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I: 'T'hemP. 

In bno'k one of •n� rerum n.'l tnr::t" , · 1 n th� context of 
. . 

a. niscnssion or properti�s ann accinents of thin.rr:�, Lucre-
tius �ef1 nes time as a�ciitent of motion ( 1., IJ,t;Q-82): 

tempus item pe:r- se non est, serl rebus ah fpt=;iS 
con'3equitnr sP.nsus, transactum qntd s1.t in n0vo, 
tnm qu�e res 1..nstet, quid porro deind� sequrttur; 
nee ner se quAmquam temptl's sentir� f'at�ndumst 
��r.1otum ab rernm motu placid::1que qulete. 

.1 {1, 459-63) 

'rh� ttoro distinguishable aspects of time are: 1) its 

net'cn,�nce on motion a'ld rest of thin�s, aml 2) 1. ts 

�P.n'"'n�ence on human perception. Epicurus J in his l'TOrl{ Tte� 
fh I . h .a {1 fi A . I I I I �, u G � w S , an e nfht time as �c<.'ll"z;"o(. 6'c...dll(. rLS . · .  l.(.tv·"t�·f.l-()5 ""' 
s/s K«-T�7:e1·r:ll<-?. as ·� cert::tin mea!-':!lrinf""

. 
n�rc�rtton of 

::tn:v mot.ion"2. tn t.ucretius• df"fi.n1t.ton, hm-mv0r, l•rh�rn 

"�n'1�1t�" f.ln.d "s�ntire"• l'ther� "fe�l:tnr: .. "ta.'kes·the place of 

, or 11 a c�rtnt� 

1m11� tl;rr-P. t�rm�: "tf'":'mnnG11, •aetnl=l", 118.P,rum", 1V"'0M to lJr 
n ... ..... f'l 1Yl �t��h n Nrty t:hat 11tP.mpuR" t1enot0� th .... r.ost Flht::t:"'JC:t, 
11RP'VI�m11 t'l-10 mo�t concr�t.; !'l�pe�t of ti.11e, while· "nt=-t.""r;" �rw('rs 
r-.. 1th, !ll,rd:rnct arid concrete mc1ni n.n;. 
?p�n. H�rc. 1413, Pr. 55, A. BA'PI('-.\'?.7,1, eel. and. c0rnm. , T1 
concPtto del tempo nella fisj ca r1tom:t�t icll, Epimn .. ,.n. i.n !!!P.M. 
u. T>11'1'V')()'m�, Genova, 1959, 25-59, p. JR. 



�t')mp'1�t.l�! tn A. l1l1f"' Of h001{ r1Vf"' (l�(�): "�tc ,T01V�l1'h. 'lr>t�.R 

r.t')mmntnt t.r.mrortl rot:" rum�" "t�un roll tn� t imP. rh'ln.r-:r:r: thr> t 1 m"!1 

·nr ·:th1Yif':�." 

· Tn th� <1our�� of thi.s P.r.tm.sr, two r�lntPd -quf'stlonr.: Nil.J. 

1) · Nha.t 1.n 'th� conncct1 on hetw��m 

thr:-�" thra� d1f.ferent"mP.t:'lphors of time, ·h�bmrm timP. ar; . � ' 

r,p�ce, t1.m� afl motion and. time ns force? And 2) l-Jhn.t 1� thP. 

common .r:rourH1 for this poetic v1.el'r of timP. �nd thC' phi l.o.r.:o­

nh1. en) .rtofini tion or 1 t f!s !lccirt.ent of motion?3 

·Lncret inA 1 accm\nt of t 1me A.s spn.ce rnnl"('r. from .r:rm�rfil 
;. . .., 

to p'1T't1cu1A.r,. A.niJ from quantitative to qualitative mnrm\n�: 
... 

� ' . ·' .. - \•- . 

th1 nt:1'r.: h'O'!pp(-)n in time, in mnn.ller or 1:-trr;l')r nmo1mts of t l rr.r:-, 
-� 0 

A 

or.thinr;s hi:\ve-their times, their youth, their mn.turity and 
. 

·"· 1;. . .. . 

th�ir old F.l'(e. The depf')rHi.ence of time on bottle:=: tn motion 
"-

. 
thro1ir:h space Aef!m� to be transformed 1 nto a corre!1ponot:mce 

bP.h·u�en sp:r:ttially extenncd motion a.nd tim0. 1 expressed. meta-

phor1cA.11y as spnce of time (cf. 6, JOO-J; 11 326-?). Th(>. 
,., 

notion of time as sp.-"l.ce, w�th a mere_ qm1ntitative meani:n�, 

·l"Fll1f':E'!!l from infinitely r;reat to infinitely :-::mall, most p.'lra­

doxlclllly from the 't>�holc of time t o  the point of time, and. 

th11r: mtrrorr; thr'l �urn of thinr;£ 1 .  nhl?YS th� same nnd not th0 

r:nm(>., 1..nf1.n1.te mnttcr .1nfin1.tely in motion throutr,h i'nf1 n1tc 

JTi'or a moT'e extensive study of the eptcurean <1oncept of time, 
r.f. my Diss., G. NECK, Das Problem n11r Zeit im Epikuretsmus, 
Heinelber�, 1964, ch. 1, �eitbe��iff. pp._ 14-?4. · 



J 

�� r:natHL. Time as Gpnee-, how�ver, is mor:tly conr.�1.vr!d 1r1tth 

n q1inltt�t1.ve n.r; well as qnn'rltitative mcan1n�. Th1nr:n not 

only hapr.>en in time, in smaller or lnrr:er nmmmts of timn, 

t.h�'>Y n.lso hAve theiJ;" times,.their youth, their maturity 

and th�lr old a�c. The most strlkin� example for this u�ar:e 
' 

is th(' account of the birth (2, 1105-6), p-rowth (2, 110.5-30, 

esp. 1120-1, 1123, 112?), maturity (2, 1130), decay (2, 1131-

71�, esp. 11'31-?, 111�5), and death (2, 1.1.50, 1166, 11()9, 11?2-

l�) of our worl�; at the end. or the second book of .•ne rerum 

nl'3.tnro;.. If \'7e keep in mind that time had been defined ns 

accident. of motiot:L and that, in the expression space of timr-:, 

1 t hA(1. been substituted metaphortcally for the spnco measured 

th:roup;}1 by .motion , the coincidence of quantitative and qua1i-. . . . . . 

tative .. meanin� of time has to be understood as a correspon-
. '" . -r :• • 

lienee between·a phase in the motion of a body through space, 

ann the space of time,depending on this pha�e of the motion, 

but now expresse� as phase of the movlnr; body itself. 

The safeguardin� condition for this suhs.t1tut1on of the 

accin.ent time for the body in motion :l.s the occurrence of' 

l . 
�In thA enicurenn 1.mder-standinr; of tnfini te matt�r infini.tely 

in motion throup:h inf inite spacA, t.tme, be1.nr; an act:!id.0l'Jt of 
motion, 1s ::tlso inf1nit�. The p."lrarlox 11t.rhole of t ime" han to 
hA tF.�1u�n as a con���ston to man • s d e s i re to compreh�nd the 
object of his thoua;ht and �peAch (cf. my Diss., op. cit., 
pp� 17-lJ.O; for the th nme of infinity in all 1 ts differ-ent 
.'l.�n�cts '\ cf. R. 1-TONDOT...FO,. I�' 1.nfini to n8l pensiP.rO dell 1 
nnt:ich1tA. clnssic:::t, Fi.rem>:e 1956). The other Jk'lradox "point 
nf. t:l ml'.'11 has to n.o with the connection of continuity and 
infinitP. divisibility of time (cf. my Diss., op. cit., 
pp. 10-20, 39-L�O; cf. J. MAtT, Zum Problem des InfinitesimaL"'n 
bel den antiken Atomlsten, Berlin 19.54). 
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mot J.on 1n accorflnncP 1'11. th fi x:eo lnN�: 
rloceo rHct1.s, '1.i.tn quRequ0 cre_.'lta. 

1'n0'l0l"f:' �tnt., 1.n eo qun.m �it nul"rll"A :n���ssnm 
nee vnlidnn valennt aevi·rccctnltct"c le_n;0n. 

(5� 56-A, cf. 2,302) 

'rh�se 1m'1s, sometimeFl called the laws of natur0, r:ometimes 

th0 1:1t'1S Of time, determine the phnSP.S Of the d 1. fferent sp.,.ces 

of time, \'lhich·quantitatively and qualitatively dintinr;uishnhle 

mnke up the life of a body in motion.- The perception of differ 

ent phases, within the lifetime of a movinrr body,· leads to the 

s�?.nond metaphor or t:\me, to time a.s not only space for motion,· 

but Also motion it self . 

Motion of time a.ppen.rs most natl.Jrally in connection l'TJ.th 

the motiOVl. of heavenly bOdies, where ,qt . times the hoavenly 

bony, at other times the time d.etermineit -by it, is seen in 

motion (�, 692; 1, 311 ; .5t 1183-.5). The.other most striking 

example ::�b�ms from the account of man 1 s· c ult:ura.l development, 

nnd combines all three m(,'!taphors of time, time as space, motton 

R:nn. force: 11sic volvend.a aetas commutat tempera rermn," ''thu� 

rolling time changes the times of thinGs� (5, 1276; cf. 2, 1172 
The naturn.l or cnltur,:1l change of things can be t;r-1-spcd tn 

thr�o aspects: 1) the different phases of the development 

are determined quantitativoly and qualitatively by the meta-

phor space of time 'as "tempora. rerum," ets -"tlr.-tcs of thinr:s," 

?.) the nynnmic character of the succession of different phnscs 

ts cau_o;ht, in the metaphor motion of time, as 1'volvendn n�tas, 11 

A.r: "rollin,:, time," and J) the cause of chanr;e, inherent in 

the nature of th ings , is reco!VliZerl, inthc metaphor force of 

tiMe, as 11volv(mda af!tas commuta.t tempera rcrttm," as '' rollinr; 
• 

time chan,n;es the times of things." This means that the Nhole 
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. phcnomP.non chiln.oop, irt 1. ts thrPo n spccts: �aur:n, mone of 

hoin�, nnn �rrnct, is mirrored as ti�e. 

�tme �� forc e  sncms to bo th� one metnphor most remote 

from the epicurean understanding of time As accidr-mt of motion. 

Tt., nevertheless, is the one which occurs most frequently in 

Lucretius' "De rerum natura." Chant:,e appears to be caused 

both by forces inherent in thln.rr.s and c.'J.used hy the force o� 

time: "Ne pe�ceive all th1.nr,s flat� a1..ray, as it l'lere, in the 

lnn� lRnse of time, as ar;e td thdraNs them from our st{';ht" 

(2,69�70} a:nd "if time utterly destroys, whatsoever, throut;h 

a�e, it takes from sir;ht" ( 1, 225). The con)parison of th� two 

q·notes shows that , first, 11a�e, in the lon� lapse of t ime11 , 

then 11time, throup.;h a.�e" • seems to effect chanrr,e in thin:';s. 

'f'hP space of tirrie wh ich has to be measured throw;h by thir.r;s 

subject to chan�e is �onceived as having chAnging influence on 

them: 

omnta enim debet, mortal! corpore quaA sunt, 
tnflnita aetas consumpse ante acta dicsque. 
quon si in eo �patio atque ante a�ta netate fuere 
e qutbus haec rerum consistit.snmma refectn, 
1.mrnortali sunt natura praedita certe. 

(1, 2J2-6; cf. 551-64) 

This po�erful influerice, �ometimes called "the forces of 

rneA.s1a"eless time" ( 5, 377-9), ls not only seen as a r;enerc:tl 

irnnf-l�t on thin�s, as 11infinita aetas," as "infinite time," but 

also as R. particular impact, ,.;raspable in successive moments of 

time as "ante acta dies,''" as "the r;one by da:,r. 11 The destructive 

force of time, appears t o be so stron� that th in�s are imagineo 

to suffer under· the "torments of ·time": 

Denique non lapides quoque vincl cernis ab aevo, 
non altas turris ruere et putrejcere saxa, 



- nrm OP.lHhl":t nP.Hm �imu}:l.Cl":lf}ll�- fA:=:8:::t fntj :1Ci ._ : 

�Ac sRnctum numen fati nrotollP.l"e firiis 
por-:t-:e nnqu0 a(lverims natur.'lP. foeclP.l".'l· nit1? 
c'l0'111.Clu,.. non monimenta virum rliln:rsa. vi<icmu�, 
(quaerP.re pronorro, s ihi cumque scnescere credas, ) 
non ruere avolr,o� silices a montibus altis 
nee va.l ioas aevi vires perferre p!l t iq1te 
fini ti ? ncqw:- enim cn.d.erent avolsa repente, 
ex inf1n1to quae tempore pertolerassent 
omnia tormenta aeta.tis, privata fra�ore. . . ( 5, )06•17) 

l'f'lhe force. of rollinp.;- time chang1rp::· the. times of thinp;s . 

( _t;, 1 ?7i1) is finRlly spoken -of as chan�inp; the nature of 

the WOl"lC'l: 

1"111tnt . en1.rn munni nc'lt1.1ram tot ius aetas .• 

ex nliC''lH� nl.ius status exci.pore 0mni11 c'l.eb0t 
nee ma-nct nlla sui sim\.lis rAs: omnir-t mi�rant, 
omnln commut::tt natura 8t vertere �Or,'it. 
n�mque a1iun. rmtrcsc it et nevo nobile lal'l,cr,net, 
norro al1un (sue) crescit et (P.) contempti�'o exit. 
�tc lt";'i tur muncH naturam tot ius n.et�s 
mut�t , et ex aliO terrnm statu s CXCipit altAr, 
quod potuit nequeat, posstt quod non tulit nntc. 

(5, 82A-36) 

II: Development 

· · ·· .  

In order to 1) clarify the con·nection beb1een the 

thr�e different metaphors. of time' ann 2) discover tht� �om­

mon r:round for the poetic view of time and the philosophinnl 

�efinition of it , we will have to consider the relation of 

time to nature , the key ·term in Lucretius ' "De rerum 

natura." 

Inextricably connected with change of thin�s, force of 

ti�� .1n motion of time throur:h· space of time cannot act out­

s lite or a_p;ainst n.nture ( 2, 297-307; cf. 5, )06-10). Chanr:e 
- ·  

of thin.�;s, whether �rm.,.th or decay, occurs under the laws of 

both: ti me and nature: .• 
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rloc�o diet i n, quo '1Ut'li1C1U0 cre�.tn 
foech'!rA sint, in eo qunm sit r h rrr.tre n�n/3ssum 
nee val1das valeant nevi rescindere lP.�en. 

· 

(5, 56-8; cf. 2, )02) 

Hhnt.rloes it mean to speak of time, ch�n�in� the nrltur� of 

the whole world., of nature, �lterinr:, all thinr:s, and, n .. rr:.�in, 

of time, chanp:inp: t.he nature of the whole world (5, 828-36)? 

:8ptcurus, darinr; to rr,o heyond. the flam inc; Nails of the 

1-torld anct t.o break open the· tir;ht locks of the r;n.te n of rm.tur-e 

(1, l,f..-77), cttme h::tck victoriously Nith th� kno'tiTlP.nr:e of 11\•rhn.t 

Crln come to be, what cannot, finally. how each thine has it:::: 

pm1er c:lefined and. its deep-set boundary mnrk." �ratnr�,5 ns 

.the totality of bein� and non-beinc.;, of comin� into bein�, �nd 

f';'Oinr; out of bei.nr:, is matter in motion throur;h SIJc'lCe ( 1, hl9-· 
21), which hrinr.;s forth hirth ann death of thin,o;s: .. . 

Nnn� nr,-e 1 quo motu ,cr,enitalia m:1teriaL 
corporA. r�r: vt:t.roiaf: P:1 ,ry.ant: f:eni tnr:qne resol vnnt 
0t f111:1. vi facerc id �op:anh1r quilf'qur> r.tt ol_lis 
r���ibi mobilitFt� map.-nnn per in::l'Y'\h rrten.nd1 . •  

PX'f'Ptliam: tu te nJr.t1.r: prn.ehr.rp mP.m""nto. 
n::tm r.r>rte non 1nt�r :1e �t l rn.tn r.0hn�1"et 
T:'l."'lh')riP.s, q110n1Am mlnnt rP.m q,,·:rnq'lf" v1t1P.mns 1 

f't. f11Jfi.Rl lonr:inqvo fln�r"' OIT!nir-1 CP.rni!T!\1� n.r>vo 
P.X OCUlisquf'

- Vetl.lStr-ttP.!Tl �ubti,_lCPT'e Tl0'itr1.� 1 

r.nrr t��P.'Y'\ 1.ncolumts vtt10.atur spmmn. mn,,er0 
l"):r-')nt,.,.,..oa qn 1.8, quae �.ecedunt cor1)or� en jrpH� 1 

,, ..... ,c r�.br.nnt Mi nnnnt, ·CP.l,., veY!er� :111ro:n:l TIP t'!onn�t. 
11.1.., ��:rv��f'.�rP J A.t haP� co'Yltrn fl1'1rf'C'f'cn.,.,. co�mt, 
,.,�r. l"P'110rnntur ibi. slc rern M  �nnm�. novntm-­
�..-�mn,.,,.., et 1 ntPr �e m0rt<=�.les Mlltn:=� \·i.vFnt. 
"� , , r�P :-:c11n t a 1 i. r�.e ��ntes, n 1 iae m1n'.ll1Yl b.J r • 

j "11jll0 hrovi. rmnt io mutnntur s��cl.n a rd. nnntl :rr: 
,..t 111l�.st cnrsores vita.P. 1c=tmpnnn. tr::�r'!,1r1t-.. . 

(?, �?-70) 

0n t"lc hn.�is of thls creattve and n.ostructive form�, nr:1t11r0. . . . 

('P0"' n �"'0mn.,..,...henr:i.vP. stuny of the 00!1C'f'nt nf ,,...,t:n:rn. 111 
V1��nt.i11!i 1 "D') rcrnm nn.t.J,r-r-�:,11 �f. Y . •  sllj,L'!"'/'.�PT, St-.�1dirm ::":1Jr.1 
nl-. � 1 1'1ronh l �r.h�n N� tnrhen-,:ri ff der P.grner- rni t hC!r>onderr.r � - I> h Pf."!T"l�lrr:i.chtlr:un� (ler, T.ukrez, Archiv fur Re�ifff1f;€'!SchichtP., 
7, 1Q(?, 140-284 
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thi� 1mr:rr .. t:>��'ion m L n;ht he, Lucr�tiw� nev0r tire� of rr:-m1rHnn.•--: 

llf.. of tho truth thnt, nn.tltrr- only expl io:ttcs th0 hi flo on oh�rr-:��­

t0r'i�ttr.� of mAtter. ··Matter in mot inn thl"Ollrrh �p1r.� resul f:s, 

hnNe,r'"'r, tn rl�fin.i te wnys of r,rooNth llnr'l ·decay t a fact whi0h 

or "n:"lrt� f'l.�blr'�e," "p::tcts or nf!.turc": 

.I"J. U.'l !'r'onter quo nun� in motu r>rtn�i pi(lrum 
onrpora ::;1_mt, in eodem ante a�tn aetntr· fuere 
r--t nm:t hn.l"'c n0mper stmtli ration" fP'Y'rntur 
pf: qn!:i� �onsuerint r:1r;n1 ..;ir;nenh1r er'!nf'm 
r.onr'licione et erurtt et cret.:c.ent: vlr:tuo vGlohunt, 
qnn.nt11m cuique datum est per focclera :nnturni. 

( 2. 297-302) 

't'hP. _pr"oblcmatic character of expressions likn "in a similar 

w::ty" and "such .·things as have been wont to come to being, will 

be bron.�ht to birth under the same condition" ind.icates, hO\ITcver, 

that· t1,e "honds of nature" provid.e no More than a 'framework for 

experi.mentation of matter in motion . through spa.ce: 

nam cert e neque consilio primordia rerum , 
oroine se r.uo quaequ� sa�n�i mente 1ocarunt 
rH',� quos lJ..ltA.P.qne (darf:mt ·

rnotvs pepir:ere profecto) 
sP.d quia mnlta modis muJ.tts mutn.t<:!. pe� omne 
�x i11fini to v�xa.ntur -perci ta plne;is, 
onme C'l'enu.s JT!otus et coetus exncri11nd.o 
tannem del.reniunt in tal:l.s c:UspositurR.f.:, 
qualibus haec rerum consistit summa creatn, 
et mnltos etiam magnos servata per. :-:tnnor-
'lt F:0.mel in motus coniectast convl':'_ntf?ntls' J 
effictt ut largis avidum mare fluminis tmn 1 s. . . . . . 

(1, 102i-:n; of. · 5, ln_6,1�2) 

�·lhat can be the criterion for "convenient mov�ments" in a world 

too faulty to be created. by r;ods (5, 1B7-2J4) and continually 

P-nrrar:ed in a l'lar' between life and death ( 2, 569-80)? The 

r0neated example o� nature trying (5, 837-924), but bei�� nn­

abl� to create monsters (1, 199-2QL�; -2, 700-29) suggests that 
. . 

"conVP-l"lient movements" must mean stability of growth, maturity 
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n.n� �r-�r1.y. The formuln for nn.tnro: 11Nhnt cnn r.rmn to bn, 

'•rhat. c:::m not, finR.11y how cnch thi nr: hns its pm-11er dnfinl"!d 

ann it� <'!cep.;..Get boundary mark'' (1, 75-7) is explicaten ln 

thf> account of "certain matter," responsible for thinr:s cominr. 

1 nto be1 nr: and. n:oint'; out of beinf: at "certain times" ( 1, · 159-

214-). �1ost. compactly. it 1 s stated as "materia! concursus, 

motus, ordo, positura, fi�;ttrae," as "meetinp:s, motions, ordr=>r, 

position and shapes of matter" (2, 1020-2; cf. 1, 675-8}. The 

orn0r of these terms follows the ord.er of tho process of rr;co(�-

nition from complex mobility to simple stability: our Bf')nr.c-s 

-ncr�ci ve ·the realfty of motion and ref:t of thinr;s; · this rP.'1] i ty, 

Olll"' min� uncovers as deceptive appearance, as ntoms censr;J.ess1y 

in motion. The true rest however, underlyin� that restlesGness 

an� e�tahlishing the conditions for the achievement of "con-

venien.t movements" is to be found in the "shBpe" of atoms. 

That "shape" of atoms bears special importanne for the ::nnture 

of a thinp; can be seen from 1 ts central position in book t\.'10, 

the hook about motion and rest: After the Prooemi mn about 

motirm and. rest in terms of body and minc'l (2, 1-61), a po::;iti·t,rc 

trc:1.tm0.nt of motion and rest in termr: of a.to�s (2, 6?.-JJ?) leacln 

over into the dJ r;cussion of 11 shape" of atoms ( 2, 333-729), Hhich 

in turn p:ivcs Nay to a ne.1;ative treatment of colour and fcclin/3' 

in atom� { 2, 730-1361-J., 856-990). The Fir.ale describes the ::urn 

of t'-lin,r,;r, in motion and rest, but noN not ln tei'ms of atoms, 

rl.�. 1 n the three main parts Of the bOOl< 1 but, COrro"'!SpOndil1[': 

tothA Pl"'ooemium, in terms of compounds, of worlds bcin0 born 

n nn nyi:n.r; ( 2 1 991-117L�) • • Thus, hool< hro s hol'ls a syr:1mctry of 

1").-"J.l rs (motion ann. rest), gronped. around a one {rest): the 
• 

rme bP-in� "shape" of atoms, the pairs bein� motion and re st in 
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terms of compounds b1. Prooemtuni nnd Ffria le, and mot.i.on · :md 

ro�t: in terms of atoms· in the first and_ third mr-:tin part::; of 

the book. The special importance of shape ofatoms forth� 

·nature of a thing is shown in a·quote of book five, from thn 

�escrintion of the birth of bur world: 

�"d·nova temnost:1.s '}naedam mol�sque coorta. 
d 1 ff,t("ere inde lo�i partes coepcre :nnr·esqun 

'"�'tlm nnri bus ·hmf""i res l":t cliscludere muYlnmn 
mr.mhrnl']ue divldere 9t magna s disponerc pnrtes. 
omnir;enis e.'prlncipiis, discordia qnorum 

· 

lntr.rvalla vias concxus poniiera. plap;as 
r.oncursus ·motus tnrha.bat proel ia mfsc�ns 
propter d.lssimilis formas varin�qne fir;urns, 
quod non omnia sic· potcrant �onhmct�- rn::mere 
nee motus inter sese dare convenir.ntiG, ... 

- · · .  

-· (5, 4J6-h5; r:!f. Lnt1-lt-2) 

Diffnrently from platonic or aristotelian uiace thour,h, 

Nhr.rc shape < ELcfos >J/ .· 

I ) mcn:r.c shape ()� li ' (.. �IX. J Or f'-Oe 'f ?') 

for- .q, thin,;, ln the cpiCUI'(!rtfl contPxt, a.ll the factor:-;, 

or 

"mnt0:ri.a:t concur,,�, motui, ordo; positura, fic;urnc," plny 

their p.:'l.rt in determininr.; ·the appearance of a thin�. 

III. Recapitutation 

The inquiry into the· mean in� of "nature," the key t��=r 

of Lucretius• "De rerum natura", aim�d at clarifying th� r0ln­

tion of nature and time, and consequently the relation of the 

philosophtcR-1 definitlon. and the poetic met11_phorn of tim0. 

The relation of nature and time becomes espe�ially poi�­

n.'lnt in a passar,e from book o:r:e, i>Thcre both con�epts, tim� and 

nature, are. coupled into one: . 

Postremo quae cumque dies naturaque rebus 
paulatim tribuit moderatim crescere cogens, 
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· m 1 l ln !)ot e c t  oculoru m  a c i e r.  c ont r:;n ta tu 0r1. , 
n e e  porro qune . cumqn e aevo mA. c i  equ 0 r; �;1 r:. s cunt ; 
nee , m:lre qu�e impend ent , v e r: c o  s::rl 0 saxa p� rcsa 
qn :tt:l C'pl oqu e a m t t t:1nt i n  tempore ccrncrc po s s i s ,  
c orporibus cne cis i r; i tur natur.:1 p;eri.t res . 

· 

· ( 1 ,  322-8 ; cf . 628- )1�) 

If one c ons i der s ; at f i r s t , be,T,innins and end of th i s  � t , te­

ment , " �rhatever day and nature adds t o  thin,n;s l it t le by l i t t l e "  

i s  r�stated in · 11 by bod i e s  un s e en then natt.1 re t reat s t h i n rr,f-l " 

( cf . 2 ,  127..;:B ; 129 ; · 132 -llH ) . . Th€7 double forc c; " n a;r and 

nat nrc " c orres pond s t o  one force , " nature , 
11 u s  inr: the other 

rorcc , '' boi! i e s  uns e en , '' · in order t o  effect chanrr,e . C hanr_�e of 

th in r:Y.s occurs " in t ime ••. · and " through t ime ::mn_ o ccay , "  that 1 :::; , 

both from l'li th in and from '\'Tithout . " Day , 11 in the double c on-

ccmt " clay and nature , "  pre s en t s i t s elf befo!'e "nature , 11 s in c e  

lt is t he force o f  t ime wh i ch make s u s  reflect about the forc e '  

of n�.ture ,  s ince it i s  the change of appearances wh i ch make s 

us reflect about the permanenc e of be inr;·. The t erm " d:1y , "  

impiyinr: a small , quant itat i ve ly and. qua l i tat ively defineo 

uni t of t ime , rem incl s us of the fact that chanr;e of th ines 

occurs in sma l l · s t eps , cont in1,1ally altering the part s of the 

sum of thin�s . The sum of . things , h owever , i s  held in balanc e 

by the permanent laws o f  nature . T i me , reflect inr.: chanr;e wi th­

in ' th� sum of t h inr;s , is an a c c lc'l.ent of mot i on .  As such , i t  

i s  P.n �. c c id�nt of nature , s ince nature comprehenn s the Nhole 

s c;:�. le of me�nings from the. creat lve and destruct ive power , gov­

erni.nr� t he world , t o  the laws of grm'lth and decay , det erm t n inrr, 

th� world , derived from the movement s of at om s . u n i e s  naturaqu e ,  

" rh1.;r ann. nature , "  therefore , repre s ent s two aspe c t s  of' one and 

the same truth : " di e s , 11 " day , 11 s tand:J f or the changeable aspe ct 
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of appearances , · the mea su rahl e  actual i zat.ion of · infin.i te 
. . . 

m:'l.tt�r in infint t e moti on throt�eh inf ini t e  s p.'lc
·
� ;  " nat1ira : "  

" n:itnre , "  s tands. for the unch�n�eable a spect of be inr; , th e 

· fj rm laNs of infinite mat te}" in infini te mot ton throu�h 

infinite space . 6  The three met aphors - of t im e : force of 

t ime , mot i on of t ime • and r::pa.ce of · tlme , _ corre s pond t o  the 

three a spec t s  of nature : mat t·er , mot ion , and s p.-=tce .  - The 

i :n t er�hAn,�l'!abili �Y between nature and t ime , betwenn suhs tanc� 

An� Rcc 1.1lcnt , explA ins i t self throu �h mnn 1 s bP. 1 nr: mor� con -

cnrno� wt th chnn�e than w1 th · pcrmnn�nce , and thA-refore m,orc 

with tirne , than with · nature . S im i larly , ·_ birth ann r;rowth , de­

cay and deat h , are not pre s ented equally und er . the influen c e  

of nature and t ime , but birth and growth more under the 1.n­

f1uence of nature , decay and neath more under- the influenoe 

of time . ·Once 1 1.fe . has be� , man s eems to be most c oncerned 

with i t s  ·meanin·r.:ful comple t ion and therefore with t ime effect in, 

chan�e t owards ·that end . .  

The, relat i on of t ime and nature , in Lucret i u s • ph i los o­

phi cal poem , can be grasped :ln . another c omparable pa i r  of 

t erms , in the relat i on of . 11 fortune " · and 11 nature . • · Subsequent 

4v . �A'qX , i.n h i s n i ss .. , Dtfferen ?.  . fl.er demol�r1. t l sch<"n und 
e n �  1..., , "� 1  � ch cm N�t,.tr.nhi l osonh t �  ( M�rrA 1 ,  1 ,  F'ran trf'prt · a .  M .  
1 0-:::!7 ,- 1 ..:.. ')? ) , T"!1 t.h�r. htwil1 innt:1y port..,..a.y� th i �  � nnn0c t 1 o"' of 
"1� t1 l r'0 rmrl t 1 mP. : 11 n t e  �ll S:\J"11�fY!1fH�i:?.tl'Ylf': . i st 0 ie hl n�� ;'1., :"' � 1  ,,.r-

• T.'o"T"' . ii t:"-r Jl':r:ml<'ret �n 1Tatm ·•  -· di e Z ei t  ihre ald:u o�e Fo'Y"m • • •  D i  � 
": 0 1  t r'f . ..... rr:�f";�n i st. nas Fen·�r r'f e s  He r: rms , n�f' i U e  F.rsche innn.� 
0•·ri � VPl"� ehr-t un� i h r  n 0n S tenmel iter Abhti.n n:j ":k8 i t  tmd H e ­
� 0"1 l0si l!k�i t aufclr1'fckt . 11 ( n:o . · · 1�2-3 )  • tti\R:X i n  · c �ptn re of th o; 
0 r- � t'l!n t: l ."l.l:1 ; thou�h , lacks supnort from \<Torkl:�r: l·Ti th t:he t.P.xt s  

· N"'l i r. l't  Nnnln. h ave prev!"lnten h i m from i d cnt i fy1 np: 'Rpi cnru n 1 '1 nd 
L1 1 �r,.t:l n s ' .  not i on of time , ann led h i m  t o  i" oticP. the , · crHci n l  
c o -0:v:t st�nce o f  n.ef ini tion and metaphqrs of t i me i n  Lucrct t u s  > 
t-rorl-:- . 



rp t o t e �  dl"'� crihe , f i r r-: t  na ture ( 5 ,  77 ) ,  th�n fortun� ( 5 , J O? ) , 

R R  �overn in� the world . The �ontext , however ,  ��kc� it � l �nr 

thr:� t; f ortune is n f) i thcr an equa} nor r ival forc e to nnt11ri"'l , h1.t t 

t h:'\t " �overnin� nnture "  prov i o e s  the framework for " �ovcrn i n �  

fortune " :  nnture det ermtne s t h e  een err.t.l laws · of the No.rln , 

fortur P. only the part i cular move s , pos s ibl e  w i thin those l:nm . · 

S i m i ln.rly � the relat i on of nature and. t i me , of subs tance 

aml r�.c c i n ent , was .shown t o  cons i s t in the rel ::tt 1 on of mnt't�r· 

in mot i on throur;h space and force of t ime ln mot i on of . t i Me 

throuFr,h space of t ime . The connect ion bctl·reen the thre e as­

pect s of nature , therefore , .  becomes the key fo� the connect i on ·  

behmen the three metaphors of t ime . The one t o  one c orres pon­

d ence of the three pairs indi cates the spe c lal import ance of 

matter , unde!" the aspect . of nature , the per�anent , and of 

forc e , under . the aspect of t ime , the chan{!e<'lble .  The fa ct thrtt 

fo!'ce expl icat es mat,ter , as t ime expl i c,a t e s  nature , is the com­

m on r;round for the poet i c viel-t of time and. i t s  ph i lo s oph i cal 

a.efini t i on ,  is the common groun� for the metaphorical use of 

t i me R S  f orce , mot i on , and space , and its defini t ion as ac c i ­

den t o f  mot i on .  

'T"hP-mA , Devel opment , ann. Recapitulat ion of th i s  e s R::ty tri. ed 

.to lm� erRt:=m rl how t tme , �s ac c i d ent , bec omn s intt"?.rchnnr:eab lc 

�"11 th l'l � tnre , th8 substance of the world , vThi ch also enta i l ed 

th� �1.1hs t i  tut i on of th e o.ef init i on by me·taphors of t ime . To 

1mn ers tanrl " how" d oe s  not , hm'l�ver , mean to understand 11 Nh�.r " 

th i. s  subs t i tut i on takes place , a que st i on t o  be ansi'mred by 

c on � i n �rtn.�T, the s e c ond. aspect of Lucret iu s 1 defini t i on of t ime , 

i t s  dep�l"ln ence on human percept i on .  



"''-1 n f i r r. t  rum�>�t of T.l l �rr.t 1 u s '  f1 P.f 1 n l t i on Ntl f.l t lr:'l'� ' r.  

��n�n� Pn c P  on mot ton ami r�r: t  of t h  j nt,_;!C : 

t. �mpns i t �m p�r ::: 0. n on � s t , r.rn rP.hu n ah i p� :t � 
cnn r:�q, t i tiu• s �'l"l stt s , trrmsactnm qq i.� s i t  i n  :v: v o , 
tnm q1 1ae ros 1 nf1 t �t , 'l.U io. porro n P- lnn c r-:cqu-:1.tur ;  
nr-c !)�r s e  quer!'iquam · tempus s r-mt l rc · fl'lt endum s t  
�emotum ab rerum motu plac id.aque qu i At P. . 

· 

- ( 1 , h.59 -fl) } 
'T'he S t:! c ond as pe ct . t ime ' s  d�pe!ldence on hum�n pr:!rcept i on ,  

imnl t e s  both man ' s awarene s s  and. man ' s- ""v�lua t i on of t t rne . 

M::l.n 1 s ::\Narfm� s s  of t ime , . com inP-: from · 11 th in�s trwms e l  V P- � , "  

�t �mr-: . from th in�s of nature n s  well as ·th i nrrs of h�mG\n nntur� . 

'T'hP. rPa s on for d i s t fngu i s h inp; hetl'leen the s e  tlfro , t�ou�h c on­

"'V>. c tert , realms i s  iTIA.n 1 s d1 fferent evaluat ion of t i me , whr!ther 

· nature or human nature · t s  · concernen . 7. 

- · 1\fi t h in nat u rP ,
· , :1s a whole ,  where the, sum .. of .thinp.:s ( 2 ,  JOJ , 

· 1 , 1 0 08;,.9 ; 2 ,  '3 07 ) , th rough the con s tant cyc le of lt fe and 

n e::t th { 2 ,  5fl9-80 ) ,  i s  always the �:'!me and always not the Rame 

( 5 ,  R2B-J6)  ,· and where deve lopment in time eventual ly mean s 

t'lrilln� back t o  the her;inninp; , t i me seems t o  hec ome more anrl 

TT1 0 re ne_p;l i ,cr.ibl e , the more . one m oves from the part s t o  thq 

-
l•Thole . 8 

?r. f .  P .  n�JA. GY , Proc c R s  ann Value : An epi cur0an d i l emma , 
rr � Ph" , A A , 1957 , l�L�-2t1 . 
0 ' 

1 

· ·r f . 11 .  J,�OP.'\RDI , TJA. p:ine Rtra , 11 . 292-? : " co s i  0 ()1 1 1 -u omo 
i l"l"l"' fl.l""::l. , e d P. l l 1  etad:t ch 1 e i  ch lnma ant i ch e , e fiel seguir che 
f�.YJ.V1.o f! r.mo r;l i avi 1 nenot i ,  sta n11tura oenor vert:'te , anz l 
p�occn� p�r s i  lun�o cammino , che s emhrn atar " . cf . S .  BORRA , 
� n1 r i t i  e f orme affini in Lucrez i o  e Leopard i � Bologna , 
19 )4 . 



1.·ii t.h :l t1 t.hn con t � xt of nn.tur� : 

A t  qun r. i · 1. nn � :l.nqn o · f 1 uere omn i !"t  �ern t mu r. n.evo 
e x  o�•J l i  sqn c  vetustaterr. subd uc t::re nor.tri s .  
c1 i in  tnmen incolum i s  v i dr"at 1 1 r  s u r'Hna manere -
pronte :rr-m qu ia , qw1e d e c�rlunt cor�or!:l cn l qu e , 
1 mn i-1  n h0.1 m t  m innunt , quo vennre anr:m ine (lon�nt . 

· i l lr:t r-;en e- s c ore , at ha e c  c on t rn. flor� r: c ere cor,unt , 
n.ric remorantitr i b l ; s i c  rerum summa novatur 
s emper , et . .  inter se mortal es mu tu� v i �Jnt . 
m.tr;e s cnn t al iae p:entes , al i ae m i nuun t u r ,  
i nrtu n brevi spnt i o mutan tur nr-� ecla rm i mnntum 
et q11a s i  cu rs ore s vital 1ampaci::.t trnd unt . · 

( � ,  69 -79 ; cf .  ) , 971 ) 

Th i s  ina tfference · df 'tlme and. nature , w i t h  re s pe c t  t o  any hu­

man cont ent of l i fe , move s man to res i s t  nature for the sake 

.of . 11. fe : 9 

Qu od ( s i ) iam rerum i F.;norem pr i mord ia quae s int , 
h oc tame,., ex i ns i s  cae l i  rat i on i bu s rm s l m  
conf irmare a l i i sque e x  rebus redCi e re mnlt i s , 
nflCJl lP.quam nob i s  ci i  vini tn s e s s e  r.mratam 
na turnm rerum : t anta s tat praed i ta cu l pa . 
pr inc i ni o qw= tntum cae l i  t e ,:;i t i mnetus inp;en s , 
inn � avid am JX'l rtcm mont e s  s i lvneque ferarum 
:r}oss fldere , t �nent rU TIA S · va s t:18qu e palude s  · .  

et mar0 , quon l�t e t err�rum cl l. s t :i.net orns . 
1 nc'i n  nu:1.s porro nrope pn rt i s  - fArv i0us nrd or 
n.c'i s i nuus que r:el i  casus mortal i hus aufert . 
quod super e s t  :=t.rv i , tamen id natnra sua · v i  
s ent i.bus obducat , n i  v l s  . humana rc s i s tat 
vi t n i  cau sa. va l id ·o c onsue.ta binenti 
in�emere et t erram pre s s is prosc ind ere rtratr i s .  - . ( 5 :;  195-109 ) 

The d ifference between the de s cript i on of the newborn ch i ld , 

cryinp.: in 1 t s  hel ple s sne s s  ( 5 ,  222-7 ) ,  and t he youn� animR �_s , 

la.r�e ly taken care of by natu re hers e l f  ( 5 ,  22 8-34 ) ,  does not 

mAan re s i �at i on before nature , but recov1it i on of the ne�d 

for ilevelopment in the ca? e  of man : " One th int; I feel able 
. . .  

t o  �ff lrm • . .  : 
. .  

s o  small are the trace s of nature left , wh i ch 

9"'or a more extens ive s tudy of the epi curean v i eN of man t s  
exner i ence of t ime , cf . my D i s s . , op . c i t . , ch . 3 ,  Z e i t e r-
fahrun� , pp . 140-9 . . 
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rr>rt.� n..,., �on J r!  n ot di�pe l  for u n , th�t. n ot h tnr; n tnt'J �rs 1H l 

f"rom l i  v 1 n o: a l i fe l•rorthy of �od � "  { J ,  319-22 ) .  Th i s ·  tn:-rl.t: of" 

m!'l.n t o  overc ome . tbe 1.no ifference of t i me nnd nn.ture , l'Ti th 

r�� pP.ct t o human- l i fe , takes on
. two , thourrh re.latcrl , rorms : 

on� 1 � man 1 s detachment from t �mpor3.l th ings t•ri th in h i s  ol'm 

l i. fP.t ime , · the oth er man 1 s o.vP.rconi inr: thP. t f'mporali ty of ht s m·m 

1 i f� by see int-:. himself as p.:"lrt or mn.!lkind , a11n. the oevclopm0.nt 

of h i r- 01'1!1 nature a. �  part of th e d evelopment of the natur� of 

IT'-'ln . Lu cre t iu s ' _de s cript ion of the development .of man , in bo9� 

fi vP of " ne rernm n P.tura" ( 5 ,  92.5-lh57 ) , end s Joti th a rather 

comr>l tcat ed.
· 

s tate��nt of th� 'princj.:Ole� nf chrmee : 10 .  
. . . 

, , r;u s  c t  i mpin;rn.e s i mu l  experiP.n t i n  ment. 1 :=: 
'f'rt.n lrlt 1 m docu i t  p�o .et empt im :prC"'jl"efJ :\. P.nt t r.-; .  
s i c  nnnm · qu i cqu ift paula t im prot.r:1 h i  t n.P.tl'l.s 
in : mcd.ium rat i oque in lum ini s eri;'3i t ora� ; . . . . . ( 5 ,  1 1-1-52 -.5 ) 

1\ r:- rt. qu ote from book fou r shm·rs ('4., 822-5-?L " u s�J s " , th� 
..... -

f1.rRt 1.mpP. J.1. inr: force . t ol'mrd-s pro�r.r"' B S , mer-tns " pr::J.ct ice " 

h"! t:11 �  � f'ru':e 'of both , �ot i on and !'"--'-'!.�t t on ( cf . 1-t- , R)l , R35 , 

Rlt.l , R J)2 ) . � im:l. lnrly , " imni r;rn� ex:nnri ent ia nent l s "  rnen11 � 

: �·: . 

t:'1Ylc� of h.nman rea s on - in the procP � t:  o f  ch�n.�e . The last t'·ro 

1 h 1 o r  of thi A stn.tcment of prin c i.pl 0 s  re p�nt the p:Jtt ern o f  

th� r i. r !1 t  t\·10 lines : " aeta s "  and " r�t 1 o" , " time " ana " r�n­

-� ,.,n " , !l.r� coupleO. .as .forcc �  tm;1ard s pro�:re s s , " t j me "  in thr! 

nJ. n c �  of · " p:l'a.ct i �c , "  " reas on" in the place of " the experience 

1 0::-'or n. more ext ens ivP s twly of the eni eurcan unfl crs tann 1 nf" of 
t i m e  :1.!1 force of o.eve l opmcnt , iri .natuPo - or h i st ory ., cf � . my

'· ' 

f) f � s- � , op . c it . , ch . 2 ,  Z e i t funkt i on ,  pp . 75-139 . 
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of t!-1 � c."'l.r;rn"' m inr! . "  Two prr:I c t i cn. J. verhs , " bri n?.: r:  nu t 11 r�.nd 

" rr-� l � f:' S  u p , " supplan t , in the las t two l ines , the m o re 

theore t i. �.'!:\ 1  verb , " tau�ht , 11 from the f i rs t  tNo l ine s , and 

thw :; e ffe c t · A balance _of theory and pra c t i ce in both prirt � .  

ThP. c omna r i s on betl>reen the two part s reca l l s  the interchn.n ge ­

nhl l i  t y  between nature and. t i me , be tween substance anfl acc i ­

� P�t , d i s m1 s s ed �a�l i er ( 5 ,  828-36 ) .  Here , in the context 

· of t h e  deve l opment of human nature , the proces s of change , 

l•rh 1 ch is s een , once unde r  the inf lu ence of hum9:n act i on , one� 

1 mrler the influ ence of t ime , has an adned initiat ive in b oth 

ca s e s : human m ind or human re::1 s on . The d i ffe ren ce be tween 

the l'TOrld of nature and the worln of human nature , wi th re spect 

to the role of t ime , l i e s  in that man , on acc ount of h i s rea-

s on • nnrsues end. s and make s c h o t c e s  wi t h  a v i m'l to ends : 

s i c  volvend.a aetas commv tat t emnora rer,l m .  
f'l1 1 od  fu i t  in pret i o , f i t  nul l o  d.eni.que honore ; 
"90rro aliud su cc ed it e t  ( e )  contempt 1 bu s  exit 
inque (U e s  maf;i s adpet i tur f loretque repertum 
laud ibus et m iro est mortal i s  inter honore . 

( 5 '  1276-80 )  . 

In addi t i on t o  the blind mechani sm of atoms , whi ch ,  in the 

realm of nature , effect s change , man ' s cho i c e , expre s sed in 

apprec iat i on or c ontempt , ' be c ome s the rnain fac tor of develo!l­

mP.l"lt . The s tA.tement of princ iples , i n  the descript i on of rJ:::-.n 1 s  

n evel opment , end.s with a rather ambtr:uous climax : 

usus et imni grae s irnu l experi ent in ment i s  
p8_, , lat im doCl.l i t pe<'ietempt im proF;redient i s . 
s i c  unum qu i cquid. priulat im protrah j t aetas 

in medium rat i oque in lumini s eri.�i t oras ; 
nrtmque al id e x  a l i o  c lare scere corde v idebant , 
a.rt ibus a.d summum donee venere cacumen . 

( 5 , 1452-7 ) 

The d i ff i culty of h ow to interpret 11 cacumen11 , e i ther pos i ­

t lve ly , as - hi storical ful f ilment of the deve lopment o f  human 
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nature ( c f .  J ,  319-?.2) , or ne�nt lvnly , as natural turninr.: 

noint b�twAen p.;rowth anit decay • . inrt i cat e s the ii i  fferenc� 

in evaluat i on of t i me ,  whethe r nature as a whole , or hum;1n 

nature within natur� iR concerned . The fact tha t  .thf) des crip­

t i on of a r;:tther lat e stage in the development of man , . th� 

tn�rll i c l i fe .  ( 5 ,  1 379- 1415 ) ,  contains word for �orord rep� t i ­

t i ons from the d e s cript ion of the ep! curel\11. att i tude t ol-mrd s 

1 1  fe ( 2 ,  1-hl ) '· surr.�ests how important t i me and · h i storical 

o evelopment of. hu mnn nature are for th� . ach ievP.ment of t h e  

h i c!:he � t · w1srl.om . The - wi sdom , acquired over a lon� space of 

time , from pr1m1tive man to �pi curu n ( .5 , 925-:-1L�57) � is Rhown 

to cons i s t  in a more and. more art i ctJlat e un<'l erf}t;andinp; of 

natu re and. human nature with in nature : With the pas sin!'_; of 

t ime , nature appears not any more as chaoti c environment ,  bu t 

A.s cosmns , as world , intellip:i ble in cause ::: ann effect s ,  in 

la'<T nnd randomness . Man 1 s experience wi th nature not only 

�rtf.lbles him to control ann change nature " for the sn ke of. 

1 1-fA " ( cf .  5 ,  195-234 ) , but als o refle ct s btick on h :\. s  unner­

�t!!tnff inl': of h imself and h i s  rel::ttl on to other men , that t s , 

on h i s  cont rol a.nn chan�e of human nnture . with in nn.ture . ll 

1 1  
. . . . . . · r. ontr-ol �n� chnn o:-e of nat1 1re an, human natur� l'li th'i:n nA.tllre 

1 �  � · h ol'r�v�r- , not thP. �a.m0. tl s t}le mnre. rnonern. 11 0.on'}uest or 
nnt:m"e 11 • � onqu0st of :n.1lb.tl)'e , as , for inr.:tnnce , P. B�.�o:n en.­
vi � i ons i t , .  � �pe!1.fk:: on the 11 closer and purer le�r:ue betHPen 
the s r:>  tNo f:=tcu lt.i�s , the �x-perl ment�.l 11nn the rat. i o:nn.l ( �nch 
rH" h�.s r..�ver- ye t ber-m mn.cte ' �  ( Nov . Orp; . ,, . 1 ,  !\ph . 9 5 ) ; " For 
thP m"'.tt. Ar i:n hn-no. ls no m(!re . f� l :t c i ty of f::peou l r-1 t t on ;  hnt 
t.,P r"I"}A 1 hn s ir..� � �  o:no fortunes · of the hvmA.n race , Rnt1. :1. 11. 
nnw�r of opel"::l.t i on .  For mA.n 1 ::: hut the ::l�rvRnt .9.nc' t int ·'! r -­
pr-�t.P.T' ' or nature : \'lhat he <'t oes and what he 1qlows i s  . on ly 
'IITl-t� t  he . hns observed o.f n�ture 1 s order in fl)ct or in th nn,o;h t ; 
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( c r .  1 ,  119-22 ) .  The P.mnh� � t s· on " human minrl "  or " hum:tn 

rf:'ll i": on , n in an.<'U t i on t o  hllm:tn act i on and t i me , as prin c l pl � �  

o f  ch�.l, r�o , reveals  the differenc� bo tNe en nature and hu man 

n:tb t�A in the ir respec�ive development : In nature , mnt t n r  in 

mot 1 (\n thrmHth space effects " convenient m ovemen t s , "  s tab i l i ty 

of P;rmrth , mAtnrit;y anrl decay . In hnman natu't"e , man , hnv lnr:: a 

hot1 :v , ra l l s  under thf.' laws of all compound bod i e s , that i s  the 

l aws of. p:rowth and d e cay . On the other hann . hav i ng rea s on , 

h f'.'!  not only ha s t o  ch oose the s t eps of h i s  growth ,  but he al�y 

ha s t o  f ind l i m it s , .  f o r  bod. i ly as 't'rel l  as s pi.r i  t ual need s , l i m­

i t s  whi ch w i l l  ke ep h im within " convenien t �ovement s , "  that i s  

b0.yont1. th 1 � h e  knows noth ing ann can d o  noth i n.� .  For the chn in 
of f'!:l1J s e s  cB.nn ot. hy any forc e he loosen or hrol�cn , nor c:tn 
nR: tHre be comman cl ed excn pt by be inr,: obeyed . fl.nd so t h o s e  tl;Tin 
oh j r> ct. � , human l<nowl ed �e and humR-n '!'JOWer , n o  real ly meet in one ; 
nnn i t  i s  froM i .o:n oran c e  of c:J.u s e s  that opernt i on fai ls " ( �rov . 
Or� . , D i strib.  Op . , sect . 6 ) . n r  mean i t  t o  be a h i s t ory not 
on l �r of' nFJ.ture f'ree and at larr,e ( t'lhen she i s  left to h r� r  mm 
cour � e  and n oe s  h e r  work her own Nay ) . . · .  hut much more o f  n2. ­
tnrP. 1. m n er con s tra int ancl vexed ; that i s  t o  say , �rh en hy r-trt 
r-tno tho hnnil. of man she i s  forced out of her natura.l s t a t � , 
A.nrl squl".ezen a11d. moulr'l en: " Orov . Orp: . , D i s tr th . Op . , s e c t . 3 ,  
c f . 1 ,  A nh ' s •  1-11- ) ; " On a r:iven horly , to g-enP-rate and s n ne -r i n­
d Hce. ::t n eN nature or ne1'1 natu.res · l s  t he Nork R-nd n. i m  of h' lfTl"l.n 
'V'�'""'r .  O f  r3. rd ven nat1 1re t o  n t ::>r�over t h e  form , the tru" � m� c  i ­
f i c  r'l t -rr"rcnce , or n1ltnre - en�en n er ing nnture , o r  � O'Jrc0 of 
P.JT!:).n�.t. l on ,  . . . is t h e  work ann a i m  of humf.J.n 1m<nTlenp.:c '' ( N ov . Orr; . 
?. ,  A nl-l . l ) . T h ou ,�h BA con qu ot A s  Lucret :tus ' pra i s e  of Epi <'l l T'U S  a s  
rl:l �coverer o f  the n�. tu re of t h i n�:1 ( N ov . Orr; . , 1 ,  A ph . 1 ?. 9 ) , 
ann thour:h Lucret in s  speaks , in the Rccotm t of mr:tn 1 s d evf'lop­
mcn t. , of th0 co opera t t o:n of 11 p�a c t  ice anrl th e oxne r t encr.l of t:he 
�n rrPr m i nr:'! 11 ( 5 ,  l?ln-AO ; anrt my Dis s . ,  op . c i t . , pp . 111�- R )  � 

h e  l'TOn ln never , l i.ke Ba con , sp�ak o f  man ' s " end cnvor t o  " S t n-hl i sh 
�net exb�11n t h �  pm-;cr f\nd domi.ni. on o f  the humnn r.1. c e  1. t s b 1 f  over 
th� nn j vr>r:<ri "  ( il ov .  Or.r; . ,.  1 ,  A :oh .  1 ?9 ) . Bn. � on • s  v 1 G i on of thP. 
11 f"r.'ln1 'Y'� of ma11 over thinr;r: " ( Nov . Orr: . � T ,  1\ nh .  129 ) rr s t �  m: 
tr. r-- �nnnor d. t i on that he hil s  11 ri s tn.bl i. :.hen forever a t rue · .<: n•l 
ln.,·rfn l Pl . ., rr i F! p;r:> br> bm en the empl rtc::J. l  1lnd the rat 1  ona l fn c.1 .11 ty , 
t: h 0  1m1d nil nnd i 11-stn.rred c'U vorce and S"'!TJ."l. r(l t i on of '•Th i ch h : � �  
t h rrwm tnto conf1 1  R i on :o�.lJ. t h e  affn. i P :_:!  o f  th8 h1.lm� .. n fa1'1 i. 1;r " -
( �! rw .  Oro; . , In s t �nt . r1ar;nn. , PrP. f:; ; cf . 1 ,  .ll.ph .· 9 5 ; cf . L .  �,-;:P.P') , 
.'�. n i.�trorlu ct l on t o  the pol i t i cn. l pl1 i l o s ophy of F .  Bacon , D t � r: . � 
C11 1 c-=trr,o 1957 , ch � 7 ,  The C on que s t  of •Nn.ture ) .  



,., ; t'1 i n  th� frrmc1-ror.-k o f  humn.n ri.ntnro i n  i.tr, fn lf 11rrtc.nt 

{ cf .  · 5 , J.ltJ0- 5 ; 2 ,  1 -6-1 ) �  Th i s  wi sdom ' t o  lmm-1 t h n. l i m i t :. 

!lnpropr l ::t t �  for · man 1 r. nnt\1rc i s  the pr:J z c  l>Th i ch e lcvat n s  !\pi ­

�ur·u � ,  the new r:od of culture ( r!f . - 1 ,  6?. -?9 ; 3 ,  1�3 0 ;  5 ,  1-90 ; 

ft ,  1. -lr.? ) ,  ove r the o l ii r:o<'ls , C�res � Rncchu8 rmrl Pcrculc � ,  Nh o 

on l �,r  d cn.lt with bod i ly nn cd s ( 5 ,  · 1-51� ) . To l�ON the l l m :t  t �  

annrorrr:J n. t P.  f or humn.n nature m ean� t o  know the 1 i m t  t s  for c on ­

troll tr1 � rino �1-,n.nr:inp; nature " for the sake o f  1 1  fe , "  both human 
l'lA.ture and nn.ture as a :  l>lh.ole . · .. 

The pro.s pect of the death Of our natu ral world ( 2 ,  1105-

?4 ; . e s n . 2 ,  llJl-2 ), wh i.ch will set an end t o  nny h i stori c<t l 

d eve l opment of human nature , whether pos i t i �e or ner;at i vc , l 2 

mak� man reflect on t i me more wi th respect. · t o  his ot-m life 

than w i th res pect to the life of.  mank i nd .  A s  Lucre t ius c la i ms 

in book three : 

i llud. in h i s  rebu s v i de o  f irrriare pot e s se , 
usqw� a<'leo naturarum ves t i p;ia l inqui 
nP.rvola , quae nequ eHt rat j_  o dene llere nob i. s , 
l �t  n ih i l  inpf'?rl_iat d i p:nam n. is ne r;ere vitam . 

( J ;  3 19 -22 ) 

1?� �1--olarr-: wi clely dt.sa.c:r:rne about the po� t t ive 01� rte,n:n t i v0. 
evn. l n at i on of man ' s  h i � t ori cal d evP.lopmr.m t hy t;h0 F:})lc11 rr�an s .  
l!f" lth (:'J"' the s i mply p�ss lmir:tic  ( P. n iUJi'FB TDA , I l  f i!Ja] e 0 0 ]  
V l ihro el i J,l l cr�z l o , F.pi cu ren in mP m .  H .  B i P'norJn , GP.novn. 10 .�9 , 
1 ?�"Ll r)5 ; 'P .  I<'LT�Tf1.'Jt;;R ,  Ph i l o s onh :l P.  und J) i c h t Jmn s t  �.m !�nn e 0 P. s  2 .  
P.u ch � s  n � s  �u;rez ! Hermes , 80 , J 952 , J�Jl ; I. . .,R 0'!3 TN , S u r  ln 
c ol1.c0'!"lt 1 on ep1.curvmn� nn pror:r??� ,  R evue de m�Jtap�y s iqu P. �t 
�o��l e ,  21 , 1 916 , 6�7-719 ) ,  no� the �imply opt 1 mi st i c  ( � . � .  
r'r'T�;\l T .  T.<1. morale n 1 'Eni cure et s e s  r.qnnort s n.vec . l e s r! octr i ne s  
�O.Ylt 0l"lnQrninc s ,  Paris 192 7 )  v i eN seems to  fi o  j'us t :t c e  t o  the 
e n 1  �nrean al>rarene s s  .of the prqblemat i c char::1.c i;( er of humar-. 
11 T)r-nn-re r.; s " .  An A.nprecJat i on or both a s pect s , pe s s imi s t i c  nr.n 
ont 1 m i s i t c  ( F .  f1.IAfi.!COTT I , L 1 ott im1 s mo re la.t tvo ne l 11 l)e re rum 
natura ''  rl.i Ln �rez i o , Tortno 1960 ; R .  MONDOL:PO , La comprens i on e  
<h� l  s ol"p:etto umano nell 1 ant i chita c lass i ca , Fi renz e , 19 58 ; my 
Di s s . ,  on . cit . , pp . lJl-9 ) , s eems to come closest to the t ruth . 
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Tn � on� t h in:� th� · r:.oo ::: are n ot conc nrn cd. abou t i �  t imo ::m � 

nP!"l.th . The por, i t i on of books three and fou �, the books n.hou t . . 

T.0-n , hP-b·mcn books one ann. two , the boolm abou t thA mir,ro�o�m 

of at om s , ano bool<� f i ve nnd s i x , t he books ahou t the mR.r.�o ­

cosm of worlds , shO\'l'S mn.n ' s spe c ial po$ i  t ion w it h in thP.: s u m  

o f  th in�s : be in� i n  t h e  ce nt er betwe en mi crocos m and macroco sm , 

h P.  i s  :::tt the same t ime part of the cyc l e  of t ime and nature and. 

able t o  detach h im s e l f  from i t  on account of h i s ' rea s on .  Mf!:tt 1 s 

mind and. s oul enable him t o  be aware of t i me , t o  be awa re of 

tl.:l.e mAa surable as pe ct of nature . A \'r.;lre of nature and t 1me 1 s 

. role wi tl1 in tJaturA , man becom e s  aware of death , more so th:1.n 

of ; pirt.tl , sJn,ce . the end t o  t h e fulfi lment of hum�n natu re i s  

more s i� i f i cant than the beginning of i t s  prom i s e . The ex­

hortat ion of personified nature to overcome t he fear of death , 

in the Finale of hook three , means , in more gene ral t erms , 

e xhortat ion to ov ercome t he fear of the end of t ime , and ,  i m ­

pl i c itly , the P.n�. of . mot i on . The Prooe mium of book t wo, the 

book about mot ion and re st , pra i s ed the task of the epicurean 

ph ilosophe r to gain rest ov er mot i on th rough the power of � ind , 

enabl in� h im t o  evaluat e the needs of body and m ind , and . there­

fore to s e t  l i mi t s for himself in acr. ord ance wi th human nature 

( 2 ,  1-61 ) . The fact t hat book three e xplain s t h e nat ure o f  

mind and soul in terms of bod i e s  in mot ion th rour,h v oi d , make s 

one , at lea�t ,  wonde r abmlt the chances of the m ind , ever to 

r:ai.n rest over mot ion and t hel"e fore to t ake on an at t i tude 

tm•rard s t im e  wh i c h would rend.e r  it as ne,glit�ible for one '3 1_nr:le 

l ife RS · i t appears t o  be '�6r ihe i i fe of the sum of t h i�gs . In 

the � 1 nale of book th ree, nature ,  a lways pre s ent and repres�n t i n  

t h e  nnchan�eable aspect o f  being , tries · t o convince man , that 



t l M� , n�vel"' pre s ent , net ther as wholP. n6t- i n  i t r:: p:1.rt � ,  
nl1r1 r�:nrP- s �n t inr: th� chan,n;enbl� aspect of. ap:oearnnces , i r:  

n�.�u. �i.bl� a.s fl\r as humAn life i s . c.oncorned . In oth ':!r \•roro r-: ,  

p(!T'S On i f i.�d nn.turc tr1. e s  t o COnV1.riCC man thRt t i me i s  only An 

ncc io.ent of matter . in mot i on throur:h space ; or fina l ly • .1 n 

a c'c l �.ent of nature . This means that the poet i c  metaphors of 

t i.me : force of t ime , mot i on of. t ime , and. space. of t tme , are 

to he reihtcP.d t o  i t s  ph ilosoph ical d efini t 1  on . ( 1 ,  1�59-6) ) .  

"'T'imP. chan�in� th e  nature of the wh ol e · 1'10rld 11 r.md " nature 

alterin[",' all things " are therefore not interchan �eable terms 

on the same leve l , but one , t ime , subsumed under the other , 

n.:"l.ture . 

rm tnt en i m  mund i nnttir::t!'l t ot iu s  ar:>tns 
�� �l i oque n l i u s  st�tus exc i n�re omn ia d ehf:'t 
" "=' �  !TI�net ulla s11 i simtl is  r0 � : omni a ni rrr�nt , 
ornni � co!"!m1.1 tr:1.t natur-A- ,_t vert ,qyoe CO'"':i.t . 
n,.rnqn e A.l. 1 uo pntrP,:;ctt et nevn �.e'!J i l e  l:1r:�uet , 
110""1"'0 �.l inn ( mw )  c r0 � c i t  e t  ( f) )  cont0mpt i.bus e xi t . 
s i c ir:i tnr mnnn. i naturn.m t ot i  u �  a.ot �. s  
�, tRt , et e x  al to tnrram statu s c xc 1 pit n lt er ,  
r:J.n on . notn i t :n equeat , po s s tt quod non tnJ ; t :1.nte . 

( 5 , 82A-Jh ) 

� tm n �.rl. �r t o  th� s;rmme t-r-y of book b-To 13 , Nhel"A the c ��t :r."1 l 

it1. r. cn s s :J. on About shane of at oms \Ora� rmrroundnd by the d i t:l -

a1 t. Ari n �  al l th 1 nr:;s "  i �  framed by f':hf' ll � c ount of " t imf' ehn.n-

�'1, ' "·1 1 �r �ff�cted. hy both . 'T'he c�ntr::t l  pos i t i o� of " om11l::1 
. . . . . -

nn"'l�ntrl. t  nn.tu r� " ( 831 in R?.8-36 ) ann. the comprehr-m s i  ve ch.'!racte 

111"! -r .  p . 9 above . 
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nn '!':nr1 r1 t ot 1 n � "  1.n " mntat rm 1.m mnnrH nA.t1 1 r'1.m t ot i u r:  net:"l � " 1 

·. ·R 1·l ,...'""'"' f-! t  1 hm·rP.v0.Y. , thn.t t tme :t s on ly the appn.rrmt , hu t. t h.1.t 

!' 1  '11"l. l l;r �11 rn·m ln the cent er of Ln oret :i.ur: 1 11 ])0 rern m  n"'.tur . ., " , 

tn th e h'1 lancr> of the Ti' i n:l] e of book thrP. e , t h P.  pP.r::: nn i. f t r:� ­

t i on of' nn.turc , aYJn. th� Proo�?.mium of book fon r , t: h 0.  d� t fj cn.t i on 

of t;hl') :ro�t . 'J'hP. t.r.inmph of Prooerr: ium four ( cf. ] , 921�50 ) 

t �  felt e1ven r.torc i f  -one i s  aNa.re of its s ource , F:u ri pid e t 1 

H i T.lDOl :Jrto::: ( 73-87 ) . There , H t ppol�rtos , fancJ'i n,o; h i mGe l f  in 

th e pos s e s s i on of fi"UJ 'feo 5'0 v'? , a pos s e s s ion _by nature rather 

th!'YJ by t each inP;:l.l-1- , . reveled in h i s  ded.:i. cat i on of a l<Treath of 

flm·rers to Artemi s ,  flm-rers which were plu cked from an i.n­

vioJ..qt e TTlead.m'l , watered hy· A ! dos and v :l. s i ted only by the 

snr i :n o:t ime bee . l5 In Lucre t ius ' vers i on of the ima�c , the poet , 

t ravers ing pathle s s  f l e ld s  of the Hus e � , l oves t o  approac:h rm<t 

t o  o rinl{ from virr;in sprin�s , and 1 ov.cs t o  pluck fl ovre rs and t o  

Beek ::\ wreath for h i s  own brow . Th e relat i on of H i  p:pol;rt os 

nnd h i s �oddess A rtem i s  ha s been altered t o  th e re lat i on of 

Lncret ius and the Muse s , or , more poignant ly , t o  the re lat i on 

of t'l1e poet and ,;enu s , . the eond.e s s  over h i s  poem 11 0n the nature 

of th in rr,s " ( 1 ,  2 1 -7 ) . The fact that th e wrent h ,  h mt�ever , i s  

lh'Por n � tud�r o f  thP. ph i los op'-1 ical impJ. i cat i ons of th i s key 
nrt� s8. �('} , cf . m;r ''N ..,mos n.:nrl Phys is " , An tnt: erpretnt i on of 
l\ur i nide s 1 Hinnolytos , HerM e s , · 101 , 1973 , 16 5-87 . 

1 .5Por n · comprehens l ve interpretat i on of th i s  pas sa.o;e , 0 s peciall�  
1.t �  s�rmhol ,_ oal mean in� , cf . C .  SEGAL , The Tra.n:P.n y o f  th e Hi nno­
lyt os ; 'l"he \>Taters of Ocean and the Untou ched Meati m'l , HS C P ,  70 , 
196 5 ; 117-69 . 



ne i ther ror th� Mn ��� n or VP.nus , bnt for- tt:te poet h im!=:elf , 

has �miv�th in� to · <lo · ldth h i s
· 

pos s e s s i on of a t cach in�: , . a  

tea�li 1. n.rr, n ot only about Venus ,·  but about Venu s _ and Mars , the 

two -rm-rers representat ive of creat i on and destru c t ion ,  \·rh i ch , 

t or;eth<"r , forin the whole of " the nature of" th ingr-f. " _ The 

0mpnas t �  on teach inP," as reas on for the poet ' s  seekinr: thn 

1. J ln� tri ou s wreath 1 s diametrically oppos ed. to the Eu:rtpirlean 

H ippolytos ' viel..r t hat virtue , that csw'f_eoGJ v-, , is a r:ift by 

nature rather thA.n A.n Ftch i eventent by t each l ne .  . Thi s  oppos i ­

t i on i s  evem stronp;e:r s ipce Lucret ius • teac}'l ing cla i ms t o  be 
.. ' 

a.bont " the whole natu�e of · th inn;-s • .  The i mar;e of_ th e inv i o-

lat e meaclo1>r , v is it ed by the sprinp;t im� bee , i s  
_
u sed in the 

Prooemlnm of book three l�i th reference to Epicurus . There , 

the noet speaks of h imself and his l i s t eners as " bees in th� 

flmt�ery �lade s ,  feedirtg on · all thy gold�n l'IOrds " ,  a t eachine , 
·; ·  

cons idered worthy of eternal · life ( 3 ,  9-17 ) .  Thour:h the tNo 

pas sar�es , the one from Euripide s '  Hlppolytos and the one from 

r,uc:ret ius 1 "De rerum natura " , s eem t o  s tat e opposite vi et'ls , the 

outcome of the Euripidean play proves H ippolyt os ' view to be 

at leA.st insuffi c i ent , if not false . The st ronr;es t  conclu s i on 

t o  he d ral'm from ·the play would. he that man can have no meaning· 

ful relat i on wi th· the divine , a conclus i on wh ich leads more or 

less d irectly to Lucretiu� •· pride in " free .inp; the minds of men 

from thP. t i r:ht knot s of rol ip;ion" (4 ,  6-7). 

Tn the Prooemium . �'f book . one , the ber;innin� of · the 1>1hole 

of " D� rP.rum natur�" as well a s  t he bep;i nn ing· of i ts first . 

half , V�nus was ha.fied as r.;odd.e s s  f"OVerninr; nature , · whi l e  Di<lha 

( orit.P.rinr: the sacri f i ce of Iphigene i� oy Agamemnon) stood as 

P.xampl� for religi on and i t s  act s against nature ( 1 , 62-79 ) . 



Jn th� P1""ooem i u m  of hpok r mir , th0 bc n:inn tnp: o f  the s ec onr'!. 

hnl f of "De r�rum n n t. n rn " , D i ann ; in the trrln sformnt ton of 

t.nf" pn. r; s .<:t p:P. from Eu r1 p ir=J e s ' Hi p:polyt o s , is r8 jectcn. for Vnn,,H3 , 

ani'. v t rtne , as a r:ift , by n.ature , i s  ne �lectcd f or v i r tue ,. · R.s 

�:n n.chi nvement , by t each inr,- . Th i s , .i n turn , mean s that the 

t. h our:h t  of Ji:pi curus 1 t each inr: be tnr: worthy of et ernal l i fe 

( 3 ,  1 '3 )  i s  c ont inuer'!. by the . e xpectR.t i on of fame for Lu cre ­

t in s , \'rho t rans formed th� ph i lo s oph i cal tea ch in� int o a 

noPt i c  t eRchinp; , surround inp.;- the cu:r of wormwood vri th a t ouch 

of honey . l6 Th e prai s e  of teachin,o; r.:lth er than riF.ttu re as 

s ourcP. of v irtue l0.ave s one l'li th the qu e s t i on whether nat u re , 

i n�ifferen t t owards man and the fulf illment of h i s  l i fe , i s  

t o  h e  merely s tud ie·rt. or whe ther man i s  suppos ed t o  " re s i s t  

nn� 1 re for the sake of l i fe "  ( 5 ,  206 -9 ) .  The Prooemium of 

book tNo , the book about mot i on a.nd. r e s t , bef, lns \'Ti th a con.:. 

s i derat i on of the Sl•Te etne s s . of · wat ch i n� the r� s t le s sne s s  of 

life cau s ed by e lemen t s  of nature ( the s h i pNreck ) and humo!ln 

l f'1tn th r0 s pect t o  t h e  re lat i on beh1ceri t h e  p.'ls sar:,e of Eu r- i p j  de s I 
H inno1ytos ( 73-87 ) and the two oc currence s of t h e  s n m e  thnmn 

· i n  I.n0r e t iu s ' "De rn :rum na turrt11 { 1  9 2 1 - 50 ; h ,  1 -2 5 ) , I \-;ouJ/l 
SUf"!"'0 S t  th.<tt t h e  f ir r: t  hRlf .( 7 3 - 8 1 � of tho Eur i pi n E"'an pa� s n r,A 
i s  t r0.n t0t1 i n  the f i r s t  Lucret ian verr; i o·n ( 1 ,  9 2 1 - 5 0 ) ,  ��h U 0 
t'I1P. s 0 c ond ha l f  ( 82 - 7 )  of i t  i s  fl ea 1 t  \·r i th , '11-Tl11:�:n i t  o c curs t he 
r: '::' c onr'i t i me ( 1�- , 1-?5 ) .  The re<t s on for t h i s  dJ s t r l bu t l on cnn 
he fonnfl tn the more theore t i c:ll a s pe c t  of Eu :rip i d A S ' H i ppoly ­
t, , s , 7J-R1 r-t�1r. T..ucr0 t iu s  1 " De rerum nat1 1 rn." ; 1 ,  9? 1 -) 0  ( " :1 u �  
TJP. l" :-: n � � i s  or.Jn Pm l1nturr:tm rr:•rnm ft1 18. c on s t nt �� omptn f i r:urn " , 
1 ,  Ohf1-_50 ) , .'1 nrl tre more p�act t c:'l.l aspect o f  Eur i 1)i o e s  1 Hip:;o1y­
t 0� , P2- 7 , ann. Lucret i u s ' " D n  rerum . natura " , 1r. ,  1-25 ( " d urn }!Pr­
s'8i ci s omnr>m nnt nrnm r.er1.1 m a c  percn t i s  ut i l i tn.tem " , l� , ?lt - 5 ) . 
('. f .  my " �Jonos and Phys i s " , o:p . c1 t . ,  165-9 : for t h e  s i r;n i. f t �.'"l n c c  
o f  t'l1r-- c ontoxt for the d l ffe rence o f  t h e  . tNo Lu c rc t  ian p:1. ::: ; :1.r/� S , 
cf . r. . STRAUSS , tT ote s on Lucret iu s , Liberal i sm Anc ient and JV' nf!. -
� rn . rr��·T York , 196 8 , p .  113 . 

. . . 



?.( 

nn tnr0. ( �h � ·nntt l� ) ,  ''lh i le <menelf i r:  at rA �t ( ? ,  1-f> ) . 
'T'h c � n t r:ht of swcetne � s , t"J ou�h , i s  :l�h i �v0.r'!. t 1-tr0n rrh th � 

t P. � ch 1 n� of Fpi curn s ( ?. ,  7-19 ) , throu r-:h t h e  t � <t �h i n;"': "l.hnn t:: 

the nrtturo of t h i n.n:r: , wh i ch wl l l  re� cu0 on� fr0m thP. r�:� t ­

l�r:sn('>ss of hum:::tn l i fe in :::tl l  i t r: v:.\ri ous wny r. . Thf"! rtn , � t t nn 

whnther nA.ture i s  only t o  he c6nt emplnter1 or fo1 1 rr,h t  fir;n. t n � t  

for t he s::tke o f  l i fe i s  never openly answered i n  Lu crct i n n 1 

" De rl"rum n!itnra " . · The fact that the t eachinr,- i �  l ikcn�o 

to a c1 tp of wormwood whi ch is Sl-Teet ened. hy the honey of pn� t .,  

rv aronnci the cup ' s r i m  ·ve i l s  t he anst'ler even more than the ; 

T>ros e t each inp- �. id . The s equence of first honey and then 
. . ·. ' . 

wormwooo f':Oes throu�h the whol e of Lu cret iu s • work . The sw� P.t 

:Prooemium of book ona , the des cript i on of l i fe , has i t s  c ounter� 

Pr-'l�t in the b i t ter Finale of book s i x , . th e de s cript i on of o.cath 

On a. smaller s oale , the sweet Prooemium of book one , . the rl e ­

s c riJ')t i on o f  life , has i t s  counterpa.rt i n  the bi tt er Finale 

of book three , the descript i on of d eath , and th e sweet Prooem iw 

of book fou r ,  the descript i on of the highfl st ach i evement i n  

l ife , the t each in� about t h e  nature o f  t h in�s , has i t s  c nunt er­

n�rt in the b i t ter Finale of book s i x , the d e s cr i pt ion of the 

ruin of everythin� wort h l iving for , from _ me re l i fe to thn h i r;l" 

. est 'rlevelopment of it . The fact that the center of the s ix 

' bookn , the t op;eth e rnes s  of the Finale of book three and t h e  

ProoP.miurn o f  book four , l..et s  us tast e , fo.r once , t h e  sNect hon ;:: 

R.rtel' th� hitter wormwood , m i �h t  mean tha t  even the hit t n rn c s s  

o f  cleath , i f  understooci i n  epi curean: te rm s ,  can b e  cons i n ered 

sweP-t . The themat ic .. s equence of death , _  in the. Finale o f  book . . - . ; �- . • '  . -�� 
. �  

:· 

. . 

three , and fame , in the P·rooerpium of .book four , seems to refle 



nnt. only th� nec � s nr-try cm1n n c t 1 on of nnt u re nncl t 1.me , of trH1 t 

wh t �h 1 �  alwtys thP. . same ( anr't r�fers t o  the p::t.s t ) ,  nnrl thn t. 

wh t ch i s  al\.,a.ys d i fferent ( and refers t o  the .future ) ,  bu t a l s o 

th e importan�� of t ime . oyer aml again s t  na tu re . Mnn • s awlrP-­

ne R s  of t i me , wtthont t h e  awarene s s . of nature , . d. 1 s t ort s h l s  

v i eN of the re lat i on o f  mot ion and re s t  wi t h in t h e  sum of 

th in�s . Mnn ' s awarene s s  anci eva luat i on of t ime , on the other 

hr-mo , con s t i t ut e s  his m-1arene s s  of natur.e , · and i s  th ere fore 

cruc 1.al n ot only for h i s  unders tand int:r, of h i m s e l f  a s  part o f  

the whole , but a l s o  o f  the wh ole i t s elf . T h e  fact that nat u re ' s  

ano the poet ' s  voice mark
'

the cent er of Lucret ius ' work , bears 

out the everlas t inp.: t en� i on between nature , . encompa s s  in."; al l ,  

and man , s triving t o  encompas s nature . 
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Apn�mc Hx 
rrrn'1.s lnt: t ons of the La-t 1. n quotes : 

�- 1 :  1 ,  459-�3 : -
'Rvr:m s o  t i mP exi s t s  not by ttself , hu t from . 
t'h \n",s t 'l1 amselv�� come s a fe� 1 1nf\ , '"hat w:1 s  
hr-on r;ht to a c l o:=:1 A  in t j me p�st , then 't'rhat i. s 
nr0f-l �nt · n m'l ,  a:n.n further �rhat i s  r,oi nr: to be 
h �rPnft� r .  And :\ t mn s t  b e  avowed. t hat n o  man 
f�els t im� by 1t s P. l f  n.p:1rt from the mot i on 
an d qu i �t re s t. of t h inr;s . 

p .  4 : .'5 , .56-R : 
I tPnch , hy \'rha.t ] �N all th 1.np:s are cr()a. t A<'l , 
nnd how the�,. mu st n � �c1 s Abifl.e by 1 t ,  ann how 
th e;v are not s tron� e:non�h t o  break throur:h 
th� powerfu l st�tutA$ o� t i me .  

p .  5 : 1 ,  �32-�� 
Por inf in ite . t-i me :and . the day that has p;one by 
f1l1J �t neefl s have d evoured r-t l l t h in.�s · that are of 
mortal body . . .  Bttt \'lhab:�ver has been in .that space 
::md r:one by t ime , out of Nh 1. ch th is sum of 
th i. nr:s con s i n t s  anr'f. 1 s repl r.n i shed , is certainly 
�n.fl owP-d w i th i mmortal natu l"t! . 

nn . 5-6 : 5 , 306-17 : 
o\ cr�.in , fl.o you not beh olfl st rme s too vanqu i nh�fl 
�; ... t i me ,  h i.�h t ol'mrs fall in;:. in ru i n s , n.nfl rcckn 
crumhl tnr; m·m�"., �hri nes nn� i mn,-:e s of the [':O� s 
�rm'li'1r.t; l'1'0nry rmfl. l-torn , \>Th i l e  the ir s� crPd pr� s0:n�r-­
�.�.vmot f'!'OJ o�.n:- thP bou.nn a.Y"i. P. s  of fn.t: P.  n or stru:r.c). t:­
::�.�� l n � t  +:r.e lm·m of nnturP. ? .1\ f"'r-t i n , n o  1·YA. • • •  n0t � � n.  
!1 t on � �  t 0r-n •1p from h i r:;h mo� mt.ains ru �h1 n,cr h�aclonc: , 
1u1 .,ble t o  brook or b"'ar t h �  st ern st.renr:th of a 
J. i m l t:e� t lme ? For· infl��rt they l·:oulC! not - b�r �urld �n l y  
t 0Y"TJ n -p  n11 r'f fa.ll hP.:Jr'fJ on.� , i f  frorn t ime �ver1ast. i nr� 
f:'he�,. hrvl he1 fl. 011t n;:n. i n s t  a l l  the t orm�nt s of" t i�� 
Ni. th ou t l)r�"l kin� . 

n .  h �  5 ,  R?.� -3� � 
r:- ."1,.. t. tm� ch�.n r:e s the nnt.nrf'! of the \'t]'lole l>�Ol"1 d 
�,... � on "' r. t::t t e  � f tE'r :.:n nther m, , �t ,.,r:�rl r. nvert.nlrP. 
� 1 1 thin�!1 , nor fl.o� � a.n�rth tno: tlh i c1 P.  l i 1rP. i t r- � l r :  
nl1 th i n r;s chn;n p-r t �1 .. ·" i."r nh.':'� r> ,  '"t:t.tnre a 1 torrl f\ 1 1 
th tnr':s r-tnn r.:rms t"rn tn � th�:-:1 t o  h.trn . For on0 tl" � '\"": 
�ob=: m·ray an" r:roNR f:=t.1.,t r.Jna fe�ble ,,Ft th ::t.�� � 

t herA on anoth �r .r;rm·rs up Rnrt i nsuC's f�orn :l. t p1n �c 
of s corn . So th�n t j me chn�p:e !:l the nature of th e 



�··no1 0 .  ,.•n-r-1cl , n.n� . on 0 F: b") t. n.  n ft. r  .... f11"1 0th�r rw,-rtal-:· r> �  
t.h(' r:-n.rth , r. o  t.h.'lt 1. t cq,.n1.ot h P � r  nlv-. t i t  ;, hl ,  
hn t. c n n  h�:lr Nh :1.t t t  d i. cl n ot o f  oln . 

p .  7 :  5 ,  5h-R : 
J t: R !"! �h , h�r '!Arhn t 1 a.w { thr.: };'3.\'T of nn.tn:r-0 ) � 1 1  
+:h l nr-:s nrr� r.rr.::1te� , �ml hoN t h r.:y mu� t  n r.r.:rl �  
:'1h 1.� f." h�, i t , nnd h oN thAy o.re n ot r-: t T' onr� r.non�h 
t o  hret:tk tl'rrov r:h t.h r JV'I�·rr.:rfn l r. tnb 1.t r r.  o f  t 1  :ne . 

n .  7 : ? ,  �?-7� : 
C i"'f.'� nr.M , T \'r 1 1 1  un fo1rl hy l!T}!n t  r:l 0Vf"' Jnl"'rt t tr n 
�"'rf."� t. 1 v � h o� 1 f"' r. of m�t t n T'  hP�('t. � i vrrsR t h 1 n�r , 
n 11r1 -hrenk u n  t. h o !"l r- t h:1.t � r-e hr.[':ot t rm , h�.r N'l-)� t  fnrr. r 
t.h""Y 'lrr (� m1 s t rr.1 inf'� t o  � o  th i s , rnvl \·rhnt '7 0 1 oc 1  t.:{ 
l s  nn:no :i :ntP.n th Pm fm• mnv h 1,i; th ron rr:h thf' rn l r;n ty 
vo1  � : 0 o �rou rcmn.rr:bnr t o  ;r.l vr. yonr rrd .. n� t o  my word r. .  
Ti'C'r i n  v�T'Y t ruth , mn.t ter d.oes not c 1 r�avl?' r.l 0s r.: ­
!')n.. �ln�d t o  i t se l f , s in('r.: w� s c r.  0ach ' t h tn.r:. ):reM 1 P r.: s , 
nnn · l're pr:o:rce :\ ve al l th il'l[':G f 1 oN n �·�':"l �r , n �  i t  l!TP. rc. , in 
t.h c l ontr lapnP. of t. 1 me ,  a s  a r:c Ni. thil r:nrs th�=>m 
from our s i r:h t : rmn yet th� 1.m i  vr;rsr: i!'l ::; r �?n t o 
rAmA.in umlimint s hen , j_ m.-lSMl.tch · o.n al1 hod i e s  that 
� Pprt.rt from Anyth inr; 1 f' P. S f'm  t1·1a t f rom wh i ch t h �y 
:pn � s  ::n'lay , ann b1 e s r-:  1111 th tl'l.cre:lcie that t o  wh 1 ch 
thP.y have come ; they c ons tra in thA former t o  �rmor 
olCl. and the J at t er nr:ain t o  f l ourt sh , and yet th ey 
nhid e :not with i t .  Thus th e sum rif th i n�s i s  �ver 
be in!"'; repleni sh ed. , n.nn. m ortn 1 s  l i ve one and al1 bJr 
r:o;ive- and tal::e . S orne races wax and others wane , and in 
n short space the t ribes of · l i  v :tn� th inr:� are chan sed ; 
�.nrl 1 i ke runners hanrt on the t orch of 1 i fe . 

p .  A :  2 ,  297- 3 02 : 
The hof! t e s of the fi rs t -be�inn :i.n?:s in t h e  rJ.r,o s 
prt s t  mo\red Ni th the same mot i. on <is noN , and here:tftP.r 
't1i l l  he borne for ever in a s i m t 1ar 't'lay ; such things 
�s have berm l.'Tn!'lt to c ome t o  be in.r.; td l1 be hroup;h t to 
bi rth uncler the same cond i t i on ,  1d ll exi s t  and grow 
ann be s tronr; , inasmuch as i s  granted t o  each by the 
bond.s of nB. ture . 

n .  B :  1 ,  10?1-31 : . 

'F'or in very t ruth , not by d.e n 1 r;n  o i n the fi rs t ­

h0.rr1 nn in�� of th 'i 'Ylf: S  place th�ms0lv e s  ench in 

· th e i r orrl.er wi th for� s e e inr; mi nn , nor ind eed. d id 
tn �;r make r.om1x1 ct what . moveml3nt ea.ch � h ou ld 
r>tnrt , hnt becau s e · m;:my of them sh i ft inr,: in 
mari.y way s thron.�;hov t  the v.rorld a re harri ed and 

bu ffet ed by b1m·rs from l t mf t 1 e s s  t ime ; by t ry ing 
movements and uni ons - of every kind , at las t  
they fall int o  such di spos itons a s  thos e , 
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Nh�rP-hy ou r world of t h i nr:n i s  � rcntcn n.n� hoJ.d rr 
. to'"':�th �r . Ann i t  t oo ,  prc�crven from hnrrn throur;h 
m.·1ny ,. a  m t n:hty cyc le of yen ros , whrm on c P.  i t  h:'ls 

- �  

hr!rm n<'lf:t into. convcn i rmt movernrm t ::t , hr1 n�s 1 t 
·"l ho1tt thnt :rivers replenl sh the !';reP.ity sea • • •  

p .  10 : 5 ,  43�-45 : 

'T'h'm ( at the b i rth of thP. t•rorlcl } n sort of 
fr� sh�form�d . � t orm , a ma� n  r:athere_d to�ethcr of 
f t :r s t -be,..;inninr:s of every ldnd , . whoso d i s cord 
\·1.1- n wn.r;tn.� ,.,�:r ani'! confound. i np; inter-spac e s , path s ,  
tnterlr-t.c in.o;s , wP- i r:h t s , bl mu:: , mce t inr;n , n'Yl.rl mot ions , 
hPcnn s e  mdnr: to th e i r  un1 1 ke forms A.nd varl ous 
�hn.nP.s , all thinp:s \'U�re unable to remain � n  un i on , 
R �  they do now , and t o  �1ve an d rcce ivP.· c onven i ent 
movem�nt s .  

pn . 10-11 : 1. , ' 322.;.8 : 
IA�t-ly , whatevm" day Find n�ture -a� d � - t o  th ings 
1 :\ tt-le :by l it tle , impe ll i nP: t h em _ to P.;row. in 
nn e proporti on ,  the stra inin � . s i eh t  of the eye 
c�Yl. never behold , nor a�ain wh erever thin�s 
f"'rO't� old. t hrou�h t ime and d.e cay . Nor where rocks 
OVP.r-hang.. the sea , devou red by th� th in �R.lt 
spray , c�u ld you see t..rhat they lose in t i me . By 
bod i e s  unseen then nature t reats th inp.:s . 

p .  ' 14 :  1 ,  459-6 3 :  
;F.ven s o  t j_me . exi st s not by 1 tself , · bu t 
from th 1n�s themA elves comes a fee ling , 
l>�hrtt llfas brour;:ht to a cl os e in t i.rn e  pa s t , 
then what i s  pre sent now , and further what 
i s  p;oinr: to be hereafter . Ana i t  mu s t  be 
avo�red that no\'r mr.-'ln fee l s  t l me by i t self a­
part from the mot i on ann qui et res t  of th ings . 

p .  '15 : 2 ,  fi9�79 : 

'ole nercei  ve al l th in�s flol'r a1-1R y , t:t �  it vrA re , 
1 n  the l on.n: l�pse of t i me , <:'. S ar;e tfithn rr::n·rs theM 
fr>om our a i 0:ht : · and yet the univerAe i �  seen t o  
rcm:::t in · ·und1 min.is'hP.n , inasmuch a s  a l l  bodies that 
n �na:rt from A.nyth inr: , l e s �en that from Whi ch thr.>y 
p.'-ls �  aNay , ann ble s s ' with increase that t o wh i ch 
they have come ; they cons t rni. n  the f ormer t o  gr"0\'1 
oln anfl th� lat ter._ a�ain to flouri Ah , and �ret the�,r 
::thi_de _ n ot wi th i t.. Thu� the m.tm of th ing-s i s  p·1.r-�r 
b0 1 n r:  rcpl <m i shen anQ. mortal s live one .nnd. all by 

�:tve anri _ take . S om� - rac e s  W<:tX and o t hers wane , and 
j_n a short space the tribe s of" livinr: thiner; a.re 
chan.r:;ed ,  _ anii l ike runne-rs }land on the 
t orch of- l ife . 
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p .  1 5 : 5 ,  1� � - 1 00 : 
Bnt 0v �11 ,.r.'lrl t. h 1!": thn t: T V.n.:\•T n n t  1'Tl,.t t n rc 
t � !"  f l r� t. -1)�",f"': 1 '1n t n :'"':� of t h t n ,rr r: , t.h1.1 r: n1 .1 � 11  n t  
lr·H:: t T \<'Y01 1 1 r'f rlrl rr t o  r� ff t rm fr0m th0. ,,r.r-:r 
wn ',' S of h rnvnn , _ :'1nn t o  shm·r from m�n�r otht"!r fnct � ,  
th:'1t th(' \·mrl t'l ,m � T1 cv0r nn n f' for 1 1 r:  h�r r.l i v 1 nc 
ncn,rr.r : !1 0  ·fT'rr>rtt hrc t h ,.. fan l t s  Nh .:rnw i. t h  
i.t r:t ::mr'l. r:  f'nr'J motcl't . Tn t.h0 f i rr: t  !'l1 rt r. 0 , of 
n 1 1  thf.lt the sl{y eovorc in j tr: mJ r:ht�r 
mmrr.mPn t , a f!T'Nlt P""-rt ts pos :1 e r: fl en by r;rc cdy 
monnt a i n s  n ncl fore s t s  fu l l  of \•ti l d  bc::u� t s ,  
-rnrt rocks and vns ty mn rshcG hol n , nnd t h 0  
s r--::t thn.t k0 cns the sh nrc s o f  i t s  l nnn s fn.r 
ap::t rt . He l l - n i p.:h hto part s of the s e land s are 
robbed from morta l s  by s c orch i nf.i heat , and 
c onr:tr.mtly- fall inr, fro s t .  Even the lanr'l t hat 
is left , nnture would s t i l l  cover wi t h  brambl e s  
by her m•m pm>ter , bu t that man • r:  power res i s t s  
for t h e  sake o f  life . 

p .  16 : 5 ,  1 452 - 5 : 

'Pra ct i�e and. therewi th the expor1 cncP. of the 
e:1r.;er minc'J taur:ht them l i t t le by l tt t l e ,  a s  th�y 
went forNard s t ep hy s t ep . S o ,  l i t t l e  by l i t t le , 
t !. me brirf(i:s � out each -s�everaT -thi'h� lrit o  ·v l ew ,- a·nd. 
r�ason rat s e s  i t  up into the coa s t s  of 1 1 e;ht . 

p .  17 : 5 ,  127� - 80 : 

Thu s rol l in� t ime chan�c s the t i mes of t h i n�s . 
':That l'Tas of . value , be c ome s i n  t u rn .  of n o  'IITOrth ; 
R.nr! then another th1nr: ri ses up r:md l eave s i t s  
pl�ce of s corn , and i s  s ow;ht more and more . 
ea ch day , and when found blos s om s  int o fame , 
A!l.ri i s  of wondrous honou r amon g men . 

p .  17 : 5 ,  1452-7 : 

'Prnct i ce rmd therew i t h  the 0.xpe r i en0e of t h e  
ea n;er mind tau �ht them l i tt l e  by 1 i t t le ,  a s  they 
l'Te'!1 t forwA-rd s t ep by s t e p .  S o ,  l i t t l e  by l i t t l e , 
t :t mr?. br in!Ys out each s everal th tne int o  v i ew and 
r�a. s on ra i s e s  i_t up 1 n t o  the c oFt s t s  of l i.r:ht . For 
they saw one t h i nf{ aft er another grow c l E!ar in 
t he l r  heart , unt i l  by their art s t hey rea ched the 
h ig:he s t  point . 

p .  20 : 3 ,  319-22 : 
On e th in,:; I feel able t o  aff i rm . • .  s o  sma l l  rtre the 
trac�s of d i fferent nature s l e ft , wh i ch reas on c ou ld 
not di spel for us , t hat nothing hinders u s  from 
l i v in� a l i fe worthy of gods . 
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p. 22 : 5 ,  826�36 
For t 1!11P- chnnr;o s thn nnture of the t'lholc l·mrlr'L 
ann .one s t.'lte · aft"r ;m other mn st needs ov�rtnkP. 
nl l th in�s . nor docs anyth in� ah idn l ike it s e l f : 
all thinr:s chan rt:e thc i. r  n.bon.c , nnturP. a lter 5 all 
th 1 n �s ann constl"ainn th�m t o  tu rn .  Ti'or 011 0 th in� 
rnt: s al'l:J.Y and ,;rows faint and . feebl� ltTi t h  ar;� , 
thet'eon n.nother �rows up and- i s sues from i t  plane 
of � corn� S o  then t i me chari�e s the nature or the 

whole world , and one s tate after another overtake s 

the eartl1 , s o  that i t  Qannot bear what it d id , 
bu t can bear what it did not of old . 
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