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On The Program 

Have you ever wondered what we're doing 
in language tutorial? It's certainly not 
like any language class I've ever had be­
fore. We don't learn to speak or write a 
another language. Although we do learn to 
read, somewhat, that doesn't seem to be a 
major concern of the language program. In 
this conversation between Mr Barr and Mr 
Taliaferro, the relation of the lanquage 
tutorial to the program is discussed 
along wi ·h how language is best taught. 

This conversation ~oak place in Mr Barr ' s 
office in McDowell on August 20 , 1938 and 
was broadcast over WFBR Baltimore. 

Rick Campbell ' 81 

1': I believe you wanted my c omment, Mr . Barr, 
on the publicity the college has received s i nce 
it undertook the St. John's Program. Most people 
have considered it f avorable. I think it has 
been bad. I think i t has been bad because all 
this talk of the "hundred great books" must have 
made a great many people think the Progam was an­
other typical new-fangled educational experiment . 
The College should have seen to it that there was 
less talk of the St . John's book-list and more 
~nde rs tandi ng o f the t utorials in language and 
mathematics. 

B: But isn ' t it true that the essence of the 
St. John's Program is an understanding of the 
books on the list? Isn't it also true, Mr. Tali­
aferro, that had the Col l ege a year ago announced 
that the essence of the New Program wa s a ground­
ing in language and mathematics, your same people 
would have thought this was the Latin , Greek, and 
Mathematics that made the last generation stuffy? 

T: I'm no t sayi n g you s houl d have announced a 
back-to-the-classics-movement . I admit St.John's 
is not doing that. Actually, I think there are 
entirely too many classical Latins on the list 
now. I'd begin by eliminating Cicero. 
B: I wonder. The Roman Republic and Empire 
are part of our intellectual tradition , aren ' t 
they? I admit somehow Cicero -- happened. 

T: I think I distrust the historical pattern. 
After all, too many things just happen. And in­
cidentally, it's this effort to "cover" the past 
that the seminar discussions of the books are 
most likely to get wrecked on . 

B: I agree. But the seminar discussion mustn't 
be allowed to get wrecked on coverage. We must 
see to it that the discussions furnish the stu­
dent practice in close argument and analysis.And 
the discussions can ch that in a way that drill 
in Greek or mathematics cannot do. 

T: I can imagine nothing more valuable, so long 
as they never become loose talk. But with the 
best seminar discussions in the world, we would 
still need the tutorials. Even if the discussions 
of the great books gave the student the power to 
read and speak and write and think, it still 
wouldn't give him what he can get from a ~igorous 
drill in mathematics. I don't object to mathema­
tical works being discussed in seminar. But I 
don't belive y ou would argue for just "discussing" 
Euclid's Elements. 

B: I admit the difficulty in mathematics. But 
how much does a student get out of a Greek tu­
torial that he doesn't get in other ways out of a 
properly led discussion? 

T: I should say he gets another set of language 
symbols to manipulate. Having to put the same 
i dea into both Greek and English, instead of just 
i n English, is a pretty good way to distinguish 
the idea from t he words you can put it in. 

B: Granted. Granted. But in a good seminar dis­
cussion terms have to be so carefully defined that 
in effect the student is using several sets of lan­
guage sybols -- he is speaking several different 
l anguages , translating from one to the other, all 
wi thin an English vocabulary. 

T: I admit his different terms give him differ­
ent vocabularies. But there the analogy stops. 
He uses only one set of language rules, the syn­
t a x of English grammar. He gets no comparative 
grammars , so h e never gets the essentials of gram­
ma r i n ge ne ral. 

B.: I f I we re stubborn, I might try to persuade 
you that even inside English there are several 
d i fferen t kinds of syntax. But I won't. I'll ad­
mi t t hat s t udying Greek is a quick method to 
understand the basic problems of any language, in~ 
e l uding your own. And that's precisely why your 
l anguage tutorials are preparing St. John's stu­
dents to discuss the great books in seminar and 
di scuss them rigorously. 

T: Bu t I don ' t admit, Mr. Barr , that the language 
tutorial is good only in so far as it makes good 
s emi nar discussions possible. Drill in Greek gives 
a knowledge of language and a knowledge of lan­
guage is a good in itself . 

B: When it is refined by actually using 
discuss i mportant i deas . Otherwise it's i----------
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grammar and is doomed -- as witness what has hap­
pened to the classical languages in the average 
college. It became memory work. Once it became 
memory work, we quite properly discarded it, and 
gave more time to natural science. 

T: The virtue of memory work depends on what 
you memorize. Our freshmen in Greek tutorials 
memorize the difinitions of Euclid in Greek and 
passages of Plato as well. This year's sopho­
mores are memorizing the original Latin passages 
of St. Augustine's Confessions. I think the tu­
tori·a1s have proved to both tuto"rs and students 
that· this sort of memorizing i s a very different 
matter from merely memorizing nice sentences about 
nothing. 

B: All of which takes time, Mr. Taliaferro. And 
what are you going to take the time from? The 
reading of the great books? I'm afraid the lan­
guage tutorials as you would have them, take too 
much time. 

T: I think they take too little. And we could 
easily get more time by teaching fewer languages. 
At present the Program gives a year of Greek, a 
year of Latin, a year of French, a year of German. 
Why not two years of Greek, and two years of 
French? 

B: There are two objections in my judgment.First, 
the primary object of the language tutorials at 
St. John's is to give students a language sense, 
not to turn out Greek Scholars or French scholars. 
Learning the structure of a different language 
each year forces the attention on that language 
sense. If they get that sense, they will exhibit 
i t in their use of English. Which is what we 
would expect and desire. Secondly, in t h e in­
terest of speed, they are reading all the great 
books in English translation: the four languages 
give them enough of the tongues in which the 
books were originally written to take the curse 
off the translations. 

T: As to your first point, that shifting the 
language from year to year focusses the attention 
on the language sense rather than specialized 
knowledge of a given language, I should say that 
a thorough knowledge of the syntax of Greek and 
a growing knowledge of Enlish syntax plus a know­
ledge of the syntax of mathematics would give 
them enough varations to get what your want. For 
we mustn't forget that mathematics i s a l anguage 
too, and a very powerful language at that . 

B: But why two years for Greek? You 1 re not 
joining the hue and cry, are you, that you 
can't learn Greek in a year? 

T: I certainly am not. You can't learn it in 
a year the way it's commonly taught. Not by doing 
s.ixty lines a day. Or by learning a small piece 
of a verb every two or three weeks, and reading 
second-rate stuff. Or reciting in large classes. 
But you can, as we are doing it, that is by doing 
it rapidly enough to make it interesting. 

B: Precisely. I congratulate you and the other 
tutors on the results you've been getting. But 
isn't your success against you in the present ar­
gument, Mr. Taliaferro? 

T: Sorry, but I don't think it is. I think Greek 
is more worth studying than Latin, in itself.It's 
subtler. And it contains better subject-matter. 
Why take the second best? 

B: I'm afraid you want a Greek department. 
These sound like the typical arguments of a col­
lege department. And if the St. John's Program 

develops _ departments in the modern . sense, 

it's cooked, Mr. Taliaferro. Just plain cooked-­
_as I'm s e· you know. 

T: I admit it would be. I'm not arguing for 
making Greek our pet subject. I'm arguing for 
due emphasis on solid drill in language and 
mathematics, a thing that seminar discussion 
won't give. I'm arguing that in language and 
mathematics the student will finallv discover ba­
sic grammars, and grammars that are - not very far 
apart either. 

B: Sorry. I accused you of starting a depart­
mental racket. I was wrong. You are act~ally 
starting a grammarian's racket. Just as dan­
gerous, I'm afraid. 

T: No, I'm merely pointing out the obvious. I 
admit the tutorials in language and mathematics 
can be considered as means to an end: they pre­
pare the student to do competent work in reading 
the books and in discussing them. In that sense 
the tutorials subserve the seminar. Are subordi­
nate to the seminar, if you like. Without the 
fundamental drill of the tutorials, I think your 
seminars would degenerate into tea-table talk about 
the great books. On the other hand, the seminar 
serves the tutorials. Without the excitement of 
seminar discussions, the drill in languages and 
mathematics would risk losing its point. Finally, 
I don't admit either tutorial or seminar is an end 
in itself. Both are a means to make the student 
think clearly. My only reason for bringing up 
the problem this evening is that I think the 
College ought to make it clear, not only to the 
student but to the public, that both are ne ... ~ded. 
Then there would be less talk about the hundred 
best books -- a really detestable phrase -- and 
more about what the St. John's student really 
does. 

B: I admit gladly, Mr. Taliaferro, that the lan­
guage study and mathematics support the reading 
of the books on the St. John ' s list. And that the 
seminar discussions of the books support the drill 
in language and mathematics. But I should want to 
add that the scientific laboratory also supports 
the tutorials in mathematics -- among other thi~gs. 

And that the formal lecture, once or twice a week, 
supports every other form of instruction used. 
Though I should oppose the present college custom 
of several informal lectures a day, with no chance 
for the student to talk back and to take intellec­
tual responsibility. 

T: All fine. This is a more complete picture than 
is usually given. That's why people have been sus­
picious we weren't really reading the more diffi­
cult books. I want it known we are not only dis­
cussing, but we're understanding. 

B: But you've omitted one interesting fact 
about the seminar. The seminar group learns the 
arts of thinking, by discussing,and I admit the 
seminar has no patent on teaching people to 
think straight. But in addition, the students 
in the seminar are not merely discussing. They 
are discussing something. And what they are 
discussing is a number of very great works, works 
that stand among the greatest products of the hu­
man mind. They learn from them what the problems 
are that every single generation of men has faced, 
including their own generation. The seminars 
furnish not merely a teaching method, and a learn­
ing exercise. They furnish, through the books, 
a content, a very rich content . They enable a 
student to claim the intellectual heritage that 
is his as a member of a great civilization . 

I important. But I think 
to let people suppose 
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by Bryce Jacobsen 
BASKETBALL 

Feb 23 .•. Guardians-78, Spartans-51. The Spartan 
A's were almost competitive, losing the first per­
iod by only tour points, and the last by eight. But 
~heir 3's let the game get away from them, ultimate­
ly losing 21-6. Some of the Spartans who usually 
?lay B were playing A ••• which could have something 
to do with all this. 

Five players achieved that renowned plateau known 
as double-digit-scorinq ... Messrs. Whalen, Leizman, 
Schuler, Guaspari and Nau. Others ca.me close, such 
as Mr Ney and Mr Henry. 

Still hers a~hieved double-digit-rebounding, 
double-digit-assists or double-diqit-steals ... but 
unfortunately, we do not keep records ~n all ~his. 

Feb 25 ... Hustlers-82, ~ruids-71. Last time the 
Druids won 62-60, and now the title was on the line 
... so we all knew 4t was going tone a -losely con­
tested match-up. 

For a period it was a standoff, with the two teams 
tr3dinq baskets, for the most part. But then the 
Hustler B's, after falling behind, went ahead bv 
five points in the final moments of the second period. 

This was all that the Hustlers needed. Once again 
they matched the Druids in the final period, basket 
for basket. Eventually the Druids were reduced to 
fouling ... and finally, after going 6 for 19 at the 
foul line, the Hustlers started making more foul 
shots than they missed. Hence their modest lead was 
increased at the end. 

How is it that the Hustlers scored 60 points 
against the Druids in January, and 82 in this game? 
The score book reveal• that Messrs. Ada.ms, Ewing, 
~oynihan, Smith and Wall scored, in toto, 17 points 
in the firat game ••• and 47 in this one! 

11-

You .SE.~J W 1 u...'I'.> ~ovJ 
j~T Yov t-IA'/t: E.~~YEJ) 

ntt PL~5U~5 or ~Pr( 
~;WHAT A FIJTI LE. 
Tl1/N6- STuDY'JNc;.. 1$ ••. 

£.S f>E.C..lAU.. Y INHt:,rJ 

5?P-JN<S 1.5 IN Trlf. At~ 1• 

This means that we shall have a play-off game to 
determine the league championship, on Wed, Mar 4 @ 4. 

FREE THROW TOURNAMENT ..• Feb 26 

This was won by the Guardians, with the Hustlers 
a close second ... followed by the Druids, Greenwaves 
and Spartans. Mr Rutherford and Mr Zenone cf the 
Guardians maae 20 out of 25. Mr Sorenson of the 
Hustlers and Mr Born of the Druids made 19. Mr Mul­
holland of the Guardians and Mr Maddocks of the 
Hustlers made 18. 

TWO-ON-TWO TOURNAMENT ••. Feb 28 

rhis was won by the Hustlers, with the Guardians 
a close second. The Spartans were third, the Druids 
fourtn and the Greenwaves fifth. 

SOFTBALL will start right after Spring Vacation. 
Remember to bring a glove back with you •.• and some 
long underwear and a warm sweat suit for those chilly 
breezy days. The schedule is already posted. 

LEAGUE STANDINGS (Final} : 

BASKETBALL w L TP VOLLEYBALL w L TP 

·Druids 7 l 22 Druids 7 l 22 
Hustlers 7 l 22 Spartans 5 3 18 
Guardians 4 4 16 Guardians 5 3 18 
Spartans l 7 10 Hustlers 2 6 12 
Greenwaves 1 7 10 Greenwaves l 7 10 

THIS WEEK'S SCHEDULE: 

Basketball ... Wed 4:00 Hustlers-Druids 

SCHEDULE RIGHT AFTER VACATION: 

Softball·.-.. ~ Wed 4: 00 Spartans-Druids 
Thurs 4:00 Greenwaves-Guardians 
Sat 1:30 Hustlers-Spartans 

3:00 Greenwaves-Druids 



WOMEN'S by Lisa Cobb 

VOLLEYBALL 

Feb 24 Nymphs-3, Furies-0 

The absence of Sue Coffee was evident in this 
Fury defeat (3-15, 5-15, 13-15). Misses Alers, 
Stuck a nd Oosterhout made a good attempt to save 
the Furies, but the Nymphs' serves were hard to 
return and even harder to set. When Miss Kamensky 
wa lks up to the serving line the Furies tense up 
~11 anticipation. Miss Haskins and Miss Gowdy are 
prov ing to be formidable Nymph players. They have 
a lot of control and can complete a set very ef­
fectively. 

Feb 26 FREE THROW CONTEST 

Maenads •••• 81 
Amazons •••• 67 
Furies .•••• 61 
Nymphs ••..• 59 

Liz Stuck had the highest 
individual score - 17. 

Feb 27 Amazons-2, Nympha-3 

The Nymphs pulled off another victory today, but 
not without a struggle (15-11, 13-15, 15-5, 11-15, 
1 5-10) • Miss Tive and Miss Nogales of the Amazons 
put some tremendous serves over the net, while Miss 
Nelson kept the sets going with Miss Viola and Miss 
Smith's help. However , the Nymphs had quite a bat­
t alion out today. Again Mias Haskins and Miss Gowdy 
saved the day many times. Miss Abrams scored many 
points with her soft serves that barely topped the 
net and fell into the front linesmen's laps, where 
it's difficult not to tangle ball and body with the 
net. 

Feb 28 TWO-ON-TWO CONTEST 

Scores for individual games: 

16 Nymphs 0 Maenads 
Furies 
Amazons 
Furies 
Nymphs 
Amazon a 

16 Amazons 6 
16 Nymphs 14 
17 Maenads 8 
16 Furies 2 
17 Maenads 2 

Final results for team points: 

Furies •••••• 3 
Amazons ••••• 2 
Maenada ••••• l 

·Nympha •••••• o 
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