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KING WILLIAM PUYERS TO PRESENT "ALCESTIS" 
- ---- December 14 and 15 

The first dramatic offering this year of the King 1:·:illiam Players of St. 
John's College is "Alcestis", to be presented in Iglehart Hall on December 14 
and 15. Curtain time for the drama will be at 8:15 p.m. 

"Alcestis", penned in 438 B.C. by the Greek dramatist, Euripides, is a 
tragi-comedy. Its director is Ernst Abrahamson, tutor and faculty advisor 
of the Players. He is filling this role for the second time at the College, 
having directed the presentation of G. B. Shaw's 11 Androcles and the Lion" 
last spring. 

"Alcestis", like the Shaw vehicle, smacks more than a little of tongue-in­
cheek tragedy. Built about what is thought to be an old legend, "Alcestis" 
really tells the story of Admetus, king of Thessaly, and husband of Alcestis. 
The Greek god, Apollo, so the folk tale runs, was forced by the irate Zeus to 
serve for some time under a mortal master to atone for a misdeed. Apollo 
went to Thessaly and lived with the good king Admetus. Upon finding at the 
close of hi0 service that Admetus was destined to die young, Apollo pre­
vailed upon the Fates to spare him. The Fates agreed, provided someone 
could be found to die in Admetus' place. Admetus then approaches his parents, 
friends and kin, but all refuse to sacrifice their lives for his. Finally 
Alcestis, his devoted queen, undertakes the service~ The play opens as she 
is abou:. to die. 

Vfith the reAl action of the play taking place before the curtain rises, 
the interest of "Alcestis'' is the affect of the queen 1 s sacrifice on her hus­
band's character. A sharper and sharper light is thrown on Admetus 1 egotism 
and sentimentality, which lets his wife die in his stead yet causes him ironic 
grief over it all. 

If this seems rather grim, Euripides never meant it so. Just when the 
situation is most tragic, he has seen fit to bring on Heracles, stomping very 
heavily where angels fear to tread. This same brawling charRcter eventually 
becomes the play's real hero. 

Two women, one to play the title role and the other her maid servant, will 
aid the St. Johnnies in bringing 11 Alcestis 11 to life. l1iiss Ilse Moeller is 
the Greek queen, and hlrs. Anne Tardy Cupp will be seen as the faithful servant. 
The other members of the cast are Henry Arrighi as Admetus; Stewart Linton as 
his father, Pheres; Ted Otteson as Apollo; A. Boyd Kyle as Dea th; Joe Cooper 
as Heracles; C~nd Irving Hunt as the male servent. The chorus, essential to 
all Greek drama , is led by Michel :Mok, C'lnd consists of Richard Congdon, Fred 
DRvis, Philip Heilig, Ade~m Pinsker, and Michael Rourke. Joe Cooper is also 
the President of the King Willie.m Players. 

True to the Greek tradition of simplicity, the stage design of "Alcestis" 
depends chiefly en the effects of dramatic lighting. The backdrop of the 



specially-constructed stage consists of draperies of a neutral shade, and 
the sparse properties will include traditional columns, steps and platforms. 
Past thes e, the re ar e only the lights to cre<·te the proper tragic or comic 
mood for the actors. The stage designer is J. Robinson Ga.rland and Ernest 
Ti bbetts ha s charge of the lighting. 

Costumes for 11 Alcestis 11 have be~n designed by J2ck Carr, and wives of the 
college community have contributed their sewing skills to cre:- te them. The 
newly formed Students• Art Co--OperRtive turned out the colorful posters 
advertising the pl ay from the windows of locCi l stores. 

Ticketq mC\y be purchas ed at the Bus iness Office of the College or a t the 
door of I glehart H2ll on the nights of the pl ay. 



---1·- - - . ' . ·~· 

ope r a , f.wturat~d with tbe kind of l ogic- tE>a.sir..g par~o ox tr:at ca r rr. a :tka 

all GreEk r l ay ~ , are to b e founa in "Alce e t i 8° , the f irs~ dracatic 

offering this yea r of t.he King \V illi&nJ :- :Playe rs of St. John ' s col1eg e . 

ln •• ,~loesti::' " , penned in 438 B. C. by the Gree k dr~:-.trca-

tist , l~uri p ic. es , there i s t h e mi staken husrnmd, t!H>. sc:cr ificing wi. f e , 

thE: c<:::. rping in- lctW , the drunk, .:Ceu th and. withal a happy ending . 

'i.'hi::1 tre::..gi- com¢'edy (so - call!ld for want o f a bBtter· 

desci·i ption) , wi ll be staged at Iglehart lhi~.ll a t the collflge on rues­

do.i<.y and \1ednesoay nights , Dec . 14 and 15 . I tG d ii·ector is Ernst Abra ­

hc.rnson , tutor and faculty adv i sor of the :r1 ayeHl. He lti% is fH11ng 

t:h.ia role for the second time at the call e g e , havir..g d i recteo. t :b e 

presentation of G.B . Shaw' s 11 J :..ndroclt~ s <..nd the Lio n" la E: t sprine;. 

11 -'"lees tis'', li k e the .Shaw vehicle . ~::~ma ckr, more u~an 

a l i ttle of tonga e - in- cheek tra gedy . Bu ilt about wha t is t.houc ht to 

be a.n old. legend , 11 Alceatie- " XXKXJtX'J\K ree.lly tells the sto ry of 

Adrnt"tu~; , king of 'l'hesm:.ly , C:~.nd h u sband o f Alce(>tis. 

The Greek god , ~"pollo , so the folk talt<! run (-; , wc.'s 

f orceo by the irate Zeus to s e rve for same t i me: unae r a mort <:il m;:..~.s t er 

to C;ttone fo:r a. misdeed . Apoll o went to 'rhessaly <.m d l i ve.<:: with 

the good king AdmetuE.. Upon finding a t the cl ose of his serYice tba t 

.admetua was <.i eati ,~ ed. to die young , Apollo prevailed upon the ·ratee 

:o spC~.re .him. 'l'he ::d
1a.tea agre ed , provided eomeone could be found t o 

die in Admetu~ plac e . 

Adrr·etus then a.:np r o aches his :fKXU.:x parents , fri encis a nd 

k i n , but e>.ll refuse to Dacrifice their lives for hiE . :.! inally i-•l c('l;nti ~· 

his devo-ceci queen , uncertakes the Eervice . '11he play o penn .::. s she 

in cJ.bout to die . 
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\, ith the real action of the play taking place bE~ fore 

Lhe curta in rises , t h e interest of ~ ~lceat is " i o t he affect of the 

q]llecn ' a sacrifice on her husband ' a chi;;l. rd.C. f-1 . A ellarper and shurpor 

light ie thrown on Ji.dmetur::. ' egotism und sentimentC:Llity r wh ich lets 

hi A wife die in hie. stead yet causes him ironic grief over it a ll . 

If this seems rather gr im, Euripides neve·r mean t it 

so. Just when the situation i e. most tragic _ he hue seen fit to bring 

on he ra c 1 e e , _ _a. t e:wed ~-t-o-;.:-t he '1-rili R 

ungel~ f ear to treud 

heavily where 

·rhis same brawl ing c-haa &cter eventu~·ll;j 

becor!1es the play ' a r e al t.ero. 

Two women, one to }':l u.y the titll" role anc the other 

h e r mai deervant , will aid the St. Johnnies in bringing "Al cestis" 

to l i fe . Mi ss Ilse Uoeller i s the Greek queen , a.bd •II:¥· lir e . Anne 

Tardy Cupp will be seen ""s the f&.i thful s ervant. (: · ;-; .... 

J:.J:f ti '~t1_ ~rrighi as Ad r·1etus : )b;_:.~i: '-' --~~:_~3 hire. 

father , Pherca ;1 ( J Qi-." -< 0 a.e Apollo ; A . Boyd Kyle as Death ; 
t 

.__.-......_,.;.;:.....;(,_ .... as Heraclea . a.n d .-.-· ... · ...:...~ ....... .,._ ___ .-;' -(_!:' .as the male aervc..n~ 

h<: .. ve U.te only otheo r solo rol es . The 

( b .•' ~ f "· / .'.t .. , { ( / 
: -------· ----~---.~---·--~·~--

l • ,~ .. ~ ,. • 

! ~-J-·· --------· ~-- e.nd 

essential to all Gree k 

and consi s ts 

I (' ,; . ,. {i -----------· ' ( t: f 
I i 

.. , ~- I 

~-~~:te~. !f ..... :!Al .. ~~ ,6!!!; . .J'oe Coopnr4.. ~g 

I ( r¥.!--~a _ ..- pre aid ent of the l)1ayc- rs . 

Curtain time for the drama will be a t 8:15 P . :. ~ . 

both l'uesciay and '1/ednesday . Tickets may be purch ased at the door. 
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l._-rrue to the Gref.'k tra.dition of simplicity , the stage 

design of "Alcestis" , tragi - comedy to lle presented in Iglehart Hal l 

by the King Yiilliam Players of St. John • s college ·ruenday arid \1 ednes-

C.ay nights , depends chif~fly on the effects of drmatic lightir..g . 
~ 

1.The backdrop o f the specially- constructed stage .. 
consists of drapetltes of a. neutr<::.l shade , and the spc-;.rse propert i E"S 

wi ll include traditional columns , steps {;:<.no JJla.tfo rn;s . :Past thlia p , 

there are only the lights to create the proper tragic or comi c 

mood for the actors . 
t 

~~·!f:P.Y .. new .. spots and floods were necesnary for "~lc~st. j;!;; 

·-.. to be the first of three plays staged by the Players this yee:..r . 

\larki ng with Ernst Abrah&.mson , facul t y director , a.nd stage designer 
') 

J . rlobinson Garlcmd , ,ii;rnest Tibb etts has de-eign·ed and built an 
i ~- . 

elaborate. swi.tchbo.:.;.r.ct_ .. to ·control the l i ghting. 

';1, • f" ,.,.., ,._, ' ·' •~ , · . • ' I , ' ' ' ' ' 

t..~_tumes for 11 i\l cest i s " h ave been des i gned b _iJrack 

Carr, and wi ves of the c ollf!ge commun i ty have contributed their 

sew i ng sk i lls to c reate them. No r al'e they the onl y outside group 

which has ass i sted i n the production : the newly fo r med StuC.ents ' 

Art/ Co - Operative turned out the colorful posters adverti eing the 

plC:J.y from the windows of locu..l stores . 

~~ama t~-~(.~ ;,~ ~-~~:~,~~ ;trs~~~~~~~t_,ng 
ne ver money - rne-.king v ~nture~A '.i.'h e high cost of 

ii ill iam Playe ra are 

building the stage , 

necessary bec~uae the colleee b oasts no structure worthy of the nnr'1e , 

pr~-cludes any chances for profit . 'rhe plays are produced 

solely for the experi ence and en joyment of the :part i cipating 

__. . .__ a•.' such . st_u(ents , a.nd are refogn i xed by the college ad ministration ) 
\.._! 
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Curtain time for both performances of "'Alcestis" 

will be 8 :15 P. H., a !·:d tickets may be purchased at the door. 


