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OF ST. JOHN'S COLLEGE

Densmore earns Master's Constitution
under reviewpresenter.

Although the conversation resembled 
one that might take place at a senior oral, 
says Bart, the quality of the paper was 
altogether different. The expel^tons for 
the essay are very different,” he explains. 
Ms. Densmore’s is a very serious and sus-
tained piece of study, any small piece of 
which would probably make an acceptable 
senior essay.”

Bart received his Master’s at the Santa 
Fe campus in 1964 after defending his 
thesis, acommentary on thepartsof Newton 
read in the junior math tutorial.

According to Van Luchene, the Master’s 
program “makes particularly good sense 
here,” at St. John’s, being more akin to 
Master’s programs in England than in the 
US.

“At Oxford and Cambridge, when a 
petsonreoeived his BA,afterfive years he or 
she could apply for a Master’s and receive it 
without any fuss,” says Van Luchene. “A 
Bachelor’s suggests a certain beginning 
achievement, asufficiency to begin life in the
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Dana Densmoreand husband Bill Donahue, 
Photo—Amy Hill

by Tom Jacobson
Over 60 students and faculty members 

packed the Ault-Evers Room on
Wednesday 30 September as Tutor 

Dana Densmore defended her Master’s 
thesis, ‘The Cause of Gravity in Newton’s 
Principia," before a committee of her peers.

According to the St. John’s catalog, a 
tutor may apply to the Instruction Committee 
(1C) to become a candidate for the degree of 
Master’s of Liberal Arts, after he or she has 
taught for at least two years at the College. 
Once approved by the 1C, the candidate 
must write a thesis and go through an oral 
examination on the paper.

Densmore has now completed all these 
requirements, and will receive her

diploma in May, afong with this year’s 
seniors and Graduate Institute students.

Densmoreisthefirsttutorintwentyyears 
to earn her Master’s on this campus. Paul 
Mannick and Galen Breningstall were the 
lasttwo such redpients,eaming their degrees 
in the early 1970’s. As far as anyone knows, 
St. John’s is the only college in the United 
States that offers the opportunity to gain a 
Master’s in this fashion.

The tutors on Densmore’s examining 
committee were Robert Bart, Dean Hag-
gard, and Peter Pesic. Stephen Van 
Luchene, Dean of Students, acted as her

mmmthat comes from experience and further 
study.”

Densmore, who received her Bachelor’s 
from St. John’s Annapolis in 1965, began 
writing her paper two summers ago. Her 
decision to write on Newton came out of a 
long struggle with the Princifxa. “Newton is 
very hard,” she says. “Unlike Euclid, he 
doesn’t give you the steps. He gives you 
somehintsaboutthe propositions, butyouVe 
got to prove them.”

“As it happened I was assigned junior 
mathfouryears in a row, so I got those proofs 
thoroughly worked out. I kept trying to see 
what would allow students to understand 
Newton deeply, while retaining the initiative 
to work it out themselves.”

She found that, for the most part, only a 
handful of students took the time to workout 
the proofs thoroughly on their own.

“It’s hard to know how to prove them,” 
says Densmore. ‘You could just take his 
word for it.” But that, she says, lead people to 
say, “‘Newton couldn’t prove it, so he just 
assumed it.’”

‘That disturbed me. My sense of justice 
was aroused. If you don’t see the intermedi-
ate steps, you can’t see how he proved it.” 

Densmore found that her experience 
with Newton as an undergraduate

helped hergreatly onceshe left St John’s. 
“Often I’ve had something dumped in my 
lap,and I hadtofigureoutwhatwasgoingon,
I had to do something with it,” she says.

With the thought that “I survived Junior 
math, I can do it,” Densmore found that she 
was able to solve problems she initially 
continued on page 7

by Daphne Blumenthal
While our heads, here at St. John’s, may 

be upin the clouds, the community has been 
exhibiting an on-going effort to get its feet 
down on the ground.

This trend can be verified by high-tech 
manuals, a legitimately-run computer cen-
ter, and a politically-sawy President; and the 
Student Polity Council is no exception.

In an effort to form a more perfect union, 
the Council has been working on a new and 
improved constitution. Hopefully the revi-
sion wiII create an organized and unambigu-
ous basis for our governing body.

According to the current constitution, any 
amendment needs to be approved by 2/3 of 
the Polity Council, as well as by a simple 
majority of the Student Polity (this means 
you).

The process by which the revision is 
ocurring begins with the Constitution Com-
mittee (Richard Durham, Russ Ford, and 
David Harman),formed last year. They have 
been working in consultation with Council
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bugs in the old constitution.

The more recentdrafts havebeenshown 
to President Agresto and to Assistant Dean 
Cook,forlegal,bgistical,andstylisticadvice. 
The Committee hopes to present the Coun-
cil with a proposed revision deemed accept- 
ablebyallfouroftheofficers (Chair, Vicechair, 
Secretary, and T reasurer), at which ti me the 
Coundl,and then the student body, willvote.

One process that would be affected by 
the proposed new constitution would be the 
chartering of organizations, and the appro-
priation of funds. The proposal requires an 
annual review of all charters; any charter not 
renewed during this time would cease to be 
effective. Currently all charters ever ratified 
by the Council are eternally valid, and this is 
a cause of much confusion.

The new proposal also includes a “Con-
stitution Committee.” Itsfunction wouldbeto 
verify the constitutional legality of all charters 
before they are brought before the Council 
for ratification. Durham pointed to the ne-
cessity of this by commenting that currently 
not a single charter is legally flawless.

The proposal states that no charter may 
“prohibit the possible membership” of any 
student. Under this clause, last year’s 
Women’s Anthofogy Group could not be re-
chartered. Groups must be chartered in 
order to receive funding from the Council. 
However, the proposal also allows that the 
Council may fund “projects of its own initia-
tive.” According to Durham, an individual 
could receive money from the Council even 
without a charter, if tee project is deemed 
desirable.
continued on page 3



Meeting with Los
Happenings MirSCiOreS

New
dorm
pians
by Hans von Breisen, 
Chair, Campus Plan-
ning Committee

The Campus Plan-
ning Comnruttee (CPC) is 
in the process of choos-
ing one of three architec-
tural firms to design and 
supervise construction of 
the new student housing. 
The building is scheduled 
for occupancy in late Au-
gust, 1993, with an accel-
erated design and con-
struction schedule.

ThethreearchHectural 
firms feel confident that 
the building schedulecan 
be met, but the College 
will haveto respondswiftly 
and decisively to ques-
tions of relative priorities 
among submittals of de-
sign concepts. Decisions 
made will affect subse-
quent work, and will not

During the construc-
tion, hundreds of ques-
tions will have to be ad-
dressed by the builders, 
engineers, architectsand 
college representatives, in 
consultation with theCPC 
whenever possible, on a 
weekly and scHnetimes 
daily t^'s.

Mostofthedesiderata 
for this building complex 
have been worked out in 
prior years, beginning in 
1990, when Ms. Lisa 
Carey, architectural con-
sultant, and Ms. Kathy 
Mizrahi, Head Resident, 
inquired among students 
as to what they wanted in 
new housing.These data 
were combined with in-
formation about current 
trends in campus hous-
ing aCTossthe nation. Last 
year, the CPC reviewed 
tNs documentation and 
added to it.

Briefly, the plans in- 
clude:40 bedsin acluster 
of suites, each suite hav-
ing a bathroom, a living 
room, and several single 
bedrooms, depending 
upon cost; uptofourstudy 
rooms; up to two class-
rooms and/or comnrwns 
rooms;arestrictedaocess

kitchenforhostingdviized faculty who are Gkeiy to 
dinners of 4 to 8 people; a need time to find housing 
variety of spaces for in the Santa Fe area, 
hanging out, studying or TheCPCshallimme-
conversing (both indoor diately begin reviewing 
and outdoor, including these plans and setting 
semi-private outdoor priorities where limited 
space); a laundry room resources are likely to 
with vending machines; require a choice. There 
expansibility to twice the may be, on very short 
numberofsuitesatsome notice, a meeting called 
1uturetime;andacomplex to bring students, and the 
of ten apartments, each community as a whole, 
including private outdoor up to date—or, perhaps, 
spaceandtwobedrooms to soOdt further input to 
(oronebedroomandone the planning and design 
study). process. The first review

The dorm suites will will have to take place 
be chiefly for upperclass- immediately. Itispossible 
men, with four to six stu- that later reviews can be 
dents (of the same gen- planned with more ad-
der) agreeing to share vance notice. Whatever 
responsibility for a suite, does happen will happen 
Theapartmentswillbefor rather swiftly. 
maniedstudentsarKl new

byM.E.G. Prud^honime
On Wednesday 30 September, residents of Los 

Miradores and representatives of St. John’s met with 
the Santa Fe Police Departmentto discuss mattersof 
security and to encorporate our area into a Neighbor-
hood Watch Program.

ApoGceofficer discussed the rights and benefits of 
becoming a membercommunity of the Program. She 
alsospokeof preventativesecuiityingeneral. Accord-
ing to her statistical information, St. John’s is located 
in one of the safest areas of Santa Fe (both dty and 
county). Except for last year’s abberation, St. John’s 
has an extremely low crime rate.

Afew agreements were reached during the meet-
ing. The College has agreed to post a sign on Camino 
Cruz Blanca stating that off-street parking for the 
Atalaya trail is available in the parking bt. Also, 
Neighborhood Watch signs will be posted on Cruz 
Blancaandon theentrance road. College Security will 
beincbsercommunication wIthTEC, Los Miradores’ 
private security company. Rnally, the College and Los 
Miradores have agreed to watch out for one another 
more closely in the future.

Toss no mas!
About the SLC
by M.E.G. Prud'homme

The Student Life 
Committee (SLC) con-
sists of volunteers from

andstaff. Its chief aimis to 
promote communication 
between students and 
administrators. The com-
mittee meets every other 
Thursday at lunch to dis-
cuss non-academic is-
sues which affect the 
community, such as food 
service, srrKDking and al-
cohol policies, and student 
insurance.

The SLC serves as 
an open forum for the col-
lege community, but it is 
not a decision making

by Mark Woodward
You may have noticed, as you stumbled your way 

past the Coffee Shop some Saturday night, aiming 
your half-filled Bud bottle at a large container marked 
“Aluminum,” that, as it hit, it made, if not a squishy 
SMASH, a resounding THUD. That’s because that 
very morning, chances are before you were even 
condous, the Monte Sol Recycling Crew was hard at 

fiUBIliiiWyCTaPfW B ly wm, enpiyty the cans into bags, the bottles into 
Campus Planning Com- bins.andbadingallofthisslimystuffontotheschool’s

beige truck for our weekly run. That very morning, in

the treasurer come talk 
with us about the pro-
posed—now current— 
health insurance. Hans

mittee, was invited to dis-
cuss the new computer 
center and the proposed 
new dormitories.

Our first meeting this 
year was a general dis-
cussion. it centered 
aroundthe new midweek 
party rule and its effect on 
the sophomore enabling 
party. Dean Van Luchene 
gaveusaltfiebackground 
about the new rule and 
weattemptedtocomeup 
with interestign altema-

body. Any member of the tives to a party since mid-
college community who weekparliesarenobnger
wishes to attend SLC 
meetings may do so. To 
ensure representation 
from each class the Polity 
Coundl is invited to etect 
class representatives to 
attend the SLC meetings.

The SLC had its be-

albwed.
This year’s agenda 

includes sports at St. 
John’s, the abohol policy, 
the effect of a predomi-
nately off-campus senior 
class, housing and board 
policies and whatever

ginnings on the Santa Fe other issues come up.
campus in fall ’91. An- 
napoGshad hadaSLCfor 
manyyearsanditseemed 
appropriate for Santa Fe 
to adopt the idea.

In addition to its regu-
lar sessions, lastyearthe 
SLC invited several 
guests to discuss particu-
lar issues that arose dur-
ing the year. We also had

The SLC welcomes 
any member of the stu-
dent body who wishes to 
attend. If you are inter-
ested in putting an issue 
on the agenda, or want to 
find out more about the 
SLCpIease contact Mark 
St. John, SLC Chair, or 
Ed Prud’homme.

fact, you might have been wrestled from a pleasant 
dream by the ear-splitting breaking of glass outside 
your window. Yes, it’s Mr. Freeman, myself, and our 
occasional SAO employee, on a mission for Mother 
Earth.

This mission was started back in 1988 when Eric 
Selekman and Mary WelGverfounded MSRP (Monte 
Sol Recycling Program). The white bins you see in 
yourdorms were the first stepin this operation, which 
later expanded into afliil campus project, including the 
huge and always overflowing cardboard bin behind 
MarriottandsevenalstationsintheTowerbuilding.We 
make two weekly runs; one on Saturday for glass, 
aluminum, tin and cardbaord, and one on Wednes-
day, in which we sort through and haul away most if 
not all of the recycled paper on campus. Each week 
the recyclables bring about $15.00.

Whatdo we do with the money? Webuy beer. No, 
not really. The money goes into an account and has 
in the past bought water saving shower heads for the 
dorms and brought speakers on the enviommental 
issues to the school. Right now we’re planning on 
purchasing some rainforest land. (Or maybe getting 
our own truck.) The program has been nationaOy 
recognized in the past and is currently being consid-
ered for a local award. That’s because of the amount 
of material we recycle each week—or at least, the 
amount we’re set upto collect. The program has been 
able to expand to this point because of volunteer 
support. Right now, we’re almost in full working order, 
but we need Dorm paper sorters.

I’m sure you’ve all seen the little signs I’ve put in 
yourdorms. Like itsays, this isasimple job and it really 
contrubutes to reducing the waste output of the 
campus. You can contact iTtethroughcampusmailor 
at 820-0104.



Libertarian
candidate

Are you interested in finding out about an 
alternative for this year’s presidential elec- 
tions?On Wednesday 140ctoberat6:30pm, 
Mr. Maurice McDonald, Chair of the New 
Mexico Libertarian Party, will be speaking 
aboutthe Libertarian Party arxf itspresidential 
candidate, Andre Marrou.

The Libertarian Party, like John Locke 
and Thomas Jefferson, stands for the prin-
ciple that the only moral purpose of govern-
ment is to protect the right of each individual 
to pursue his/her own goals and happiness, 
provided he/she respects this right in others.

Thisbefief resultsinthe Party’ssupportof 
limited government in all aspects of society. 
The Libertarian Party is often allied with 
Democrats on social issues such as abor- 
tion,drugs, lawand free speech, and withthe 
Republicans on economic issues such as 
free market economics and minimal taxes.

Please come and find out about this 
political alternative. The meeting will be heW 
in PSC-1, the room just to the right of the 
switchboard as you enter Peterson from the 
Pladta.

For more inforation, contact me at 982- 
5842.—Scott Capehait

Shoiom Lives
The story goes like this:
Shotom Aleichem once met MarkTwain 

at a New York hotel when the noted writer 
and humorist was visiting the United States.

Twain said, “I hear you are the Jewish 
Mark Twain.”

“Yes,” Aleichem replied. “And I hear you 
are the American Shoiom Aleichem.”

Shoiom Aleichem is said to have “cap-
tured the soul of the Jewish people through 
his humorous writings.” In a special one-ma 
show, actor and playwright Alvin Aronson 
will recreate Aleichem’s beloved stories on 
stage.

Shabm AleichemLh/esI is a dramatiza-
tion of three of Alecheim’s short stories as 
well as colorful anecdotes from Aleichem’s 
life.

The performance begins at 7:00pm, 
Wednesday, 14 October in the Great Hall. 
Admission is free.

AMn Aronson isan American playwright, 
actor and hurrx)ristfromthe Boston area. His 
best known play, a comedy entitled Pocket 
Watch, ran for two years off-Broadway. 
Aronson was a member of the legendary 
Circle in the Square Theater in New York 
and was an assistant to the composer Jay 
Allen Lemerforthestage musical OnaClear 
Day You Can See Forever. He also has 
performed off-Broadway with Geraldine 
Page in Tennessee Williams’ Summer and 
Smoke.

Writing
Program
expands

I would like to extend a special invitation 
to sophomores, juniors, and seniors to take 
advantageofourwritingassistanceprogram. 
Until now we have been making an effort to 
accommodate freshmen first, but the time 
has come to broaden the invitation.

There are two ways in which interested 
students can use the program. The first is 
simply toconsult me, ortoconsultoneoffour 
writing assistants, all of whom I recommend 
as being very good at what they do. The 
writing assistants’ office is around the corner 
from the xerox machines in the Meem 
Library, and they have a schedule on the 
door (My office is FAB 100).

If there areseveral students interested in 
making a more concerted effort at improv-
ing theirwriting, we can also meetas agroup 
with some of the writing assistants, and 
criticize rough drafts of each other’s papers. 
This requires that individual students be 

• willingtohavetfTefrvvori<cfftidzed{constn.iC“ 
tively!) by peers, but it is an excellent way to 
learn from each other and rapidly improve 
the quality of your writing.

to encourage good writing, but so far we 
have not been working to full capacity. We 
hope you will take advantage of this oppor-
tunity. It is better to do it now than before an 
approaching deadline.
—Sean Collins, Writing Tutor

Community
Seminars

Offered each year in the fall arxi spring, 
the St. John’s College Community Seminars 
is the primary continuing education program 
offered by the College. The series provides 
an opportunity for serious and enjoyable 
studywithoutthe demands of full-timeenroll- 
ment.

Seminars focus on discussion of the 
texts and are led by members of the St. 
John’s faculty. Clares meet once each 

week in the late afternoon or evening for 6- 
8 weeks beginning in October.

This year a special 18 week seminar is 
being offered on James Joyce’s Ulysses. 
Tuition ranges from $95-127 with excep-
tions for extended series.

Registration is beginning and classes fill 
quickly. For more information or to register 
contact the Office of Public Relations

Classified
Computer for Sale: IBM compatible, 40 
MB hard disk, brand new IBM 5.25”floppy 
drive, 640K RAM, internal rrxxJem, MS 
DOS 3.2, Word Perfect 5.0, $500 OBO, 
call Alan Taylor, 983-5046.

Constitution, cont. from p.1
The current constitution states that all 

appropriations must be used in accordance 
with “Polity policy.” This term is not defined. 
The proposal allows for written px>liciestobe 
approved by 2/3 of the Council. Durham 
stated that these would involve organiza-
tional matters only; for example, they could 
require that a group present a budget in 
order to receive money.

The proposal also states that appropria-
tions aregnanted by a2/3 voteofthe Council, 
whereas previously only a simple majority 
vote was necessary.

Furthermore, the proposal deliniates 
more clearly the duties of Council officers.

The Ch^rperson would be responsible 

for conducting all Council business in a 
timely manner, and would have the authority 
to request of voting members assistance to 
this erxJ.

The Vicechair—who previously had no 
role except in the case that another officer 
was unable to perform his or her duties— 
would chair the Constitution Committee.

The Secretary would be requi red to keep 
records in the library of all minutes, ratified 
charters, and written policies.

The Treasurer would be required to 
present a monthly financial report to the 
Council.

Furthermore, ambiguities about voting 
membership, quorum meetings, and types 
of votes would be cleared up. For example, 
th© proposal spocifies that voting member-
ship can be lost or gained by any student at 
the conclusion of the third meeting attended 
ofmissed. Italsostatesthatvoting-member- 

inotcanyoMerfromorieyeartethe 
next (except for officers).

The proposal also states that no action 
may be taten by the Council except at a 
quorm meeting (this being a meeting which 
has been announced at least 72 hours in 
advance, and at which a majority of mem-
bers are present). Eitherthe Chairperson or 
the Vicechair would be able to call a quorum 
meeting.

The proposal distinguishes between 
votes requiring a 2/3 majority, and those 
requiring only a simple majority to pass. It 
also distinguishes between recorded votes 
andthosewhichare necessarily nofrecorded. 
Furthermore if defines “executive session” 
(mentioned but not explained in the current 
constitution). This is a meeting at which only 
voting members may be present.

The Rim Society would continue to re-
ceive 20% of the Student Activities Fee 
under the new proposal.

Inadditiontoth^fundamentalchanges, 
the proposal is formatted more appealingly 
andstructured in a nrx)re organized manner. 
Ungrammatical ‘1heir”’s have been change 
to “his/her”’s. There was some question as 
to whether the leader of the Council should 
continue be called the “Chair”, or whether 
sheshould become the “Chairperson”. Pro-
ponents of the former thought the latter‘loo 
PC” and therefore innappropriate to St. 
John’s. However, the camp which dislikes 
calling the Council leader by the name of a 
peice of furniture seems to have won this 
battle. If the new constitution passes, A. 
Ritter will become the Council Chairperson.



No to FDA proposals
by Phoebe Merrin

The Health Freedom Act of1992is talked about everywhere, but 
few of us know what is going on. We know it involves the Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA), that advocates of alternative health care 
are outraged about something, and that Wild Oats Markets in Santa 
Fe are filled with petitions, protestors and signs.

All of the comrrxjtion is over the FDA’s proposed dietary 
supplement regulations, which are included in the Nutrition, Labeling 
and Education Act (NLEA) that was passed last year by Congress. 
The NLEA was approved because of claims that America is 
suffering from outdated food labeling regulations. People on both 
sides think it is irhportant to know what it is we are eating, and to be 
able to trust the information on food labels.

But the FDA has gone too far, proposing such strict regulations 
regarding supplements and medidnal herbs that availabilily and 
production of these products will be drastically cut. The new rules are 
expected to be implemented in May of 1993. Senator Onin Hatch, 
R-Utah, has proposed Bill S2835, also known as the Health 
Freedom Act, to protect consumers from these new regulations.

Imagine not being able to go into a store and buy a bottle of 500 
mg Vitamin C off the shelf. Imagine trying in vain to find aloe vera gel 
for a sunburn, or the herbal tincture Echinacea for a sore throat, or 
even a book about supplements and herbs. Under the FDA’s new 
rules, these products will be available only with a prescription, or not 
at all

Why won’t we be able to take jars of500 mg Vitamin C right off 
the shelf? The FDA wants to replace that old, familiar Recom-
mended Daily Altowanceschartwe’ve been readingforyearsonthe 
sides of cereal boxes. In its place, they have propc^ed a new

nutntonal standards W groups of pe^» who may already 
undernourished, reducing the amount of vitamins and minerals 
added to food by 20-60%.

This RDI fails to acknowledge the special dietary needs of 
people like adolescents, the elderly and pregnant women. Ordi-
narily, these people could go outandbuyvitaminsorminerals, which 
supf^ementadietsuffidenty to maintain good health. But underthe 

new regulations, vitamins or minerals that exceed the RDI by two 
orthreelimeswillbeavailableonybyprescriplion.Thesesupplements 
will be considered drugs, and we would only be able to buy them over 
the counter in very low dosages and at very high prices.

This is a death sentence for a huge percentage of Americans, 
who are already unable to afford conventional health care at its 
present cost.

Other protests against the FDA’s new act are numerous. One 
isthat we would have limited access to nutritional information, which 
deprives us of the right to make informed choices about our health. 
Another protest is that we would have almost no access to such 
things as herbal teas and caldum. Yet another is that supplements 
could be reclassified in some cases as food additives. To put any 
dietary supplement in the same category as MSG begs a need for 
real change in nutritional standards for the United States.

What about the economic implications of this crackdown by the 
FDA? In Boulder, Colorado, my home town, there are at least five 
natural food stores within walking distance of my neighborhood. 
With the enactment of the new regulations they could all go out of 
business because they would have insuffident stock. Where would 
we go to get quality, pesticide-free, natural foods? Naturopaths, 
homeopaths and acupuncturists would lose their businesses. 
Growers of herbs and the vitamin companies would also suffer, 
either vanishing completey from the common market or severely 
taibringtheirproduction.Thepharmaceuticalindustry would blossom 
and the American Medical Assodation would have an even tighter 
grip on medicine in the U.S.

Why is the FDA going so far? They feel that no “untrue” health

claims should be printed on labels, and by “untrue” they mean any 
claim that has not been sdentifically proven. One example of this is 
the clam that fiber will help reduce heart disease and cancer. This 
has not been absolutey proven, and until it is, the FDA will say “no” 
to any label that says it does.

The point is really this: What does “sdentificaiy proven” mean? 
Herbs have been used forthousands of years, bng before the AM A 
and the FDA were formed. If herbs and suppbments are not 
scientifically proven to work in an AM A laboratory or on their terms, 
then of course the products must notbe made available to the public, 
as money might be bst to undesirabte sources.

All of this is just another stage in the ongoing conflict between 
alternative health practitioners and the good ol’ boys, the medical 
establishment here in the US, which is represented in Congress by 
big money, the AMA.

We need both kinds of health care in order to maintain good 
health. Herbs, vitamins, and minerals are considered part of 
preventative medicine.

For treatment of a sore throat or a cold it is less expensive and 
healthier to use medici nal teas and natural cough drops as opposed 
to sleep-inducing drugs that contain alcohol.

Horneopaths and other holistic health practitioners recognize 
that the world of health is a multifaceted thing, and will refer patients 
to conventional doctors when necessary. It is a terribb thing to see 
the huge Western medicalindustry continue totryandstampoutthe 
small alternative health care network, which, in its quiet way, is 
performing marvebus healing acts. The government must not 
control this precious resource of alternative self-care, especially 
when national lawmakers make it almost impossible for us to get 
basic quality health care.

by Irene Owen
Quinn Brisben is campaigning across the United States as the 

Socialist Party candidate for President. His campaign is unusual, in 
that his travelling expenses are funded mostly by his and his wife’s 
retirement pensions as teachers; furthernrare, he doesn’t expect to 
be elected.

Two Saturdays ago, Brisben spoke at St. John’s about the 
Socialist Party’s stand on various issues. His goal is to talk about the 
Socialist viewpoint with people who do not identify themselves as 
Socialists, as well as with card-carrying members.

According to Brisben, the Democrats have stolen Socialist ideas 
at times. While this does in fact bring Socialist solutions into the 
mainstream, this “theft” can be seen from a negative stance, too. 
Bribsen considers certain legislated acts as a means of shutting 
peopte up: When people make noise about civil rights, women’s 
rights, abolition of slavery, etc., the lawmakers cannot but pass a law 
to appease them and diffuse the violence against themselves.

War, according to Bribsen, is another way that those in power 
squelch the various people’s movements, as well as the reason that 
the Socialist Party is not larger.

Brisben clai ms that 70% of Americans support socialized medi-
cine. Neither of the major party candidates supports socialized 
medicine, but he believes that either candidate would institute it if he 
felt that doing othenwise wouW jeopardize his position.

Sitting in a restaurant after lunch with Quinn and his wife Andy, 
I noticed thatthere were several members of Amnesty International 
at the next table. One of them was wearing an Amnesty t-shirt with 
apinktriangle on it. Brisben commented on it with astory, in his usual 
style: He told of a gay pride parade that he and his wife had marched 
in. He was struck by the fact that although he had been married for 
30 years and had grandchildren, they had held hands for three- 
fourths of the time they were marching. There was still some 
unconscious fear in him that caused him to prove something that he 
need not prove.

Gay rights was the first issue mentioned at the talk at St. John’s. 

Continued on p. 5
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He recounted his stories as an activist, and 
also his experience as a teacher of history 
and political science (of 31 years). He talked 
of the change from when other teachers 
would tell him not to sit at a table where gay 
teachers sat—which he ignored—^to the 
later forgetfullness of these people thatthey 
had ever discriminated against homosexu-
als.

At the talk, one tutor expressed concern 
about the welfare of children. This tutor felt 
that older people are disregarding the prob- 
lemsofeducation and childcare. In response, 
Andy Brisben talked about involving senior 
citizens with children. This benefits the chil-
dren—who receive care and learn from the 
experienced,and the elders—bygivingthem 
a useful, acknowledged place in the com-
munity. She told of a mural that children 
work^ on in a retirement home with some 
of the residents. This proposed solution 
would keep older people active in the com-
munity by remi nding them that young people 
needtheirskilb, experience, and resources.

I asked Brisben how he got involved in 
the Socialist Party, wondering if it was a 
family tradition. However, his family was not 
sodalist He comes from the South, from a 
long line of Populists and Jacksonian 
Dennocrats. Many people told Brisben that 
he was a socialist, so he checked it out. Sure 
enough, they were right.

Brisben has iDeen an advocate for yari- 
** ous nioveffieng1NiTi'’ptdbab]f 

presidential candidate who is proud of hav-
ing gone to jail. In 1991, he was arrested with 
other demonstrators while speaking out for 
the rights of disabled people. In the 1960’s, 
Brisben marched behind Martin Luther King, 
Jr. He tells of a police officer in Montgomery, 
Alabama that was in charge of “outside 
agitators” that had come to protest. The 
officer was crying when he heard King 
speaking of the injustice that he and his 
neighbors were instituting. One of King’s 
ideas was to hit people where they are most 
vulnerable. If you can show people that they 
are doing something which contradicts their 
beliefs, you can win these people over to 
reevaluate their actions. The Socialist Party 
has learned from the movements of the past 
to be non-vlolentand non-confrontative. One 
of Bribsen’s favorite oxymorons is “revolu-
tionary tradition,” descriptive of the Socialist 
Party.

One man that Brisben talked of was Joe 
Hill, an innovative Socialist organizer. Hill 
would eat at a restaurant and refuse to pay. 
He ended up washing dishes all over town. 
In tWs way, he organized the restaurant 
workers of Chicago. Another obstacleforHill 
was that he was not allowed to make 
speechesonstreet comers. However,itwas 
legal to sing. So, Hill made up labor and 
soaalist words to the Salvation Army band 
tunes. Communicating to a small group of 
people is notefficientfromthe perspective of 
big party politics, but it is at the heart of 
Socialist Party and third-party politics.

If you would like more information 
aboutthe Socialist Party, contact IreneOwen 
through campus mail.

An open letter to the SL John's community
by David Longjohn Stanton

There are many advantages to St. John’s, but one of the most important is the fact that 
this school is not simply practical. Her ends are not mandated by materialistic goals. She 
stresses a commitment to life which does not see the end of human enterprises merely in 
the accumulation of wealth.

Alas, I growto fear that perhaps I have been terribly nave in accepting this rhetoric from 
our school. Perhaps St. John’s has a lot more in common with state universities than I 
though. From the looks of things, St. John’s accepts an agenda which places fund raising 
over other student interests without even a discussion between the individuals involved. It 
is as if a purely practical objective has been endorsed without so much as a chat with those 
who must accept it.

In particular, I am distraught by the fact that in order for the College to raise money, a 
decision was forced upon me by the College administration when they allowed the Great 
Hall to be booked for the morning of Saturday, 19 September, 1992. The scheduling was 
a violation of what I understand to have been a prior arrangement with SAO and the karate 
class, and I feel that it was also a violation of the most basic values of this college.

Perhaps my outrage seems inordinate, but I have experienced the problems in public 
education. I have seen what happens if a college begins to lend precedence over the 
activities of the students for whom, one would suppose, these funds are being raised. I have 
seen how the plea, “We need more rrroney,” has ensnared the very soul of a college. Such 
an entrapment can result in the dominance of an ideobgy which places money, its 
accumulation, and an idea of unlimited growth over a quality educational environment.

In the end, it seems that those with the biggest paych^ks are the only ones who benefit 
from such an agenda. When precedence is given to practical objectives over student and 
faculty concerns, the College administration can turn a deaf ear to our complaints, and like 
so many marionettes, make us dance with the College’s purse-strings. When financial 
policies are enforced without approval or at least discussion with the College as a whole, 
the students and faculty are ultimately sacrificed.

I realize that operating a college is an expensive enterprise, but I am terribly dismayed 
that my contribution as an independent student is so easily overlooked because some 
outside group wants to hold aconference at my school. I would appreciate the consideration 
of the students, faculty, and staff on this matter, and I would warn you all that even at St. 
John’s, greed can get the best of us.

Over 600 St. John's students 
and faculty read The Moon. 
Why not get their attention? 
Advertise in The Moon.

Ryan Underwood



Frogs
performed at 
St. John’s

Chris Borg in Frogs. Photo—Amy Hill

by Tom Jacobson
On Saturday 19 September, a group of 

ten or so frogs spent the night in the pro-
spective rooms in Terpsichore. They were 
generally well behaved, so not many people 
noticed.

When they awoke the next morning, 
they donned fright wigs, painted their faces 
and practiced reciting ancient Greek. They 
then proceeded to give a wonderfully mod-
ern performance of Aristophanes’ play. The 
Frogs, in the dining hall.

The frogs were members of the touring 
University of Utah Classical Greek Theater 
Festival. They were all students at the Uni-
versity of Utah.

Before performing at St. John’s,the Frogs 
had performed the play only once before. 
They had delivered their lines outdoors, on 
top of a big boulder in Moab, Utah.

Compared to the boulder, St. John’s 
seemed like paradise. The Frogs were quite 
excited about the prospect of performing 
outdoors on the steps of the Meem library, 
but the production was moved indoors on 
account of rain.

‘The gods made it so,” said Chris Borg. 
“Zeus. Zeus decides where we perform.”

Candis Christensen disagreed: “I think 
Demeter had something to do with it”

Regardless of which deity necessitated 
the sudden relocation, the Frogs were dis-
appointed but not depressed. “I was really 
excited to interact with the audience out-
side,” said Maria Elena Ramirez. Theresa 
Raunikar found it “difficult to get positive 
energy in the dining hall,” a sentiment with 
which many a Johnnie would agree.

I accosted the Frogs after the perfor-
mance in their dorm room. The topic of 
conversation quickly turned to politics.

“Aeschylus is like Bush and Euripides is 
like Clinton,” said Raunikar, trying to relate 
the play to today.

“No, Euripides is like Jerry Brown,” said 
Christensen.

I had met Jerry Brownonce,and Idistinctly 
remembered him as not reminding me of a 
dead Greek. Ramirez stepped in to explain. 
“Euripides is a liberal kind of guy,” she said, 
and if he were alive today he would un-
doubtedly be involved with ‘Ihe hippie set, 
involving the common people,”just li ke Jerry 
Brown.

Borg expanded on the Aeschylus-as- 
Bush simile. “People want someone who is 
a strong leader. George Bush was at his 
most popular during the Gulf War. When it 
comes to the military, people will suddetily 
adopt a very conservative attitude. It’s a 
dangerous attitude to adopt.”

“Aeschylus was a conservative writer,” 
hecontinu^.“Hewrotefor people to adhere 

to traditional conservative ideas; he sup-
ported a strong materialistic government. 
Aristophanes believed in that.”

Even though he preferred the style of 
Euripides, bethinks “Aeschylus’ message is 
the way to save the city.”

History, Raunikar suspects, is repeating 
itself. Just as Aeschylus triumphs over 
Euripides i n the play, she fears that Bush will 
defeat Clinton. She hopes to avoid this 
unfortu nate turn of events by “kicking every-
one who’s apathetic into voting.”

I asked them about the translation they 
used, because it seemed to me they were

Not at all, said Borg. “I’d say about 99% 
of my lines in the second half of the play are 
Lattimore’s. It’s a real contemporary transla-
tion.”

Later, they did admit that they changed 
some lines in order to sing them. Borg, 
however, was unapologetic.

“Most of our audiences have never read 
a Greek play. If you want to read the play, 
study it in history class! The performance 
has to be more than words on a page. This 
is more than a documentary on the play, it is 
the play.”

Sure, they could have done it as it was 
meant to be performed. “But why?” asked 
Borg. “So we could tell you how it was back 
then? It means nothing to us now! The 
traditionalists would understand It, but no 
one else would.”

Atthatpoint, a rat ran out from under one 
ofthe bunkbeds.This rat was part of the cast. 
Her name was Vanessa, so called for her 
“sophisticated personality,”andshe wasthe 
Frogs’ mascot.

‘Weareopentoanything,”said Raunikar, 
picking up the rat and petting it. There’s an 
aura to every audience. This audience 
seemed very intelligent, but kind of stiff on 
our low humor.”

“Aristophanes wrote thosefart jokes, not 
us,” said Borg.

Stiff or not, the frogs did seem to be 
enjoying themselves.

“I love the campus!” proclaimed Borg.
“We want to party!” exclaimed 

Cheynoweth.
“Utah is very uptight,” explained Borg.
“I’d love to stay here,” pined Ramirez.

Ballroom 
dance alive

by Lawrence Black
Things get done a little bit differently here 

at St. John’sifromthecurriculumtothe social 
activities, St. John’s stands out from the rest. 
The Autumn Waltz Party, held 26 Septem-
ber, was no exception to this rule.

At this event, students were given the 
opportunity to enjoy the music and dance of 
yester-year. Thesoundofthe music, unaging, 
passes through time with universal accep-
tance and enjoyment. The dance, eloquent 
and beautiful, is well worth preserving forthe 
individual experience of timeless grace and 
beauty.

A step back in time is the only way to 
describe theexperienceofaSt.John’swaltz 
party.

But the waltz is by no means a forgotten 
form of dance. It is kept alive by those who 
admire beauty. In fact, the waltz is practiced 
every Tuesday afternoon at the ballroom 
dance class, under the able direction of 
Carol LaRoque and Oliver Shenwin.

LaRoque and Sherwin are the two major 
forces behind waltz parties at St. John’s. 
Organizing and decorating forthe dances, 
as well as selecting and playing the music, 
are some of the responsibilities these two 
have taken to make the waltz parties suc-
cessful.

LaRoque and Sherwin, both of whom 
are seniors, are looking for individuals inter-
ested in continuing this great and different 
tradition of keeping the waltz alive at St.

On the Film 
Society
by Krishnan Venketesh

The Rim Sodety this year is offering us 
a true feast; it is by far the best season of 
movies 1 have seen offered by any Rim 
Society anywhere. I don’t believe there is a 
single film in the catalogue that can be 
dismissed as simply bad, although there 
may be one that is complexly bad. Most are 
great films.

Among my personal favorites are Vigo’s 
L’Atalante, the two Renoir films. Seven 
Samuri{\ love The Magnificent Seven, too) 
and Howard Hawk’s Tied River. Ifeelamelting 
fondness for Tod Browning’s eery Dracula, 
one of the earliest films betonging to the 
ambitious genre (“Horror'’) that strives to 
teach you to be grateful for your own mor- 
taity—^thoughultimately, ifyou hadtochoose, 
you may still prefer to be Dracula ratherthan 
Renfield.

Another favorite is Victor Fleming’s Dr. 
JekyllandMr. Hyde, which had catastrophic 
effects when I saw it at the age of nine. The 
spectadeof my beloved heroSpencerTracy 
degraded by a mere potion into seeking the 
brutal murder of my equally beloved Ingrid 
Bergman upsetmesomuchthatiblurtedout 
my first, agonized four-lettered utterance 
and was immediately banished from the TV 
set by my shcxdced mother to twenty-four 
hours of solitary penitence. This was the film 
that made me lose my inncx^ence.



Record reviews
by Chris SeMg

Babes in ToylancI—FontEUielle: On my first listen about a 
month ago, I was unimpressed with this album. On second listen, 
I have decided that I must have had a little too much EKU coursing 
though my veins the firsttime, because Fontene/tereally rocks. This 
albumfindsthegir1sleavinglheCramps-ysoundof55oan/cf>Tg/W!ac/7/ne 
fora heavy sound which I can’t help likening to Bleach-era Nirvana. 
To make up for that conparison, I will say Kurt Cobain has never 
sounded like a selection of female vocalists doing speedballs. 
“Won't Tell” is fairly typical of the album; it alternates between quiet 
and innocent-sounding moments and the more familiar noisy bits 
with Kat Bjelland’s trademark scream. “Spin” sounds strikingiy like 
Bauhaus’ “King Volcano.” “Bruise Violef’and “Mother"are recycled, 
from the Gu/temj/fatecompilationand ToMotiierEP, respectively. 
If you like intense music, and female vocalists don't scare you, you 
will be happy with Fontanelle. Produced by Sonic Youth’s Lee 
Ranaldo, which should not matter to you.

Helmet—Meantime: Helmet is one of those bands you either 
love or hate, and loving them will make a lot of people wrinkle their 
noses at you. This album is the epitome of loud, hard, ugly, abrasive 
music. Actually, although the actual sound of the album is similar to 
the previous It On, MeantimesomehoyN doesn’t measure up.
The new songs are a tot catchier, although I think calling them pop- 
y would be misleading. Helmet is right up there with Naked City in 
terms of making extremely hard music which is very difficult to 
headbang to. Speaking of Naked City...

There is nota new Naked City album yet. However, there fa John 
Zorn’s Filmworks, 1966-1990. As the title suggests, this album 
consists of Zorn’s work on soundtracks. The accompanying text is 
fascinating, including a very funny story about the Zom version of 
“The Good, The Bad, And The Ugly .’’The music on the album varies 
fromsurprisinglystraightbebopto Naked City-style noise.Onetrack 
was not used in the film for which it was commissioned because the 
director felt the piece would overpower the scene in which it was to 
beused.Themajorproblem I have with this—and other Zorn work 
•r—fa that only a few pieces really ar^pieal on a visceral level Then 
again, the songs which grab me reaJlygrab me. Filmworksis a good 
album, and its packaging is the best of the year.

Sonic Youth—Dirty: DrooWrooldrool. I like Sonic Youth so 
much that my opinion is very biased. That said. Dirty reaWy is im-
pressive. General characteristics: Kim Gordon sings on 8 of 13 
songs; their songwnting is getting better; the guitar sounds are 
getting absolutely nightmarish; comparisons to Daydream Nation 
doni make sense; and Dirty far better than Goo. Butch Vig’s 
studio-live production makes this the best sounding album so far— 
you can hear the rhythm section well enough that you don’t need a 
hit of add to pay attention to what they’re doing, but it also reveals 
the weaknesses in Kim Gordon’s voice. She sounds just fine when 
in her trademark deadpan, but her actual singing sounds strained. 
Buy it and join the cult.

Philosopher in the Kitchen
by Laurae Melbin

Ted’s Favorite Dinner
(Tomatoes, Basil, and Garlic with Angel Hair Pasta)

10 cloves of garlic, chopped finely 
1 bunch fresh basil, chopped 
8 fresh Roma tomatoes, cubed 
1 package of angel hair pasta 
1/4 cup olive oil
fresh grated parmesean cheese (to taste)

Start boiling some salted water. Heat the oil and garlic in a 
saucepan for only about a minute. Stick the pasta in the boiling 
water—angel hair only takes about three minutes. Add the 
tomatoes and basil to the saucepan, and stir a little, cookir^ only 
until hot. Remove from heat, mix with pasta, serve with fresh 
grated parmesean on top. Easy, huh? The trick is not to cook it 
too much. Yum yum, easy easy, cheap.

tlTlje iHoon
Assorted Lunacies

Save paper! Be read! Stop duttering mailboxes, bulletin 
boards, and recycling b’ns! If you have something the say, say 
it in the Moon.

Afoondeadlinesare every other Monday (those on which the 
Moon does not appear).

/MIsubmissions (exoeptforvery brief announcements) MUST 
be on 3.5” disk. Al^ include a hard copy. Any standard word 

processing program, whether for Madntosh or Dos, is accept-
able. A Moonstyle sheet will be distributed soon; please ask for 
it.

Classified ads can be purchased for $3.CX) per 30 words. 
Contact Tom Jacobson.

Students will receive a 15% commission for each advertise-
ment they sell for the Moon. Contact Tom Jacobson.

Subscriptions are $15 per semester.
A tutorial is now available on computer for students wishing 

to learn layout. Contact Daphne Blumenthalor Daniel FlaumenhafL
Those wishing to improve their photography skills should 

contact/\my Hill.
Anyone interested in writing a regular col,umn should send 

samples of his or her writing to Daphne Blumenthal.
Moon meetings are held every Tuesday at 4XX)pm, in the 

Moon Office (115 ESL). At meetings we assign articles and 
critique the newly published Moon, thereby giving all interested 
students the opportunity to participate in the decision-making 
process.

If you can’t make itto the meeting, butare interested in writing, 
please cotTfact Daphne Blumenthal for story ideas.

Editor-in-Chief: Daphne Blumenthal
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Photography Editor: Amy Hill 
Sports Editor: Brendan O'Neill 
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Densmore, cont. from p. 1
thought beyond her.

“I wanted to give something back,” she says. “I wanted other 
people to have a positive experience with Newton, not just to 
survive, butto go away feeling like they have made something out 
of it, that they ended by having some idea of what was going on at 
a deep level.”

Densmore began examining the core questions of her thesis 
four years ago. After thinking about the ramifications of her 
questions,“itturnedintoabgSt.John’skindofthing.Thenlthought 
that perhaps I could make this a Master’s thesis.”

Sheproceeded totalktothen-Dean of Students, James Carey. 
After writing a formal letter to the Instruction Committee, both her 
candidacy and herpapertopicwereacceptedinthe spring of 1991.

Her Master’s oral reminded Densmore of her senior oral in 
Annapolis. “Like this one I had dug deeply i nto something and was 
exdt^ about it and was glad to talk about it,” she says. This time, 
however, “the paperwas more substantial, and probably covered 
rTK>re ground.”

Densmore hopes that her experience may provide some 
inspiration for this year’s seniors. “It was just fun from beginning to 
endforme, but I took my time in writing my paper,”shesays. “I didn't 
try tochum itoutinthe last three weeks. Itwouldnl have been nearly 
as much fun if I had taken it as a requirement I had to do.”

Her recommendation? “Rnd something [you’re] excited about 
and start working on it early so that the writing period is a chance 
to turn it from lots of nice ideas into a written form.”



With Brendan O'Neill
The St. John’s College Men’s Soccer team suffered defeats in 

theirfirsttwo games.Their most recent game, played against United 
World College on 27 September, was primari ly asoccer clinic for St. 
John’s. United World, who used their classic triangle offense, 
showed excellent passing skill, scoring seven times during the 
game.

St. John’s managed only two goals, as team members were sti II 
getting used to playing with each other. Poor passing and a lack of 
unity in the defense caused major problems for St. John’s. “United 
World is one of the betterteams that passes well and tight,” says co-
coach Bill Shuster.

But all is not lost, as St. John’s will concentrate on their passing 
and defense. Hopefully,St.John’scanleamfromthisgame and use 
it to their advantage when they face United World again. Usten up 
for when the next St. John’s Coliege Men’s soccer game is, as this 
year’s team promises to show improvement with each game.

Last chance for a St. John’s College Women’s team. Practice is 
on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays at 4:15pm on the soccer 
field.

The St. John’s College Men’s Softball Team is still undefeated 
aftertheirfirst three league games. In their second game, played on 
18 September, the team started off poorly in an error-prone first 
inning, giving their opponents a 9-0 lead. But from then on it was all 
St. John’s as the team swung back with their bats and astrong team 
defense to pull within one run in the bottom of the sixth.

Then,inthebottomoftheseventh,withtwoouts, Van Cunningham 
hit a triple to keep the hopes of a win alive. Next up at the plate was 
Rob Ard, who smacked a single up the middle, scoring Van 
Cunningham to tie the game. But that would be all for St. John’s, as 
the game ended in a tie. The team was happy, though, as they 
currently post a 2-0-1 record and lead their division.

Fencing Coach Rob Madril. Photo—Amy Hill

New fencing coach
by Tom Jacobson

St. John’s has a new fencing instructor. The man behind the 
mask is Rob Madril, who instructs St. John’s students twice a week 
in the art of the sword.

“I love working with people, and 1 love teaching,” says the 28- 
year-old Madril. In particular, he finds St. John’s students a joy to 
work with.

‘The students thatcome to fencing and stick with it are very easy 
to coach because they’re so eager to learn,” he says. ‘They want to 
learn and they’re very open-minded.”

Madril replaces Istvan Fehervary astheoffidalfencing instructor
The St.John’s College Men’s Basketball team s 

last week, preparing for what they hope will be a successful seasori 
in the Santa Fe City basketball league. Last year they posted an 
even 7-7 record in division 5 (second from the top). This year they 
dropped down to division 3. They hope that their speed will carry 
them through the season. Be on the lookoutfor this year’s basketball 
schedule as you vyon’t want to miss this year’s team.

If there are any women interested in playing basketball for fun or 
on a team, please contact Brendan O’Neill via campus mail. As 
always, Tuesday night basketball is open to both men and women. 
Just ask Louisa Griffin.

tertedjjractice ^fgtJphn’s College,

Johnnies among the Aspens at Octoberfest. Photo-Tim Kelley

Congratulations to the Newlyweds!I
John and Kate Sullivan David O'Hanesian and 

SusanKrivin

Madril began fendng in 1983 while a cadet at the Air Force 
Academy in Colorado Springs. He fenced for a year on their junior 
varsity team, and for three years on varsity. During his senior year 
he was elected team captain.

“When Ifirststarted, lhadaveryromanticideaoffendng. I’dseen 
all the movies, the three musketeers, and that’s what got me 
interested.”

As he began fendng, Madril began to enjoy the competition as 
well as the romance. ‘Youcancompete atall different levels, against 
different people who have learned from different masters,” he says. 
“It’s a real challenge to adapt to people’s styles.”

Madril moved to Santa Fein 1989. After leamingthatthe College 
was hosting a tournament, he came to participate and shortly 
thereafter began fencing with the St. John’s team on a regular basis.

He soon began assisting Fehervary in running the fencing class. 
“Istvan knew I had fencing experience,” he says. “At first he asked 
me to demonstrate certain moves, and later on to help out with the 
class when he was gone.”

He finds that his background with the Air Force Academy hasn’t 
hindered his interaction with St. John’s students. “Even though the 
schools might have different ideologies, students are all the same. 
If you’re attracted to fencing, you automatically have something in 
common.”

Madril’s enthusiasm for the sport, one he tries to impart to his 
students, stems from its psychological aspects.

“When you fence somebody, you have five minutes and five 
touches in which to learn what your opponent is thinking, what his 
weakpointsandstrongpointsare, and defeathim. You have to learn
to think fast and make judgements quickly.”

“It’s a different sport,” he says, “so people who are tired of the 
traditional American sports have an alternative. It’s also something 
you can do at all levels. You can be a weekend fencer, or you can 
shoot for the Olympics.”

Madril hopes that under his guidance fencing at St. John’s will 
continuetoflourish.‘There are plenty of students who areinterested,” 
he says. “As long as I can make it interesting for people, there will 
always be a place for fencing at St. John’s.”
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