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{FROM THE BELL TOWERS} 

MICHAEL P ETERS 
On the Job in Santa Fe 

It's been a busy six months for 
Michael Peters, president of the 
Santa Fe campus. On January 17, 
he arrived in his office in Weigle 
Hall, and a few hours later, 
donned academic robes to 
deliver his first Convocation 
address to January freshmen. 
Then the college's Board of 
Visitors and Governors arrived 
on campus for four days of 
meetings, and the pace has 
hardly slacked ofT since. 

In spite of a busy schedule, 
Mr. Peters has made it a priority 
to set aside time to get to know 
students and the Program by 
sitting in on seminar with the 
January freshmen. Although he 
is juggling a great deal of out-of
town travel, he's been able to 
make at least one seminar a 

week and hopes to continue 
with the JFs through most of the 
summer. He does the reading, 
sits in the side chairs-as 
prospectives and other guests 
do-and takes in the conversa
tion. As a West Point graduate, 
former career Army officer, and 
most recently, former executive 
vice president of the Council 
on Foreign Relations, he partic
ularly enjoyed the discussions 
on Thucydides. 

"There is so much in Thucy
dides that directly paraUels the 
world today," he says. " Right 
now on the global stage we are 
dealing with many of the same 
issues and facing many of the 
same challenges." 

He also was a member of a 
senior essay committee on 

LIBERAL ARTS 

AND CITIZENSHIP 
From Mr. Peters' Convocation speech, January 17, 2005 

" .... You and I will be participating actively in this intellectual 
community-a community which believes chat a liberal educa
tion is good for its own sake, but is also crucial for citizens of 
our country and our world if, as former Dean Scott Buchanan 
wrote in the college catalog from the late '30s, we are to: 
'Distinguish fact from fiction, between principle and case, 
between opinion and insight, between propaganda and 
instruction, and between truth and falsity.' 

"These attributes of citizenship are as important now as 
they were in the dark days prior to World War II. Today, our 
nation honors the memory of Dr. Martin Luther King, who 
demonstrated that the ideas and character of one man can have 
a profoundly positive effect on many. 

"Ithas become almost a cliche to say we are part of an 
interconnected and complex world-a world that faces profound 
issues of war and peace, poverty and plenty, disasters, plagues 
and pestilence both natural and man-made, to name a few. 
These issues require thoughtful and informed public debate if 
we are to come up with imaginative and workable solutions. 
Dealing with these problems makes a liberal education not a 
luxury, but a necessity. In the individual and collective choices 
we must all make, bumper stickers won't do and you won't find 
bumper stickers at St. John's." ♦ 

The Brothers Karamazov-one 
of the highlights of his St. John's 
experience to this point. 
Observing January freshmen 
take their first tentative steps in 
the Program and participating 
in a senior's culminating experi
ence gave him appreciation for 
the growth a student experi
ences in four years at St. John's. 

There's also a great deal 
of work to be clone in cultivat
ing relationships with the 
community and the state of 
New Mexico. A step in that 
direction was hosting the 
state's Summit on 21st Century 
Competitiveness on campus. 
The event attracted state 
leaders including Gov. Bill 
Richardson and U.S. Sen. 
Jeff Bingaman to the 
St. John's campus. 

The schedule for Mr. Peters 
and his wife, Eleanor, won't 
slow down much this summer. 
He'll be busy greeting visitors 
to the campus who come for 
Summer Classics, hosting his 
first Homecoming in July, and 
getting ready for his October z8 
inauguration. At his request, 
the inauguration ceremony 
will be simple and without 
much fanfare. 
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ELEANOR AND MIKE PETERS HAVE 

BEEN ON THE ROAD, MEETING 

ALUMNI AND FRIENDS. 

"There isso 
much in 

Thucydides
that directly 
parallels the 
world today. " 

MICHAEL PETERS, 

SANTA FE PRESIDENT 

St. John's students continue 
to surprise him with their 
diverse talents and extraordi
nary thirst for learning. " I often 
reflect on these young men 
and women and what their 
contributions will be to our 
world. They're learning, 
through the Program and the 
method, to address the most 
important questions life asks of 
us-helping them learn not what 
to think, but how to think." ♦ 

-ANDRA MAGURAN 

{FROM THE BEL L TOWERS} 

A NEW DEAN IN ANNAPOLIS completed the coursework for 
his doctorate and was back at 
St. John's as a tutor in Santa Fe. 
"I knew I would like to be a 
teacher, and the idea of coming 
back as a tutor had been in the 
back of my mind through grad 
school," says Dink. In the 
summer of 1980, Dink received 
a call from Robert Bart, then 
dean in Santa Fe, who needed 
to fill a last-minute appoint
ment. Dink flew out for an 
interview and joined the 
faculty. 

Shortly after President 
Christopher Nelson announced 
that tutor Michael Oink (A75) 
was selected dean of the 
Annapolis campus, Dink 
received both "congratulations 
and condolences" from his 
colleagues. 

The congratulations referred 
to the great honor it is to be 
selected by one's peers for 
such an important position. 
The condolences-most meant 
in jest-spoke to the burdens of 
the job: long hours spent in 
committee meetings, hiring 
and tenure decisions, meting 
out justice in disciplinary 
issues, and making other 
difficult decisions that affect 
the lives of students. It's also 
not easy to take a long break
five years-from the classroom. 

"It's true that tutors regard 
ourselves as model learners," 
says Dink. "And there's always 
the sacrifice of giving up our 
primary activity for a while. 
It's probably love for the 
community as a whole that 
motivates any tutor to want to 
be dean. You have the chance 
to see that St. John's is the best 
that it can be." 

Dink looks forward to 
moving into the dean's position 
July 1, succeeding Harvey 
Flaumcnhaft, who served for 
eight years. " It's an opportu
nity for a more thorough and 
deeper involvement with the 
college," he says. "It's a 
challenge." 

He feels fortunate that 
his predecessor made great 
strides in his years as dean: in 
faculty development, support 
for students, and forging bonds 
with Santa Fe. "I'm very grate
ful to Harvey- he's left things 
in great shape," he says. 

After spending a year-ancl-a
half at Harvard, Dink entered 
St. John's as a Febbie. A high 
school English teacher had 
suggested the great books 

program at St. John's, but at 
the time Dink believed, "I 
could get the same thing at any 
good school." However, in his 
philosophy classes, Oink found 
his professors lecturing from 
notes or teaching their own 
books. He wasn' t reading the 
books he wanted to read and 
wasn't encountering many 
students who were serious 
about their studies. 

He returned to Harvard after 
an unsatisfying first year, but 
by the middle of sophomore 
year, his thoughts returned to 
St. John's. "J spent the reading 
period for my exams at Harvard 
filling out the Febbie applica
tion," he says. 

After St. John's, Oink went 
on to graduate study in philos
ophy at Catholic University. 
Five short years after graduat
ing from the St. John's, he had 

WHILE MICHAEL DINK (A75) WILL 

MISS THE CLASSROOM, HE IS LOOK· 

ING FORWARD TO THE CHALLENGES 

OF BEING DEAN. 

In 1984,he transferred to 
Annapolis where he also served 
as co-director of athletics, first 
with tutor Bryce Jacobsen 
( class of 1942), and later with 
Roberta Gable (A78). He was 
then and remains a big fan of 

{ T THECo . St. John's College . Spring 2005 }

3 

the college's intramural 
program. " Intramm·als allowed 
me to play sports, and I became 
a pretty active athlete," he says. 

Dink received a grant from 
the National Endowment for 
Humanities that allowed him to 
spend a year pursuing ques
tions in the works of Plato and 
a second year leading a faculty 
study group and delivering a 
lecture. 

Dink's three-year term as 
director of the Graduate Insti
tute in Annapolis from 1998 to 
2001 was good preparation for 
the dean's office, he believes. 
"I t's on a much smaller scale, 
but the responsibilities are 
similar-you're involved with 
other segments of the college 
community, publications, 
financial aid, transcripts, being 
responsible for students. It 
does give you some sense of 
what's required in the dean's 
office." 

Dink looks forward to 
working with "all segments of 
the community, including 
Santa Fe, supporting younger 
faculty, and just hoping to find 
ways to keep things running 
smoothly." Among the changes 
scheduled to occur in his 
deanship is the discontinuation 
of the Febbie program in 
Annapolis, with the last class 
entering in January 2006. 
(The program will continue in 
Santa Fe.) Does he have mixed 
feelings, since the Febbie 
program allowed him to enter 
St. John's when he was ready? 
While it's hard to see traditions 
go, Dink says, the decision 
was in the best interest of the 
students. 

"Febbies get a truncated 
version of the Program, and it 
puts a lot of stress on the stu
dents," he says. "In recent years 
most Febbies have been stu
dents who would have come in 
the fall ifwe had let them." ♦ 

-ROSEMARY HARTY 
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THE so-YEAR CONVERSATION 
When women from the first coed graduating class at St. John's 
returned to the college for a day with women of the current 
graduating class, we did what we always do at St. John's: have 
conversations. From a leisurely lunch to a seminar on John KeaLs' 
"Ode on a Grecian Urn" and Virginia Woolf's "On Not Knowing 
Greek" to a dinner at the Boathouse, a steady flow of conversation 
continued, tying 1955 to 2005 as solidly as the conversation in a 
freshman seminar ties new Johnnies to Socrates and Agamemnon. 

Toward the end of the evening, Missy Skoog (Ao5), who 
helped organize the day's events, spoke of the inspiration the 
women of 1955 provide for women of the current class. It was an 
inspiration of which I was not much aware before meeting the 
women from 1955. In my own experience at the college, I have 
only recently thought of my presence as a woman in addition to my 
presence as a student. The struggles I have experienced and the 
ways I have questioned the Program and myself have felt very 
personal. It is only recently that I have seen the ways I share those 
struggles with others. 

Over meals with Barbara Brunner Kiebler (A55), Cornelia 
Hoffman Reese (A57) and Emily Martin Kutler (A55) , J saw that 
the uncertainty I'm going through as I'm about to graduate is 
perhaps a natural result of having a Johnnie's philosophical bent 
and widespread interests. At lunch, Kiebler told Samantha Buker 
(Ao5) and me a life story that included four children, graduate 
courses in mathematics, and a law degree she earned in her 40s. 
It put my own varied plans in perspective. I'm someone interested 
in questioning and experiencing, like Johnnies have always been. 

This interest is clearly what brought the first women to the 

college. Everyone I asked said they were not aware of making 
history when they decided to come to St. John's. Though Kiebler 
said she felt "on display" once she arrived at the college, the 
decision co attend was based on a love oflearning rather than a 
conscious effort to change the status quo. 

Reese said she fell in love with St. John's as soon as she saw that 
questions and answers were "part of the learning process ... for 
both the students and the faculty." She said she had often been 
told in high school, "That's a very good question, Miss Hoffman, 
and I'm sure you realize why we don't have time to answer it." At 
St. John's, she encountered a very different attitude toward asking 
questions. "I felt like I blossomed," she said. "I felt like all my 
eagerness to learn had a place to go, and a way to get there." 

Talking to the first women at St. John's was fun and comfort
able. We shared the common ground of the St. John's Program, 
and therefore had a base from which Lo compare and consider 
our life experiences. Carolyn Banks-Leeuwcnburgh (A55), who 
couldn't make the event, but shared her memories in a phone 
conversation, said she believes the Program produces this ease of 
connection by being "so different and unique, it's timeless." 

Though much of what I realized that day had to do with the 
similarity of all women and of all Johnnies, I was also deeply 
impressed by the courage the first women showed in coming to 
such a deeply intellectual school at a time when there were doubts 
on all sides as to a woman's ability to handle such a thing. Women 
were alJowed to apply to St. John's in 1951 because of several 
issues, according to Barbara Goyette (A73, vice president for 
advancement in Annapolis). These included then-president 
Richard Weigle's commitment to co-education, low enrollment at 
the college, and a strong interest among women in attending 
St. John's. When the women did enroJJ in 1951, they came in spile 

of resistance from some 
tutors and students. 

Goyette said, " The men 
were unsure socially 
about how it would 
change the campus, and 
they were unsure that the 
women could do the 
work.AJ1ofthatchanged 
very quickly once the 
women came." 

The women did 
encounter some preju
dice. Leeuwenburgh 
remembers being Lold in a 
don rag, in response to 
the character of her 
opinions, that she should 
"go make babies." Reese 

continued on p. 5 

LONGTIME ST. JOHN'S 

LIBRARIAN CHARLOTTE 

FLETCHER (HA69, CENTER 

TOP) JOINED 2005 AND 1955 

CLASS MEMBERS FOR A 

CELEBRATION OVER CROQUET 

WEEKEND. 
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N EWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
In late March, the Santa Fe 
can1pus hosted the New Mexico 
State Summit on 21st Century 
Competitiveness. The summit 
brought together senior 
New Mexico business and 
community leaders with national 
economists, industry and policy 
experts, and federal policy
makers to discuss the state's 
higher education and workforce 
challenges in the new economy. 
President Mike Peters gave the 
welcoming remarks and intro
duced Gov. Bill Richardson and 
U.S. Senator Jeff Bingaman. 

The summit addressed one of 
the state's thorniest problems
the continuing drain of the 
state's educated young people to 
other states. After graduation, 
the majority of college students 
in New Mexico tend to leave 
the state for better-paying jobs 
elsewhere. 

In his opening remarks, 
Peters pointed out that St. John's 
College actually helps reverse 
this trend by attracting and 
keeping college-educated people 
in the stale. The college recruits 
students from nearly every state 

continued from p. 4 

and several foreign countries, 
yet approximately 25 percent of 
St. John's graduates remain in 
New Mexico after finishing their 
studies. Currently almost 1,000 
alumni live in New Mexico. 
Approximately 31 percent serve 
as teachers in public and private 
high schools, as professors at the 
state's colleges and universities, 
and in the state's Department of 
Education. 

ANNAPOLIS ENVIRONMENTAL 

AWARD 

St. John's in Annapolis received 
a Plant Award (People Loving 
and Nurturing Trees) from the 
Maryland Department of Natur
al Resources for undertaking an 
urban forestry program several 
years ago. The inventory count
ed 118trees on the campus at the 
time. Since then, another 90 or 
so have been added, says Blythe 
Woods, the college's horticultur-
ist. The college carefully tracks 
the health of its trees, she adds. 

Although the college and 
community still miss the 
magnificent Liberty Tree, the 
campus is rich in American 

remembers that some of her male classmates would make a point 
of challenging women when they demonstrated propositions in 
math class. Both women chalked this up to a lack of maturity on 
the part of some of their classmaLes. Reese said that she felt "just a 
little" hostility that seemed to come mostly from younger men 
who didn't know how to handle the presence of women. 

The women, regardless of these difficulties, acquitted them
selves admirably. Goyette said, "They surprised everyone. I think 
they surprised themselves." They returned to St. John's 50 years 
laLer, confident in the abilities St. John's had given them, ready to 
encounter another seminar. I hope to carry myself with that sort of 
grace and ease someday. I hope I am as available to share ques
tions and conversation as all these women did that day. I hope I am 
ready to aim for the heart of any conversation, as Emily Kutler did 
when she pursued the true intent of Woolf'sessay. I hope I will 
walk, as Barbara Kiebler did when she accompanied me to a class 
on Einstein and Minkowski, unhesitatingly toward any chance to 
keep learning. ♦ 

hornbcams, lob lolly pines, 
sycamores, dogwoods, red oaks, 
and maple trees. 

APPOINTMENTS 

In Annapolis: RUTHANDERSON 
COGGESHALLhas been appoint
ed director of major gifts. Previ
ously she was chief development 
officer for the National Gallery 
of Art, where she completed the 
museum's New Century Fund 
campaign and redirected the 
gallery's development efforts to 
solicit major gifts nationally and 
locally. She also held leadership 
positions at the Johns Hopkins 
University School of Medicine. 

SrEFANlE TAKACS (A89) joins 
the college as director of annual 
giving from Abraham House in 
the South Bronx, where she was 
assistant director of operations 
and development director. 
Takacs had been a volunteer 
fundraiser in Philanthropia 
since 1998 and served as the 
events committee chair for 
several years. 

SlWtRZAD ARAsTE:11 is the 
new Career Services director in 
Annapolis. She brings to the 
college more than six years of 
experience in a variety of private 
and public settings in the career 

development field. Arasteh 
replaces RoBERTA G ABLE (A78), 
who has moved from the Career 
Services office co Admissions, 
where she is associate director. 

In Santa Fe: P ENELOPE 

B ENEKOS (SF99) has been 
named advancement officer. 
Prior to her return to the South
west, she taught English in 
France, traveled throughout the 
Mediterranean, and worked in 
development at the Museum of 
Fine Arts in Boston. 

STUDENTS 

ELIZABETI-1 V EGA (SFo6) 
received an Excellence Award 
from the Girl Scouts for a guide 
she wrote to help orient leaders 
of a new national program aimed 
at keeping teenage girls in valved 
in scouting. The award is given 
annually co individuals whose 
innovative contributions 
significantly advance the work 
of the council. 

Vega wrote a 68-page publi
cation, "Girl Scout/STUDIO 
2B Advisor Self-Study Guide." 
The program was created for 
older girls age II-r7, a group 
that often loses interest in 
scouting ♦ 

SAMANTHA BUKER (AOS) ANO SARAH CROOKE (A55) HAVE MUCH TO TALK 

ABOUT DESPITE A SO-YEAR DIFFERENCE. 

{ THE Co LL E c E. St. John's College. Spring 2005 } 
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JOHNNIES GRAPPLE WITH 

MORE THAN IDEAS 
Jiu-Jitsu Takes Hold in Santa Fe 

Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu is a new 
addition to the martial arts 
offerings on the Santa Fe 
campus, but it's become 
enormously popular in just a 
few short months. C.J. McCue, 
who joined the Santa Fe staff as 
student activities coordinator 
eight months ago, is an accom
plished martial artist whose 
Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu classes 
have attracted more than 
30 students and inspired 
several Johnnies to 
enter-
and win-national 
competitions. 

During spring break, 
McCue and seven ofher 
students o·aveled to Las 
Vegas. Nevada. to com
pete in a submission 
wrestling tournament 
for no-gi grappling and 
Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu. 1\vo 
ofMcCue's students, 
Alex Kongsgaard (SF05) 
and Quinn Mulhern 
(SF07), both blue belts, 
took first place in their 
divisions. McCue took 
second place in the 
women's advanced ~ 
division and third place ; 
in the open-weight ! 
women's division. ~ z 

]\1:,::Cue teaches • 
Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu in 
the Gracie style, which was 
created for self- defense. This 
martial art relies upon body 
mechanics and leverage rather 
than strength, so a small person 
can win against a bigger or 
heavier competitor. That's one 
reason the sport is popular with 
women, says McCue. 

There are two types of 
Jiu-Jitsu: Brazilian, or modern, 
was developed after 1900, 
while Japanese Jiu-Jitsu is 
considered traditional and dates 
to pre-1900. Like many martial 

arts, Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu requires 
a technical knowledge of 
specific positions, development 
of physical and mental strength, 
and the use of strategy. How
ever, Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu is 
unique in that most of the 
techniques involve grappling 
on the ground. "Brazilian 
Jiu-Jitsu practitioners learn how 
to defend themselves on the 
ground," says McCuc. " Of 
course this has enormous 

real-world benefit as a self
defense method for both men 
and women." 

The clothing (gt) looks like a 
traditional martial arts uniform 
ofloose white pants and jacket
style wrap shirt secured with 
a belt. 

"The gi is a very instrumen
tal part ofBrazilian Jiu-Jitsu," 
says McCue. "Thegi can be 
used as a way to control one's 
opponent." 

Most of the Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu 
techniques involve specific 
positions. There are takedowns, 

self-defense techniques, and 
striking, but the core of the art 
involves mental so·ategy. That's 
part of the appeal to Johnnies. 
Competitors strive to improve, 
maintain, or defend their 
ground positions, along with 
mastering submissions such as 
chokes and armlocks. 

Both Kongsgaard and 
Mulhern apply themselves with 
vigor to the martial art, as they 
have with other endeavors. 
After Kongsgaard graduated 
from high school, he walked 
500 miles from the California
Oregon border to San Fran
cisco, averaging 2,2, miles a day. 
In addition to continuing his 
wrestling training, Kongsgaard 

ALEX KoNcscAARD (SF05) 1s 

WRESTLED TO THE GROUND BY 

QUINN MULHERN (SF07). 

is an avid cyclist, a rock climber, 
and a member of the St. John's 
Search & Rescue team. 

Mulhern aJso brings intensity 
and dedication to his training, 
says McCue. Mulhern's older 
brother practices Brazilian 
Jiu-Jitsu and persuaded him to 
take up serious study. "We 
would wrestle, and I saw that 
my brother's submission 
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movements were not angry, but 
graceful and re laxed," he says. 

He credits McCue, "a great 
teacher," with helping him win 
in Las Vegas. "She is able to 
demonstrate something 
physical in a way people really 
respond to," he explains. 

The psychological aspect of 
competing is the most difficult, 
says Mulhern, who practiced 
breathing and visualization 
techniques to enhance his 
performance. "Adrenaline can 
be one of your biggest enemies 
because it can cause you to use 
your energy right away," he 
says. He credits his winning to 
feeling calmer. "It's one thing 
wrestling in class or wrestling 

with your friends, but 
another competing in a 
tournament where you 
have only four minutes 
and you can easily 
forget everything 
you know. It's a lot 
of pressure." 

McCue looks for
ward to getting more 
students involved in 
sports at St. John's. 
"While some Sc. John's 
students are not very 
physically active when 
they first arrive at the 
college, they find them
selves in a community 
of like-minded individ
uals and feel more 
confident when they 
discover the benefits of 
physical activity," she 
says. "You see students 
make a connection to 

something physical-whether 
it is a martial art, climbing, 
Search & Rescue, hiking, 
skiing, winter camping, or 
intramural activities. They run 
with it because they've become 
inspired by all this at a later 
time in their life. For some it's 
just the beginning." ♦ 

-ANDRA MAGURAN 
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NEw DORMITORY Is A GIFT FROM ST. JoHN's ALUMNUS 
Spector Hall to Open in January 

Warren Spector (A81) has 
given the coJJege a generous 
gift to fund, in his father's 
memory, the building of a new 
dormitory on the Annapolis 
campus. Spector Hall, as the 
dorm now under construction 
will be named, together with 
Gilliam Hall, which opened 
last fall, will allow the college 
to house 80 percent of its 
students on campus. 

Mr. Spector, President 
and Co-Chief Operating 
Officer of Bear, Stearns & 
Co. Inc., a leading Wall 
Street investment banking 
and securities trading and 
brokerage firm, says his gift 
was motivated by his appre
ciation for the education he 
received at St. John's. 

"St. John's provides a 
unique educational experi
ence," said Mr. Spector, 
a member of the college's 
Board of Visitors and 
Governors. " Building 
this dorm will help 
preserve the intimate 
learning environment that 
sets St. John's apart from 
other liberal arts schools." 

The college needs new 
dormitories for two reasons. 
Overcrowding in existing 
dorms required the college 
to convert some double 
rooms into triples and 
appropriate a few common 
rooms for housing. The 
college also wants to better 
nurture a community of 
learners by ensuring that 
students who want to live on 
campus can do so. Impressed 
by the recent renovation of 
Mellon Hall's classrooms and 
laboratories, Mr. Spector was 
pleased to provide a gift to 
further improve student life. 

"The St. John's educational 
experience is not limited to the 
classroom. The ability for 
students to learn from each 

other is greatly enhanced by 
living together on campus." 
Mr. Spector continued, " For 
me the dialogue with my 
fellow students was a crucial 
part of my education. I could 
not be more pleased to further 
the education offuture 
generations by funding the 
creation of a place for that 
dialogue to take place." 

Spector Hall wilJ house 
40 students when it opens in 
January 2.006. The dormitory 
includes spacious common 
areas, suite-style rooms, and 
a tutor's apartment. 

The building will be named 
Spector Hall in memory of 
Warren Spcctor's father, who 
died in 1990. Philip Spector 
had forged over his lifetime a 

AN APPRECIATION FOR HIS ST. J OHN'S EDUCATION PROMPTED WARREN 

SPECTOR TO FUND A NEW DORMITORY ON THE ST. JOHN'S CAMPUS. 

"One cf the most valuable tools I 
gained from my St. Johns education 

was the abtfity lo think critically. " 
WARREN SPECTOR, A8I 
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successful career as a contrac
tor who was responsible for 
numerous residential, 
commercial, and industrial 
projects in the Washington, 
D.C., metropolitan area. "I 
very much wanted to find a way 
to honor my father. It seems 
fitting considering his long and 
successful career as a builder 
that a structure is named for 

him. It is my hope that he 
would have been extremely 
pleased with the results," 
Mr. Spector said. 

Ironically, both of Mr. 
Spector's parents were 
initially concerned when he 
announced his plans to 
transfer from Princeton and 
start again as a freshman at 
Sc. John's. " It did not take 
long for my parents to see 
that I thrived in the environ
ment of St. John's College," 
commented Mr. Spector. 
"By the time I graduated, 
they were big fans of the 
St. John's education and 
were pleased that I did not 
go to college anywhere else." 

One of several St. John's 
alumni working at the top 
of the investment field, 
Mr. Spector credits the 
college with providing him 
with skills that have helped 
him succeed in the fast
paced and ever-changing 
world ofWall Street. 

" One of the most valuable 
tools I gained from my 
St. John's education was the 

ability to think cri tically," said 
Mr. Spector. "In the highly 
analytical and technologically 
sophisticated world in which 
we live, the ability to think on 
one's own and make sense of 
the seemingly endless data 
that exists should not be 
underestimated." ♦ 
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VARIED VIEWPOINTS 

I must respond to Mary Campbell 
Gallagher's rejection of Martin A. Dyer' s 
diversity initiative. Ms. Campbell's princi
pal objection is that Mr. Dyer relies on the 
premise that different "life experiences" 
will somehow enrich the college's semi
nars. She insists that he "present proof." 
Well, I can-and so, I believe, can any 
St. John's alum. 

.... Anyone who has gone through four 
years of the Program knows that people 
bring their "life experiences" into the 
seminar room. Male, female, veteran, gay, 
married, black, Mormon, elderly, handi
capped, Orthodox Jewish-can anyone be so 
naive as to believe that such factors don't 
influence how we approach a text? This 
doesn't mean surrendering to subjectivity. 
But it does mean expanding the Annapolis 
campus beyond affluent suburbs of Washing
ton-Baltimore and New York City, the base 
for the student body when I was a student. 

No one is advocating affirmative action
that is, preferential treatment to someone 
because of his or her background. But the 
college effectively makes decisions all the 
time about the makeup of the student body 
by the way it recruits and where. If the 
college makes a concentrated effort to 
increase diversity, it can only result in 
livelier class discussion by including 
more and varied viewpoints. 

STEVE WEINSTEIN, A95 

ON DIVERSITY 

I agree with three statements in the letter 
from Mary Campbell Gallagher (A6o) 
published in the winter 2005 issue of The 
College: (1) "all men are fundamentally the 
same .... "; (2) "All men are educable with
out regard to the peculiarities of their ethnic 
and racial backgrounds;" and (3) " ... stu
dents' racial and ethnic characteristics 
[make] no discernible contribution to 
their being able to read and think well." 
I disagree, however, \.vith other assertions. 

I do not believe that the Opportunity 
Initiative is inconsistent with the college's 
mission of providing a liberal education. 
Although the college makes its unique 
program equally available to, and welcomes 
everyone, its recruitment efforts have not 
been equally successful in attracting all seg
ments of the population. A major purpose of 
the initiative is to determine the reasons for 
this failure and to work with the Admissions 
office in devising corrective measures. Our 
goal is to broaden the college's appeal to 
people who do not now seem to understand 

{LETTER S } 

that its program is also intended for them, 
not change either the program or admission 
policies. 

The great books are indeed teachers, and 
close reading of them and good logic arc the 
principal means by which conversation is 
advanced. Other factors also play an impor
tant role. "[P]eculiarities [borne] of ... race 
and ethnic backgrounds" are among them, 
as are differences in economic status, 
religion, nationality and personal life 
experiences ... My views of freedom and 
justice, for example, are affected by the fact 
that I am black, am two generations removed 
from slavery, and grew up in Baltimore in 
the 1930s and 40s and attended college in 
Annapolis when racial discrimination and 
segregation were still the way of life. 
Blacks were denied basic opportunities .... 
I suggest that interactions among students 
both in class and in their day-to-day social 
lives are a vital part of teaching and learning. 
In other words, the encounter of individuals, 
separately and in concert, \vith the great 
books is indispensable to St. John's unique 
education. 

MARTIN A. OYER, AS2 

SHARING LIFE LESSONS 

A recent letter suggested that diversity has 
nothing to do with learning at St. John's; 
that, on the contrary, it is the books that are 
our teachers. I disagree. If we learned only 
from the books, students could sit in their 
rooms and read them by themselves. Rather, 
it is the exchange of ideas that leads us to 
enlarge our understanding of what the books 
can teach us. 

An African-An1erican student who has 
been stopped by the police for "driving 
while black" understands the relationship 
between justice and power differently than 
the daughter of a judge who sits beside him 
in seminar. Someone who grew up in a work
ing-class church with a ministry to the poor 
understands the parables ofJesus differently 
than someone from a place of worship 
attended by the privileged. A Muslim reads 
Genesis differently than either a Christian or 
a Jew. These differing backgrounds and per
spectives can greatly enrich the exchange 
that takes place around the seminar table. 

The challenge for the college is to attract 
sufficiently large numbers of students and 
faculty from diverse backgrounds to affect 
the culture of the college. Members of 
minority groups have learned to live in two 
cultures, that of their ethnicity and that of 
the dominant group they have encountered 
in school and other public venues. They 
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learn to function well in both, to speak and 
act according to the expectations of each. 
They can competently participate in and 
contribute to ongoing St. John's dialogue 
seen through the lens of upper middle-class 
people of European heritage. But to feel safe 
enough to share the particular lessons life 
has taught them and to relate their own 
unique backgrounds to the topics and read
ings being considered in seminar would 
require the safety of numbers and the college 
community's appreciation of the richness to 
be gleaned from different heritages. 

I know college recruiters, with the 
support of alumni of color, are making 
good-faith attempts at increasing the 
diversity of students and faculty. I hope they 
arc successful for the sake of all students. 

PATIENCE GARRETSON SCHENCK, Cuss OF l'.959 

POETIC PLANCK 

I enjoyed Anna Perleberg's poem "Relativity" 
in the Winter 2005 issue of The College. As 
" Relativity" did mention haiku in the last 
stanza, J offer one ofmy own in response: 

Late autumn 
Reading Planck 
In the cold room ... 

LUCIA STAIANO-DANIELS, SF04 

WEIRD SCIENCE 

... .Infatuation, it seems, is frequently 
the outcome of a close encounter with 
Dr. Einstein's work, but I think we would aJJ 
agree that St. John's College strives not only 
to expose its students to the works of great 
thinkers, and to impress upon its students 
the importance of giving those thinkers 
their due, but also it strives to equip its 
students to be critical of what those thinkers 
have to say. Education, Plato reminds us, 
involves entrusting the cultivation of your 
soul to another, so it is only prudent to exer
cise some caution (Protagoras 312c-313b). 

As a theory ofrelativity, Dr. Einstein's 
work should be properly understood as one 
of reciprocity. 

... A strict interpretation of relativity, 
however, is no longer tenable. Relatively 
well-known experiments with muons and 
atomic clocks have demonstrated tha t 
"clocks" moving at high speed do slow 
down. Here is where things get peculiar. 
A strict interpretation of relativity would 
require that people riding on high-speed 
airplanes see the clocks down on Earth slow 
down. When the travelers return to their 
earthbound comrades, there should be a 
grand argument as each group asserts that 

the other group's clocks were rwming slow. 
Instead, there is agreement: the travelers 
are younger than they would be if they had 
stayed at home, and the difference is more 
or less what Dr. Einstein's equations predict. 
It is, then, a matter of fact, that relativity 
effects are not reciprocal. 

Oddly, then, experiments of this kind 
demonstrate that there actually is such a 
thing as absolute space, for we obviously 
can decide who was moving and who was 
standing still by seeing whose clocks were 
slowed and whose were not. Further, until 
someone can find a place where clocks run 
faster than they do here on Earth, relativity 
actually supports the claim that the earth is 
absolutely at rest. But wait! It gets stranger: 
if the Earth is at rest, then, since we see the 
sun, moon, stars, and planets moving across 
the sky, the evidence suggests that every
thing revolves around the Earth. And jL1st 
to top it off, if everything revolves around 
the Earth, then, since the universe is now 
regarded as infinite, there is no reason not 
to regard the Earth as the center of the 
universe. Oh! The progress we've made! 

At this point, the door stands "vide open 
to supplement Dr. Einstein's theory-
which indeed, provides nothing beyond 
what Aris to Ile would label a formal cause
by reintroducing the aether as the material 
cause, and so take a step towards developing 
an account on the level of the efficient cause 
(which is what any of the natural sciences, as 
studies of how the material world works, 
should strive to achieve). It would be most 
mysterious, however, to use the very theory 
that killed the aether to resurrect it. 

Weird science? You'd better believe it. 
But, at some point somebody will feel 
emboldened to declare it to be nonsense, 
and, at that time, there will be some need for 
clear heads who can distinguish the baby 
from the bath water. We all, I think, not only 
hope, but expect that St. John's will be the 
institution o f higher learning where those 
heads get clarified ... 

}OHN NEWELL, A86 

EINSTEIN OMISSION -'-'-.;;.;.;. _________ _ 
Your capsule biography of Albert Einstein 
on the inside cover of the [Winter 2005) 
issue omitted two critical facts. The first 
is that Einstein was a Jew. Although this 
omission can be excused because it is a 
matter of general knowledge, it is widely 
assumed that because Einstein was never a 
"religious" Jew his Jewish heritage was of 
merely accidental significance until the 
Nazis decreed otherwise. 
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l CAN IDENTIFY ONE OF THE STUDENTS IN THE OCTOBER CALENDAR PICTURE .. .JANE D'AGNESE 
(A74) IS STRIDING UP TO THE QUAD AFTER LAB. LOOKING AT THE PICTURE, AND JUDGING FROM HER 
ENTHUSIASM, l CAN STILL HEAR HER SAYING, "CHESTAH, CHESTAH, ARE YOU GOING TO THE PAHTY?" 
(YouR CAPTION ABOUT SEMINAR AWAITING IS WELL-INTENTIONED, BUT I LIKE MY STORY BETTER.) 
BEHIND HER IS POSSIBLY ME, THOUGH THE DRESS DOESN'T RING A BELL SO l WILL GLADLY CEDE TO 
SOMEONE ELSE'S BETTER MEMORY AND IDENTIFICATION. SrrTING IN THE FOREGROUND IS, I'M 
PRETTY SURE, PATRICK D'ADDARIO (A7x), OTHERWISE KNOWN ASP-DAD. -DEB Ross, A74 

I do not think so. The Bavaria of 
Einstein's youth was hardly a hotbed of 
tolerance. Not only was the young Einstein 
exposed to anti-Semitism; even ifhe and his 
family were not "believing" Jews, he grew 
up surrounded by believing Christians 
receiving mandatory religious education 
. .. .It is fair to suppose that this experience 
as an intellectual as well as ethnic outsider 
contributed to Einstein's ability to "think 
outside the box," his ,villingness to explore 
counter-intuitive models of the universe. 

Second, the biographical sketch totally 
omits the fact that Einstein was a committed 
Zionist. Despite his principled disapproval 
of ethnic nationalism, Einstein recognized 
that Jews could not be fully accepted citizens 
of European ethnic states, and needed their 
own homeland where they would not be 
merely tolerated guests in an alien culture. 
Well before Hitler came to power, Einstein 
helped raise funds to buy land for Jewish 
settlement and to support the Hebrew 
University in Jerusalem. After the war he 
pleaded for the creation of a Jewish state, 
and in his old age was offered (and declined) 
the largely-ceremonial presidency of the 
State oflsrael. 

It is important to remember that even 
such a universalist and hlLmanist as Albert 
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Einstein insisted on the importance of a 
Jewish state for the preservation of the 
Jewish people and their unique contribution 
to human culture. 

KEVIN SNAPP, SF72 

CALENDAR MYSTERIES REVEALED 

The May photo in the 2005 Philanthropia 
calendar was taken in '72 or '73. That's me, 
third from the left with the scraggly hair and 
beard, with my leg up on the bench. Kit 
(Kathleen) Callender (SF73) is to my left, 
and Bill Blount (SF73) is seated to her left. 
Beyond that, I'm guessing-it's embarrassing 
not to remember everyone's names. 

My sons will get a real kick out of seeing 
their papa "back in the day." 

PtTER MEADOW, SF73 

The College welcomes letters on issues of 
interest to readers. Letters may be edited for 
clarity and/ or length. Those under 
500 words have a better chance of being 
printed in their entirety. 

Please address letters to: The College 
magazine, St. John's College, Box z8oo, 
Annapolis, MD 21404, or by e-mail to 
rosemary.harty@sjca.edu. 
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BOATHOUSE 

REPUBLIC 

BY ROGER H. MARTIN 

Roger Martin, president of Randolph-Macon College in 
Ashland, Va., spent a semester at St. John :S last fall. His goal 
was to experience freshman year at the college, in part to gain 
some insight that might be helpful in shaping the 
freshman-year experience at his college. Martin sat in on 
freshman seminar and joined the crew team. In November, he 
joined competitors 40 years younger at the annual Head of 
the Occoquan Regatta. His experience broadened his views 
about college sports. 

reshman orientation ends at Iglehart Hall, 
the college's ancient gymnasium. One hun
dred of us are greeted on this withering 
August afternoon by athletic director 
Leo Pickens (A78). We sit on the floor in a 
wide semicircle as this man of modest build 
and piercing eyes looks over us in silence. I 
sense that we arc in the presence of a sage. 

We are not seated in a gymnasium, but 
rather in a sacred building- a temple, Leo explains. He talks about 
how athletics was as much a part of Greek culture and society as 
political discourse and debate and tells us chat athletics must there
fore be taken seriously and with reverence. 

After describing the intramural sports and activities at the 
college, Leo says something you would not expect to hear from an 
athletic director: "Skill and previous experience are not required 
here at St. John's, just tlzumos. Passion." As he says "tlzumos," he 
pounds his chest. He concludes: "Everyone who shows up will be on 

the team. Everyone." Leo seems to be looking directly at me, 
perhaps because I stick out in this crowd of youngsters. I am not an 
ordinary freshman, but a college president on sabbatical. 

I decide to go out for crew. Since I cannot live in a freshman 
residence haJJ, crew will provide the chance for me to have contact 
with students outside of the classroom and give me an opportunity 
to explore the unique connection here between academics and 
athletics. 

On September 7, about 60 students turn up at six in the morning 
for the first crew practice. I recognize some of chem: Julie, Justin, 
Victoria-all members of my freshman seminar. No one is saying 
anything, and the eyes of many are glazed over, probably from late
night reading. 

Leo, also the crew coach, wears blue thermal overalls, a red 
sweatshirt that says "Johnnies" in white letters across the front, and 
a well-worn baseball cap. I suspect he knows what is going through 
our minds at this very moment. We are all wondering why any sane 
person would get up at five in the morning to spend two hours 
engaged in punishing physical exercise, often in foul weather. "I 
can promise you," he says, "that being out on the Severn River at 
dawn on a crisp fall morning, watching the sun rising from the east 
and the geese flying to the south as eight oars move together in per
fect unison over the glistening water is about as close to heaven as 
you will ever get in this life." 

We don't have Jong to wait. Next morning we all march down to 
the dock. The sunrise over the Severn is spectacular. The novices, 
including me, climb into an 18-person training barge. As we row up 
and down College Creek the poetry of Homer's Odyssey, the book 
we are now reading in seminar, provides a balm for the pain I begin 
to feel in my lower back. 
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''Bein.gout on the Severn River at dawn . .. 
is about as close to heaven as you wtll ever get. " 

THU/If OS- PASSION- IS WHAT L EO P ICKENS DEMANDS FROM HIS ATHLETES. 

{ THE Co LL E c E . St. John's College. Spring 2005 ) 
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The images and voices cf the great books 
are everywhere~ in the Boathouse as 

we!f as on the Severn River. 
ROCER MARTIN 

When young Dawn with her rose-red fingers shone once more 
we hauled the vessels down to the sunlit breakers first .... 
The crews swung aboard, they sat to the oars in ranks 
And in rhythm churned the water with stroke on stroke. 

And churn the water we do in a boat vaguely similar to the 
Pentekontor that brought Odysseus and his crew to the ends of the 
world. I am in first position in the barge and directly in front of me 
sits a limber 17-year-old freshman. Mike, the assistant coach, who 
is standing in the stern at the tiller, yells out, "Everyone in the 
catch position, oars square and buried." Not knowing what the 
catch position is, I lean back as far as I can-which is not very 
far-and my oar immediately fouls the oar of my rowing 
companion who is leaning very far forward. The result is a loud 
noise and a huge splash as we start rowing. 

The novices practice in this way on College Creek until we 

become proficient enough to row in a proper eight. Over the next 
several weeks, my rowing improves and as it does, I blend in with 
the young men in my boat. I am no longer a college president, I an1 
just another novice learning how to row. I keep my mouth shut, I 
observe, and I listen. 

Most student-athletes leave their studies behind when they go 
to practice. Not at St. John's. The images and voices of the great 
books are everywhere, in the Boathouse as well as on the Severn 
River. It is now 6:30 in the morning and it's pitch dark. We are 
rowing up the river to 
the start of our race, past 
the Naval Academy 
bridge, past the Route 50 
bridge. A month from 
now, we will race against 
other colleges on the 
Occoquan Reservoir in 
Northern Virginia, and 
our practice races have 
taken on a new intensity. 
The sky is studded with 
stars, still bright enough 
to be seen above the dark 
purple hew of the Chesa
peake's eastern sky, and 
there isn't a cloud to be 
seen. Bobbing sailboat 
masts look like black 
sticks in the distance, 

and I can imagine the port of Argos, and Agamemnon and 
Menelaus leaving for Troy with the Greek armada to win back 
Helen. Our own armada of two eights, two fours, and a single quad 
docs a river turn just beyond the Route 50 bridge and at Leo's 
command we race back to the end of the Naval Academy seawall, a 
distance of some 5,000 meters. A gray-blue storm cloud suddenly 
appears and empties its moisture into our low-lying shells, requir
ing the coxes to bail madly as they call out their commands. At the 
finish, in complete exhaustion, I notice the geese Leo Pickens 
promised several weeks ago, eight of them (like the number row
ing in our boat), flying directly overhead toward Virginia, honking 
loudly as they wing their way south. The vision suggests to me that 
we will do well at Occoquan. 

October is upon us. My seminar is reading Plutarch's Lives of 
lite Noble Grecians and Romans, and my boat continues to 
improve. Today, us our four racing shells approach the Naval 

Academy bridge, rowing at a rather hectic pace over the usual 
5,000-meter course, we see an armada of yellow Naval Academy 
shells, approaching us from downriver. Laughter comes from one 
of them as it passes to our starboard. The midshipmen are getting 
a kick out of seeing this rather motley collection of}ohnnics. And 
who can blame them? There they are, in their clean white t-shirts 
with "NAVY" emblazoned on the chest, and dark blue shorts, all 
looking extremely fit and athletic. Here we are, some of us in 
multi-colored t-shirts, some obviously overweight, others rather 

skinny, some men wear
ing earrings, others 
sporting tattoos, and 
one very tired 61-ycar
old guy with a red beard 
rowing in the number
two position. 

This scene causes me 
to ponder Plutarch's 
biographies of Lycurgus 
and Solon. As the leader 
of Sparta, Lycurgus is 
architect of laws which 
are austere and unyield
ing. In Athens, where 

EVEN IN THE SHELLS, 

CONVERSATIONS ABOUT 

THE BOOKS PERSIST. 
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Solon is the lawmaker, 
individualism is honored. 
Sitting in my shell and 
watching our two very 
different crews passing 
each other on the Severn 
River, I see how two 
philosophies of society 
exist side-by-side in Annapolis: St. John's, devoted to diversity and 
pluralism, as Athens; the Naval Academy, with its focus on loyalty 
to the corps, uniformity, and order, as Sparta. 

Our training continues as November and the Head of the 
Occoquan approach. I am amazed not only at how hard my team
mates practice, but also how the great books arc ever part of 
their chatter. Before launching our shells, I often hear students 
talking about seminars, tutorials, or the Friday lecture. Even in 
the boats, where crew is not supposed to talk, the great books 
cannot be denied. 

Our extremely capable cox is out of commission for a few weeks, 
so a loquacious sophomore replaces her. While our regular cox is 
all business and hardly ever talks except to give commands, her 
substitute offers a running commentary on everything from 
his favorite movies to college gossip to the current topics in 
sophomore seminar. "Do you know what my tutor told us last 
night at seminar?" he asks crew as we row out of College Creek 
towards the Severn. His seminar is reading the Gospel of John. 
"He said that because he first read the Bible in Greek he thought 
that the first words of John were, 'The origin was the principle' 
rather than, 'In the beginning was the Word.' " 

As we round the seawall and head toward the Route 50 bridge, 
now rov,ing at a fairly fast pace, his commentary regresses. He is 
now talking about the Phoenicians. "Do you know why the 
Phoenicians were the fastest rowers?" We are stumped. "Because 
they had nubile Phoenician women to row home to." I find this 
piece of information intriguing until, off to my port, I hear Leo 
Pickens yelling at me from the skiff, "You're not focused Roger. 
Snap those legs back. Square the oar. Drop the blade." 

On November 6, the morning of the regatta. Leo assembles the 
team in the back of the Boathouse. "Are you all ready for the 
Festival of St. Occoquan?" he asks the assembled group. "OK, 
now listen up. I have something important to say. First, I want to 
commend all of you for the time and devotion you have given to 
this sport. No matter how well you perform this afternoon, you 
should all feel a great sense of accomplishment." 

He continues by providing some interesting statistics. "Those 

ON THE SEVERN AND IN 

~-........... SEMINAR, RocER MARTIN 

( CENTER) SAW DEDICATION. 

of you who are the griz
zled veterans have put in 
90 hours of practice, the 

novices 80. And you've done this while being students in an 
incredibly demanding academic program. Few athletes compet
ing at Occoquan this afternoon have had to contend with the 
incredible academic load all of you carry. You should feel extreme
ly proud. You have achieved perfection. I pronounce this boat
house a republic." 

In just six words, Leo says that we have come together as a team, 
each doing his or her part, but each contributing to the good of 
our community. Unity, one of the ideals of Plato's Republic, has 
earned Leo's highest praise.We are not only rowing much better, 
but we also care about each other. And there is a spirit-a team 
spirit-that is very special. Clearly, we are far from perfect in our 
rowing ability. But we really are, figuratively if not in reality, a 
republic, and everyone understands exactly what our coach has 
just said. 

The race itself is a blur. My boat does reasonably well, 
losing to the University of Maryland by only six seconds but 
beating three other universities. However, before the day is out, 
J witness C\vo contrasting scenes that speak to intercollegiate 
athletics both in America and at my adopted college. As my wife 
and I walk down the hill toward the launching docks just before 
my race, I overhear a coach lecturing the women on a 
large university team who are preparing to race. "You didn't get a 
medal last year, girls. It was a real embarrassment to me person
ally and to the university. So are you going to screw up again this 
year or win something?" I don't hear the rest of this speech as I 
continue walking down the path, but I see discouragement in the 
faces of the crew. 

As I return to the parking area, I witness a more pleasing scene. 
Seated on the ground and leaning on a boat trailer, one of our 
team captains is reading an essay by Thomas Mann for precepto
rial. Nothing, not even Occoquan, is more important than 
Thomas Mann. 

This is the way intercollegiate athletics ought to be. ♦ 
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FAITH, FRIENDSHIP, 
AND TEACHING 
Brother Robert Smith u sail devoted to SL John :S-

BY ROBIN WEISS (SFG186) 

rother Robert Smith (HA90) traces 
his personal history-spanning 
90 years-from his childhood near 
the Golden Gate Bridge, through 
adolescence in wine country, to 
adulthood when, as a Christian 
Brother, be stoked the fires of his 
passion for educational reform: first 
at St. Mary's College in Moraga, 

Calif., then at St. John's in Annapolis. 
"I just learned from a woman we both knew that Jacob 

Klein told her that once I came here I would never leave. 
This has turned out to be true," he says, reflecting on his 
appointment to St. John's in 1972. 

For Brother Robert, the Program is perpetually new. 
"Each person is asking their own questions; that is the 
heart of education," he contends. "There's a new conversa
tion every time. You see the repeated miracle, each year, of 
how students develop, with a renewal of life each time." 

To generations of Johnnies, Brother Robert has served 
"as practical advisor, career counselor, spiritual guide, 
almost Any mentor-like role," says tutor emeritus Elliott 
Zuckerman (HA95) . No one has been so unswervingly 
devoted to the college, to the seminar in particular, and, 
personally, to [former Annapolis dean] Jacob Klein." 

During his graduate school years in D.C., tutor Michael 
Dink (A75) enjoyed Brother Robert's standing offer of a 
guest room in his Market Street apartment. "At breakfast," 
Dink recalls, " I did my best to keep up my end of the con
versation, regardless of what kind of night I had .. .. These 
talks helped me to keep a sane perspective on the some
times trying world of graduate school." 

Devotion to faith, friendship, and the practice of teach
ing underlie Brother Rober t's story, which began in a "very 
interesting part of Oakland," home to a flood of German 
refugees fleeing the persecution of Catholics under Otto 
von Bismarck, chancellor of the German Empire. 

"At the beginning of the Prussian takeover, Bismarck 
made life very difficult in Germany. A lot of these people, 
specifically Franciscans, were aware of California because 
that order had missions there." Brother Robert explains 
how these "highly educated people started a parish in what 
was then the edge of Oakland. Now it's deep in Oakland but 
the parish is still there." 

He remembers orchards near his grammar school, where 
German nuns taught using methods "in advance of 
Catholic schools anywhere." 

"I benefited from that. I grew up in that parish and that 
sch ool, and I'm very grateful. It was far-seeing, a wider out
look," he says. At a Christian Brothers high school in 
Berkeley, he met the brothers and liked them. "I wanted to 
do what they were doing-so I joined them." 

In the fall of 1930, while a novice, he picked grapes 
and was part of the group who moved the Christian 
Brothers Winery to their 400 acres in Napa Valley. During 
Prohibition, because it was legal to sell alcohol for religious 
purposes, the ,v:inerywas allowed to stay open. 

"As recently as 15 years ago, over half the brandy in this 
country was our brandy," he recalls. Today, with their win
ery closed, the Brothers keep a small hospital on this land 
high in the hills above Napa, but rent the remaining acres to 
Stone Winery. 

Founded in France in 1680, the Christian Brothers (an 
order of teachers who are not priests) spoke to the needs 

{ THE Co LL EGE. St. John's College. Spring 2005 ) 

{TH E T U TOR S } 
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of the working poor as these 
people made the transition 
from rural to city life. 
According to Brother 
Robert, the founder saw "a 
crying need to provide free 
education," which allowed 
for "the very beginning of 
the possibility oflower-class 
people rising." In this time 
of Louis the XIV, with finan
cial support from nobility, 

BROTHER ROBERT SMITH, SAY 

HIS FORMER STUDENTS, "MADE 

HIMSELF THE BEST OF FRIENDS." 

we were at war and various 
people said: 'You'll eventu
ally get into this war, and it 
won't be a good thing for 
you.' " Instead, in 1943 he 
went to Laval University, in 
Quebec, where he studied 
philosophy. 

the Brothers initiated radically new 
schools, which were French rather 
than Latin-based. These schools 
were for shoemakers, shipbuilders, 
and other working people who des
perately needed the basics of math, 
reading, and writing to survive in 
the cities. The movement started in 

"You see the repeated miracle., 
each yea0 cf how 

students develop. . " 

He doesn't regret that choice. " It 
turns out they were right." He 
remembers studying with people 
who had started at Louvain and 
had to leave. " Laval was extremely 
lively. There were refugees from 
other European countries," creat-BROTHER ROBERT SMITH , TUTOR 

Rheims and quickly spread to Paris, 
Avignon, and Rome. 

Almost two centuries later, when Pope Pius IX asked 
Brothers from France to serve in California, they were 
reluctant to go. " In effect, the Pope gave a polite order to 
get us there, and we've been there ever since," Brother 
Robert says. "We had to do things we didn't do in France," 
such as teaching Latin and Greek to a more affluent popula
tion, that oflawyers, doctors, and priests. "We had to scrape 
around and find teachers who were competent," he says. 

Thus arose St. Mary's College in 1863, which the 
Brothers took over in 1869 and run to this day. After attend
ing St. Mary's as an undergraduate, Brother Robert taught 
in a Sacramento high school for a number of years, a 
requirement of his order. 

He recounts that, when he joined the order, there 
were ten thousand French Brothers as opposed to three 
thousand non-French. He'd grown to love French and, for 
graduate work, wanted to attend Louvain, in Belgium, "but 

ing an exciting mix of teachers and 
students. 

After returning to St. Mary's as a teacher, Brother Robert 
continued work on his dissertation: liberal arts from the 
point of view of St. Thomas Aquinas, completed and pub
lished in 1947. A grant allowed him to spend the following 
summer at Edinburgh University. "I studied, amongst 
other things, Hume," he admits, laughing. " He's not my 
favorite philosopher, but he came from that university. So I 
had a good taste of him there." 

In 1953, after a year in Rome, he was back at St. Mary's 
teaching large lecture classes. "We already had seminars, 
but these lecture classes were the usual ones. At St. Mary's, 
we always had our eye on new needs and new ways of doing 
things, and that connects ,vith St. John's." 

Innovation at St. Mary's had much to do with a layman 
teaching there, James L. Haggerty, who was acquainted 
with the original committee who went to the University 
of Chicago in pursuit of "the ideal form of education." 
Brother Robert tells how the partial successes at Chicago, 
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"THE BROTHER" 

Annapolis tutor Howard Zeiderman worked with Brother 
Robert in many environments. "The most memorable 
ti me I spent with Robert was when he accompanied me to 
participate in a Touchstones program we had in prison. 
He and I and six others joined 12 inmates for a go-minute 
seminar. That day the men had selected a text in Touch
stones, a selection by St. Theresa of Avila, on prayer." 

such as changing the under
graduate structure but 
preserving departments, did
n't satisfy Scott Buchanan and 
others working with him. So, 
at St. John's in Annapolis, 
"We started anew here, eradi
cating traditional departments 
and transforming the lecture 
system to education through 
conversation. 

Brother Robert didn't wear his collar and was quicl for 
the beginning part of the conversation. But after about 
five minuLes, Zciderman recalls, Brother Robert began 

people, sometimes, with very 
ordinary students. I thought 
every student should have the 
same chance." 

to talk about forgiveness. "The men were transfixed. 
None moved when the warning bells sounded, and Lhe 
guards finally came LO move them along to their lunch," 
Zeiderman says. "As we left, they referred to him as 
brother-a title of friendship. However as the months 
passed, each time I came into prison, they asked about 
Robert and referred to him as Brother Smith. Finally they 
simply began to ask after 'the Brother,' a phrase no one 
had ever heard them use before. Ile simply, even when 
looking like the resl of us, became BroLher Robert." ♦ 

He spent his sabbatical 
year of 1964 in Venice study
ing Rabelais . "Rabelais 
despised the system under 
which he was educated and 
decided to get free of it. I've 
read him, cover to cover, 

At St. Mary's, Haggerty 
introduced changes, as far as 
he could, such as reading original sources and implement
ing the seminar. " He talked to all of us about the wonderful 
thing that was going on at St. John's. We sent people to 
St. John's to look at it," Brother Robert remembers. "We 
became closer to St. John's." 

In the fall ofx956, St. Mary's received a grant to explore 
possibilities for educational reform. Haggerty, initially 
responsible, became ill. "Somebody had to run it, so I was 
put in charge all the sudden," says Brother Robert. "All I 
knew was St. John's. By that time, I had visited a number 
of times." 

Visits were sweeter due to Raymond Wilburn, a former 
St. John's dean, who befriended Brother Robert while 
Wilburn was stationed at a naval pre-flight school, located 
on the campus at St. Mary's during the war. Wilburn wrote 
letters for Brother Robert "to be nicely treated" during 
his visits. 

He recalls one trip in particular, when he attended a 
seminar taught by Jacob Klein. " I was overwhelmed by it, 
so I made a point of getting to know him. We became 
friends and we remained friends until he died." 

While in charge of the new project at St. Mary's, Brother 
Robert called on Klein, Richard Scofield, and others for 
help. He describes "bold projects," such as bringing in peo
ple from outside St. Mary's to examine each senior on his 
essay. " I would not do that again. I was matching important 

many times." After Brother 
Robert returned to the states, 

Klein invited him to give a lecture. 
" I enjoyed it," he says. "I think the students did, too. I 

was more rambunctious than I would be now." He admits to 
quoting Rabelais "in all kinds of unseemly ways that I 
wouldn't do now ... " 

But after lecture, " Klein told me I would probably be 
invited to teach here." 

And he was. Students of his first class, a junior seminar in 
1966-67, made him an honorary member. He corresponds 
with some of them to this day. 

" By committing himself as a teacher to thinking together 
with his students about what matters to them, Brother 
Robert has made himself the best of friends," says Steve 
Werlin (A85). " It has also led him to surprising places. He 
can speak well of Aristotle, Montaigne, and Baudelaire, but 
also about the Talking Heads." Now a teacher himself, 
Werlin relies on Brother Robert's advice: "Start where the 
students are." 

For the remainder of the 1960s, Brother Robert returned 
to his duties at St. Mary's. " I had to put the new project in 
good enough shape" before getting permission to transfer. 

But when the time was ripe for Klein's prediction to come 
true, Brother Robert telephoned Klein, asking, " Does 
it make any difference to St. John's if I come this year 
or next?" 

" It makes a difference to me," Klein replied. ♦ 
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NIETZSCHE 'S 
FAVORITE WRIT ERS 

BY JOHN VERDI 

t is probably true that all of us 
ought to read more books by 
those authors with whom we 
deeply disagree , because only 
they have the power to force us 
to rethink our comfortable 

ideas. Most of us, however, do not do so, 
but instead gravitate to those authors in 
whose books we recognize our own 
thoughts expressed more fully and con
vincingly, or so we would like to think. In 
any event Nietzsche cautions us against 
reading any author "of whom it is appar
ent that he wanted to produce a book," 
but urges us to read " only those whose 
thoughts unintentionally became a 
book." (The Wanderer and His Shadow, 
I2I) Perhaps we should trust no idea at all 

that comes to us while we are reading; as 
Nietzsche says, "only ideas won by walk
ing have anyvalue." (Twilight of the Idols, 
I, 34) 

Still, Nietzsche himself read widely, 
and while we may not always find his inter
pretations of his predecessors accurate or 
fair, he certainly did have his favorite 
writers, those in whom he heard echoes of 
his own insights and struggles, or who 
represented to him types of their age, dis
tillations of the thought around them, or 
who entered the great conversation with a 
destructive impulse, in an attempt to 
refashion thought after their own image. 
Our favorite authors are simply those we 
cannot escape, because they are too close 
to us, for better or worse. Our favorites 
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"Our favorite author.s are .simply 
those we cannot escape. " 

JOHN VERDI, TUTOR 

READING NIETZSCHE'S FAVORITES GIVES US MORE INSIGHT INTO A 

PUZZLING AUTHOR, SAYS TUTOR JOHN VERDI. 
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reveal aspects of ourselves that might otherwise remain 
undetected, and so it can be valuable to reflect on them. For 
a similar reason we might better understand what Nietzsche 
means to us-what Nietzsche ought to mean to us-by asking 
who the writers were that he could not leave behind. Niet
zsche's pantheon of favorites is large, and I have chosen only 
a few and not necessarily those who exerted the most 
influence on him. In making this selection I am, to be sure, 
revealing a favoritism of my own. 

HERACLITUS 

In the fragments of Heraclitus Nietzsche found a man who 
was willing to live without the metaphysical comfort given 
by belief in things that persistently endure. 0wqmjJuLorrao
rcavra peL, ouoev µevu: Everything changes, nothing 
remains steadfast. Nietzsche says that around Heraclitus he 
felt "altogether warm and better than anywhere else. The 

affirmation of passing away and destroying, which is the 
decisive feature of a Dionysian philosophy; saying "Yes" to 
opposition and war; becoming, along with a radical repudia
tion of the very concept of being-all this is clearly more 
closely related to me than anything else to date." (Ecce 
Homo, IV, 3) Throughout his life Nietzsche considered him
self a disciple of Heraclitus. While St. John's does not try to 
inculcate this reverence in its freshmen, we do ask them to 
translate many of his fragments in the language tutorial. 

Their depth and power, contained in such brief, aphoris
tic compass, invariably proves a remarkable springboard for 
reflection on the depth and power of all language. 

T HUCYD IDES 

Thucydides is another program author Nietzsche consid
ered a favorite, because Thucydides "takes the most 
comprehensive and impartial delight in all that is typical in 
men and events and believes that to each type there pertains 
a quantum of good sense: this he seeks to discover." (Day
break, 168) While this reason for his love of Thucydides 
might seem at odds with his praise for individuality and 
transcendence, and his beckoning to the " Overman," 
themes that pervade his later work, still Nietzsche often 
wonders "what might yet be made of man" as a species 
(Beyond Good and Evil, n8), andhow"the type 'man'" can 
be enhanced. (Beyond Good and Evil, 2.57) He believes that 
in Thucydides we see the "last glorious flower" of " that 
culture of the most impartial knowledge of the world," a 

culture that after Socrates, Plato, and Jesus, becomes "pale 
and ungraspable," even "immoral." (Daybreak, 103) 
Nietzsche's praise ofThucydidcs makes me wonder if, in the 
famous dialogue between the Melians and the Athenians 
over the fate ofMclos, the historian even means for us to ask 
whether it is the one or the other who are right. Might the 
moral question be exactly the one Thucydides wants not to 
raise? As if to suggest this, Nietzsche asks a rhetorical 
question: " Does one reproach Thucydides for the words 
he put into the mouths of the Athenian ambassadors when 
they negotiated with the Melians on the question of destruc
tion or submission?" (Will to Power, 42.9) The Athenians 
argue from power, yet don't we find their words compelling, 
if not decisive? 

P LATO 

Nietzsche could never escape Plato. His relationship with 
him and with Socrates often reads like a rocky love affair. On 
the one hand he praises, saying: "One can conceive philoso
phers as those who make the most extreme efforts to test 
how far man could elevate himself-Plato especially" ( Will to 
Power, 973) and "What is needed above all is an absolute 
skepticism toward all inherited concepts (of the kind that 
one philosopher perhaps possessed-Plato, of course-for 
he taught the reverse)." ( Will to Power, 409) On the other 
hand he considers what has derived from Plato to be a sick
ness. "My cure from all Platonism has always been Thucy
dides. Thucydides, and perhaps the Principe of Machiavelli, 
are related to me closely by their unconditional will not to 
deceive themselves and not to see reason in reality." 
(Twilight of the Idols, V, 2.) Nietzsche praises Plato as "the 
most beautiful growth of antiquity," but one who invented 
"the worst, most durable, and most dangerous of all errors 
so far ... the pure spirit and the good as such." (Beyond Good 
and Evil, 2) Nietzsche also complains that "since Plato 
philosophy has been dominated by morality." { Will to 
Power, 412.) Philosophy has lost the ability to blur the 
boundary between good and evil, in the way that Nietzsche 
believes Thucydides could do naturally, to the extent even 
of denying that morality has any role to play in our under
standing of human actions. Plato and Socrates represent for 
Nietzsche the triumph ofreason and dialectic over intuition 
and instinct. Nietzsche, however, struggles to make clear 
that "one does not make men better when one represents to 
them that virtue is demonstrable and asks for reasons." 

{ TH E Co LL e c; E . St. John 's College . Spring 2005 ) 

{O N NIE T ZSC H E } 2.I 

(Will to Power, 441), which 
is what he thinks Plato and 
Socrates do. If our favorite 
writers ought to be the ones 
that do us the most good, 
then perhaps we ought 
to include Plato in our list 
of Nietzsche's favorites, 
though Plato did not give 
him the sort of comfort we 
often seek in our favorite 
authors. But Nietzsche 
rarely sought comfort. 

MONTAIGNE 

Nietzsche thought that 
honesty was the one virtue 
left to "free spirits," among 
whom he counted himself. 
"So few writers are honest 
that one ought really to 
mistrust anyone who 
writes." (Schopenhauer as 
Educator, 2,) In Montaigne, 
however, he found the most ~ 
honest of writers. Mon- 8 
taigne's willingness to 
explore his own character and the prejudices with which he 
himself reads and writes is what impresses and stimulates 
Nietzsche most. "Since getting to know this freest and 
mightiest of souls, I at least have come to feel what he felt 
about Plutarch: 'as soon as I glance at him I grow a leg or a 
wing.' " (Ibid.) Montaigne's honesty also infuses what Niet
zsche considers his other admirable quality: "a cheerfulness 
that really cheers ... with certainty and simplicity, courage 
and strength ... as a victor ... for there is cheerfulness only 
when there is victory." (Ibid.) Montaigne hides nothing and 
because he is deeply interested in the world as it is and as it 
has been reflected in great books, he serves for Nietzsche as 
a kind of Thucydides of the soul. 

PASCAL 

Nietzsche sees personified in Pascal the conflict between 
science and faith. While Nietzsche attacks both, Pascal.felt 

NIETZSCHE RARELY SOUGHT 

COMFORT IN THE WORKS HE READ. 

them both, and for this Niet
zsche loves him. " He has 
taught me such an infinite 
amount-the only logical 
Christian." (Letter to Georg 
Brandes) At the age of 16 
Pascal wrnte a treatise on 
conic sections, a text that 
marks the beginning of his 
very fruitful work in science 
and mathematics, and which 
students at St. John's read as 
sophomores. Then at the 
age of 31 he experienced a 
conversion and devoted the 
rest of his short life to 
religious matters and to 
introspection . Nietzsche 
considers him "the most 
instructive victim of Chris
tianity." (Ecce Homo, II, 3) 
According to Nietzsche, 

Pascal carries Christianity to its logical conclusion, "self
contempt and self-abuse" ( Will to Power, #2,52,), a condition 
in which "everything is sin, even our virtues." ( Will to 
Power, #786) In such a condition reason, too, is corrupt and 
faith is needed for every kind of kno,ving. Furthermore, in 
his writing Pascal seems to share some of the honesty that 
for Nietzsche characterizes Montaigne. "One should not 
conceal ... how our thoughts have come to us. The pro
foundest and least exhausted books will probably always 
have something of the aphoristic and unexpected character 
of Pascal's Pensees." (Will to Power, #42.4) Both writers tell 
us not only what they think, but how they came to think so, 
which can be enormously supportive for those of us who 
struggle simply to try to think a few good thoughts. 

H EIN RI CH H EINE 

Heinrich H eine was a German poet, cnuc, and writer 
of Jewish heritage who converted to Protestanti sm for 
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practical reasons. Nietzsche admired his work immensely 
throughout his life, and wrote of him: "The highest concep
tion of the lyric poet was given me by Heinrich Heine . ... He 
possesses that divine malice without which I cannot imagine 
perfection .... And how he employs German! It will one day 
be said that Heine and I have been by far the first artists of 
the German language." (Ecce Homo, III, 4) In Heine can 
perhaps be found the seeds of two of Nietzsche's most 
famous pronouncements, the death of God and the eternal 
return of the same. In The History of Religion and Philoso
phy in Germany, H eine writes: "Do you hear the little bell 
ring? Kneel down. They are bringing the sacraments to a 
dying god." (Book II) And in his Last Poems and Thoughts, 
we find this: " However long a time may pass, according to 
the eternal laws governing the combinations of this eternal 
play of repetition, all meet, attract, repulse, kiss, and 
corrupt each other again." (We also find the eternal return 
suggested by another poet Nietzsche admired, Friedrich 
Holderlin, in his unfinished play, The Death of Empedocles. 
Empedocles speaks: "Go, and fear nothing. Everything 
recurs./ And what's to come already is complete.") 

R ALPH WALD O E MERSON 

Perhaps the writer Nietzsche held dearest from early in life 
to late, and the one he returned to again and again, is an 
American, Ralph Waldo Emerson . Nietzsche read Emerson 
(in German translation) while a student at Schulpforta, and 
after he lost his much-annotated copy of Emerson's Essays 
some years later, he soon replaced it. While in the end the 
differences between the two men may be greater than their 
similarities, there is no question that Nietzsche found much 
to admire in Emerson's views of nature and history, of 
the role of genius in human culture, and of the paradoxical 
character of good and evil. The first edition of The Gay 
Science quotes Emerson's essay "History" in an epigraph. 
"To the poet and sage, all things are friendly and hallowed, 
all experiences profitable, all days holy, all men divine." 

What Nietzsche finds in Emerson is a thinker who, like 
Heraclitus, sees the natural world as shot through with 
impermanence. "There are no fixtures in nature. The 
universe is fluid and volatile. Permanence is but a word of 
degrees." (Circles) He finds a man who recognizes that 
"man .. .is that middle point, whereof every thing may be 
affirmed and denied with equal reason." (Spiritual Laws) 
H e finds a writer who acknowledges that "we do not see 

directly, but mediately, and that we have no means of 
correcting these colored and distorting lenses which we are, 
or of computing the amount of their errors." (Experience) 
Nietzsche also discovered in Emerson someone who was 
willing to say: " I would gladly be moral ... but I have set 
my heart on honesty." (Experience) In general Emerson's 
skeptical attitude toward custom and conventionality is 
thoroughly Nietzschean. Of both thinkers one might say (as 
Nietzsche does say of Schopenhauer by citing Emerson): 
"Beware when the great God lets loose a thinker on this 
planet. Then all things are at risk. It is as when a conflagra
tion has broken out in a great city, and no man knows what is 
safe, or where it will end. There is not a piece of science but 
its flank may be turned tomorrow; there is not any literary 
reputation, not the so-called eternal names of fame, that 
may not be revised and condemned." (Nietzsche, Schopen
hauer as Educator; Emerson, Circles) 

A N EC LECTI C LI ST 

While I promised only to give my favorites of Nietzsche's 
favorites, I ought also to mention some of the other writers 
Nietzsche admired, though his attitude toward most was 
ambivalent. The list is eclectic. There are the great apho
rists: La Rochefoucauld, Lichtenberg, Chamfort, Leopardi. 
There are the German giants: Kant, Goethe, Hegel, 
Schopenhauer. There is Spinoza, the "purest sage," who 
because he denied free will, teleology, and the moral world 
order, also stands "beyond good and evil." There are the 
Eastern influences, especially Buddhism, which Nietzsche 
came to know largely through his reading of Schopenhauer, 
and Zoroastrianism, founded by the Persian, Zoroaster, or 
Zarathustra. ( Could Emerson's description of Zarathustra in 
Character have influenced Nietzsche's development of his 
version of the character?) And then there is Dostoevsky. 
Nietzsche considered his discovery of Dostoevsky in 1887 to 
have been "one of the most beautiful strokes of fortune 
in [his] life." (Twilight of the Idols, IX, 45) I wonder what 
twentieth-century writers Nietzsche would have esteemed, 
but then I realize that hardly one has not been affected by 
him to some degree. Would not the literature of the last 
century be to Nietzsche a mirror in which the reflected 
image, while perhaps distorted, would nonetheless be a 
familiar one? ♦ 

John Verdi is a tutor in Annapolis. 
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BEYOND THE BOOKS 
Revisiting Nietzsche in Sils-Maria 

BY JENNIFER A. DONNELLY, A96 

---• he rituals of open
ing questions, 
seminar and don 
rags vanish after 
graduation from 
St. John's. But the 
night the bells of 
McDowell Hall 
tolled my class's 

submission of our senior essays, an 
aphorism by Nietzsche, on whom I had 
written my essay, seemed co ring out like 
an opening question to the rest of our 
lives. "What good is a book," he asks in 
The Gay Science, "that does not even 
carry us beyond all books?" 

As is often the case with Nietzsche, 
the formulation is enigmatic: we know 
that the man who articulated it was an 
avid reader, a prolific writer and a profes
sional philologist, and we notice that the 
format used to question the value of 
books is, well, a book. But for us, 
students of the "great books" program, 
the teasing becomes almost a taunt. 
What good are these books to which we devote ourselves for four 
years? And what does it mean to be carried beyond them? 

After seven years of being nagged by these questions, I made 
a journey to what could be considered their source: the Nietzsche 
Haus in Sils-Maria, the remote village in southeastern Switzer
land's Engadine valley where the philosopher spent several 
summers and produced some of his most notorious works. 
Despite having poured my heart into my senior essay on Beyond 
Good and Evil, I had not pursued further studies on Nietzsche or 
in philosophy. On that first visit, however, I lovingly toted my 
careworn copy of that book, its marginalia ranging from smiley 
faces to question marks to "Yes!" 

The house in which Nietzsche used to board now shelters a 
small museum, library, and archive that present elements of his 
life and ideas, as well as some aspects of the remarkably rich 
literary and artistic history of the region (which drew authors 

THE VIEW FROM JENNIFER DONNELLY'S ROOM IN THE NIETZSCHE HAUS, 

WHERE THE PHILOSOPHER STAYED REGULARLY IN THE I88os. 

from Rainer Maria Rilke and Hermann Hesse to Anne Frank 
and Pablo Neruda). When co-curator Mirella Carbone mentioned 
that a few rooms are allocated to artists, scholars, and writers, I 
wondered whether the Engacline's reputed "champagne air" had 
gone to my head. The prospect of unbroken space and time for 
reflection stretched out wide and inviting like the glacier-topped 
pea.ks, temperamental skies, and glassy lakes that inspired 
Nietzsche's idea of"eternal return." 

So return I did. One year later, the toy-like RhiitischeBahn train 
was carrying me up an unending succession of misty switchbacks, 
steep terrain that Nietzsche somehow covered in a horse-drawn 
carriage. This stay in Sils-Maria was to last a month. Although I 
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was eager to reread Nietzsche 
in the environment that had 
so powerfully inspired him, it 
wasn't my intention to make 
a pilgrimage to his ghost. 
Rather, having recently com
pleted a master's thesis on art 
museums in Paris, which for 
five years had been home, I 
was mainly seeking distance 
from everyday life in order to 
WTite and think about some
thing else, such as where my 
next steps might lead. 

My room in the Nietzsche 
Haus turned out to share one 
wall with that of its more 
famous resident. It also bore 
the type of Spartan furnish
ings upon which he had 
insisted-little more than a 
single bed and a WTiting 
desk-although I had the 
benefit of electric lamps and 
a sink instead of gas lanterns 
and a washstand. I soon 
determined that my ends 
were best achieved not by sit
ting at that desk, but by setting out into 
the mountains framed by the window 
above it. As I climbed the trails, one 
panorama wouJd unfold into the next 
and high-altitude valleys would come 
into view; peaks previously hidden 
would rise up, compelling me to con
tinue moving, often over snow fields 
and glacier streams, in hopes of glimps
ing whatever Jay beyond. 

Just so, fresh perspectives on my life 
down in the "flatlands" (to borrow 
Thomas Mann's phrase from The Magic 
Mountain , set in nearby Davos) sug
gested themselves. The insights some
times evaporated, but other times they 
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" .. the texu on the Program 
create a sort of mental 

landscape through which 
we Johnnies-and all those 
who reai debat~ and write 

aboutthegreatbooks
have earned the passport 

to wander. " 
J ENNIFER A. DONNELLY, A96 
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REVISTING N I ETZSCHE SENT 

DONNELLY BACK TO P ARIS WITH 

NEW APPRECIATION FOR THE 

PROGRAM IN GENERAL. 

evolved into realizations about 
how I had wound up where I 
was and resolutions about how 
to proceed forward. The sound 
of the German verb for "to 
hike," wandern, aptly cap
tured this dual motion of 
rambling across slopes and 

meandering through thoughts. 
Furthermore, so resounding 

is the echo between Niet
zsche's writings and the Enga
dine landscape that the hiking 
paths-wanderwege-turned 
out to give as direct an access 
to his ideas as did the well
stocked shelves of the Niet
zsche Haus library and the 
Biblioteca Engiadinaisa. Trail 
guidebooks quote the philoso
pher on the scenery (he 
described a lake as " milk

green ") and designate his favorite trails 
(rarely too steep, because of his fragile 
health). At the tip of the Chaste penin
sula jutting into the serene lake of Sils, 
where he dreamed of living in "a sort of 
ideal dog-kennel," a boulder is engraved 
with a passage from Zaratlwstra: "AJl joy 
longs for eternity .... " 

On one hike, the words fit the scenery 
with an exactitude that was downright 
eerie. Takjng a break, listening to cow
bells ringing through the valley, I 
opened On the Advantages and Disad
vantages of History for Life. "Consider 
the herd before you," the book begins, 

l 

t 
I 
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launching a discourse on the dangers of historical memory by 
describing a herd of grazing cattle. 

Off the trails, the magnetic gcist of the Nietzsche Haus and 
its centrality in the Engadinc's cultural and intellectual life 
encouraged the conversations that, as all Johnnies know, round 
out reading and reflection. I met a Scottish professor from 
the University of 
Hawaii writing the 
preface to his transla-
tion of Zarathustra, a 
Ziirich screenwriter, 
and a Swiss-German 
novelist. Even the 
library seemed to hum 
with the whispers of 
the absent authors of 
weighty dissertations 
sent from all corners 
of the globe like trave
logues from the terri
tory of Nietzsche's 
thought. 

The image of those 
heavily footnoted the
ses loomed in my 
mind when co-curator 
Joachim Jung asked me to explain my link to the house's 
namesake. As I rendered into clumsy German a 20-year-old's 
interpretation of Nietzsche's "philosophy of the future," I won
dered whether my unmediated reading of that book was merely a 
straying into a thick forest, and my senior essay for St. John's a 
valiant but inexpert attempt to plot my haphazard steps back 
through it. 

I reread that essay, after descending to the flatlands of Paris, for 
the first time since handing it in that cold January night in 
Annapolis. Since my focus had been morality, religion, and dog
matism, the ending surprised me: "Art," I had concluded, "is 
beyond good and evil. ... " Though I would no longer dare to 
defend this proclamation as earnestly as I might have at my senior 
oral, I like to consider it a portend to my later experiences of 
studying and working in the field of the visual arts. 

This perspective on my study of Nietzsche at St John's leads me 
back to my opening question: what is the value of studying the 
program books? Writing a senior essay on Nietzsche certainly did 

not make me an authority on his philosophy. But reading his work 
in the Engadine years later reminded me that the texts on 
the program create a sort of mental landscape through 
which we Johnnies-and all those who read, debate, and write 
about the great books- have earned the passport to wander. The 
books (as well as the musical scores, the scientific papers, 

THE MOUNTAINS T HAT INSPIR ED NI ETZSCH E 

GAVE DONNELLY NEW INSIGHTS INTO THE 

PHILOSOPHER'S IDEAS. 

and the mathematical 
texts) can inform our 
decisions, spark new 
ideas, and color our 
experiences long after 
our formal studies 
end. And we need not 
become experts on 
a book or its author 
in order to be instruct-
cd, entertained or 
even annoyed, any 
more than we need be 
Alpinists to hike up a 
mountain. 

As for defining my 
next steps, walking 
through Nietzsche's 
mountains convinced 
me that reorienting 
oneself is a process 
that never ends. "Der 
Weg ist das Ziel, " ran 

an ad in a paper I read over morning coffee at the Nietzsche Haus: 
the path is the goal. The real challenge is not to stick to a narrow 
trail but to keep climbing with all the strength in our limbs and 
hearts in search of the most breathtakjng views. ♦ 

Notes: Nietzsche's description of the lake as "milk-green" is found 
in Eugen E. Hiisler's Engadin, Bruckmann Verlag, Munich 2001. 
His favorite trails are described in Paul Raabe 's Spaziergange 
<lurch Nietzsches Sils-Maria, Arche Verlag AC, Zurich-Hamburg, 
1994. Nietzsche's description of his retreat as a "sort of ideal dog
kennel" is mentioned in a letter to Carl von Gersdorff, 28 June 
1883, cited in The Nietzsche Haus in Sils-Maria, by Peter Andre 
Bloch, Calanda Verlag, Eng. trans. Albi &Julia Rosenthal. 
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NAVY PREVAILS! 
Cold and Rain Fatl to Dampen Spirits 

at the 23rd Annual Croquet Match 
BY ROSEMARY HARTY 

eforc the match started, the 
only thing to grumble about 
was the weather: unseasonably 
cold, windy, patches of rain
the kind of weather that calls 
for abandoning the picture hat 

and sun dress in favor of a down coat and 
jeans. Nevertheless, the crowd of alumni, 
students, and townies approached 500. They 
enjoyed the party under umbrellas, tents, 
and blankets. 

But then, the unthinkable! With the score 
tied 2-z, a Navy team edged past Chris Mules 
(Ao6) and Tristan Evans-Wilcnt (Ao7) after 
the Johnnies tried a risk)' move and ended 
up "staked out" by their opponents. 
In hockey, it was the equivalent of sitting 
in a penalty box while the winning team 
scores on a power play. Jn basketball, it was 
like watching a three-pointer swish through 
the net with your best player on the bench 
after fouling out. 

It was a well-played, competitive, exciting 
croquet match-just what the two teams who 
took the field were hoping for. The Mids 
emerged from Woodward Hall to Queen's 
"Under Pressure." The theme from 
The A-Team played as the Johnnies came 
out dressed like characters from the movie 
Napoleon Dynamite, in badly stenciled 
white t-shirts that said "Vote for Pedro," 
short-shorts, and geeky headbands. 

The two teams were tied for most of the 
afternoon, with St. John's clinching one of 
the final games when senior Cara Lammey 
hit a winning stroke. 

"I knew it was now or never ifl was going 
to play a match-I also know they needed a 
token girl," she explained. 

Imperial Wicket Nick Whittier (Ao5) 
had nothing but praise for the Navy team. 
Having beaten Navy in an intercollegiate 
competition a few short weeks before, 

Whittier wasn't expecting 
an upset. 

" Some of their best play
ers had an ei,.traordinary 
game, and some of ours had 
one or two off shots-and 
that's all it takes," he says. 
"I think the Navy team is 
excellent." 

Overall, St John's has won 
r8 matches co Navy's five 
wins. The last time Navy 
upset the Johnnies was in 
zoor. Navy's captain, Adam 
Todd, declared himself 
"stoked" over the win. 
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MIDSHIPMEN ADAM TODD (LEFT) AND 

ALEX PLUMER GREET NICK WHITTIER (Ao5, 

RIGHT) AND JOHN GERARD (Aos) FOR A 

FIERCE BATTLE. 

"It was a great match," he said. "The 
Johnnies came out and played an excelJent 
game." 

The Navy team of Dustin Wood (next 
year's captain) and Eric Watt succeeded in 
"staking out" the Johnnies by hitting a rover 
ball, a move the Johnnies had just tried 
unsuccessfully. That forced the Johnnies to 
sit out two rounds, allowing Navy the win. 
Navy fans rushed the field in triumph. 

Did the Navy team put in extra practice 
this year? "We practiced less because of the 
bad weather," he said. 

A few days after the match, Todd was 
unable to say where the Mids planned to 
display the Annapolis Cup, the thrift-store 
trophy awarded the winners of the match. 
" I didn't even know there was a 'cup,'" 
he said. "I had always thought it was just 
a myth." ♦ 

SANTA FE CHILI 

SAVES THE DAY 
Alumni traveled from as far away as 
California to attend the annual Croquet 
match against the Naval Academy, and 
their spirits were only slightly wilted by 
gloomy weather and ignominious defeat. 
The weather didn't stop a group of Santa 
Fe alumni from pulling off a pre-Home
coming reunion, or deter a group of young 
Annapolis alumni from pitching a tent 
and enjoying a banquet of potato-leek 
soup, vichyssoise, and salmon. 

Tanya Hadlock-Piltz (Ao5) flew in from 
Los Angeles to see her friends- all of 
whom were dressed to the nines. "This is 
homecoming for us," said Hadlock-Piltz. 

The Santa Fe reunion class of zooo 
used the annual party to stage a pre
Homecoming gathering in Annapolis. 
Many alumni live on the Ease Coast, so 
croquet gave them an impetus to get 
together in case they can't make it back 
to Santa Fe this summer. The group 
consisted ofr4 alumni from the class. and 
even though their plans were somewhat 
compromised by uncooperative weather, 
they had a great time catching up, said 
Alex.is Brown (SFoo, EC03). 

The group rented lodgings in the 
historic district and had Horseman's 
Haven green chili, "a much-loved and 
missed commodity from Santa Fe," 
shipped to the Annapolis alumni office 
before the event. Their plan was to invite 
any Santa Fe alumni and current students 
(a group of about 20 made the trip) whom 
they met during the croquet match to a 
Saturday-evening barbeque. When the 
match was postponed to Sunday because 
of threatening weather, they partied 
amongst themselves, ate more salsa, and 
joined the Waltz party later that night. 
All alumni got to sample the hoc stuff on 
Sunday at the alumni tent. 

"Evcr)one was very happy to have had 
this opportunity to get back together," 
says Brown. "Some ofus hadn't seen each 
other in six years.'' 

Amina Khattak (SFGI95) flew in from 
Norther 1 California, bringing Annika, 3, 
and CyT,1s, r4 months, to introduce them 
to John me croquet. "I try to come out 
every year, but this is their first match," 
she said. ♦ 

{C R OQ UE T} 

CLOCICWISE: ANNAPOLIS '04 GRADS IN THEIR 

FINERY; MEGHAN HUGHES (SFoo) AND HER 

BEAU, PATRICK; LAURENT MERCERON (Ao8); 
AND JUDITH TORGERSON, MOM OF ERIC (Ao7). 

PHOTOS BY MATTHEW BARRICK 
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OPEN SECRETS/I NWARD P ROSPECTS: 
REFLECTIONS ON WORLD AND SOUL 

By Eva Brann 
Paul Dry Books, 2.004 

n her latest book, Annapolis tutor 
Eva Brann has collected 
observations and aphorisms 
written over more than 
30 years. Open Secrets/ 
Inward Prospects divides 

into two sorts: observations about 
our external world well known to 
all but not always openly told, and 
sightings of internal vistas and 
omens, wherein Miss Brann looks 
at herself as a sample soul. 

In the preface to this beautiful 
volume that fits perfectly in one 
hand, Miss Brann describes her 
manner of composition: "I wrote 
these thoughts down on about two 
thousand sheets, two to three 
thoughts per paper, and I kept 
them in some used manila 
envelopes, the earliest of which 
bore a postmark ofI972." 

Most of the sheets lacked a 
notation of when and where they 
were written, she added. "Whether 
about 5,000 articulated notion per 
person per lifetime is about average 
or over or below I cannot tell; they 
certainly stacked up high." 

Miss Braun's instructions for 
approaching the book are these: 
"Open anywhere and if it irks you, 
try another page. This book can be 
long or short-As You Like It." 

Any Johnnie who has been lucky enough 
to enjoy a conversation ,vith Miss Brann
in seminar or outside of it-will understand 
why this little book is a gem. For those 
who haven't had the pleasure, these inter
esting thoughts-a sample of which are 
provided below-wiJJ offer a glimpse of the 
experience. 

Some people's chatter, God bless them, is 
actually self-expression, but for others it's 
self-sacrifice on the altar of sociability to 
join in, and betokens not so much interest 
in what is being said as interest in the mere 
expression of interest, that is, the desire to 
show civility-and to look each other over. 
Sometimes it gets screamingly boring, and 
then you catch a glimpse of one of these 
others feeling likewise-and start a real 
conversation. 

{BIBLIOF I LE} 

To love your country is to love it open
eyedly, sometimes for its flaws, sometimes 
with its flaws, and most often in spite 
of its flaws. It's not so different from 
personal love. 

Miss BRANN's OPEN SECRETS COVERS TOPICS 

INCLUDING MUSIC , INTIMACY, MEMORY, AND 

IMAGINATION. 

Many of us feel ourselves to be living on 
the cusp of time: Great questions are about 
to be settled: Is nature infinitely trans
formable, or does she collapse if her own 
Jaws are used too intrusively against her? 
Is human nature indefinitely malleable or 
does it ttrrn monso·ous when pushed too 
far? How much virtuality can the human 
imagination absorb before it loses its own 
actuality?, etc. I don' t think anything wi II 
be concluded in the short run: Both nature 
and humans will accommodate to more 
impositions than anyone imagined and 
rebel at less provocation than one would 
have thought, and that way things will 
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maunder on for a long, long time. When 
the last judgment is ready to be made we'll 
be Jong gone. 

The heroism of maintenance is severely 
underrated. It is the resistance to human 

and natural eno·opy- that cosmic 
downward trend (which Lucretius 
symbolized in the fundamental fall 
of his atoms), that tendency toward 
deterioration and featureless 
homogeneity that will obtain if the 
world is left alone. (In Washington 
State I Ltscd to see a dentists' bill
board saying "If you ignore your 
teeth they' ll go away.") But it isn't 
only nattue and humanity in its 
natural course that needs to be kept 
going against time's grain; we also 
need a counterinsurgency against 
mindless novelty. Between entropy 
and innovation-that's where my 
heroes a.re at work. 

"Vacation" is a sad word, the 
vacancy of time after the press of 
business. "Leisure" is a lovely 
word, the freedom of time for long
breathed projects. 

No one has sufficiently said what a 
feeling is. I tis pathos, something 
passably suffered, affect. Yet it is 
also motion, being moved out of 
oneself, emotion. No more do we 
know what pleasure is, especially 
psychic pleasure: It seems to be the 
aboriginal accompaniment, not so 

much reaction as concurrent comment
but every analytic description covertly 
involves the word "pleasant." All the 
definitions I've read of feeling or pleasure 
are either diversionary or circular: Even 
my trusty Heritage Dictionary can do no 
better than to lead me from feeling to 
affect and from affect to feeling. And the 
definitions given in books circumvent 
saying what passions are by telling how 
they arise and what they're good for-as if 
origin and effect were what is wanted. 

"Questioning" this or that is an act of 
covert aggression. Question-asking is an 
act of persistent love. 

P ROFILES IN TERROR: T HE GUIDE 
TO M IDDLE EAST TERRORIST 
O RGANIZATIONS 

By Aaron Mannes (AGI97) 
Rowman & Littlefield, 2004 

incc global terrorism emerged 
in the 2.ISt century, it has 
spawned dozens of shadowy 
groups with elusive leaders. 
Aaron Mannes (AGI97) sheds 
light on 20 terrorist organiza

tions in the Middle East and the regional 
groups that are affiliated ·with them in his 
book Pro.files in Terror: The Guide to 
Middle East Terrorist Organizations. 
Mannes, who wrote his handbook for 
journalists, researchers, and those who 
work in counterterrorism, describes 
aspects of each terrorist group, including 
leadership, ideology, financial support, 
targets and tactics, and areas of operation. 

"The modern terrorist phenomenon 
really started when the age of media began. 
It is political theater," says Mannes, who is 
careful to distinguish modern terrorism 
from other insurgencies throughout 
history. "Terrorists play off the nature of 
our modern, wired society and use mass 
media to spread fear and their agendas. 
Terrorists legitimize violence. They say the 
society is so awful that violence as a whole 
is appropriate." 

During times of public stress, like war, 
certain mental illnesses and suicides are 
said to decrease. That's surely not an 
argument for the redemptive power of war 
but an illumination of the human condition 
in peace: Normalcy is the most stringent 
tester of sou.ls. 

Childlike and childish: the ever-young at 
heart and the willfully infantile. The first 
are quirky but lovable, the second just 
irritating. 

"A friend is another self." If so, why 
bother? One ofmc is enough. No, it's just 
because souls are never transparent to each 
other v-.rithout remainder that they see each 
other at all. Mutual opacity keeps us two, 
together but unmerged. 

{BIBLI OF ILE } 

When beginning his research, 
Mannes was fascinated by what he 
calls "asymmetrical warfare," and 
says, "First-world countries such as 
the United States are unbeatable, 
but terrorism has emerged as part 
of a vast equalizing process." Look
ing to the future , Mannes predicts 
more terrorism. "There are differ
ent evolutions - the terrorism that 
achieves a goal, such as the Madrid 
train bombings that effectively got 
Spain to pull out of Iraq. And there 
arc the catastrophes that wreak 
major havoc, violence as a goal in 
and of itself." 

Mannes was inspired by his tutors 
at St. John's to pursue his interest 
in public policy and writing. "All 
my tutors were terrific," says 
Mannes, "but Leo Raditsa (now 
deceased) helped me even after my 
graduation from St. John's. He 
taught me about the importance of 
freedom, liberty, and governments 
that protect and preserve that. 
Governments that undermine 
this are viscious." 

Mannes served as director ofresearch 
at the Middle East Media Institute in 
Washington, D.C., from r998 until 200I. 
He currently works at the University of 
Maryland's "Mind Lab," where he models 
terrorist networks. ♦ 

"Open anywhere and 
if it irks you~ 

try another page. " 
EvA BRANN, TUTOR 

Some looking into themselves come to the 
limit and say, "I am the ground." Others 
see no end and say, "It hath no bottom." 
But perhaps you shouldn't search in the 
soul but through the soul. 

We humans a.re temporally rooted in the 
world, atemporally in the soul. Good 
communities mediate these two realms 
of the secular and the transcendent: Their 
members live their daily life mindful of 
something beyond. 

{ THE Co LL E c E. St. John 's College. Spring 2005 ) 

A PUBLICATION 
OF JINSA PRESS 

AARON MANNES' HANDBOOK DETAILS 

20 TERRORIST ORGANIZATIONS IN THE 

MIDDLE EAST. 

Contrary motions: The young at their best 
are intensely introspective but all their 
dreams are for the world. The old a.re in 
fact rooted in that world but their medita
tions turn inward. -Like passing ships, 
they send tenders across and board briefly, 
bringing news and victuals. Less fancifully, 
coming and going, we've got things to tell 
each other. 

Do my colleagues see themselves, mutatis 
mutandis, as I see my sclf?-a being of 
dubious gravity, urgently perfectionist 
about small things and dilatory about great 
ones, an everlasting amateur frivolously 
suspicious of expertise, kept callow by the 
luck of life that has preserved me from 
chronic tragedy, extensively introspective 
in leisure rested from responsibility-an 
old woman with an unconscionably 
young soul? ♦ 
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THE HosT OF "MARKETPLACE" TUNES IN 
David Brown (AGJ95) takes a liberal arts approach to business news 

BY PATRICIA DEMPSEY 

mid Brown (AGl95) 
says the long oral 

I tradition in radio is 
still vibrant and vital. 
"There's more time on 
radio to engage in the 

art of this tradition, and there's more 
room for nuance." 

Brown is speaking from the Frank 
Stanton Studios in Los Angeles, Calif., 
just a few hours before he goes on the 
air to engage millions oflistcncrs with 
his agile conversation as host of 
"Marketplace," public radio's national 
series about business and life. There's a 
rustle of paper as an assistant slips an 
urgent message under Brown's nose, 
but right now his focus is elsewhere. 
His meandering Southern speech down
shifts, and Brown, who once customized 
and sold Harley-Davidson motorcycles, 
relaxes into a conversation about 
road trips. 

"When I think of favorite road trips, 
one that stands out was the road trip of 
the summer of '95, from Boston to 
Annapolis to attend the Graduate 
Institute," says Brown. "I was working 
in Boston for Monitor Radio at the time; 
Monitor is the public radio broadcast 
produced by the Christian Science 
Monitor newspaper. They offered me this 
gig to host and I said, 'Hey, I'm happy to 
do this hosting gig but this program at 
St. John's is important to me.' "Brown 
asked for the summer off to finish his 
Graduate Institute studies. " I t is so vivid 
in my mind, when I was finally crossing 
the border into Maryland and feeling so 
happy to be heading south of the Mason
Dixon again. And Annapolis as a place 
has such resonance for me." 

A native of Georgia, Brown lived in 
Annapolis in the early 1990s when he 
worked as Washington, D.C., bureau 
chief and chief national correspondent 
for Monitor Radio and Monitor 
Television. In one of those happy 

''.[f you free your.se!f 
expand your per.spective~ 

you can .see that each 
pointef view in/act is 

true. " 
DAVID BROWN (AC195) 

accidents that make a journey memorable, 
when Brown was living in Annapolis he 
stumbled upon St. John's, a perfect match 
for his appetite for intellectual discovery. 
" I was searching for something to keep 
me mentally charged and stimulated," 
says Brown. 

At a political function in Annapolis, 
Brown met a recent GI grad. "He was 
enthusiastic, incandescent even, about 
his experience at St. John's. So I met 
with [graduate admissions coordinator] 
Miriam Callahan-Hean. At that time 
the Graduate Institute was housed in 
Mellon Hall and we walked around and 
I remember thinking, 'This is extraordi
nary-there are conversations about 
conversations going on here.' " 

The ideas Brown encountered in his 
conversations at St. John's find a forum 
in his distinctive radio show today. "I ate 
it up. I loved it. The reading, the being 
exposed to ideas I wouldn't have exposed 
myself to if left to my own devices," says 
Brown. "I'm not a math person, but not a 
week goes by that I don't think about 
Lobachevsk.--y and Euclid and parallels. 
You can see it, visualize it-the parallel 
lines into infinity. I remember thinking, 
'This is not possible. How can these 
mutually exclusive ideas-Euclid's classic 
definition of parallels and Lobachevsky's 
vision oflines infinitely approaching 
each other-both be true?' "says Brown. 
"This opened a way of seeing things for 
me in journalism. If you free yourself, 
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expand your perspective, you can see that 
each point of view in fact is true." 

"I also think quite often of 
Tocqueville's Democracy in America," 
says Brown, who owns three copies of 
Tocqueville's book and keeps one on 
his bedside table. "When I look at the 
domestic scene, so many of his 
observations hold true today, such 
as the religiosity of Americans, the 
role race plays in the American 
consciousness, the tension between 
rugged individualism and civic duty, so 
many of the things that made Americans 
peculiar creatures in Tocqueville's time 
continue to define us on the world stage 
today." Of his three editions of the book, 
Brown says "one is a precious, dog-eared 
volume with my class notes, another is an 
inexpensive paperback I can pack up and 
take along as a casual read, and the third 
is a library edition.' " 

Brown offers another insight that he 
culled from reading the great books. 
"I think about art and science, how 
radio brings these together and how at 
St. John's, the concept of art versus 
science, and the melding of the two, was 
part of the curriculum discussion ," says 
Brown. "Here in radio, you have story
telling-the art of telling-a-story-part of 
radio-and then you also engage in the 
science, the journalism, getting the 
facts right. This is what we do here at 
'Marketplace.' I t's a liberal arts approach 
to looking at business," says Brown. 
"At 'Marketplace' we have what we call 
'front-yard stories' that touch a deep 
chord, such as an issue of democracy and 
justice. What's at stake when there's a 
courthouse shooting in Atlanta? We look 
at the social phenomena, the context 
shaping the backdrop for the events that 
are shaping the business news. Then 
there are 'backyard stories' on topics like 
bond prices that are not big on curb 
appeal, but need to be included. Then we 
mix it up-this is what makes us unique." 

Brown recalls the skepticism 
surrounding "Marketplace," when it was 
a new show. "In 1989 there was this 
cheeky upstart business program that 
everyone said would fail," says Brown. 
By 2000 Brov-m, who had just graduated 
from Washington and Lee Law School, 
was recruited to be senior producer of 
American Public Media's "Marketplace," 
and during his tenure the show garnered 
several awards, including the prestigious 
Peabody Award for excellence in journal
ism. By 2003, Brown was host, a 
challenge he relishes. "There is some
thing that happens every day between 
10:30 a.m. and 2 p.m. when we go on the 
air. I'm no CPA, so I have to synthesize 
this, present it in an interesting, 
engaging way co tell it to our listeners. 
There's a pressure, but it's a good 
pressure, and you spin out the story. 
It's exciting, challenging, thrilling," says 
Brown. "When I go home, I get calls from 
friends and they say, 'That made so much 
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sense. I'm so glad you put it that way.' 
That makes it meaningful for me-that I 
got through, communicated. St. John's 
prepared me; all the underlying conversa
tions prepared me." 

Brown is another hour closer to going 
on the air, but he has one more story 
about the GI. " Of the four GI segments, 
I put off math until the last semester. 
Lobachevsky, the logic, I wrestled with it. 
One day I was having coffee with [tutor 

': .. he [Mr. Kutler) knew 
I was .straining. He told 
m~ 'You 'fl .see this. You 'fl 

get it. Give it time. ' " 
DAVID BROWN (Ac195) 
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DAVID BROWN WORKED BRIEFLY IN TELEVISION, 

BUT PREFERS RADIO. "IT'S BEEN SAID 'THE 

PICTURES ARE BETTER IN RADIO' ANO IT'S 

TRUE." 

emeritus] Mr. Kutler. I think he knew I 
was straining. He told me, 'You'll see 
this. You'll get it. Give it time.' He was 
right. It was a loving, reassuring gesture. 
He could see I was looking for an intellec
tually challenging experience. 'You 
might really love law school,' he said to 
me.'' He knew I was interested in talking 
about ideas. He knew I was wondering, 
'Where do I go from here?'" 

Fortunately Brown ended up at 
"Marketplace," adding intellectual spice 
and artful conversation to evening 
commutes. ♦ 
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1935 
"1 'm very proud to have been a 

graduate ofSJC," writes 
MELVILLE L. B1SGY£R. "I'm a 
very old man now (91+) and as I 
look back, those four years are 
among the highlights. The 
memories of my fellow 
students, the wonderful profs, 
the staff, the old buildings, my 
dorm-Pinkney Hall-the bell 
rope running through a class
room atop McDowelJ, the 
library, the gym, the proms. 
Is the Sugar Bowl still in town? 
The connict with Hopkins in 
'35, the front campus, the old 
Liberty Tree, which I know is 
now gone. The All-American 
lacrosse teams-all part of a 
wonderful memory. A biology
zoology class of four students 
and two profs-wow-other 
memories we won't discuss, but 
think about with many a 
chuck.le. All the best." 

R ICJWlD s. WOODMAN is "still 
practicing law here in upstate 
New York and traveling quite a 
bit to Jtaly and Australia in my 
spare time. Would like to hear 
from any classmates who are 
still around." 

The eldest son of O SCAR L OUIS 

L ORD, Lance W. Lord, an Air 
Force four-star general, has 
been made Commander of Air 
Force Space Command. 

{ALUMNI NOTES} 

Q UITE IMMERSED 
- - - - AROLD B AUER (class of1955) received the 

"Conductor of the Year, 2004" award from the - Illinois Council ofOrchcstras. He is now 
conductor laureate of the New Philharmonic 
and Du Page Opera. He has accepted the 

_ ~ _ ~ artistic directorship of the opera program at 
North Park University in Chicago and is quite immersed in 
composilion and painting. ♦ 

1943 
M ILTON P ERLMAN has been 
thinking about the college, 
particularly about the reading 
list, and especially about 
Proust. " It seems to me," he 
writes, "that since my time, the 
Program has improved with the 
two years of Greek and French, 
the greater emphasis on writing 
and laboratories without 
Humphreys' sha1..-y floors. The 

one disimprovcmcnt has been 
the dropping of Proust from the 
fourth year. Swann's Way, 
although a part of a larger 
whole, is a complete work in 
itself. The author of a recent 
article in The Atlantic Monthly 
found it incredible that one can 
graduate from Harvard without 
reading Shakespeare or Proust. 
How can a 'great books' pro
gram not include Proust? It is 
time to include him again." 

1944 
LINDSAY CLENDANIEL writes, 
"I am happy to represent other 
alumni who, like myself, didn't 
graduate from St. John's but 
from other institutions, yet 
consider St. John's my alma 
mater!" 

"My wifeof 56 years, Phyllis, 
(we were married two weeks 
after graduation under the Lib
erty Tree) and I will be moving 
to a Quaker-sponsored continu
ing-care retirement community, 
Kendal on Hudson, on July 
first," wTites P ETER D AVIES. "It 

is close to New York and 
Riverdale, so we will continue 
to enjoy theater, concerts, din
ing, and city life, and friends in 
Riverdale. We stayed with that 
Republican, GERRY H OXBY 

(class of1947); argued into the 
night last August while in Ohio 
campaigning for John Kerry! 
I'm still representing the 
United Nations at Safer World 
(a British think tank) and work
ing on a conference in July on 
preventing armed conllict." 

1949 
FREDERICK P. D AVIS: "We 3-Ds 
in the low desert of Southern 
California (son David, wife 
Rita, and self) still plug along 
respectively at a Riverside Nurs
ing Home (broken, infected 
legs), Rita on full-time oi,..-ygen, 
and I without a driver's 
license-revoked! But church 
volunteers have supplied us 
with food and rides to church, 
etc., since this cruel blow of the 
OMV on November 2.4, 2.004. 
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Lately "Seniors Helping 
Seniors" (for a price) have 
taken Rita and me to see doc
tors, get haircuts, etc., through
out this valley. But at 60 miles, 
Riverside is out of their range. 
It's over three years since we've 
seen David. Rita and I shall 
never forget SJC, where we met 
at St. Anne's Church. I obtained 
a classic liberal education." 

1950 
A tribute from Eo LYNCH: "My 
belief is that St. John's is one of 
the finest educational houses in 
the country. I did not gradu
ate-I completed two full years 
and did not return. I came to 
St. John's from high school. 
My classmates were men who 
had attended other colleges, 
gone to the war and returned to 
St. John's to be enlightened and 
truly free. I was intimidated by 
their vast knowledge of the 
world and the things in it. 
Anyway, I guess I wasn't the 
brightest bulb in the lamp, 
nor the most energetic. I love 
St. John's, and I always will. 
I will never regret my time 
there." 

1953 
R OBERT G. HAZO is still writing 
political books entitled Minorily 
Rufe. "It goes slowly but well. 
Publishing articles in the metro
politan newspaper here and in 
the Washington Report on the 
Middle East on doings in the 
Middle East, especially Iraq and 
Lebanon. Gave my annual 
lecture on "Love" on Valentine's 
Day to undergraduates. Atten
dance was good. Women out
numbered men by 2, or 3 to 1, 
surpTising since maternal love 

is the most reliable and 
strongest expression of real 
love." 

JAMES and AMY (class of1959) 
JOBES are both retired. An1y 
serves as an occasional supply 
priest in Massachusetts. They 
have three grandchildren now, 
in Massachusetts: Amanda, 4; in 
Georgia: Elijah, 2., and Sophia, 
1 month. 

1959 
H ARVEY and MARY (class of 

1958) GOLDSTEIN are 
planning ahead. "Members of 
the class ofr959 are already 
starting to plan for our 50th 
reunion-log on to the class of 
'59 Web page on the alumni site 
for the continuing story." 

1960 
COL. JOHN J. LANE, USAF, is 
enjoying retirement. "Marie 
and I are thoroughly enjoying 
life in the slow lane. After many 
years of high-stress/high-travel 
jobs, having time to read, soak 
in the spa, shoot pool, frequent 
auction and estate sales, and 
generally do whatever I want, 
whenever I want, is wonderful! 
The only downside is the great 
blue heron that eat our fish, and 
the deer that eat our shrubbery. 
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MARY FRANCES McCtrrCHAN is 
retired from the National Park 
Service. She lives in Annapolis, 
is learning to play the flute, and 
has three grandchildren. She's 
also looking forward to her class 
reunion in 2.008. 

"I have finally found the Great 
Hall ofSJC here in Santa Fe and 
attended a wonderful concert by 
Joan Zucker last week. Now that 
I know where it is, my wife and I 
will attend more concerts," 
writes MICHAEL TRUSTY. 

CECILY SHARP-WHITEHILL 
writes: "Along with the 

seminars my colleagues and I 
conduct several times a year for 
senior executives of profes
sional service firms on the topic 
of management of PSFS (this is 
a five-day course and qualifies 
as education, not just training), 
I continue to consult for firms 
on the topic of business 
communications, both spoken 
and written. Having wearied of 
relatively long, gray winters 
and snow shoveling, I moved 
permanently to Osprey, Fla., 
immediately south of Sarasota. 
It's delightful here." 

1966 
"On December 10, we moved 
into our new house designed 
by us and our architect," 
reports J ULIA B USSER OU PREY. 

"It has been an exciting, but 
all-consuming project, and we 
now look forward to resuming 

our regular lives and welcoming 
friends in these more spacious 
quarters." 

1968 
ELIZABETH A. D OBBS (A) writes: 
"I have an article coming out in 
the Chaucer Review on an allu
sion to Ovid's Narcissus and 
Echo story in The Franklin's 
Tale. It's called 'Re-sounding 
Echo.'" 

THOMAS G. K EENS (SF) is a pro
fessor of Pediatrics, Physiology, 
and Biophysics at the Keck 
School of Medicine of the Uni
versity of Southern California 
and a member of the Division of 
Pediatric Pulmonology at Chil
dren's Hospital, Los Angeles. "I 
was recently appointed Director 
of Pediatric Subspccialty Fel
lowship Education at Children's 
Hospital," he writes. "I have 
crested a year-long course in 
scholarship skills (research 
methodology and proficiency in 
teaching), which emphasizes 
small-group interaction rather 
than reliance on lectures. I con
duct research in pediatric respi
ratory disorders and am investi
gating an innovative hypothesis 
that the cerebellum has a majoT 
role in control of breathing." 

CllARL£S B . WATSON (A) writes: 
"Anya Watson graduates from 
Connecticut College this year 
and has been awarded the Rolex 
North American Our World 
Undergraduate Scholarship 
for 2.005, presented at the 
Explorers Club in New York 
City in April 2.005. It provides a 
year's funding for undersea 
research (and a Rolcx watch). 
Her undergraduate major was 
marine biology with a minor in 
Russian and European studies 
(age 2.1). Ivan most recently 
reports from Kyrgyzstan for 
NPR after recent travel to Iraq, 
Beirut, Turkey, Iran, and other 
newsworthy locations (age 28). 
Michael, an avid scuba and 
windsurfing enthusiast, is 
working on Martha's Vineyard. 
Other alumni are encouraged to 

look us up in Connecticut and 
Martha's Vineyard." 

"Hello to H ENRY CONSTANflNE 
(A) and his beautiful wife, 
Christine," writes STEVE H ANFr 

(A). "Thanks for the iospira
tional message-see you at the 
reunion." 

LIVING HISTORY 

- ,_ ON H UNNER (SF74) continues to direct the Public H istoTy 
program at New Mexico State University. His book 
Inventing Los Alamos: The Growth of an Alomic 
Communily came out last fall from the University of 
Oklahoma Press. His program at NMSU has published 

:_ • books on Santa Fe and Las Cruces and conducts living 
._. history events from the Spanish Colonial and Great 
Depression era. Mary Ellen, his wife, is finishing a graduate 
degree in nursing, and t heir son Harley is a first-year student at 
Seattle University. ♦ 
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LIFE AT THE ALTERNATIVE 
Julia Goldberg (SF91) and the Santa Fe Reporter keep an eye on the city 

BY ROSEMARY HARTY 

here's a great deal of hard 
work, long hours, and mod
est compensation attached to 
the work Julia Goldberg 
(SF91) docs as editor of 
The Reporter, Santa Fe's 

alternative weekly newspaper. So on a 
recent winter's night, she was at peace 
with relaxing her journalistic ethics just a 
little to accept a free ticket to a sold-out 
lecture by linguist Noam Chomsky. 

Goldberg has always loved language, 
and there's no better outlet for someone 
in Jove with words than the satisfying 
grind of putting out a weekly newspaper, 
especially one as feisty and in-your-face as 
The Reporter. 

A life-size stand-up ofBuffy the Vampire 
Slayer, adorned with Goldberg's press 
pusses, overlooks the piles of newspapers, 
files, and other materials stacked all 
around Goldberg's office. After five years 
as editor, she's had time to get comfort
able in her job. Her path to The Reporter 
was a simple choice. 

" I wanted to WTite, and I didn't want to 
leave Santa Fe," she explains. 

Like many Johnnies, the Philadelphia
area native was guided to St. John's by a 
high school teacher who recognized 
Goldberg's love of books. She loved the 
language in the Program, especially 
ancient Greek; however, " junior math 
almost killed me," she says, shuddering at 
the memory. She became a music assistant 
and delved into journalism by editing 
The Moon, the student newspaper, during 
her junior and senior years. 

Established in 1974, The Reporter is one 
of the oldest independent weeklies in the 
country. Given away free in boxes all over 
town, it has a circulation of 21,000 and a 
core of dedicated readers. "We have a 
great relationship with Santa Fe, and we're 
really considered a part of the city," she 
says. On the other hand, Goldberg adds, 
"we're always struggling to break even." 

THE OPPORTUNITY TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN 

HER COMMUNITY KEEPS J ULIA GOLDBERG AT 

THE REPORTER. 

As editor Goldberg oversees two 
reporters, a full-time art director, a 
part-time assistant director, and a dozen 
or so freelancers. 'Iwo other Johnnies 
currently work for the paper: Andy Dudzik 
(SFGI92) is the publisher; Jonanna 
Widner (SFGloo) is assistant editor. 
Many Johnnies have been on staff or 
freelanced for the paper. Even when Gold
berg's reporters are young and green, they 
share a passion for breaking news stories 
and digging imo complicated issues. 

"I'm working with really smart people," 
she says. "We've broken a lot of stories in 
the last year and a half." 

"The Short Life of Jimmy Villanueva" 
revealed that the county jail violated the 

---
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constitutional rights of prisoners by 
failing to treat their health problems. 
"Soldier's Heart" probed the psychologi
cal problems soldiers faced on their return 
from Iraq. And a shocking lack of services 
for autistic children in New Mexico was 
exposed in "The Lost Ones." Goldberg 
has won numerous awards from the New 
Mexico Press Association and the National 
Federation of Press Women. She created 
and directed the Hip-Hop Voter Project, 
designed co inspire young Hispanic 
residents in New Mexico to vote. 

The Reporter provides an importanL 
alternative to the local daily, the Santa Fe 

continued on p. 3 5 
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SUSHEILA H ORWITZ (SF) 
writes: "I'm still alive and still a 
member of Madonna House. 
I spent the last seven years in a 
small city in eastern Russia. 
I loved the people there and 
would love to retllrn." 

SARAH (GANCIIER) SARAI (SF) 
has a short story in the online 
journal VerbSap: http://verb
sap.com/2oo5mar/sarai.html. 

"Just got home from a three
week wine and nature trip to 
New Zealand," says LELIA 

STRAW (A). "Love the Kiwis and 
their homeland. We were there 
over the U.S. election though, 
and they're all mystified by the 
outcome." 

I RVINC WILLIAMS (A) is 
"moving to the country estate
room for a pony-in July to start 

organic garlic farming. Visitors 
are welcome at s Dodge Corner, 
New Vineyard, Maine." 

1973 
INDIA WILLIAMS (SF) reports: 
"My daughter INDIA C L ARK 

(SF01) and Challem Clark are 
now living in Budapest, 
Hungary, in a beautiful 
apartment right over Vaci 
Utaca, the main pedestrian 
street. They are having a 
blast and perhaps will stay 
longer than the original 
six-month plan." 

1974 
M AllTHA and R ANDY P ENDLETON 

(both SF) have news: "We are 
delighted to announce the 
marriage of our son, W ALKER 

(A99), to R.Ac n EL V EDAA (SF99) 
in April." 

WORK AND PLAY 

ARCO ACOSTA (A82) sends a hello to all his 
"unique and talented" classmates: "I have 
many great memories of our college years and 
hope the best for you all and your families. 
I continue to examine my life daily. Work is: 
legal, filmmaking, public school teaching 

K-12; Play/other: WTiting, guitar, music, recording, chess, 
basketball. Personal: divorced. Peace and Prosperity to you all
please call when you're on the West Coast."♦ 

JOIIN REES (A) directs, super
vises, and interprets MRI 
examinations of the brain and 
body at 30 sites in 12 states. 
"I teach and lecture on brain 
development, brain imaging, 
and brain pathology at 
Georgetown University and 
elsewhere. My four wonderful 
children never cease to amaze, 
amuse, confound, and inspire 
me as they display the intrica
cies of brain development to 
me, up close and personal." 

1975 
CYNTIIIA Swiss (A) has been 
elected to president of the 
Maryland/DC Chapter of the 
American String Teachers 
Association. "I have organized 
statewide certification exams 
for young string players," she 
writes. "I also schedule 
workshops on Suzuki String 
Teaching Technique. Our 
chapter published a newsletter 
called Stringendo, and I have 
contributed several articles." 

continuedfromp. 34 night is the press run, and on Wednesday 
it starts all over again. 

She acquired valuable experience at one 
of her first jobs, the Rio Grande Sun, 
where she covered county government, 
politics, and schools. It gave her a sense 
that an aggressive local paper is an 
important tool of democracy. 

New Mexican, says Goldberg. "They 
cover what's happening; we try to be 
progressive," she explains. Part of the 
paper's job is to provide a guide to 
enjoying Santa Fe, with special sections 
on restaurants, art galleries, recreation, 
and just living in the city. 

The process of putting out a weekly 
paper starts each Wednesday morning, 
with a critique of the current paper. 
Goldberg and her staff brainstorm new 
story ideas, identify a cover story, and 
plan what they need to report on in the 
coming weeks. On Thursday, they start 
working on a preliminary layout, Sunday 
Goldberg spends editing the cover story, 
and Monday and Tuesday are "slam days," 
as the final stories come in for editing, 
headlines, and fact-checking. Tuesday 

The Johnnies and other reporters who 
work for Goldberg tend to get good train
ing at The Reporter. But they soon head 
off to New York or other cities where their 
editorial skills can earn them a better 
salary. After interning at the Phi/,adelphia 
City Paper, the New Mexican and The 
Reporter, Goldberg earned her master's 
degree at the University of New Mexico. 

"J:re 've broken a lot of 
.stories in the last year 

andaha!f" 
JULIA GoLOBERC (SF9:r) 
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"You need to ask questions, and you 
need to listen carefully-a lot like what we 
do at St. John's." 

In between deadlines, Goldberg man
ages to get time off to enjoy the beautiful 
city she's living in. She enjoyed a recent 
Community Seminar at St. John's and 
vows to get up the hill more often to enjoy 
campus events . 

But even with the long hours, it's hard 
for her to imagine giving up the work she 
does at The Reporter. There's always 
another story to tell. " I can't say the 
perfect opportunity isn't out there, but 
right now, I can't imagine a better job." ♦ 
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Beginning April I, MICHAEL 

C IBA (A) will be serving as the 
regional minister for Northwest 
Connecticut, responsible 
for oversight of about 50 
United Cht1rch of Christ 
congregations. 

MAUY ELLEN LAWRENCE (SF) 
has finished her subspecialty 
training in infectious diseases 
at the University of New Mexico 
and is practicing medicine in 
Santa Fe. She writes, "It may be 
that, at last, 1 have completed 
my formal medical training!" 

1980 
" I am delighted to let everyone 
know that I am now the proud 
mother of Emily Sierra," writes 
Gmu GLOVEU (SF). "She came 
to live with me from Memphis, 
Tenn., and I will be ever grate
ful to her birth mom for helping 
me create a family. Can't wait 
for you all to meet her at our 
next reunion." 

ERIN MCVADON ALBRlGHT (A) 
welcomed his first grandson, 
Patrick Alexander, into the 
world one year ago. 

STEVEN CRAMER (A) is an 
attorney in private practice in 
New York City. He lives in 
Maplewood, N.J., with his 
wife and two daughters, the 
youngest adopted from China 
in December 2004. 
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" I've been eagerly scanning the 
class notes for 21 years now, so 
thought it was about time I 
made a contribution," writes 
} ACK A RMSTRONG (SF). I live in 
West Chester, Penn., of all 
places, with my wife, Ca1·men, 
and kids Michael (16) and Emily 
(8). I am happier than I ever 
expected or deserved. I'm 
printing ballots for a living, 
and writing stories for my soul. 
I also have a theatre with 
Carmen, the Philadelphia 
Shakespeare Festival, which 
is the 800-pound gorilla of 
hobbies. l miss you all." 

ANNE M CCLARD (SF) reports 
that NOAH MCC LARD 
LEDBETTER (SF02) and DAGNY 
CHICOINE-STANGL (SF01) were 
married in July 2004. 

STEVEN T. R EYNOLDS (A) writes: 
"Landry Tait Anders Reynolds 
joined the gaggle August II, 

2004. The family and the 
garden continue to thrive." 

News from BARRY H ELLMAN and 
CYNT111A " TwA" KEPPEL (both 
A): Barry became president of 
Mary Immaculate Hospital 

medical staff on January r, 
2005. He will serve as president 
for two years. He was previously 
the medica 1 staff vice president 
for two years and has been the 
laboratory medical director for 
four years. Thia is currently 
working with President William 
Harvey to build a proton 
therapy radiation oncology 
center at Hampton University. 
She has also recently been 
invited to serve on the Board 
of Directors for the Thomas 
Jefferson National Accelerator 
Facility, the American Physical 
Society Division of Nuclear 
Physics Program Committee, 
and the Combined Theory and 
Experimental Collaboration for 
Quantum Thermodynamics. 

Nothing but good news from 
KATIIEIUNE RowE (SF): "I am 
still a preacher in the Episcopal 
Church and still in a Denver 
suburb. I'm still a speech and 
language pathologist, and still 
in love with my husband, Phil, 
and my two ch ildren. I'm also 
sti ll glad that I went to 
St. John's." 

1985 
ANNA L. D AVIS (A) writes, 
"I continue to practice law in 
Baltimore and am pleased to 

announce that I have recently 
set out on my own. Having my 
own practice has allowed me to 
do the cases I want to do, spend 

GoozILLA PHASE 

- - ife is "good and busy" for A LEX (AGI93) and 
V ANESSA (A93) ELLERMANN. Alex works in the 
national security field, flies C-13os in the Navy 
Reserve, and is working toward his second 

.J master's with the Naval War College's Distance 
- ---• Education Program. Vanessa practices Jaw with a 
Georgetown firm that specializes in class actions. Son Alex, 5, is 
going through a Godzilla phase at the moment, "which is pretty 
fun," they write.♦ 
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more time on volunteering and 
pro bono cases, and most 
importantly, better balance the 
demands of work and family. 
My husband, Richard Gordon, 
and children, Aaron (IO) and 
Rachel (6), and l are all well and 
would love to hear from any and 
all Johnnies passing through 
Baltimore." 

TE1uu K. LUCKE'IT (SF) worked 
for GE for a long time but left 
for Honeywell in 2002. "I lived 
in L.A. for one year, but moved 
to N.J. a year ago to become 
vice president of Business 
Planning for HON. I'm hoping 
to move out ofN.J. back to 
points west as soon as possible, 
but time will tell. Beautiful 
Carolyn is 12, now and a true joy, 
was diagnosed with diabetes in 
2001, but we manage. We grew 
weary of corporate nomadic life 
and bought a piece of Santa Fe 
to call our 'home away from 
home.' Ping us if you are either 
here or there: terri.luckett@ 
honeywell.com." 

KENNETH MARTIN (A) is vice 
president of operations at a 
mid-size software company in 
Maine. " It's quite exciting and 
very busy," he writes. " I am 
happily married to a woman 
from Maine who makes me 
laugh a great deal. For those of 
you who remember my interest 
in music, I wrote an orchestral 
piece around 1995-96 and went 
to the Czech Republic and had 
it performed at a workshop for 
orchestral composers. It was 
really fun. Haven't written a 
note since!" 

1986 
MELISSANETfLESHI P Br-.J',EDICT 

(SF) writes: "Since July of 2000 
I have been director of finance 
at Santa Fe Preparatory School, 
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JOHNNIE FRENCH TESTED 

- ATRICE MCSHANE (SF02) was on her way to Africa 
earlier this spring: " I spent the two-and-a-half years 
after graduation in Portland, Ore., working at a 
Montessori preschool. I got ants in my pants, shifted 
direction, and applied to volunteer for the United 

- .... States Peace Corps. I was accepted and leave for 
Burkina Faso, Africa , on March 17' An unusual way to spend 
St. Patty's Day, don't you think? I'll be there for over two years, 
teaching secondary math to Bw·kinahe high school students. 
Let's hope my SJC French rises to the occasion! I am mighty 
excited and would be more than willing to discuss the Peace 
Corps application process/experience with any prospective 
volunteers. Or just write to say "hey, you!" patsymcshane@ 
hotmail.com." ♦ 

just down the hill on Camino 
Cruz Blanca from the Santa Fe 
campus." 

"After many years in San Fran
cisco, I've been in Denver for a 
year, spending much of my time 
practicing Tibetan Buddhism," 
writes LARRY SEIDL (A). "I've 
been remiss in my alumni 
activities, though I saw many 
shining faces at reunion 
number ro in '96. Twenty is 
just around the bend. A warm 
general hello to the community 
in general, and the class ofr986 
and my tutors in particular." 

JAN UNDERWOOD (SF) is working 
as a Spanish instructor. 

JOHN SELLERS (A) is "married to 
Becky Woods and teaching 
grades 8-12 math and science, 
including chemistry and 
physics-challenging." 

THE RFV. M'N SLAKEY (SF) is 
now priest-in-charge at 
St. Matthew's Episcopal Parish 
in Ontario, Ore. 

1989 
BURKE GURNEY (SFGI ) is 
married with two children: 
Kyra and Elise, ages 15 and 13. 
"I am an assistant professor at 
the University ofNcw Mexico in 
the Department of Orthopedics, 
Rehabilitation, and Physical 
Therapy. I teach physiology, 
orthopaedic evaluation and 
treatment, professional ethics, 
and gerontology. I am an avid 
traveler, reader, skier, and 
parent." 

AL1ZA S HAPIRO (SF) was 
recently engaged to David 
Mandel. 

1990 
MELANIE M ASON (A) is a fuU

time blues artist, writing and 
performing original blues-rock 
material as lead electric 
guitarist and vocalist for the 
Melanie Mason Band. She 
also performs and records 
traditional acoustic blues as a 
solo artist. She recently 

released her thu-d album, Live 
at Blues Alley. Her Web site is: 
www.mclaniemason.com 

KEN TuRNBULL (A) writes: 
"My wife, Leslie, and Tare both 
lawyers in Washington and are 
enjoying our seven-month-old 
daughter, Fiona." 

1991 
ANGIE MLINKO (A) is a 2004 
winner of the National Poetry 
Series award, and her second 
book, Starred Wire, will be 
published by Coffee House Press. 

NICOLE l<ALMANOR LEVY (SF) 
writes, " l n August 2004, I gave 
birth to our first daughter, Eve 
Simone Levy. She's the apple of 
our eye! My husband, Rob, and 
I moved to the North Shore of 
Boston last year, to Swampscott, 
which is a small town next to 
Salem-the Witch Capital, and 
Marblehead-a sailing capital. 
A fon destination with some 
cultural treats! 1 am working 
on a master's in Jewish studies. 
Got through Jewish mysticism, 
now working on a translation of 
portions of the Book of Exodus. 
I wish I could go to more 
alumni events, it's been great 
connecting!" 

1993 
The commute to work for Ku1n 
HECKEL (A) got a lot longer in 
early September 2004, when he 
took a position ,vith Border 
Concepts in Charlotte, N.C. 
When he is not traveling back to 
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Alrnapolis to sec his wife, SARA 

ScnROEOlNGER (A92), he is log
ging lots of frequent-flyer miles 
on bt1siness trips to China, 
Thailand, and Malaysia. 

JENNIFER R YCIILI K (SF) and her 
husband arc pleased to 
announce the birth of their first 
child, Emma Lee Ward, born on 
January 4, 2005. 

1994 
JANIE BOSWORTH (SFGI) and 
GEORGE F. BINGHAM (SF66) 
were married July 3, 2004, at 
the Audubon Center in Santa 
Fe. Between them, they proudly 
share six children and seven 
grandchildren-with another 
one on the way. 

ANDREW }. K ROLL (A) finished 
writing his dissertation in May 
2004 and spent the summer 
backpacking in Montana. " T 
hiked across the Bob Marshall 
Wilderness once, enjoyed the 
experience, and went back for a 
second passage," wTites Kroll. 
"Walking through the long 
eveni ng light of summer in the 
northern Rockies is not to be 
missed. The bears keep things 
interesting, too. T also spent 
numerous days floating the 
Bitterroot and Clark Fork 
Rivers, drinking beer and 
formulating a master plan. 
I completed my Ph.D. in 
Wildlifo Biology from the 
University of Montana in 
December 2004 and accepted a 
position as a research scientist 
with Wcycrhaettser Corporation 
in Federal Way, Wash. 
I am responsible for habitat 
planning for the company's 
Wester n timberlands, as well as 
general wildlife research and 
operational support. I would 
enjoy hearing from anyone, and 
I am anxious to jump-start 

I 

' 

I 

I 

I 

I 
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NATHAN WILSON (AGl01) UNVEILS SHROUD MYSTERIES 

BY PATRICL\ DEMPSEY 

ike many Johnnies, 
Nathan Wilson (AGlor) 
is unwilling to walk 
away from an ino·iguing 
question. Five years 
ago, Wilson became 

fascinated with the origins of the 
mysterious Shroud of Turin and began 
to wonder how the images ofJesus on 
the cloth-believed by some to be 
authentic-could have been faked. 
Ultimately, with a few simple tools 
Wilson demonstrated how a medieval 
might have forged the images on the 
shroud. His simple experiment show
ing that glass, paint, and sunlight 
could have been used to create a 
"reversed" photonegative image 
sparked a media frenzy, with Wilson 
appearing on shows including ABC's 
World News Tonight. 

Wilson (profiled in the Summer 

NATHAN WILSON THEORIZES THAT 

SUNLIGHT TRAVELING IN AN ARC OVER 

PAINTED CLASS CREATED THE 3-D IMAGE 

ON THE SHROUD OF TURIN. 

the man would be produced beneath 
one and the back of the man beneath 
the other." 

How would the forger create the 
three-dimensional shading? "By paint
ing an image on the top side of the 
glass," says Wilson. "This leaves a gap 
where the sunlight traveling in a 180-
degrec arc could penetrate at angles 
that produce the 3-D shading." 

Wilson used white oil paint to create 
images on eight different window 
panes and placed them over coarse 
linen in the sun. The paint blocked the 
sunlight from bleaching the darker 
cloth, but everything around it was 
bleached white. The results, Wilson 

2.002 edition of The College for his parodies 
of apocalyptic novels) ruminated over two 
questions: how do we know the dark image 
was imposed on light linen at all? Further, 
how could a forger in the Middle Ages 
lighten linen without chemicals, paints, 
or dyes? 

"A negative image can be easily pro
duced using only large pieces of painted 

glass," explains Wilson. "In the Middle 
Ages, glass was commonly made in large 
sizes: six-by-eight feet or even nine-by-five. 
It was made in a long cylinder and unrolled 
into a sheet as early as the noos, a tech
nique perfected in the 12.oos and r3oos. As 
the Shroud is roughly 14 feet in length, two 
pieces of glass would be necessary, both at 
least six feet long. The image of the front of 

believes, point to one possibility for 
how the shroud was faked. He detailed his 
experiments in an article published in the 
journal Books and Culture: "What I have 
done is crudely demonstrate that such 
an image could easily be produced in a 
matter of weeks by wicked men with no 
scruples, a little imagination, and a little 
more skill." ♦ 

alumni activities in the Puget 
Sound area. I can be reached at 
ajkroll64@hotmail.com." 

PATRICK SCANLON (SFGI) will 
be resident clirector of School 
Year Abroad's Italy campus in 
Viterbo, Italy. SYA Viterbo 
offers a one-year classics 
curriculum for American 
juniors and seniors in home
stays. He and his wife, Linda, 
and their four children return 
to the central Italian town 
(population 60,000) where 
Pat had taught English for two 
years previously. Now he'll 
oversee a program that requires 

English, Italian, and Latin, and 
where Greek and Sanskrit are 
offered as electives. 

GREG WATSON (SF) writes, "l 
live in Washington State on a 
beautiful island with my dog, 
Rusty, and wife, Karen. During 
the week I am employed as 
assistant harbormaster at a 
local marina, and on weekends 
I teach sailing in Seattle. So I 
am still using my captain's 
license. Also, I am getting ready 
to embark on a trip to Costa 
Rica with Solar Energy Interna
tional, where we will work with 
locals installing renewable 
energy power systems." 

1995 
JEROME DuFFY (SFGI) is 
working as an elementary 
school teacher at the Chinese 
American International School 
in San Francisco. 

ALICE BROWN and GREG 
HODGES (A) are happy to 
announce the birth of their 
second child, Silas Wister 
Hodges. "We are also pleased 
to announce the completion of 
Greg's doctoral thesis, "An 
Ethnography Study of Lucan's 
Bellum Civife," which has 
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arrived after a gestation of 
many years and has earned him 
a Ph.D. in classics from Ohio 
State University. We arc 
teaching and in the thralls of 
Babydom in the Great White 
North, and loving it. Fond 
thoughts of all!" 

CAMERON GRAHAM (SF) has 
moved from South Carolina tO 

the Defense Languages School 
in Monterey, Calif. "I am a 
specialist, and I will most I ikely 
be there for a couple of years;• 
he writes. "In the army, I 
received an award for top 
physical program at Fort 
Jackson in South Carolina, 
and now I am studying Arabic." 

C H RIS D AVIS and CARMEN 

H ERIJIIG (both SF) write: 
"CHARLIE B REW and PAT 

BOHAN, it's high time you 
stopped reading so much 
Kafka!" 

D AVID MALLEY (A) writes: 
"T didn't graduate from 
St. John's, but my short time 
there is a treasured memory. 
For that, I am always grateful." 

H EATHER (AGI) and C HRIS 

NOR.DLOII (AGI96) welcomed 
Nicholas Nordloh into the 
world on Dec. 24, 2004. 

P ETER (A) and AolUENNE 

(JAK0WSKI) RUIJENSTElN (A96) 
have lived in the Washington, 
D.C., area for five years, the last 
three in Frederick, Md. 
Adrienne teaches at the 
Maryland School for the Deaf, 
and Peter commutes to an 
In tern et networking job in 
Northern Virginia. Their big 
news is the appearance on 
the scene of Jonah Chester, 
by far the littlest Rubenstein 
currently extant. Born just 
shy of Halloween 2004, Jonah 
has made a splash among his 
admirers. Blue-eyed and dark of 
hair, he is considered by his 
father to be "quite handsome." 
Two-year-old beagle "Elway" is 
said to be " adjusting well" to 
the newcomer despite occa
sional lapses in respect for the 
property rights of others. 

"Did I mention I'm engaged?" 
writes APRIL I0A WALTERS (A). 
"Getting married October r, 
2005, to Travis Hopkins and 
J'm keeping my name. Also, 
I've been working at MICA as 
the writing studio coordinator 
almost as long as I attended 
SJC!"' 

"I'm proud to say that I've used 
up Las Vegas and am now off co 
Tucson, which is the home of 
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my new company and will serve 
as my launching pad for my 
next year of helicopter flying," 
reports KI RA K. ZIELINSKI (SF). 
"Happily, no more tourists. I'll 
be flying as a utility pilot, which 
means construction and 
firefighting all over the western 
U.S., just as Pericles would have 
done had he not been occupied 
with a higher calling. Same 
e-mail: Hcrme5@juno.com." 

1996 
}ILL C111U!,'flNE NIENIIISER 
(AGI ) writes: " T was recci:itly 
promoted to director of strategy 
at Mind and Media, Inc. in 
Alexandria, Va. Last Friday I 
had my first piano lesson since 
1984. Upon leaving the music 
store, I slammed my finger in 
the car door. So far there is no 
appreciable difference in my 
playing ability, despite the 
swelling! Hah ! " 

1997 
DAVID CANNELL (EC) dropped a 
note from Japan: "Hidcko, the 
three boys, and I are in Tokyo 
for the next year or two on a 
Japan Foundation fellowship, 
praying it's enough to see us 
thr9ugh the remainder of my 
doctoral program (UC Irvine). 
My thesis is on Matsuo Basho 
and haikai poetry in late seven
teenth-century Japan. Mean
time, we're just enjoying being 
here. The cherry blossoms have 
come and gone-in a matter of 
days! Can't wait for the next 
sumo tournament. Would love 
to hear from fellow EC grads 
and know what's going on in 
their worlds." 

"My company, North Star 
Games, is starting to pick up 
momentum," writes DOMINI C 

C1tAPUCHETrF.S (A): "Cluzzle 
has won several prestigious 
awards as a great family game 
and our next game, Trivia 
Casino, was picked up by a 
larger game company. It looks 
likely that both games will be 
available at national outlets for 
the 2.005 holiday season! If so, I 
will finally get a paycheck after 
12 months of working for noth
ing except a dream. WES DONE

HOWER bought an apartment in 
DuPont Circle so we have been 
hanging out a bit recently. Give 
us a call if you're in the area 
and we'll get together: 202-253-
6070." 

1998 
News from ALEXANDRA D.E. 
BOOZER (A): "Jam happy to 
announce that I was married to 
Daniel Giguere ofWindham, 
Maine, on September I9, 2.004. 
Last year I received my doctor
ate in clinical psychology from 
George Washington Univers ity, 
with a specialization in psycho
analytic psychotherapy. We are 
currently living in Holmes 
Beach, Fla., where I am 
working towards obtaining 
Florida psychology licensure. 
I would love to hear from any 
old friends or to link with other 
students/alumni with an 
interest in practicing 
psychology. I can be reached 
by e-mail at: alexandra_FL@ 
hotmail.com." 

D AVID BRADEN (SF) is teaching 
fifth-grade math. He and his 
wife, Sara, are pleased to be 
homeschooling their four 
ch ildren. "This summer we 
will be flying to England, where 
we will be learning to build 
wooden boats." 
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MA'ITH£\V C. JOHNSTON (SF) 
sends greetings to his long-lost 
classmates. "After stints as a 
teacher, a college admissions 
counselor (at SJC of course), 
and a theology student, I'm 
pleased to report that I'm back 
at St. John's in Santa Fe, work
ing alongside the assistant dean 
to improve student activities 
and services. My wife, A.NNE"ITE 
P RA.PASI RI (SF04), and I are 
expecting a baby in mid-April 
and, ifwe can negotiate home 
prices here, plan to stay in SF 
forever. Drop me a line if you're 
in town or needing the inside 
scoop on SJC developments. I 
can be reached at 505-424-3292 
or mjohnston@sjcsf.edu." 

1999 
RACHEL VE0AA (SF) and 
WALKER P ENOLEOON (A) 
were married April 16, 2005, 
at St. Mary's College in 
Moraga, Calif. 

2000 

ANNE MCSHANE (A) is finishing 
her first year at law school at 
NYU. 'Tm spending the 
summer at Nebraska's ACLU. 
If anybody wants to chat about 
going to law school, feel free to 
write me at annecarolmcshane@ 
yahoo.com." 

BENJAMIN SHOOK (SF) writes: 
" I'm making beautiful furni
ture with a hint of Danish and 
Asian influence. Visit 
www.bcnshook.com to see 
my work." 

DE8EllNJERE } A.NET T 01Ul£Y 

(AGI) is in Seoul on a Fulbright 
fellowship, studying pre
modern Korean literature in 
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preparation for her dissertation 
research in the Department of 
Comparative literature at Penn 
State University. 

DAVE P ROSPER (SF) moved LO 
Oakland and bas a new job. "I 
also have a stack ofblack-and
white Eexlebots comic books; if 
anyone wants one. let me know. 
Life is pretty sweet." 

2002 

ALANA and JOEY CHERNTLA 
(both SF) had their second little 
girl, Rose Isabella, on Feb. 25. 
"Our first, Sadie Pearl, will be 2 
in a few weeks. Besides enjoying 
our intense domesticity, Joey 
runs a daycare, and I work in 
publishing and tutor home
schoolers in Euclid." 

2003 

NATE and REBEKAH (NEE 
Go·rrtOB) EAGLE (both A) are 
serving as Peace Corps 
volunteers in Cameroon, West 
Africa. They arrived at the end 
of September for training in 
agroforestry and moved to their 
pose, the town of Poli, in 
December. Their service will 
end in December 2006. You can 
view photos and a blog and find 
out how to get in touch at 
monadology.net. 

KYLIE LIEBERMAN and ZEPJ-!Yll 

R ENNER (both SF) planned to be 
married April 30, 2005, in Las 
Vegas, Nev. See their Web site, 
zheartk.com for pictures and 
contact information. 
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2004 

ENJOLI COOKE (A) is beginning 
her second year as a post
baccalaureate fellow at the 
National Institutes of Health. 
"I'm beginning the graduate 
school application process and 
am planning to attend a Ph.D. 
program in molecular biology." 

RHO DA FRANKLIN (A) and 
}All.ED 0 1mz (AGI05) were 
married December 18, 2004, 
in Annapolis. 

LAURA MANION (A) was featured 
as a "profile of the month" on 
the Web site of the Mississippi 
Teacher Corps. The corps is a 
two-year program that recruits 
recent college graduates to 
teach in critical-shortage areas 
in the Mississippi Delta, in 
exchange for a full scholarship 
for a master's in curriculum and 
instruction from the University 
of Mississippi. Manion teaches 

ANNAPOLIS SENIORS COMBINED ENTREPRENEURIAL SP! RIT WITH 
ALTRUISM BY CREATING A "WOMEN OF !l.005" CALENDAR TO HELP RAISE 
MONEY FOR THEIR CLASS GIFT. THE STUDENTS PLEDGED MONEY TOWARD 
PURCHASING LOBACHEVSKY MANUALS POI\ ALL SENIORS NEXT YEAR. 

THEY HOPE THEIR GESTURE WILL INSPIRE OTHER CLASSES TO DO SOME· 
THING SIMILAR, WITH THE COAL THAT ALL LAB MANUALS CAN BE GIVEN TO 
STUDENTS. THESE TASTEFUL CALENDARS (MAY zoo5-MAY 2006) CAN BE 
PURCHASED FOR $10 THROUGH THE ADVANCEMENT OFFICE IN ANNAPOLIS: 
SEND A CHECK TO ALEXANDRA FOTOS, ADVANCEMENT, P.O. Box 2800, 
ANNAPOLIS, MD 21404. 

seventh- and eighth-grade 
English at a middle school in 
Arcola, Miss. 

TATIANA HAIUUSON (A) was 
married to Rob Harrison on 

June 28, 2004. 

RYAN R.lSING (A.GI) is attending 
the University of Kansas School 
of Law, where he hopes to 
graduate on their fast track in 
two years, rather than three. 
He is at work on a novel that he 
hopes to be the first in a nine
volume series. ♦ 

WHAT'S UP? 
The College wants to hear from 
you. Call us, write us, e-mail us. 
Let your classmates know what 
you're doing. The next issue 
will be published in October; 
deadline for the alumni notes 
sect.ion is August 15. 

Cla;;snotes posted to the col
lege's online community will 
also be included in The College. 

IN ANNAPOLIS: 

The College Magazine 
St. John's College, P.O. Box 2800 
Annapolis, MD 2r404; 
roscmary.harty@sjca.edu 

IN SANTA FE: 

The College .Magazine 
St. John's College 
u6o Camino Cruz Blanca 
Santa Fe, NM 87505-4599; 
alumni@sjcsf.edu 
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"A GIFT FOR FRIENDSHIP": REMEMBERING STUART BOYD 

BY LYNDA MYERS 

TuTOR, SANTA Fe 

When Stuart Boyd retired from the college in 
1988, he was presented with a scroll that read: 
To Stuart Boyd, Artist, writer, healer of souls, 
lover of knowledge, and teacher of the Books: 
A testimony to lzis contribution of over 22 

years to the intellectual and convivial delights 
of the College. "He was a man ... we shall not 
look upon his like again. " 

His humanity, wit, common sense, and love 
of life were celebrated again at a memorial 
held on the Santa Fe campus at the end of 
January, a week after he died of a heart attack 
at his home near Can1busavie, Scotland. 

Mr. Boyd joined the faculty of St. John's in 
1966, when the Santa Fe campus was still in 
its infancy. In the words of his wife, Nan, "At 
St. John's Stuart found his spiritual home." 

Before coming to the college Mr. Boyd had 
already led a rich and varied life. He was born 

on January 3, 1922, in Aberdeen, Scotland. 
In his memoir, The Wind.swept Child, he 
describes his childhood in Scotland between 
the two world wars as a precious, fragile, and 
fleeting time. 

When World War II interrupted his 
graduate work at Aberdeen University, 
he volunteered for the Parachute 
Regiment and saw active service in 
Sicily and North Africa before being 
wounded and captured at Arnhem 
in the Netherlands in September 
1944. (The story of that disastrous 
mission is recounted in the book 
The Bridge Too Far.) He spent the 
remainder of the war in prison 
camps near the Polish-German 
border. 

After the war, Mr. Boyd completed 
his M.A. and Ph.D. degrees in 
clinical psychology, taught at 
several universities in the UK and 
the United States, and eventually 
joined the faculty of New Mexico 
Highlands University, where he 
became chairman of the Psychology 
Department. At Highlands he met 
Robert Bunker (then chairman of 
the Highlands' English and 
philosophy deparonents and now 
tutor emeritus of St. John's). 

Ralph Swentzell (now also tutor 
emeritus) was a student of both and 

recalls a seminar co-led by "these Lwo most 
philosophically exciting professors. I think it 
had to do with science and religion, or maybe 
it was 

existentialism. Students talked about Stuart's 
frequent exclamations in class whenever 
Bunker would hint at the possibility of God's 
existence, something to the effect that he 
'didn't see any need for Easter Bunnies 
running across his systematic reasoning.' " 

In 1966, Mr. Boyd and Mr. Swentzell, 
encouraged by Bob Bwlker (who had come 
to St. John's the year before), joined the 
fledgling Santa Fe faculty. Mr. Boyd served 
both as a tutor and as campus psychologist. 
As Nan Boyd observes, "Stuart always 
managed to find time, and the right words, 
when someone was in distress or in need of 
wisdom. I know there are students without 
number who have cause to be grateful to him, 
not only for his role as a tutor, but also for 
getting them through emotional problems to 
graduation in one piece." Ralph Swentzell 
adds, "What I most admired in Stuart was his 
blunt honesty and genuine humani ty. He had 
a great capacity for sympathetic compassion, 
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what the Confucianists would call Jen or 
benevolence for his fellow man." 

Mr. Boyd's intellectual interests spread 
quickly as he taught through the Program 
and he became a loved and respected tutor. 
Mara Robinson (SFGI83), a former member 
of the college's Board ofVisitors and 
Governors, first met him in a Community 
Seminar, later studied with him in the 
Graduate Institute, and became a close 
friend. "Stuart was a brilliant, inspiring 
teacher and a charismatic man whose classes 
always overfilled with students cager to 
'sit at his feet' and learn," she recalls. 
" His knowledgeable and entertaining 
leadership won over, not only many students 
through the years, but an enormous number 
of townspeople as well." 

Faculty colleagues remember Mr. Boyd as 
something of an iconoclast, as the faculty 
meeting min Lites he wrote as faculty secretary 
in :r974 show. According to Mr. Swentzell, 
"Stuart, although loving the formal, was 
always strongly sensitive about tendencies 
toward pompous elitism or hypocrisy. He 
valued straight, honest talk-preferably 

accompanied by wit and eloquence, 
both of which he had in abun
dance." Tutor Jorge Aigla remem
bers the way Mr. Boyd welcomed 
him to the faculty: "Twenty years 
ago it was my good fortune to be 
paired with Stuart Boyd for my first 
freshman seminar-a wonderful way 
to be initiated into our educational 
venture. I soon learned with Stuart 
to read honestly, carefully, sensi
tively; to respect the authors, to 
laugh with them (I never managed 
to laugh at them, as Stuart occa
sionally did), and to appreciate the 
insights and awakening of our 
students. His common sense, 
wisdom, advice, courage, and sense 
of honor were a great h elp to me." 

In the early days of the Santa Fe 
campus Mr. Boyd's gift for friend
ship and his capacity for fun were 
cohesive forces among the faculty. 

continued on next page 

STUART BOYD WITH FANG IN 

DoRNACH, SCOTLAND. 
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According to Torn Harris, tutor emeritus, 
"Stuart helped us form such strong bonds .. 
. we all resonated with his warmth and care for 
us. Did we not dance beautifully and wildJy 
then! With uncontained energy we danced on 
into the night! He always had a wonderful 
laugh. I hear it now." Nan Boyd adds, 'Tm 
perfectly sure everyone of you remembers 
occasions when the room was almost lit-up by 
his laugh and general merriment-there was 
nothing, absolutely nothing, he enjoyed more 
than a gathering of good friends exchanging 
stories and making each other laugh." 

Mr. Boyd had a distinctive, very Scottish 
presence on campus. Many remember his 
military bearing-not quite a swagger-when 
he arrived at waltz parties in full regimentals. 
Even after 2.0 years, he found the bright sun 
of New Mexico oppressive and lamented the 
chill and clamp of home. Rumor has it that his 
favorite philosopher remained fellow Scot 

FACULTY M EETING MINUTES, 

SANTA FE: AN EXCERPT 

Nov. 21, 1974 
Stuart Boyd, Faculty Secretary 

Dean Ncidorf, presiding, judging a 
quorum to be present, asking for and 
receiving, approval of the minutes of the 
previous faculty meeting (noting the 
objection by Mr. Jones, whose presence 
and words had been reported but whose 
absence and silence were the facts, ru1d the 
correction by Mr. Venable who suggested 
that something had been "evoked" from 
Mr. Sacks, not "invoked" as reported nor 
"provoked" as intended) invited Mr. Stead
man to justify his request that a special 
faculty meeting be called for Saturday, 
November 2.3, a request to which 
Mr. Steadman responded with zest. 

Mr. N cidorf then linked this specific 
event with a request for Faculty discussion 
of the suggestion that Facul ty Meetings not 
be held at the time which had been agreed 
on and which had become the tradition, 
i.e. Thursday Afternoon, but that we tinker 
with this arrangement, to find extra time 
so that discussions could last even longer. 
Drew wondered out loud if time could not 
be saved by streamlining our procedures. 
Robinson reminded the Faculty that the 
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AT 72, MR. B OYD DONNED HIS PARATROOP

ER'S SUIT FOR A JUMP IN THE NETHERLANDS. 

David Hume. When Mr. Boyd retired from 
the college, he and his wife returned to 

raison d'etre for establishing the Thursday 
Afternoon Faculty Meeting was to protect 
Saturdays, and that to meet on Saturday 
morning would see the remorseless, 
insidious, and irrevocable engulfment of 
all the hours of daylight and sunshine, in 
accordance with Parkinson's Law. Dean 
Neidorf finally pronounced that the 
thought of rescheduling anything seemed 
to involve great difficulty and pain, that 
tradition must be respected, that he would 
call Thursday afternoon Faculty Meetings 
at l p.m. instead of1:30 p.m., and that he 
would do what he could to streamline the 
meeting procedures. 

The Dean then asked for comments on 
the recent All-College Seminar. There were 
enthusiastic responses from some who felt 
that it brought together those who would 
otherwise not be so brought, with conse
quent excitements .... Robinson, noting 
the excitements that some had experi
enced, wondered if all seminars could not 
be of this nature. The Dean paused, then 
remaiked that of course such a suggestion 
could be countenanced, but that he was 
sure in his experience of the Faculty that 
even in the event that a majority approved 
such an idea, that that same majority 
would reject taking any action. There was 
some further conversation about seminars 
and books, in which was heard the 
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Scotland and settled in a small village near 
the northern coast, cold and rainy enough to 
satisfy even him. There he read, gardened, 
worked on his memoirs, and painted in 
acrylics, something he had begun doing while 
at St. John's. In addition to enjoying quiet 
activities near their home, the Boyds traveled 
extensively and returned several times to 
Santa Fe, where he gave lectures on topics 
ranging from Shakespeare to T.E. Lawrence. 
In 1994, at the age of 72., Mr. Boyd together 
with several other survivors of the Arnhem 
mission repeated their parachute jump over 
the Netherlands to commemorate the 50th 
anniversary of the Battle of Arnhem and to 
raise money for the Airborne Forces Charities 
of his regiment. 

Mr. Boyd voice lingers on for many friends 
like Jorge Aigla: "When Stuart retired in 
1989, he asked me to take over his office. In 
that space, I still sometimes hear him laugh
ing, telling me (and us): 'ALL is well, my boy, 
andallSHALLbewcll! '" ♦ 

predictable, conditioned suggestion that 
Pavlov be expunged from the senior 
reading list. 

Dean Neidorf reported that the 
Annapolis Faculty, in response to student 
sentiment, was considering whether or not 
to abaJ1don the practice of awarding 
honors. After a lengthy silence, Harris and 
Jones asked questions of Dean Neidorf, 
wondering ifhe meant the Annapolis 
campus of St. John's, and ifhe meant there 
was consideration of whether or not to 
award honors at graduation, and received 
solemn assurances that all was as he had 
said. The Dean went on to say that the 
graduating class on the other campus had 
registered the complaint that the system of 
awaiding honors was oppressive and 
offensive. Mr. Sacks remarked, somewhat 
cryptically, that the oppressed should not 
feel oppressed .... The discussion about 
honors continued, with considerable time 
spent on Descartes aJ1d "warm, effusive 
feelings" and other comments which flew 
too fast for this reporter to catch either 
their significance or their relevance, 
terminating in a masterly synthesis of 
Greek ru1d Christian worlds by Mr. Long, 
who urged us to think of honors as like 
some Olympic Garnes to which many were 
called but few chosen ... ♦ 

MICHAEL C. S LAKEY, C LASS OF 1985 

Michael C. Slakey, Annapolis class ofI985, 
died of cancer on January 30, 2.005, in 
Lannion, Brittany, a region of western 
France. He was 42.. 

Michael met his wife, Victoire Devaud 
Slakcy, a French citizen, in Washington, 
D.C., and they spent most of their married 
life in France. Michael had a full life as a 
painter and musician, and as an organic 
farmer especially devoted to the care of his 
land. He leaves behind his wife and three 
children, Theo, Fay, and Yarrow. 

H e is the son of Marion and Thomas 
Slakey, a tutor emeritus and former dean of 
St. John's, and the brother of Tom, Jr. 
(SF81); Bill (SF88); and the Rev. Anne 
Slakcy (SF88). 

"Michael had an exceptional capacity to 
take pleasure in what he was doing at the 
moment, whether it was in the hard work of 
cutting his own trees with an axe and 
smoothing planks with an adze, weeding 
and planting his garden, sitting and playing 
his guitar or his Irish flute, or painting," 
his father wrote. 

M UNTt;F. 8UUIIJAJLY, JK., CLA:>i> ot· 1947 

Monte Ferris Bourjaily, Jr., who had been 
the publisher and editor of Globe Syndicate 
since 1977, died Jan. 4 at his home in Front 
Royal, Va., after a heart attack. 

Mr. Bourjaily was born in ClevelaJ1d, Ohio, 
and raised across the country as he accom
panied his journalist parents on their 
assignments. He served in the Army Signal 
Corps in Europe during World War II. 

Early in his career, he was a reporter for a 
newspaper in Floyd County, Va., and worked 
in the U.S. House of Representatives radio 
gallery. From 1952 to 1966, he worked for 
Army Times as an associate editor and 
author of the "Kibitzer's Corner" column. 
He then was an executive assistant in 
Washington for the Oklai1orna-based archi
tectural , engineering, and planning furn of 
Hudgins, Thompson, Ball and Associates. 

Survivors include his wife of 61 years, 
Marietta Dake Bourjaily of Front Royal , Va., 
and six children. 

MARGARET NEUSTADT RANooL 

Maigaret Neustadt RaJ1dol of Baltimore, 
who was married to former St. John's Dean 
John 0. Neustadt, died at her home in 
Baltimore in December 2.004. She was 83, 
and had been a longtime civil-rights activist 
in the city. She was well known for her work 
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with Baltimore Neighborhoods Inc., the 
Maryland Commission on Human Relations, 
and American Civil Liberties Union. 

MICHAEL TOBCN, FORMER BVGMEMBER 

Michael E. Tobin died April 2.1, at the age of 
79, at his home in Tesuque, New Mexico. 

He served as a member of the college's 
Board ofVisitors and Governors from 
1994-2000. 

Mr. Tobin was born in Philadelphia. He 
lettered in fencing and soccer at Central 
High School. He attended the University of 
Pennsylvania until he was drafted into the 
U.S. Army, where he served in Europe. 
After the war, he remained in France to 
study classical piano. Although music 
remained one of his passions throughout his 
life, Mr. Tobin returned to complete his 
studies at Penn's "Wharton School of 
Business. He inoved to New York to launch 
a career in finance, later joining the firm 
of Arthur Young and Company. There he 
worked in bank and securities consulting 
and became partner in charge of the 
Chicago and Western offices. 

As president of the Midwest Stock 
Exchange, he pioneered automation for the 
exchange, making it the second-largest 
market in the U.S. by dollar volume. He later 
became chairman and CEO of the American 
Bank and Trust Company of Chicago. That 
bank became the sponsor of a program that 
sent teachers in Chicago's Paideia program 
(which introduced Socratic seminars to 
public-school classrooms) to the Graduate 
Institute in Santa Fe. 

Throughout his life, Mr. Tobin was actively 
committed to the arts, and when he moved 
to Santa Fe, he became an ardent supporter 
of the Santa Fe Symphony. He also contin
ued to cultivate a lifelong interest in world 
history and Western literature at St. John's, 
where he took part in community seminars. 

Mr. Tobin is survived by his wife, Judith 
Brown Tobin; his children Michael, Jr., 
Allegra Love, and Corey; a stepson, Brett 
Sylvestri and wife Virginia; and four 
grandchildren. 

EMIL MAsSA, FlUEND OF THE MEEM LIBRARY 

Dr. Emil J. Massa, who died in October 
2.004, took an interest in St. John's College 
as early as the mid-197os. Perhaps he fust 
visited on one of his regular trips to Santa Fe 
to attend the city's world-famous opera. By 
1992., Dr. Massa had included the Meern 
Library in his estate plan. Now, his bequest 
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will fund an endovm1ent for maintenance of 
the library's collections. 

Dr. Massa settled in Denver, Colo., as an 
orthopedic surgeon in 1960. Born into a 
first-generation immigrant family in the 
Cleveland, Ohio, area, he attended 
Dennison College in connection with his 
military service, followed by medical school 
at Northwestern University. Dr. Massa was 
keenly aware of the value of a good educa
tion-not only professionally, but spiritually 
as well. Following his formal schooling, he 
became an avid reader and bibliophile of 
broad and formidable intellect, drawn 
especially to the humanities ru1d liberal arts 
and sciences. 

Dr. Massa was always questioning, 
confronting his ideas with those of others 
and trying to discern the best way to live. 
He found it in his appreciation of fine work
manship of all kinds-books and the craft of 
bookbinding, art, music, fine automobiles, 
and wine-but most of all in his ongoing 
personal search for truth. No great idea, he 
believed, can flourish without serious 
conversation, one of the highest activities in 
which humans can engage. To enter the 
conversation in earnest, we must know what 
has been said already. For this , as Dr. Massa 
knew, the best education is a study of the 
greatest books ever written. 

A LSO NOTED: 

FRED ALEXANDER (class ofi937) , December 
2.2., 2.004 
LurHER BLACKJSTON (A68), January 18, 2.005 
MICHAEL B LUME (A78) , February 7, 2.005 
} A.MPS H. C 1moERS (SFGI70), October 9, 
2.004 
WJLLL\M C. H ALL (class of1946), December 
18, 2.004 
ROWLAND ALFRED JONES (class ofx949), 
February 2.1, 2.005 
GEORGE LYON, JR. (class ofx940), January 
14, 2.005 
D UNCAN M CDONALD, former Annapolis 
tutor, January 2.4, 2.005 
ERICH NUSSBAUM ( class of 1945), March 18, 
2.005 
HAROLD OAV1 0 Runm (Ao4), December 
2.004 
DEBORAH MICAEL TIIIELKER (A79), April 17, 
2.005 
J AMES TINDALL (class ofi949), March 2.4, 
2.005 

{ T H E C o LL E c E . St. John's College . Spring 2005 ) 



44 {STUDENT VOIC E S} 

COMMUNITY 
F OR T H E S A K E O F LEARNI N G , 

LEARNING 
FOR T H E SAKE OF COMM UNI TY 

sv Ea,,. Hucttsv-COMMEas, A05 

T
hroughout.high school my 
image of college was a place 
where people came together 
to explore the knowable 
world with gusto; I envi
sioned lively discussions and 

a feeling of fulfilJment when I turned in 
each assignment. I was interested in a kind 
oflearning that would involve my whole 
being- that would inform not only which 
answer I put dovm on the test but also teach 
me how to live in a more thoughuul way 
once I stepped outside the classroom. And 
I was interested in sharing this kind of 
learning with other people who were 
engaged in the same activity. I was fortunate 
to find St. John's. 

As an underclassman what I loved most 
about the Program was the discussion. 
How well I remember staying up until one 
in the morning after my first seminar talk
ing with my hallrnates about the character 
of Odysseus in Homer's Iliad, or, much 
later, my euphoria after reading Plotinus, 
who, in his way of speaking about God 
without personification, gave me just the 
insight I needed to begin to talk about the 
word of God in the Book ofJohn for my oral 
examination. I learned what an amazing 
thing it is to have a really good seminar, in 
which the conversation takes its own 
course, free of any student attempting to 
determine its direction, and in which some
thing completely new and unexpected is 
clarified out of the chaos of my own reading. 
Long after the newness of St. John's wore 
off, I continued to find myself in unexpect
edly thoughtful conversations, often in the 
lunchroom with someone I didn' t know, or 
with the girls on my hall while brushing 
teeth after seminar. 

Many of the books we read deal with the 
question of what it means to live a good and 
virtuous life. Reading and discussing these 

books changed, among other things, the 
way I thought about my future. When I 
came to St. John's , J knew that I wanted to 
be a teacher. In my previous teaching 
experiences, I had enjoyed helping students 
discover the fun of learning, and showing 
them that they were capable of more than 
they had believed. After coming to 
St. John's and reading so many books that 
applied directly to my life, I became inter
ested in finding a way of teaching that would 
provide students with the opportunity to 
make the clear connection between what 
they were learning in class and their lives 
outside of school. Before, it had seemed 
enough for me to help students bring them
selves as whole people to their learning, and 
what I had hoped to accomplish as a teacher 
had rested in empowering individuals by 
helping them enter the world oflearning; 
now I saw it was equally important that they 
turn back to their daily lives as snidents
that they thus learn how to live thoughtfully 
as well as learn vibrantly. Teaching enlarged 
its scope then; I came to see it as the work of 
strengthening a society. 

As a resuJt, I became interested in the 
Waldorf School, which is based on the 
writings of Austrian philosopher Rudolf 
Steiner. The summer following my sopho
more year, I was fortunate to get a Hodson 
internship to work in a Waldorf School for 
the remainder of their school year. In the 
process of giving its students a balanced 
education, including art, music, and 
handwork, the Waldorf School also seeks 
to awaken in students an awareness of 
themselves as a part of a social and natural 
whole-and to prepare them to make 
thoughuul decisions about the way that they 
act as citizens of this whole. In addition the 
Waldorf School is an example of the way 
that philosophical ideas can be imple
mented in the world. It turned out that it 
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provides an education much like the one 
that Socrates describes in the Republic, 
the education of the future philosopher
k.ings: certain kinds of music arc played and 
stories told based on the students' level of 
development. 

The summer after my junior year, I 
received another Hodson grant to intern 
with the Nelson County Museum of Rural 
History in central Virgina, where I learned 
about the work of educating an entire 
community. Dttring the internship, J helped 
lead an oral-history workshop for fourth
and fifth-graders, in which we invited senior 
citizens to be interviewed on tape. Everyone 
benefited from this experience: the older 
people were happy to share their stories and 
spend time with the students, and the 
snidents showed surprise and pleasure at 
what the seniors told them about life during 
the Depression. History became real for 
these students through conversations with 
their elders, once again demonstrating the 
importance of dialogue to meaningful 
learning. I believe that such dialogue is not 
only important for education but also 
essential for seeing oneself as part of a 
larger whole- as a citizen of a locality where 
one's actions have a direct and tangible 
effect on the community. 

Since becoming a student at St. John's, 
I have been impressed by how much 
learning depends upon interaction with 
other people. One night in seminar, toward 
the end of the semester, I felt weighed down 
and found myself participating little in the 
discussion. I was stopped after class by 
another student who asked me my thoughts 
on the conversation. I expressed my frustra
tion, and we shared anecdotes about the 
tension we felt while sitting in seminar, 
often caught between interrupting the flow 
of conversation and wanting to clarify a 
particular point for ourselves. It was so 

refreshing to talk to a classmate like this 
that I began to speak more vigorously and to 
feel more impassioned about our seminar. 
When I returned to my room that night I 
had gotten my energy back for the Program. 

There is something amazing about the 
power of conversation. Not only do we 
uncover ideas and get co ask ourselves 
questions we would never have thought 
about on our ovm, but we are also able to 
discuss the learning process itself, to realize 
what is standing in the way, and above all to 
become connected once again with our 
passion for learning. When we learn 
through dialogue, our relationship to 
learning is not distinguishable from our 
relationship to ocher people. Through that 
human relationship, we are able to pursue 
truth and knowledge as whole beings. 

In the Republic Socrates divides the soul 
into three parts: the highest is the intellect, 
the lowest, the desiring part, and that which 
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connects these is the spirited part, or 
thumos. When I said at the beginning of my 
talk that I wanted to bring my whole self to 
learning, I meant that I wanted the spirited 
part of me to be just as involved in the 
conversation in its own way as the intellec
tual part. Spiritedness not only asks but 
embodies the question, "Why is this 
important to me?" Even in the most 
abstract discussion, something must be 
at stake for the conversation to live and 
breathe, for us to find ourselves in it. 
That's the thing about St. John's- through 
our interaction with the people around us 
and, by means of the texts, with the great 
thinkers of our culture, we enter into 
learning with all parts of the soul and we 
discover that there is little chat does not 
interest us. 

At St. John's we call ourselves a commu
nity of learning. My time here, as well as my 
summer internships, has driven home for 
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Miss HucHEY-COMMERS LEAVES ST. JOHN'S 

WITH A PASSION FOR COMMUNITY EDUCATION. 
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me the truth that in order for either to be 
ftilly what it is, community and education 
must not be separate. Thinking along these 
lines, during my fall and winter breaks this 
year I have worked with teachers, students, 
and community leaders in Nelson County 
to design a program for high school 
students in which they will learn about 
the workings oflocal government by 
conducting research, attending meetings, 
discussing issues, and writing articles 
for the newspaper about what they are 
learning. Starling this fall, I will coorclinate 
the program for a year; beyond that, I am 
excited about making community educa
tion the focus in my career. Indeed, I am 
indebted co St. John's for helping me 
find such a strong focus for my career as 
a teacher. 

When my parents told me they would be 
unable to help me pay tuition at St. John's, 
I began to fill out application forms for as 
many local and national scholarships as I 
had time to apply for. I knew that St. John's 
was the right school for me, and I believed 
that somehow it would be possible for me to 
go. I was extremely fortunate in chat a 
Ruritan club, a local church, and a private 
foundation assisted me at different times. 
At first it seemed awkward co be receiving 
money from others; however, after the first 
time that I went to the Episcopal church 
service to thank the parish for its help, the 
experience of being a scholarship recipient 
changed. When I stood up to telJ the 
congregation about my work at St. John's 
and saw so many smiling faces looking back 
at me, I realized I was not alone in my 
endeavor, financial or academic. 

It is easy for us to consider our education 
as something we obtain ourselves, for 
ourselves. What I've realized in the course 
of talking with my sponsors is that this is 
not true. An education is brought about 
through the efforts of many people and if 
all goes weJJ, many people will be the 
beneficiaries of that education. To put it 
more strongly, an education is a gift from a 
community to a community. I've come to 
the place of being able to accept help with 
deep gratitude, joyfuIJy looking forward to 
the time when I can give back, and aJJowing 
the boundary between myself and my 
community to become less distinct. ♦ 
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FROM THE ALUMNI 

AssoCIATION 

PRESIDENT 

Dear Alumni, 

Even at St. John's 
College, technology 
changes quickly. 

Last year, the 
college and the 
Alumni Association 
instituted an online 
register, which pro
vided little more 
than contact information for alumni from 
both campuses and all programs. Thanks 
to all of you who registered for your com
mitment and patience during a bumpy 
implementation process. 

This year, the online register is being 
replaced with an Online Alumni Commu
nity, a user-friendly, flexible, and powerful 
tool to help you connect with fellow alumni 
in many different ways. This new virtual 
community offers: 

• Powerful search features to help you 
find and connect with other alumni. 
The site is designed to allow alumni 
to conduct a search for special net
working-for example, look for alumni 
working in the Jcgal field in New York 
City. As more alumni become 

AROUND THE 

CHAPTERS 
It was a busy year for Alumni Association 
chapters across the country, with the usual 
mix ofhmchcons and receptions, potlucks, 
picnics, and seminars. (With or without 
a potluck, Johnnies sti ll turn out for a 
seminar.) 

Here's a look at what's happening: 
• Albuquerque had six seminar/ 

potlucks; Austin had IO seminars, 
Baltimore enjoyed five seminars and 
hosted a networking seminar for 
juniors and seniors with the Annapolis 
and Washington, D.C., chapters. 

• The revival continues for the Boston 
chapter, which reported an "excel-

members, this search feature will be 
more helpful. 

• Announcements for alumni and other 
college events around the country. 

• Member forums where you can start a 
conversation or enter one in progress. 

• Information about Alumni Association 
chapters' contact information and 
activity schedules. 

• Faculty listings from both campuses 
with e-mai l addresses. 

• " Meeting space" for special groups of 
alumni. One current group is Military 
Family Alumni, for alumni who are 
either serving in or associated with 
the military. Mary Ruffin (Ao4) 
started the group after marrying a 
Naval officer. 

• "Personal space" where you can share 
information about yourself with ocher 
alumni, including your personal page, 
buddy list, web log, photo album, and 
resume. 

• Class home pages, class notes, and 
e-mail lists to help you stay in touch 
with members of your class. Alumni 
notes from The College magazine will 
be posted here, and classnotes you 
submit through the online community 
will also be printed in the next edition 
of the magazine. 

• Instant messaging. 
• A process that allows you to easily 

upload your photos of special events 
(a wedding) or special people (the new 
baby) to share with your classmates. 

lent" year with 13 well-attended 
seminars, many of which attracted 
new faces. Boulder enjoyed a poetry/ 
reading potluck along with 10 semi
nars; Chicago had seven seminars, 
and there were six seminars-one with 
dinner-for the Greater Puget Sound 
chapter. 

• As one of the largest chapters, New 
York is very busy: five seminars, seven 
movie nights, a reception picnic, and a 
holiday party. The chapter expanded 
its Web site significantly this year. 

• In Northern California, eight seminars 
and a seminar/picnic at Stag's Leap; 
one seminar and one outing to the 
Philadelphia Sha.Jcespeare Festival for 
Philly, and 12 seminars for Pittsburgh. 

• In Portland, alumni have been meeting 
regularly since October and have had 
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• Phoco galleries from special alumni 
events, such as chapter picnics, 
outings, and Homecoming, can be 
posted here. 

It is a wonderful and flexible tool for 
staying connected with others and with the 
college, and we' ve only begun to use just a 
fraction of the features available. One area 
ripe for development is a Career Services 
section that allows Johnnies to learn of job 
openings, post resumes, and advertise 
positions that are just right for Johnnies. 

If you're concerned that the list could be 
used for "spamming," don't worry: the 
system has safeguards built in to avoid 
alumni or unauthorized users from 
creating lists from the system. 

Your friends can only reach you through 
the Online Community if you have regis
tered as a member. As of May, close to r,600 
alumni have joined the community, with 
our younger alumni really taking the lead. 
It only talccs a few minutes, and approval is 
most often automatic-so do it today. You 
should also encourage your friends to 
register, so you can reach them through this 
virtual "Johnnie homecoming." 

To register, go to: 
www.stjohnscollege.cdu; click on "alumni" 
and follow the directions from there. 

For the past, present, and future, 
Glenda H. Eoyang 
President 
St. John's College Alumni Association 

four seminars since July. A tea party 
and six seminars took place in Santa 
Fe, six in Southern California, r2 in 
the Twin Cities, where the chapter 
completed a yearlong plunge into the 
theme of ""Who are we as Americans?·' 

• A highlight for the Washington, D.C., 
chapter was "A Day in the Country," 
hosted by Sharon Bishop (A65), with 
Eva Brann leading a seminar. The 
chapter will return this spring to 

Bishop's country place for another day 
in the country with a great book. 

• In seven other areas, reading groups 
are considering organizing chapters, 
or the association is reaching out to 
alumni to gauge the interest in getting 
a group of Johnnies together. ♦ 

- COMPILED BY CAROL FREEMAN, AGl94 
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GRANT PRESERVES 

GYM PLAQUES 
le talces 2.0 laps around the suspended 
wooden track in Iglehart Hall to complete a 
mile. That gives determined joggers and 
walkers ample opportunity co read the 
plaques lining the wall of the gymnasium in 
Annapolis, reminders from past generations 
of}ohnnie athletes that every sport requires 
the best effort every time. 

Thanks to a grant from the Alumni 
Association, the plaques look better than 
they have in years: 23 of 38 plaques in the 
collection, commemorating the alumni of 
the years 1871-192.8, have been cleaned and 
restored. The association provided a grant 
for the work, which cost $3,800. These 
plaques are of both nostalgic and historic 
value to alumni, being among the very few 
publicly displayed relics of the college's post
Civil War through post-World War I period. 

CHAPTER CONTACTS 
Call the alumni listed below for information 
about chapter, reading group, or other alumni 
actfrities in each area. 

ALBUQUERQUE 
Bob & Vicki Morgan 
505-275-9012 

ANNAPOLIS 
Beth Martin Gammon 
410-280-0958 

AUSTIN 
John Strange 
210-392-5506 
Bev Angel 
512,-926-7808 

BALTIMORE 
Deborah Cohen 
410-472'-9158 

BOSTON 
Ginger Kenney 
617-964-4794 

CHICAGO 
Rick Ligh tburn 
lightburn@ 
earthlink.net 

The class of 1889 left behind the motto 
Respice Finem- "look to the encl." The class 
ofr916 was a bit more Spartan in its athletic 
philosophy: Aul Vince,-e Aut Mori-"co con
quer or die, death or victory." The Latin 
phrases embodied by those athletic teams of 
years past represent a time when St. John's 
competed with the likes of Navy and Johns 
Hopkins in football and lacrosse, and usually 
won. Lofty values that transcended athletics 
were also emblazoned on the plaques: 
Omnia Vinci, Veritas, "truth conquers all 
things," declared the class ofr927. 

The plaques were cleaned and oxidized to 
a dark statuary finish, with an architectural 
coating applied. "Now you can really sec 
chem- even read the names-and from the 
court floor no less," says Athletic Director 
Leo Pickens. "Until the cleaning they were 
just like dark holes on the wall. The details 
on many of them are almost architectural 
and quite lovely." ♦ 

DALLAS/FORT NEWYORK 
WORTH Daniel Van Doren 
Suzanne Lexy 914-g49-68rr 
Bartlette 
817-i21-9rx2 NORTHERN CALIF. 

Deborah Farrell 
DENVER/BOULDER 415-i31-8804 
Lee Katherine 
Goldstein PHILADELPHIA 

72~46-1496 Bart Kaplan 
215-465-0244 

MINNEAPOLIS/ 
ST.PAUL PITTSBURGH 

Carol Freeman Joanne Murray 

612,-822-3216 724-325-4151 

ST. JOHN'S COLLEGE 
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
All alumni have automatic membership in 
the St. John's College Alumni Association. 
The Alumni Association is an independent 
organization, with a Board of Directors elect
ed by and from the alumni body. The board 
meets four times a year, twice on each campus, 
to plan programs and coordinate the affairs of 
the association. This newsletter within 
The College magazine is sponsored by the 
Alumni Association and communicates 
association news and eve ms of interest. 

President - Glenda Eoyang, SF76 
Vice President - Jason Walsh, A85 
Secretary-Barbara Lauer, SF76 
'freasurer- Bill Fant, A79 
Cetting•tlze-Word•OutAction Team Chair
Linda Stabler-Talty, SFGI76 

Mai/i,,gaddress-Alumni Association, 
St. John's College, P.O Box 2800, Annapolis, 
MD 21404, or n6o Camino Cruz Blanca, 
Santa Fe, NM 87505-4599. 

PLAQUES LINING THE WALLS OF IGLEHART H ALL 

ARE GLEAMING ONCE AGAIN, THANKS TO AN 

ALUMNI AsSOCIATION GRANT. 

PORTLAND SOUTHERN 
Lake Perriguey CALIFORNIA 
lake@law-works.com Elizabeth Eastman 

SAN DIEGO 
562,-426-1934 

Stephanie Rico TRIANGLE CIRCLE 
619•423-4972 (NC) 

Susan Eversole 
SANTA FE 919-968-4856 
Richard Cowles 
505-986-1814 WASHINGTON, D.C. 

Jean Dickason 

SEATTLE 301-699•6207 
Amina Brandt WESTERN NEW 
206-465"'7781 ENGLAND 

Julia Ward 
413-648-0064 

{ THE Co LL E c E. St. John 's College. Spring ,ioo5 } 



{ST. JOHN'S FOREVER} 

"COEDS INVADE 

ST. JottN's" 
n the fall of 1950, the faculty 
of St. John's College voted to 
admit women the following year. 
As Richal'd Weigle later recounted 
in his book Recollections of a 
St. Johns President, the vote was 

to be kept secret until the college's Board 
ofVisitors and Governors t0ok up the 
matter. One eal'ly plan suggested the 
possibility of establishing a women's 
college with the St. John's PI"ogram. 

The enrollment of women was in pal't 
a response tO the college's difficulty in 
building enrollment and achieving 
financial stability. But the overriding 
reason, Weigle said, was that women 
wanted to be here. 

When the news leaked out shortly after 
the boal'd's approval of the matter, he 
wrote, "students were in an uproar. 
A protest meeting was held in the Great 
Hall of McDowell ... just before students 
left for Christmas vacation .... Students 
believed that discussions in serninal's and 
tutorials would suffer and that women 
were not up to the rigors of the St. John's 
Program," Weigle wrote. 

The banner headline in the Evening 
Capital was set in type just a bit smaJ ler 
than the news of a big development in 
the Korean Wal'. It read: "Local College 
to Offer Program to Limited Number 
of Girls." 

A yeal' later, the Washington Post 
greeted the arrival of women with a photo 
spread and the headline, "Girl Students 
First to Enter Old College." The article 
quoted some male students as saying, "we 
were afraid ... that they were going to be a 
bunch of giggly girls, only interested in the 
Naval Academy." The men, the article 
concluded, were pleasantly surprised to 
note that the women took the rigors of the 
Program as seriously as they did. 

This fall mal'ks the 50th anniversary of 
the 1955 graduation of those pioneering 

women. Several members of the class are 
expected back for Homecoming in 
Annapolis this fall, where their role in 
forever changing the face of St. John's will 
be celebrated. ♦ 
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FEMALE STUDENTS LEAVE CLASS IN MCDOWELL 

HALL WITH TUTORS AND CLASSMATES, DATE DUE 
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