Esq.”) at (407) 392-2220. After 
all, 10% of St. John’s graduates become lawyers, 
which shows that the virtues we talk about here 
don’t do any permanent career damage.

—Randall Rose

— Darien Large
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