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Looking Back on 40 Years
Of The Gadfly

Written by Rose Pelham

On January 1st 2020 The Gadfly turned 40, making it 
comfortably more than twice the age of its average 
member. Though 40 is yet a half decade shy of offi-

cially middle-aged, within the perspective of a student––con-
fined more or less to four academic years––the origins of the 
paper are as lost to time as the name of the editor before last. 
(Though I do not believe this bothers Sebastian Barajas too 
much.) 

Even five years ago has nearly slipped into time immemo-
rial, leaving behind a partial archeological record of old issues 
that may nonetheless be one of the richest accounts of student 
life through the last four decades. (The Gadfly issue dated Sep-
tember 11th, 2001 is blissfully unaware of the events of that 
day––an instant relic.)

As our luck would have it, the original issue of The Gad-
fly––dated January 1st, 1980––survives, perhaps not in cor-
poreal form, but scanned and uploaded to a digital afterlife 
on internet advice. In it, the founding Editor-in-Chief, Rick 
Campbell, wrote the original letter from the editor about why 
he decided to found the new publication. Forty years on, I 
believe The Gadfly very much lives up to its founding goals, 
which you may read in its entirety quoted below:
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“Why do you want to put out anoth-
er paper?” I’ve been asked that question 
many times in the past week. I believe 
there is a need for a newspaper at St. 
John’s. A newspaper whose concern is 
serving the entire community, not only a 
part of it. Serving the community means 
providing it with the information it needs 
on a timely basis. It means addressing the 
problems of the community in a responsi-
ble and critical manner. 

There are problems within our com-
munity. Sometimes they are brought out, 
often they are hidden. In the spirit of the 
free and critical mind our program is 
to develop, this newspaper will practice 
those skills we are taught on the best sub-
ject possible––ourselves. 

Mr. DeMartini, the polity president, 
has spoken of the problems within the stu-
dent body, but that is only one problem. 
There is also a problem with communica-
tion between students and faculty. Some 
students get along fine with some tutors, 
but for the majority of us there is some-
thing lacking in the relationship. What 
that is and how it can be remedied, I don’t 
know. I hope that this newspaper will con-
tribute something towards identifying the 
problem. 

The community is primarily the stu-
dents and faculty. It is also our alumni. 
THE GADFLY is being sent to local area 
alumni in hopes of bringing them into a 
more active participation in the commu-
nity. They have experience in the ‘real 
world’ which THE GADFLY hopes to tap 
to help our undergraduates with the peri-
od after graduation. 

I also have personal reasons for start-
ing THE GADFLY. It is where I can prac-
tice writing, editing and organizing. I am 
an active person, not metaphysical. THE 
GADFLY is where I can act and see imme-
diate results. This newspaper is also_ for 
anyone who is interested in journalism, 
satire, parody, etc. If you have an idea for 
an article but don’t want to write it, or if 
you want to write but have no ideas, let’s 
get together. 

For those who asked ‘’why,” this is it.

Raison D’Être 
By Rick Campbell
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New Decade, New Delegate 
Council

Written by Sophia Heimbrock and Javier Romero

As the new semester and new decade 
begin, the polity welcomes several 
new officers to the Delegate Council 

(DC), including your president, Andrew Hill 
(A21). The Delegate Council is an elected body 
of student representatives whose primary re-
sponsibilities include “the representation of 
undergraduate student interests to the Dean” 
and “the management of funds available to 
the Student Polity.”

A primary issue raised in the election 
was whether the representation of student 
interests to the administration should be 
the chief concern of the DC. Hill’s campaign 
centerpiece was to create an organization in-
dependent of the Delegate Council, whose 
proposed function would be to coordinate 
communication between students and the 
Dean, while leaving budgetary responsibili-
ties to the DC.

Recently inaugurated president Andrew Hill and other officers 
at a meeting of the Delegate Council. Photo by Rose Zheng.
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Historically, the DC has relegated 
the task of representing student 
interests to subcommittees within 

the Council. The Committee for Student Life 
(CSL), now defunct, dissolved and “quietly 
abandoned,” according to Polity Herald Sam 
Berrattini, was one such subcommittee of the 
DC that attempted to engage students in the 
political process, and to represent their con-
cerns to school administrators.

“Bringing the CSL back as it [was] does 
not do enough. [...] What we really need is a 
body in which students can organize,” Hill 
said. To prevent a fate similar to the CSL, Hill 
suggests creating a system in which the stu-
dent body would be able to directly partici-
pate. “Where the CSL was appointed by the 
DC, the student union […] would be voted on 
by the [student] body at large.” In short, the 
DC would not directly oversee the student 
union; rather, the union would be an autono-
mous organization. 

However, confidence among officers in 
Hill’s ability to fulfill his campaign promis-
es is inconsistent. “I have some reservations 
about Mr. Hill not attending a lot of the meet-
ings and not seeming to me as dedicated to 
the Delegate Council as Sera [Johnson] was,” 
DC secretary Lexi Morrill (A21) said. “And I 
think that goes to the fact that he was in a po-
litical position [in the Maryland General As-

sembly], which I believe he still holds.”

Berrattini (A21) expressed a more favor-
able view of Hill’s tenure. “He’s always been 
more involved than the average delegate, 
and I respect that,” Berratini said. However, 
Berrattini expressed hesitance regarding Mr. 
Hill’s platform, saying, “His ideas seemed to 
me not to resonate with the general ideas of 
the Delegate Council.”

Regardless, Hill remains confident 
that the proposed student union will 
receive a stamp of approval from the 

Delegate Council. His first step will be to cre-
ate a committee to write a charter for the stu-
dent union.

 “I’m hoping that the people who will 
turn out are going to be the people who can 
really truly engage in the system with the best 
interest of creating a student union,” Hill 
said. “Next week I’m going to try to devote 
the agenda to the creation of this committee.”

St. John’S College Delegate Council 
meetings are on Wednesdays at 11:45 
A.M. in the Higgins private dining hall 
and are open to the polity.

Hill suggests creating a 
system in which the student 

body would be able to 
directly participate

His first step will be to 
create a committee to 
write a charter for the 

student union
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Room Inspections Planned 
for Over Long Weekend

Written by Miles Johnstone

Over the upcoming long weekend, St. 
John’s administrators will conduct 
room inspections. This decision is 

due to administration’s increased concerns 
about fire safety, due to the fire at Paca-Car-
roll House last May, and was prompted by 
Danielle Lico, Director of Student Wellness. 
“[The Room Inspections are] primarily about 
the fire we had last year,” Taylor Waters, Di-
rector of Student Services, said. 

“[Fire Safety] is the emphasis,” Robert 
Mueck, Director of Public Safety, echoed.

Room inspections taking place over the  
long weekend is an attempt to limit disrup-
tion to students. “We will do a couple minute 
scan of the room, and make sure the pow-
er strips aren’t overloaded,” said Waters.
Room inspections will maintain the current 
policy on looking through a student’s space. 
“We are going to be completely respectful to 
your space,” Waters said, and affirmed that 
students’ desks and drawers would not be 
searched.

 “It’s not about disciplining, it’s about 
educating,” Waters said. Waters intends to 
send an email communicating to students 
what administration will be looking for during 
inspection, describing the goal as to “give stu-
dents the opportunity to check themselves.”

“When I used to do [room inspections], 
I would hesitate to even enter the room. This 
is someone’s living space,” said Waters, lay-
ing out administration’s hesitation. 

“This is an administrative search. This 
is not us going in as public safety officers, as 
police…the goal is not for this be some inva-
sion of privacy.” Mueck said.

Room inspection of this nature would 
not be unique to St. John’s. “When I [worked] 
at George Washington University [and] the 
University of Maryland, that was done,” 
Murek said.

Administration’s stated leniency does 
not extend to covering fire alarms.“That is re-
ally putting another student’s life at risk. That 
is one of the things that really gets a bee in my 
bonnet,” Waters said. 

“Thank god that sprinkler system 
worked,” Murek said, reflecting on the Pa-
ca-Caroll fire. 

Waters emphasised that students who 
covered fire alarms would receive fines. “It 
takes a lot of action to climb up there and cov-
er (it) up,” Waters said.

“This is an administrative 
search... the goal is not for 
this to be some invasion of 

privacy.”
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Room inspections will not be limited 
in scope to fire safety concerns.“The 
other thing we will be looking for is 

maintenance things,” Waters said. “Buildings 

and Grounds [says to me], ‘If we had known 
[about maintenance issues in rooms], we 
could have started repairing two weeks ago.” 
Waters said.

Another goal of the room searches is to 
take an inventory of furniture, Waters said, 
expressing concern that College property, 
like furniture, sometimes don’t remain in 
buildings.

It is not only rooms that will be inspect-
ed. “I will be looking at hall things, like if peo-
ple are storing bicycles in halls. So, I will be 
looking generally, in addition to individual-
ly,” Waters said. 

“We will do it three times a year, two of 
them will be announced. One of them will be 
unannounced, and that will probably be in 
the fall of next [academic] year.” said Waters 
on future plans for room inspections.

“We will do it three times a 
year, two of them will be an-
nounced. One of them will 

be unannounced.”

Students will be subject to room searches over long weekend, but not to worry —
drawers and desks will not be rifled through.
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On-Campus Housing
Written by Joe Cunningham

The class of 23’ has begun reading 
Ethics, much is hoped for as to their 
moral improvement. One of the first 

things Aristotle let them know is to expect 
only as much precision as his subject matter 
permits. I would like to make the same ap-
peal for the subject of on campus housing. 

The first big reveal is that the identity 
of the person with complete control of the 
housing situation is one Mr Noman. Power 
alley contains many decision makers who in-
fluence housing, but no one is all powerful. 
However, if it were possible for one person to 
be in charge of it all, it would be Taylor Wa-
ters, Director of Student Services.

Ms. Waters wants the polity to know she 
is always listening. Based on what she hears 
from parents, RAs and students, she forms an 
overall idea of how each class is doing, and 
each year, the feedback informs a review of 
housing policy. Here as well, St. John’s claims 
its metric is conversation.

Ms. Waters calls the backdrop to this 
ongoing process  the “master plan,” which 
dictates that all students should live on cam-
pus, baring special accommodations. This 
plan has been realized in Santa Fe, but here 
the supply of housing has never been suffi-
cient to implement it. 

There is a ghost of a dorm that exists 
somewhere outside the tennis courts, which 
has been a part of the plan for decades. Scat-
tered around the college, there are remnants 
of the historic housing capacity from the days 
when it was fully residential. The college used 
to own lovely housing donated for the use of 
tutors, which it sold. It used to provide stu-
dent storage facilities, where now it provides 
a photon lab. Our small college has a big pre-
mium on space.

On the maintenance of existing build-
ings Nathan Dugan, Assistant-Dean, refus-
es to paint a rosy picture of all needs being 

Here as well, 
St. John’s claims its metric 

is conversation.

8

Opinion

8



addressed in two years, but Buildings and 
Grounds is performing walkthroughs to as-
sess those needs. The concrete plan is for 
Randall to be refitted, and further develop-
ments have been mooted for the non-historic 
side of Paca-Carroll. 

Now I think we’ve all heard rumors 
they do more hard stuff in Santa Fe. 
But in search of how housing pol-

icy might change the academic culture, talk 
to Mr. Dugan. He says that if students make 
it through the first two years of the Program, 
they are far more likely to finish it. The change 
in housing policy is to benefit these students.

Mr. Dugan described how Junior Lab 
classmates have had time to figure out that 
they are all strugglingly horribly, but in Soph-
omore Language, however, students might 
not realize that they share a burden, if they 
live off-campus. Being present together sup-
ports behaviors like attendance, so there’s 
more immersion in the program, and the 

bonds between students grow. They get a 
more rounded idea of each other’s characters 
by spending time together outside of class. 

This vision of a deeper sense of cam-
pus community doesn’t feel accessible for all 
Johnnies. The financial reality is that most 
college students have to work, and on-cam-

pus housing is disproportionately expensive. 
There is also a note of caution to add to the 
argument that a community reinforces be-
haviours. Sometimes those behaviours aren’t  
positive.

Unfortunately, there are limited pos-
sibilities for bringing the benefits of 
off-campus housing onto campus. 

Adding flexibility to the meal plan has been 
considered a number of times, and rejected 
as unfeasible, because for colleges this small 
food is a package deal. Ms. Waters’ conviction 
that the meal plan provides, in her words, “a 
good variety of delicious food” has been key 
to the housing decision. 

On the cheapness of off-plan food Mr. 
Dugan had this to say: “I don’t want to be pa-
ternalistic, but if we’re going to have people 
living off ramen, I’d rather it wasn’t the soph-
omores.” Ms. Waters added she was working 
to pass on the savings of triples to students, 
but as of now, they cost the same as doubles.

The administration is aware of these 
challenges, but they strongly believe the sup-
port of on-campus housing is necessary to 
lower attrition in the first years of college, 
something which has its own set of financial 
consequences for students. Their assessment 
is that the supply of campus resources like 

The financial reality is that 
most college students 

have to work, and 
on-campus housing is 

disproportionately expensive.

The admin … strongly believe 
the support of on-campus 

housing is necessary 
to lower attrition in the 

first years of college
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work study, emergency housing and commu-
nity mental health won’t be affected by the 
change, as the absolute numbers of students 
won’t change, just the proportion of upper-
classmen on campus. 

Upperclassmen who wish to stay on 
campus face a much tighter housing 
lottery. There is resistance to the 

idea of creating principles for selection that 
would influence the lottery. People are en-
couraged to come talk to the administration 
if they have problems with that. Those with 
disabilities are assured that they will contin-
ue to be accommodated .

For those of you who do get the boot, 
Danielle Lico, Director of Student Wellness, 
has written a pamphlet about off-campus 
housing. Ms. Waters also points to resources 
such as a senior notice board, planned mix-
ers and forums for rising sophomores, rang-
ing from how to cook to how to file a tax re-
turn. For students who have problems with 
their landlords, there is another pamphlet on 
renters’ rights. Students are encouraged to 
come to student services for everything short 
of legal advice, as Ms. Waters has experience 
talking to tricky landlords on behalf of stu-
dents. 

I asked Ms. Waters and Mr. Dugan if 
they expected the sense of community they 
were trying to incubate to express itself in a 
more organised student voice, through the 
Delegate Council (DC) for example. Both ex-
pressed interest in the DC taking a larger role 
in the area of student life. They want students 
to take the initiative in leading the communi-
ty they are trying to build on campus, but at 
the same time they are committed to letting 
this housing policy run its course.

This last question was prompted by the 
Ethics. For if students are faced with a com-
plex and fluid set of problems, Aristotle seems 
to expect them to turn toward the political 
science and think about the interests of their 
whole polity. Even if the latter can only be 
captured in outline. The Gadfly will be there 
to tell those stories.

Students are encouraged 
to come to student services 
for everything short of legal 

advice
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She Loves You,
You Piece of Shit.

Written by Hope Taglich

  She loves you, you piece of shit. 
  She has pushed out your kids, 
  And remained a size 6,
And she has paid your bills and in darker days sustained your will to live 
  And now we lay, having slept the night away, 
  At 11 a.m. on a sunny day, 
  Awaiting eternal damnation. 
  You will go home, inevitably, 
  In an hour or two or three 
  And she will kiss you as you walk in through 
The door, and ignore that your breath bears the stench of manicotti 
  And kush and strange pussy. 
  She loves you as I do.
  They say I can do better, and that may be true; 
  yet if I could do better, I don’t want to. 
  I met her once. She looked at me, wordlessly, 
  Dark eyes filled with defeat, and for a second I savored 
  Her sense of inadequacy. I am twenty-three, and I revel in 
  My visibility; I tell myself that one day I’ll be 
  As invisible as she. She loves you enough to cede
  Piece by piece of you to me, and I love you enough to be 
  At ease with a piece.
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Finally an Event That’s 
Not Sorta Bullshit

Written by Tamblyn Mitchell, and Elli Rees

Full of eager energy, the Mellon dance 
studio was transformed on Friday as 
a mass of Johnnies came together to 

celebrate the student musicians assembled 
for the (semi) weekly untitled techno show. 
With the smell of cigarettes wafting in from 
the loading dock outside, the disorienting 
and mystifying light display, and a massive 
wall of sound provided by each performer, 
the individual attendees formed a sort of col-
lective body, united in appreciation of music.

The first act of the night was Last 
chance, lovingly referred to as “the Fe boys” 
by junior musician Rigel Turner, presented 
their “sad cowboy music”  with all the passion 
and charm one could ask for. Their ability to 
move a crowd leaves no question as to why 
they have become regular players in the mu-
sical world of St. Johns. 

They were followed by the acoustic styl-
ings of Zach Leveroni (A 20), who performed 
with commanding power despite his set con-
sisting only of himself and a guitar. Ellie Gott 
(A 22) appeared next, playing a series of mel-
low original songs which managed to capture 
the attending polity’s attention more fully 
than any Friday Night Lecture. They swayed 
softly, seated or standing with many people 
in various stages of embrace. 

Gott was followed by S.I.D.S. (Sud-
den Idiot Death Syndrome), the sole fresh-
man-only act of the night. The band brought 
everyone back to their feet, the music radiat-
ing into the crowd, providing a hard-hitting, 
foot-stomping bridge to the more avant garde 
acts of the night. 

With Preswerve, Elaina Bowman (A 22) 
unveiled a multimedia “fever dream,” in the 
words of freshman Liz Dowdy, a thoughtful 
and impressive development from her proj-
ects’ debut and the Energeia launch party. 

Presiding over the whole evening were 
the techno party’s founders and final per-
formers, Rigel Turner(A 21) and Noah Ne-
gri (A 23), with their own project known as 
“Spark.” The pair’s relationship has been en-
tirely founded on music. They met as many 
Johnnies do – smoking cigarettes in the 
quad – and bonded over the experimentalist 
psych-rock group King Gizzard and the Liz-
ard Wizard. 

Turner described the live techno shows 
as emerging from “a certain musical quest, if 
you will,” but also as a natural progression of 
their growth as producers. In fact, their first 
partnership with the Fe Boys developed from 
their appreciation of the musicianship which 
Will and Kai (A 21) brought out into the quad 
while the weather was warm. 
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Negri and Turner have assembled an 
eclectic and diverse group of sounds 
to fill out their event, while inciden-

tally developing a microcosm of artists who 
represent the mess of a polity at St. John’s. 
The techno shows have become some of the 
most well attended events in our community, 
perhaps because they represent, in the words 
of Turner, “the opportunity to get out and do 
a student-led event that’s not uhhh… I don’t 
know… sorta bullshit.”

Negri “did assume it [the techno show] 
would take off,” after seeing the success of 
past musical events such as Laundry-Fest. 
What they couldn’t have known, however, 

was that they were creating an inclusive 
community drawing from all parts of the 
polity.

“For as long as I have been at the 
college, all of the student led events have 
been kind of by and for the purpose of 
continuing one certain faction of the stu-
dent body,” Turner said. “The techno show 
seems to have opened a space which pro-
vides for every type of Johnnie. There are 
no prerequisites – you only have to bring 
yourself.”

“For as long as I have been at the college, all of the student-led 
events have been kind of by and for the purpose of continuing one 

certain faction of the student body,”  — Rigel Turner
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Connecting, Fighting
Written by Silas Pillsbury, Staff Reporter

I didn’t feel like I had an understanding of 
things like courage or thumos, so I want-
ed to try it,” John Paul Asijah (GI)  said. 

Asijah is an Archon of Experimental Philoso-
phy, a club devoted to classical Greek culture 
in all its forms, but particularly relating to the 
warrior’s life. 

Every Johnnie has a different way of 
grappling with the great books. Some have 
long discussions, some reread religiously, 
and others profess select 
program books as hand-
books on how to live.
Whatever your method, 
the boldest of them all 
is to join Experimental 
Philosophy. 

“Experimental phi-
losophy was born of reading about classical 
virtues — specifically for me, it was the Nico-
machean Ethics and reading about bravery,” 
Asijah said. A talkative, twinkly-eyed Gradu-
ate Institute student at St. John’s, Asijah was 
dissatisfied with just reading about martial 
virtue. So he “gathered some rudimentary 
equipment, and I gathered some people, and 
we started trying it! And people started show-
ing up and asking ‘can we try too?’ ” Asijah 
said.

Jack Kelly (A23), another archon of 
club, consistently attends. Kelly takes advan-
tage of the physical nature of the club to deal 

with stress.

“Sometimes you know, you just get a lit-
tle angry, and you can come out and you can 
take your anger out in a healthy way at Exper-
imental Philosophy,” Kelly said.

But beyond this, Kelly has a pitch for 
why you may consider joining. “When [you] 
were younger, [you] wanted to, I don’t know, 
go be a knight or something, and [you] want-

ed to play with swords 
and stuff. And there’s no 
reason why that should 
have disappeared, some-
times you gotta learn to 
play again, channel your 
inner child,” Kelly said.

Experimental Phi-
losophy meets weekly on Saturdays, rain or 
shine. They dress in historical garb, and prac-
tice historical fighting techniques. Equipped 
with foam swords and shields, they duke 
it out on the St. John’s green. Many of the 
members are just looking to have fun swing-
ing foam swords at people, but according to 
Asijah, there are many lessons to be gleaned 
from the experience.

“We have learned things about martial 
virtue I think one of the big things is — we’ve 
really drilled fighting as part of a phalanx; 
we’ve formed shield walls, we march as a 
unit,” Asijah said.

Sometimes you know, you 
just get a little angry, and 
you can come out and you 

can take your anger out in a 
healthy way at Experimental 

Philosophy
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To an outsider, the aesthetics may seem 
ridiculous. Gallivanting on the lawn, they 
make quite a spectacle. Beneath the surface, 
however, there is something unavoidably se-
rious about this activity. 

“We’ve learned that if you try to be a 
hero, if you try to charge ahead of the rest of 
the group, you’re going to lose — quickly. You 
have to work together. You have to sublimate 
your desire for glory into the group,” Asijah 
said. 

Asijah connects this lesson to his expe-
rience in class.

“I feel like that’s also part of what hap-
pens in seminar. In my first seminar, I want-
ed to be like ‘everybody is going to think I’m 
a genius’. But that’s not really the purpose of 
seminar. It’s to arrive at new learning togeth-
er. And what we do in experimental philoso-
phy is just a physical manifestation of that,” 
said Asijah. 

But sparring isn’t everything they do. 
Experimental Philosophy has an interest in 
historical recreation as well. 

“Fighting is 51% of what we do. But a lot 
of what we do is we try to recreate historical 
clothing, we recreate historical food — you 
know bread and oil, I’m a big fan,” Asijah said. 

Asijah is so committed to historical rec-
reation that he is attempting to grow an an-
cient form of wheat.

“We’ve started to research historical 
grains — we wanted to see if you we can grow 
a little bit to make a more historical bread,” 
Asijah said.

On the side, Asijah has spirits brewing. 
To complete the historical experience, he 
wants to taste the ancient wine so often men-
tioned in antiquity. 

“I’m a winemaker, I started making wine 
a few years back. I’ve actually started digging 
through and finding ancient greek wine rec-
ipes, and I’m getting grapes shipped to me 
from across the world, and I press them. I 
make it in the ancient style.”

When asked as to the purpose of all this 
historical recreation, Asijah had a Johnnie 
style thesis.

“I’m way more connected to [history]. 
It’s not just like ‘I know evolution happens, 
and bread is different now.’ It’s ‘this is what 
tastes different about the bread.’ Once you 
can do that, you can say, ‘Well what do I like 
better? Has modernity been worth it?’ And I 
look forward to finding out.”

Experimental Philosophy is rooted in 
an effort to connect with the past, to 
understand the trajectory of the hu-

man experience. Beneath the spectator sport 
lies a dialogue about the books we read, from 
where and whence they come, and how we 
combat the ideas inside.
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Lights, Camera, Λογος:
TEDx premiers at St. John’s

Written by Lysithia Page

Lights dim. Cameras start rolling. Eyes 
stare at the stage in wonder – months 
of preparation had lead up to this mo-

ment. Hosts Avi Kumar, Head of Marketing 
(A21), and Ece Tuglu, Operations Manager 
(A21), began to speak. The first TEDx event 
in the history of St. John’s premiered on Jan-
uary eighteenth, 2020. Speakers were com-
prised of six students, three alumni and an IT 
manager. The endeavor was student-led and 
culturally diverse.

“Our organizing team [was] made up 
of six people, and [we were] representing six 
different countries. Somehow all of us knew 
about TED,” said Tuglu, who also held the ti-
tle of operations manager. Andrew Hill (A21) 
and Rei Osmani (A22) were co-curators, 
Shweta Aggarwal (A23) was student speaker 
director and Yunju Park (A20) was the head 
of design.

The first TEDx event in the history of St. John’s premiered on January eighteenth, 2020. 
Photo by JoRdan West-guZman.
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TED is an American media organi-
zation which posts videos of speeches, or 
“TEDtalks,” online. The organization’s catch-
phrase is “Ideas worth spreading.” 

“The purpose of a TEDx talk isn’t to ex-
plain an idea, but to inspire using that idea,” 
Chris Liu (A22) said. As they were trying to 
decide upon a theme, the organizers emailed 
alumni and asked them to sum up their ex-
periences at St. John’s. A majority cited their 
intellectual growth. As Tuglu put it, “The only 
constant is change.” In the end, the organiz-
ers chose the theme ‘On Second Thought.’

“Everyone in their lives at St. John’s at 
some point goes, ‘On second thought, I’m not 
sure what I said holds true,’ ” Tuglu said. 

In the words of Panayiotis Kanelos, 
president of the Annapolis campus, the event 
was about sharing “[a] culture of thought-
fulness and reflection with the world.” In his 
opening speech, Kanelos touched upon λογος, 
a Greek word with many translations, includ-
ing “speech,” “account,” “reason” and “ra-
tio.” Indeed, the sentiment of conversation as 
a means to speak about big ideas lay at the 
heart of the event.

“We had to make [our speeches] stop 
sounding like a paper, and start sounding 

like a conversation,” Sylvie McKnight-Miles 
(A23) said. In her TEDtalk, McKnight-Miles 
spoke about the physics of time.  

Preparations for the event began in 
March of last year. Student organiz-
ers approached the administration 

to request usage of Francis Scott Key (FSK) 
auditorium. Additionally, student organiz-
ers had to make contact with TED in order 
to procure a license to hold the event. Tug-
lu noted that in previous years, students had 
discussed staging a TEDx event at St. John’s, 
but this was the first time they had been able 
to get the license. 

Next, the organizers pitched the event 
to the Board of Visitors and Governors (BVG) 
in order to fundraise, and received $13,000. 
In September, an email was sent out to the 
St. John’s polity advertising the opportunity 
to speak at the event. The organizers made 
sure to involve the Graduate Institute in this 
process, and also sent emails to alumni. 

Once they chose the speakers, each were 
assigned a “point person,” as Tuglu called 
them, to collaborate on the drafts of their 
speeches. While the organizers planned the 
timeline well in advance, everyone experi-
enced the intensity of preparing for the big 
day. 

In the words of McKnight-Miles, “It 
taught me time management.”

We had to make [our 
speeches] stop sounding like 
a paper, and start sounding 

like a conversation
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Before Winter Break, the speakers and 
organizers began meeting together to prac-
tice in anticipation of the day of the event.  
Speaker Justin Horm, who is the senior net-
work manager at the college, would bring a 
loaf of home-made sourdough bread to each 
of these meetings. 

Finally, the day came. Volunteers ar-
rived at 9:00 A.M, and audience members 
started trickling in around 11:00 A.M.  In the 
lobby, Daryl Locke (A23) was commissioned 
to write poetry for guests on a vintage type-
writer belonging to Javier Romero (A23). 

Reflecting on the event, Tuglu empha-
sized that because it was the first of its kind, 

it was bound to be a situation of trial-and-er-
ror. “No matter what you do, you’re going to 
fail so much. But that’s the fun of it. You learn 
how to fix things,” Tuglu said. 

Although there were mishaps with the 
lighting and clickers, student volunteer Aidan 
Durias (A23) asserted that these were all part 
of the process. Durias recalled how he had 
signed up to be a regular volunteer, but then 
started helping out with the projector. “I was 
being just as flexible and proactive backstage 
as I was in the lobby,” Durias said. 

Looking forward, the BVG has ex-
pressed interest in holding TEDxSt-
JohnsCollege events in subsequent 

years. Tuglu was grateful for the amount of 
underclassmen who volunteered, and hopes 
they will continue to be involved. Liu re-
marked that by inviting members of the 
greater community of Annapolis to attend, 
what resulted was a celebration of how John-
nies interact with their surroundings. 

“Johnnies don’t just sit in their rooms 
and think. They go out into the world and 
make things happen,” Liu said. 

After the closing remarks, Tuglu and the 
four other organizers hugged each other. Au-
dience members spilled out into the FSK atri-
um, and congratulated the student speakers 
and organizers. According to Tuglu, it was a 
surreal experience to meet people whom she 
had emailed months earlier to fundraise for 
the event. 

“It just [clicked] in my head, ‘yeah, this 
person gave us $2,000 out of nowhere,’” Tu-
glu said.  The crowd soon evaporated, and the 
organizers, volunteers and speakers began to 
clean up. Elizabeth Dowdy (A23), who volun-
teered at the event, reckons they had been at 
work for eight hours. 

When there was nothing left to do, Tu-
glu took her shoes off and walked back to her 
dormitory in the rain. 

Johnnies don’t just sit in their 
rooms and think. They go 

out into the world and make 
things happen
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Play At St. John’s
Written by Chris Krueger

Dear Polity,
I imagine some of the Buildings and 

Grounds crew might have different opin-
ions, but one of the things I love most about 
the winter and spring semester at St. John’s 
is how refreshing snow can be on campus. 
There’s a novel and delightful physicality to 
it—the soft orange glow of a snowy night, the 
quieting of all sounds, the satisfying shape of 
the first steps through freshly fallen powder. 
Snow smooths the world’s rough edges.

These refreshing delights are not insig-
nificant, but I don’t think they’re what makes 
the snow so special for me. What’s so special 
is what the snow does to us. Winter can seem 
long and dark. The buildings (and our bones) 
creak and groan in the cold wind. And spring 
semester, with its essays and plans for the fu-
ture, can be an awful lot to manage. But when 
it snows, we slip and slide around. We become 
like children again, building forts and devi-
ously crafting snowballs. We sled. We make 
fires and hot cocoa. We see the world like new 
again. When it snows, the whole world invites 
us to play.

Psychiatrist Stuart Brown—founder of 
the lovely-sounding National Institute for 
Play—compares play to oxygen. He writes, “…
it’s all around us, yet goes mostly unnoticed 
or unappreciated until it is missing.” One of 
Dr. Brown’s colleagues, Scott G. Eberle, says 
“play is a process, not a thing…it begins in an-
ticipation and hopefully ends in poise, and in 
between you find surprise, pleasure, under-
standing—as skill and empathy—and strength 

of mind, body, and spirit.”
I believe that one of the finest aspects of 

our shared endeavors at this college is how the 
opportunity to play is almost always all around 
us. Most significantly, our academic program 
is quite in line with how Scott Eberle describes 
play: it’s a process that involves much anticipa-
tion wherein we’re often surprised, must em-
pathize, and through which our full humanity 
is strengthened. Moreover, our distinctive lo-
cation—the relatively spacious, open, semi-ur-
ban campus; our waterfront; our general loca-
tion in tiny, strange Annapolis, with its gaggles 
of ghost-tour takers—these aspects of where 
we are invite play. And it’s the same with our 
lives outside of the classroom, with our wide 
variety of student activities and clubs, as well 
as in our sports programs. Here, opportunities 
for play abound, and what’s true in our sports 
programs is true in most other activities, too: 
you are invited and welcome to start to play 
whenever the spirit moves.

If, this winter and spring semester, you 
find difficulty and heavy breath amidst the 
weight of the cold, the dark, or the thin air that 
can surround decisions about the future, re-
member what Dr. Brown said comparing play 
to oxygen, and this semester, don’t forget to get 
involved with something playful. Play board 
games. Invent your own game. Fill your lungs 
with a walk in the snow. Draw. Write. Come 
try a new sport. Just be certain to never for-
get how special our propensity for playfulness 
is, and always remember that, here, you’re al-
ways welcome to play. 
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Working in the House where
History and Charity Collide

Written by Lysithia Page

A day at work for Hannah Glick (A23) 
includes leading tours on floor-
boards older than the Declaration of 

Independence and making bean soup. Glick 
works at the Chase-Lloyd House, a national 
historical landmark and independent living 
facility for elderly women.

The house’s construction was complet-
ed in 1774, and not much has changed since. 
Chase-Lloyd house is an authentic example 
of American Federalist architecture and de-
cor – complete with a grandfather clock and 
sword once owned by Horatio Sharpe, a colo-
nial governor of Maryland. 

When asked why a mirror in the house 
was cracked, Glick replied “It’s older than 
America.” The history of the house even inter-
twines with that of St. John’s – one resident, 
by the name of Mary Tayloe Lloyd, became 
romantically involved with Francis Scott Key 
(A1769).

“[Key] would write her poems, and she 
was like, ‘these are so cheesy, I’m going to 
make hair curlers out of them,’ ” Glick said. 
“And then they got married.” To this day, 
Lloyd’s portrait hangs in the dining room. 
(On the topic of any spectral residents, Glick 
responded, “If you believe in ghosts, most 
definitely.”)

Through her work at the Chase-Lloyd 
House, Glick has had multiple opportunities 
to engage hands-on with historical artifacts. 
Recently, for example, Glick was tasked with 
transporting an antique silver tea set belong-
ing to previous resident Hester Chase Ride-
out.  

“I had to move it the other day because 
the Women’s Auxiliary was like, ‘I don’t want 
this here,’” Glick said. 

Glick expressed gratitude for the vari-
ety of work she undertakes at Chase-
Lloyd, and additionally emphasized 

that the house management team is still hir-
ing. Jobs are currently available in gardening, 
elderly care and historical restoration. As for 
Glick, she loves her work at the Chase-Lloyd 
house. 

“I get to feed my love for history, as 
well as serve the community and give back to 
women in need,” Glick said.

When asked why a mirror 
in the house was cracked, 

Glick replied: “It’s older than 
America”
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Hannah Glick (A23) points at a marble mantlepiece imported from England.

Mary Tayloe Lloyd, wife of Francis Scott Key, lived in the Chase-Lloyd House.
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Featured Photos from the 
Energeia Launch Party

Written by Lysithia Page

Energeia, the St. John’s arts publication, held a party in the 
fishbowl on January tenth, 2020.  “We wanted to give the polity 
the feeling that the art community is something that we can all 

work on. There’s no exclusivity, no prerequisites. We just want 
people to express themselves,” Adam Schulman (A21) said. 

Photos by Lysithia Page

22

Student Life

22



Sofe Cote (A21) designed stickers featuring mathematical propositions for the party.

Daryl Locke (A23) emceed the event and published several poems in this issue.
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The STudenT newSpaper of
ST. John’S College

60 College Avenue

AnnApoliS, MArylAnd 21401

Founded in 1980, the Gadfly is the student newsmag-
azine distributed to over 600 students, faculty, and 
staff of the Annapolis campus.

Opinions expressed within are the responsibility of 
the author(s). The Gadfly reserves the right to accept, 
reject, and edit submissions in any way necessary to 
publish a professional, informative, and thought pro-
voking newsmagazine.

Submissions sent to the Gadfly should either be in 
Micrsoft Word or JPEG format. The deadline for sub-
missions is the Friday prior to publication.

The Gadfly meets every other Sunday at 7 PM in the 
BBC. For more information, contact us via email at: 
sjca.gadfly@gmail.com
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